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In the beginning- God! The Scriptures begin with this bold statement....the God we 
worship, love and serve created OUR beginning- He does not have a “beginning” or 
“end” since He is outside time. As | wrestle with the passages in Genesis 1- | 
wonder always the “why?”. Why was the universe even created, and more 
importantly (to me), why was mankind (and to me more importantly- |) created? 
There is a tradition in some churches that | wish | had experienced as a child- the 
Catechism. The Westminster Short Catechism is an example: 


Q. What is the chief end of man? 
A. To glorify God and enjoy Him forever! 
Q. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him? 


A. The word of God which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him. 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catechism) 


God insists on being “in the beginning”. My challenge is to put Him at the 
beginning- at the center of everything, on the throne of MY heart, and at the 
beginning of each day! 


A key verse in Genesis 1 is verse 26 “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (NASB) The Godhead is present in this 
verse, illustrating a key doctrine of the co-eternal Holy Spirit and Christ (let US!). 
The following verse also clarifies the muddy, gender confused state we find 
ourselves in today, where a child (or adult!) “identifies” themselves as male or 
female, and by inference declares that God the Creator “made a mistake” in 
assigning their gender- verse 27 confidently states: “God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” 
(NASB) Furthermore we see in this verse that we are stamped in the very image of 
God- we are “image bearers” as Joe Peabody Jr. often preached to us. Even though 
we are sometimes confused, misdirected, and stubbornly sinful, we are in our 
essence bearers of God’s own image! 


It is interesting side note (and perhaps the subject of a trivia question) that God 
gave us a vegetarian diet in verse 29 : “Then God said, “Behold, | have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree 

which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;” and that this diet prescription 
also applied to the animals in verse 30: “and to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the [ap]sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, | 
have given every green plant for food”; and it was so.” 


Chapter 1 ends with a statement that everything created in these 6 days is “good”. 
This does not, however, suggest that we should worship the earth, either as pagans, 
where earth worship is an old tradition, or the modern environmentalist who 
actually believes that man is a stain on the earth and that the earth would greatly 
benefit from man’s extinction! (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rCT4gieqjs) 
The creation is “good” simply because it was created by a God who is good...and 
who stamped His image on us! 


Bible scholars tell us that an “alternate” creation story begins in Chapter 2, verse 4. 
The distinction is made on the basis of stylistic differences (Such as word choice and 
arrangements), as well as the word used in reference to God. Genesis 1 uses the 
Hebrew word “Elohim” (the “powerful one”), and 2 the word “YHWH Elohim” (the 
“Lord God”), and in the differences between a “cosmocentric” (earth centered- 
cosmos centered) description in Genesis 1 and an “anthropocentric” (man centered) 
creation story in Genesis 2. The order of creation is presented slightly differently 
(https://www.compellingtruth.org/two-creation-accounts.html ). The resolution of 
these apparent contradictions follows the “both and” method. Both accounts are 
true and reliable, they simply reflect the storytelling style of different authors. Both 
are true, they simply report the story from two different viewpoints. 


In genesis 2:9 we see the hint of the conflict that is to come- the persons that God 
created will be faced with a choice of obedience or disobedience- the tree of life and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil play a key role in this unfolding drama: 
“Out of the ground the Lord God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the 
sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil.” (Genesis 2:9 NASB). What was man’s 
job/occupation to be? - a gardener in the unimaginably fertile garden God had 
created, and as a “namer” of the animals. The Hebrew concept of names included 
a description of the characteristics and personality of the one named. Thus God 
allowed man to participate in the unfolding creation by assigning names: “Out of 
the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, 
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 
man called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the 
cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam 
there was not found a helper suitable for him.” (Genesis 2:19-20 NASB). 


God, always the perfect Provider, then created woman (Eve in Hebrew means 
“living”) from the man’s side to be a co-equal helpmate for him. The first family 
was then established, with the physical joining of a man and woman. God’s pattern 
was (and is) very clear! “The man said, 


“This ts now bone of my bones, 
And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 


Because she was taken out of Man.” 


24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his 
wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both 
naked and were not ashamed.” (Genesis 2:23-25 NASB) 


Two chapters! That’s how long the perfect creation and sinless human race lasted! 
Chapter 3 is key to understanding all the Scripture, for it deals with the “fall” of 
man. The ability to choose right and wrong, good and evil, obedience and 
disobedience were “baked in” to the created human. This was essential if we were 
to freely CHOOSE to worship, fellowship with, and obey God. Obedience means 
little if there is no choice! The serpent, who many believe was in a different 
physical form before the fall, was the agent used to raise the question of obedience 
and authority. Should man decide to rule himself, or should he gratefully and 
obediently let God rule? Do we wish to run our own lives, or is God on the throne of 
our lives? Eve faced the choice first...and took of the fruit. “When the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave 
also to her husband with her, and he ate. “ (Genesis 3:6 NASB) Now that the sinful 
choice was made, God did not wish for the first two created to eat of the Tree of 
Life: “Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree 
of life, and eat, and live forever”— therefore the Lord God sent him out from the 
garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.” (Genesis 3:22-23 
NASB) 


The consequences of this sin were immediate and profound- we human beings tried 
to shift the blame for our sin and place it on the serpent (Eve) or the woman 
(Adam). The serpent changed both form and function, man would now sweat to 
cultivate the soil, and his wife would experience pain in childbirth. The stain of sin 
was immediate and profound. Not until the end of time as described in the 
Revelation will there be a “new heaven and new earth” (Rev 21:1) 
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The first dysfunctional family? Murder rears its ugly head in the story of the anger 
and ultimately taking the life of a brother in Genesis 4. We read: “Then the Lord 
said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do 
well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” 8 Cain told 
Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and killed him.” (Gen 4:6-8 NASB) A very telling exchange 
then occurs between God and Cain- certainly God knew (and had seen) the act of 
murder- yet He calls out to Cain to “claim” his sin- the ultimate purpose of God 
seems to be to reclaim and redeem Cain, for God still provides protection for Cain 
and his family: “ Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” And he 
said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” He said, “What have you done? 
The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground. Now you are 
cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood 
from your hand. When you cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield its strength to 


you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the Lord, “My 
punishment is too great to bear! Behold, You have driven me this day from the face 
of the ground; and from Your face | will be hidden, and | will be a vagrant and a 
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” So the Lord said to him, 
“Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold.” And the 
Lord appointed a sign for Cain, so that no one finding him would slay him. Then Cain 
went out from the presence of the Lord, and settled in the land of Nod, east of 
Eden.” (Genesis 4:9-16) 


In verse 25 we see that Adam and Eve produce another son, Seth, to join their 
family in the place of the slain son and brother Abel: “Adam had relations with his 
wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named him Seth, for, she said, “God 
has appointed me another offspring in place of Abel, for Cain killed him.” To Seth, to 
him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then men began to call 
upon the name of the Lord.” (Genesis 4:25-26 NASB) And so, worship began 
among God’s created people! 


The amazing length of life in the antediluvian (before the flood) period has been the 
subject of both wonder and controversy. The Scripture plainly states that not only 
did Adam father a child Seth at age 130, but lives to be the age of 930. “When 
Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his 
own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. Then the days of Adam 
after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred years, and he had other 
sons and daughters. So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty 
years, and he died.” (Genesis 5:3-5 NASB) Some commentary points to the 
favorable climate and diet prevalent at the time 
(https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/genesis/ 
genesis-5.html) or the protection of atmospheric water from UV radiation 
(http://www. biblestudy.org/maps/life-span-of-patriarchs-from-adam-to-noah.html) A 
longer treatise suggests other possible factors 


(http:/Awww.amendez.com/NAES/Noahs Ark Articles files/NAS%20The%20Scientific 
%20Evidence%20for%20Biblical%20Longevity.pdf) with the accompanying chart: 


Longevity of the Patriarchs 


Generations 


Figure 2. A graph of the life span of the patriarchs. Compare the life spans before 
the flood with those after the flood. The life span average before the flood was 912 
years, after the flood 222 years. 


The authors speculate that the recorded ages in Genesis and beyond fit the curve 
for natural decay, which includes radioactive decay. However one interprets this 
seeming anomaly, the translation uses the word “year”- which in biblical times was 
12 lunar months- about 354 days. Perhaps this is an issue we should ask the 
Creator when we reach heaven...? Simply stated, for reasons that we do not (and 
may not ever) completely understand, the pre-flood patriarchs seemed to live 
significantly longer than we do. 


In Genesis 6 we encounter another mystery- the “sons of God” (Genesis 6:2) and 
“Nephilim” (Genesis 6:4). The Scripture states: “Those were the mighty men who 
were of old, men of renown.” (Genesis 6:4b NASB) Certainly this is another biblical 
mystery (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nephilim) The word Nephilim also occurs 
in Ezekiel 32:27, and is translated “fallen”. The painter Hieronymus Bosch depicted 
these “Nephilim” as fallen angels, perhaps those that fell to earth when 
Satan/Lucifer was cast out of heaven. 
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The Fall of the Rebel Angels by Hieronymus Bosch is based on Genesis 6:1-4 


The results of widespread sin made God sorrowful that He had created mankind, 

and He decided to “reset” by destroying mankind....fortunately for us, there was a 
“faithful remnant” in the person of Noah! “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of 
man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and 
He was grieved in His heart. The Lord said, “I will blot out man whom | have created 
from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of 
the sky; for | am sorry that | have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of 
the Lord.” (Genesis 6:5-8) Noah was far from perfect, as we will see later in his story 
in Genesis, but loved God and proved to be an obedient servant. 


In the midst of this great destruction, God was loving and His kindness gave rise to 
a covenant promise between Himself and mankind: “Then God said to Noah, “The 
end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth Is filled with violence because of 
them; and behold, | am about to destroy them with the earth. Make for yourself an 
ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and 


out with pitch. This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred 
cubits, its breadth fifty Jcubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make a window 
for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and set the door of the ark in the 
side of it; you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. Behold, I, even! am 
bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath 
of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. But | will 
establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark—you and your sons and 
your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.” (Genesis 6:13-18 NASB) 


Noah believed, and acted, and God created and kept an eternally binding covenant 
with Noah and his descendants: “Thus Noah did; according to all that God had 
commanded him, so he did.” (Genesis 6:22 NASB). The yielded spirit of Noah was 
recognized and blessed by God- a wonderful example to us of the fruits of an 
obedient spirit and servant attitude! 


(https://www.ourdailyjourney.org/2014/11/16/belief-and-obedience/) 
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We need direction...always...whether we realize it or not- and God graciously gave 
Noah directions for filling the ark with its precious cargo. Not only Noah's family but 
also representative male/female pairs of animals were to be gathered into the ark. 
The “clean” animals were to be taken by sevens. It is not clear if there were seven 
or seven pairs. How did Noah know which animals were clean, since the Law had 
not been given. One possible answer comes from the very helpful website “Got 
Questions?”: “Leviticus 11 defines the difference between clean and unclean 
animals, but Noah lived before the giving of the Law. We are not told how Noah 
knew which animals were clean and unclean, but he obviously knew the difference. 
Sacrifices to God were made before the Mosaic Law (Genesis 4:4), which means God 
had somehow communicated to man what animals were suitable for sacrifice (and, 
later, for eating).” (https://www.gotquestions.org/animals-clean-unclean.html). The 
Scripture records the filling of the ark before the 40 day rain: “Now Noah was six 
hundred years old when the flood of water came upon the earth. Then Noah and his 
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him entered the ark because of the water 
of the flood. Of clean animals and animals that are not clean and birds and 
everything that creeps on the ground, there went into the ark to Noah by twos, 
male and female, as God had commanded Noah. It came about after the seven 
days, that the water of the flood came upon the earth. In the six hundredth year of 
Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same 
day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky 
were opened. The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.” (Genesis 
7:6-12 NASB) Several things to note- 1) Noah was 600 years old!; 2) the fountains 
of the great deep AND the sky were opened. Until this time the earth was watered 
from underground: “Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of 
the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not sent rain upon the earth, and 
there was no man to cultivate the ground. But a mist used to rise from the earth 
and water the whole surface of the ground.” (Genesis 2:5-6 NASB) 


The number 40 appears several places in Scripture. According to a helpful 
reference: 

(http://www. biblestudy.org/bibleref/meaning-of-numbers-in-bible/40.html), the 
number 40 signifies a time of testing, trial or probation. Certainly the 40 days of 
rain would be a time of testing for the folks on board the ark, teeming with animals 
to be cared for. The period of testing went far past 40 days- the Bile tells us that the 
period of the flood and its aftermath was very long: “ 7he water prevailed upon the 
earth one hundred and fifty days.” (Genesis 7:24 NASB) Noah must have, as we 
would, wonder what the purpose of this long time of testing was. Certainly the 
obvious “reset” of the earth and all its inhabitants, man and animal, was a primary 
purpose of this time. | have often wondered if God was teaching Noah patience...to 
“wait upon the Lord” (Psalm 27:14; Exodus 14:14; Isaiah 30:18; Isaiah 40:31) 


“And God remembered Noah...” (Genesis 8:1). How often do we wonder if somehow 
the Lord has forgotten us, or worse still, forsaken us? Noah certainly learned 
patience as the flood slowly receded. Knowing little of high technology, but lots 
about the roosting behavior of birds, Noah first sent out a raven and then two doves 
to see if the land had dried sufficiently for habitation: “Then it came about at the 
end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made; and 
he sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water was dried up from the 
earth. Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated from the 
face of the land; but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she 
returned to him into the ark, for the water was on the surface of all the earth. Then 
he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the ark to himself. So he 
waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from the ark. The 
dove came to him toward evening, and behold, in her beak was a freshly picked 
olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth. Then he waited 
yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; but she did not return to him again. 
(Genesis 8:6-12 NASB). 


The earth was reset and reborn. God made sure that His people knew clearly that 
they were to be fruitful and multiply, echoing His words to Adam and Eve (Genesis 
1:28): “Then God spoke to Noah, saying, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and 
your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing of all 
flesh that is with you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth, that they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on 
the earth.” So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with 
him. Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on 
the earth, went out by their families from the ark. 


20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 The Lord smelled the soothing 
aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on account 
of man, for the intent of man’s heart Is evil from his youth; and | will never again 
destroy every living thing, as | have done.” (Genesis 8:15-21). All was well- the 
earth was restored- the beginnings of repopulation were realized, and Noah 
worshiped God...what could go wrong? As we see in the next chapter, Noah was 
still a fallible human, carrying the stain of sin despite his righteousness. 


God established an everlasting covenant with mankind, putting a rainbow in the sky 
as a reminder of His faithfulness. As the spiritual says “No more water, but fire next 
time!” (https://Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=y_ y2hFjoyrU). The God told Noah that 
“everything that moves on the earth would be suitable for food, an apparent 
contradiction to the distinction made later in the Law about dietary practice (see 
https://www.shalomadventure.com/torah/articles/833-1). Furthermore, the life of 
something- its very blood” was not to be eaten or consumed: "Every moving thing 
that is alive shall be food for you; | give all to you, as | gave the green plant. Only 
you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. Surely | will require your 
lifeblood; from every beast | will require it. And from every man, from every man’s 
brother | will require the life of man. 


“Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of 
God He made man. 


“As for you, be fruitful and multiply; Populate the earth abundantly and multiply in 
it.” (Genesis 9:3-7) 


It is important to realize that God made (initiated) the covenant, and that He alone 
was trustworthy enough to keep this covenant! As we see later in God’s covenant 
with Abraham, God is the primary covenant maker and keeper (Genesis 15, 17). 


And Noah, who was apparently a farmer by trade, grew grapes, made wine, and 
then proceeded to become drunk on the wine he had made! From this unbecoming 
scene, Ham, son of Canaan was cursed because of his father Ham viewing Noah’s 
nakedness. These three sons were to be the father of three great tribes of people- 
the Shemites (Semites), Japhedites (Mostly the Europeans and their descendants) 
and Hamites (Cannanites). It is puzzling why Canaan, the son of Ham, would be 
punished for his father Ham’s “sin” 
(https://www.blueletterbible.org/fag/don_stewart/don stewart _747.cfm). However, 
the central message to me is that one (Noah) who could be so faithful and righteous 
as to be picked by God Himself to carry on the human race, and whose first act on 
surviving the flood was to build an altar and worship, could fall into the sin of 
drunkenness. This should be a touchstone and lesson to us all as to the “filthy 
rags” that are our righteousness (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10) The Scripture says: 
“Then Noah began farming and planted a vineyard. He drank of the wine and 
became drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, 
saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and 
Japheth took a garment and laid it upon both their shoulders and walked backward 
and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were turned away, so 
that they did not see their father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine, he 
knew what his youngest son had done to him. So he said, 


“Cursed be Canaan, A servant of servants He shall be to his brothers.” He also said, 
“Blessed be the Lord, The God of Shem; And let Canaan be his servant. “May God 
enlarge Japheth, And let him dwell in the tents of Shem; And let Canaan be his 
servant.” 


Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the flood. So all the days of Noah 
were nine hundred and fifty years, and he died.” (Genesis 9:20-29 NASB) 


Noah lives 950 years, almost as long as the oldest recorded human (969) (see: 
https://www.gotquestions.org/oldest-man-in-the-Bible.html)! 
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Certainly there is controversy over the generations of Noah (see: 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generations_ of Noah) since the Hamites are described 


as “servants”. Clearly this is unpalatable to modern readers, where the concept of 
a salltiaiate servant class is repugnant at best. 


i : . Certainly 
God is not blessing racism n (http: //www. harvestbiblechurch. net/blog/curse- -of-the- 
canaanites). The genealogy of the three “nations” listed in Genesis 10 does not 
offer a clear answer to the distinction God has made. Perhaps the easiest resolution 
of this dilemma is to realize that the descendants of Canaan (Biblical “Canaanites”) 
were not the persons of color, but were the “Canaanites” that so plagued the 
Hebrew people later in history 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/genesis-9/) 


Two major themes and events unfold in Genesis 11. Mankind decides to “be like 
the most High” (Isaiah 14:14 and Ezekiel 28:12-19)- to be his own God, and build a 
tower- symbolically acquiring equal status with God. The ancients also believed in 
“strength in numbers’- if they were all gathered in one place- in this case, Shinar- 
they would acquire power equal to God. Had they forgotten God’s mighty flood that 
erased mankind from the earth? 


In order to thwart this plan, God causes the peoples, who were of one language, to 
speak many languages. The resulting confusion halts the ill-advised project. The 
Scripture records the event this way:: “Now the whole earth used the same 
language and the same words. It came about as they journeyed east, that they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. They said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for 
stone, and they used tar for mortar. They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a 
city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a 
name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” The 
Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. The 
Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And 
this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be 
impossible for them. Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so 
that they will not understand one another's speech.” So the Lord scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the 
city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the 
language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over 
the face of the whole earth.” (Genesis 11:1-9) 


So mankind’s efforts were overcome- as they always are- by the One righteous and 
Holy One. This tendency to vainly be the “ruler/king” with no accountability is 


reflected later in Scripture when God makes this vanity a chief sin in the first of the 
ten commandments “/.am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” Exodus 20:1 KJV) and following in 
Exodus 20:2: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me”. The last part of the 
geneaology lists the lineage of Abram/Abraham and sets the stage for God’s call on 
this amazing and wonderfully obedient man. The Bible says it this way: “Nahor lived 
twenty-nine years, and became the father of Terah; and Nahor lived one hundred 
and nineteen years after he became the father of Terah, and he had other sons and 
daughters. Terah lived seventy years, and became the father of Abram, Nahor and 
Haran. 


Now these are the records of the generations of Terah. Terah became the father of 
Abram, Nahor and Haran; and Haran became the father of Lot. Haran died in the 
presence of his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans. Abram 
and Nahor took wives for themselves. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and the 
name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and 
Iscah. Sarai was barren; she had no child. 


Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went out together from Ur of the 
Chaldeans in order to enter the land of Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, and 
settled there. The days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah died 
in Haran.” (Genesis 11:24-32 NASB) 


Note that God called Terah as well as Abram, for Terah left Ur and went to Canaan. 


Chapter 12 begins with God’s call to Abram “Go forth” (Genesis 12:1) followed by 
Abram’s response “So Abram went forth” (Genesis 12:4) Abram was 75, hardly an 
age a “modern” person would begin a new life in an unknown land, following God’s 
call and leaving the comfort, security, and familiarity of an established home. Yet 
Terah responded to God’s call to leave Ur, and Abram boldly left his home and 
traveled to Canaan with his family and flocks. It seems that obedience in following 
God’s call and claim on one’s life is an important building block for a life of faith. In 
or local church the Coleman family confidently followed God’s call to travel to and 
minister in Ethiopia, where the cultural and language barriers are challenging to say 
the least. Why would a comfortable and happy family do such a thing? They were 
confidently and faithfully following God’s call! 


Not only did Abram confidently follow God’s direction, but when he and his family 
settled in Canaan he built an altar and worshipped God: “ The LoRD appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your descendants | will give this land.” So he built an altar 
there to the LorD who had appeared to him. Then he proceeded from there to the 
mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai 
on the east; and there he built an altar to the LoRD ana called upon the name of 

the Lorp.” (Genesis 12:7-8 NASB) 


Lest we make Abram into a “cardboard character” and a saint who always followed 
God, we see that he was prone to falsify or tell a “half-truth” about his beautiful wife 
to avoid issues with the Egyptians. Abram had traveled to Egypt to obtain food due 


to a famine in Canaan (a theme we will see later in Genesis), and Abram called his 
beautiful wife Sarai his sister. This was at best a half truth, since Sarai was his half 
sister see: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah (but also his wife!): “Now there was a 
famine in the land; so Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine 
was severe in the land. It came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to 
Sarai his wife, “See now, | know that you are a beautiful woman; and when the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will 
let you live. Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me 
because of you, and that | may live on account of you.” It came about when Abram 
came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. Pharaoh’s 
Officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into 
Pharaoh's house. 16 Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave him 
sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female servants and female donkeys 
and camels. 


But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, 
Abram’s wife. Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to 
me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my 
sister,’ so that | took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go.” 
Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his 
wife and all that belonged to him.” (Genesis 12:10-20 NASB) 


Sarai Is Taken to Pharaoh's Palace by James Tissot. 


January 5, 2019 Genesis 13-15 


“Family Feud” is a popular television show in which families vie against each other 
for prize money or to reward charities (in the “celebrity” version). This theme of 
discord and dysfunctionality among God’s people started with Cain and Abel, with a 
tragic fratricide, and persisted through Noah’s family, in the persons of Abram and 
Lot. Abram was quite wealthy according to Scripture, not only in gold but in 
livestock. He and his nephew Lot, though, quarreled over grazing land: “Now 
Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver and in gold. He went on his journeys from 
the Negev as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 
between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there formerly; 
and there Abram called on the name of the Lord. Now Lot, who went with Abram, 
also had flocks and herds and tents. And the land could not sustain them while 
dwelling together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to 


remain together. And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock 
and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite were 
dwelling then in the land. 


So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, nor 
between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brothers. Is not the whole 
land before you? Please separate from me; if to the left, then | will go to the right; or 
if to the right, then | will go to the left.” Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley 
of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere—this was before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt 
as you go to Zoar. So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot 
journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other. Abram settled in the 
land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as 
far as Sodom.” (Genesis 13:2-12 NASB). Note that Lot took what he felt was the 
choicer land, but that choice put him in the midst of a very sinful group of 
Sodomites! As the Scripture tells us: “Now the men of Sodom were wicked 
exceedingly and sinners against the Lord.” (Genesis 13:13 NASB). Matthew 
Henry’s commentary highlights this theme: “Abram having offered Lot the choice, 
he at once accepted it. Passion and selfishness make men rude. Lot looked to the 
goodness of the land; therefore he doubted not that in such a fruitful soil he should 
certainly thrive. But what came of it? Those who, in choosing relations, callings, 
dwellings, or settlements, are guided and governed by the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, or the pride of life, cannot expect God's presence or blessing. They are 
commonly disappointed even in that which they principally aim at. In all our choices 
this principle should rule, That is best for us, which is best for our souls. Lot little 
considered the badness of the inhabitants. The men of Sodom were impudent, 
daring sinners. This was the iniquity of Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness, Eze 16:49. God often gives great plenty to great sinners. It 
has often been the vexatious lot of good men to live among wicked neighbours; and 
it must be the more grievous, if, as Lot here, they have brought it upon themselves 


by a wrong choice.” (Bible Hub https://biblehub.com/genesis/13-13.htm) 


Abram was again reminded of God’s amazing Promise and Covenant, and he was 
faithful to build an altar and worship the Living God: “The Lord said to Abram, after 
Lot had separated from him, “Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where 
you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land 
which you see, | will give it to you and to your descendants forever. | will make your 
descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the 
earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. Arise, walk about the land 
through its length and breadth; for | will give it to you.” Then Abram moved his tent 
and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and there he built 
an altar to the Lord.” (Genesis 13:14-18 NASB) 


Lot does not have long to wait before his choice of land becomes a trap for him. 
The “kings” of Sodom and Gomorrah, Zoar , Admah and Zeboiim (kings were here 
more like the mayors of their towns) captured Lot and his household, causing 
Abram to send out his forces to rescue him: 


“And the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah and the king of Admah and the 
king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) came out; and they arrayed for 
battle against them in the valley of Siddim, against Chedorlaomer king of Elam and 
Tidal king of Gotim and Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four 
kings against five. Now the valley of Siddim was full of tar pits; and the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell into them. But those who survived fled to 
the hill country. Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their 
food supply, and departed. They also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, and his 
possessions and departed, for he was living in Sodom.” (Genesis 14:8-12 NASB) 
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We then see a glimpse of the One who is (and was) to come- a pre-incarnate type of 
Christ- in the form of Melchizadek, the King of Salem. We can safely assume he was 
consistent with God’s character, for he accepted a tithe as worship: “ Then after his 
return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king 
of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of 
God Most High. He blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered 
your enemies into your hand.” 


He gave him a tenth of all. The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to 
me and take the goods for yourself.” Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have 
sworn to the Lord God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that | will not take 
a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have 
made Abram rich.’ | will take nothing except what the young men have eaten, and 
the share of the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take 
their share.” (Genesis 14:17-24 NASB) Melchizadek is seen elsewhere in Scripture 
(Psalm 110, Hebrews 7:2), and is a person | will certainly question my Lord about 
when | reach heaven. It is always a source of joy and amazement to me that Jesus 
appears throughout Scripture, showing Himself through historical, poetic and 
prophetic literature in the Old Testament (Covenant) as well as the New! 


God has certainly not finished blessing His faith servant Abram. God promises 
Abram a son- a physical descendent, through which His people will multiply and 
bless the earth. The Scripture puts it this way: “After these things the word of the 
Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, | am a shield to you; 
Your reward shall be very great.” 


Abram said, “O Lord God, what will You give me, since | am childless, and the heir of 
my house Is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Since You have given no 
offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.” Then behold, the word of the 
Lord came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come 
forth from your own body, he shall be your heir. “And He took him outside and said, 
“Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” (Genesis 15:1-5 NASB) Abram, 
human like us, reasoned that God would surely not mean a physical heir- Abram 
was old, and Sara was barren- surely one born in Abram’s household would be 
Abram’s heir. God, however, had other- better- plans- as He always does! Abram 
would experience the miracle of a child- but only after he took matters in his own 
hands and had a child with Hagar (Genesis 16). God does the “impossible” all the 
time- as we see the testimony in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 17:27) 
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What follows is one of the key salvation verses in all of Scripture -Genesis 15:6. The 
NASB translation reads: “ 7hen he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as 
righteousness.” 


| am particularly fond of the commentary in McLaren’s Expositions: “It is remarkable 
to find this anticipation of New Testament teaching so far back. It is like finding one 
full-blown flower in a garden where all else is but swelling into bud. No wonder that 
Paul fastened on it to prove that justification by faith was older than Moses, than 
law or circumcision, that his teaching was the real original, and that faith lay at the 
foundation of the Old Testament religion. 


1. The Nature of Faith.-The metaphor in the Hebrew word is that of a man leaning 
all his weight on some strong stay. Surely that metaphor says more than many 
definitions. It teaches that the essence of faith is absolute reliance, and that unites 
us with Him on whom we rely. Its result will be steadfastness. We are weak, mobile, 
apt to be driven hither and thither, but light things lashed to fixed things become 
fixed. So ‘reeds shaken with wind’ are changed into iron pillars. 


2. The Object of Faith.-’Lord.’ It is a Person, not the promise but the Promiser. Of 
course, reliance on the Person results in acceptance of His word, and here it is 
God’s word as to the future. Our faith has to do with the future, but also with the 
past. Its object is Christ, the historic Christ, the living Christ, the Christ who will 
come again. How clear the nature of faith becomes when its object is clear! It 
cannot be mere assent, but trust. How clear becomes its identity in all ages! The 
creeds may be different in completeness, but the object of faith is the same, and 
the emotion is the same. 


3. The effect of Faith.-Righteous is conformity to the will of God. Abram was not 
righteous, but he yielded himself to God and trusted Him, and God accepted that as 


the equivalent of righteousness. The acceptance was shown by the Covenant, and 
by the fulfilment of the promises. 


So here is the great truth that faith is accepted for righteous. It is rightly regarded 
and treated as righteous, by the estimate of God, who estimates things as they 
really are. It is righteousness, for- 


{a} Faith is itself a supreme act of righteousness, as being accordant with God’s 
supreme desire for man. 


{b} Faith unites with Christ the righteous. 


{c} Faith will blossom out into all righteousness.” 


(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/genesis/15-6.htm) 


God then sealed His covenant promise with animal sacrifice, putting Abram into a 
“deep sleep”: And He said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” He said, “O Lord God, how may | 
know that | will possess it?” So He said to him, “Bring Me a three year old heifer, 
and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each 
half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. The birds of prey came down 
upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. 


Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, 
terror and great darkness fell upon him. God said to Abram, “Know for certain that 
your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be 
enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But | will also judge the nation whom 
they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions. As for you, 
you Shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. Then in 
the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet 
complete.” 


God prophesies as to the 400 years of Egyptian captivity that is to come, as well as 
the ultimate return of His people to the land. God’s timing again is perfect- the 
“iniquity of the Amorite” needed to be completed, as well as the sin of unbelief of 
God’s people after being delivered from Egypt. 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/wilderness-wandering.html) 


“It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there 
appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. 
On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants | 
have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates: the Kenite and the Kenizzite and the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the 
Perizzite and the Rephaim and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Girgashite 
and the Jebusite.” (Genesis 15:7-21 NASB) 


January 6, 2019 Genesis 16-18 


Once again Abram shows his unwillingness to “wait upon the Lord” and decides that 
Hagar, his wife’s servant, will be the source of his offspring. | cannot imagine Sarai 


approving of such an arrangement, even though polygamy was acceptable at that 
time. So Ishmael is conceived, and Sarai- seeing the physical reminder of her 
barrenness and her husband’s sexual relations with Hagar, despises Hagar and her 
unborn offspring Ishmael. The Scripture says: “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife had borne 
him no children, and she had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar. 2 So Sarai 
said to Abram, “Now behold, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. 
Please go in to my maid; perhaps | will obtain children through her.” And Abram 
listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 After Abram had lived ten years in the land of 
Canaan, Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to her 
husband Abram as his wife. 4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when 
she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her sight. 5 And Sarai 
said to Abram, “May the wrong done me be upon you. | gave my maid into your 
arms, but when she saw that she had conceived, | was despised in her sight. May 
the Lord judge between you and me.” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your maid 
is in your power; do to her what is good in your sight.” So Sarai treated her harshly, 
and she fled from her presence.” Genesis 16:1-6 NASB) 


God communicates to Hagar by an angel, and assures her of His love and 
protection. Abram was 86 at the time : “Moreover, the angel of the Lord said to her, 
“| will greatly multiply your descendants so that they will be too many to count.” 11 
The angel of the Lord said to her further, 


“Behold, you are with child, And you will bear a son; And you shall call his name 
Ishmael, Because the Lord has given heed to your affliction. 12 “He will be a wild 
donkey of a man, His hand will be against everyone, And everyone’s hand will be 
against him; And he will live to the east of all his brothers.” 


13 Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God who 
sees”; for she said, “Have | even remained alive here after seeing Him?” 14 
Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and 
Bered. 


15 So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar 
bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.” 
(Genesis 16:10-16 NASB) 


Hagar and Ishmael in the Desert, by Grigory Ugryumov (c. 1785) 


Some scholars believe Ishmael- a Semite- was the ancestor of the Arabic peoples 
living in the same fertile land that God gave to his people, the Hebrews. One might 
wonder why God would allow such a people to flourish and be a constant threat to 


His chosen people. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishmael) 


God remembered His covenant promise- and 13 years later, when Abram was 99, 
he is given the blessing of a son Isaac- through Sarai, and both Abram and Sarai are 
re-named to Abraham (father of nations) and Sara (princess). The covenant 
includes circumcision of all believing males, as a constant sign and reminder of the 
covenant. Scripture says it this way: “23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son, and 
all the servants who were born in his house and all who were bought with his 
money, every male among the men of Abraham’s household, and circumcised the 
flesh of their foreskin in the very same day, as God had said to him. 24 Now 
Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in 
the flesh of his foreskin. 26 In the very same day Abraham was circumcised, and 
Ishmael his son. 27 All the men of his household, who were born in the house or 
bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.” (Genesis 17:23- 
26 NASB) 


When told of the son that would be Abraham’s heir through Sara, Abraham laughed- 
yet was clearly assured by God that the descendants of this child would uniquely be 
His people. God the- as He does so many times- works past and through our 
sinfulness- ruling and over-ruling our half measures to accomplish His perfect will: “/ 
will bless her, and indeed | will give you a son by her. Then | will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 17 Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child be born to 
a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 
18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before You!” 19 But God 
said, “No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; 
and | will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his 
descendants after him. 20 As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | will bless him, 


and will make him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the 
father of twelve princes, and | will make him a great nation. 21 But My covenant | 
will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next year.” 
(Genesis 17:6-21 NASB) 


God then sends three angels to the “oaks of Mamre” where Abraham’s tent was 
located, and Abraham once again hears God’s promise of a son by Sara. Abraham 
laughed (again) at this seemingly impossible promise. His reaction earlier in 
Chapter 17 were: “Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, 
“Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety 
years old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live 
before You!” 19 But God said, “No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name Isaac; and | will establish My covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant for his descendants after him”. (Genesis 17:17-19 NASB). 
This is a central part of the narrative- once again Abraham wants his way and asks 
God to bless Ishmael- but God has a better plan! 


Laughing seems to be the order of the day! Sara also laughed at the prospect of an 
old, previously barren, woman bearing a child. Yet God could- and did- accomplish 
His purpose through them! The three angels- messengers from God- walked away in 
their departure and “looked toward Sodom”- where Lot and his family had settled. 
The angels wonder if Abraham should see what God is about to accomplish- the 
destruction of Sodom- since Abraham is to become a great nation. 


One Abraham understands the dire predicament of Sodom, he “bargains” with God. 
One might wonder if God then can “change His mind” due to circumstances. Surely 
it was God’s perfect will to remove these sinful people from the land. One might 
imagine that these who sinned boldly and disregarded God might be a trap and a 
sinful influence on God’s people. Whatever the reason- and we will probably never 
know this side of heaven- God planned to destroy this city and its people. The Bible 
presents it this way: ??And the LorD said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is 
indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. 711 will go down now, and see if 
they have done entirely according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, | 
will know.” 


22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 
was still standing before the Lorp. 7? Abraham came near and said, “Will You indeed 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked??4 Suppose there are fifty righteous 
within the city; will You indeed sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake 
of the fifty righteous who are in it? 7? Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay 
the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked 

are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal 
justly?” 76 So the LorD said, “If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then | 
will spare the whole place on their account.”?” And Abraham replied, “Now behold, | 
have ventured to speak to the Lord, although | am but dust and ashes. 78 Suppose 
the fifty righteous are lacking five, will You destroy the whole city because of five?” 
And He said, “/ will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” 7? He spoke to Him yet 
again and said, “Suppose forty are found there?” And He said, “I will not do it on 


account of the forty.” 7° Then he said, “Oh may the Lord not be angry, and | shall 
speak; suppose thirty are found there?” And He said, “I will not do it if | find thirty 
there.” 71 And he said, “Now behold, | have ventured to speak to the Lord; suppose 
twenty are found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it on account of the 
twenty.” 72 Then he said, “Oh may the Lord not be angry, and | shall speak only this 
once; suppose ten are found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it on account of 
the ten.” 33 As soon as He had finished speaking to Abraham the LorRD departed, and 
Abraham returned to his place.” (Genesis 18:20-33 NASB) 


Didn’t God- who is omniscient- already know the extent of the sinfulness of Sodom- 
including the number of faithful men among the people there? Why then does God 
appear to seek out the answer and then change the nature of His response 
accordingly? (verse 18:21) The answer may lie in the way that God’s revelation of 
Himself proceeds through what we call “time”. The ancient peoples interpreted 
God's action on the basis of their (very incomplete) understanding of God. What 
seemed to be a God who didn’t know the number of the faithful is likely a reflection 
of their misunderstanding of God himself. See the commentary 


(http://www.crivoice.org/genl8and22.htm) for a more extensive discussion of this 


issue of theology. 
January 7, 2019 Genesis 19-21 


The sins of Sodom...the “sodomites” are a subject of much controversial discussion 
in the church today. There is a great and growing divide over the authority (and by 
inference the reliability and inerrancy) of Scripture. Are we to stand with Martin 
Luther, whose phrase “sola scriptura” (Scripture only) is the basis of our authority, 
spiritual instruction, and understanding of God? (See : 
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-does-sola-scriptura-mean/) The Bible claims 
about itself several key doctrines: “A// Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV) In 
Isaiah 40 we see these words: “ The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of 
our God will stand forever.” (Isaiah 40:8 NEV) Jesus Himself assumed the authority 
of the Scriptures: “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
| have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17 NIV) 


Here we have the ugly story of men determined to have their brutal way with Lot’s 
guests: “Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded 
the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 5 and they called 
to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them 
out to us that we may have relations with them.” 6 But Lot went out to them at the 
doorway, and shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brothers, do not act 
wickedly. 8 Now behold, | have two daughters who have not had relations with man; 
please let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you like; only do 
nothing to these men, inasmuch as they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 
But they said, “Stand aside.” Furthermore, they said, “This one came in as an alien, 
and already he Is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” So 
they pressed hard against Lot and came near to break the door. 10 But the men 


reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the 
door. 11 They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, 
both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway.” 
(Genesis 19:4-11 NASB) 


Whatever the sin- homosexual rape, assault, some awful combination of the two- 
that the “men of Sodom” planned to carry out upon the guests, it was clearly 
deserving of God’s punishment. Lot is warned clearly by angel messengers to leave 
with his family to escape the coming destruction: “ When morning dawned, the 
angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, 
or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But he hesitated. So 
the men seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two 
daughters, for the compassion of the Lord was upon him; and they brought him out, 
and put him outside the city. 17 When they had brought them outside, one said, 
“Escape for your life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the 
valley; escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away.” (Genesis 19:15-17 
NASB) 


The destruction that followed was terrible and complete, bringing to my mind some 
of the terrible destruction described in the Revelation: “The sun had risen over the 
earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven, 25 and He overthrew those cities, 
and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 
26 But his wife, from behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 


27 Now Abraham arose early in the morning and went to the place where he had 
stood before the Lord; 28 and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
toward all the land of the valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land 
ascended like the smoke of a furnace.” (Genesis 19:23-28 NASB). 


The Lot’s family- perhaps infected by the same sins that prevailed in Sodom, 
decided to perpetrate their physical line by incest between Lot and his daughters: 
“Lot went up from Zoar, and stayed in the mountains, and his two daughters with 
him; for he was afraid to stay in Zoar; and he stayed in a cave, he and his two 
daughters. 71 Then the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is 
not aman on earth to come in to us after the manner of the earth. 7? Come, let us 
make our father drink wine, and let us lie with him that we may preserve our family 
through our father.” 7? So they made their father drink wine that night, and the 
firstborn went in and lay with her father; and he did not know when she lay down or 
when she arose. *4 On the following day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, | 
lay last night with my father; let us make him drink wine tonight also; then you go in 
and lie with him, that we may preserve our family through our father.” 7° So they 
made their father drink wine that night also, and the younger arose and lay with 
him; and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.?¢ Thus both the 
daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 7” The firstborn bore a son, and 
called his name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to this day. #8 As for the 
younger, she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi; he is the father of the 
sons of Ammon to this day.” (Genesis 19:30-38 NASB) 


The fruits of this incest were the Moabites and Ammonites, perpetual enemies of 
God’s people! 


Abraham, who lied once in Egypt about Sara by calling her sister, does the same to 
Abimelech: “Now Abraham journeyed from there toward the land of the Negev, and 
settled between Kadesh and Shur; then he sojourned in Gerar. Abraham said of 
Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 
But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him, “Behold, you 
are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is married.” 4 
Now Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, “Lord, will You slay a nation, 
even though blameless? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she 
herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my 
hands | have done this.” 6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, | know that in 
the integrity of your heart you have done this, and | also kept you from sinning 
against Me; therefore | did not let you touch her. 7 Now therefore, restore the man’s 
wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not 
restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” (Genesis 
20:1-7) 


Abraham then “apologizes to Abimelech, by claiming that Sara “really’ was his 
sister- but neglected to include the important fact that she was also his wife. God 
then restored the fertility of Abimelech’s household: “And Abimelech said to 
Abraham, “What have you encountered, that you have done this thing?” #* Abraham 
said, “Because | thought, surely there is no fear of God in this place, and they will 
kill me because of my wife. ” Besides, she actually is my sister, the daughter of my 
father, but not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife; # and it came 
about, when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, that | said to her, 
‘This is the kindness which you will show to me: everywhere we go, say of me, “He 
is my brother.”’” 4 Abimelech then took sheep and oxen and male and female 
servants, and gave them to Abraham, and restored his wife Sarah to 

him. ® Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you; settle wherever you 

please.” % To Sarah he said, “Behold, | have given your brother a thousand pieces of 
silver; behold, it is “your vindication before all who are with you, and before all men 
you are cleared.” ” Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife 
and his maids, so that they bore children. #* For the Lord had closed fast all the 
wombs of the household of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.” (Genesis 
20:10-18 NASB) 


God’s promised miracle then occurs! Isaac is conceived and born, and Abraham 
faithfully has Isaac (who name means “laughter”) circumcised on the eight day as 
God required: “Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did 
for Sarah as He had promised. 2 So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in 
his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham 
called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 4 
Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had 
commanded him. 5 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac 
was born to him. 6 Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears 
will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah 


would nurse children? Yet | have borne him a son in his old age.” 8 The child grew 
and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 
weaned.” (Genesis 21:1-8 NASB) 


We are all so very human, and Sarah showed her humanity by turning against 
Hagar and Ishmael once she had the son that she desired and God had provided. 
Her cruelty may have been the result of a long resentment of the arrangement that 
Abraham would father a child with Sara’s servant. God, being eternally merciful, 
had compassion on the exiled Hagar and Ishmael and preserved them both. | have 
wondered if God di this as a reminder to Abraham and his descendants as to the 
consequences of disobedience. The Scripture tells us: “Now Sarah saw the son of 
Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking. 10 Therefore she 
said to Abraham, “Drive out this maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall not 
be an heir with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because 
of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the lad 
and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your 
descendants shall be named. 13 And of the son of the maid | will make a nation 
also, because he is your descendant.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning and 
took bread and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar, putting them on her 
shoulder, and gave her the boy, and sent her away. And she departed and 
wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba. 


15 When the water in the skin was used up, she left the boy under one of the 
bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down opposite him, about a bowshot away, for 
she said, “Do not let me see the boy die.” And she sat opposite him, and lifted up 
her voice and wept. 17 God heard the lad crying; and the angel of God called to 
Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not 
fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is. 18 Arise, lift up the lad, and 
hold him by the hand, for | will make a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened 
her eyes and she saw a well of water; and she went and filled the skin with water 
and gave the lad a drink.” (Genesis 21:9-19 NASB) 


Gustav Dore Hagar and Ishmael Dying in the Wilderness 


And God caused Ishmael to thrive and prosper: “God was with the lad, and he grew; 
and he lived in the wilderness and became an archer. 21 He lived in the wilderness 
of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.” (Genesis 
21:20-21 NASB) 


Abraham then makes a covenant with Abimelech, who he previously deceived, to 
leave peacefully in Abimelech’s land. (Genesis 21:22-34) 


January 8, 2019 Genesis 22-24 


God’s test of Abraham...would he offer to God his son...his only son...the son of the 
Covenant Promise? WE struggle with this...did God “approve” child sacrifice- the 
detestable practice of followers of pagan religions that so often surrounded God’s 
people? Did Abraham believe that God would resurrect Isaac from the dead? Did 
Abraham truly simply trust God- after all, he had trusted God for so much in the 
past! We don’t know the state of mind or heart of Abraham- the Scripture merely 
tells us what transpired: “Now it came about after these things, that God tested 
Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” 2 He said, “Take 
now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | will tell 
you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt 
offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third 
day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. 5 Abraham said to 
his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and | and the lad will go over there; and 
we will worship and return to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 


and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here 1am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will 
provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them 
walked on together.” (Genesis 22:1-8 NASB) 


And God provided a lamb- just in time- as He always is! The lamb to many 
Christians is a “type” of Christ- the Lamb of God- who takes away the sin of the 
world by His sacrifice later in history. john 1:29; Rev 12:11). One of my favorite 
spiritual songs is “God Hath Provided the Lamb” 
(https://www.bing.com/videos/search? 


g=sing+halelujus+god+has+provided+the+lamb&view=detail&mid=FA154358AC 
E0303E6D2BFA154358ACE0303E6D2B&FORM=VIRE). And God did just that... 


“Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the 
altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. 10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to 
slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here 1am.” 12 He said, “Do not stretch out 
your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now | know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham 
raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by 
his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt 
offering in the place of his son. 14 Abraham called the name of that place The Lord 
Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.” 
(Genesis 21:9-14 NASB) 


God then renews His promise to Abraham- swearing “by Himself” that He will 
provide offspring and a promised land for them: “ Then the angel of the Lord called 
to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By Myself | have sworn, 
declares the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 indeed | will greatly bless you, and | will greatly multiply your 
seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your 
seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 21:15-18 
NASB) 


Since | am an avid Georgia Tech fan, | often tease fans of other schools by solemnly 
(with tongue in cheek) claiming that our mascot is in the Bible. He is found in 
Genesis 21:21 “Buz his brother” of course whimsically showing that Buzz, the 
Georgia Tech mascot, has early Biblical origin. Sometime when dealing with 
University of Georgia fans | remind them that “dogs” in the Scripture are a generally 
despicable lot! 


The beautiful Sarah then dies, and Abraham seeks a proper place of burial, finally 
settling on a purchased cave in Hebron: “Now Sarah lived one hundred and twenty- 
seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba 
(that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah 


and to weep for her. 3 Then Abraham rose from before his dead, and spoke to the 
sons of Heth, saying, 4 “1am a stranger and a sojourner among you; give me a 
burial site among you that |! may bury my dead out of my sight.” (Genesis 22:1-4) 
Abraham's words echo in those of his grandson Jacob in Egypt, speaking to the 
Pharaoh “And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred 
and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of 
the pilgrimage of my fathers.” (Genesis 37:9) We are all sojourners and pilgrims on 
this earth- this is not our permanent home! 


Isaac grows to maturity, and now needs a wife. God fills this need, in an 
extravagant and wonderful way. After all, doesn’t God delight in giving His children 
gifts? James tells us “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with whom there Is no variation or shadow due to 
change.” James 1:17 ESV; Matthew’s gospel tells us “/f you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11 ESV). The “gift” in 
this case is exactly the right wife for Isaac, Rebekah, who is described in Genesis 23 
as: “very beautiful, a virgin, and no man had had relations with her” (Genesis 
24:16). God could have chosen anyone to be the bride of Isaac, but shows His 
extravagant love by providing one who was not only beautiful but beautiful in spirit, 
showing kindness and wonderful upbringing. She gave Isaac’s servant water, and 
then quickly provided for the camels as well: “Then the servant ran to meet her, 
and said, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my 
lord”; and she quickly lowered her jar to her hand, and gave him a drink. 19 Now 
when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw also for your camels 
until they have finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, 
and ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all his camels.” (Genesis 24:17- 
20 NASB) 


Isaac’s servant recognizes this gift from God- she is in the family of God’s people..! 
He gives thanks: “He said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 


who has not forsaken His lovingkindness and His truth toward my master; as for me, 
the Lord has guided me in the way to the house of my master’s brothers.” (Genesis 
24:27 NASB) Rebekah has a brother named Laban (Genesis 24:29)- we will see him 
later as he deals with Jacob! The newly gifted bride to be is then sent to Isaac with a 
blessing (and an entourage!): “Thus they sent away their sister Rebekah and her 
nurse with Abraham's servant and his men. 60 They blessed Rebekah and said to 
her, 


“May you, our sister, 

Become thousands of ten thousands, 

And may your descendants possess 

The gate of those who hate them.” (Genesis 24:59-60 NASB) 


Isaac then marries the lovely Rebekah, and is comforted after his mother Sara’s 
death: “Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and he took Rebekah, 
and she became his wife, and he loved her; thus Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death.” (Genesis 24:67 NASB) 


January 9, 2019 Genesis 25-27 


Abram then marries another wife, fathers several children, but is careful to leave his 
inheritance to Isaac and his family. The Scripture records that Abraham gave 
“gifts” to the other children and “sent them away”, perhaps preserving his best for 
Isaac and family: “Now Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 
She bore to him Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah. 
3 Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were 
Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah and Epher 
and Hanoch and Abida and Eldaah. All these were the sons of Keturah. 5 Now 
Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac; 6 but to the sons of his concubines, 
Abraham gave gifts while he was still living, and sent them away from his son Isaac 
eastward, to the land of the east.” (Genesis 25:1-6 NASB) 


Abram then dies, at an age that would be a world’s record for longevity in this age, 
at 175 years and was buried with his beloved wife Sarah: “These are all the years of 
Abraham's life that he lived, one hundred and seventy-five years. 8 Abraham 
breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life; and 
he was gathered to his people. 9 Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, facing Mamre, 
10 the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth; there Abraham was 
buried with Sarah his wife. 11 It came about after the death of Abraham, that God 
blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac lived by Beer-lahai-roi.” Genesis 25:7-11 (NASB) 


Ishmael’s descendants are listed, along with his age at death of 137. | have 
wondered if this “parallel” family was retained by God as a threat, a reminder, and 
a Spiritual “landmark” of the consequences of Abraham’s insistence on his own plan 
of having physical descendants. 


God, who is the God of surprises and serendipity, answer’s Isaac and Rebekah’s 
prayers for children by giving them twins. Furthermore, two more different and 
difficult twins could hardly be found. The children are described by God as being of 
“two nations” (Genesis 25:23), and again, surprisingly, the older was to serve the 
younger! Have we seen this pattern before? “The first shall be last (Luke 13:30 
Matthew 20:16), the least the greatest among you” (Matthew 11:11), and so on with 
the many contradictions that form the surprising pattern of God’s dealings with us! 
The firstborn was hairy and red (Hebrew “Edom”), and was followed in birth by one 
who grasped his heel (Jacob- “grasper”). 


And the scheming Jacob would soon steal the birthright- and later the blessing- from 
his older brother: 27 When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man 
of the field, but Jacob was a peaceful man, living in tents. 28 Now Isaac loved Esau, 
because he had a taste for game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 When Jacob had 
cooked stew, Esau came in from the field and he was famished; 30 and Esau said to 
Jacob, “Please let me have a swallow of that red stuff there, for 1am famished.” 
Therefore his name was called Edom. 31 But Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” 32 Esau said, “Behold, | am about to die; so of what use then is the 
birthright to me?” 33 And Jacob said, “First swear to me”; so he swore to him, and 
sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he 
ate and drank, and rose and went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
(Genesis 25:27-34 NASB) 


Isaac moved among the Philistines because of a “famine”, and seemed to be 
infected with the same brand of lying as his father Abraham. Isaac, too, had a 
beautiful wife, and he also lied about her- claiming her to be his sister- when 
confronted! The Scriptures tell us: “Now there was a famine in the land, besides the 
previous famine that had occurred in the days of Abraham. So Isaac went to Gerar, 
to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 The Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not 
go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which | shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land and 
/ will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants | will give all 
these lands, and ! will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 4 1 
will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your 
descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed; 5 because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes and My laws.” 


6 So Isaac lived in Gerar. 7 When the men of the place asked about his wife, he 
said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “my wife,” thinking, “the men of 
the place might kill me on account of Rebekah, for she is beautiful.” 8 It came 
about, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines 
looked out through a window, and saw, and behold, Isaac was caressing his wife 
Rebekah. 9 Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Behold, certainly she is your 
wife! How then did you say, ‘She is my sister’?” And Isaac said to him, “Because | 
said, ‘I might die on account of her.’” 10 Abimelech said, “What is this you have 
done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would 


have brought guilt upon us.” 11 So Abimelech charged all the people, saying, “He 
who touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.” (Genesis 26:1-11 
NASB 


According to the “authoritative source” Wikipedia, this is the same Abimelech that 
Abraham lied to about Sarah: “Abimelech was most prominently the name of a 
polytheistic king of Gerar who is mentioned in two of the three wife-sister narratives 
in Genesis, in connection with both Abraham (chap. 20) and Isaac (chap. 26).” 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abimelech) 


God repeats his blessing of Abraham to Isaac, citing Abraham's faithfulness and 
obedience (Gen 26:3-5). Then, as often happens with nomadic peoples dependent 
on water- specifically well water- there is a dispute over wells. Eventually a 
covenant was reached with Abimlelech. Interestingly, one of the driving forces to 
establishment of the covenant was the sense of Godliness about Isaac and his 
family and workers. The men of Gerer put it this way: 28 They said, “We see plainly 
that the Lord has been with you; so we said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us, 
even between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, 29 that you will do 
us no harm, just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but 
good and have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed of the Lord.’” 
(Genesis 26:28-29 NASB). Oh that our witness would be as consistent, positive and 
winning as that! 


The great deception now occurs. Isaac, old and nearly blind, prepares to give his 
blessing to his oldest son Esau. This was no trivial matter! Please see 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/fathers-blessing.html) for more details. To thwart the 
expected blessing of Esau, Jacob and his mother had to conspire and perform 
trickery. One might wonder why Rebekah would conspire with Jacob...was he her 
“favorite”? Did she fear the rough outdoorsman that her firstborn had become? 
Did she remember that Esau was a thorn in Jacob’s side (Genesis 26:34-35)? 
Whatever the reason, the deception was elaborate and successful. The Scripture 
records these events like this: 5 Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to his son 
Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game to bring home, 6 Rebekah 
said to her son Jacob, “Behold, | heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 
saying, 7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare a savory dish for me, that | may eat, 
and bless you in the presence of the Lord before my death.’ 8 Now therefore, my 
son, listen to me as | command you. 9 Go now to the flock and bring me two choice 
young goats from there, that | may prepare them as a savory dish for your father, 
such as he loves. 10 Then you shall bring it to your father, that he may eat, so that 
he may bless you before his death.” 11 Jacob answered his mother Rebekah, 
“Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man and 1am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my 
father will feel me, then | will be as a deceiver in his sight, and | will bring upon 
myself a curse and not a blessing.” 13 But his mother said to him, “Your curse be on 
me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me.” 14 So he went and got 
them, and brought them to his mother; and his mother made savory food such as 
his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her elder son, 
which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And 
she put the skins of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his 


neck. 17 She also gave the savory food and the bread, which she had made, to her 
son Jacob. 


18 Then he came to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here | am. Who 
are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his father, “| am Esau your firstborn; | have done 
as you told me. Get up, please, sit and eat of my game, that you may bless me.” 20 
Isaac said to his son, “How ts it that you have it so quickly, my son?” And he said, 
“Because the Lord your God caused it to happen to me.” 21 Then Isaac said to 
Jacob, “Please come close, that | may feel you, my son, whether you are really my 
son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob came close to Isaac his father, and he felt him and 
said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He 
did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; 
so he blessed him. 24 And he said, “Are you really my son Esau?” And he said, “1 
am.” 25 So he said, “Bring it to me, and! will eat of my son’s game, that | may bless 
you.” And he brought it to him, and he ate; he also brought him wine and he drank. 
26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Please come close and kiss me, my son.” 27 
So he came close and kissed him; and when he smelled the smell of his garments, 
he blessed him and said, 


“See, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field which the Lord has blessed; 28 
Now may God give you of the dew of heaven, And of the fatness of the earth, And 
an abundance of grain and new wine;29 May peoples serve you, And nations bow 
down to you; Be master of your brothers, And may your mother’s sons bow down to 
you. Cursed be those who curse you, And blessed be those who bless you.” 
(Genesis 27:1-29 NASB) 


So in a sense Jacob passed the “food” and “smell” tests! The stolen birthright and 
blessing were both clearly in God’s plan, as we shall see later in the narrative. 
Jacob’s sons were to become patriarchs in their own right, leading the twelve tribes 
of Israel. Each were to be later blessed by Jacob and would form the basis if the 
structure of God’s people for thousands of years. Yet this was all based on deceit 
and trickery. Could it be that God can use fallible, sinful human beings to 
accomplish His purposes? The anger Esau felt was real, and he threatened to kill 
Jacob: “4 So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his 
father had blessed him; and Esau said “to himself, “The days of mourning for my 
father are near; then | will kill my brother Jacob. ’4?2 Now when the words of her elder 
son Esau were reported to Rebekah, she sent and called her younger son Jacob, and 
said to him, “Behold your brother Esau is consoling himself concerning you by 
planning to kill you. #2 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice, and arise, “flee 

to Haran, to my brother Laban! “ Stay with him a few days, until your brother's 

fury “subsides, * until your brother’s anger against you subsides and he 

forgets what you did to him. Then | will send and get you from there. Why should | 
be bereaved of you both in one day?” 


46 Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am tired of “living because of the daughters of Heth; if 
Jacob takes a wife from the daughters of Heth, like these, from the daughters of the 
land, what good will my life be to me?” (Genesis 27:41-46 NASB) We will see many 
cases where what man intended for evil is used by God for good! (Genesis 50:20). 


January 10, 2019 Genesis 28-30 


The brothers are still divided! Jacob follows his father’s directions to leave Canaan 
and avoid intermarriage with Canaanite women, but Esau does just that to spite his 
family. The Scriptures tell us:” So /saac called Jacob and blessed him and charged 
him, and said to him, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 
Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father; and from 
there take to yourself a wife from the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 3 
May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may 
become a company of peoples. 4 May He also give you the blessing of Abraham, to 
you and to your descendants with you, that you may possess the land of your 
sojournings, which God gave to Abraham.” 5 Then Isaac sent Jacob away, and he 
went to Paddan-aram to Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of 
Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau. 


6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to 
take to himself a wife from there, and that when he blessed him he charged him, 
saying, “You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan,” 7 and that Jacob 
had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Paddan-aram. 8 So Esau saw 
that the daughters of Canaan displeased his father Isaac; 9 and Esau went to 


Ishmael, and married, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of 
Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth.” (Genesis 28:1-9 NASB) 


We then see Jacob encounter a strange visitation from God- a visitation, a vision, 
and a “wrestling match”. The ladder itself has been interpreted by some to be a 
prophetic vision of Jesus Himself john 1:51) “And he (Jesus) said to him, 'Truly, 
truly | say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man." (ESV)” Some have suggested that this ladder or 
stairway represents God reaching to earth, just as man had (sinfully) reached for 
heaven in the form of the Tower of Babel (https://www.thoughtco.com/jacobs- 
ladder-bible-story-summary-700200). However the theology, it is certainly a 
dramatic sequence of events: “Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went 
toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the 
sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, 
and lay down in that place. 12 He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the 
earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “/ 
am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on 
which you lie, | will give it to you and to your descendants. 14 Your descendants will 
also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the 
east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, | am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | 
have done what | have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and | did not know it.” 17 He was afraid and 
said, “How awesome Is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven.” 


18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his 
head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on its top. 19 He called the name of that 
place Bethel; however, previously the name of the city had been Luz. 20 Then Jacob 
made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey that | 
take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, 21 and! return to my 
father’s house in safety, then the Lord will be my God. 22 This stone, which | have 
set up as a pillar, will be God’s house, and of all that You give me | will surely give a 
tenth to You.” (Genesis 28:10-22 NASB) The scheming Jacob made an altar and a 
promise to worship God and honor Him with a tenth (tithe)! 


Jacob’s Ladder-illustration from the 1728 Figures de /a Bible; illustrated by Gerard Hoet 
(1648-1733) 


“She was so pretty | just had to cry.” This literally is what Jacob did after kissing the 
lovely Rachel (Genesis 30:11). Remember Laban? His daughters were soon to be 
the center of a 14 year indentured servanthood by Jacob. He desperately wanted to 
marry Rachel, but was instead provided Rachel’s older sister Leah. One might 
wonder how this was possible...couldn’t Jacob see who his bride was at the 
wedding? Customs then called for the bride to be veiled, and only revealed to her 
new husband in darkness. He would not see his bride’s face until the following 
morning (see: https://thetorah.com/how-is-it-possible-that-jacob-mistakes-leah-for- 
rachel/; https://www.gotquestions.org/Leah-and-Rachel.html). Either way, Jacob’s 
seven years of labor were to be followed by another seven to finally marry the 
beautiful Rachel. The story reads this way: “ “Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because 
you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall 
your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, 
and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 And Leah’s eyes were weak, but 
Rachel was beautiful of form and face. 18 Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, “I will 
serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is 
better that | give her to you than to give her to another man; stay with me.” 20 So 
Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days 
because of his love for her.” (Genesis 30:15-20 NASB) 


The trap was then sprung, and Jacob had another seven years to serve! “Then Jacob 
said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my time is completed, that |! may go in to her.” 
22 Laban gathered all the men of the place and made a feast. 23 Now in the 
evening he took his daughter Leah, and brought her to him; and Jacob went in to 
her. 24 Laban also gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid. 25 So it 
came about in the morning that, behold, it was Leah! And he said to Laban, “What 
is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that | served with you? Why then 


have you deceived me?” 26 But Laban said, “It is not the practice in our place to 
marry off the younger before the firstborn. 27 Complete the week of this one, and 
we will give you the other also for the service which you shall serve with me for 
another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so and completed her week, and he gave him 
his daughter Rachel as his wife. 29 Laban also gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter 
Rachel as her maid. 30 So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and indeed he loved Rachel 
more than Leah, and he served with Laban for another seven years.” (Genesis 
30:21-30 NASB) 


God has a special compassion for the unloved- He gave Leah great fertility, but kept 
Rachel barren. Leah was the mother of Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah- key 
figures (and tribes) in Israel. Judah of course, was the physical ancestor of Jesus! 


Rachel would only be the mother of Joseph, the “favorite son” the one whom Jacob 
loved perhaps more than the other sons. The story of Genesis from here on is the 
story of Jacob’s sons (and the blessings he gives to them). How ironic that Joseph’s 
sons would also receive a “reverse blessing” from Jacob, the beneficiary of such a 
blessing himself (Genesis 48:8-20). 


Joseph and Laban then agree on the division of livestock, and Jacob proves to be 
more than a match for Laban: 27 But Laban said to him, “If now it pleases you, stay 
with me; | have divined that the Lord has blessed me on your account.” 28 He 
continued, “Name me your wages, and | will give it.” 29 But he said to him, “You 
yourself know how | have served you and how your cattle have fared with me. 30 
For you had little before | came and it has increased to a multitude, and the Lord 
has blessed you wherever | turned. But now, when shall | provide for my own 
household also?” 31 So he said, “What shall 1 give you?” And Jacob said, “You shall 
not give me anything. If you will do this one thing for me, | will again pasture and 
keep your flock: 32 let me pass through your entire flock today, removing from 
there every speckled and spotted sheep and every black one among the lambs and 
the spotted and speckled among the goats; and such shall be my wages. 33 So my 
honesty will answer for me later, when you come concerning my wages. Every one 
that is not speckled and spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if 
found with me, will be considered stolen.” 34 Laban said, “Good, let it be according 
to your word.” 35 So he removed on that day the striped and spotted male goats 
and all the speckled and spotted female goats, every one with white in it, and all 
the black ones among the sheep, and gave them into the care of his sons. 36 And 
he put a distance of three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed 
the rest of Laban’s flocks. 


37 Then Jacob took fresh rods of poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled 
white stripes in them, exposing the white which was in the rods. 38 He set the rods 
which he had peeled in front of the flocks in the gutters, even in the watering 
troughs, where the flocks came to drink; and they mated when they came to drink. 
39 So the flocks mated by the rods, and the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, 
and spotted. 40 Jacob separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the 
striped and all the black in the flock of Laban; and he put his own herds apart, and 


did not put them with Laban’s flock. 41 Moreover, whenever the stronger of the 
flock were mating, Jacob would place the rods in the sight of the flock in the gutters, 
so that they might mate by the rods; 42 but when the flock was feeble, he did not 
put them in; so the feebler were Laban’s and the [ah]stronger Jacob’s. 43 So the 
man [ai]Jbecame exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks and female and male 
servants and camels and donkeys.” (Genesis 30:27-43 NASB) Certainly a biologist 
would struggle to explain how “gene manipulation” could be accomplished this way! 
(https://www. bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/19703/ 
Streaked-Speckled-Spotted-Offspring.htm; https://biblicalfoundations.weebly.com/is- 
jacobs-stick-trick-scientific.html) 


January 11, 2019 Genesis 31-33 


More dysfunctionality in the Laban/Jacob family! Jacob’s cleverness caused his 
flocks to increase and be vigorous and health, while Laban’s went in the opposite 
direction. And now Laban’s shepherds and others started to complain that Jacob 
had “cheated” them! The bad blood got to the point where Jacob could clearly see 
that he and his household must move away. He shows his human nature by 
“sneaking away in the dark”. Laban’s daughter Rachel even takes the “family 
idols”. Why did the godly Laban have “family idols” at all? The consensus seems to 
be that these were “teraphim” and were used as a part of the worship of God, so 
they were not “false gods” but part of (incorrect) worship 
(https://nermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/2516/what-are-the-teraphim- 
household-gods-rachel-stole-from-laban) Laban rightly considered them his 
property, and Jacob apparently did not know of the theft: ”“7hen Jacob arose and put 
his children and his wives upon camels; 18 and he drove away all his livestock and 
all his property which he had gathered, his acquired livestock which he had 
gathered in Paddan-aram, to go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac. 19 When 
Laban had gone to shear his flock, then Rachel stole the household idols that were 
her father’s. 20 And Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him that he 
was fleeing. 21 So he fled with all that he had; and he arose and crossed the 
Euphrates River, and set his face toward the hill country of Gilead.” (Genesis 31:17- 
21 NASB) 


Jacob felt falsely accused, but certainly should have realized a father would at least 
want to say his goodbyes to children and grandchildren! The two make a covenant 
between them, and mark the covenant/place with stones. We will see this pattern 
throughout the Old Covenant See 
(https://thewhisperofgod.wordpress.com/2015/03/23/covenants-and-stones/ ): 
“Then Jacob became angry and contended with Laban; and Jacob said to Laban, 
“What is my transgression? What is my sin that you have hotly pursued me? 37 
Though you have felt through all my goods, what have you found of all your 
household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may 
decide between us two. 38 These twenty years | have been with you; your ewes and 
your female goats have not miscarried, nor have | eaten the rams of your flocks. 39 
That which was torn of beasts | did not bring to you; | bore the loss of it myself. You 
required it of my hand whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40 Thus | was: by 
day the heat consumed me and the frost by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 


41 These twenty years | have been in your house; | served you fourteen years for 
your two daughters and six years for your flock, and you changed my wages ten 
times. 42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had 
not been for me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has 
seen my affliction and the toil of my hands, so He rendered judgment last night.” 
Then Laban replied to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, and the children are 
my children, and the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can 
| do this day to these my daughters or to their children whom they have borne? 44 
So now come, let us make a covenant, you and I, and let it be a witness between 
you and me.” 45 Then Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar.” (Genesis 31:36- 
45 NASB) 


Remember Esau? He was “armed and dangerous”- having gathered “400 men” 
with him and Jacob was justifiably afraid! His response showed some of his 
cleverness- he divided the family into two groups, reasoning that if one were 
attached the other could flee and survive: “ 6 The messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and furthermore he is coming to meet you, 
and four hundred men are with him.” 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and 
distressed; and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the 
herds and the camels, into two companies; 8 for he said, “If Esau comes to the one 
company and attacks it, then the company which is left will escape.” (Genesis 32: 6- 
8 NASB) He also planned to appease Esau with extravagant gifts: “So he spent the 
night there. Then he selected from what he had with him a present for his brother 
Esau: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and 
twenty rams, 15 thirty milking camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, 
twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16 He delivered them into the hand 
of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on before me, 
and put a space between droves.” 17 He commanded the one in front, saying, 
“When my brother Esau meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you belong, 
and where are you going, and to whom do these animals in front of you belong?’ 18 
then you shall say, ‘These belong to your servant Jacob; it is a present sent to my 
lord Esau. And behold, he also is behind us.’” 19 Then he commanded also the 
second and the third, and all those who followed the droves, saying, “After this 
manner you Shall speak to Esau when you find him; 20 and you shall say, ‘Behold, 
your servant Jacob also is behind us.’” For he said, “I will appease him with the 
present that goes before me. Then afterward | will see his face; perhaps he will 
accept me.” Genesis 32:13-20 NASB) 


We then encounter a defining moment in the history of God’s people- Jacob wrestles 
all night with a being, which we come to find is either an angel of God or- more 
likely- God Himself! The name given to Jacob becomes “Israel”- one who “strives 
with God”. God’s plans will be fulfilled through Jacob’s family. Though he was 
sinful- manipulative, selfish and cleverly evil- God used him! What an inspiration 
that God uses whomever He wishes at whatever time to accomplish Hs purposes 
among men! The Scripture describes the scene like this: “24 Then Jacob was left 
alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had 
not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of 


Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me 
go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless 
me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 He said, 
“Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and 
with men and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me 
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him 
there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “| have seen God face to 
face, yet my life has been preserved.” 31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he 
crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh. 32 Therefore, to this day the 
sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the thigh, 
because he touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the hip.” (Genesis 
32:24-32 NASB) Jacob marvels that he has seen the face of God and has not been 
consumed or destroyed. Would it be that we would reverence our God this much! 


Jacob Wrestles With God by JC Stiles Art 


“Women and children first”...a rule seen in disasters when the escape of everyone 
is not likely. We see a touching example of this is the stories of the evacuation of 
the Titanic (https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/titanic7.htm) . In this case, 
though, the women and children were a “buffer” between Esau and Jacob. Jacob 
deliberately exposed the most vulnerable in his company to the greatest potential 
danger! However, Esau was conciliatory and forgiving: “ Then Jacob lifted his eyes 
and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he 
divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. 2 He put the maids 
and their children in front, and Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph 
last. 3 But he himself passed on ahead of them and bowed down to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to his brother. 


4 Then Esau ran to meet him and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed 
him, and they wept. 5 He lifted his eyes and saw the women and the children, and 
said, “Who are these with you?” So he said, “The children whom God has graciously 
given your servant.” 6 Then the maids came near with their children, and they 
bowed down. 7 Leah likewise came near with her children, and they bowed down; 
and afterward Joseph came near with Rachel, and they bowed down. 8 And he said, 
“What do you mean by all this company which | have met?” And he said, “To find 
favor in the sight of my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have plenty, my brother; let what 
you have be your own.” 10 Jacob said, “No, please, if now | have found favor in your 
sight, then take my present from my hand, for | see your face as one sees the face 
of God, and you have received me favorably. 11 Please take my gift which has been 
brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me and because | have 
plenty.” Thus he urged him and he took it.” (Genesis 33:1-11 NASB) 


Crisis averted...by the gracious God who put forgiveness and kindness in Esau’s 
heart! What a testimony to the heart and life changing power of God! Jacob then 
settles in Shechem and Cain in Seir, and Jacob makes an altar- a commemoration 
and called the altar “El-Elohe- Israel” (God- the God of Israel). Was he relieved, 
surprised, and grateful for God’s goodness and the forgiving spirit He had put in 
Esau? The events are described in this way: “Now Jacob came safely to the city of 
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Paddan-aram, and 
camped before the city. 19 He bought the piece of land where he had pitched his 
tent from the hand of the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces 
of money. 20 Then he erected there an altar and called it El-Elohe-/srael.” Genesis 
33:18-20 NASB) 


January 12, 2019 Genesis 34-36 


Family honor...and the honor of a daughter. These are subjects full of emotion and 
controversy to this day. In Jacob’s family, not only sons but daughters were born. 
We hear mostly about the sons, since thie Scripture reflects the patriarchal society 
at the time, but the rules of descent for the Jewish people go through the mother- 
not the father. The common sense reason is that there is never any doubt a to who 
one’s mother is! 


In this story of trickery, revenge and the aftermath of revenge we see the central 
issue is the honor of Dinah- Jacob’s daughter by Leah. One of the Hivites- who were 
Canaanites (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hivite)- was strongly attracted to Dinah 
and raped her: “Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, 
went out to visit the daughters of the land. 2 When Shechem the son of Hamor the 
Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay with her by force.” 
(Genesis 34:1-2 NASB) Since Schechem was so deeple attracted to her, Dinah’s 
brothers laid a trp with her as bait. They would allow the marriage, they said, but 
only if the household of Schechem were all circumcised! On the third day after 
circumcision, when the men were all “in pain”, the brothers attacked them and 
killed them all: “Now it came about on the third day, when they were in pain, that 
two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and 
came upon the city unawares, and killed every male. 26 They killed Hamor and his 


son Shechem with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from Shechem’s house, 
and went forth. 27 Jacob’s sons came upon the slain and looted the city, because 
they had defiled their sister. 28 They took their flocks and their herds and their 
donkeys, and that which was in the city and that which was in the field; 29 and they 
captured and looted all their wealth and all their little ones and their wives, even all 
that was in the houses.” (Genesis 34:25-29 NASB) 


Jacob was worried that this drastic action of his sons Simeon and Levi would bring 
trouble, but they argued that their sister’s honor and dignity were at stake: “Then 
Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by making me 
odious among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; 
and my men being few in number, they will gather together against me and attack 
me and | will be destroyed, | and my household.” 31 But they said, “Should he treat 
our sister as a harlot?” (Genesis 34:30-31 NASB) 


God instructs His servant to move- and the faithful servants do just that! Terah and 
Abram, and now Jacob were told to “pull up roots” and move to a place of God’s 
choosing. How hard it is sometimes to see the wisdom of God, and the blessings He 
holds for those who follow His direction! Jacob was faithful and did as God 
commanded: “As they journeyed, there was a great terror upon the cities which 
were around them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6 So Jacob came to 
Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were 
with him. 7 He built an altar there, and called the place El-bethel, because there 
God had revealed Himself to him when he fled from his brother. 8 Now Deborah, 
Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried below Bethel under the oak; it was 
named Allon-bacuth.” (Genesis 35:5-8 NASB) God’s protection was shown by the 
“great terror” that prevented the Canaanites from attacking this relatively small 
band of travelers. 


When Jacob reaches his destination, a blessing awaits. God renames Jacob as Israel 


“God struggles with/judges” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel (name)). God 


repeats the blessing of a multitude of descendants who will live in this land, 
including kings: Then God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan- 
aram, and He blessed him. 10 God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; You shall no 
longer be called Jacob, But Israel shall be your name.” Thus He called him Israel. 11 
God also said to him, 


“lam God Almighty; 

Be fruitful and multiply; 

A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, 
And kings shall come forth from you. 

12 “The land which | gave to Abraham and Isaac, 

/ will give it to you, 


And | will give the land to your descendants after you.” 


13 Then God went up from him in the place where He had spoken with him. 14 
Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He had spoken with him, a pillar of stone, 
and he poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. 15 So Jacob named 
the place where God had spoken with him, Bethel.” (Genesis 35:9-15 NASB) 


Jacob’s Altar at Bethel 


Rachel dies giving birth to Jacob’s last son Benjamin, and Reuben “lays with” one of 
his father’s concubines, a fact which Jacob apparently knew. Interestingly (and 
maybe puzzlingly and horrifyingly) there appears to be no consequence to Reuben’s 
incest (https://thetorah.com/did-reuben-lie-with-bilhah/): “Then they journeyed from 
Bethel; and when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel began to 
give birth and she suffered severe labor. 17 When she was in severe labor the 
midwife said to her, “Do not fear, for now you have another son.” 18 It came about 
as her soul was departing (for she died), that she named him Ben-oni; but his father 
called him Benjamin. 19 So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that 
is, Bethlehem). 20 Jacob set up a pillar over her grave; that is the pillar of Rachel’s 
grave to this day. 21 Then Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the 
tower of Eder. 


22 It came about while Israel was dwelling in that land, that Reuben went and lay 
with Bilhah his father’s concubine, and Israel heard of it.” (Genesis 34:16-22 NASB) 


After the Scripture lists Jacob’s sons, then a brief account is given of Isaac’s death 
at 180 years of age and his burial. Esau and Jacob appeared to work in harmony in 
honoring their father in his burial: “Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and 
eighty years. 29 Isaac breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, an 
old man of ripe age; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.” (Genesis 34:28-29 
NASB) 


The Scripture than lists the genealogy of Esau in some detail. Why, we might ask, 
was such detail devoted to the families of what would become the Edomites? As 


seen in the later histories of Israel and Edom, the two tribes/families warred and 
competed constantly. The prophesy of Scripture that the older (Edom) would serve 
the younger (Jacob/Israel) was fulfilled in later history. Once again, the reliability 
and accuracy of prophesy is clearly demonstrated. 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Edomites.html) Perhaps we might rationalize this is 
the disobedience of Esau as evidenced in his intermarriage with the pagan 
Cannanites: “Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter 
of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah and the granddaughter of 
Zibeon the Hivite; 3 also Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the sister of Nebaioth.” 
(Genesis 36:2-3 NASB) 


January 13, 2019 Genesis 37-39 


What happens when a parent (or parents) show “favoritism”- loving one child more 
than others- and perhaps showing this greater affection in obvious ways? Trouble 
inevitably results. Just as Jacob was more loved by his mother, and Esau his father, 
Joseph was more loved than his brothers. The rest of Genesis is a narrative about 
Joseph, a remarkably gifted person who nonetheless was foolish in trumpeting his 
gifts in front of his siblings. We read: “Jacob lived in the land where his father had 
stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the account of Jacob’s family line. 


Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the 
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father 
a bad report about them. 


3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been 
born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. 4 When his brothers 
saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could 
not speak a kind word to him. 


5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the 
more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream | had: 7 We were binding sheaves of 
grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your 
sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 


8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule 
us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 


9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “| had 
another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down 
to me.” 


10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, 
“What Is this dream you had? Will your mother and | and your brothers actually 
come and bow down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of 
him, but his father kept the matter in mind.” (Genesis 37:1-11 NASB) 


The opportunity for revenge against this favored sibling came later, when the older 
brothers were tending flocks near Dothan (from which Dothan, Alabama gets its 


name). They initially wanted to kill him, but instead imprisoned him in a cistern and 
sold him into slavery. To cover their misdeed, the soaked Joseph’s beautiful 
multicolored robe in animal blood. Thus the deceiver Jacob was deceived, and 
mourned the loss of the child of his old age. Interestingly (to me, at least), the 
youngest son Benjamin, also the child of Jacob’s old age, was not held in such high 
esteem as Joseph. Reuben, the oldest son, seemed to be the only brother with a 
sense of decency and wisdom, and was Joseph’s only advocate: “Here comes that 
dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into 
one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see 
what comes of his dreams.” 


21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take 
his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the 
wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them 
and take him back to his father. 


23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate 
robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The 
cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 


25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and 
myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 


26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up 
his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; 
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. 


28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of 
the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took 
him to Egypt. 


29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore 
his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where 
can | turn now?” (Genesis 37:19-30 NASB) 


Once this deception was made, and Jacob’s mourning had begun for his lost 
(presumed dead) son, Joseph’s earthly fate was now with Potiphar, a high official in 
the Egyptian government: “Then they got Joseph's robe, slaughtered a goat and 
dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They took the ornate robe back to their father and 
said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.” 


33 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has 
devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” 


34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many 
days. 35 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be 
comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue to mourn until | join my son in the grave.” 
So his father wept for him. 


36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s 
Officials, the captain of the guard.” (Genesis 37:31-36 NASB) 


“...Meanwhile, back at the ranch” the phrase used to go in western movies and 
television shows. While Joseph was beginning his life in exile, Judah, whose tribe 
was to be part of the earthly genealogy of Jesus, married outside the tribe. The 
Canaanites were a constant source of both temptation and trouble to the Hebrews 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Canaanites.html) Judah’s sons by Shua, his 
Cannanite wife, were Er, Onan and Shelah. Er was apparently so wicked that God 
put him to death: “Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 
But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to 
death.” (Genesis 38:6-7 NASB) We will see other instances where the “wicked” are 
destroyed by God. This seems amazingly harsh to a modern reader, but removal by 
death was reported a number of times in the Scripture. God’s view of death 
appears to be quite different than ours, as the Scripture reminds us: “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the 
Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV) 


Now that Er was dead, Onan is told to impregnate his brother’s wife and thereby 
perpetuate his brother’s physical line of descent. Onan decides to stop short of his 
“duty” and spill his semen instead of impregnating her, and God deemed this 
disobedience wicked enough to deserve death: “Then Judah said to Onan, “Sleep 
with your brother’s wife and fulfill your duty to her as a brother-in-law to raise up 
offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the child would not be his; so 
whenever he slept with his brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to 
keep from providing offspring for his brother. 10 What he did was wicked in the 
Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to death also.” (Genesis 38:8-9 NASB) 


Judah then loses his wife, and encounters Tamar on the road- disguised by a veil. 
As was the case with Jacob, Judah does not recognize the “veiled woman” and 
decides to sleep with her, thinking her to be a prostitute. This encounter leads to 
Tamar’s pregnancy, and the assumption that she has sinned and deserved 
punishment. But Tamar was wise (and clever) in getting a “signature” from the 
man she encountered- Judah- and the incestuous relationship is revealed: “When 
Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14 
she took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a veil to disguise herself, and 
then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which Is on the road to Timnah. For she 
saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his 
wife. 


15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her 
face. 16 Not realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the 
roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.” 


“And what will you give me to sleep with you?” she asked. 


17 “I'll send you a young goat from my flock,” he said. 


“Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked. 


18 He said, “What pledge should | give you?” 


“Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand,” she answered. So he gave them 
to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him. 19 After she left, she 
took off her veil and put on her widow’s clothes again. 


20 Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite in order to get 
his pledge back from the woman, but he did not find her. 21 He asked the men who 
lived there, “Where is the shrine prostitute who was beside the road at Enaim?” 


“There hasn't been any shrine prostitute here,” they said. 


22 So he went back to Judah and said, “I didn’t find her. Besides, the men who lived 
there said, ‘There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here.’” 


23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep what she has, or we will become a laughingstock. 
After all, | did send her this young goat, but you didn’t find her.” 


24 About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty 
of prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant.” 


Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned to death!” 


25 As she was being brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law. “| am 
pregnant by the man who owns these,” she said. And she added, “See if you 
recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.” 


26 Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since | wouldn’t 
give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again.” (Genesis 38:13- 
26 NASB) 


Once again, twins were born- Perez (breaking out) and Zerah (scarlet or 

brightness) : “When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her 
womb.” (Genesis 38:27) Perez is a part of the physical ancestry of Jesus 
(https://www.biblewise.com/bible_study/characters/tamars-twins.php). Once again 
we see that God can use anyone in any circumstance to accomplish His purposes. 
In Jesus’ physical genealogy we see Perez, a son of incest, and Obed, the father of 
Jesse, the grandfather of David who was Ruth’s (a Moabitess!) son with Boaz. 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boaz). 


Then we find in the following chapter another story of sex and intrigue. The 
handsome young Joseph is attractive to Potiphar’s wife. Joseph made the best of his 
very bad situation first by striving to serve his Egyptian master with integrity and 
efficiency. However, Potiphar’s wife was so taken by Joseph that she plotted 
elaborately to sleep with him. When he (correctly and righteously) refused her 
advances, he was accused of rape! This was certainly not a time of “Me Too”, but 
the crime of rape was taken very seriously. The accusation itself resulted in Joseph 


being jailed: Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his 
master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 


8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern 
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my 
care. 9 No one is greater in this house than |am. My master has withheld nothing 
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could | do such a wicked 
thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 


11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the 
household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to 
bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 


13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the 
house, 14 she called her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this 
Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with 
me, but | screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside 
me and ran out of the house.” 


16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him 
this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 
But as soon as | screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the 
house.” 


19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your 
slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him 
in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined.” (Genesis 39:6-20 
NASB) 


The key phrase of the following narrative about Joseph in prison was “God was with 
him”. Because God is the “forever with us” God, we too can overcome the world 
and its sorrows, tragedies and temptations! As God was to tell Moses later “I am 
who/that | am” (Exodus 3:14) This has enormous consequences for us, God’s 
children (https://www.gotquestions.org/I-AM-WHO-I-AM-Exodus-3-14.html) God is 
the God who is with us, and will never forsake us (Deut 3:16; Heb 13:5-6). Joseph 
was successful and overcame obstacles because God was with him: “But while 
Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness 
and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put 
Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all 
that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s 
care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.” 
(Genesis 39:20-23 NASB) 


© THINGS 


God’s children should 
NEVER 


worry about: 


1 Being forsaken 


Hebreu }2: 


2 Feeling useless 


Y 


3 The future 
4 Bothering God with prayer 


5 Feeling unforgiven 


January 14, 2019 Genesis 40-42 


How do we interpret dreams? Are they simply the subconscious working out 
problems, or the random consideration of possibilities, problems, or issues that face 
us in our waking hours? Some dreams are used by God to communicate with us, 
but dreams are always a difficult thing to interpret correctly. Joseph was give the 
ability to interpret prophetic dreams- a gift he wholly attributed to God. 


When asked by two cellmates to interpret their dreams, Joseph correctly predicted 
the prophetic visions that these two were given. The cupbearer was to have a 
happy outcome: “So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, 
“In my dream, behold, there was a vine in front of me; 10 and on the vine were 
three branches. And as it was budding, its blossoms came out, and its clusters 
produced ripe grapes. 11 Now Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; so | took the grapes 
and squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and | put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 12 
Then Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation of it: the three branches are 
three days; 13 within three more days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you 
to your office; and you will put Pharaoh’s cup into his hand according to your former 
custom when you were his cupbearer. 14 Only keep me in mind when it goes well 
with you, and please do me a kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh and get me 
out of this house. 15 For | was in fact kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and 
even here | have done nothing that they should have put me into the dungeon.” 
(Genesis 40:9-15 NASB) 


Two results occurred almost immediately: 1) the cupbearer forgot about Joseph 
after he was restored to his former position; 2) the baker- seeing the positive 
interpretation given to the cupbearer- wanted Joseph to interpret his dream as well. 


Unfortunately for the baker, his outcome was not so pleasant: “When the chief 
baker saw that he had interpreted favorably, he said to Joseph, “I also saw in my 
dream, and behold, there were three baskets of white bread on my head; 17 and in 
the top basket there were some of all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, and the birds 
were eating them out of the basket on my head.” 18 Then Joseph answered and 
said, “This is its interpretation: the three baskets are three days; 19 within three 
more days Pharaoh will lift up your head from you and will hang you on a tree, and 
the birds will eat your flesh off you.” 


20 Thus it came about on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he 
made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of the chief cupbearer 
and the head of the chief baker among his servants. 21 He restored the chief 
cupbearer to his office, and he put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand; 22 but he hanged 
the chief baker, just as Joseph had interpreted to them.” (Genesis 40:16-22 NASB) 


These dreams- and their interpretation- took place so that the Pharaoh’s dreams 
could be interpreted by Joseph. Once the word was out that this Hebrew captive 
could interpret dreams, the Pharaoh sent for Joseph to interpret his disturbing 
dreams. It is important to note that Joseph’s interpretation had several effects- it 
showed clearly that God- the “true God” was superior to the false gods used by the 
“magicians” (Genesis 41:24), and also placed Joseph in a very favorable light. 
Joseph correctly, and boldly, gave credit to God alone for the interpretation. 


Joseph offered not only the interpretation of the years of plenty and famine which 
were to come, but offered an ideal solution to the problems implied by the dream: 
“Now Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same; God has 
told to Pharaoh what He is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years; 
and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one and the same. 27 
The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the 
seven thin ears scorched by the east wind will be seven years of famine. 28 It is as 1 
have spoken to Pharaoh: God has shown to Pharaoh what He is about to do. 29 
Behold, seven years of great abundance are coming in all the land of Egypt; 30 and 
after them seven years of famine will come, and all the abundance will be forgotten 
in the land of Egypt, and the famine will ravage the land. 31 So the abundance will 
be unknown in the land because of that subsequent famine; for it will be very 
severe. 32 Now as for the repeating of the dream to Pharaoh twice, it means that 
the matter is determined by God, and God will quickly bring it about. 33 Now let 
Pharaoh look for a man discerning and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 
Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the land, and let him 
exact a fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance. 35 
Then let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming, and store up 
the grain for food in the cities under Pharaoh’s authority, and let them guard it. 36 
Let the food become as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which 
will occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land will not perish during the famine.” 
37 Now the proposal seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his servants.” (Genesis 
41:25-37 NASB) 


Pharaoh realized that Joseph would be the ideal person to manage the solution he 
had given to the famine, and the Pharaoh elevated Joseph to second in all of Egypt. 
From the dungeon to the palace- and all at age 30! And a royal wife thrown in for 
good measure...! The Scripture says: “Then Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we 
find a man like this, in whom is a divine spirit?” 39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Since God has informed you of all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as 
you are. 40 You shall be over my house, and according to your command all my 
people shall [ahJdo homage; only in the throne | will be greater than you.” 41 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, | have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42 Then 
Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and 
clothed him in garments of fine linen and put the gold necklace around his neck. 43 
He had him ride in [aiJhis second chariot; and they proclaimed before him, “[aj]/Bow 
the knee!” And he set him over all the land of Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Though | am Pharaoh, yet without [ak]your permission no one shall raise 
his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 Then Pharaoh named Joseph 
[al]/Zaphenath-paneah; and he gave him Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest 
of [am]JOn, as his wife. And Joseph went forth over the land of Egypt.” (Genesis 
41:38-45) 


Joseph starts a family- his first born is Manessah (“to forget)” and the second son 
was Ephriam (“fruitfulness”), named according to the great works God had done for 
Joseph. In all of this meteoric rise from prisoner to ruler, Joseph gave God the credit 
for everything- for “the Lord was with him” (Genesis 39:3). How much could we all 
accomplish if we constantly praised God and gave Him credit for the good things in 
our lives? The stage is now set for the reunion of Joseph and his family, for the news 
that there was gran in Egypt went out to the whole region, where there was severe 
famine: “The people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, 
because the famine was severe in all the earth.” (Genesis 41:57 NASB) 


Joseph’s brothers are sent by Jacob/Israel to Egypt, but Jacob keeps Benjamin 
behind. Benjamin- the youngest son born as his mother died, was especially 
precious to Jacob since he was the remaining child of his “old age”. The Bible says: 
“Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons, “Why are 
you staring at one another?” 2 He said, “Behold, | have heard that there is grain in 
Egypt; go down there and buy some for us from that place, so that we may live and 
not die.” 3 Then ten brothers of Joseph went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But 
Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, “lam 
afraid that harm may befall him.” 5 So the sons of Israel came to buy grain among 
those who were coming, for the famine was in the land of Canaan also.” (Genesis 
42:1-5 NASB) The memory of Joseph’s “loss” still was a powerful one to Jacob! 


The brothers bow to Joseph, and Joseph remembers his boyhood dream. Joseph 
shows his humanity by taunting them and putting them in prison for three days. 
They are to go and bring the youngest brother Benjamin to prove that they are not 
“spies”: “Joseph remembered the dreams which he had about them, and said to 
them, “You are spies; you have come to look at the undefended parts of our land.” 
10 Then they said to him, “No, my lord, but your servants have come to buy food. 
11 We are all sons of one man; we are honest men, your servants are not spies.” 12 


Yet he said to them, “No, but you have come to look at the undefended parts of our 
land!” 13 But they said, “Your servants are twelve brothers in all, the sons of one 
man in the land of Canaan; and behold, the youngest is with our father today, and 
one is no longer alive.” 14 Joseph said to them, “It is as | said to you, you are spies; 
15 by this you will be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place 
unless your youngest brother comes here! 16 Send one of you that he may get your 
brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there 
is truth in you. But if not, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17 So he put 
them all together in prison for three days.” (Genesis 42:9-17 NASB) 


Joseph’s Brothers Bow Before Him (http://weareisrael.org/2014/09/23/josephs- 
brothers/) 


The guilt that Joseph’s brothers all felt about their harsh treatment of Joseph 
remained and was brought to their awareness in the peril that they faced, and 
Reuben remembers his words to his younger brothers: 9 /f you are honest men, let 
one of your brothers be confined in “your prison; but as for the rest ot you, go, carry 
grain for the famine of your households, 7° and bring your youngest brother to me, 
so your words may be verified, and you will not die.” And they did so. 77 Then they 
said to one another, “Truly we are guilty concerning our brother, because we saw 
the distress of his soul when he pleaded with us, yet we would not listen; therefore 
this distress has come upon us.” 7? Reuben answered them, saying, “Did | not 

teli you, ‘Do not sin against the boy’; and you would not listen? "Now comes the 
reckoning for his blood.” (Genesis 42:19-22 NASB) 


Joseph holds Simeon hostage, fulfils the request for grain, but places each brother’s 
money- the payment for the grain in the mouth of each grain bag. Joseph has 
cleverly “rigged” the transaction so that the brothers will return, along with 
Benjamin as he demanded. Joseph understood human nature, and the personalities 
of his brothers and father, very well. His aim was not revenge, but restoration. | 
am sure he fought with his impulses to punish and not to forgive, but the Spirit of 


God was clearly in Joseph, and God’s plan rather than Joseph’s impulse for revenge 
was Carried out. 


When the family realizes their dire situation, it is almost too much for Jacob/Israel to 
bear- Simeon is captive in Egypt, Joseph (Jacob believes) is gone, and now 
Benjamin’s presence is demanded in Egypt: “Now it came about as they were 
emptying their sacks, that behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack; 
and when they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were dismayed. 
36 Their father Jacob said to them, “You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is 
no more, and Simeon is no more, and you would take Benjamin, all these things are 
against me.” 37 Then Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “You may put my two 
sons to death if | do not bring him back to you; put him in my care, and | will return 
him to you.” 38 But Jacob said, “My son shall not go down with you; for his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left. If harm should befall him on the journey you are taking, 
then you will bring my gray hair down to Sheol in sorrow.” (Genesis 42:35-38 NASB) 


January 15, 2019 Genesis 43-45 


The grain ran out...as it inevitably does. It was time to return to Egypt and the 
storehouse of grain and purchase more. Jacob naturally objects to the terms of “the 
man” (Joseph) to bring the youngest brother with them, but Judah pledges 
protection for Benjamin: “Now the famine was severe in the land. 2 So it came 
about when they had finished eating the grain which they had brought from Egypt, 
that their father said to them, “Go back, buy us a little food.” 3 Judah spoke to him, 
however, saying, “The man solemnly warned us, ‘You shall not see my face unless 
your brother is with you.’ 4 If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy 
you food. 5 But if you do not send him, we will not go down; for the man said to us, 
‘You will not see my face unless your brother is with you.’” 6 Then Israel said, “Why 
did you treat me so badly by telling the man whether you still had another brother?” 
7 But they said, “The man questioned particularly about us and our relatives, 
saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another brother?’ So we answered his 
questions. Could we possibly know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?” 8 
Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the lad with me and we will arise and go, that 
we may live and not die, we as well as you and our little ones. 9 | myself will be 
surety for him; you may hold me responsible for him. If | do not bring him back to 
you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame before you forever. 10 For 
if we had not delayed, surely by now we could have returned twice.” 


11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of 
the best products of the land in your bags, and carry down to the man as a present, 
a little balm and a little honey, aromatic gum and myrrh, pistachio nuts and 
almonds. 12 Take double the money in your hand, and take back in your hand the 
money that was returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was a mistake. 13 
Take your brother also, and arise, return to the man; 14 and may God Almighty 
grant you compassion in the sight of the man, so that he will release to you your 


other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if |! am bereaved of my children, |am 
bereaved.” 15 So the men took this present, and they took double the money in 
their hand, and Benjamin; then they arose and went down to Egypt and stood 
before Joseph.” (Genesis 43:1-15 NASB) They “sweetened the pot” with gifts, took 
back the money they originally brought (hoping its return to them was a mistake, 
and once more appeared before Joseph (who they took as an Egyptian official). 


Joseph’s emotions must have been overwhelming- he saw his brothers again, 
longed to see his father, and saw Benjamin for the first time in many years. It may 
ne that he almost tipped his hand when he lavished food and drink on Benjamin! 
The Scripture tells us: “(oseph hurried out for he was deeply stirred over his brother, 
and he sought a place to weep; and he entered his chamber and wept there. 31 
Then he washed his face and came out; and he controlled himself and said, “Serve 
the meal.” 32 So they served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the 
Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because the Egyptians could not eat 
bread with the Hebrews, for that is loathsome to the Egyptians. 33 Now they were 
seated before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest 
according to his youth, and the men looked at one another in astonishment. 34 He 
took portions to them from his own table, but Benjamin’s portion was five times as 
much as any of theirs. So they feasted and drank freely with him.” (Genesis 43:30- 
34 NASB) It was beneath such a high official to weep openly, but Joseph could 
hardly control himself. How very sweet it is to see one lost to you for a time and 
then be re united. | can only imagine the reunions in heaven! 


Perhaps Joseph could not control himself in his desire for revenge. Perhaps God 
used Joseph’s strong emotions, and righteous anger at being sold into slavery fora 
good end. Regardless of the reason, Joseph sets up his younger brother Benjamin 
as a “thief”, Knowing that this brother is the one dearest to his father Jacob’s heart: 
“14 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was still there, and 
they fell to the ground before him. 15 Joseph said to them, “What is this deed that 
you have done? Do you not know that such a man as | can indeed practice 
divination?” 16 So Judah said, “What can we say to my lord? What can we speak? 
And how can we justify ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; 
behold, we are my lord’s slaves, both we and the one in whose possession the cup 
has been found.” 17 But he said, “Far be it from me to do this. The man in whose 
possession the cup has been found, he shall be my slave; but as for you, go up in 
peace to your father.” (Genesis 44:14-17). Since Benjamin had the cup which was 
“stolen”, he was to remain in Egypt as Joseph's “slave”. 


Judah, who had pledged to protect Benjamin, the eloquently pleads with Joseph to 
allow Benjamin to return with them. The devastation to Jacob would be 
overwhelming. Joseph clearly sees the remorse and sorrow of his brothers for the 
evil they did to him so many years ago. His heart must have been touched, 
especially when considering his father Jacob’s sorrow: “Now, therefore, when | come 
to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us, since his life is bound up in the 
lad’s life, 31 when he sees that the lad is not with us, he will die. Thus your servants 
will bring the gray hair of your servant our father down to Sheol in sorrow. 32 For 
your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If | do not bring him 


back to you, then let me bear the blame before my father forever.’ 33 Now, 
therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad a slave to my lord, and 
let the lad go up with his brothers. 34 For how shall 1 go up to my father if the lad is 
not with me—for fear that | see the evil that would overtake my father?” (Genesis 
44:30-34 NASB) 


Then the reveal and reunion takes place. Joseph is consumed with the desire to see 
his father Jacob, and to enjoy the company of his brothers. He reveals himself to 
them, and they are understandable surprised and overwhelmed with emotion. How 
would Joseph treat them? He now had almost limitless power and could certainly 
punish them and exact some revenge for his mistreatment. Yet “the Lord was with 
Joseph”, and Joseph gave credit to God for everything that had happened- his 
elevation to a position of power, his placement such that lives could be saved, his 
gifts of discernment and interpretation of dreams, and his pioneering a place for his 
family and his people to live. Later, as we see in Exodus, when the Pharaohs “did 
not know Joseph” (Exodus 1:8 NASB), the people of Israel would find themselves in 
difficult straits. This was all in God’s plan for His people! We read: “Then Joseph 
said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. And he 
said, “l am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now do not be grieved 
or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to 
preserve life.” (Genesis 45:4-5 NASB) 


Joseph Weeps by Owen Jones (Qwen 
lones - http://www.gallery.oldbookart.com/main.php?g2_itemld=30588) 


Happy endings abounded! Pharaoh was pleased to learn of Joseph’s brothers, and 
encouraged them to move to Egypt: “Now when the news was heard in Pharaoh’s 
house that Joseph’s brothers had come, it pleased Pharaoh and his servants. 17 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and 


go to the land of Canaan, 18 and take your father and your households and come to 
me, and | will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you will eat the fat of the 
land.’ 19 Now you are ordered, ‘Do this: take wagons from the land of Egypt for 
your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father and come. 20 Do not 
concern yourselves with your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’” 
(Genesis 45:16-20 NASB) 


Jacob hears the amazing news, and is determined to reunite with Joseph before he 
leaves the earth:” So he sent his brothers away, and as they departed, he said to 
them, “Do not quarrel on the journey.” 25 Then they went up from Egypt, and came 
to the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. 26 They told him, saying, “Joseph is still 
alive, and indeed he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.” But he was stunned, for he 
did not believe them. 27 When they told him all the words of Joseph that he had 
spoken to them, and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, 
the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 Then Israel said, “It is enough; my son 
Joseph is still alive. | will go and see him before | die.” (Genesis 45:24-28 NASB) 
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Reunion- what a delightful thigs for a family to experience. Time, distance, and 
sometimes emotional issues separate the family- which was designed by God as the 
basic unit of the human family. When reunion occurs it is almost always a joyful 
and exciting time. This was certainly the case for Joseph’s family, as his father 
rejoined his son in Egypt: “Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to Goshen to 
meet his father Israel; as soon as he appeared before him, he fell on his neck and 
wept on his neck a long time. 30 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since | 
have seen your face, that you are still alive.” (Genesis 46:29-30 NASB) 


Seventy family members reunited- their names are listed in this chapter of Genesis. 
The first hint of the split that was to occur between the people of Egypt and Jacob’s 
family and descendants was the rejection of the occupation of these nomadic 
people. They were instructed by Joseph to tell Pharaoh that they were shepherds- a 
profession that was “despised” by Egyptians. Ellicott’s commentary in Bible hub 
sheds some light on this enmity: For every shepherd is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians.—This is probably a remark of the narrator, and it is confirmed by the 
monuments, which generally represent shepherds as unshaven and ill-dressed. 
Necessarily the Egyptians had sheep and cattle (Genesis 47:16-17), and even 
Pharaoh had herds (Genesis 47:6); but the care of them was probably left by the 
peasantry to the women and children, while the men busied themselves with the 
cultivation of their fields. We need not go far to seek for the cause of this dislike. 
The word “abomination,” first of all, suggests a religious ground of difference; and 
not only did shepherds probably kill animals worshipped in different Egyptian 
districts, but their religion generally was diverse from that of the fixed population. 
But next, men who lead a settled life always dislike wandering clans, whose cattle 
are too likely to prey upon their enclosed land (see Note on Genesis 4:8), and who, 
moving from place to place, are usually not very scrupulous as to the rights of 
property. Such nomades, too, are generally lower in civilisation, and more rude and 
rough, than men who have fixed homes. The subjugation of Egypt by the Hyksos 


was possibly subsequent to the era of Joseph; but we now know from Egyptian 
sources that there was perpetual war between Egypt and the Hittites, and probably 
raids were often made upon the rich fields on the banks of the Nile by other Semitic 
tribes dwelling upon its eastern frontier; and as all these wore regarded as 
shepherds, there was ground enough for the dislike of all nomades as a class, even 
though the Egyptians did not disdain to have cattle themselves. But as the land in 
the Nile Valley was arable, the cattle kept would only be such as were useful for 
agriculture, whereas they formed the main wealth of the Israelites. 


(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/genesis/46-34.htm) 


Modern America has certainly seen the phenomenon of a despised people. The 
African slaves imported to do the “dirty work” on plantations in the South were 
expected to live separately and were generally despised as “inferior”. Many of the 
folk songs and spirituals of the African Americans reflect an identity with the 
“despised” Hebrew people- especially when the Hebrews were enslaved by the 
Egyptians. They too wished for deliverance! 


The Hebrews were told that they must live separately from the Egyptians in the land 
of Goshen: “When Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you 
shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until 
now, both we and our fathers,’ that you may live in the land of Goshen; for every 
shepherd is loathsome to the Egyptians.” (Genesis 46:33-34 NASB) 


The Land Of Goshen 


Goshen 


The land of Goshen (http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/goshen.htm) 


Jacob then appears before Pharaoh, and when asked his age gives this memorable 
account: “Then Joseph brought his father Jacob and presented him to Pharaoh; and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many years have you lived?” 
9 So Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my sojourning are one hundred and thirty; 
few and unpleasant have been the years of my life, nor have they attained the 
years that my fathers lived during the days of their sojourning.” 10 And Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh, and went out from his presence.” (Genesis 47:7-10) 


Jacob viewed his life, as well as the life of others, as a “sojourn”. This word is not 
frequently used in modern everyday English- it means (as a noun) a short or 


temporary stay; and (as a verb) to stay somewhere temporarily. Jacob clearly saw 
this life as a brief journey, a temporary visiting place in the scheme of eternity! 
Good perspective!! He also blessed the Pharaoh- something | missed in my 
readings through genesis- it is mentioned twice in this passage. 


The famine was still intense, and Joseph devised a scheme in which the Egyptian 
people could sell their land to Pharaoh in exchange for grain: “When that year was 
ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We will not hide from my 
lord that our money Is all spent, and the cattle are my lord’s. There is nothing left 
for my lord except our bodies and our lands. 19 Why should we die before your 
eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for food, and we and our land will 
be slaves to Pharaoh. So give us seed, that we may live and not die, and that the 
land may not be desolate.” 


20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every Egyptian sold his 
field, because the famine was severe upon them. Thus the land became Pharaoh's. 
21 As for the people, he removed them to the cities from one end of Egypt’s border 
to the other. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had an 
allotment from Pharaoh, and they [ah]lived off the allotment which Pharaoh gave 
them. Therefore, they did not sell their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people, 
“Behold, | have today bought you and your land for Pharaoh; now, here is seed for 
you, and you may sow the land. 24 [aiJAt the harvest you shall give a fifth to 
Pharaoh, and [aj]four-fifths shall be your own for seed of the field and for your food 
and for those of your households and as food for your little ones.” 25 So they said, 
“You have saved our lives! Let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh’s slaves.” 26 Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt valid to 
this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; only the land of the priests [ak]did not 
become Pharaoh's.” (Genesis 47:18-26 NASB) 


Jacob- the “sojourner”- realized that his years on the earth were coming to a close. 
He lived, according to the Biblical record, one hundred forty seven years- the last 
seventeen in Egypt/Goshen: “Now Israel [al]lived in the land of Egypt, in 
[am]Goshen, and they acquired property in it and were fruitful and became very 
numerous. 28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; so the [an]length of 
Jacob’s life was one hundred and forty-seven years. 


29 When [ao]Jthe time for Israel to die drew near, he called his son Joseph and said 
to him, “Please, if | have found favor in your sight, place now your hand under my 
thigh and deal with me in kindness and [ap]faithfulness. Please do not bury me in 
Egypt, 30 but when | lie down with my fathers, you shall carry me out of Egypt and 
bury me in their burial place.” And he said, “I will do as you have said.” 31 He said, 
“Swear to me.” So he swore to him. Then Israel bowed in worship at the head of the 
bed.” (Genesis 47:27-31 NASB) 


Jacob, nearing death, then blesses Joseph’s sons born to him in Egypt- Manessah 
and Ephriam. IN a surprising move, Jacob blesse Ephriam, the younger brother, 
with his right hand and Manessah with his left. This is another of the “God 
surprises” in the narrative- Jacob himself cheated Isaac out of his older brother 
Esau’s blessing- illustrating that the plans and expectations of mankind don’t 


always match with God’s. His way is always better! We read: “When Joseph saw 
that his father laid his right hand on Ephraim’s head, it displeased him; and he 
grasped his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18 
Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn. Place your 
right hand on his head.” 19 But his father refused and said, “| know, my son, | know; 
he also will become a people and he also will be great. However, his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of 
nations.” 20 He blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will pronounce 
blessing, saying, ‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh!’” 


Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, | am 
about to die, but God will be with you, and bring you back to the land of your 
fathers. 22 | give you one portion more than your brothers, which | took from the 
hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow.” (Genesis 48:17-22 NASB) The last 
phrase- with my sword and bow- may be an illusion to the revenge that Jacob’s sons 
took on the Canaanites after their rape of Dinah. Bible Hub has an elegant 
commentary on this somewhat puzzling verse 


(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/genesis/48-22.htm) 
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We then come to the blessing of the sons by Jacob/Israel. The words used are 
strangely dark and foreboding. Each son receives a blessing and a prophesy, 
reflecting the father Jacob’s understanding of them. Since | am named Daniel, | 
have always paid particular attention to Daniel’s blessing: 


“Gather together and hear, O sons of Jacob; 


And listen to Israel your father. 


3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn; 

My might and the beginning of my strength, 

Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 

4 “Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, 
Because you went up to your father’s bed; 


Then you defiled it—he went up to my couch. 


5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers; 
Their swords are implements of violence. 
6 “Let my soul not enter into their council; 


Let not my glory be united with their assembly; 


Because in their anger they slew men, 
And in their self-will they lamed oxen. 

7 “Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; 
And their wrath, for it is cruel. 

/ will disperse them in Jacob, 


And scatter them in Israel. 


8 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; 

Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; 
Your father’s sons shall bow down to you. 

9 “Judah Is a lion’s whelp; 

From the prey, my son, you have gone up. 

He couches, he lies down as a lion, 

And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 

10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

Until Shiloh comes, 

And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
11 “He ties his foal to the vine, 

And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; 

He washes his garments in wine, 

And his robes in the blood of grapes. 

12 “His eyes are dull from wine, 


And his teeth white from milk. 
13 “Zebulun will dwell at the seashore; 
And he shall be a haven for ships, 


And his flank shall be toward Sidon. 


14 “Issachar is a strong donkey, 


Lying down between the sheepfolds. 

15 “When he saw that a resting place was good 
And that the land was pleasant, 

He bowed his shoulder to bear burdens, 


And became a slave at forced labor. 


16 “Dan shall judge his people, 

As one of the tribes of Israel. 

17 “Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 
A horned snake in the path, 

That bites the horse’s heels, 

So that his rider falls backward. 


18 “For Your salvation | wait, O Lord. 


19 “As for Gad, raiders shall raid him, 


But he will raid at their heels. 


20 “As for Asher, his food shall be rich, 
And he will yield royal dainties. 


21 “Naphtali is a doe let loose, 


He gives beautiful words. 


22 “Joseph is a fruitful bough, 

A fruitful bough by a spring; 

Its branches run over a wall. 

23 “The archers bitterly attacked him, 
And shot at him and harassed him; 
24 But his bow remained firm, 


And his arms were agile, 


From the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob 
(From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of /srae!/), 
25 From the God of your father who helps you, 
And by the Almighty who blesses you 

With blessings of heaven above, 

Blessings of the deep that lies beneath, 
Blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 

26 “The blessings of your father 

Have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors 
Up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; 
May they be on the head of Joseph, 


And on the crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers. 


27 “Benjamin Is a ravenous wolf; 
In the morning he devours the prey, 


And in the evening he divides the spoil.” (Genesis 49:2-27 NASB) 


Remember Judah’s sin against his father? It was forgiven (and not mentioned) but 
Reuben’s (Genesis 35:22) was...the difference was repentance! Judah repented and 
Reuben did not. (https://thetorah.com/did-reuben-lie-with-bilhah/) The “scepter” is 
prophesied never to depart from Judah's line- the line of descent of Jesus! ( 
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2691/jewish/Righteous-Individual-vs- 


Righteous-Leader.htm) Reuben being the firstborn by rights should have received 
the greater blessing, but did not. 


Having discharged his blessings and completed his long (147 years Genesis 47:28) 
life, and was “gathered to his people”: “Then he charged them and said to them, “I 
am about to be gathered to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave that is 
in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the cave that Is in the field of Machpelah, 
which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought along with 
the field from Ephron the Hittite for a [ah]burial site. 31 There they buried Abraham 
and his wife Sarah, there they buried Isaac and his wife Rebekah, and there | buried 
Leah— 32 the field and the cave that is in it, purchased from the sons of Heth.” 33 
When Jacob finished charging his sons, he drew his feet into the bed and breathed 
his last, and was gathered to his people.” (Genesis 49:29-33 NASB) 


Jacob is embalmed among great mourning by both his family and the Egyptian 
people. Since he made Joseph swear to bury him in Canaan, Joseph asked for and 


got permission from the Pharaoh to carry his mummified remains to Canaan. “So 
Joseph went up to bury his father, and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, 
the elders of his household and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8 and all the 
household of Joseph and his brothers and his father’s household; they left only their 
little ones and their flocks and their herds in the land of Goshen. 9 There also went 
up with him both chariots and horsemen, and it was a very great company. 10 
When they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, they 
lamented there with a very great and sorrowful lamentation; and he observed seven 
days mourning for his father. 11 Now when the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, saw the mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a 
grievous mourning for the Egyptians.” Therefore it was named Abel-mizraim, which 
is beyond the Jordan.” (Genesis 50:7-11 NASB) 


The burial site had been purchased much earlier by Abraham: “Thus his sons did for 
him as he had charged them; 13 for his sons carried him to the land of Canaan and 
buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre, which Abraham had 
bought along with the field for a burial site from Ephron the Hittite. 14 After he had 
buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers, and all who had 
gone up with him to bury his father.” (Genesis 50:12-14 NASB) 


What follows is (to me) one of the most memorable scenes and insights in Genesis- 
the forgiving spirit of Joseph, and the realization by Joseph that all things that had 
happened to him were the acts of a kind and loving God. We read in Romans 8: 
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose.”(Romans 8:28 NIV) Joseph lived out this 
verse! When his brothers, realizing their father was no loner a restraining influence 
on Joseph, was gone- they feared his revenge and retribution. Joseph’s reply to 
them and his kind word reveal a great work of God in his life: “When Joseph's 
brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!” 16 So 
they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father charged before he died, saying, 
17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph, “Please forgive, | beg you, the transgression of 
your brothers and their sin, for they did you wrong.”’ And now, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 
am /in God’s place? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 21 
So therefore, do not be afraid; | will provide for you and your little ones.” So he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.” (Genesis 50:15-21 NASB). 


Instead of retribution and revenge- forgiveness; instead of hatred- kindness and 
compassion. Instead of grudge bearing and harboring of past wounds- a life that 
reflected and illustrated God’s amazing love and kindness. Joseph’s kindness to his 
brothers clearly illustrates God’s amazing kindness and forgiveness of us! Joseph 
lived to the age of 110, saw his grandchildren , and -like Jacob/Israel- was 
embalmed according to the practice of the Egyptians: “ Now Joseph stayed in 
Egypt, he and his father’s household, and Joseph lived one hundred and ten years. 


23 Joseph saw the third generation of Ephraim’s sons; also the sons of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, were born on Joseph's knees. 24 Joseph said to his brothers, “lam 
about to die, but God will surely take care of you and bring you up from this land to 
the land which He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.” 25 Then 
Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely take care of you, and 
you Shall carry my bones up from here.” 26 So Joseph died at the age of one 
hundred and ten years; and he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt. 
(Genesis 50:22-26 NASB) 


How long did it take for a good relationship to tun bad, for the relatively accepting 
Egypt to fear and enslave the Hebrew people? The historicity of God’s people 
dwelling in Egypt, and ultimately becoming enslaved and then delivered by God 
through Moses, is surprisingly controversial 

(http://www. biblearchaeology.org/post/2009/10/19/Recent-Research-on-the-Date- 
and-Setting-of-the-Exodus.aspx) Archaeology suggests that the Israelites were 
delivered from slavery during the reign of Ramses II, but there are disputes and 
competing theories about the historicity of these events. 


The Scripture suggests that the reason the Egyptians turned on the Hebrew people 
was their sheer numbers- the Hebrews multiplied almost explosively, and the 
Egyptians feared their sheer numbers: “ Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did 
not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Behold, the people of the sons of Israel 
are more and mightier than we. 10 Come, let us deal wisely with them, or else they 
will multiply and in the event of war, they will also join themselves to those who 
hate us, and fight against us and depart from the land.” 11 So they appointed 
taskmasters over them to afflict them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh 
storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and the more they spread out, so that they were in dread of the 
sons of Israel. 13 The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously; 14 
and they made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds 
of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously imposed on them.” 
(Exodus 1:8-13 NASB). Was the new king Rameses |? Exodus 1:11 suggests that 
the storage cities of Pithon and Ramses were built at the time of the “new 
king/pharaoh”. 


Map of the excavation area at Rameses 


(htto://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2009/10/19/Recent-Research-on-the-Date- 
and-Setting-of-the-Exodus.aspx) 


God did not forget His promise to His people, and moved in the hearts of the 
midwives to spare the Hebrew children. The command to cast the newborns into 
the Nile was used by God to protect the leader of the Hebrew people, Moses: “But 
the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded 
them, but let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said 
to them, “Why have you done this thing, and let the boys live?” 19 The midwives 
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for 
they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife can get to them.” 20 So God 
was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty. 21 
Because the midwives feared God, He established households for them. 22 Then 
Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born you are to cast 
into the Nile, and every daughter you are to keep alive.” (Exodus 1: 17-22 NASB) 


| am certain God did not become offended by the “lies” told by the midwives, and 
instead blessed the faithful midwives! 
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God can use anyone, or anything, to accomplish His good purposes. Joseph 
attested to this when he forgave his brothers (Gen 50:20). The evil intention of the 
Pharaoh in killing male children led the parents of Moses- from the tribe of Levi- to 
hide their baby in a waterproof basket in the river. Pharaoah’s daughter, when 
bathing in the same river, heard the cry, had pity on the helpless child, and adopted 
him. Thus Moses was put in the very family of the Pharaoh- and was in position to 
lead his people to freedom: “Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a 
daughter of Levi. 2 The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that 
he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no 
longer, she got him a wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she 
put the child into it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister 
stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him. 


5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her maidens 
walking alongside the Nile; and she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her 
maid, and she brought it to her. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child, and 
behold, the boy was crying. And she had pity on him and said, “This is one of the 
Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall 1 go and call 
a nurse for you from the Hebrew women that she may nurse the child for you?” 8 
Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Go ahead.” So the girl went and called the child’s 
mother. 9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him 
for me and | will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed 
him. 10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became 
her son. And she named him Moses, and said, “Because | drew him out of the 
water.” (Exodus 2:1-10 NASB). Just as Joseph was put in the very top of the 
Egyptian power structure, so was Moses! Ultimately God would make the tribe of 
Levi, from which Moses and his brother Aaron came, to be the priestly tribe- those 
charged with preserving and keeping God's law. 


Can God use a murderer, one who has fled judgment- an outlaw- to accomplish His 
purpose? Apparently so...Moses murdered and Egyptian and fled from judgment to 
Midian: “But he said, “Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are you intending 
to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and said, “Surely the 
matter has become known.” (Exodus 2:14 NASB) So Moses fled to Midian, found 
God’s people there (see the description of the Midianites in this useful reference: 
https://www.gotquestions.org/Midianites.html) , and married and had a son. 
Pharaoh, who meant to kill Moses for his crime of murder, died, and Moses could 
now return to Egypt. We see the same pattern later as Jesus’ family fled the evil 
Herod, and could return from Egypt after the evil ruler died (Matthew 2:13-23). 


God then heard the “groans” of His people and remembered his covenant with 
Abraham- the stage was now set for the deliverance from slavery: “Now it came 
about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of 
Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help 
because of their bondage rose up to God. 24 So God heard their groaning; and God 


remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 God saw the sons of 
Israel, and God took notice of them.” (Exodus 2:23-25 NASB) 


Did God, who knows and understands everything, need a “reminder” that His 
people were suffering. Had He not heard their cries in bondage before? Did He wait 
until His children were at the breaking point to rescue them? We certainly don’t 
believe this about God! One of the mysteries of the baffling thing we call “life” is 
God’s permissive will. For reasons that perhaps on God knows or understands, He 
allows sinful men to express the consequences of their sin- the suffering and grief of 
oppression in this case. We must remember, though, that He is a “present help in 
time of trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Matthew Henry’s commentary on these verses is 
helpful: “The Israelites’ bondage in Egypt continued, though the murdering of their 
infants did not continue. Sometimes the Lord suffers the rod of the wicked to lie 
very long and very heavy on the lot of the righteous. At last they began to think of 
God under their troubles. It is a sign that the Lord is coming towards us with 
deliverance, when he inclines and enables us to cry to him for it. God heard their 
groaning; he made it to appear that he took notice of their complaints. He 
remembered his covenant, of which he is ever mindful. He considered this, and not 
any merit of theirs. He looked upon the children of Israel. Moses looked upon them, 
and pitied them; but now God looked upon them, and helped them. He had respect 
unto them. His eyes are now fixed upon Israel, to show himself in their behalf. God 
is ever thus, a very present help in trouble. Take courage then, ye who, conscious of 
guilt and thraldom, are looking to Him for deliverance. God in Christ Jesus is also 
looking upon you. A call of love is joined with a promise of the Redeemer. Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest, Mt 11:28.” 


(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/exodus/2-24.htm) 


Moses is then commissioned by God in a dramatic and unforgettable way- through a 
“burning bush”. God tells Moses that He is the “I Am”- the Hebrew word means not 
only | am (present) but that | am (eternally) present- | am the God who “Is and was 
and ever more shall be” (paraphrase from the hymn Holy, Holy, Holy 
https://www.godtube.com/popular-hymns/holy-holy-holy-lord-god-almighty/) These 
are the “creds” that Moses needs not only for Moses’s people but for the Pharaoh. 
Moses must be convinced clearly of his calling from God! The Scripture says: “ Now 
Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and 
he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain 
of God. 2 The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a 
bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was 
not consumed. 3 So Moses said, “| must turn aside now and see this marvelous 
sight, why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to 
look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And 
he said, “Here | am.” 5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said 
also, “! am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” (Exodus 
3:1-6 NASB) 


God then promises to free His people, and even to change the hearts of the 
Egyptian captors so that they will freely give the former slaves gold and silver 
articles-part of the future basis of their earthly wealth: “Then Moses said to God, 
“Behold, | am going to the sons of Israel, and | will say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What 
shall 1 say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “|! AM WHO 1 AM”; and He said, “Thus 
you Shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘1AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God, furthermore, 
said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 
you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations. 16 
Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I 
am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 So! 
said, | will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite and 
the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, to a 
land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 18 They will pay heed to what you say; and you 
with the elders of Israel will come to the king of Egypt and you will say to him, ‘The 
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. So now, please, let us go a three 
days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ 19 But 
| know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under compulsion. 20 
So | will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles which | shall do in 
the midst of it; and after that he will let you go. 21 | will grant this people favor in 
the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you go, you will not go empty- 
handed. 22 But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in 
her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them 
on your sons and daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians.” (Exodus 3:13-22 
NASB) 


Is there anything God will not provide? What a mighty and incredible God we love 
and serve! Moses was then given powers- powers that were later “counterfeited” by 
the Egyptian “magicians”. We must realize that Satan- the angel of light- is a 
master of disguise and can counterfeit the miracles of God. Satan, however, is very 
limited, as evidenced by the inability of the Egyptian “magicians” to perform the 
mighty acts that Moses. 


Moses, as we often do, tests God and needs to be shown several powers that God 
has given him- the ability to convert a staff to a snake (Exodus 4:2-5) or to cause 
and cure leprosy at will (Exodus 4:6-7) or even turn the Nile to blood (Exodus 4:8). 
Moses then argues with God and looks for an “excuse”. Moses tells God that he is 
not eloquent-an argument that does not impress God since God himself made 
Moses- including his “non-eloquent” mouth. God then gives Moses an out- his 
brother Aaron can be the “spokesperson”: “Then Moses said to the Lord, “Please, 
Lord, | have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You 
have spoken to Your servant; for !am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11 The 
Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or 
seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your 
mouth, and teach you what you are to say.” 13 But he said, “Please, Lord, now send 
the message by whomever You will.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord burned against 
Moses, and He said, “Is there not your brother Aaron the Levite? | know that he 
speaks fluently. And moreover, behold, he is coming out to meet you; when he sees 
you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You are to speak to him and put the word's in his 
mouth; and I, even I, will be with your mouth and his mouth, and | will teach you 
what you are to do. 16 Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and he will 
be as a mouth for you and you will be as God to him. 17 You shall take in your hand 
this staff, with which you shall perform the signs.” (Exodus 4:10-17 NASB) Even 
though God is angry with Moses for his unwillingness, God equips him and sets 
Moses on his mission of deliverance. 


The horrible plague of the angel of death- the last plague on Egypt- is seen in the 
next passage: “The Lord said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt see that you 
perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which | have put in your power; but | will 
harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 22 Then you shall say to 
Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My son, My firstborn. 23 So | said to you, ‘Let 
My son go that he may serve Me’; but you have refused to let him go. Behold, | will 
kill your son, your firstborn.”’” (Exodus 4:21-23 NASB) 


Moses than seeks approval from Jethro to leave for Egypt, taking his wife (Jethro’s 
daughter) with him. Then we have a dramatic scene that shows us how serious God 
is about His covenantal requirements- the requirement of circumcision. Moses wife 
Zipporah angrily reminds Moses that his son has not been circumcised- and 
apparently God was ready to end Moses’ life before he accomplished the mission of 
deliverance God has set him on. Do we believe God could raise up another to 
accomplish His purposes?- clearly, yes! Yet this tumultuous scene reminds us of the 
seriousness of God’s holiness: “Now it came about at the lodging place on the way 
that the Lord met him and sought to put him to death. 25 Then Zipporah took a flint 
and cut off her son’s foreskin and threw it at Moses’ feet, and she said, “You are 


indeed a bridegroom of blood to me.” 26 So He let him alone. At that time she said, 
“You are a bridegroom of blood”—because of the circumcision.” (Exodus 4:24-26 
NASB) 


Moses meets Aaron, and the two convince the elders of the Hebrews that they are 
legitimately called by God to lead their people. At last, hope has entered the lives 
of the myriad souls in bondage...the end of their suffering in slavery is near- and 
God has accomplished this! “Now the Lord said to Aaron, “Go to meet Moses in the 
wilderness.” So he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him. 28 
Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord with which He had sent him, and all the 
signs that He had commanded him to do. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and 
assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel; 30 and Aaron spoke all the words 
which the Lord had spoken to Moses. He then performed the signs in the sight of 
the people. 31 So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord was 
concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction, then they 
bowed low and worshiped.” (Exodus 4:27-31 NASB) 


January 19, 2019 Exodus 5-7 


“The best laid plans of mice and men...” so reads the famous quote from Robert 
Burns. Moses pleads for the first time with the Pharaoh to allow the Hebrew people 
to worship and make sacrifices- Pharaoh only sees this as an excuse to avoid work- 
and makes the burden on the people greater by requiring them to find straw for the 
bricks they are making. The straw added strength to the bricks and prevented 
crumbling (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bricks_ without straw) 


illustrators of the 1728 Figures de /a Bible, Gerard Hoet (1648-1733) and others 


So the burden on the people increased: “So the same day Pharaoh commanded the 
taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying, 7 “You are no longer to give 
the people straw to make brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. 8 But the quota of bricks which they were making previously, you shall 
impose on them; you are not to reduce any of it. Because they are lazy, therefore 
they cry out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let the labor be heavier on the 
men, and let them work at it so that they will pay no attention to false words.” 


10 So the taskmasters of the people and their foremen went out and spoke to the 
people, saying, “Thus says Pharaoh, ‘I am not going to give you any straw. 11 You 
go and get straw for yourselves wherever you can find it, but none of your labor will 
be reduced.’” 12 So the people scattered through all the land of Egypt to gather 
stubble for straw. 13 The taskmasters pressed them, saying, “Complete your work 
quota, your daily amount, just as when you had straw.” 14 Moreover, the foremen 
of the sons of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten 
and were asked, “Why have you not completed your required amount either 
yesterday or today in making brick as previously?” (Exodus 5:6-14 NASB) 


Moses understandably doubts the mission he was put on by God, since his first try 
at helping his people caused their burdens to increase: “Then Moses returned to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord, why have You brought harm to this people? Why did You 
ever send me? 23 Ever since | came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done 
harm to this people, and You have not delivered Your people at all.” (Exodus 5:22- 
23) 


God- ever faithful- the covenant maker_ promises that He will save the people “with 
an outstretched hand”. The people, however, were not inclined to listen since they 
were mired in still further misery: “ Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see 
what | will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under 
compulsion he will drive them out of his land.” 


2 God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “| am the Lord; 3 and | appeared to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, Lord, | did not make 
Myself known to them. 4 / also established My covenant with them, to give them the 
land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. 5 Furthermore | have heard the 
groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage, 
and | have remembered My covenant. 6 Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘lam 
the Lord, and | will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will 
deliver you from their bondage. | will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
with great judgments. 7 Then | will take you for My people, and | will be your God; 
and you shall know that | am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 | will bring you to the land which | swore to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and | will give it to you for a possession; | am the Lord.’” 
9 So Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses on 
account of their despondency and cruel bondage.” (Exodus 6:1-9 NASB) 


Moses again argues with God, thinking that his “unskilled speech” is responsible for 
the failure to deliver the people from slavery. He, like myself, so often relies on the 
energy, strength, talent and insight that | naturally possess to accomplish God’s 
purpose, and am surprised (amazingly but constantly) that it is not MY strength, 
power, influence, or talent that makes any difference. Only as God uses me can | 
accomplish anything- through Him (Philippians 4:13) 


THROUGH HIM WHO 


The Scripture records that Moses still insisted to God that it is his own “unskilled 
speech” that is responsible for this early failure. How God must have wondered 
how long He would have to teach Moses to rely upon Him alone!: 28 Now it came 
about on the day when the Lord spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 that the 
Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “| am the Lord; speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that 
| speak to you.” 30 But Moses said before the Lord, “Behold, | am unskilled in 
speech; how then will Pharaoh listen to me?” (Exodus 6:28-30 NASB) 


God again promises that He will deliver the people, and that Moses will seem “like a 
god” to Pharaoh and Aaron “his prophet”. God also warns Moses that he will 
“harden the heart” of Pharaoh in the process. God knew exactly what it would take- 
including the “breaking point” of Pharaoh- for His will to be accomplished: “Then the 
Lord said to Moses, “See, | make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron 
shall be your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that |! command you, and your brother 
Aaron shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out of his land. 3 But | 
will harden Pharaoh’s heart that | may multiply My signs and My wonders in the land 
of Egypt. 4 When Pharaoh does not listen to you, then! will lay My hand on Egypt 
and bring out My hosts, My people the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by 
great judgments. 5 The Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when !/ stretch out 
My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.” 6 So Moses and 
Aaron did it; as the Lord commanded them, thus they did. 7 Moses was eighty years 
old and Aaron eighty-three, when they spoke to Pharaoh.” (Exodus 7:1-7 NASB) 


The Scripture plainly states that Moses was 80 and Aaron 83 when these events 
took place- reminding me that the age of the obedient servant is not a factor to 
God! Sometimes the twenty-somethings that | teach in college must wonder how an 
“old guy” could possibly still function, much less have the acuity to teach 
chemistry! Age doesn’t really matter that much in some undertakings...! 


God knew Pharaoh would demand a “sign” or “miracle” to exhibit his authority and 
power, just as So many demanded Jesus show His divine power later in history. 
Moses shows his ability (given by God!) to turn a staff into a snake, but the 
“magicians” could duplicate this feat. Even when Moses’ snake ate the magicians’ 
snakes, his heart was still hardened, just as God had predicted. It would take more 
than one demonstration of power to convince the Pharaoh! ” Now the Lord spoke to 
Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Work a miracle,’ 
then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, that 
it may become a serpent.’” 10 So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they 
did just as the Lord had commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before 
Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called for 
the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the 
same with their secret arts. 12 For each one threw down his staff and they turned 
into serpents. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had said.” (Exodus 7:8-13 
NASB) The magicians, working their “secret arts” were tapping into the power of 
Satan/evil to “counterfeit” God’s miracles- but this power is clearly shown to be 
inferior to that of God. 


Even the conversion of the life-giving Nile water to blood did not convince the 
Pharaoh, for his “magicians” were able to duplicate this feat. Pharaoh was still 
unconvinced! “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn; he 
refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he is going out to 
the water, and station yourself to meet him on the bank of the Nile; and you shall 
take in your hand the staff that was turned into a serpent. 16 You shall say to him, 
‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let My people go, that 
they may serve Me in the wilderness. But behold, you have not listened until now.” 
17 Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that | am the Lord: behold, | will 
strike the water that Is in the Nile with the staff that is in my hand, and it will be 
turned to blood. 18 The fish that are in the Nile will die, and the Nile will become 
foul, and the Egyptians will find difficulty in drinking water from the Nile.”’” 19 Then 
the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand 
over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their streams, and over their pools, 
and over all their reservoirs of water, that they may become blood; and there will be 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in vessels of 
stone.’” 


20 So Moses and Aaron did even as the Lord had commanded. And he lifted up the 
staff and struck the water that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the 
sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood. 21 
The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians 
could not drink water from the Nile. And the blood was through all the land of Egypt. 


22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 23 Then 
Pharaoh turned and went into his house with no concern even for this. 24 So all the 
Egyptians dug around the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink of the 
water of the Nile. 25 Seven days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile.” (Exodus 
7:14-25 NASB) 


Moses and Aaron by the river of blood, Add.27210, f.11 


(https://www.bl.uk/learning/cult/inside/goldhaggadahstories/mosesstory/ 


moses. html) 


The “scientific” explanation of this and the other plagues ranges from “global 
warming” and subsequent excess growth of toxic algae and microorganisms 
(https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-news/7530678/Biblical-plagues- 


really-happened-say-scientists.html) to “red tide” 
(httos://www.livescience.com/58638-science-of-the-10-plagues.html). 


What is important to realize is that God, who is the Creator and who knows the 
natural world at a level and scope unimaginable by us humans, was able to 
accomplish these miraculous events for His purposes! 


January 20, 2019 Exodus 8-10 


When | was a “young” Assistant Professor (later | would be the “world’s oldest 
Assistant professor at 68) at Illinois State University in the late 70’s, a colleague of 
mine told me a story | have remembered vividly. A Chinese biology graduate 
student was tasked with preparing frogs for dissection for an undergraduate lab. He 
was totally repulsed by these creatures, and finally told his major professor “| 
cannot make it with these frogs!”. The repulsion of just a few frogs was multiplied 
almost to infinity as Moses (and then the magicians) caused a “sea” of frogs to rise 


up from the waters and cover the land: Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh 
and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2 
But if you refuse to let them go, behold, | will smite your whole territory with frogs. 
3 The Nile will swarm with frogs, which will come up and go into your house and into 
your bedroom and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants and on your 
people, and into your ovens and into your kneading bowls. 4 So the frogs will come 
up on you and your people and all your servants.”’” 5 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the 
streams and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’” 6 So 
Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and 
covered the land of Egypt. 7 The magicians did the same with their secret arts, 
making frogs come up on the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 8:1-7 NASB) 


If the Pharaoh would let the people go, then the frogs would be removed from the 
land. Pharaoh seems to “crack” aa a result of this plague, and promises to let the 
people go if only Moses will remove the frogs. Moses asks God for this additional 
miracle, the frogs die (and smell horrible) but Pharaoh’s heart is again hardened: “8 
Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said, “Entreat the Lord that He 
remove the frogs from me and from my people; and | will let the people go, that 
they may sacrifice to the Lord.” 9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “The honor is yours to tell 
me: when shall |! entreat for you and your servants and your people, that the frogs 
be destroyed from you and your houses, that they may be left only in the Nile?” 


10 Then he said, “Tomorrow.” So he said, “May it be according to your word, that 
you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God. 11 The frogs will depart 
from you and your houses and your servants and your people; they will be left only 
in the Nile.” 12 Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to 
the Lord concerning the frogs which He had inflicted upon Pharaoh. 13 The Lord did 
according to the word of Moses, and the frogs died out of the houses, the courts, 
and the fields. 14 So they piled them in heaps, and the land became foul. 15 But 
when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to 
them, as the Lord had said.” (Exodus 8:8-15 NASB) 


A plague of gnats followed, and this time the “magicians” could not duplicate this 
miracle. The magicians told the Pharaoh that this plague was “the finger of God”- 
they at least were finally convinced that the true God of the universe was acting on 
Moses (and the people’s) behalf: “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, 
‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, that it may become gnats 
through all the land of Egypt.’” 17 They did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand 
with his staff, and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and 
beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats through all the land of Egypt. 18 The 
magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could not; so 
there were gnats on man and beast. 19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is 
the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, 
as the LORD had said.” (Exodus 8:16-19 NASB) 


A plague of flies had the same result- Pharaoh initially agreed to Moses’ demands, 
but when the flies were removed, he changed hi mind and “hardened his heart” : 


“So Moses went out from Pharaoh and made supplication to the Lord. 31 The Lord 
did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his 
servants and from his people; not one remained. 32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart 
this time also, and he did not let the people go.” (Exodus 8:30-32 NASB) 


In Exodus chapter 9 we see the sequence of three more plagues: the death of (only 
the Egyptian) cattle, the plague of boils (so awful that the magicians “could not 
stand” before the Pharaoh), and hail which destroyed the crops that were budding). 
The result each time was that the Pharaoh “sinned” by hardening his heart: “But 
when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned 
again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 Pharaoh’s heart was 
hardened, and he did not let the sons of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken 
through Moses.” (Exodus 9:34-35 NASB) | am reminded of the temptations of Jesus 
by Satan in the wilderness. Jesus had fasted for forty days, and Satan offered Him 
several temptations, two of which (turning stones to bread and leaping from the 
temple spire and landing unharmed) would transform Jesus into a “miracle maker”, 
and not a servant (Luke 4:1-15; Matthew 4:1-11). One commentary sums it up well 
for me: “Jesus had been sent to earth as a man--not a superman. He had come to 
take the form of a servant, not to use his godly abilities to bend the laws of nature 
and serve himself. If you look throughout the Gospels, every miracle of Jesus is 
aimed at bringing honor to his Father and to validate his ministry. Turning stones 
into bread would have been disobedient to God the Father, and it would have been 
a frivolous use of his abilities. Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve. That is 
why he says he does not live "by bread alone." He lives--and we live--by being 
obedient to God.” (https://patch.com/illinois/plainfield/why-didnt-jesus-turn-those- 
stones-into-bread) The miracles themselves are not the point- the authority of God 
is! Pharaoh had to be touched “where he really lived” and lose a child before God 
was able to touch his heart and cause him to finally let the people of God leave 


Egypt! 


Chapter 10 of Exodus follows the same pattern- the plagues of locusts and darkness 
only resulted in Pharaoh’s heart being hardened. Pharaoh seems to be tiring of this 
seemingly endless cycle of plague and removal, for he angrily tells Moses: “But the 
Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he was not willing to let them go. 28 Then 
Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me! Beware, do not see my face again, for in 
the day you see my face you shall die!” 29 Moses said, “You are right; | shall never 
see your face again!” (Exodus 10:27-29 NASB). We will see this “darkness” again 
as God’s people escape from Egypt, and the darkness prevents the pursuing army 
of Pharaoh from reaching them (Exodus 14:19-20) 


The Ten Plagues of Eaypt 


a 


January 21, 2019 Exodus 11-13 


The last -and worst- plague was still to come. This is the plague that finally reached 
Pharaoh and convinced him that the people and the God he opposed were truly 
powerful. The firstborn of each family- and each of the livestock- were to die and 
the hands of a death angel: “Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more 
plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here, and when 
he does, he will drive you out completely. 2 Tell the people that men and women 
alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” 3 (The Lord made the 
Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was highly 
regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh's Officials and by the people.) 4 So Moses said, “This 
is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight | will go throughout Egypt. 5 Every firstborn 
son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to 
the firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of 
the cattle as well. 6 There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there 
has ever been or ever will be again. 7 But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at 
any person or animal.’ Then you will know that the Lord makes a distinction 
between Egypt and Israel. 8 All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing 
down before me and saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you!’ After that | 
will leave.” Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.” (Exodus 11:1-8 NIV) 


The deliverance of the Hebrew people by the mighty hand of their God was an 
event to be remembered, memorialized, and even rehearsed through the ceremony 
of the celebration of the Passover. In the Passover experience we also see clearly 
the prophetic symbols of the Messiah to come. The blood of a lamb is to be 
smeared on the doorposts of the house so tat the inhabitants will be spared death. 
The Paschal (sacrificial) lamb’s blood covered -protected_ the inhabitants (see 
https://www. ministrymagazine.org/archive/2009/09/covered-with-blood.html). 


The Hebrew people are to remember this defining event by eating a lamb each year 
at the (new) beginning of their calendar year: “Now the Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be the beginning of months for you; 
it is to be the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all the congregation of 
Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for 
themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each household. 4 
Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his 
house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to 
what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be an 
unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 
You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7 Moreover, they shall 
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with 
fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, both its head and its 
legs along with its entrails. 10 And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, 
but whatever is left of it until morning, you shall burn with fire. 11 Now you shall eat 
it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand; and you shall eat it in haste—it is the Lord’s Passover. 12 For | will go 
through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt | will execute 
Judgments—!/ am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 


you live; and when | see the blood | will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 
to destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 12:1-13 NASB) 


The bread “made in haste” that was unleavened, is to be eaten as part of the 
ceremonial remembrance of this great deliverance. The Hebrews therefore will 
remind themselves once a year of the power of God to deliver them from the plague 
a well as from bondage. This is exactly what the sacrifice of the Lamb of God does 
for each of us who accept, love and place Him in the center of our hearts! The 
details are given: “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, but on the first day 
you shall remove leaven from your houses; for whoever eats anything leavened 
from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. 16 
On the first day you shall have a holy assembly, and another holy assembly on the 
seventh day; no work at all shall be done on them, except what must be eaten by 
every person, that alone may be prepared by you. 17 You shall also observe the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day | brought your hosts out of the land 
of Egypt; therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as a 
permanent ordinance. 18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at 
evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at 
evening. 19 Seven days there shall be no leaven found in your houses; for whoever 
eats what Is leavened, that person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, 
whether he is an alien or a native of the land. 20 You shall not eat anything 
leavened, in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.’” (Exodus 12:15-20 
NASB) 


A very touching part of the Passover meal is the question asked by a child “Why is 
tonight not like all other nights?” The question is to be asked and answered with the 
story of God’s great deliverance on that night in history. It is an event so important 
to the understanding of God and His deliverance that this is to be a “permanent” 
ordinance: “For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He 
sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over the 
door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to smite you. 24 And 
you Shall observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever. 25 
When you enter the land which the Lord will give you, as He has promised, you shall 
observe this rite. 26 And when your children say to you, ‘What does this rite mean 
to you?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the Lord who passed over the 
houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but spared our 
homes.’” And the people bowed low and worshiped.” (Exodus 12:23-27 NASB) 


God, the covenant Keeper, did exactly as He had promised- the destroying angel 
brought death to the firstborn of each household not “covered in the blood of the 
lamb” : “Now it came about at midnight that the Lord struck all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of 
the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 Pharaoh 
arose in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians, and there was a 
great cry in Egypt, for there was no home where there was not someone dead. 31 
Then he called for Moses and Aaron at night and said, “Rise up, get out from among 
my people, both you and the sons of Israel; and go, worship the Lord, as you have 
said. 32 Take both your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and go, and bless 


me also.” (Exodus 12:29-32 NASB) The Hebrew people were now seen by the 
Egyptians as “bringers of death” and were told to leave- the Pharaoh called for 
Moses and Aaron in the night- not waiting for another day to begin! It is interesting 
to me that the Pharaoh also asks Moses and Aaron to “bless him”- was the 
previously hard heart of Pharaoh softened by this display of God’s Power? 


Later in history we see the death of children accompanying the coming of Jesus- the 
slaughter of the innocents by the insanely jealous (and insane) Herod. The 
Wikipedia article offers an interesting commentary on the event- recorded only in 
Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 2): “Classical historian Michael Grant, for instance, 
stated “The tale is not history but myth or folk-lore”. It appears to be modeled on 
Pharaoh's attempt to kill the Israelite children (Exodus 1:22), and more specifically 
on various elaborations of the original story that had become current in the 1st 
century. In that expanded story, Pharaoh kills the Hebrew children after his scribes 
warn him of the impending birth of the threat to his crown (i.e., Moses), but Moses's 
father and mother are warned in a dream that the child's life is in danger and act to 
save him, and Moses, like Jesus, returns only when those who sought his death are 
themselves dead. The story of the massacre of the innocents thus plays a part in 
Matthew's wider nativity story, in which the proclamation of the coming of the 
Messiah (the birth) is followed by his rejection by the Jews (Herod and his scribes 
and the people of Jerusalem) and acceptance by the gentiles (the Magi). The 
relevance of Jeremiah 31:15 to the massacre in Bethlehem is not immediately 
apparent, as Jeremiah's next verses go on to speak of hope and restoration.” 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massacre of the Innocents) 


The people left in haste, taking with them the gold and silver given to them by the 
Egyptians: “The Egyptians urged the people, to send them out of the land in haste, 
for they said, “We will all be dead.” 34 So the people took their dough before it was 
leavened, with their kneading bowls bound up in the clothes on their shoulders. 


35 Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had 
requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; 36 
and the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they 
let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. 


37 Now the sons of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, aside from children. 38 A mixed multitude also went up with 
them, along with flocks and herds, a very large number of livestock. 39 They baked 
the dough which they had brought out of Egypt into cakes of unleavened bread. For 
it had not become leavened, since they were driven out of Egypt and could not 
delay, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves. 


40 Now the time [ah]that the sons of Israel lived in Egypt was four hundred and 
thirty years. 41 And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, [ai]Jto the very day, 
all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 12:33-41 NASB) 


More detail is then given by God as to the observance of the Passover- the lamb is 
not to have any broken bones- a “type” of Jesus who dies on the cross without His 
bones being broken by the Romans: “/t is to be eaten in a single house; you are 


not to bring forth any of the flesh outside of the house, nor are you to break any 
bone of it. 47 All the congregation of Israel are to [an]celebrate this. 48 But if a 
[ao]stranger sojourns with you, and [ap]celebrates the Passover to the Lord, /et all 
his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to [ag]celebrate it; and he 
shall be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it. 49 
[ar]The same law shall [asJapply to the native as to the [at]stranger who sojourns 
among you.” 


50 Then all the sons of Israel did so; they did just as the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron. 51 And on that same day the Lord brought the sons of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt [au]by their hosts”. (Exodus 12:46-51 NASB). 


The firstborn of each family, animal and human, is declared by God to be dedicated 
to Him. This iis a pattern for the sacrificial offerings, in which the “first fruits” are to 
be offered to God. God deserves our very best. The very famous devotional book 
by Oswald Chambers has a title that reflects this accurately “Our Utmost for His 
Highest”! The Scripture says: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Sanctify to 
Me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both 
of man and beast; it belongs to Me.” (Exodus 13:1-2 NASB) 


This dedication of the first born is a part of the memorialization of God’s 
deliverance: “Now when the Lord brings you to the land of the Canaanite, as He 
swore to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 you shall devote to the 
Lord the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you 
own; the males belong to the Lord. 13 But every first offspring of a donkey you shall 
redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and 
every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14 And it shall be when 
your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ then you shall say to him, 
‘With a powerful hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 
15 It came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the Lord 
killed every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn 
of beast. Therefore, | sacrifice to the Lord the males, the first offspring of every 
womb, but every firstborn of my sons | redeem.’ 16 So it shall serve as a sign on 
your hand and as phylacteries on your forehead, for with a powerful hand the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt.” (Exodus 13:11-16 NASB) 


God then leads His people, wisely avoiding the warlike Philistines: “Now when 
Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the 
Philistines, even though it was near; for God said, “The people might change their 
minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.” 18 Hence God led the people 
around by the way of the wilderness to the Red Sea; and the sons of Israel went up 
in martial array from the land of Egypt. 19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, 
for he had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will surely take 
care of you, and you shall carry my bones from here with you.” 20 Then they set out 
from Succoth and camped in Etham on the edge of the wilderness. 21 The Lord was 
going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar 
of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. 22 He 


did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 
before the people.” (Exodus 13:17-22 NASB) 


The question each of us must answer is this: When God leads us, will we follow? 
The answer to that question determines the commitment, joy and victorious living 
that we will experience. The old hymn states “Where He Leads Me | Will Follow” 
(E.W Blandy). The author of this tune was a Salvation Army officer: “Blandy, a 
Salvation Army officer, wrote this song after choosing between a comfortable post 
at an established church, and an alternate assignment to the New York City 

Waker one and slum called Hell's Kitchen. He chose the latter.” 


a _flexscores). 


January 22, 2019 Exodus 14-16 


So the Hebrew people, a vast expanse of (estimated) 2 plus million people, finally 
are given their freedom and leave Egypt. But are they truly safe? From a human 
point, when Pharaoh again “hardens his heart” (or more correctly, God hardens his 
heart) and decides to pursue them, what chance of survival do they have. As the 
army of chariots and officers grows close, the Hebrew people cry out in despair- it 
would have been better to “serve the Egyptians than die in the wilderness” (Exodus 
14:12): “Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Tell the sons of Israel to turn back 
and camp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea; you shall camp in front 
of Baal-zephon, opposite it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the sons of Israel, 
‘They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’ 4 Thus 
/ will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will chase after them; and | will be honored 
through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that | am the Lord.” 
And they did so. 


5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his 
servants had a change of heart toward the people, and they said, “What is this we 
have done, that we have /et Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he made his chariot 
ready and took his people with him; 7 and he took six hundred select chariots, and 
all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8 The Lord hardened 
the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he chased after the sons of Israel as the 
sons of Israel were going out boldly. 9 Then the Egyptians chased after them with 
all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and they 
overtook them camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.” 
(Exodus 14:1-9 NASB) 


It seems God has put His people in a vulnerable spot- right next to the impassible 
Red Sea- an inescapable place that the Egyptians could use to their advantage! Yet 
God's plan was perfect- what seemed an impossible situation and sure defeat was 
turned into victor. Just as God had provided a lamb for Abrahan, He provided and 
escape for His people camped by the Sea! The Bible tells it this way: “But Moses 
said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord which 
He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you 
will never see them again forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you while you keep 
silent.” 


15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of 
Israel to go forward. 16 As for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over 
the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on 
dry land. 17 As for Me, behold, | will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they 
will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, 
through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 Then the Egyptians will know that |! am 
the Lord, when | am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his 
horsemen.” 


19 The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood 
behind them. 20 So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and 
there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one 
did not come near the other all night. 


21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord swept the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters 
were divided. 22 The sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry 
land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 
23 Then the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots 
and his horsemen went in after them into the midst of the sea. 24 At the morning 
watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire 
and cloud and brought the army of the Egyptians into confusion. 25 He caused their 
chariot wheels to swerve, and He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the Lord is fighting for them against the 
Egyptians.” (Exodus 14:13-25 NASB) 


God was indeed “fighting for them” as He was later to do so with Gideon against the 
Midianites. One of the most memorable moments in cinematic history was the Cecil 
B DeMille film “The Ten Commandments” in which Charleton Heston, portraying 
Moses, holds up his staff over the waters of the sea and proclaims “Behold the 
mighty hand of God!” 


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/ 
File:Charlton_Heston_in The Ten Commandments film_trailer.jog 


When Moses again commanded the divided sea to close over the pursuing 
Egyptians, drowning them all, the people believed in Moses and the God who 
commissioned him: “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea so that the waters may come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots and 
their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea 
returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into 
it; then the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen, even Pharaoh's entire army 
that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained. 29 But the 
sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters were 
like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 


30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 When Israel saw the great power which 
the Lord had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they 
believed in the Lord and in His servant Moses.” (Exodus 14:26-31 NASB) 


This faith and belief in the power of God would not survive the first testing of the 
people by hardship in the desert! We will see the seemingly endless cycle of 
hardship and suffering, crying out to God for relief, God granting relief and blessing, 
and then arrogance and disbelief and disobedience, followed by hardship and 
suffering. It must have grieved and saddened God (then and now) to see how little 
the faith of the people - or an individual- seemed to become a central factor in the 
lives of His people! As Jesus explained later, some seed falls on “rocky soil” does 
not develop deep roots and withers in the sun. My prayer for myself and for my 
people is that we are people of “good soil” and that we multiply to fulfil the Great 
Commission (Matthew 13:1-23; Matthew 28: 16-20) 


Miriam, Moses’ sister, then sings a song of victory. The joy that she and her people 
felt was real and heartfelt. The opportunity of freedom was now a reality. Would 
they honor God and serve Him gladly? After all, he had just demonstrated for them 
the might of His hand! The answer, sadly, is negative. The people were still 
poisoned with a sin nature, one that would not be “cured” until the Holy Spirit was 
given at Pentecost (Acts 2). Miriam sang: “Miriam answered them, “Sing to the 
Lord, for He is highly exalted; The horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea.” 
(Exodus 15:21) 


One of my favorite stories in the Bible is the story of the waters at Marah (Hebrew 
for “bitter”) changing from “bitter” to “sweet” once Moses puts a tree that God 
showed him into the water. The scientist in me will explain that the waters that are 
bitter are alkaline, and that the “tree” contained acids that neutralized the alkalinity 
of the water and removed its bitterness 
(https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/where-the-wood-meets-water/) The 
importance of water to those wandering in the wilderness cannot be overstated. 
The two million plus people were accompanied by probably an equal number of 
livestock. Imagine the amount of water needed for their survival! God, who 


invented all the science of the universe, was able to lead Moses to the right tree 
which would solve the problem of bitterness. Jesus, who called Himself the source 
of “living water” does the same for us! (John 4:14; 7:38). 


The next “need” in the hierarchy of survival is food. Only a limited amount of food 
could have been taken with the people as they left Egypt. What then were they to 
do to survive? Once again, God- the Great Provider- has the answer. He will 
provide manna (from the Hebrew mon-“portion of food”- also from Egyptian- 
“what”). The Hebrew people may have first said “mon” and meant the Egyptian 
word (What is this?). God also provided “directions” for collecting the manna- on the 
sixth day- the day before the Sabbath- twice as much would be collected to be used 
on the Sabbath and the day before. God was already teaching His people the 
importance of the Sabbath: “Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation 
of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, 
on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of 
Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died 
by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we 
ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.” 


4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, | will rain bread from heaven for you; and 
the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that | may test them, 
whether or not they will walk in My instruction. 5 On the sixth day, when they 
prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6 So 
Moses and Aaron said to all the sons of Israel, “At evening you will know that the 
Lord has brought you out of the land of Egypt; 7 and in the morning you will see the 
glory of the Lord, for He hears your grumblings against the Lord; and what are we, 
that you grumble against us?” (Exodus 16:1-7 NASB) 


God certainly must have a sense of humor- after all, he invented everything and 
made us in His image. When the people complain that they are tired of manna and 
want meat, God practically drowns them in meat! The Bible tells us: “Moses said, 
“This will happen when the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening, and bread to 
the full in the morning; for the Lord hears your grumblings which you grumble 
against Him. And what are we? Your grumblings are not against us but against the 
Lord.” 


9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, 

‘Come near before the Lord, for He has heard your grumblings.’” 10 It came about 
as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the sons of Israel, that they looked 
toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “Il have heard the grumblings of the sons of 
Israel; speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you Shall be filled with bread; and you shall know that | am the Lord your God.’” 


13 So it came about at evening that the quails came up and covered the camp, and 
in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew 
evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness there was a fine flake-like 


thing, fine as the frost on the ground. 15 When the sons of Israel saw it, they said to 
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to 
them, “It is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat. 16 This is what the Lord 
has commanded, ‘Gather of it every man as much as he should eat; you shall take 
an omer apiece according to the number of persons each of you has in his tent.’” 17 
The sons of Israel did so, and some gathered much and some little. 18 When they 
measured it with an omer, he who had gathered much had no excess, and he who 
had gathered little had no lack; every man gathered as much as he should eat. 19 
Moses said to them, “Let no man leave any of it until morning.” 20 But they did not 
listen to Moses, and some left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and 
became foul; and Moses was angry with them. 21 They gathered it morning by 
morning, every man as much as he should eat; but when the sun grew hot, it would 
melt.” (Exodus 16:8-21 NASB) 


God wanted His people to remember- the deliverance and the Passover of the 
destroying angel, the provision of manna in the wilderness. How often we forget 
the goodness of God- we become so satisfied with ourselves and take His mercy 
and grace for granted that we forget the deliverance that God has given each of us 
who believe through His Son! God wanted His people to remember the mannaasa 
provision and an act of mercy from Himself, so he instructed them to first rest on 
the Sabbath (which we scarcely do today) and to preserve some of the manna as a 
constant reminder of God’s goodness: “Now on the sixth day they gathered twice as 
much bread, two omers for each one. When all the leaders of the congregation 
came and told Moses, 23 then he said to them, “This is what the Lord meant: 
Tomorrow is a sabbath observance, a holy sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you will 
bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over put aside to be kept until 
morning.” 24 So they put it aside until morning, as Moses had ordered, and it did 
not become foul nor was there any worm in it. 25 Moses said, “Eat it today, for 
today is a sabbath to the Lord; today you will not find it in the field. 26 Six days you 
shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the sabbath, there will be none.” 


27 It came about on the seventh day that some of the people went out to gather, 
but they found none. 28 Then the Lord said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to 
keep My commandments and My instructions? 29 See, the Lord has given you the 
sabbath; therefore He gives you bread for two days on the sixth day. Remain every 
man in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the 
people rested on the seventh day. 


31 The house of Israel named it manna, and it was like coriander seed, white, and 
its taste was like wafers with honey. 32 Then Moses said, “This is what the Lord has 
commanded, ‘Let an omerful of it be kept throughout your generations, that they 
may see the bread that | fed you in the wilderness, when | brought you out of the 
land of Egypt.’” 33 Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put an omerful of manna in 
it, and place it before the Lord to be kept throughout your generations.” 34 As the 
Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the Testimony, to be kept. 35 
The sons of Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; 
they ate the manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36 (Now an 
omer is a tenth of an ephah.)” (Exodus 16:22-36 NASB) 


January 23, 2019 Exodus 17-19 


“Strike the rock” and water will come gushing forth...the solution God gave Moses 
at Horeb, and Moses named the place “Massah and Merebah” which means “test 
and quarrel”, because the people were so thirsty that they threatened to stone 
Moses: “Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the 
wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, 
and there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled 
with Moses and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted 
there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, “Why, now, have you 
brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 
4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall | do to this people? A little 
more and they will stone me.” 5 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pass before the 
people and take with you some of the elders of Israel; and take in your hand your 
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, | will stand before you there 
on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 
that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 
He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of 
Israel, and because they tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us, or not?” 
(Exodus 17:1-7 NASB) 


The people dealt not only with parching thirst but opposition in battle. They were 
attacked by the people of Amelek (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalek). The 
founder of this tribe of people was the grandson of Esau. The betrayal of Esau by 
Jacob has returned full circle as the Amelekites fought with God’s people. Only the 
courageous fighting of Joshua and the intervention of God (as Moses held up his 
hands) allowed God’s people to prevail. This intervention of God was memorialized 
by an altar, and Moses gave God another of His many names - “The Lord is My 
Banner” (Jehovah Nissi): Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. 
9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. 
Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my 
hand.” 10 Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 So it came about when Moses held 
his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek 
prevailed, 12 But Moses’ hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it under 
him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and 
one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set. 13 So Joshua 
overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 


14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to 
Joshua, that | will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 
Moses built an altar and named it The Lord is My Banner; 16 and he said, “The Lord 
has sworn; the Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to generation.” 
Exodus 17:8-16 NASB) 
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The Names of God -Original Art by Caleb Lachmann 


Moses had assumed the role of “judge”- when a dispute arose between the people, 
Moses would hear the facts of the dispute and render judgment. This must have 
been overwhelming due to the sheer number of people (two million plus). When 
Moses visited Jethro, his father-in-law (Zipporah’s father), he received not only a 
warm reception but some very cogent advice. Moses should appoint “judges” over 
the people to relieve himself of this burden, and only serve as a sort of “Supreme 
court” in the most difficult or contentious cases: “So Moses listened to his father-in- 
law and did all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men out of all Israel and made 
them heads over the people, leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of 
tens. 26 They judged the people at all times; the difficult dispute they would bring 
to Moses, but every minor dispute they themselves would judge. 27 Then Moses 


bade his father-in-law farewell, and he went his way into his own land.” (Exodus 
18:24-27 NASB) These judges should be chosen from persons of high moral 
character: : “Furthermore, you shall select out of all the people able men who fear 
God, men of truth, those who hate dishonest gain; and you shall place these over 
them as leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens.” (Exodus 18:21 
NASB) In this patriarchal society, the judges selected would all be men. 


God now “sets the stage” for His dramatic encounter with Moses, and the giving of 
the Law which is to guide God’s people. The people should purify themselves, and 
stay away from the mountain-Sinai- as the power and might of God will be present 
in a powerful way. The awe and respect that God demanded here has not been 
relaxed. So often we reduce God and Jesus to “cosmic friends” and lose the “fear of 
God”- the feeling of astonishment, excitement and respect that is due to the very 
Creator of all the universe! God’s instructions were very specific as he prepared the 
people- and Moses- for what was to come: “Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke 
because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke 
of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. 19 When the sound of the 
trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder. 
20 The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the Lord 
called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 21 Then the Lord 
spoke to Moses, “Go down, warn the people, so that they do not break through to 
the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests who come near to 
the Lord consecrate themselves, or else the Lord will break out against them.” 23 
Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for You warned 
us, saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and consecrate it.’” 24 Then the Lord 
said to him, “Go down and come up again, you and Aaron with you; but do not let 
the priests and the people break through to come up to the Lord, or He will break 
forth upon them.” 25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.” (Exodus 
19:18-35 NASB) 


John Gills’ commentary on verse 24 is enlightening...” break forth” implies that God 
will bring sudden death on those who disrespect and dishonor Him by crossing the 
barriers around Sinai and approaching the Lord in a disrespectful and disobedient 
way: “And the Lord said unto him, away, get thee down,.... And prevent the people 
and priests from breaking through the bounds and gazing, to which their curiosity 
would tempt them; as the Lord knew better than Moses, and it was high time for 
him to be gone, the matter required haste, the people were under great 
temptations of indulging their curiosity, to the peril of their lives: and thou shall 
come up, thou, and Aaron with thee; which is thought to be an answer to the 
question, who might come up? only himself and Aaron, who was his prophet and 
spokesman, and concerned with him in his miracles, and in conducting the people 
of Israel; and who was to be chief priest as Moses was to be, and was the leader and 
governor of the people: but /et not the priests and the people break through to 
come up unto the Lord, lest he break forth upon them; it required the immediate 
presence of Moses below, and immediate care was to be taken by him, lest the 
priests and people, led by a vain curiosity, should attempt to ascend the mount, and 


come where God was, to see if they could observe any likeness of him; which would 
so provoke him, that in just retaliation, as they had broke through the bounds set, 
he would break forth on them by inflicting sudden death upon them.” John Gills 


Exposition of the Whole Bible (https://www.studylight.org/commentary/exodus/19- 
24.html) 


January 24, 2019 Exodus 20-22 


The laws and commandments of God for His people are now given to Moses. These 
are not ten “suggestions” for a better morality- these are the moral foundation for 
God’s people everywhere. If we break any of these, the result is that we are as 
guilty as having broken them all (James 2:10). This is not “our truth” or the 
“Hebrew people’s truth” but THE truth! The commandments were given as follows: 
Then God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “lam the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other 
gods before Me. 


4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not 
worship them or serve them; for |, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of 
those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love 
Me and keep My commandments. 


7 “You Shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 


8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall 
not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female 
servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on 
the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 


12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the 
land which the Lord your God gives you. 


13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 


17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:1-17 NASB) 


Far be it for me to expound upon a subject which has been dissected, subjected to 
commentary, sermonized and analyzed from a whole gamut of perspectives, from 
the non-believer to the fundamentalist! Several points, however, are clearly 
important. God identifies Himself as the Deliverer of the people. The first and 
perhaps most critical commandment is against worship of other “gods” - these 
created gods- some of which were created by the worshippers, were false and were 
a constant snare to Gods people- then and now. God identifies Himself as a God of 
“lovingkindness”, yet reserves the right to punish disobedience. The week of God’s 
people is to be patterned after the week of creation- with a sabbath day of rest. 
Parents are to be honored- the first commandment with a promise...”that your days 
may be prolonged” (vs 12). Murder is forbidden, but was defined by the Hebrew 
people and by us as a narrower concept than mere “killing”. 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/you-shall-not-murder.html). Covetousness, adultery 
and false witness are seen as coequal in seriousness with murder. Jesus taught us 
as much later in history (Matthew 5). 


The people were understandably impressed with this dramatic scene of thunder and 
lightning, and they pleaded with Moses to speak to God for them: “A// the people 
perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and 
the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a 
distance. 19 Then they said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but 
let not God speak to us, or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be 
afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may 
remain with you, so that you may not sin.” (Exodus 20:18-20 NASB). 


The beginnings of the myriad interpretations of the Law was already beginning. 
God spoke to them about how an altar was to be build (with stones cut and shaped 
elsewhere) and how the altar was to be approached. The role of the Levitical 
priests was just beginning to be defined: “/f you make an altar of stone for Me, you 
shall not build it of cut stones, for if you wield your tool on it, you will profane 

it. 7 And you shall not go up by steps to My altar, so that your nakedness will not be 
exposed on it.’ (Exodus 20:25-26 NASB) 


Exodus 21 and 22 are a summary of the various interpretations and specific 
examples of the applications of the basic moral law set forth in the commandments. 
Significantly, and “eye for an eye” (Exodus 21:24) was actually a milder form of 
justice than “murder for an eye” which was the revengeful rule of the pagans living 
around the Hebrew people. Slavery was accepted, but the slave should be allowed 


to go free after seven years (Exodus 21:1-6). Sorcery is punishable by death, as is 
bestiality (Exodus 22:18-19) 


God should not be cursed; the firstborn child and livestock will be dedicated to the 
Lord: “You shall not “/curse God, nor curse a ruler of your people. 7? “You shall not 
delay the offering from your harvest and your vintage. The firstborn of your sons 
you Shall give to Me. 7° You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep. It 
shall be with its mother seven days; on the eighth day you shall give it to Me.” 
(Exodus 22:29-30 NASB) 


The lO Commandments 
1. Put God First. 
Zz. Worship God Only. 


3. Use God's Name With Respect. 
4. Remember God's Sabbath. 
a Fes pect Your Parents. 

6. Do Not Hurt Other People. 


7 Be Faithful tn Marriage. 

8. Po Not Steal. 

9 Do Not Lie. 

10. Do Not Want What Others 
Have. 


January 25, 2019 Exodus 23-25 


In the “expansion” and interpretation of God’s Law, several key items emerge. 

First, the years, as well as the days, are to be observed as a sabbath. After each six 
years, there is to be a seventh sabbath year in which no crops are planted and the 
fields and orchards are to be available to the poor for gleaning- we will see this later 
in the dramatic story of Ruth: “You shall sow your land for six years and gather in its 
yield, 11 but on the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the 
needy of your people may eat; and whatever they leave the beast of the field may 
eat. You are to do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove.” (Exodus 
23:10-11 NASB) 


The first commandment is so important to God’s design for His people that the 
names of the “false/foreign” gods should not even be spoken: “Now concerning 
everything which I have said to you, be on your guard; and do not mention the 


name of other gods, nor let them be heard from your mouth.” (Exodus 23:13 NASB) 
James later expands on the evil that comes from “the tongue” (James 3:1-12) 


Three yearly feasts are to be observed- unleavened bread (Passover), harvest 
(Pentecost), and “ingathering”(Tabernacles): “Three times a year you shall 
celebrate a feast to Me. “You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for 
seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as | commanded you, at the appointed 
time in the month Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. And none shall appear 
before Me empty-handed. 16 Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the 
first fruits of your labors from what you sow in the field; also the Feast of the 
Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather in the fruit of your labors from 
the field. 17 Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord God.” 
Exodus 23:15-17 NASB) Fora more detailed discussion, see 
(http://www.jeremiahstudybible.com/Exodus/israels-three-great-feasts/) 


God's plan included the provision of a land specifically chosen for His people, To 
accomplish this transfer of land, the people must obey God and His “angel” that will 
go before them: “Behold, | am going to send an angel before you to guard you 
along the way and to bring you into the place which | have prepared.” (Exodus 
23:20 NASB) Most of the classic commentary identify this angel as a pre-incarnate 
appearance of Christ Himself (1 Cor 10:9). See: 
(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/exodus/23-20.htm) 


God’s people then affirm their belief and trust in God and His servant Moses, and 
promise to follow all the “laws and ordinances” that God has given to Moses: “Then 
He said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and 
seventy of the elders of Israel, and you shall worship at a distance. 2 Moses alone, 
however, shall come near to the Lord, but they shall not come near, nor shall the 
people come up with him.” 3 Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the 
words of the Lord and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one 
voice and said, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we will do!” (Exodus 24:1- 
3 NASB) 


| would imagine that God was pleased by this affirmation, but realized that the 
people would still stray from the revealed truth that had been given to them. The 
old testament/covenant is in some ways the story of the seemingly endless dance of 
obedience and disobedience, forgiveness by God, followed by disobedience! 


Moses, Aaron and twenty elders then went up on the mountain and “saw God” (and 
did not die!- see http://defendinginerrancy.com/bible-solutions/Exodus_24.9- 
11.php). The description of the appearance of God in reminiscent of the vision of 
the Lamb in Revelation (Rev 1:9-20): “Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 and they saw the God of Israel; and 
under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky 
itself. 11 Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; 
and they saw God, and they ate and drank.” (Exodus 24:9-11 NASB) 


The Law is now to be written by God in stone, and as Moses went again to the 
mountain top he stayed there “40 days”: “Now the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to 


Me on the mountain and remain there, and | will give you the stone tablets with the 
law and the commandment which | have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses 
arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. 14 But to 
the elders he said, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and 
Hur are with you; whoever has a legal matter, let him approach them.” 15 Then 
Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory 
of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; and on the 
seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud. 17 And to the eyes of 
the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire 
on the mountain top. 18 Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he went up to the 
mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.” (Exodus 
24:12-18 NASB) 


Forty days seems to signify here and in many other places in God’s Word a period of 
“trial or testing” Moses was not being tried, but the people of God, who had just 
affirmed their belief in and obedience to God, were being tested! Please see: 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/40-days-Bible.html). 


God then instructs Moses in Exodus 25 as to: 1) offerings to God, which are to be 
made in a sanctuary- the specifications for which would be given for this “mobile” 
physical reminder of God’s presence; 2) the ark of the covenant- in which the 
tablets of stone and other sacred items were to be kept; 3) the table f showbread; 
and 4) the golden lampstand. These physical reminders of God’s presence were to 
be treasured and protected. The construction of these items include gold- the 
precious symbol of the eternal value of God’s covenant of protection, and acacia 
wood, which was one of the few woods available to the people in this part of the 
world (see: https://www.gotquestions.org/acacia-wood.html) 


Ark of the Covenant with Sacred Elements 
(httos://www.holylandgifts.net/products/ark-of-the-covenant-with-sacred-elements ) 


January 26, 2019 Exodus 26-28 


Why so much detail in the chapters describing the “mobile temple” that the people 
would carry with them in their wanderings in the wilderness? Did the people have 

any real understanding as to how long their wandering in the desert would be? Did 
they question the details that God provided to Moses about the construction of the 
temple? 


The modern reader, when confronted with the level of detail and the number of 
specifications for the temple might decide to “skip over” this part of God’s Word. 
After all, since we do not follow the ceremonial Law of God any longer, why would 
we be enlightened by this level of detail? One answer that occurs to be is that God 
is illustrating with the specifics of His temple His infinite value, power, and 
preciousness to the people. Only the finest and most costly materials are used in 
construction (gold, purple dyed cloth) and the best craftsmen are to carefully create 
the items in the Temple. The “inner sanctum” where the ark of the covenant is kept 
is veiled (https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php? 
com=wes&b=2&c=26) and separated from ordinary view. Later we will see the 
Temple veil torn in two (Matthew 27:50-51a) at the crucifixion of Jesus 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/temple-veil-torn.html). 


There are three Temples described in Scripture: Solomon’s temple; Herod’s temple, 
and the “third” temple (Ezekeiel 40) described in Ezekiel 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Solomon-first-temple.html) 


\ 
Ezekiel's 
Temple 


The first two temples are historic, and the remnant of the second temple is the well 
known and often visited “wailing wall”. The third temple was described to Ezekiel in 
a prophetic vision, and includes animal sacrifice for sin (Ezekiel 40:38-43) 


The detail is of the “mobile temple” astonishing as seen in this passage: “You shall 
make a veil of [at]blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen; it 
shall be made with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. 32 You shall [auJhang 
it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, their hooks also being of gold, on four 
[av]sockets of silver. 33 You shall [aw]hang up the veil under the clasps, and shall 
bring in the ark of the testimony there within the veil; and the veil shall [ax]serve 
for you as a partition between the holy place and the holy of holies. 34 You shall put 


the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the holy of holies. 35 You shall set the 
table outside the veil, and the lampstand opposite the table on the side of the 
tabernacle toward the south; and you shall put the table on the north side. 


36 “You shall make a screen for the doorway of the tent of [ay]/blue and purple and 
scarlet material and fine twisted linen, the work of a [azJweaver. 37 You shall make 
five pillars of acacia for the screen and overlay them with gold, their hooks also 
being of gold; and you shall cast five [ba]sockets of [bb]bronze for them.” (Exodus 
26:31-27 NASB) 


Since God “lived” in the temple, several points can be made as to what God was 
teaching His people in this part of Exodus: 1) God is infinitely precious, and 
deserving of the best; 2) He, and He only, is to be worshipped; 3) God has 
expectations of His people- that they love Him, live in harmony with each other, and 
seek His guidance for direction in their lives- in this case mainly through His 
revelation of Himself to the priests and appointed leaders. 


God, who Himself is light, is to have a continuously lighted temple/tent of meeting: 
“You shall charge the sons of Israel, that they bring you clear oil of beaten olives for 
the light, to make a lamp burn continually. 21 In the tent of meeting, outside the 
veil which is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall keep it in order from 
evening to morning before the Lord; it shall be a perpetual statute throughout their 
generations for the sons of Israel.” (Exodus 27:20-21) 


The Levitical order, from the tribe of Levi, was established and their orders of 
worship were described in detail. Only the priests could confidently approach God: 
“For Aaron’s sons you shall make tunics; you shall also make sashes for them, and 
you shall make caps for them, for glory and for beauty. 41 You shall put them on 
Aaron your brother and on his sons with him; and you shall anoint them and ordain 
them and consecrate them, that they may serve Me as priests. 42 You shall make 
for them linen breeches to cover their bare flesh; they shall reach from the loins 
even to the thighs. 43 They shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they enter the 
tent of meeting, or when they approach the altar to minister in the holy place, so 
that they do not incur guilt and die. It shall be a statute forever to him and to his 
descendants after him.” (Exodus 28:40-43 NASB) 


January 27, 2019 Exodus 29-31 


God is the perfect teacher, reminder, and communicator. All of chapter 29 of 
Exodus describes in great detail the consecration (the act or declaration that 
something is sacred- or set aside for God) of the Levitical priests for service. The 
entire tribe of Levi was “set aside” for God and did not receive an allotment of land, 
as did the other tribes. God states that the purpose of these offerings and rituals is 
that: “They shall know that | am the Lord their God who brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, that |! might dwell among them; | am the Lord their God.” (Exodus 
29:46 NASB) 


God declares Himself to be the God who “dwells among them”- so that the God who 
“is always- past present and future” (Exodus 3:14) the great | Am- adds to the 


meaning of His Name and further teaches His people concerning His nature and 
personality. Later Jesus claims the same Name (John 8:56-59) to show us the 
ultimate expression of the “living with us” God- the Son himself! 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/I-AM.html) 


God living with us, both loving us and holding us accountable, is expressed 
beautifully in Psalm 139 as well as many sermons and expositions (see 
https://library.timelesstruths.org/texts/The Christians Secret_of_a Happy Life 
God_with Us/) 


We must be careful not to “trivialize” God- to make Him “too small”- as if He were a 
“Super Santa” or “Cosmic Cop”! The very Creator of the universe is with us, to 
encourage, challenge, guide, direct and love us. This central reality is part of the 
Christian’s “secret” to a joyful and victorious life- to live a life totally yielded to Him- 
our will- which wants to assert itself as the final judge, arbiter and most important 
force in our lives- must be totally yielded to Him! As Campus Crusade, now “Cru” 
puts it- he must be on the throne of our lives. 


God provides more specifications and requirements for our worship of Him in 
Exodus 30, about the altar of incense, the anointing oil, and the incense itself 
(Exodus 30:1, 22-24, 34-35). These items are a reminder and a teaching tool for 
God to illustrate the way that God perceives and receives our prayers and worship. 
As the prayers and worship “go up”, they are like a “pleasing aroma” to Him 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/four-aromas-god-loves-most). (Exodus 29:18; 
Ephesians 5:2) (See: https://www.openbible.info/topics/pleasing_aroma_to_god) 


God then calls skilled craftsmen- by name- and appoints them to create the objects 
and “equipment” for worship. They are to use their very best skill (given by God 
Himself!) to lovingly and carefully present their best to Him. The Scripture says: 
“Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “See, | have called by name Bezalel, the 
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 | have filled him with the Spirit of 
God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, 4 
to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, 5 and in the 
cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all 
kinds of craftsmanship. 6 And behold, | Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, the 
son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are skillful | have 
put skill, that they may make all that | have commanded you: the tent of meeting, 
and the ark of testimony, and the mercy seat upon it, and all the furniture of the 
tent, the table also and its utensils, and the pure gold lampstand with all its 
utensils, and the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering also with all its utensils, 
and the laver and its stand, 10 the woven garments as well, and the holy garments 
for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, with which to carry on their 
priesthood; 11 the anointing oil also, and the fragrant incense for the holy place, 
they are to make them according to all that | have commanded you.” (Exodus 31:1- 
11 NASB) 


First, God calls the craftsmen “by name”. We will see this later in the call of God to 
Samuel (1 Samuel 3:3-10). God knows us intimately- He created each of us, and we 


are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). He knew is before we were 
born! (Psalm 139:13) 


So God instructs Moses to teach the people that the sabbath is to always be “set 
aside”- no work of any kind (the teachers of the Law would later make a code of 
specifications as to the meaning of “work) was to be done, and the sabbath was a 
“sign” of God’s creative and delivering presence among His people: 

“The LorD spoke to Moses, saying, 7? “But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘You shall surely observe My sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may know that | am the LoRD who sanctifies 
you. ** Therefore you are to observe the sabbath, for it is holy to you. Everyone who 
profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that 
person shall be cut off from among his people. * For six days work may be done, but 
on the seventh day there is a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the LorD; whoever 
does any work on the sabbath day shall surely be put to death.’ So the sons of 
Israel shall observe the sabbath, to '!celebrate the sabbath throughout their 
generations as a perpetual covenant.’ 7’ It is a sign between Me and the sons of 
Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, but on the seventh 
day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed.” 7% When He had finished speaking 
with him upon Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two tablets of the testimony, tablets 
of stone, written by the finger of God.” (Exodus 31:12-18 NASB) 


This was a “perpetual” covenant, as opposed to one made “for a time”, and was 
written on stone ( : 
in-stone-mean) by the very “finger of God”! All would seem to be well- until Moses 
descended from his “mountain top” experience and saw the impatience, unbelief 
and sin of God’s people! 


January 28, 2019 Exodus 32-34 


Patience- who needs patience? The people saw that Moses was gone from their 
midst, and began to wonder if the true God would appear to them. Instead of being 
patient and waiting, they decided to “take things into their own hands” and create a 
“god” to worship. Amazingly, Aaron- who should have known (and done) better- 
was complicit in the construction of an idol. And so the golden calf is made and the 
people now have a “god” to worship: When the people saw that Moses was so long 
in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, 
make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out 
of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 


2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and 
your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off 
their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and 
made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they 
said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 


5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, 
“Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next day the people rose 
early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward 
they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” (Exodus 32:1-6 
NASB) 


A detail from “Moses with the Ten Commandments” by Rembrandt, 1659. 


God is aware of this idolatry and sends Moses to the people and God vows to 
destroy them. Moses then reasons with God, reminding God that he brought these 
people out of Egypt, and that His Name would be less thought of among men - 
specifically the Egyptians- if He destroyed them. God then “relents” and decides 
not to destroy all the people! The Scripture says: “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go 
down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become 
corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what | commanded them and 
have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to 
it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you 
up out of Egypt.’ 


9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked 
people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that | 
may destroy them. Then | will make you into a great nation.” 


11 But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should 
your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great 
power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the 
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on 
your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you 


swore by your own self; ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and | will give your descendants all this land | promised them, and it will be 
their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his 
people the disaster he had threatened.” (Exodus 32:7-14 NASB) 


Does this mean that God “changes His mind”? The situation here is similar to 
Abraham’s pleading with God not to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. See 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/God-change-mind.html) 


The consequences of this defiant disobedience were real- 3000 people died at the 
hands of those who had not “worshipped”. Moses then begged God to forgive His 
people for this grievous sin against Him- after all, the first and second 
commandments deal with worship of other gods. Astonishingly, the Scripture does 
not record any punishment or “consequences” for Aaron: 19 When Moses 
approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he 
threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the 
mountain. 20 And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in the fire; 
then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink 
if, 


21 He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such 
great sin?” 


22 “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people 
are to evil. 23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this 
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to 
him.’ 24 So | told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave 
me the gold, and | threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” 


25 Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get 
out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. 26 So he stood at 
the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me.” And all 
the Levites rallied to him. 


27 Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man 
strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the 
other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’” 28 The Levites did as 
Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. 29 Then 
Moses said, “You have been set apart to the Lord today, for you were against your 
own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.” (Exodus 32:19-29 NASB) 


God’s punishment for His people was to send a plague among them: “The Lord 
replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me | will blot out of my book, 34 
Now go, lead the people to the place | spoke of, and my angel will go before you. 
However, when the time comes for me to punish, | will punish them for their sin.” 35 
And the Lord struck the people with a plague because of what they did with the calf 
Aaron had made.” (Exodus 32:33-35 NASB) 


God- the “living with us” God- then threatens the people with His absence. The 
reason given is that the people are “stiff necked” and stubborn. Apparently God’s 


people were shocked and saddened by this revelation, so they “repented” and 
sorrowfully rid themselves of the articles of gold- the “ornaments” that the 
Egyptians had given them. As the gold itself the source of their sin- surely not! The 
sin was the desire to have a “visible god” that they could worship. In worshipping 
the created and not the uncreated God they sinned against God!: “Then the Lord 
said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, 
and go up to the land | promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will 
give it to your descendants.’ 2 | will send an angel before you and drive out the 
Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land 
flowing with milk and honey. But | will not go with you, because you are a Stiff- 
necked people and | might destroy you on the way.” 


4 When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mourn and no one 
put on any ornaments. 5 For the Lord had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You 
are a Stiff-necked people. If | were to go with you even for a moment, | might 
destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and | will decide what to do with you.’” 6 
So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.” (Exodus 33:1-6 
NASB) 


Moses then pitches a “tent of meeting” and spends time there conversing with God. 
Joshua, son of Nun, spends time in the tent of meeting, often staying behind when 
Moses leaves. We will see more of this remarkable man of God and leader as the 
Exodus story continues. The Bible tells us: “Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch 
it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone 
inquiring of the Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 8 And 
whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the 
entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. 9 As Moses went 
into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while 
the Lord spoke with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing 
at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to 
their tent. 11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. 
Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not 
leave the tent.” (Exodus 33:7-11 NASB) 


God spoke to Moses “face to face, a one speaks to a friend”! This unique and close 
relationship was to be the source of blessing, guidance and leadership as Moses 
obeyed God and led the people. Moses asks God to be a Presence with him and the 
people, since without God they would fail, falter and suffer. The covenant would be 
broken if the people broke it out of frailty, lack of leadership and disobedience. 
God, who sees every need, agrees to be a Presence among the people and to guide 
them through Moses. Moses than makes an amazing request- to see the glory of 
God. Since seeing God face to face would be an overwhelming (and fatal!) 
experience, God shows Moses his glory and (only) His “back”: “Then Moses said 
to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How 
will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go 
with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on 
the face of the earth?” 17 And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you 
have asked, because | am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 18 Then 


Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 19 And the Lord said, “I will cause all my 
goodness to pass in front of you, and | will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your 
presence. | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have compassion 
on whom | will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no 
one may see me and live.” 21 Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where 
you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the 
rock and cover you with my hand until | have passed by. 23 Then | will remove my 
hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” (Exodus 32:15-23 
NASB) 


God’s ce is described beautifully in a sermon by John Piper 
( : iri ). WE see the Glory of 
God in . several places in Scripture, dramatically in the Transfiguration of Jesus 
(Matthew 17). 


The stone tablets written by God would then be replaced, and would later be part of 
the contents of the ark of the covenant. The Bible tells us: “The LORD said to 
Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and | will write on them the 
words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, 
and then come up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the 
mountain. 3 No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not 
even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain.” 


4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount 
Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the 
two stone tablets in his hands. 5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood 
there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of 
Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, 
and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to 
the third and fourth generation.” (Exodus 34:1-7 NASB) 


The nature of God is clearly revealed in this passage- among His attributes are 
compassion, grace, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, and 
maintaining love, and forgiving wickedness. Yet God is just- He punishes those who 
are guilty! 


God then established a covenant with the people, and repeats a summary of the 
Law given to His people: “Then the Lord said: “| am making a covenant with you. 
Before all your people | will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the 
world. The people you live among will see how awesome Is the work that I, the Lord, 
will do for you. 11 Obey what |! command you today. | will drive out before you the 
Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 12 Be careful not to 
make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a 
snare among you. 13 Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut 
down their Asherah poles. 14 Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose 
name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 


15 “Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; for when they 
prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and 
you will eat their sacrifices. 16 And when you choose some of their daughters as 
wives for your sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they 
will lead your sons to do the same. 


17 “Do not make any idols. 18 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For 
seven days eat bread made without yeast, as |! commanded you. Do this at the 
appointed time in the month of Aviv, for in that month you came out of Egypt. 


19 “The first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn 
males of your livestock, whether from herd or flock. 20 Redeem the firstborn donkey 
with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all your firstborn 
sons. “No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 


21 “Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even during the 
plowing season and harvest you must rest. 22 “Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with 
the firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at the turn of the 
year. 23 Three times a year all your men are to appear before the Sovereign Lord, 
the God of Israel. 24 | will drive out nations before you and enlarge your territory, 
and no one will covet your land when you go up three times each year to appear 
before the Lord your God. 25 “Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with 
anything containing yeast, and do not let any of the sacrifice from the Passover 
Festival remain until morning. 26 “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the 
house of the Lord your God. “Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.” 


27 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with 
these words | have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 28 Moses was there 
with the Lord forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. 
And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.” 
(Exodus 34:10-28 NASB) 


God clearly saw that His people would be ensnared by the pagan nations living in 
and around the Promised Land- unfortunately the people disobeyed, taking on the 
“gods” of these idol worshippers and suffered greatly because of their disobedience. 


God “shared” some of His glory with Moses- since Moses was close to God and 
spoke with Him often, Moses’ face became “radiant”- so bright that a veil was 
placed over his face: “When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his 
face. 34 But whenever he entered the Lord’s presence to speak with him, he 
removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites 
what he had been commanded, 35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses 
would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the Lord.” 
(Exodus 34:33-35 NASB). How | wish that all of us who love God would be so 
“radiant”- that we would be light (and salt)! (Matthew 5:13-16) 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/salt-and-light.html) 


https://lorirodeheaver.wordpress.com/tag/radiant-face/ 
January 29, 2019 Exodus 35-37 


The sabbath, a mirror of the seventh day of Creation, when the God of the universe 
rested, was a key part of God’s relationship with His people. They were to follow 
the pattern of six days of work and one day of rest as a perpetual reminder of the 
God who created them. Moses instructed the people: “7hen Moses assembled all 
the congregation of the sons of Israel, and said to them, “These are the things that 
the Lord has commanded you to do: 


2 “For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a holy 
day, a sabbath of complete rest to the Lord; whoever does any work on it shall be 
put to death. 3 You shall not kindle a fire in any of your dwellings on the sabbath 
day.” (Exodus 35:1-3 NASB) 


Furthermore, the very best, the most precious and costly of the possessions of the 
people, were to be offered to the Lord to construct the Tabernacle, the Tent of 
Meeting. We will see this theme throughout the descriptions of sacrifice in the Old 
Testament- that which is the “very best”- the firstfruits, the gold and silver, the 
unblemished lamb, goat or bull- that which “costs” is to be sacrificed to the Lord! 
The Bible tells us: “Moses spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, 
“This ts the thing which the Lord has commanded, saying, 5 ‘Take from among you 
a contribution to the Lord; whoever Is of a willing heart, let him bring it as the Lord’s 
contribution: gold, silver, and bronze, 6 and blue, purple and scarlet material, fine 
linen, goats’ hair, 7 and rams’ skins dyed red, and porpoise skins, and acacia wood, 
8 and oil for lighting, and spices for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense, 9 


and onyx stones and setting stones for the ephod and for the breastpiece.” (Exodus 
35:4-9 NASB) 


Not only are the materials to be costly, but the best craftsmen “workmen” are 
called into service to fashion a fitting dwelling for the Lord. (Exodus 35:10-19) The 
people’s hearts were “moved” and they freely gave of their finest for this effort: 
“Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel departed from Moses’ presence. 21 
Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved him came and 
brought the Lord’s contribution for the work of the tent of meeting and for all its 
service and for the holy garments. 22 Then all whose hearts moved them, both men 
and women, came and brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and 
bracelets, all articles of gold; so did every man who presented an offering of gold to 
the Lord. 23 Every man, who had in his possession blue and purple and scarlet 
material and fine linen and goats’ hair and rams’ skins dyed red and porpoise skins, 
brought them. 24 Everyone who could make a contribution of silver and bronze 
brought the Lord’s contribution; and every man who had in his possession acacia 
wood for any work of the service brought it.” (Exodus 35:20-24 NASB) 


Moses also asked for money to compensate the workmen- the workman is worthy of 
their wages (1 Timothy 5:18, Leviticus 19:13). A small miracle occurs, the people 
are so generous that the money accumulated is in excess of the need! Some of us 
in fundraising for our churches should research this! 


The Bible tells us: “And all the skillful men who were performing all the work of the 
sanctuary came, each from the work which he was performing, 5 and they said to 
Moses, “The people are bringing much more than enough for the construction work 
which the Lord commanded us to perform.” 6 So Moses issued a command, and a 
proclamation was circulated throughout the camp, saying, “Let no man or woman 
any longer perform work for the contributions of the sanctuary.” Thus the people 
were restrained from bringing any more. 7 For the material they had was sufficient 
and more than enough for all the work, to perform it.” (Exodus 36:4-7 NASB) 


The construction then proceeded as the craftsmen fashioned the article God had 
described to the through Moses (Exodus 36:8-38). The principle was- “God said it, 
we believe it, and we will be obedient”. Not a bad pattern for the believers 
anywhere! 


Exodus 37 is a description of the items carefully and expertly made by the 
craftsmen called to this work. Of special interest is the description of the Ark of the 
Covenant: “Now Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; its length was two and a half 
cubits, and its width one and a half cubits, and its height one and a half cubits; 2 
and he overlaid it with pure gold inside and out, and made a gold molding for it all 
around. 3 He cast four rings of gold for it on its four feet; even two rings on one side 
of it, and two rings on the other side of it. 4 He made poles of acacia wood and 
overlaid them with gold. 5 He put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, to 
carry it. 6 He made a mercy seat of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one 
and a half cubits wide. 7 He made two cherubim of gold; he made them of 
hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat; 8 one cherub at the one end 
and one cherub at the other end; he made the cherubim of one piece with the 


mercy seat at the two ends. 9 The cherubim had their wings spread upward, 
covering the mercy seat with their wings, with their faces toward each other; the 
faces of the cherubim were toward the mercy seat. (Exodus 37:1-9 NASB) 


Ark of the Covenant (https://www.thetrumpet.com/11045-finding-the-ark-of-the- 


covenant) 


The people believed that God “lived” between the angels on the “mercy seat” at 
the top of the ark. The ark contained Aaron’s rod (which budded), a container of 
manna, and the stone tablets of the Law given to Moses by God. 


Wikiledia provides some interesting details about the Ark: 


“The biblical account relates that, approximately one year after the Israelites’ 
exodus from Egypt, the Ark was created according to the pattern given to Moses by 
God when the Israelites were encamped at the foot of biblical Mount Sinai. 
Thereafter, the gold-plated acacia chest was carried by its staves while en route by 
the Levites approximately 2,000 cubits (approximately 800 meters or 2,600 feet) in 
advance of the people when on the march or before the Israelite army, the host of 
fighting men.[3] When carried, the Ark was always hidden under a large veil made 
of skins and blue cloth, always carefully concealed, even from the eyes of the 
priests and the Levites who carried it. God was said to have spoken with Moses 
"from between the two cherubim" on the Ark's cover.[4] When at rest the 
tabernacle was set up and the holy Ark was placed in it under the veil of the 
covering, the staves of it crossing the middle side bars to hold it up off the ground.” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ark_of the Covenant) 


The altar of incense is also described in detail: 25 Then he made the altar of incense 
of acacia wood: a cubit long and a cubit wide, square, and two cubits high; its horns 
were of one piece with it. 26 He overlaid it with pure gold, its top and its sides all 
around, and its horns; and he made a gold molding for it all around. 27 He made 
two golden rings for it under its molding, on its two sides—on opposite sides—as 
holders for poles with which to carry it. 28 He made the poles of acacia wood and 


overlaid them with gold. 29 And he made the holy anointing oil and the pure, 
fragrant incense of spices, the work of a perfumer. (Exodus 37:25-29 NASB) 


Wikipedia provides a description of this altar and its place in worship: “The second 
altar was the Altar of Incense (mizbach haketoros) (Exodus 30:1-10), called also the 
Golden Altar (mizbach hazahav) (39:38; Numbers 4:11), and the Inner Altar 
(mizbach hap'nimi) stood inside, in the Holy Place "before the Veil that is by the Ark 
of the Covenant." 


The altar was constructed of shittim wood (acacia wood) and covered in pure gold. 
It was an upright rectangular stand, measuring one cubit wide, one cubit deep, and 
two cubits high, with a "horn" on each corner, a border of gold around the top, and 
rings on opposite sides through which poles could be passed to carry it (Exodus 
37:25-26). The poles were made of shittim wood covered with gold. Moses 
consecrated the altar with the anointing oil when the Tabernacle was dedicated 
(Exodus 40:9). 


Incense was burned daily on this altar at the time of the morning and the evening 
sacrifices. The coals used on this altar had to be taken from the Altar of Burnt 
Offerings. The incense used had to be made according to a specific formula (Exodus 
30:34-35), and no other incense was permitted (Exodus 30:9). According to Jewish 
tradition, the incense was made by the Avtinas family, who closely guarded its 
secret. The offering of incense also had to be seasoned with salt. 


The offering of incense was the apex of the daily morning and the evening services. 
According to the Rabbis, this was the part of the temple service that was most 
beloved by God (Zohar | 130:A). The burning of the incense was symbolic of the 
prayer of the people rising up to God (Psalm 141:2; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4). The 
offering of incense had to take place after the sacrifice, because only after the 
atonement could communion with God take place. After the offering of incense, the 
Kohenim (priests) pronounced the Priestly Blessing upon the people.” 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altar (Bible)) 
January 30, 2019 Exodus 38-39 


Further specifications and directions are given as to the construction and function of 
the components of the Tent of Meeting. The detail reveals the careful attention to 
the use of the finest materials, the best craftsmen, and the most elaborate 
procedures that are to be followed. Again, God is teaching His people the necessity 
of obedience-“one act of obedience is worth a hundred sermons” as stated by 
Dietich Bonhoeffer 


by- eanneke os html) 


The Altar of Burnt Offering (Exodus 38:1-7), the Wash Basin (Exodus 38:8) and the 
Courtyard (Exodus 38:9-20) are all described. This “portable temple” was to serve 
as the center of worship for God’s people for their time wandering in the desert 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/tent-of-meeting.html). 


Tent of Meeting 


https://www.neverthirsty.org/bible-gqa/ga-archives/question/were-the-israelites- 


allowed-to-enter-the-tent-of-meeting/ 


A truly astonishing amount of gold, silver and fine cloth and other materials was 
used in the construction of this “Tabernacle”. The Scripture sums it up this way: 
“These are the amounts of the materials used for the tabernacle, the tabernacle of 
the covenant law, which were recorded at Moses’ command by the Levites under 
the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 22 (Bezalel son of Uri, the son of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made everything the Lord commanded Moses; 23 with 
him was Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan—an engraver and designer, 
and an embroiderer in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen.) 24 The total 
amount of the gold from the wave offering used for all the work on the sanctuary 
was 29 talents and 730 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel. 


25 The silver obtained from those of the community who were counted in the 
census was 100 talents and 1,775 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel— 26 
one beka per person, that is, half a shekel, according to the sanctuary shekel, from 
everyone who had crossed over to those counted, twenty years old or more, a total 
of 603,550 men. 27 The 100 talents of silver were used to cast the bases for the 
sanctuary and for the curtain—100 bases from the 100 talents, one talent for each 
base. 28 They used the 1,775 shekels to make the hooks for the posts, to overlay 
the tops of the posts, and to make their bands. 


29 The bronze from the wave offering was 70 talents and 2,400 shekels. 30 They 
used it to make the bases for the entrance to the tent of meeting, the bronze altar 
with its bronze grating and all its utensils, 31 the bases for the surrounding 


courtyard and those for its entrance and all the tent pegs for the tabernacle and 
those for the surrounding courtyard.” (Exodus 38:21-31 NASB) 


At today’s market price, a talent (33 kg) of silver would be worth about $1.25 
million (at $38/ounce= 29 grams); a talent (33 kg) of gold would be worth about 
$52 million (at $1600/ounce) Today’s (1/29/2019) spot prices for silver and gold are 
$15.80/oz for silver and $1380/oz for gold! However the caost is calculated, the 
worth of the materials used was far in excess of the amount of money commonly 
earned or used by any given individual of that day. The lesson is clear- we are to 
give God our “utmost” as memorialized by the late Oswald Chambers (utmost.org)! 


The “priestly garments” are described in Exodus 39- the ephod (Exodus 39:2-7); the 
breastpiece (Exodus 39:8-21) and the “other” garments (Exodus 39:22-31). 


Fine linen 
tunic 


Priestly Garments (https://mudpreacher.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/aaron-in- 
priestly-clothing-of-glory-and-beauty.jpg) 


Now that everything had been carefully and expertly crafted and assembled, Moses 
inspected everything to make certain that God’s directions and specifications had 
been followed exactly. Everything had been constructed according to plan: “The 
Israelites had done all the work just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 43 Moses 


inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the Lord had commanded. 
So Moses blessed them.” (Exodus 39:42-43 NASB) 


We receive (and very often miss) the blessings that God has for us when we stray 
from His guidance and will for our lives. How many times do | question God, argue 
with God, become angry or irritated with God because of His demands and 
expectations. This, | believe, is one of the great benefits of accountability. Each 
believer would greatly benefit from an accountability partner. Wesley saw the merit 
in this accountability in his organization of “holy clubs” 
(https://www.hopefaithprayer.com/john-wesley-holy-club-questions/) 


January 31, 2019 Exodus 40 


Now God gives directions as to a special day- the “first day of the first month”. The 
ark is to be veiled, only to be seen by the priest. The selection of this day is near the 
Vernal Equinox, and marks the time of about one year after the people left Egypt. 
Ellicotts’s commentary on Exodus 40:2 reads: “On the first day of the first month— 
The Israelites had quitted Egypt on the fourteenth day of the first month, Abib 
(Exodus 12:6). They had reached the wilderness of Sinai in the course of the third 
month, Sivan, and encamped in front of Sinai shortly after (Exodus 19:1-2). The two 
long absences of Moses in the Mount had occupied nearly three months, and were 
separated by an interval probably of several days. It must have been the sixth or 
seventh month before the work was commenced, and very late in the year—the 
eleventh or twelfth month—before it was accomplished. Hence, the new year was 
now approaching, and, as it was approaching, its first day was naturally chosen as 
most fit for the inauguration of the new structure.” 
(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/exodus/40-2.htm) 


The Scripture describes all the steps the priests and the people are to take on this 
first observance of worship in the completed Tent of Meeting: “Then the Lord spoke 
to Moses, saying, 2 “On the first day of the first month you shall set up the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3 You shall place the ark of the testimony there, 
and you shall screen the ark with the veil. 4 You shall bring in the table and arrange 
what belongs on it; and you shall bring in the lampstand and mount its lamps. 5 
Moreover, you Shall set the gold altar of incense before the ark of the testimony, 
and set up the veil for the doorway to the tabernacle. 6 You shall set the altar of 
burnt offering in front of the doorway of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 7 You 
shall set the laver between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it. 8 
You shall set up the court all around and hang up the veil for the gateway of the 
court. 9 Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that 
is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it shall be holy. 10 You 
shall anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar, 
and the altar shall be most holy. 11 You shall anoint the laver and its stand, and 
consecrate it. 12 Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the doorway of the tent 
of meeting and wash them with water. 13 You shall put the holy garments on Aaron 


and anoint him and consecrate him, that he may minister as a priest to Me. 14 You 
shall bring his sons and put tunics on them; 15 and you shall anoint them even as 
you have anointed their father, that they may minister as priests to Me; and their 
anointing will qualify them for a perpetual priesthood throughout their generations.” 
16 Thus Moses did; according to all that the Lord had commanded him, so he did. 


17 Now in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, the 
tabernacle was erected. 18 Moses erected the tabernacle and laid its sockets, and 
set up its boards, and inserted its bars and erected its pillars. 19 He spread the tent 
over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, just as the Lord 
had commanded Moses. 20 Then he took the testimony and put it into the ark, and 
attached the poles to the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark. 21 He 
brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up a veil for the screen, and screened 
off the ark of the testimony, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 22 Then he 
put the table in the tent of meeting on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the 
veil. 23 He set the arrangement of bread in order on it before the Lord, just as the 
Lord had commanded Moses. 24 Then he placed the lampstand in the tent of 
meeting, opposite the table, on the south side of the tabernacle. 25 He lighted the 
lamps before the Lord, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 26 Then he placed 
the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the veil; 27 and he burned fragrant 
incense on it, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 28 Then he set up the veil for 
the doorway of the tabernacle. 29 He set the altar of burnt offering before the 
doorway of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the burnt 
offering and the meal offering, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 30 He 
placed the laver between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it for 
washing. 31 From it Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their 
feet. 32 When they entered the tent of meeting, and when they approached the 
altar, they washed, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 33 He erected the 
court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the veil for the gateway 
of the court. Thus Moses finished the work.” (Exodus 40:1-33 NASB) 


Oil is used to annoint and consecrate “set aside” the Tabernacle- we will see many 
examples of anointing oil in the Scriptures 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_anointing_oil) (examples in 1 Samuel 10:1; James 
5:13-14). Aaron and his sons were garbed in the priestly garments and washed with 
water, a symbol and practice of purification (Matthew 3:11; Hebrews 10:22) and is 


part of baptism. 


The the “glory of the Lord” filled the Tabernacle, and was so bright that the 
Tabernacle could not be entered. God would use this same glory/light to lead his 
people on their long journey before their (final!) entry into to Promised Land. The 
Bible says: “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because 
the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 36 
Throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; 37 but if the cloud was not taken up, 
then they did not set out until the day when it was taken up. 38 For throughout all 


their journeys, the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and there was 
fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel. (Exodus 40:34-38 NASB) 


This was not a “one time” appearance- the “cloud” would instruct the people as to 
when they were to leave a certain place on their journey- and for night travels the 
cloud was replaced by “fire”. We see somewhat the same scene of the filling of the 
(now permanent) temple when Solomon completes his work: “Now when Solomon 
had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering 
and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the house.“ (2 Chronicles 7:1 
NASB) 


Glory of the Lord (www.cestuee.com) 


February 1, 2019 Leviticus 1-3 


Leviticus 1 is a list of requirements set forth by God for the offerings that are 
suitable and pleasing to Him. The offerings are to be those which cost the giver 
something- an animal without defect- and which are given over (dedicated) to Him. 
In some cases the animals were burned after being slaughtered, in some cases the 
meat was roasted and used as part of the daily fare of the priests. When Jesus was 
dedicated at the Temple, his parents, being relatively poor, offered a bird (a dove) 
as prescribed here: ‘But if his offering to the Lord is a burnt offering of birds, then 
he shall bring his offering from the turtledoves or from young pigeons. 15 The priest 
shall bring it to the altar, and wring off its head and offer it up in smoke on the altar; 
and its blood is to be drained out on the side of the altar. 16 He shall also take away 
its crop with its feathers and cast it beside the altar eastward, to the place of the 
ashes. 17 Then he shall tear it by its wings, but shall not sever it. And the priest 
shall offer it up in smoke on the altar on the wood which is on the fire; it is a burnt 
offering, an offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the Lord.” (Leviticus 1:14-17 
NASB) The “soothing aroma” was symbolic of the please God received from the 
sacrifices (and prayers) of His people 


Grain offerings, described in Leviticus 2, were not to include leaven - a reminder of 
the unleavened bread prepared at the beginning of the exodus from Egypt. The 
seasoning was to be salt, a valuable commodity, emphasizing the “bringing of the 
best”” principle that God prescribed: “No grain offering, which you bring to the Lord, 


shall be made with leaven, for you shall not offer up in smoke any leaven or any 
honey as an offering by fire to the Lord. 12 As an offering of first fruits you shall 
bring them to the Lord, but they shall not ascend for a soothing aroma on the altar. 
13 Every grain offering of yours, moreover, you shall season with salt, so that the 
salt of the covenant of your God shall not be lacking from your grain offering; with 
all your offerings you shall offer salt.” (Leviticus 2: 11-13 NASB) An article by 
Wikipedia illustrates the features that salt had in this culture 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salt_in_ the Bible) In Jesus’ teachings we are told to be 
“salt” (Matthew 5:13-14). 


The Peace Offering, described in Leviticus 3, includes a prohibition against eating 
“fat or blood”- the fat “belongs to the Lord” (Leviticus 3:16-17). The commentary is 
helpful here (https://biblehub.com/commentaries/leviticus/3-1.htm) The very helpful 
website “Got Questions” gives a good description of the threefold purposes of the 
peace offering: "A peace offering in the Old Testament Law is described in Leviticus 
7:11-21. It was a voluntary sacrifice given to God in three specific instances. First, a 
peace offering could be given as a freewill offering, meaning that the worshiper was 
giving the peace offering as a way to say thank you for God’s unsought generosity. 
It was basically just a way to praise God for His goodness. The second way a peace 
offering could be given was alongside a fulfilled vow. A good example of this was 
when Hannah fulfilled her vow to God by bringing Samuel to the temple; on that 
occasion she also brought a peace offering to express the peace in her heart toward 
God concerning her sacrifice—it was a way to say, “I have no resentment; | am 
holding nothing back in the payment of my vow.” The third purpose of a peace 
offering was to give thanksgiving for God’s deliverance in an hour of dire need. 
None of these three reasons to sacrifice had anything to do with propitiation, with 
appeasing God, or with pacifying Him.” (https://www.gotquestions.org/peace- 
offering.html). 


The peace offering may have been a foreshadowing of the great sacrifice Jesus was 
to make on our behalf, the ultimate Peace Offering to God, as suggested by the Got 
Questions website: “Throughout the ages, people have been tempted to think that 
sacrifices create God’s favor. This belief is evident in our modern understanding of a 
peace offering as a propitiation for wrongdoing. But only Christ’s sacrifice creates 
favor with God and covers wrongdoing, and the Old Testament sacrifices were a 


picture of that future provision.” (https://www.gotquestions.org/peace-offering.html) 
February 2, 2019 Leviticus 4-6 


The sin offering. A graded response is prescribed, depending on the person 
committing the sin and whether or not the sin was intentional or not. A priest must 
sacrifice a bull, since his sin brings guilt to the people: “‘/f the anointed priest sins, 
bringing guilt on the people, he must bring to the Lord a young bull without defect 
as a sin offering for the sin he has committed. 4 He is to present the bull at the 
entrance to the tent of meeting before the Lord. He is to lay his hand on its head 
and slaughter it there before the Lord. 5 Then the anointed priest shall take some of 
the bull’s blood and carry it into the tent of meeting. 6 He is to dip his finger into the 
blood and sprinkle some of it seven times before the Lord, in front of the curtain of 


the sanctuary. 7 The priest shall then put some of the blood on the horns of the 
altar of fragrant incense that is before the Lord in the tent of meeting. The rest of 
the bull’s blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering at the 
entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 He shall remove all the fat from the bull of the sin 
offering—all the fat that is connected to the internal organs, 9 both kidneys with the 
fat on them near the loins, and the long lobe of the liver, which he will remove with 
the kidneys— 10 just as the fat is removed from the ox sacrificed as a fellowship 
offering. Then the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the 
hide of the bull and all its flesh, as well as the head and legs, the internal organs 
and the intestines— 12 that is, all the rest of the bull—he must take outside the 
camp to a place ceremonially clean, where the ashes are thrown, and burn it there 
in a wood fire on the ash heap.” (Leviticus 4:3-12 NASB) 


If the whole community sins, even if the sin is unintentional, then a bull sacrifice is 
also required: “/f the whole Israelite community sins unintentionally and does what 
is forbidden in any of the Lord’s commands, even though the community is unaware 
of the matter, when they realize their guilt 14 and the sin they committed becomes 
known, the assembly must bring a young bull as a sin offering and present it before 
the tent of meeting.” (Leviticus 4:13-14 NASB) 


If a leader sins unintentionally, a male goat sacrifice is required (Leviticus 4: 22-26). 
If a person in the community sins unintentionally, then a female goat sacrifice is 
required (Leviticus 4: 27-31) Following this passage is a description of the sacrifice 
of a lamb (Leviticus 4: 32-35) 


Sins of omission are to be atoned for with the sacrifice of a female lamb or goat 
(Leviticus 5:1-6). If they cannot afford the lamb or goat, sacrifice of two doves or 
pigeons is prescribed- one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering 
(Leviticus 5:7-10). If they cannot afford even this offering, they are to bring a tenth 
of an ephah of the “finest wheat” (Leviticus 5:11-13) 


Leviticus 5:14-19 describes the guilt offering, for sinning unintentionally against the 
Lord’s “holy things” or unintentionally violates one of God’s command (I assume 
this is the ten commandments), then a ram sacrifice is required. 


Leviticus 6 describes the guilt offering for deception, cheating, swearing falsely, or 
extortion with a sacrifice of a ram (Leviticus 6:1-7) The sin was committed and the 
person later “realizes their guilt” and offers the sacrifice. 


Next the burnt offering (Leviticus 6:8-13), the grain offering (Leviticus 6:14-23), and 
the procedures for the priests regarding the guilt offering (Leviticus 6:24-30) are 
described. 


The commentary is helpful here, describing the sacrifices and the intricate and 
detailed specifications for them was a design “The design of all these minute 
ceremonies was to impress the minds, both of priests and people, with a sense of 
the evil nature of sin and the care they should take to prevent the least taint of its 
impurities clinging to them.” 


(https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/leviticus/ 


leviticus-6.html). The Enduring Word commentary is helpful: 


https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/leviticus-6/) 


What is difficult for most readers of these texts, looking at them as forgiven 
persons, washed by the blood of the Lamb, whose blood cleanses all sins, is the 
endless nature of the sacrifices. Since everyone sins, intentionally or 
unintentionally (or by omission), it would seem that a veritable “river” of blood was 
shed for the sins of God’s people before the coming of Jesus, the perfect sacrificial 
Lamb of God! We claim and cling to God’s promise that the sacrifice of His Son was 
“once and for all”. We see in Hebrews 10:1-10 (NASB): “For the Law, since it has 
only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can 
never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make 
perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be 
offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have 
had consciousness of sins? 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year 
by year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 
Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, 


“Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, 

But a body You have prepared for Me; 

6 In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure. 
7 “Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come 

(In the scroll of the book it is written of Me) 


To do Your will, O God.’” 


8 After saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them” (which 
are offered according to the Law), 9 then He said, “Behold, | have come to do Your 
will.” He takes away the first in order to establish the second. 10 By this will we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 


February 3, 2019 Leviticus 7-8 


The regulations and specifications continue, and a summary of these is given at the 
end of Leviticus 7: “These, then, are the regulations for the burnt offering, the grain 
offering, the sin offering, the guilt offering, the ordination offering and the fellowship 
offering, 38 which the Lord gave Moses at Mount Sinai in the Desert of Sinai on the 
day he commanded the Israelites to bring their offerings to the Lord.”(Leviticus 
7:37-38 NASB) 


A few details of this sacrificial system of offering are worthy of note: 1) eating of the 
fat or blood of a sacrificial animal was forbidden: 22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Say 
to the Israelites: ‘Do not eat any of the fat of cattle, sheep or goats. 24 The fat of an 
animal found dead or torn by wild animals may be used for any other purpose, but 
you must not eat it. 25 Anyone who eats the fat of an animal from which a food 
offering may be presented to the Lord must be cut off from their people. 26 And 
wherever you live, you must not eat the blood of any bird or animal. 27 Anyone who 
eats blood must be cut off from their people.’” (Leviticus 7:22-27 NASB); 2) part of 
certain offerings is to be provided to the Levites/priests as food- a “perpetual 
share”: “The Lord said to Moses, 29 “Say to the Israelites: ‘Anyone who brings a 
fellowship offering to the Lord Is to bring part of it as their sacrifice to the Lord. 30 
With their own hands they are to present the food offering to the Lord; they are to 
bring the fat, together with the breast, and wave the breast before the Lord as a 
wave offering. 31 The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast belongs to 
Aaron and his sons. 32 You are to give the right thigh of your fellowship offerings to 
the priest as a contribution. 33 The son of Aaron who offers the blood and the fat of 
the fellowship offering shall have the right thigh as his share. 34 From the fellowship 
offerings of the Israelites, | have taken the breast that is waved and the thigh that is 
presented and have given them to Aaron the priest and his sons as their perpetual 


share from the Israelites.’” 35 This is the portion of the food offerings presented to 
the Lord that were allotted to Aaron and his sons on the day they were presented to 
serve the Lord as priests. 36 On the day they were anointed, the Lord commanded 
that the Israelites give this to them as their perpetual share for the generations to 
come.” (Leviticus 7:28-36 NASB) 


Many scholars and commentators believe that these five offerings described in 
Leviticus 1-7 are a “type” or picture of the coming sacrifice of Jesus 
(http://biblecentre.org/content.php?mode=7&item=899) 
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As an example, Raymond Campbell describes the first offering, the burnt offering, in 
this way: “Here we have the highest aspect of the work of Christ where He is seen 
offering Himself up entirely to God to do His will even unto death. The whole 
offering, except the skin of the animal, was burnt upon the altar and all went up to 
God as a sweet savour. It pictures Christ who gave Himself as "a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet smelling savour" (Eph. 5:2). Christ is not seen here as bearing our sins, but 
as accomplishing the Father's will, glorifying Him and vindicating the holiness and 
majesty of His throne. This theme is especially prominent in John's Gospel and in 
Psalm 40.” 


Leviticus 8 describes the ordination of Aaron and his sons for the priesthood. In 
modern times, if someone has the last name “Levy”, it is almost a certainty that 
there is a connection to the tribe of the Levites! “Jewish (Ashkenazic and 
Sephardic): from the Biblical personal name Levi, from a Hebrew word meaning 
‘joining’. This was borne by a son of Jacob and Leah (Genesis 29: 34). Bearers of this 


name are Levites, members of the tribe of Levi, who form a hereditary caste who 
assist the kohanim (see Cohen) in their priestly duties. Source: Dictionary of 
American Family Names ©2013, Oxford University Press 


https://www.ancestry.com/name-origin?surname=levy 


Among the items described for performing priestly duties are the “Urim and 
Thummim” (Leviticus 8:8). (https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-urim-and- 
thummim) Most scholars believe these were used as “deciders” when an issue or 
problem was too difficult to resolve. The Urim and Thummim were then used as if 
one were to “flip a coin” to determine the correct answer or solution. We see 
references to this practice, in which God was believed to operate on the outcome of 
this test, so that the answer was not “by chance” but was God’s answer to the issue 
or problem. When Jonah is fleeing from God, and a storm breaks out and endangers 
the ship, the crew “cast lots” to determine the cause (the person) responsible 
(Jonah 1:7). Joshua used this method in assigning land to the various tribes in the 
Promised Land (Joshua 18:10) The fancy word for casting lots is cleromancy 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleromancy) described in Wikipedia as “Cleromancy is 
a form of sortition, casting of lots, in which an outcome is determined by means that 
normally would be considered random, such as the rolling of dice, but are 
sometimes believed to reveal the will of God, or other supernatural entities.” The 
disciples in the New Testament “cast lots” to guide them in the selection of 
Matthias, the disciple who was to replace Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:26). 
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Casting Lots https://earlychurchhistory.org/beliefs-2/casting-lots-in-the-bible 


Do we really believe that God acts to answer questions in this way? (See 


https://www.gotquestions.org/casting-lots.html) . The authors of an article on the 


website “Early Church History” make this statement: “But in the early, middle and 


modern periods of the Christian Church the casting of lots was and is usually 
forbidden after the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Our indwelling Wisdom is 
supposed to make up for our uncertainties.” 


Also mentioned in the priestly descriptions is the use of anointing oil, a practice 
seen through the Scriptures (Leviticus 8:10-12) “Then Moses took the anointing oil 
and anointed the tabernacle and everything in it, and so consecrated them. 11 He 
sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times, anointing the altar and all its 
utensils and the basin with its stand, to consecrate them. 12 He poured some of the 
anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him to consecrate him.” A good 
summary of the purpose and uses of anointing oil is found in Wikipedia 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy anointing oil). Anointing oil is used to 
consecrate Samuel as king is described in 1 Samuel (1 Samuel 10:1) James tells us 
that we are to anoint the sick when we pray over them for healing (James 5:13-14) 


The conclusion of Leviticus 8 described the obedience of God’s people to these 
regulations, descriptions and commands- their obedience was complete: “So Aaron 
and his sons did everything the Lord commanded through Moses.” (Leviticus 8:36 
NASB) The great theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer summarized this 
principle beautifully in the wonderful book “The Cost of Discipleship”: ““Only he who 
believes is obedient, and only he who is obedient believes.” Our obedience, then is 
directly and intimately connected with our belief- we cannot truly obey until we 
believe! 


February 4, 2019 Leviticus 9-10 


Two things are of particular note in Leviticus 9: 1) the priests, led by Aaron, 
performed the ritual of sacrifice for the burnt offering; and 2) when this was 
accomplished, the “glory of the Lord” filled the tabernacle/tent of meeting and the 
people rejoiced and “fell on their faces”. God kept his covenant bargain by 
affirming that he was the God who was “with them” and showed His presence 
clearly, and the reward for obedience was joy in the people! God was teaching the 
people the rhythm of sacrifice and obedience followed by joy and fulfilment in the 
worshiper. 


The Scripture teaches us: “He (Aaron) brought the burnt offering and offered it in 
the prescribed way. 17 He also brought the grain offering, took a handful of it and 
burned it on the altar in addition to the morning’s burnt offering. 


18 He slaughtered the ox and the ram as the fellowship offering for the people. His 
sons handed him the blood, and he splashed it against the sides of the altar. 19 But 
the fat portions of the ox and the ram—the fat tail, the layer of fat, the kidneys and 
the long lobe of the liver— 20 these they laid on the breasts, and then Aaron burned 
the fat on the altar. 21 Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh before the Lord 
as a wave offering, as Moses commanded. 


22 Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them. And having 
sacrificed the sin offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped 
down.” (Leviticus 9:16-22 NASB) 


The reward was God’s clear presence and blessing, and joy in the worshipers: 
“Moses and Aaron then went into the tent of meeting. When they came out, they 
blessed the people; and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. 24 Fire 
came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the 
fat portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and 
fell facedown.” (Leviticus 9:23-24 NASB) 


The Scriptures teach us that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), and the 
immediate and impactful result of two of Aaron’s sons making “unlawful fire” with 
their censers was immediate death. However cruel and undeserved the death of 
these two might seem to us, it is clear that God was again teaching us the true cost 
of sin! The Bible says: “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in 
them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, 
contrary to his command. 2 So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and 
consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 Moses then said to Aaron, “This is 
what the Lord spoke of when he said: 


“Among those who approach me | will be proved holy, in the sight of all the people | 
will be honored.’” 


Aaron remained silent.” (Leviticus 10:1-3 NASB) 


So God “proves Himself holy” and will be “honored”, teaching in perhaps the most 
dramatic way possible. 


Aaron “remained silent”, not grieving in an outward way, but realized that the 
punishment of God was righteous and submitted himself to this wrathful judgment 
of his very flesh and blood. 


Matthew Henry’s commentary is helpful here: “Verses 1-2 Here is, |. The great sin 
that Nadab and Abihu were guilty of: and a great sin we must call it, how little 
soever it appears in our eye, because it is evident by the punishment of it that it 
was highly provoking to the God of heaven, whose judgment, we are sure, is 
according to truth. But what was their sin? All the account here given of it is that 
they offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not (v. 1), and 
the same Num. 3:4 . It does not appear the they had any orders to burn incense at 
all at this time. It is true their consecration was completed the day before, and it 
was part of their work, as priests, to serve at the altar of incense; but, it should 
seem, the whole service of this solemn day of inauguration was to be performed by 
Aaron himself, for he slew the sacrifices ch. 9:8, ch. 9:15, ch. 9:18 ), and his sons 
were only to attend him (v. 9, v. 12, v. 18); therefore Moses and Aaron only went 
into the tabernacle, v. 23. But Nadab and Abihu were so proud of the honour they 
were newly advanced to, and so ambitious of doing the highest and most 
honourable part of their work immediately, that though the service of this day was 
extraordinary, and done by particular direction from Moses, yet without receiving 
orders, or SO much as asking leave from him, they took their censers, and they 
would enter into the tabernacle, at the door of which they thought they had 
attended long enough, and would burn incense. And then their offering strange fire 
is the same with offering strange incense, which is expressly forbidden, Ex. 30:9 . 


Moses, we may suppose, had the custody of the incense which was prepared for 
this purpose (Ex. 39:38 ), and they, doing this without his leave, had none of the 
incense which should have been offered, but common incense, so that the smoke of 
their incense came from a strange fire. God had indeed required the priests to burn 
incense, but, at this time, it was what he commanded them not; and so their crime 
was like that of Uzziah the king, 2 Chr. 26:16 . The priests were to burn incense only 
when it was their lot (Lu. 1:9 ), and, at this time, it was not theirs. 2. Presuming thus 
to burn incense of their own without order, no marvel that they made a further 
blunder, and instead of taking of the fire from the altar, which was newly kindled 
from before the Lord and which henceforward must be used in offering both 
sacrifice and incense (Rev. 8:5 ), they took common fire, probably from that with 
which the flesh of the peace-offerings was boiled, and this they made use of in 
burning incense; not being holy fire, it is called strange fire; and, though not 
expressly forbidden, it was crime enough that God commanded it not. For (as 
bishop Hall well observes here) "It is a dangerous thing, in the service of God, to 
decline from his own institutions; we have to do with a God who is wise to prescribe 
his own worship, just to require what he has prescribed, and powerful to revenge 
what he has not prescribed.’’ 3. Incense was always to be burned by only one priest 
at a time, but here they would both go in together to do it. 4. They did it rashly, and 
with precipitation. They snatched their censers, so some read it, in a light careless 
way, without due reverence and seriousness: when all the people fell upon their 
faces, before the glory of the Lord, they thought the dignity of their office was such 
as to exempt them from such abasements. The familiarity they were admitted to 
bred a contempt of the divine Majesty; and now that they were priests they thought 
they might do what they pleased. 5. There is reason to suspect that they were 
drunk when they did it, because of the law which was given upon this occasion, v. 8. 
They had been feasting upon the peace-offerings, and the drink-offerings that 
attended them, and so their heads were light, or, at least, their hearts were merry 
with wine; they drank and forgot the law (Prov. 31:5 ) and were guilty of this fatal 
miscarriage. 6. No doubt it was done presumptuously; for, if it had been done 
through ignorance, they would have been allowed the benefit of the law lately 
made, even for the priests, that they should bring a sin-offering, ch. 4:2, ch. 4:3 . 
But the soul that doth aught presumptuously, and in contempt of God’s majesty, 
authority, and justice, that soul shall be cut of, Num. 15:30 .II. The dreadful 
punishment of this sin: There went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, v. 2. 
This fire which consumed the sacrifices came the same way with that which had 
consumed the sacrifices ch. 9:24 ), which showed what justice would have done to 
all the guilty people if infinite mercy had not found and accepted a ransom; and, if 
that fire struck such an awe upon the people, much more would this.1. Observe the 
severity of their punishment. (1.) They died. Might it not have sufficed if they had 
been only struck with a leprosy, as Uzziah, or struck dumb, as Zechariah, and both 
by the altar of incense? No; they were both struck dead. The wages of this sin was 
death. (2.) They died suddenly, in the very act of their sin, and had not time so 
much as to cry, "Lord, have mercy upon us!’’ Though God is long-suffering to us- 
ward, yet sometimes he makes quick work with sinners; sentence is executed 
speedily: presumptuous sinners bring upon themselves a swift destruction, and are 
justly denied even space to repent. (3.) They died before the Lord; that is, before 


the veil that covered the mercy-seat; for even mercy itself will not suffer its own 
glory to be affronted. Those that sinned before the Lord died before him. Damned 
sinners are said to be tormented in the presence of the Lamb, intimating that he 
does not interpose on their behalf, Rev. 14:10 . (4.) They died by fire, as by fire they 
sinned. They slighted the fire that came from before the Lord to consume the 
sacrifices, and thought other fire would do every jot as well; and now God justly 
made them feel the power of that fire which they did not reverence. Thus those that 
hate to be refined by the fire of divine grace will undoubtedly be ruined by the fire 
of divine wrath. The fire did not burn them to ashes, as it had done the sacrifices, 
nor so much as singe their coats (v. 5), but, like lightning, struck them dead in an 
instant; by these different effects of the same fire God would show that it was no 
common fire, but kindled by the breath of the Almighty, Isa. 30:23 . (5.) It is twice 
taken notice of in scripture that they died childless, Num. 3:4, and 1 Chr. 24:2 . By 
their presumption they had reproached God’s name, and God justly blotted out their 
names, and laid that honour in the dust which they were proud of.2. But why did the 
Lord deal thus severely with them? Were they not the sons of Aaron, the saint of the 
Lord, nephews to Moses, the great favourite of heaven? Was not the holy anointing 
oil sprinkled upon them, as men whom God had set apart for himself? Had they not 
diligently attended during the seven days of their consecration, and kept the charge 
of the Lord, and might not that atone for this rashness?” 
(https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/ 
leviticus/10.html) 


After a sin offering is made (presumably for the sin of the two erring sons), Moses 
questions the offering procedure until he realizes why it was made: “When Moses 
inquired about the goat of the sin offering and found that it had been burned up, he 
was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s remaining sons, and asked, 17 “Why 
didn’t you eat the sin offering in the sanctuary area? It is most holy; it was given to 
you to take away the guilt of the community by making atonement for them before 
the Lord. 18 Since its blood was not taken into the Holy Place, you should have 
eaten the goat in the sanctuary area, as | commanded.” 


19 Aaron replied to Moses, “Today they sacrificed their sin offering and their burnt 
offering before the Lord, but such things as this have happened to me. Would the 
Lord have been pleased if | had eaten the sin offering today?” 20 When Moses 
heard this, he was satisfied.” (Leviticus 10:16-20 NASB) 


Again, the commentary on these dramatic events is helpful 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/leviticus-10/) 
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Death of Nadab and Abihu, the Bible, Leviticus X, verse 1,2: 'And Nadab and Abihu, the sons 
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The commentary also answers a question of mine about Aaron not facing 
consequences for his leadership in the creation of the Golden calf. The 
commentator suggests that the loss of Aaron’s two sons was the logical result of 
Aaron’ sins in that event (see 
https://www.chabad.org/kabbalah/article_cdo/aid/1490181/jewish/Why-did-the-Two- 
Oldest-Sons-of-Aaron-Die.htm). 


February 5, 2019 Leviticus 11-13 


Dietary laws are described in great detail in Leviticus 11. What was the purpose of 
these? Did God deliberately prevent His people from enjoying pork barbecue or a 
ham sandwich? The Church of God explores some of the issues regarding this topic 
(https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/biblical-laws/clean-and-unclean-animals/), 
including questions about the New Testament, especially Peter’s vision of a “sheet” 
descending from heaven, and God’s command to “kill and eat” (Acts 10:9-16). In 
Leviticus we read: “The Lord spoke again to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them, 2 
“Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘These are the creatures which you may eat 
from all the animals that are on the earth. 3 Whatever divides a hoof, thus making 
split hoofs, and chews the cud, among the animals, that you may eat. 4 
Nevertheless, you are not to eat of these, among those which chew the cud, or 
among those which divide the hoof: the camel, for though it chews cud, it does not 


divide the hoof, it is unclean to you. 5 Likewise, the shaphan, for though it chews 
cud, it does not divide the hoof, it is unclean to you; 6 the rabbit also, for though it 
chews cud, it does not divide the hoof, it is unclean to you; 7 and the pig, for though 
it divides the hoof, thus making a split hoof, it does not chew cud, it is unclean to 
you. 8 You shall not eat of their flesh nor touch their carcasses; they are unclean to 
you.” (Leviticus 1:1-8 NASB) 


Careful examination of these rules and restrictions reveals that the “unclean 
animals” are scavengers (like a lobster , catfish, or buzzard) or have meat that 
frequently carries diseases (such as pork with trichinosis) or would spoil easily and 
not be amenable to the meat preservation methods available at that time. God 
seems to be teaching His people that they are to stay healthy by following His rules! 


The summary of Leviticus 10 reads: ’This is the law regarding the animal and the 
bird, and every living thing that moves in the waters and everything that swarms on 
the earth, 47 to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean, and 
between the edible creature and the creature which is not to be eaten.” Leviticus 
11:46-47 NASB) 


Leviticus 12 prescribes the “Laws of Motherhood” this way: Then the Lord spoke to 
Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying: ‘When a woman gives birth 
and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean for seven days, as in the days of 
her menstruation she shall be unclean. 3 On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin 
shall be circumcised. 4 Then she shall remain in the blood of her purification for 
thirty-three days; she shall not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the 
sanctuary until the days of her purification are completed. 5 But if she bears a 
female child, then she shall be unclean for two weeks, as in her menstruation; and 
she shall remain in the blood of her purification for sixty-six days. 


6 ‘When the days of her purification are completed, for a son or for a daughter, she 
shall bring to the priest at the doorway of the tent of meeting a one year old lamb 
for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering. 7 Then he 
shall offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her, and she shall be cleansed 
from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child, whether a male 
or a female. 8 But if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or 
two young pigeons, the one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering; and 
the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be clean.’” (Leviticus 12 

NASB) 


The modern reader may immediately object to the notion that a woman is “clean” 
sooner (eight days versus 14 days) with the birth of a son than a daughter, or that 
the woman is somehow “unclean” when she gives birth. Jesus’ attitude (and that of 
his earthly parents) was typically to “follow the law”. He states clearly (Matthew 
5:17-18): “Do not think that | came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | did not 
come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly | say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished.” 


On the several occasions that Jesus would heal a leper, He would instruct the healed 
person to present himself to a priest, so that the Law regarding cleansing could be 
followed (Matthew 8:4). Jesus’ earthly parents followed the prescriptions in 
Leviticus 12 and presented Jesus to the priest at the Temple, and were only able to 
afford a pigeon to offer for atonement (Luke 2:21-40). He was circumcised after the 
eighth day according to this Law. 


Presentation of Christ at the Temple by Hans Holbein the Elder, 1500-01 
(Kunsthalle, Hamburg) 


Leviticus 13 describes the procedures to avoid infection by skin diseases, as well as 
the prescribed treatment for these diseases. These were the laws and procedures 
Jesus was referring to when He cleansed and healed the lepers. We read: “This is 
the law for the mark of leprosy in a garment of wool or linen, whether in the warp or 
in the woof, or in any article of leather, for pronouncing it clean or unclean.” 
(Leviticus 13: 59). Did God somehow not have compassion on these miserable 
infected persons? We see that they are to be “apart” from the people, and warn 
anyone who approaches “too close”: “As for the leper who has the infection, his 
clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, and he shall cover 
his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 He shall remain unclean all the days 
during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling 
shall be outside the camp.” Leviticus 13:45-46 NASB) 


Leprosy is clearly an infectious disease, and the separation of infected persons- a 
“quarantine” would be one way of preventing widespread infection. The CDC has 
released a description of the infection risk of leprosy, now called Hansen’s Disease 
(https://www.cdc.gov/leprosy/index.html) It is a bacterial disease, and can be 
spread with “extensive contact” with an infected person. Thus the separation and 
quarantine prescribed in Scripture. The people did not have available the current 
treatment (multidrug therapy), so this is perhaps another way of God setting limits 


to protect His people (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy). 


Jesus, who may have understood the limited spread of this dreaded infection, 
showed both His courage and knowledge of this disease in touching a leper to heal 
them (Matthew 8:3; Mark 1:40-41). The God of the universe showed both His power 
and knowledge in these events! 


February 6, 2019 Leviticus 14-15 


Leviticus 14 is a summary of the “law of leprosy”: “This is the law for any mark of 
leprosy—even for a scale, 55 and for the leprous garment or house, 56 and for a 
swelling, and for a scab, and for a bright spot— 57 to teach [ajJwhen they are 
unclean and [ak]when they are clean. This is the law of leprosy.” (Leviticus 14:54-57 
NASB) The commentary is helpful in navigating the minute detail and ritual that 


was to be followed (https://biblehub.com/commentaries/pulpit/leviticus/14.htm) 


This online reference explores the spiritual aspects of leprosy specifically, and 
diseases in general in the overarching theme of God’s relationship to the earth and 
its people: “Although we can’t know all the reasons that God allows disease into our 
lives, biblical leprosy is a powerful symbol reminding us of sin’s spread and its 
horrible consequences. Like leprosy, sin starts out small but can then spread, 
leading to other sins and causing great damage to our relationship with God and 
others. 


Studying leprosy helps us see why pain is a valuable “gift,” a survival mechanism to 
warn us of danger in this cursed world. Without pain and suffering, we might be like 
lepers, unable to recognize that something is terribly wrong and that we need the 
healing touch of God. As Dr. Brand said, “I cannot think of a greater gift that | could 
give my leprosy patients than pain.” 


Let us not be too quick to remove pain in our lives (whether physical, emotional, 
social, or spiritual pain). It may be God’s megaphone to get our attention that 
something is seriously wrong and that we should flee to the One who created us.’ 
(https://answersingenesis.org/biology/disease/biblical-leprosy-shedding-light-on-the- 
disease-that-shuns/) 


Similar to Leviticus 14, Leviticus 15 describes in detail the rules and cleansing 
activities related to “discharges”: “Thus you shall keep the sons of Israel separated 
from their uncleanness, so that they will not die in their uncleanness by their 
defiling My tabernacle that is among them.” 32 This is the law for the one with a 
discharge, and for the man who has a seminal emission so that he is unclean by it, 
33 and for the woman who is ill because of menstrual impurity, and for the one who 


has a discharge, whether a male or a female, or a man who lies with an unclean 
woman.” (Leviticus 15:31-33 NASB) 


The various commentaries are helpful here as well 


(https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/leviticus/ 
leviticus-15.html) and (https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew- 
henry-complete/leviticus/15.html) 


February 7, 2019 Leviticus 16-18 


In Leviticus 10 we read of the “strange fire” offered by Aaron’s sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, and the consequent death of these two by a consuming fire (Leviticus 10:1). 
Now God speaks to Aaron, and prescribes to him the process by which he, Aaron, is 
to be cleansed from the sin of his sons and restored to his priestly status. The ritual 
specified includes sacrificing two goats, one (chosen by casting lots) to be sacrificed 
and the other to be a sin bearing “scapegoat”. We read: “The Lord said to Moses: 


“Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the holy place 
inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, or he will die; for | will 
appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3 Aaron shall enter the holy place with 
this: with a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put on 
the holy linen tunic, and the linen undergarments shall be next to his body, and he 
shall be girded with the linen sash and attired with the linen turban (these are holy 
garments). Then he shall bathe his body in water and put them on. 5 He shall take 
from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin offering and one 
ram for a burnt offering. 6 Then Aaron shall offer the bull for the sin offering which is 
for himself, that he may make atonement for himself and for his household. 7 He 
shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. 8 Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one /ot for the Lord and 
the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 Then Aaron shall offer the goat on which the lot 
for the Lord fell, and make it a sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the /ot for the 
scapegoat fell shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, 
to send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat.” (Leviticus 16-2-10 NASB) 


This atonement is specified for Aaron, but applied generally to God’s people: 
(Leviticus 16 builds upon the preceding chapters by outlining the sacrifices of the 
great Day of Atonement. This instruction is directed primarily toward Aaron and the 
priests (vv. 1-25), but not exclusively so, for the people have a role to play as well 
(cf. vv. 26-31). No other sacrifice in Leviticus more clearly anticipates the future, 
greater, atonement of Israel’s Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. And no other sacrifice 
provides a better backdrop against which to see the vast superiority of our Lord’s 
atonement over that of Aaron. Let us learn well from this chapter.” 


(https://bible.org/seriespage/10-day-atonement-leviticus-16) 


The Lord then establishes a permanent observance in the fall of each year as a Day 
of Atonement (Yom Kippur). The Bible says: “This shall be a permanent statute for 
you: in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall humble your 


souls and not do any work, whether the native, or the alien who sojourns among 
you; 30 for it is on this day that atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you; 
you will be clean from all your sins before the Lord. 31 It is to be a sabbath of 
solemn rest for you, that you may humble your souls; it is a permanent statute. 32 
So the priest who is anointed and ordained to serve as priest in his father’s place 
shall make atonement: he shall thus put on the linen garments, the holy garments, 
33 and make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for 
the tent of meeting and for the altar. He shall also make atonement for the priests 
and for all the people of the assembly. 34 Now you shall have this as a permanent 
statute, to make atonement for the sons of Israel for all their sins once every year.” 
And just as the Lord had commanded Moses, so he did.” (Leviticus 16:29-34 NASB) 


In Leviticus 17 we see a foundational principle about atonement and forgiveness: 
“And any man from the house of Israel, or from the aliens who sojourn among 
them, who eats any blood, | will set My face against that person who eats blood and 
will cut him off from among his people. 11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, 
and | have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the 
blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.’” (Leviticus 17:10-11 NASB) 


Without the shedding of blood there is no atonement. This theme resonates 
throughout Scripture. We see it again in the Book of Hebrews (Hebrews 9:22). 
Several references are helpful: “One of the cornerstones of Christian theology is 
that the only way to achieve atonement for sins is through the offering of a sacrifice 
whose blood is shed in our place. The Greek Testament makes this very clear in 
Hebrews 9:22 “...without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Is this idea 
consistent with the teachings of the Tanach, or do the Jewish and Christian bibles 
diverge on this issue? Christians generally insist that the absolute need for a 
vicarious blood sacrifice is rooted in the Torah, and cite as proof Leviticus 17:11 
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes an atonement for 


the soul.” (https://jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/articles/leviticus-1711/) 


| WITHOUT 
MHESHEDDING 


THERE 


IS NO 


FORGIVENESS 
OF SINS 


HEBREWS 9:22 


Blood- which was smeared on the lintels of the doorway of God’s people to avoid 

the angel of death- is described as the “life” of the creature: “For as for the life of all 
flesh, its blood is identified with its life. Therefore | said to the sons of Israel, ‘You 
are not to eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood; whoever eats 
it shall be cut off.’ 15 When any person eats an animal which dies or is torn by 
beasts, whether he is a native or an alien, he shall wash his clothes and bathe in 
water, and remain unclean until evening; then he will become clean. 16 But if he 
does not wash them or bathe his body, then he shall bear his guilt.”(Leviticus 17:14- 
16 NASB) 


Several authors, including the source just cited, expand and clarify this concept of 
forgiveness and suggest that it is the prayers and sincere repentance of God’s 
people (and individuals) that is required for atonement and forgiveness. See: 
(https://redeeminggod.com/hebrews-9-22-shedding-of-blood-forgiveness-of-sins/) 


Leviticus 17 concludes with a discussion of “blood guiltiness” (Leviticus 17:4): “For 
as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified with its life. Therefore | said to the 
sons of Israel, ‘You are not to eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its 
blood; whoever eats it shall be cut off.’ 15 When any person eats an animal which 
dies or is torn by beasts, whether he is a native or an alien, he shall wash his 
clothes and bathe in water, and remain unclean until evening; then he will become 
clean. 16 But if he does not wash them or bathe his body, then he shall bear his 
guilt.” Leviticus 17:14-16 NASB) 


The enduring relevance of the Scripture (and its authority) can be seen in many 
places today, and one of the most striking is the called Special Session of the 


General Conference of the United Methodist Church to take place in February 2109.( 
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session). 


The very core of this conference is the (very often heated) debate as to the 
foundational authority of the church. The “headline issue” is a debate about human 
sexuality, but the real issue is authority. One of the key questions that each 
individual and body of believers must answer is “What is your authority?” The 
prohibitions in Leviticus 18 against “sex among men” are at the center of the 
debate (Leviticus 18:22) “You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is 
an abomination.” The debate is expanded to include all types of homosexual 
relations, among women as well as men, and the key items of debate swirl around 
ordination of homosexuals and performance of same sex marriage. The traditional 
United Methodist position has been that these practices are forbidden and 
punishable offenses under the Discipline. The Discipline states: 


4] 304.3: The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. 
Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as 
candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist 
Church. View full statement. 


| 341.6: Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by 
our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches. 


An enormous amount of time and energy has been expended in either attacking 
(and suggesting modifications to) or defending this traditional principle of the 
United Methodist Church. The key question seems to be, are we giving Scripture 
the authority (2 Timothy 3:16-17) or not? 


God states that persons who engage in the practices prohibited in Leviticus 18 will 
be “cut off” from the people: “For whoever does any of these abominations, those 
persons who do so shall be cut off from among their people. 30 Thus you are to 
keep My charge, that you do not practice any of the abominable customs which 
have been practiced before you, so as not to defile yourselves with them; | am the 
Lord your God.’” (Leviticus 18:29-30 NASB) The prescription of a trial and 
consequent penalties in the United Methodist Church seems to be consistent with 
this direction from God: 


q 2702. 

1. A bishop, clergy member of an annual conference ({/ 370), local pastor,® clergy on 
honorable or administrative location, or diaconal minister may be tried when charged 
(subject to the statute of limitations in (| 2702.4)?° with one or more of the following 
offenses: immorality including but not limited to, not being celibate in singleness or not 
faithful in a heterosexual marriage;"! practices declared by The United Methodist 
Church to be incompatible with Christian teachings,” including but not limited to: being 
a self-avowed practicing homosexual; or conducting ceremonies which celebrate 
homosexual unions; or performing same-sex wedding ceremonies; crime; 
disobedience to the order and discipline of The United Methodist Church; dissemination 
of doctrines contrary to the established standards of doctrine of The United Methodist 
Church; relationships and/or behavior that undermines the ministry of another pastor; 
child abuse; sexual abuse;** sexual misconduct including the use or possession of 


pornography, harassment, including, but not limited to racial and/or sexual 
harassment; racial or gender discrimination; or fiscal malfeasance. 

2. A bishop, clergy member of an annual conference, or diaconal minister may be 
brought to trial when the appropriate body recommends involuntary termination.’ 

3. A professing member of a local church may be charged with the following offenses, 
and, if so, may choose atrial: immorality; crime; disobedience to the order and 
discipline of The United Methodist Church; dissemination of doctrines contrary to the 
established standards of doctrine of The United Methodist Church; sexual 

abuse; sexual misconduct; child abuse; harassment, including, but not limited to 
racial and/or sexual harassment; racial or gender discrimination; relationships and/or 
behaviors that undermine the ministry of persons serving within an appointment; or 
fiscal malfeasance. 


We shall soon see what the results of this Special Session are. My hope and fervent 
prayer is that the Holy Spirit will guide our church to retain the traditional Biblical 
position and agree on the final and governing authority of the Scriptures! 


February 8, 2019 Leviticus 19-21 


Leviticus 19 begins with a summarizing statement about holiness- being set aside, 
dedicated to the Lord. God is different from us- He is the ultimate source and 
example of holiness, and we are to reflect this holiness a image bearers of God. 
The Scripture reads: “The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the entire assembly of 
Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” (Leviticus 
19:1-2 NASB). 


Following this summarizing statement of principle, specific items are listed. Several 
key rules are: 


1) Leviticus 19:4 - “Do not turn to idols or make metal gods for yourselves. | am the 
Lord your God.” A summary of the first commandment. This law was applied to 
coins later | history- a temple coin could not have the image of a person- such as 
Caesar- so the money must be “changed”’; 


2) Leviticus 19:14-“Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind, but fear your God. | am the Lord.” Compassion is the basis of all the laws and 
rules! 


3) Leviticus 19:26- “‘Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it. “‘Do not practice 
divination or seek omens.” A summary of the sacrificial regulations. Saul was to run 
afoul of the practice of divination as he sought out the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 
28:3-25) We see this prohibition also in Leviticus 19:31, where seeking out a diviner 
or spiritualist is forbidden: “Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you 
will be defiled by them. | am the Lord your God.” | can remember telling someone 
not to use a Ouja board, out of concern for their seeking the “dark side”! 


4) Leviticus 19:28- “‘Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on 
yourselves. | am the Lord.” - The body modification crowd and the thousands of 
(mostly) young people who eagerly have themselves tattooed should read this! 


5) Leviticus 19:25- ‘When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not 
mistreat them. 34 The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your 
native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. | am the Lord 
your God.” We are to have compassion on foreigners and treat them well! 


Various punishments and consequences for disobedience are specified in Leviticus 
20. Among the punishments described is that a person will be “cut off” from the 
people. This rather puzzling phrase is explored by scholars 
(https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/1946/what-does-the-old- 


testament-phrase-cut-off-from-their-people-mean) and the consensus seems to be 
that the person is “exiled in place”. It is not clear whether this only applies to the 


individual of their families as well. 


The horrifying practice of child sacrifice- a practice that is purely pagan in origin- is 
described in Leviticus 20:1-5 “ The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any 
Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek 
is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone him. 3 | myself 
will set my face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing 
his children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. 4 If 
the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of his 
children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, 5 | myself will set my face 
against him and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all 
who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek.” 


Molek, Molech and Moloch are the various English renditions of a Cannanite god 
associated with child sacrifice. 


18th-century depiction of the Moloch idol (Der Gotze Moloch mit 7 Raumen oder 
Capellen. "The idol Moloch with seven chambers or chapels"), from Johann Lund's 
Die Alten Judischen Heiligthumer (1711, 1738). 


The penalty for practicing this despicable practice was death! The question often 
arises as to why God would order Abraham to sacrifice his child Isaac (Genesis 22:1- 
12) The scholars have provide some reasonably satisfactory answers 


(https://www.rationalchristianity.net/abe_isaac.html) 


The white hot controversy about homosexual relations is brought into focus with the 
prohibition in Leviticus 20:13- “/f a man has sexual relations with a man as one does 
with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to 
death; their blood will be on their own heads.” 


The rejection of spiritism or mediums is described in Leviticus 20:27- “A man or 
woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. You are to 
stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.’” 


The rules, regulations and practices of those in the priesthood are described in 
detail in Leviticus 21. The requirements for a priest are somewhat similar to those 
described later in Scripture for an elder or deacon (see: 
https://www.gotquestions.org/qualifications-elders-deacons.html ). The priest, 
according to Leviticus 21:1-4, should not make himself ceremonially “unclean ”: 
“The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them: 
‘A priest must not make himself ceremonially unclean for any of his people who die, 
2 except for a close relative, such as his mother or father, his son or daughter, his 
brother, 3 or an unmarried sister who is dependent on him since she has no 
husband—for her he may make himself unclean. 4 He must not make himself 
unclean for people related to him by marriage, and so defile himself.” 


The priest must be sexually pure, and must marry a woman of purity: ““The woman 
he marries must be a virgin. 14 He must not marry a widow, a divorced woman, ora 
woman defiled by prostitution, but only a virgin from his own people, 15 so that he 
will not defile his offspring among his people. | am the Lord, who makes him holy.’” 
(Leviticus 21:13-15) 


God curiously prohibits those with a “defect” from “coming near” or “offering” food 
to God: “The Lord said to Moses, 17 “Say to Aaron: ‘For the generations to come 
none of your descendants who has a defect may come near to offer the food of his 
God. 18 No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, 
disfigured or deformed; 19 no man with a crippled foot or hand, 20 or who is a 
hunchback or a dwarf, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or running 
sores or damaged testicles. 21 No descendant of Aaron the priest who has any 
defect is to come near to present the food offerings to the Lord. He has a defect; he 
must not come near to offer the food of his God. 22 He may eat the most holy food 
of his God, as well as the holy food; 23 yet because of his defect, he must not go 
near the curtain or approach the altar, and so desecrate my sanctuary. | am the 
Lord, who makes them holy.’ (Leviticus 21:16-23 NASB) This prohibition is explored 


in sitll in “Understanding Disability in Leviticus 21” 


This very helpful article summarizes the various rabbinic scholars by saying: “This 
reading of Leviticus 21 is consistent with the “Holiness code” of Leviticus 19, whose 
message is to see each other as whole sacred human beings. It is consistent with 
the notion that people with disabilities are not viewed by the Torah as broken or 
imperfect creatures, but rather as beings charged with living their lives with 
holiness. May our communities be accessible and inclusive of all people, with and 
without disabilities; and welcoming of all religious seekers searching for the 
meaning in Torah. 


February 9, 2019 Leviticus 22-23 


God clearly understands human nature- after all, He made us in His image! He 
instructs the priests as to the acceptable means of handling the offerings and 
sacrifices of the people, knowing that we may be tempted to give less than our 
best, or give that which costs us little or nothing. God is teaching us that only our 
best is acceptable: “7he Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to treat with 
respect the sacred offerings the Israelites consecrate to me, so they will not profane 
my holy name. | am the Lord.” (Leviticus 22:1-2 NIV) 


Since Go snows how much we need direction as to specifics, He instructs Moses 
about the conduct of the priests: “‘The priests are to perform my service in such a 
way that they do not become guilty and die for treating it with contempt. | am the 
Lord, who makes them holy.” (Leviticus 22:9 NIV) 


Specified parts of the offerings themselves can be eaten, mostly by the priests and 
selected others, but not by “laymen”. This prescription (Leviticus 22:15) was a 
source of controversy later in the ministry of Jesus, when Jesus referred to David 
eating the “showbread” (1 Samuel 21:6) when the teachers of the Law objected to 
Jesus’ disciples gathering grain and eating it on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28 ESV): 


“One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his 
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. And the Pharisees were saying to him, 
“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” And he said to them, 
“Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and 
those who were with him: how he entered the house of God, in the time of Abiathar 
the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but 
the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?” And he said to 
them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man 
Is lord even of the Sabbath.” 


Jesus is teaching that the Sabbat- and its observances- are a gift- not an endless 
series of rules and “hoops to jump through”. Gog gave us the Sabbath out of His 
love for us! 


The offering itself should be without defect (Leviticus 22:17-25 NASB) “Then 
the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, # “Speak to Aaron and to his sons and to all the 
sons of Israel and say to them, ‘Any man of the house of Israel or of the aliens in 


Israel who presents his offering, whether it is any of their “votive or any of their 
freewill offerings, which they present to the Loro for a burnt offering— 7° for you to 
be accepted—it must be a male without defect from the cattle, the sheep, or the 
goats. 7? Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it will not be accepted for 
you. 7? When a man offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LorD to “fulfill a 
special vow or for a freewill offering, of the herd or of the flock, it must be perfect to 
be accepted; there shall be no defect in it. 7? Those that are blind or fractured or 
maimed or having a running sore or eczema or scabs, you shall not offer to 

the LorbD, nor make of them an offering by fire on the altar to the Lorb. 73!n respect 
to an ox or a lamb which has an “overgrown or stunted member, you may present it 
for a freewill offering, but for a vow it will not be accepted. Also anything with its 
testicles bruised or crushed or torn or cut, you shall not offer to the LORD, 

or “sacrifice in your land, 7? nor shall you accept any such from the hand of a 
foreigner for offering as the “food of your God; for their corruption is in them, they 
have a defect, they shall not be accepted for you.’ 


God summarizes His regulations and specifications for sacrifices at the end of this 
chapter (Leviticus 22: 32-33 NASB): “You shall not profane My holy name, but! will 
be sanctified among the sons of Israel; | am the Lord who sanctifies you, 33 who 
brought you out from the land of Egypt, to be your God; | am the Lord.” 


Leviticus 23 is a set of regulations as to the times the special days of offering and 
rest- the “special sabbaths” are to be offered and celebrated. One interesting rule 
came to be part of a beautiful story later- the harvest is not to be gathered from the 
whole field- the “edges” are to be left unharvested so the poor can “glean” from 
them. The story of Ruth shows clearly how this kindness to the poor was a key to 
Ruth’s survival (Leviticus 23:22 NASB): ‘When you reap the harvest of your land, 
moreover, you shall not reap to the very corners of your field nor gather the 
gleaning of your harvest; you are to leave them for the needy and the alien. |!am 
the Lord your God.’” 


Ruth Meets Boaz While Gleaning in the Fields 


Right Rev. Richard Gilmour, D.D. Bible History: Containing the Most Remarkable Events of 
the Old and New Testaments, with a Compendium of Church History (New York, NEW YORK 
(NY): Benziger Brothers, 1904) 66 


The Festival of Booths is described in Leviticus 23: “On exactly the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month, when you have gathered in the crops of the land, you shall 
celebrate the feast of the Lord for seven days, with a rest on the first day and a rest 
on the eighth day. 40 Now on the first day you shall take for yourselves the foliage 
of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the 
brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days. 41 You shall 
thus celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It shall be a 
perpetual statute throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh 
month. 42 You shall live in booths for seven days, all the native-born in Israel shall 
live in booths, 43 so that your generations may know that | had the sons of Israel 
live in booths when | brought them out from the land of Egypt. | am the Lord your 
God.’” 44 So Moses declared to the sons of Israel the appointed times of the Lord.” 
(Leviticus 23:39-44 NASB) 


The Hebrew word for this festival is “Sukkot” meaning “Festival of Tabernacles”. It 
was a reminder to the people of God’s deliverance from the Egyptians and their 
total dependence on God for their lives and blessings. See 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukkot) 
February 10, 2019 Leviticus 24-25 


Leviticus 24 first describes the requirements and specifications for the “showbread” 
and the oil to be placed near the altar. Again, the principle is that only the finest be 
used to prepare for a sacrifice to the Lord: “The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Command 
the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps 
may be kept burning continually. 3 Outside the curtain that shields the ark of the 
covenant law in the tent of meeting, Aaron is to tend the lamps before the Lord 
from evening till morning, continually. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the 
generations to come. 4 The lamps on the pure gold lampstand before the Lord must 
be tended continually. 


5 “Take the finest flour and bake twelve loaves of bread, using two-tenths of an 
ephah for each loaf. 6 Arrange them in two stacks, six in each stack, on the table of 
pure gold before the Lord. 7 By each stack put some pure incense as a memorial 
portion to represent the bread and to be a food offering presented to the Lord. 8 
This bread is to be set out before the Lord regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, on 
behalf of the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. 9 It belongs to Aaron and his sons, 
who are to eat it in the sanctuary area, because it is a most holy part of their 
perpetual share of the food offerings presented to the Lord.” (Leviticus 24:1-9 NIV) 


God repeatedly commanded that His Name be taken seriously, that he is holy and 
should be approached with awe, reverence and respect. This is, of course, a 
consequence of the first commandment, in which God sets the state for the rest of 
the commandments by insisting the He be the only object of worship. The 


uncreated is to be worshipped, and nothing else. A blasohemer, who blasphemed 
the Name “with a curse” was brought before the people, who asked God to give 
them guidance and wisdom as to this offense and its rightful punishment. The 
result was that not only was the blasphemer punished by death by stoning, but the 
general prohibition against murder was further explained by God Himself: “Now the 
son of an Israelite mother and an Egyptian father went out among the Israelites, 
and a fight broke out in the camp between him and an Israelite. 11 The son of the 
Israelite woman blasphemed the Name with a curse; so they brought him to Moses. 
(His mother’s name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri the Danite.) 12 They put 
him in custody until the will of the Lord should be made clear to them. 13 Then the 
Lord said to Moses: 14 “Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who heard 
him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him. 15 
Say to the Israelites: ‘Anyone who curses their God will be held responsible; 16 
anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord is to be put to death. The entire 
assembly must stone them. Whether foreigner or native-born, when they 
blaspheme the Name they are to be put to death. 17 “Anyone who takes the life of 
a human being ts to be put to death. 18 Anyone who takes the life of someone’s 
animal must make restitution—life for life. 19 Anyone who injures their neighbor is 
to be injured in the same manner: 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth. The one who has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury. 21 Whoever 
kills an animal must make restitution, but whoever kills a human being ts to be put 
to death. 22 You are to have the same /aw for the foreigner and the native-born. | 
am the Lord your God.’” 23 Then Moses spoke to the Israelites, and they took the 
blasphemer outside the camp and stoned him. The Israelites did as the Lord 
commanded Moses.” (Leviticus 24:10-23 NIV) 


One might wonder if the detail as to the parentage of this person as “the son of an 
Israelite mother and Egyptian father” (Leviticus 24:10) was simply a historical or 
genealogic detail or perhaps suggested that intermarriage might be likely to 
produce unacceptable (even ungodly) behavior. 


The Sabbath Year (Leviticus 25:1-7) is to be treated as a sabbath of each week- no 
crops were to be planted or harvested. God Himself would provide all that was 
needed that year: “The Lord then spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Speak 
to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you come into the land which | shall 
give you, then the land shall have a sabbath to the Lord. 3 Six years you shall sow 
your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its crop, 4 but 
during the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath rest, a sabbath to the Lord; 
you Shall not sow your field nor prune your vineyard. 5 Your harvest’s aftergrowth 
you Shall not reap, and your grapes of untrimmed vines you shall not gather; the 
land shall have a sabbatical year. 6 All of you shall have the sabbath products of the 
land for food; yourself, and your male and female slaves, and your hired man and 
your foreign resident, those who live as aliens with you. 7 Even your cattle and the 
animals that are in your land shall have all its crops to eat.” (Leviticus 25:1-7 NASB) 


Furthermore, each 49 years (seven sevens) is to be a 50" year, the Year of Jubilee. 
The Bible Study Tools reference is very helpful here:” The crowning feature, though, 
was the full restitution of all real property in the Jubilee Year. The primary object of 


this regulation was, of course, the reversion of all hereditary property to the family 
which originally possessed it, and the reestablishment of the original arrangement 
regarding the division of the land. But that was not all; for this legal disposition and 
regulation of external matters was closely connected with the high calling of the 
Jewish people. It was a part of the Divine plan looking forward to the salvation of 
mankind. "The deepest meaning of it (the Jubilee Year) is to be found in the 
“apokatastasis tes basileias tou theou”, i.e. in the restoring of all that which in the 
course of time was perverted by man's sin, in the removing of all slavery of sin, in 
the establishing of the true liberty of the children of God, and in the delivering of 
the creation from the bondage of corruption to which it was subjected on account of 
man's depravity" (Romans 8:19) (compare Keil, Manual of Biblical Archaeology). In 
the Year of Jubilee a great future era of Yahweh's favor is foreshadowed, that period 
which, according to Isaiah 61:1-3, shall be ushered in to all those that labor and are 
heavy laden, by Him who was anointed by the spirit of the Lord Yahweh.” 


(https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/jubilee-year/) 


God was to provide more for each sixth year than before, so that His people could 
learn to trust His provision for them: “But if you say, “What are we going to eat on 
the seventh year if we do not sow or gather in our crops?” 21 then | will so order My 
blessing for you in the sixth year that it will bring forth the crop for three years. 22 
When you are sowing the eighth year, you can still eat old things from the crop, 
eating the old until the ninth year when its crop comes in.” (Leviticus 25:20-22 
NASB) 


We also see the prohibition against charging interest among God’s people, even to 
those who out of their poverty need to borrow funds: ‘Now in case a countryman of 
yours becomes poor and his means with regard to you falter, then you are to 
sustain him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. 36 Do not take 
usurious interest from him, but revere your God, that your countryman may live 
with you. 37 You shall not give him your silver at interest, nor your food for gain. 38 
! am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the 
land of Canaan and to be your God.” (Leviticus 25:35-38 NASB) The ESV 
translation makes the prohibition against the practice of charging interest even 
clearer: “/f your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you 
shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live 
with you. Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that your brother 
may live beside you. You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him 
your food for profit.” 


Historically, the practice of usury, or charging interest, was sometimes interpreted 
by God’s people as a “permission” to charge interest to non-Jews. Alternatively, the 
Christian community, in adherence to the OT prohibitions, avoided the practice of 
usury and left a cultural “vacuum” which was filled with the Jews. Whichever 
interpretation is correct, and both may be partly correct, it is clear that this practice 
does violence to God’s apparent intent for His people to be compassionate and 
Eoune: See (https://en.wikipedia.or wiki Economic_antisemitism) and also” 


Wikipedia states: “One of the reasons that moneylending was open to Jews as a 
profession was that European Christian culture regarded moneylending as sinful or 
immoral. That caused Christians to avoid the profession, leaving a vacuum for which 
Jews could fill. The Christian abhorrence of moneylending was rooted in the Old 
Testament laws of Exodus 22:25, Deuteronomy 23:19-20, Leviticus 25:35-37 and 
Psalms 15:5.” 


Those persons so poor that they needed to “sell themselves” into slavery were to 
be redeemed “bought back” by God during the Year of Jubilee. Again, the 
overarching theme is compassion and kindness: ‘Now /f the means of a stranger or 
of a sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and a countryman of yours becomes so 
poor with regard to him as to sell himself to a stranger who Is sojourning with you, 
or to the descendants of a stranger’s family, 48 then he shall have redemption right 
after he has been sold. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49 or his uncle, or his 
uncle’s son, may redeem him, or one of his blood relatives from his family may 
redeem him; or if he prospers, he may redeem himself. 50 He then with his 
purchaser Shall calculate from the year when he sold himself to him up to the year 
of jubilee; and the price of his sale shall correspond to the number of years. It is like 
the days of a hired man that he shall be with him. 51 If there are still many years, 
he shall refund part of his purchase price in proportion to them for his own 
redemption; 52 and if few years remain until the year of jubilee, he shall so 
calculate with him. In proportion to his years he is to refund the amount for his 
redemption. 53 Like a man hired year by year he shall be with him; he shall not rule 
over him with severity in your sight. 54 Even if he is not redeemed by these means, 
he shall still go out in the year of jubilee, he and his sons with him. 55 For the sons 
of Israel are My servants; they are My servants whom | brought out from the land of 
Egypt. |! am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 25:47-55 NASB). We are to redeem 
because God, who is our Lord, redeems us! 


February 11, 2019 Leviticus 26-27 


Reward and punishment for following or failing to follow the Law is the subject 
addressed in Leviticus 26. The rewards are summarized briefly: “/f you walk in My 


statutes and keep My commandments so as to carry them out, 4 then / shall give 
you rains in their season, so that the land will yield its produce and the trees of the 
field will bear their fruit. 5 Indeed, your threshing will last for you until grape 
gathering, and grape gathering will last until sowing time. You will thus eat your 
food to the full and live securely in your land. 6 | shall also grant peace in the land, 
so that you may lie down with no one making you tremble. | shall also eliminate 
harmful beasts from the land, and no sword will pass through your land. 7 But you 
will chase your enemies and they will fall before you by the sword; 8 five of you will 
chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies 
will fall before you by the sword. 9 So! will turn toward you and make you fruitful 
and multiply you, and | will confirm My covenant with you. 10 You will eat the old 
supply and clear out the old because of the new. 11 Moreover, | will make My 
dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you. 12 | will also walk among you 
and be your God, and you shall be My people. 13 | am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you would not be their slaves, and | 
broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.” Leviticus 26:3-13 NASB) 
Notice the conditional blessing- if the people are obedient, then they will be 
blessed. Blessing is deeply and irreversible connected with obedience! 


But if you do not...then punishment will be the result. A series of graded 
punishments of the people is listed, almost if God is anticipating the continued 
stubborn disobedience of His people: “‘But if you do not obey Me and do not carry 
out all these commandments, 15 if, instead, you reject My statutes, and if your soul 
abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My commandments, and so break 
My covenant, 16 I, in turn, will do this to you: | will appoint over you a sudden terror, 
consumption and fever that will waste away the eyes and cause the soul to pine 
away; also, you will sow your seed uselessly, for your enemies will eat it up. 17 | will 
set My face against you so that you will be struck down before your enemies; and 
those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee when no one is pursuing 
you. 18 If also after these things you do not obey Me, then! will punish you seven 
times more for your sins. 19 | will also break down your pride of power; | will also 
make your sky like iron and your earth like bronze. 20 Your strength will be spent 
uselessly, for your land will not yield its produce and the trees of the land will not 
yield their fruit.” (Leviticus 26: 14-20 NASB) 


Continued disobedience in the face of punishment is even worse: ‘/f then, you act 
with hostility against Me and are unwilling to obey Me, | will increase the plague on 
you seven times according to your sins. 22 | will let loose among you the beasts of 
the field, which will bereave you of your children and destroy your cattle and reduce 
your number so that your roads lie deserted. 23 ‘And if by these things you are not 
turned to Me, but act with hostility against Me, 24 then !| will act with hostility 
against you; and I, even I, will strike you seven times for your sins. 25 | will also 
bring upon you a sword which will execute vengeance for the covenant; and when 
you gather together into your cities, | will send pestilence among you, so that you 
shall be delivered into enemy hands. 26 When | break your staff of bread, ten 
women will bake your bread in one oven, and they will bring back your bread in 


rationed amounts, so that you will eat and not be satisfied.” (Leviticus 26:21-26 
NASB) 


There is, however, hope. The purpose of these punishments-or withdrawal of 
blessing- is to demonstrate in vivid ways the complete dependence on God for 
blessing and abundance. God is teaching His people that sin does matter- that it is 
serious and has serious consequences. The restoration of those who repent (turn 
away) from their sins is also clearly stated: ‘If they confess their iniquity and the 
iniquity of their forefathers, in their unfaithfulness which they committed against 
Me, and also in their acting with hostility against Me— 41 | also was acting with 
hostility against them, to bring them into the land of their enemies—or if their 
uncircumcised heart becomes humbled so that they then make amends for their 
iniquity, 42 then | will remember My covenant with Jacob, and | will remember also 
My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and | will 
remember the land. 43 For the land will be abandoned by them, and will make up 
for its sabbaths while it is made desolate without them. They, meanwhile, will be 
making amends for their iniquity, because they rejected My ordinances and their 
soul abhorred My statutes. 44 Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their 
enemies, | will not reject them, nor will | so abhor them as to destroy them, 
breaking My covenant with them; for | am the Lord their God. 45 But | will 
remember for them the covenant with their ancestors, whom | brought out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that | might be their God. | am the Lord.’ 
(Leviticus 26:40-45 NASB) 


Several references are helpful here (https://bible.org/seriespage/21-welcome- 
warning-leviticus-26) and (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/leviticus- 
26/) Several scholars have suggested that Leviticus 26 is a picture of Israel’s entire 
history- obedience, followed by prosperity, followed by forgetting or ignoring God, 
then punishment, followed by repentance- and the cycle repeats! 


Leviticus concludes with “valuations” regulations about he value of property, the 
requirements for offerings and things “set aside” or dedicated to the Lord. 


Apparently a “difficult vow” is valued by the standing and gender of the person 
making the vow: “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When a man makes 
a difficult vow, he shall be valued according to your valuation of persons belonging 
to the Lord. 3 If your valuation is of the male from twenty years even to sixty years 
old, then your valuation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary. 4 Or if it is a female, then your valuation shall be thirty shekels. 5 If it be 
from five years even to twenty years old then your valuation for the male shall be 
twenty shekels and for the female ten shekels. 6 But if they are from a month even 
up to five years old, then your valuation shall be five shekels of silver for the male, 
and for the female your valuation shall be three shekels of silver. 7 If they are from 
sixty years old and upward, if it is a male, then your valuation shall be fifteen 
shekels, and for the female ten shekels. 8 But if he is poorer than your valuation, 
then he shall be placed before the priest and the priest shall value him; according to 
the means of the one who vowed, the priest shall value him.” (Leviticus 27 2-8 
NASB) 


The difficult vow was apparently a promise made to God (see 
http://www.calvaryfullerton.org/Bstudy/03%20Lev/1997/03Lev27.htm). Such a vow 
might have been like the vow made by Jepthah - (Judges 11:1-11, 29-33). “ Jephtah 
was a man of outstanding military ability who rose from despised beginnings (he 
was illegitimate) to become a leader of Israel. In the heat of battle he promised God 
that if he was victorious he would offer as sacrifice the first thing that met him when 
he returned home from the battle. (http://www.womeninthebible.net/women-bible- 


old-new-testaments/jephtahs-daughter/) This vow- or promise in a “bargain” with 
God, cost Jephtha his daughter! 


The firstborn animal automatically belongs to the Lord: “‘However, a firstborn 
among animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the Lord, no man may consecrate it; 
whether ox or sheep, it is the Lord’s. 27 But if it is among the unclean animals, then 
he shall redeem it according to your valuation and add to it one-fifth of it; and if it is 
not redeemed, then it shall be sold according to your valuation.” (Leviticus 27:26-27 
NASB) 


The tithe is sacred and belongs to the Lord alone: ‘Thus all the tithe of the land, of 
the seed of the /and or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord. 31 
If, therefore, a man wishes to redeem part of his tithe, he shall add to it one-fifth of 
it. 32 For every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth 
one shall be holy to the Lord. 33 He is not to be concerned whether it is good or 
bad, nor shall he exchange it; or if he does exchange it, then both it and its 
substitute shall become holy. It shall not be redeemed. ’” (Leviticus 27:30-33 NASB) 


God then concludes His instructions to Moses: “These are the commandments 
which the LoRD commanded Moses for the sons of Israel at Mount Sinai.” (Leviticus 
27:34 NASB) 


February 12, 2019 Numbers 1-2 


Inventory? Why would God order Moses to take inventory of all he tribes? Why 
were only the men counted? The commentary is very helpful here, since the entire 
book of Numbers seems to be a recitation of history rather than a story of God’s 
dealing with His people. 


The commentary is illuminating here: (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/numbers-1/) 


NUMBERS 1 - THE CENSUS OF ISRAEL 
A. Background to the Book of Numbers. 


1. As recorded in the Book of Exodus, Israel escaped slavery in Egypt - God 
miraculously set them free from hundreds of years of bondage. They came through 
the Red Sea and saw God provide through the desert wilderness. They came to 
Mount Sinai where God appeared to them in a spectacular way; where Moses went 
up on the mountain to meet with God and receive the law. At Mount Sinai Israel also 
embraced an idolatrous image of a golden calf and was corrected by the LORD. 


a. Encamped at Mount Sinai, Israel built a tabernacle of meeting and established a 
priesthood, receiving God’s plan for the priests and the nation at large in Leviticus. 
At the end of the Book of Leviticus, they have been out of Egypt for a little more 
than a year. 


b. Exodus covered a year; Leviticus only a month - but the Book of Numbers 
encompasses more than 38 years. 


2. This third book of Moses tells us what happened during those 38 years. The 
Hebrew title of this book gives us an idea of the theme of Numbers. In Hebrew this 


a. The wilderness was never meant to be Israel’s destination. God's intention was to 
bring them into the Promised Land of Canaan. The wilderness was intended as a 
temporary place - a place to move through, not to live in. 


i. “The Hebrew word for wilderness (midbar) means a place for driving flocks. It is 
not a completely arid desert, but contains little vegetation and a few trees. The 
rainfall in such areas is too light, a few inches per year, to support cultivation.” 
(Wenham) 


b. The Book of Numbers is all about God’s people in the wilderness - how they get 
there, how God deals with them in the wilderness, and how He brings them out of 
the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land. 


i. “The theme of the book of Numbers is the journey to the Promised Land of 
Canaan. Its opening ten chapters, covering a mere fifty days, describe how Moses 
organized Israel for the march from Sinai to the Promised Land.” (Wenham) 


c. The Book of Numbers gives us a big vision: Where is God taking us? What will it 
take to get there? What inward qualities must God develop in us and demand in us 
along the way? 


i. Promised Land people are very different from slave people. Israel emerged from 
Egypt a slave people, basically unsuited for the Promised Land. How would God 
transform them into a promised-land people? 


ii. “So the Israelites had been slaves in the land of Goshen; their tasks were 
appointed, and their taskmasters compelled their obedience. Their difficulties had 
been great, their bondage cruel, but they were free from the necessity of thought 
and arrangement. Having escaped from their taskmaster, they imagined that 
freedom meant escape from rule. They had been taught in their year of 
encampment under the shadow of the mountain that they had to submit to law, and 
it was irksome to them, and they became discontented. This discontent resulted 
from lack of perfect confidence in God.” (Morgan) 


d. The Book of Numbers approaches it all God’s way. When we are in the 


wilderness, we are tempted to launch a hundred different schemes and plans to 
escape. But only God’s way really works; and the Book of Numbers gives us God’s 


way. The idea that the LORD spoke to Moses is repeated more than 150 times and 
more than 20 different ways in Numbers. 


Only the fighting age men were counted: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses in the 
wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting, on the first of the second month, in the 
second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “Take a census 
of all the congregation of the sons of Israel, by their families, by their fathers’ 
households, according to the number of names, every male, head by head 3 from 
twenty years old and upward, whoever is able to go out to war in Israel, you and 
Aaron shall number them by their armies.” (Numbers 1:1-3 NASB) 


If all the numbers counted in each tribe are summed, we can estimate the number 
of persons led by Moses in the wilderness, accounting for the fact that the tribe of 


Levi was not counted in this census (https://www.gotquestions.org/Israelites- 


exodus.html) Most estimates place the total number at about 2.4 million! 


Even though the tribe of Levi is excluded because of their priestly duties instead of 
serving in military duties, there are still twelve tribes counted since Joseph’s two 
sons, Ephriam and Manessah, are counted. The Levites were to guard the 
tabernacle: “But the Levites shall camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so 
that there will be no wrath on the congregation of the sons of Israel. So the Levites 
shall keep charge of the tabernacle of the testimony.” (Numbers 1:53 NASB) 


Once again we see the these of obedience- whatever God ordered the people to do, 
they did: “Thus the sons of Israel did; according to all which the Lord had 
commanded Moses, so they did.” (Numbers 1:54) 


Numbers 2 describes the geography of the encampment- all around the tent of 
meeting. Each time the people were to move- on God’s orders, they struck their 
dwellings/tents and moved and then encamped in the new location in the same 
way. Order was critical for this many people- for a number of practical reasons. 
The arrangement around the Tent of meeting/tabernacle was an illustration of the 
preciousness of this place of worship and encounter with the living God. Again, the 
commentary is very helpful 
(https://biblicalscholarship.wordpress.com/2016/11/06/commentary-on-numbers- 
2/) : "The tent of meeting is at the center of a rectangular camp. Joshua 3:4 says a 
distance of 2,000 cubits (900 meters or 1,000 yards) should separate the ark from 
the non-Levitical tribes. The rabbis (Numbers Rabba 2:1) surmised this was the 
distance because it was the farthest walking distance permitted on the Sabbath, so 
all Israel could worship at the sanctuary.” 
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Numbers 2 ends with a summary: “These are the numbered men of the sons of 
Israel by their fathers’ households; the total of the numbered men of the camps by 
their armies, 603,550. 33 The Levites, however, were not numbered among the 
sons of Israel, just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 34 Thus the sons of Israel 
did; according to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so they camped by their 
standards, and so they set out, every one by his family according to his father’s 
household.” (Numbers 2:32-34 NASB) 


February 13, 2019 Numbers 3-4 


“The firstborn belong to the Lord”...a principle we see again and again in Scripture. 
The men of the Levites of fighting age were then numbered, as well as the firstborn 
among all the tribes. The Levites numbered 22,000 and the firstborn of all the other 
tribes combined numbered 22,273. The “extra” 273 were to be redeemed (bought 
back) by a specified sacrifice. We read: “Now those who were to camp before the 
tabernacle eastward, before the tent of meeting toward the sunrise, are Moses and 
Aaron and his sons, performing the duties of the sanctuary for the obligation of the 
sons of Israel; but the layman coming near was to be put to death. All the numbered 
men of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron numbered at the command of the Lord 
by their families, every male from a month old and upward, were 22,000. 


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Number every firstborn male of the sons of Israel 
from a month old and upward, and make a list of their names. You shall take the 
Levites for Me, | am the Lord, instead of all the firstborn among the sons of Israel, 
and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the cattle of the sons 
of Israel.” So Moses numbered all the firstborn among the sons of Israel, just as the 
Lord had commanded him; and all the firstborn males by the number of names from 
a month old and upward, for their numbered men were 22,273. 


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn 
among the sons of Israel and the cattle of the Levites. And the Levites shall be Mine; 
lam the Lord. For the ransom of the 273 of the firstborn of the sons of Israel who 
are in excess beyond the Levites, you shall take five shekels apiece, per head; you 
shall take them in terms of the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty 
gerahs), and give the money, the ransom of those who are in excess among them, 
to Aaron and to his sons.” So Moses took the ransom money from those who were in 
excess, beyond those ransomed by the Levites; from the firstborn of the sons of 
Israel he took the money in terms of the shekel of the sanctuary, 1,365. 51 Then 
Moses gave the ransom money to Aaron and to his sons, at the command of the 
Lord, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.” (Numbers 3:38-51 NASB) 


Each shekel has been estimated to be worth about $600 based on today’s gold 
value (https://www.gotquestions.org/sanctuary-shekel.html) , so the ransom for 
each “extra” firstborn was about $3000, and all 273 would have been ransomed for 
about $820,000 in todays monetary values! The point is, that all the firstborn 
belong to the Lord, and that by redeeming them, the Levites were provided with 
funds- a living wage. This was important since they were not deeded land but were 
uniquely called to serve. 


Numbers 4 enumerates the duties of the three major subgroups of the Levites- the 
Gershonites, Kohahites and Merarites. The object here is that order and clear 
division of duties would be performed by these men eligible to serve; their number 
was 8,580: “A// the numbered men of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the 
leaders of Israel numbered, by their families and by their fathers’ households, from 
thirty years and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who could enter to do the 
work of service and the work of carrying in the tent of meeting. Their numbered 
men were 8,580. According to the commandment of the Lord through Moses, they 
were numbered, everyone by his serving or carrying; thus these were his numbered 


men, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.” (Numbers 4:46-49 NASB) Once 
again, the commentary is helpful 


(https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/numbers/ 


numbers-4.html) 
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February 14, 2019 Numbers 5-6 


Leprosy was- and is- a dreadful scourge on mankind. We now know this debilitating 
disease as Hansen's disease (https://www.cdc.gov/leprosy/index.html) and it is 
contagious but not nearly as contagious as thought in ancient times. An afflicted 
person was required to stay a distance form the camp, and touching an infected 
person caused the one touching to become unclean. Later Jesus displayed His 
knowledge, and courage, by both touching and healing several lepers (Matthew 8, 
Luke 17). God’s command was given primarily to protect the people and prevent its 
spread: “Command the sons of Israel that they send away from the camp every 
leper and everyone having a discharge and everyone who is unclean because of a 
dead person. 3 You shall send away both male and female; you shall send them 
outside the camp so that they will not defile their camp where | dwell in their 
midst.” 4 The sons of Israel did so and sent them outside the camp; just as the Lord 
had spoken to Moses, thus the sons of Israel did.” (Numbers 5:2-4 NASB) 


Sins must be atoned for, and restitution made- either to the offended party or to a 
priest: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Speak to the sons of Israel, ‘When 
a man or woman commits any of the sins of mankind, acting unfaithfully against the 
Lord, and that person is guilty, 7 then he shall confess his sins which he has 
committed, and he shall make restitution in full for his wrong and add to it one-fifth 
of it, and give it to him whom he has wronged. 8 But if the man has no relative to 
whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution which is made for the 
wrong must go to the Lord for the priest, besides the ram of atonement, by which 


atonement is made for him. 9 Also every contribution pertaining to all the holy gifts 
of the sons of Israel, which they offer to the priest, shall be his. 10 So every man’s 
holy gifts shall be his; whatever any man gives to the priest, it becomes his.’” 
Numbers 5:5-10 NASB) 


In this primarily patriarchal society, a “straying woman”- who was under the 
authority of her husband- must be put to the test and judged, even though the 
husband was exempt from judgment: “This is the law of jealousy: when a wife, 
being under the authority of her husband, goes astray and defiles herself, 30 or 
when a spirit of jealousy comes over a man and he Is jealous of his wife, he shall 
then make the woman stand before the Lord, and the priest shall apply all this law 
to her. 31 Moreover, the man will be free from guilt, but that woman shall bear her 
guilt.” (Numbers 5:29-31 NASB) The Enduring Word commentary helps in 
understanding the sins and consequences described here 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/numbers-5/). 


Occasionally one might dedicate themselves to be set apart for meditation, prayer, 
or to serve the lord in some special way. One way of doing this was to take the 
vows of the Nazarite. The length of time of this set a[art service was contained in 
the vow that the person took (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazirite) The two most 
well know Nazarites in the Bible were Samuel and Sampson: “Two examples of 
Nazirites in the Hebrew Bible are Samson (Judges 13:5), and Samuel (1 Samuel 
1:11). Both were born of previously barren mothers and entered into their vows 
through their mothers' oaths rather than their own volition: In the first case, God 
sent an angel to make the vow known to the mother for her not-yet-conceived son, 
Samson, of what He wanted the child to be like in his life “And the woman came and 
said to her husband, saying, "A man of God came to me, and his appearance was 
like the appearance of an angel of God, very awesome; and | did not ask him from 
where he was and his name he did not tell me. And he said to me, 'Behold, you shall 
conceive and bear a son; and now do not drink wine and strong drink, and do not 
eat any unclean (thing), for a Nazirite to God shall the lad be, from the womb until 
the day of his death.' (Judges 13:2-7) 


In the second case, the mother (Hannah) made the vow before Samuel was even 
conceived, because she was barren. (1 Samuel 1:11) These vows required Samson 
and Samuel to live devout lives, yet in return they received extraordinary gifts: 
Samson possessed strength and ability in physical battle against the Philistines, 
while Samuel became a prophet. 


Samson and Delilah, by Anthony van Dyck (1599-1641) 


Aaron then gives a beautiful benediction and blessing- remembered among many 
United Methodists as the benediction at the end of a meeting of the United 
Methodist Youth Fellowship: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to 
Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall bless the sons of Israel. You shall say 
to them: The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, 
And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you 
peace.’ 


So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and | then will bless them.” 
(Numbers 6:22-27 NASB) 


February 15, 2019 Numbers 7-8 


The dedication offerings were made and described in detail. The capstone 
statement of Numbers 7 is: “Now when Moses went into the tent of meeting to 
speak with Him, he heard the voice speaking to him from above the mercy seat that 
was on the ark of the testimony, from between the two cherubim, so He spoke to 
him.” (Numbers 7:89 NASB) 


The offerings were made over 12 days by the leaders of each of the twelve tribes: 
“The leaders offered the dedication offering for the altar when it was anointed, so 
the leaders offered their offering before the altar. 11 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Let them present their offering, one leader each day, for the dedication of the 
altar.” (Numbers 7:10-11 NASB). 


Each of the twelve offerings was a duplicate of the one made on the first day: “Now 
the one who presented his offering on the first day was Nahshon the son of 
Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah; 13 and his offering was one silver dish whose 
weight was one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with 
oil for a grain offering; 14 one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense; 15 one bull, 
one ram, one male lamb one year old, for a burnt offering; 16 one male goat fora 
sin offering; 17 and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, five male lambs one year old. This was the offering of Nahshon the son 
of Amminadab.” (Numbers 7:12-17 NASB) 


The offering was costly- the principle was that the people would only offer to God of 
their best, and that which represented a real sacrifice. We see this theme many 
times in Scripture, notably by David when purchasing the threshing floor of Araunah 
to build an altar to the Lord: “Araunah responded to David, “May your majesty the 
king take it and offer whatever pleases him. Here are oxen for a burnt offering, 
along with the threshing sledges and yokes from the oxen for wood! 23 Your 
majesty, Araunah gives all of this to the king.” Araunah also told the king, “May the 
Lord your God be pleased with you!” 


24 “No!” the king replied to Araunah. “I will buy them from you at full price. | won't 
(2 Samuel 24:22- 
24a ISV) 


Kauffman’s commentary is illuminating 
(https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/numbers-7.html) “One may wonder 
why God so elaborately repeated the enumerations of all these gifts, and the 
answer appears to be that God always reckons good works upon the basis of what 
each individual did, rather than reckoning upon a collective, or community basis. In 
Jesus' parable of the talents, it will be recalled that the reckoning involved each one. 
Jesus did not say, "Well, you fellows have done pretty good; | gave you eight and 
you produced seven more!." No, he called unto him each one. It is not merely what 
a church or congregation is doing, but what each one is doing, that counts with God. 
Also, in the matter of God's love, it is the same way. The Scriptures do not declare 
that, "Jesus loved the Lazarus family," but that he loved Lazarus, and Martha, and 
Mary!” 


Seven lamps are to burn at the altar (Numbers 8:1-4 ) These comprise the menorah, 
a symbol for the Hebrew people being a “light to the nations” as commanded by 
God (Isaiah 49:6) 


A reconstruction of the Menorah of the Temple created by the Temple Institute 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menorah_ (Temple) 


The celebration of Hannukkah commemorates (with eight candles) the legendary 
miracle that occurred in which the one day’s supply of oil for the menorah lasted 
eight days (https://ffoz.org/discover/hanukkah/the-sacred-light-of-hanukkah.html) 


The Levites who were to serve were required to be cleansed, a representation of the 
requirement that only a person who was cleansed of sins (a true impossibility with 
this sacrificial system!) could approach God and live: “Thus did Moses and Aaron 
and all the congregation of the sons of Israel to the Levites; according to all that the 
Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so the sons of Israel did to 
them. 21 The Levites, too, purified themselves from sin and washed their clothes; 
and Aaron presented them as a wave offering before the Lord. Aaron also made 
atonement for them to cleanse them. 22 Then after that the Levites went in to 
perform their service in the tent of meeting before Aaron and before his sons; just 
as the Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so they did to them.” 
(Numbers 8:20-22 NASB) 


Retirement age is specified in Numbers 8- the period of time allowed for this high 
calling was limited by age- only those between the ages of 25 and 50 could serve: 


“Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “This is what applies to the Levites: from 
twenty-five years old and upward they shall enter to perform service in the work of 
the tent of meeting. 25 But at the age of fifty years they shall retire from service in 
the work and not work any more. 26 They may, however, assist their brothers in the 
tent of meeting, to keep an obligation, but they themselves shall do no work. Thus 
you shall deal with the Levites concerning their obligations.” (Numbers 8:23-26 
NASB) 


February 16, 2019 Numbers 9 


The Passover celebration has always been a central recurring part of the Hebrew 
year. In it we- who can look back from a Christian perspective- can see they types 
or preincarnate examples of the Christ. The empty chair- left for Elijah- the blood 
on the lintels of the door- all point to the Messiah to come. What if one were ona 
journey or ritually unclean- what then? Could the Passover still be observed? The 
Passover was to be celebrated in the wilderness: “Thus the Lord spoke to Moses in 
the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they had come 
out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “Now, let the sons of Israel observe the Passover 
at its appointed time. 3 On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall 
observe it at its appointed time; you shall observe it according to all its statutes and 
according to all its ordinances.” 4 So Moses told the sons of Israel to observe the 
Passover. 5 They observed the Passover in the first month, on the fourteenth day of 
the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai; according to all that the Lord had 
commanded Moses, so the sons of Israel did.” (Numbers 9:1-5 NASB) 


God provided a second time for those who were away traveling or who were 
required to be cleansed, exactly one month later: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 10 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘If any one of you or of your 
generations becomes unclean because of a dead person, or is on a distant journey, 
he may, however, observe the Passover to the Lord. 11 In the second month on the 
fourteenth day at twilight, they shall observe it; they shall eat it with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. 12 They shall leave none of it until morning, nor break a 
bone of it; according to all the statute of the Passover they shall observe it. 13 But 
the man who Is clean and is not on a journey, and yet neglects to observe the 
Passover, that person shall then be cut off from his people, for he did not present 
the offering of the Lord at its appointed time. That man will bear his sin. 14 If an 
alien sojourns among you and observes the Passover to the Lord, according to the 
statute of the Passover and according to its ordinance, so he shall do; you shall 
have one statute, both for the alien and for the native of the land.’ (Numbers 9:9-14 
NASB) 


How were God’s people to know where to travel in the wilderness- where to go, 
when to leave and how long to stay at each encampment? There were no real 
“maps” or GPS devices available, and the people had no real clear idea as to where 
God would lead them- or how long they were to stay at each point along their 
journey. So God, always the provider, made an unmistakable sign that they could 
reliably follow- a “cloud” over the Tabernacle during he day and “fire” at night. The 
people were to follow as the cloud or fire moved, in obedience to God’s leading. 
Again, He was teaching them obedience and dependence on Him: “Now on the day 
that the tabernacle was erected the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the 
testimony, and in the evening it was like the appearance of fire over the tabernacle, 


until morning. 16 So it was continuously; the cloud would cover it by day, and the 
appearance of fire by night. 17 Whenever the cloud was lifted from over the tent, 
afterward the sons of Israel would then set out; and in the place where the cloud 
settled down, there the sons of Israel would camp. 18 At the command of the Lord 
the sons of Israel would set out, and at the command of the Lord they would camp; 
as long as the cloud settled over the tabernacle, they remained camped. 19 Even 
when the cloud lingered over the tabernacle for many days, the sons of Israel would 
keep the Lord’s charge and not set out. 20 If sometimes the cloud remained a few 
days over the tabernacle, according to the command of the Lord they remained 
camped. Then according to the command of the Lord they set out. 21 If sometimes 
the cloud remained from evening until morning, when the cloud was lifted in the 
morning, they would move out; or if it remained in the daytime and at night, 
whenever the cloud was lifted, they would set out. 22 Whether it was two days or a 
month or a year that the cloud lingered over the tabernacle, staying above it, the 
sons of Israel remained camped and did not set out; but when it was lifted, they did 
set out. 23 At the command of the Lord they camped, and at the command of the 
Lord they set out; they kept the Lord’s charge, according to the command of the 
Lord through Moses.” (Numbers 9:14-23 NASB) 


Several references are helpful here (https://www.gotquestions.org/pillar-cloud- 


fire.html) (http://www.christiantruthcenter.com/a-pillar-of-cloud-by-day-and-a-pillar- 
of-fire-by-night-is-the-holy-spirit/) 


° 


Following the pillar of fire and smoke 


(httos://www.pinterest.com/pin/512917845041439563/) 


February 17, 2019 Numbers 10-11 


Two silver trumpets- to sound the alarm, to call the people to assemble, or to lead 
the people into battle, were described in the first part of Numbers 10: “The Lord 
spoke further to Moses, saying, 2 “Make yourself two trumpets of silver, of 
hammered work you shall make them; and you shall use them for summoning the 
congregation and for having the camps set out. 3 When both are blown, all the 
congregation shall gather themselves to you at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 
4 Yet if only one is blown, then the leaders, the heads of the divisions of Israel, shall 
assemble before you. 5 But when you blow an alarm, the camps that are pitched on 
the east side shall set out. 6 When you blow an alarm the second time, the camps 
that are pitched on the south side shall set out; an alarm Is to be blown for them to 
set out. 7 When convening the assembly, however, you shall blow without sounding 
an alarm. 8 The priestly sons of Aaron, moreover, shall blow the trumpets; and this 
shall be for you a perpetual statute throughout your generations. 9 When you go to 
war in your land against the adversary who attacks you, then you shall sound an 
alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the Lord your God, 
and be saved from your enemies. 10 Also in the day of your gladness and in your 
appointed feasts, and on the first days of your months, you shall blow the trumpets 
over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they 
shall be as a reminder of you before your God. | am the Lord your God.” (Numbers 
10:1-10 NASB) 


The purpose was beyond that of the practical one of communication- these 
trumpets were to remind the people that the Lord was their God- a reminder that 
was necessary and repeated throughout the history of God’s dealing with His 
people. 


The ark- the very place that God was to dwell among His people- was to move 
before them as they followed God’s directions by the cloud or the pillar of fire. When 
they moved from the Sinai, Moses asked Hobab- a Midianite relative- to go with 
them since God would do good to the people, and also to those traveling with them. 
God is portrayed as good- and the source of reliable goodness to His people: “Then 
Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are 
setting out to the place of which the Lord said, ‘I will give it to you’; come with us 
and we will do you good, for the Lord has promised good concerning Israel.” 30 But 
he said to him, “! will not come, but rather will go to my own land and relatives.” 31 
Then he said, “Please do not leave us, inasmuch as you know where we should 
camp in the wilderness, and you will be as eyes for us, 32 So it will be, if you go with 
us, that whatever good the Lord does for us, we will do for you.” (Numbers 10:29-32 
NASB) This trust in God;s goodness can be seen in a number of modern expressions 
such as “God is good- all the time!”. 


God was uniquely and intimately WITH His people- he identifies Himself as the God 
who is eternally WITH us, and He taught this principle to His people by using the ark 
as a constant reminder and a teaching tool: “Thus they set out from the mount of 
the Lord three days’ journey, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord journeying in 
front of them for the three days, to seek out a resting place for them. 34 The cloud 
of the Lord was over them by day when they set out from the camp. 


35 Then it came about when the ark set out that Moses said, “Rise up, O Lord! And 
let Your enemies be scattered, And let those who hate You flee before You.” 36 
When it came to rest, he said, “Return, O Lord, To the myriad thousands of Israel.” 
(Numbers 10:33-36 NASB) 


The Scripture is full of examples of God being eternally WITH us 


(https://www.openbible.info/topics/god_being with us), a testimony to the fact that 


all of us need constant reminders of this eternal truth! 


The Ark (https://www.ligonier.org/blog/ark-covenant-and-gods-presence-us/) 


“The people complain” a constant theme as they wandered in the wilderness. 
Human nature seems to be one of “what have you done for me lately?”. The people 
forgot God’s mighty deliverance- despite the constant reminders- and complained 
about their lot as nomads away from the relatively sophisticated civilization of 
Egypt. 


God’s response was anger and chastisement- his anger “burned”- literally among 
the people: “Now the people became like those who complain of adversity in the 
hearing of the Lord; and when the Lord heard it, His anger was kindled, and the fire 
of the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 2 
The people therefore cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the Lord and the fire 
died out. 3 So the name of that place was called Taberah, because the fire of the 
Lord burned among them. (Numbers 11:1-3 NASB) Taberah is the Hebrew word for 
“burning”. 


The manna which God provided was rejected as “sufficient” since many had 
memories of the foods of Egypt. The Scripture tells us: “The rabble who were 
among them had greedy desires; and also the sons of Israel wept again and said, 
“Who will give us meat to eat? 5 We remember the fish which we used to eat free in 
Egypt, the cucumbers and the melons and the leeks and the onions and the garlic, 6 
but now our appetite is gone. There is nothing at all to look at except this manna.” 
(Numbers 11:4-6 NASB). The “rabble” desired meat, and they were soon to drown 
in it! 


Moses is caught between the complaints and “weeping” of the people and the 
righteous anger of God- he asks God to relieve him of his burden of leadership... 
saying in his plea a version of the phrase “Just kill me now!”: “Now Moses heard the 
people weeping throughout their families, each man at the doorway of his tent; and 
the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly, and Moses was displeased. 11 So Moses 


said to the Lord, “Why have You been so hard on Your servant? And why have | not 
found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all this people on me? 12 
Was it | who conceived all this people? Was it | who brought them forth, that You 
should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries a nursing infant, to 
the land which You swore to their fathers’? 13 Where am | to get meat to give to all 
this people? For they weep before me, saying, ‘Give us meat that we may eat!’ 14 | 
alone am not able to carry all this people, because it is too burdensome for me. 15 
So if You are going to deal thus with me, please kill me at once, if | have found favor 
in Your sight, and do not let me see my wretchedness.” (Numbers 11:10-15 NASB) 


Now God provides in two different ways- he instructs Moses to appoint seventy 
elders to help him in governing the people and to share the leadership burdens with 
him, and prepares the people for His answer to their desire for meat. God was 
offended by the complaints of the people about His provision for their needs. His 
answer was both immediate and overwhelming: The Lord therefore said to Moses, 
“Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the 
elders of the people and their officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let 
them take their stand there with you. 17 Then | will come down and speak with you 
there, and | will take of the Spirit who is upon you, and will put Him upon them; and 
they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you will not bear it all 
alone. 18 Say to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat 
meat; for you have wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, “Oh that someone would 
give us meat to eat! For we were well-off in Egypt.” Therefore the Lord will give you 
meat and you shall eat. 19 You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, 
nor ten days, nor twenty days, 20 but a whole month, until it comes out of your 
nostrils and becomes loathsome to you; because you have rejected the Lord who is 
among you and have wept before Him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” 
(Numbers 11:16-20 NASB) 


Here we clearly see that the Spirit had been applied to Moses, and those chosen 
would also receive God’s Spirit! God then created a miraculous event in which the 
entire camp was filled with quail. Those who have eaten quail note its delicious 
taste- but this was literally a “knee deep” covering of quail: ”“Now there went 
forth a wind from the Lord and it brought quail from the sea, and let them fall 
beside the camp, about a day’s journey on this side and a day’s journey on the 
other side, all around the camp and about two cubits deep on the surface of the 
ground, 32 The people spent all day and all night and all the next day, and gathered 
the quail (he who gathered least gathered ten homers) and they spread them out 
for themselves all around the camp. 33 While the meat was still between their 
teeth, before it was chewed, the anger of the Lord was kindled against the people, 
and the Lord struck the people with a very severe plague. 34 So the name of that 
place was called Kibroth-hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had 
been greedy. 35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the people set out for Hazeroth, and they 
remained at Hazeroth.” (Numbers 11:31-34 NASB) 


God’s plague was directed not at the people in general, but at the “greedy” who 
had rejected His provision. This pattern is explored in a useful reference 


(https://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/syllabi/r/reed/20050210C/16.pdf) 


Skeptics might insist that God shows Himself as a vengeful, thin skinned and violent 
God who punishes the smallest transgression with fire (Numbers 11:1) that 
consumed “some of them” and the plague (Numbers 11:33-34) which ended the 
lives of the “greedy” with a “severe plague”. A very helpful commentary 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/numbers-11/) includes this insightful 
observation about God’s response to complaining about “no meat” “Sometimes the 
LORD chastises us by giving us what we ask for - what our intense craving cries out 
for.” 


The issue of God’s “punishment” or correction is an important one. We, in our 
limited understanding and shallow spirituality, expect God to be a “provider, friend, 
and companion” who meets our every “need” (desire) and never holds us 
accountable for our sins. The words in Hebrews (12:6) “because the Lord disciplines 
the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son." and Proverbs 
3:12: “because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights 
in.” teach us this truth. 
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Quail in the wilderness, Caspar Luyken, 1698 Rijksmuseum.nl 
February 18, 2019 Numbers 12-13 


Puzzling- very puzzling. Why would the loving and forgiving God of the universe 
punish His children- especially those who were in leadership- with the awful scourge 
of leprosy? When Miriam and Aaron dared to question Moses’ authority- and 
indirectly the authority of God who appointed Moses- she is struck with leprosy. 


The dread the people of this time had of this disease is clearly seen: “Oh, do not let 
her be like one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes from his 
mother’s womb!” 13 Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “O God, heal her, | pray!” 
(Numbers 12:12-13 NASB) 


God teaches His people two important lessons in this event: 1) that He has the 
authority to appoint and support those who have been chosen to lead: “Then the 
Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the doorway of the tent, and He 
called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both come forward, 6 He said, “Hear now 
My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, shall make Myself known to 
him in a vision. | shall speak with him in a dream. 7 “Not so, with My servant Moses, 
He is faithful in all My household; 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, Even openly, 
and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you 
not afraid To speak against My servant, against Moses?” (Numbers 12:6-8 NASB); 
and 2) that he has the capacity to heal and forgive: “But the Lord said to Moses, “If 
her father had but spit in her face, would she not bear her shame for seven days? 
Let her be shut up for seven days outside the camp, and afterward she may be 
received again.” 15 So Miriam was shut up outside the camp for seven days, and 
the people did not move on until Miriam was received again.” (Numbers 12:14-15 
NASB) 


Miriam Gossips About Moses (https://pilgrimslight.wordpress.com/2017/02/13/why- 
did-god-strike-miriam-with-leprosy/) 


Now comes a great test of the people’s faith- the people arrive at Canaan- the 
Promised Land- and are instructed by God to send “spies” out to determine the 
possible opposition of the people to the Hebrew people as they claimed this land for 
themselves. One member from each tribe was appointed- including Joshua 
(Hoshea) and Caleb- with these words: “When Moses sent them to spy out the land 
of Canaan, he said to them, “Go up there into the Negev; then go up into the hill 
country. 18 See what the land is like, and whether the people who live in it are 
strong or weak, whether they are few or many. 19 How is the land in which they 


live, is it good or bad? And how are the cities in which they live, are they like open 
camps or with fortifications? 20 How is the land, is it fat or lean? Are there trees in it 
or not? Make an effort then to get some of the fruit of the land.” Now the time was 
the time of the first ripe grapes. 


21 So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin as far as 
Rehob, at Lebo-hamath. 22 When they had gone up into the Negev, they came to 
Hebron where Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak were. (Now 
Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 


23 Then they came to the valley of Eshcol and from there cut down a branch with a 
single cluster of grapes; and they carried it on a pole between two men, with some 
of the pomegranates and the figs. 24 That place was called the valley of Eshcol, 
because of the cluster which the sons of Israel cut down from there.” (Numbers 
13:17-24 NASB) 


The reports were dramatic- the land was as God described- flowing with “milk and 
honey” (verse 27) and the scale of everything was big- very big. One might think at 
this point of all the bad “Texas” jokes ever told. The grapes were so large they 
were carried back on a pole between two men. And the people were so large that 
the Hebrews seemed like “grasshoppers” compared to them. The land was 
certainly fertile and productive: “When they returned from spying out the land, at 
the end of forty days, 26 they proceeded to come to Moses and Aaron and to all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; and they 
brought back word to them and to all the congregation and showed them the fruit of 
the land. 27 Thus they told him, and said, “We went in to the land where you sent 
us; and it certainly does flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 
Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified 
and very large; and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 Amalek is 
living in the land of the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites 
are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the 
side of the Jordan.” (Numbers 13: 25-29 NASB) and the people were large: “So 
they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied 
out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that 
devours its ‘inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men 

of great size. There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the 
Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in 
their sight.” (Numbers 13:32-33 NASB) 


The enemy was strong- the people gigantic- the walls around the city were like 
fortresses- and the spies- ten of the twelve- reported these facts and saw only the 
obstacles before them. Did they not remember God’s might, miraculous 
deliverance, and provision for their needs? Was their faith so shallow that they 
could only see the problem, and not the God they served who was bigger than their 
problems or obstacles? Only Caleb and Joshua saw the possibilities and saw the 
problem through the lens of faith: “Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and 
said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely 
overcome it.” (Numbers 13:30 NASB) 


God has always searched out the “faithful remnant” (Isaiah 10:20-22); Romans 
11:5; Revelation 12:17) who trust Him and see that he is “bigger” than the 
obstacles that face us, however hard this is to see from a purely human point of 
view. 


So too at the present 
time theré 1s a remnant, 


chosen by grace. 


Rom 11-5 


https://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2017/03/13/what-is-the-remnant- 


mentioned-in-the-bible/ 


February 19, 2019 Numbers 14-15 


Do you fully trust God? Do you believe in His power, might and wisdom? Are 
you willing to follow Him even into “difficult places”? The answers to these 
questions have determined the spiritual well-being of all whom God has 
called. It’s so easy to say the right words, to “appear” to be faithful and 
willing to surrender to God’s will, but the reality is that this way is “narrow”, 
and “few there are on it” (Matthew 7:13-14) 


God had challenged His people to believe, trust, and follow, but their 
response was doubt, fear and mistrust. They complained: “Then al/ the 
congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 
2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole 
congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or 
would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into 
this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become 
plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they said to 
one another, “Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.” (Numbers 14:1-4 
NASB) They would rather go back to Egypt, back to slavery and hardship, 
back to the “familiar misery” than to step forward in faith. They could see 
only the obstacles- their leaders could see God’s provision and promise! 


Moses and Aaron pled with them, and assured them that these seemingly 
strong enemies would be “their prey” since God’s protection had been 
removed from them: “Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces in the 
presence of all the assembly of the congregation of the sons of Israel. 6 
Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had 
spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which we passed 
through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord is pleased with 
us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us—a land which flows 
with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord; and do not fear 
the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been 
removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 10 But all 
the congregation said to stone them with stones. Then the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel.” (Numbers 14:5-10 
NASB) 


God then threatened to destroy these unbelieving people with a plague, and 
“start over” with Moses and Aaron to create a faithful people: “The Lord said 
to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me? And how Iong will they not 
believe in Me, despite all the signs which | have performed in their midst? 12 
/ will smite them with pestilence and dispossess them, and | will make you 
into a nation greater and mightier than they.” (Numbers 14:11-12 NASB) 


Moses then appeals to God, asking Him not to lose His “reputation” or the 
“honor of His Name” among the Egyptians, so that they would not believe 
that He was the true God who saves and delivers His people: “But Moses said 
to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for by Your strength You 
brought up this people from their midst, 14 and they will tell it to the 
inhabitants of this land. They have heard that You, O Lord, are in the midst of 
this people, for You, O Lord, are seen eye to eye, while Your cloud stands 
over them; and You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar 
of fire by night. 15 Now if You slay this people as one man, then the nations 
who have heard of Your fame will say, 16 ‘Because the Lord could not bring 
this people into the land which He promised them by oath, therefore He 
slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ 17 But now, | pray, let the power of the 
Lord be great, just as You have declared, 18 ‘The Lord is slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will 
by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children to the third and the fourth generations.’ 19 Pardon, | pray, the 
iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness, just 
as You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” (Numbers 
14:13-19 NASB) Several modern playwrights have taken up the theme “the 
honor of God” in the stories of Thomas Becket in the plays “Becket or the 
Honor of God” by Jean Anouilh and “Murder in the Cathedral” by T.S. Eliot 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Becket) 


Moses pleads with God, and seemingly “changes God’s mind”. There is 
however, a consequence for the unbelief and distrust of the people. First, for 
each of the 40 days the “spies” spent in Canaan, the people are to wander 
for 40 years- a year for a day. By then those who did not trust, believe and 


follow would have died off, and their blameless children could then inherit 
the land. Secondly, all the spies who gave “bad reports” dies, all except 
Joshua and Caleb who both trusted God and saw His provision. 


The consequences are harsh but fair and appropriate to the sins against God: 
The LoRD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,’ “How long shall | bear 
with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? | have 
heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are “making 
against Me. # Say to them, ‘As | live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have 
spoken in My hearing, so | will surely do to you; 72 your corpses will fall 
in this wilderness, even ali your “numbered men, according to your 
complete number from twenty years old and upward, who have 
grumbled against Me. # Surely you shall not come into the land in 
which | “swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and 
Joshua the son of Nun. # Your children, however, whom you said would 
become a prey—! will bring them in, and they will know the land which 
you have rejected. But as for you, your corpses will fall in this 
wilderness. #3 Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years in the 
wilderness, and they will «suffer for your «unfaithfulness, until your 
corpses “lie in the wilderness. #* According to the number of days which 
you spied out the land, forty days, for every day you shall bear 

your «guilt a year, even forty years, and you will know My 

opposition. * 1, the LoRD, have spoken, surely this | will do to all this 
evil congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this 
wilderness they shall be destroyed, and there they will die.’” (Numbers 
14:26-35 NASB) 


To make matters even worse, the people decided to attack the inhabitants of 
the Land anyway, without God’s promise of protection! It was almost as if 
they said “We'll show you, God- we ourselves will do this”. They were 
warned that this “change of heart obedience” was not and 
that they would fail, but they tried anyway, and predictable, failed: “But 
Moses said, “Why then are you transgressing the commandment of the Lord, 
when it will not succeed? 42 Do not go up, or you will be struck down before 
your enemies, for the Lord is not among you. 43 For the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites will be there in front of you, and you will fall by the sword, 
inasmuch as you have turned back from following the Lord. And the Lord will 
not be with you.” 44 But they went up heedlessly to the ridge of the hill 
country; neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses left the camp. 
45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country 
came down, and struck them and beat them down as far as Hormah.” 
(Number 14:41-45 NASB) 


The "rules of the road” were then specified to Moses, as to how they should 
enter each new location in their long journey, how they should treat a 
“sojourner”, and how the priests should array themselves. (Number 15). In 
the midst of these directions is a story of the consequences of disobedience 
as to the laws of the Sabbath (Numbers 15:32-36). The person “gathering 
wood” on the Sabbath was taken into custody, and God was consulted as to 
the proper punishment. God directed them to stone him to death “outside 


the camp”, which they did (Numbers 15:36) The commentary is helpful 
(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/numbers/15-36.htm) but ignores an 
apparent conflict with the very words and acts of Jesus later in history. Jesus 
declared that the sabbath was a “gift” and that man was the Lord of the 
Sabbath, not the sabbath the Lord of man when He dared heal on the 


Sabbath (http://ourrabbijesus.com/articles/logic_healing_sabbath/) (Matthew 
12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5). 
— 


D OF 


http://www.the-ten-commandments.org/mark 2-27-28.html 


We can resolve this apparent conflict by looking at the intent and the result 
of this “lawbreaking” of Jesus. The man gathering wood was doing so out of 
willful defiance of God, and saying by his actions that he denied God’s 
commandments and provisions- he acted out of willful disobedience! Jesus 
acted out of love and compassion, quoting from 1 Samuel , in which we see 
the story of David and his men eating the “showbread” out of hunger and 


necessity (1 Samuel 21:1-6) See (https://www.gotquestions.org/Sabbath- 


made-for-man.html) 


God specifies that the people are to wear garments with “tassels” on each of 
four corners as a reminder of God’s presence, love and provision: “The Lord 
also spoke to Moses, saying, 38 “Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them 
that they shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments 
throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each 
corner a cord of blue. 39 It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember 
all the commandments of the Lord, so as to do them and not follow after 
your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot, 40 so 
that you may remember to do all My commandments and be holy to your 
God. 41 | am the Lord your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt 
to be your God; | am the Lord your God.”(Numbers 15:37-41 NASB). All of 
us, as they did, need constant reminders of God’s constant presence and 
provision! These tassels ultimately became the prayer shawls used in 
modern Judaism, and have a rich history 
(https://jewsforjesus.org/publications/newsletter/newsletter-sep-1993/the- 
tallit-and-tzitzit/) 


February 20, 2019 Numbers 16-18 


More rebellion and grumbling! This time the source was one of the priestly 
families- the family of Korah. Thy became convinced that Moses was not 
their legitimate leader, and that Moses had led them into a disastrous 


wilderness life instead of the Promised Land. Did they not remember that 
God had taken them to the very Land He promised and it was their refusal to 
enter that caused them to wander? The heart is deceitful....jjeremiah 17:9, 
Proverbs 4:23, Romans 13:14) and leads us into directions that are our own 
answer rather than those of the Lord. Moses then put the family of Korah to 
the test in a very public way: “Then Moses arose and went to Dathan and 
Abiram, with the elders of Israel following him, 26 and he spoke to the 
congregation, saying, “Depart now from the tents of these wicked men, and 
touch nothing that belongs to them, or you will be swept away in all their 
sin.” 27 So they got back from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the doorway of their 
tents, along with their wives and their sons and their little ones. 28 Moses 
said, “By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these deeds; 
for this is not my doing. 29 If these men die the death of all men or if they 
suffer the fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me. 30 But if the Lord 
brings about an entirely new thing and the ground opens its mouth and 
swallows them up with all that is theirs, and they descend alive into Sheol, 
then you will understand that these men have spurned the Lord.” 


31 As he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was under them 
split open; 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, and 
their households, and all the men who belonged to Korah with their 
possessions. 33 So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to 
Sheol; and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of 
the assembly. 34 All Israel who were around them fled at their outcry, for 
they said, “The earth may swallow us up!” 35 Fire also came forth from the 
Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering the 
incense.” (Numbers 16:24-35 NASB) 


(https://www.hearthymn.com/korah-s-rebellion-the-earth-swallows-up- 
korah.html) 


The people- even after witnessing the power of God affirming Moses’ 
legitimacy and calling as their leader- “murmured” and complained- blaming 
Moses for the death of the rebellious priestly family. The result was a plague 
that killed more than 14,000, even though Moses atoned for their sin of 
disbelief: “Then Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of meeting, 
44 and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Get away from among this 
congregation, that | may consume them instantly.” Then they fell on their 
faces. 46 Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer and put in it fire from the 
altar, and lay incense on it; then bring it quickly to the congregation and 
make atonement for them, for wrath has gone forth from the Lord, the 
plague has begun!” 47 Then Aaron took it as Moses had spoken, and ran into 
the midst of the assembly, for behold, the plague had begun among the 
people. So he put on the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 He 
took his stand between the dead and the living, so that the plague was 
checked. 49 But those who died by the plague were 14,700, besides those 
who died on account of Korah. 50 Then Aaron returned to Moses at the 
doorway of the tent of meeting, for the plague had been checked.” (Numbers 
16:43-50 NASB) 


As a further demonstration of the calling of Moses and Aaron as leaders of 
His people, God ordered the leaders of each of the tribes to bring arod-a 
“walking staff” to the Tent of Meeting. God would then demonstrate His 
calling by performing a small miracle- a visual reminder of His calling. 
Aaron's rod bloomed and budded! The Scripture says: “Then the Lord spoke 
to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, and get from them a rod for 
each father’s household: twelve rods, from all their leaders according to their 
fathers’ households. You shall write each name on his rod, 3 and write 
Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi; for there is one rod for the head of each of 
their fathers’ households. 4 You shall then deposit them in the tent of 
meeting in front of the testimony, where | meet with you. 5 It will come about 
that the rod of the man whom | choose will sprout. 

Be ” 6 Moses therefore spoke to the sons of Israel, and all their leaders gave 
him a rod apiece, for each leader according to their fathers’ households, 


twelve rods, with the rod of Aaron among their rods. 7 So Moses deposited 
the rods before the Lord in the tent of the testimony. 


8 Now on the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony; and 
behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put forth 
buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 9 Moses then 
brought out all the rods from the presence of the Lord to all the sons of 
Israel; and they looked, and each man took his rod. 10 But the Lord said to 
Moses, “Put back the rod of Aaron before the testimony to be kept as a sign 
against the rebels, that you may put an end to their grumblings against Me, 
so that they will not die.” 11 Thus Moses did; just as the Lord had 
commanded him, so he did.” (Numbers 17:1-11 NASB) 


The budding rod of Aaron- the very one used to convince the Pharaoh to 
allow God’s people to leave Egypt- was put in the Ark as a constant reminder 
of God’s calling and miraculous power (Hebrews 9:4). For further discussion, 


please see (https://www.gotquestions.org/Aaron-rod.html) 


The duties of the priests, and their “portion” of the offerings that can be 
eaten by the priests (only!) are described in some detail in Numbers 18. The 
priests were accountable to God for keeping and maintaining the Tent of 
Meeting, the very center of God’s presence and worship of Him 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/numbers-18/) The process of 
choosing and appointing priests is described in several references 
(https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/691328/jewish/Why-were-the- 
Levites-chosen-to-be-Gds-special-ministers.htm) ; 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Levitical-priesthood.html). The “got 
questions” website provides this informative statement: “The priesthood in 
the time of Jesus was mostly called and selected from among the Sadducees: 
In the time of Christ, the Sadducees comprised most of the priesthood and 
were known to be a wealthy class of people. The Sadducees did not believe 
in a resurrection (Matthew 22:23) or in any kind of spiritual realm such as 
angels and demons live in (Acts 23:8). The chief priests Caiaphas and Annas 
were instrumental in having Jesus crucified (John 18:13).” 


For further detailed description of the priesthood and the three branches of 
the tribe of Levi, please see (http://www.bible.ca/archeology/archeology- 
exodus-route-sinai-levitical-priesthood-levi-gershomites-kohathites- 
merarites-aaronic-zadok-asaph-heman-ethan-abiathar-eli-sadducees-annas- 
caiaphas-ananias.htm). 


February 21, 2019 Numbers 19-20 


The red heifer- a rarity in itself- no more than two years old and that has 
never been yoked- is to be sacrificed as a part of the ritual of cleansing 
(Numbers 19:1010 NASB). Some have suggested that the cleansing blood of 
the heifer is a foreshadowing of the sacrificial blood of Jesus, who was 
Himself- like the heifer- sacrificed “outside the city” 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/red-heifer.html). Some Christians believe that 
the red heifer must be born at the time that the Temple is rebuilt 
(presumably Ezekiels’s third Temple). The antichrist will desecrate this 
temple, and then the apocalyptic end of times will occur. 


“UPDATEONTHE =— 


BUILDING or THe 
THIRD TEMPLE 


http://linesandprecepts.com/2018/09/13/red-heifer/ 


Ritual washing was a large part of the ceremonial observances, and the 
priests and others were given specifications and procedures as to what was 
an and unclean” 


testament- israel/) for a detailed description. 


These rituals were certainly symbolic spiritually, and may have had a 
component of healthful practice 
(https://www. biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionar 


clean-unclean.html) 


Miriam then dies, and she is mourned by the people: “Then the sons of Israel, 
the whole congregation, came to the wilderness of Zin in the first month; and 
the people stayed at Kadesh. Now Miriam died there and was buried there.” 
(Numbers 20:1 NASB) 


No water- a serious issue for the estimated millions traveling the desert, 
along with thirsty livestock and other animals! Moses was constantly 
expected to be the source of earthly provision for his people, and when the 
“congregation” did not get what they wanted or needed, they were vocal in 
their complaints to Moses. | am certain Moses was frustrated and tired of the 
constant complaints, for he disobeyed God and did not “speak to the rock” 
as God ordered, but “struck the rock” to start the flow of water at Meribah: “ 
There was no water for the congregation, and they assembled themselves 
against Moses and Aaron. 3 The people thus contended with Moses and 


spoke, saying, “If only we had perished when our brothers perished before 
the Lord! 4 Why then have you brought the Lord’s assembly into this 
wilderness, for us and our beasts to die here? 5 Why have you made us come 
up from Egypt, to bring us in to this wretched place? It is not a place of grain 
or figs or vines or pomegranates, nor is there water to drink.” 6 Then Moses 
and Aaron came in from the presence of the assembly to the doorway of the 
tent of meeting and fell on their faces. Then the glory of the Lord appeared 
to them; 7 and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Take the rod; and you and 
your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and 
. You shall thus bring forth water for 
them out of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink.” 


So Moses took the rod from before the Lord, just as He had commanded 
him; 10 and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he 
said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out 
of this rock?” 11 Then Moses lifted up his hand and 

, and the congregation and their 
beasts drank. 12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have 
not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, 
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which | have given 
them.” 13 Those were the waters of Meribah, because the sons of Israel 
contended with the Lord, and He proved Himself holy among them.” 
(Numbers 20:2-13 NASB) 


Moses’ punishment for this disobedient act was not being allowed entry into 
the Promised Land. He was later to stand on the summit of a mountain and 
see the vast and fertile land that God had covenanted to give His people, but 
Moses would not be allowed entry! To many who read this, the punishment 
does not seem to fit the “crime”. Surely God knew how frustrated Moses was 
with the people, surely God saw that He was honored as the source of the life 
saving water...yet He punished Moses in what seems to be a very cruel way. 
The crime, though, was disobedience and distrust of God. Even though 
Moses had been ordered to strike the rock earlier (Exodus 17:6), his 
disobedience and distrust resulted in the consequences God ordered for 


Moses. (https://christianity. stackexchange.com/questions/6998/why-was-god- 


so-upset-with-moses-for-striking-the-rock-the-second-time-in-the-des) 


Aaron then dies, and his priestly duties are transferred to his son Eleazar. 
Note that God predicts Aaron’s death | saying that it was time for Aaron to be 
“gathered to his people”: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron at Mount 
Hor by the border of the land of Edom, saying, 24 “Aaron will be gathered to 
his people; for he shall not enter the land which | have given to the sons of 
Israel, because you rebelled against My command at the waters of Meribah. 
25 Take Aaron and his son Eleazar and bring them up to Mount Hor; 26 and 
strip Aaron of his garments and put them on his son Eleazar. So Aaron will be 
gathered to his people, and will die there.” 27 So Moses did just as the Lord 
had commanded, and they went up to Mount Hor in the sight of all the 
congregation. 28 After Moses had stripped Aaron of his garments and put 
them on his son Eleazar, Aaron died there on the mountain top. Then Moses 
and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29 When all the congregation 
saw that Aaron had died, all the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty days.” 
(Numbers 20:23-29 NASB) 


Even though Aaron had participated in the debacle of the Golden Calf, he 
had apparently turned from his sin and had served God faithfully. The 
people apparently had affection and respect for Aaron, as they wept in 
mourning “for thirty days”. 


February 22, 2019 Numbers 21-22 


War and snakes- certainly the favorites of so many folks! Numbers 21 details 
several instances of warfare with enemies of God’s people, as well as a particularly 
devastating encounter with venomous snakes. In Numbers 21:1-3, we see the story 
of the total defeat- essentially annihilation- of one of the tribes of Canaanites living 
in the Negev in Arad- the story reads: “When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived 
in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming along the road to Atharim, he attacked 
the Israelites and captured some of them. 2 Then Israel made this vow to the Lord: 
“lf you will deliver these people into our hands, we will totally destroy their cities.” 3 
The Lord listened to Israel’s plea and gave the Canaanites over to them. They 
completely destroyed them and their towns; so the place was named Hormah. 
(destruction)” 


Some critics- including avowed atheists- claim that the total destruction described 
here is inconsistent with a loving God 
(https://thepoisedatheist.wordpress.com/2016/01/25/numbers-chapter-21-arad- 
destroyed/) Why would God approve the destruction of every person in a city ora 
region? One suggested answer is that any survivor would be bound by their religion 
to seek revenge- thus a built-in pocket of rebellion and resistance would be created 
from any survivors. The real reason, however, is the spiritual one- the people were 
constantly tempted to worship “other gods” (see the first commandment!) and saw 
those around them as attractive and “acceptable” both physically and spiritually. 
Witness the destruction that Samson brought on himself by marrying a “pagan 
foreigner”, or that Solomon- perhaps the wisest man ever- destroyed Israel’s 
greatness by marrying “foreign” wives for political motives! God knew that this 
temptation was a constant threat to His relationship with the people- and allowed 
the people to act accordingly. See 


(https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_1382.cfm) 


The people again complain bitterly as they travel near the Red Sea, and God 
unleashes venomous serpents among them. Here we have another foreshadowing 
of the Christ- when the people “looked” upon the bronze serpent- held up of “lifted 
up” they were healed. This is a clear prophesy of the Son of Man being “lifted up” 
and those looking upon Him being saved! (John 3:14-15) The bronze snake, 
wrapped around a pole, became the symbol of the medical profession- the 
caduceus. The Scripture tells us: “They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to 
the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they 
spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we 
detest this miserable food!” 


6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke 
against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from 
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 


8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a 
pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, 
they lived.” (Numbers 21:4-9 NASB) 
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The Brazen Serpent (watercolor circa 1896-1902 by James Tissot) 


On the journey to Moab, the people again needed water, and God provided it to 
them. In this description we see a tantalizing mention of one of the lost ancient 
books- the Book of Wars (Numbers 21:14-15) “That is why the Book of the Wars of 
the LoRD says: “...Zahab in Suphah and the ravines, 

the Arnon and the slopes of the ravines that lead to the settlement of Ar and lie 
along the border of Moab.” 

See (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_ of the Wars of the Lord). Since the 
Scripture describes itself as “full and sufficient” for teaching and salvation, and 
“equipping the saints”, we may wonder what the contents of this and other “lost 
books” might contain, but can be assured that we have in the Scriptures exactly 
what God wishes for us to know! (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 


The people then go to war against the Amorites as well as Og, king of Bashan 
(Numbers 21:21-35), and totally destroy the opposing armies and their cities. Once 


again, this was a “spiritual cleansing” as much as a military victory. There were “no 
survivors”: “So they struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army, 
leaving them no survivors. And they took possession of his land.” (Numbers 21:35 
NASB) 


In light of this great destruction Balak (son of Zippor) summoned Balaam to find 
some way to oppose this mighty and successful army that approached them. Balak 
clearly saw the numerous army as a direct threat, so his solution was to have 
Balaam "curse” the Hebrew people: “So Balak son of Zippor, who was king of Moab 
at that time, 5 sent messengers to summon Balaam son of Beor, who was at Pethor, 
near the Euphrates River, in his native land. Balak said: “A people has come out of 
Egypt; they cover the face of the land and have settled next to me. 6 Now come 
and put a curse on these people, because they are too powerful for me. Perhaps 
then | will be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For | know that 
whoever you bless is blessed, and whoever you curse is cursed.” (Numbers 22:4-6 
NASB) 


One source ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balaam ) suggests that Balaam actually 
was sensitive to the leading of God’s spirit, but later showed his wickedness by 
sabotaging the people of God : “Balaam refused to speak what God did not speak 
and would not curse the Israelites, even though King Balak of Moab offered him 
money to do so (Numbers 22-24). But Balaam's error and the source of his 
wickedness came from sabotaging the Israelites as they entered the Promised 
Land.” 


Se 


Balaam blessing the lands of Israel 


God instructed Balaam not to curse His people: “God came to Balaam and asked, 
“Who are these men with you?” 10 Balaam said to God, “Balak son of Zippor, king 
of Moab, sent me this message: 11 ‘A people that has come out of Egypt covers the 
face of the land. Now come and put a curse on them for me. Perhaps then !| will be 
able to fight them and drive them away.’” 12 But God said to Balaam, “Do not go 
with them. You must not put a curse on those people, because they are blessed.” 
(Numbers 22:9-12 NASB) 


We then see one of the more remarkable stories in the Scripture- that of the 
“talking donkey”. When Balaam travels toward the officials of Balak, his donkey 


sees that angel of the Lord- with sword drawn- opposing Balaam: “Then the angel of 
the Lord moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no room to 
turn, either to the right or to the left. 27 When the donkey saw the angel of the 
Lord, it lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat it with his staff. 28 Then 
the Lord opened the donkey’s mouth, and it said to Balaam, “What have | done to 
you to make you beat me these three times?” 29 Balaam answered the donkey, 
“You have made a fool of me! If only | had a sword in my hand, | would kill you right 
now.” 30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am / not your own donkey, which you have 
always ridden, to this day? Have | been in the habit of doing this to you?” “No,” he 
said. 31 Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown. 


32 The angel of the Lord asked him, “Why have you beaten your donkey these 
three times? | have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one 
before me. 33 The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If it 
had not turned away, | would certainly have killed you by now, but | would have 
spared it.” 34 Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned. | did not realize 
you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now if you are displeased, | will go 
back.” 35 The angel of the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but speak only 
what | tell you.” So Balaam went with Balak’s Officials.” (Numbers 22:26-35 NASB) 


It seems that God can use anyone, or anything- including a donkey- to communicate 
with us! 


Balaam, now chastened by his encounter wit the living God, now realizes that he 
cannot curse what God has blessed. He tells Balak: “We//, |! have come to you now,” 
Balaam replied. “But | can’t say whatever | please. | must speak only what God puts 
in my mouth.” (Numbers 22:38) despite the temptation of a monetary reward from 
king Balak. Would that we had such a clear and strong devotion to speak only as 
God directs us! 


February 23, 2019 Numbers 23-25 


Would Balak never give up? He continued to order Balaam to curse Israel, even as 
he was told by Balaam that he could speak “what the Lord puts in my mouth”. 
(Numbers 23:12b) Balak continued to pester Balaam for a curse, and built altars 
and made sacrifices- but to no avail! The commentary is helpful here 


(https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/numbers/ 
numbers-23.html) 


Then, under the guidance and influence of God’s Holy Spirit, Balaam issues this 
wonderful and poetic blessing on God’s people: 


“When Balaam looked out and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God 
came on him 3 and he spoke his message: 
“The prophecy of Balaam son of Beor, 
the prophecy of one whose eye sees clearly, 
4 the prophecy of one who hears the words of God, 


who sees a vision from the Almighty, 
who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 
5 “How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, 
your dwelling places, Israel! 
6 “Like valleys they spread out, 
like gardens beside a river, 
like aloes planted by the Lord, 
like cedars beside the waters. 
7 Water will flow from their buckets; 
their seed will have abundant water. 
“Their king will be greater than Agag; 
their kingdom will be exalted. 
8 “God brought them out of Egypt; 
they have the strength of a wild ox. 
They devour hostile nations 
and break their bones in pieces; 
with their arrows they pierce them. 
9 Like a lion they crouch and lie down, 
like a lioness—who dares to rouse them? 
“May those who bless you be blessed 
and those who curse you be cursed!” (Numbers 24:3-9 NIV) 


Balaam, through the Holy Spirit, prophesies of the One who was to come from the 
tribe of Judah, Jesus Himself!: 
“He took up his discourse and said, 


“The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, 

And the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, 
16 The oracle of him who hears the words of God, 
And knows the knowledge of the Most High, 

Who sees the vision of the Almighty, 

Falling down, yet having his eyes uncovered. 

17 “| see him, but not now; 

| behold him, but not near; 


18 “Edom shall be a possession, 

Seir, its enemies, also will be a possession, 

While Israel performs valiantly. 

19 “One from Jacob shall have dominion, 

And will destroy the remnant from the city.” (Numbers 24:15-19 NASB) 


The theme of unfaithfulness of God’s people is seen throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures, sometimes with the unfaithfulness of a spouse used as an illustration or 
example. God’s bride- His very people_ were unfaithful to Him and “joined with” 
other gods of the pagan peoples around them. One such instance was the people 
taking up with Baal: “While Israel remained at Shittim, the people began to play the 
harlot with the daughters of Moab. 2 For they invited the people to the sacrifices of 


their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel joined 
themselves to Baal of Peor, and the Lord was angry against Israel. 4 The Lord said 
to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight 
before the Lord, so that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn away from Israel.” 5 
So Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you slay his men who have joined 
themselves to Baal of Peor.” 


6 Then behold, one of the sons of Israel came and brought to his relatives a 
Midianite woman, in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of 
the sons of Israel, while they were weeping at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 7 
When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he arose from 
the midst of the congregation and took a spear in his hand, 8 and he went after the 
man of Israel into the tent and pierced both of them through, the man of Israel and 
the woman, through the body. So the plague on the sons of Israel was checked. 9 
Those who died by the plague were 24,000.” (Numbers 25:1-9 NASB) 


The consequences were harsh and immediate- those “taking up with Baal or Peor” 
were to be killed, and a plague descended on the people- a clear expression of 
God’s anger. In all some 24,000 died from the plague, despite the efforts of the 
priests to turn away God’s wrath- it is unimaginable what terrors would have been 
unleashed if the faithful priests had not intervened: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned 
away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy 
among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy. 12 Therefore 
say, ‘Behold, | give him My covenant of peace; 13 and it shall be for him and his 
descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was 
jealous for his God and made atonement for the sons of Israel.’” (Numbers 25:10-13 
NASB) 


God then instructs His people not to trust, mingle of have any dealings with the 
Midianites- they are cast as a treacherous and deceptive lot and a threat to the true 
faith and faithfulness of the people: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “Be 
hostile to the Midianites and strike them; 18 for they have been hostile to you with 
their tricks, with which they have deceived you in the affair of Peor and in the affair 
of Cozbi, the daughter of the leader of Midian, their sister who was slain on the day 
of the plague because of Peor.” (Numbers 25:16-18 NASB) 
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Zimri and Cozbi are slain by Phinehas. Premodern. Unknown 
February 24, 2019 Numbers 26-27 


Since the plague destroyed so many, God tells Moses to recount the people, by 
tribe. God’s purpose is to make allocations of the land He promised them, by tribe 
number. The Bible describes it this way: These are those who were numbered of the 
sons of Israel, 601,730. 52 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 53 “Among these 
the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the number of names. 54 
To the larger group you shall increase their inheritance, and to the smaller group 
you shall diminish their inheritance; each shall be given their inheritance according 
to those who were numbered of them. 55 But the land shall be divided by lot. They 
shall receive their inheritance according to the names of the tribes of their fathers. 
56 According to the selection by lot, their inheritance shall be divided between the 
larger and the smaller groups.” (Numbers 26:52-56 NASB) 


Enough time in the wilderness had passed so that all those unfaithful and 
unbelieving were removed by death, and only Caleb and Joshua remained. It has 
been my experience that sometimes God allows those to die in the church who are 
in opposition to His will- several of those in my church that were “obstacles” were 
removed by death- not “killed” but allowed to pass on. The Scriptures tell us: These 
are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the 
sons of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. * But among these there 
was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest, who 
numbered the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. © For the LORD had saia “of 
them, “They shall surely die in the wilderness.” And not a man was left of 

them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun” (Numbers 
26:63-65 NASB) 


The tribe of Manesseh had no sons surviving, and the daughters of Manesseh 
gathered before Moses and Eleazar to plead their case. Why should their tribe not 
receive an inheritance? God, who is always good and fair, provided for this tribe as 
well, breaking the “rules” of inheritance in doing so: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 


saying, 7 “The daughters of Zelophehad are right in their statements. You shall 
surely give them a hereditary possession among their father’s brothers, and you 
shall transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8 Further, you shall speak to 
the sons of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his 
inheritance to his daughter. 9 If he has no daughter, then you shall give his 
inheritance to his brothers. 10 If he has no brothers, then you shall give his 
inheritance to his father’s brothers. 11 If his father has no brothers, then you shall 
give his inheritance to his nearest relative in his own family, and he shall possess it; 
and it shall be a statutory ordinance to the sons of Israel, just as the Lord 
commanded Moses.’” (Numbers 27:6-11 NASB) 


Moses is then allowed to see- but not go into- the Promised Land. Here is a prophet, 
priest, faithful leader of God’s people who led the unruly throng for so many years- 
about 38 of which were in the wilderness- and this great leader and godly man was 
denied what his heart surely desired! The consequences of disobedience are 
sometimes long lasting, as those who have gone through divorce or have served 
prison time will sometimes tell. So Moses was allowed to see, but not enter, the 
land which God had promised (https://www.gotquestions.org/Moses-promised- 
land.html): “Then the LorD said to Moses, “Go up to this mountain of Abarim, and 
see the land which | have given to the sons of Israel. When you have seen it, you 
too will be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother “was; for in the 
wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, you rebelled against 

My “command “to treat Me as holy before their eyes at the water.” (These are the 
waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) (Numbers 27:12-14 NASB) 


God then appointed Joshua, who was filled with the Spirit, to lead in Moses’ place. 
AS is always the case, God provided for leadership of His people. Some were still 
rebellious, some rejected God’s appointed leaders, just as they do today, but 
nonetheless God provided for continuity of Spirit-filled leaders for His people. Jesus 
noted that the people in His time were like “sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 
9:36) and needed a leader (which was Himself!). The Scriptures describe this 
transfer of leadership: “ So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a 
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; 19 and have him stand before 
Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and commission him in their 
sight. 20 You shall put some of your authority on him, in order that all the 
congregation of the sons of Israel may obey him. 21 Moreover, he shall stand before 
Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before the 
Lord, At his command they shall go out and at his command they shall come in, 
both he and the sons of Israel with him, even all the congregation.” 22 Moses did 
just as the Lord commanded him; and he took Joshua and set him before Eleazar 
the priest and before all the congregation. 23 Then he laid his hands on him and 
commissioned him, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses.” (Numbers 27:18- 
23 NASB) 


Sine Se SS f 

Der HERR jeigt Mofe das Land der Verbeifung. 

Und der HERR jprad gu ihm: die} iff dag Land dag ih Abraham, Sjaat und Jacob geichworen habe und gefagt: ich will e¢ deinem Samen geben. Du hajt 
e8 mit deinen Mugen gefehen, aber du follt nicht hiniber geben. 


Moses Sees the Promised Land -Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld's (1794-1872) 
February 25, 2019 Numbers 28-29 


Offerings to the Lord should be voluntary, given with a cheerful spirit (2 Cor 9:7), and 
should represent a sacrifice. This sacrifice can consist of prayers offered in faith, the 
praise of God’s people (Psalm 22:30, or physical sacrifices of money or other items of 
value. As David said to Araunah when he purchased the threshing floor- the very spot 
where tradition states that Solomon’s temple would later stand- he plainly stated: 
“However, the king said to Araunah, "No, but | will surely buy it from you for a price, for 

“So David 
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.” (2 Samuel 24:24 
NASB) 


God expects, and deserves, praise, offerings and sacrifice from us...these sacrifices- 
including our prayers- “rise” to God and are received by God as a “soothing aroma” 
(Numbers 28:3; 6; 8; 24; 27). The fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover, and 
offerings are required for the observance: “Then on the fourteenth day of the first 
month shall be the Lord’s Passover. 17 On the fifteenth day of this month shall be a 
feast, unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days. 18 On the first day shall be a 
holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work. 19 You shall present an offering by 
fire, a burnt offering to the Lord: two bulls and one ram and seven male lambs one year 
old, having them without defect. 20 For their grain offering, you shall offer fine flour 
mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for a bull and two-tenths for the ram. 21 A 
tenth of an ephah you shall offer for each of the seven lambs; 22 and one male goat for 
a sin offering to make atonement for you. 23 You shall present these besides the burnt 
offering of the morning, which is for a continual burnt offering. 24 After this manner you 
shall present daily, for seven days, the food of the offering by fire, of a soothing aroma 


to the Lord; it shall be presented with its drink offering in addition to the continual burnt 
offering. 25 On the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no 
laborious work.” (Numbers 28:16-25 NASB) 


On the day of “first fruit” similar offerings are prescribed: “A/so on the day of the first 
fruits, when you present a new grain offering to the Lord in your Feast of Weeks, you 
shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work. 27 You shall offer a burnt 
offering for a soothing aroma to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, seven male lambs 
one year old; 28 and their grain offering, fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an 
ephah for each bull, two-tenths for the one ram, 29 a tenth for each of the seven lambs; 
30 also one male goat to make atonement for you. 31 Besides the continual burnt 
offering and its grain offering, you shall present them with their drink offerings. They 
shall be without defect.” (Numbers 28:26-31 NASB) 


The day of first fruits (Exodus 23:14-16) is also called “Pentecost”, a day of great 
significance in the Christian faith. God teaches His people that the practice of honoring 
Him “first” and with the “finest” and “choicest” can reap great spiritual rewards. See 
(https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/the-biblical-feast-of-firstfruits-how-it-explains-a- 


great-mystery) 


More offerings in the seventh month are described in Numbers 29. The tenth day of the 
seventh month is the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) - see 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Day-Atonement-Yom-Kippur.html) This high holy day is a 
day that follows the first two days of this specified festival- that of Rosh Hashana (the 
“New Year”) How can the New Year be in the seventh month? The website My Jewish 
learning explains this seeming discrepancy “ The origins of Rosh Hashanah may be 
sought in a royal enthronement ritual from biblical times, though the Bible itself never 
mentions the “New Year” or “Day of Judgment” aspects of the holiday. Even though 
Rosh Hashanah falls in the seventh month, later rabbinic tradition decided to designate 
it the beginning of the year. Although the origin of this tradition may have been adopted 
from the Babylonians, the rabbis imbued it with Jewish significance as the anniversary 
of the day on which the world was created, or of the day on which humanity was 
created. Another explanation can be found in the significance of Tishrei as the seventh 
month, hence the Sabbath of the year.” 
(https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rosh-hashanah-101/). 


These observances were to be “perpetual”- for all time: “‘You shall present these to the 
Lord at your appointed times, besides your votive offerings and your freewill offerings, 
for your burnt offerings and for your grain offerings and for your drink offerings and for 
your peace offerings.’ Moses spoke to the sons of Israel in accordance with all that the 
Lord had commanded Moses.” (Numbers 29:39-40 NASB) 


Rosh 
Hashanah 


February 26, 2019 Numbers 30-31 


The “Law of Vows” were a reflection of the patriarchal society that was operational 
at the time of the Wilderness. A vow made by a man was “binding”, but that of a 
woman, unless she was a widow (or divorced woman) would stand. God explained 
this regulation to Moses: “Then Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the sons 
of Israel, saying, “This is the word which the Lord has commanded. 2 If a man 
makes a vow to the Lord, or takes an oath to bind himself with a binding obligation, 
he shall not violate his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his 
mouth.” (Numbers 30:1-2 NASB). For more discussion, see 


(https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/numbers/ 


numbers-30.html) 


The father, husband, and leader of his “tribe” was not simply privileged or held 
superior, he was to be a protector and defender of those in his care. He was held 
accountable for “rash (foolish or unwise)” vows made by those in his care if he did 
nothing and remained silent (https://thetorah.com/why-can-womens-vows-be- 
vetoed/). Two vows in particular are important to examine hear- one positive and 
one negative: 1) the vow of Jephthah, a cautionary tale about a rash vow made to 
God when Jephthah was desperate for victory (Judges 11:34-35). Jephthah had 
promised to God that if he were given victory that he would sacrifice “the first thing 
that greeted him” on his return- which turned out to be his only child- his daughter!; 
2) the vow of Hannah, who pleaded with God for a child and made a vow that any 
child God gave her would be dedicated only to God. The product of this vow was 
the prophet Samuel! 


Hannah prays and makes a vow. Woodcut for “Die Bibel in Bildern,” 1860. Julius 
Schnorr von Carolsfeld 


The Midianites had led God’s people into sin, and Balaam, the false prophet, had at 
least attempted to “curse Israel” for the gain promised by Balak. God ordered His 
people to kill all the men of fighting age, the kings of Midian, as well as Balaam 
himself: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Take full vengeance for the sons 
of Israel on the Midianites; afterward you will be gathered to your people.” 3 Moses 
spoke to the people, saying, “Arm men from among you for the war, that they may 
go against Midian to execute the Lord’s vengeance on Midian. 4 A thousand from 
each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to the war.” 5 So there were 
furnished from the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand 
armed for war. 6 Moses sent them, a thousand from each tribe, to the war, and 
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war with them, and the holy vessels 
and the trumpets for the alarm in his hand. 7 So they made war against Midian, just 
as the Lord had commanded Moses, and they killed every male. 8 They killed the 
kings of Midian along with the rest of their slain: Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur 
and Reba, the five kings of Midian; they also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the 
sword. 9 The sons of Israel captured the women of Midian and their little ones; and 
all their cattle and all their flocks and all their goods they plundered. 10 Then they 
burned all their cities where they lived and all their camps with fire. 11 They took all 
the spoil and all the prey, both of man and of beast. 12 They brought the captives 
and the prey and the spoil to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest and to the 
congregation of the sons of Israel, to the camp at the plains of Moab, which are by 
the Jordan opposite Jericho.” (Numbers 31:1-12 NASB) See also: 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midian_war) 


The Midianites were not “dedicated” to the Lord- they were not totally destroyed, 
and the women, children and livestock were taken as “booty” from the victory. 
Moses apparently was not pleased- since it was the women who had enticed and 
tempted God’s people sexually- so Moses ordered the non-virginal women and boys 
destroyed: “Moses was angry with the officers of the army, the captains of 
thousands and the captains of hundreds, who had come from service in the war. 15 
And Moses said to them, “Have you spared all the women? 16 Behold, these caused 
the sons of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the Lord in 
the matter of Peor, so the plague was among the congregation of the Lord. 17 Now 
therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has 
known man intimately. 18 But all the girls who have not known man intimately, 
spare for yourselves. 19 And you, camp outside the camp seven days; whoever has 
killed any person and whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves, you and 
your captives, on the third day and on the seventh day. 20 You shall purify for 
yourselves every garment and every article of leather and all the work of goats’ 
hair, and all articles of wood.” (Numbers 31:15-20 NASB) 


The Midianites survived as a people, well into the times of the Book of Judges 
(Judges 7), when Gideon was called to war against them. God then prescribed the 
division of the spoils of war among the people (Numbers 31:25-54). The articles of 
value- gold, silver and jewelry- were to be used to memorialize those who fought 
and got this victory: “Then the officers who were over the thousands of the army, 
the captains of thousands and the captains of hundreds, approached Moses, 49 and 
they said to Moses, “Your servants have taken a census of men of war who are in 
our charge, and no man of us is missing. 50 So we have brought as an offering to 
the Lord what each man found, articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, signet rings, 
earrings and necklaces, to make atonement for ourselves before the Lord.” 51 
Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold from them, all kinds of wrought articles. 
52 All the gold of the offering which they offered up to the Lord, from the captains 
of thousands and the captains of hundreds, was 16,750 shekels. 53 The men of war 
had taken booty, every man for himself. 54 So Moses and Eleazar the priest took 
the gold from the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it to the tent 
of meeting as a memorial for the sons of Israel before the Lord.” (Numbers 31:48-54 
NASB) 


Is this picture of God- apparently vengeful and destructive- justified by the text or 
the history of these events? This important question, as well as many related to the 
nature of God revealed in the Hebrew Scriptures, has been discussed at some 
length by biblical scholars and theologians. In a particularly helpful reference 
(http://christianthinktank.com/midian.html), we find these summarizing words by 
Glenn Miller: “This action/atrocity by the Midianites is an intensely sordid and 
depressing tale, of greater scale than even that of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of 
greater anti-Hebrew malice and calculating treachery than even that of the 
Amalekites...The removal of this exact sub-culture (without impacting the Moabites 
or the rest of the Midianites—for good or ill), while mercifully sparing a very large 
number of innocent young girls, yet without sparing the guilty Israelites, seems 
neither cruel nor unfair nor unwarranted, given the horrendously dehumanizing 


character of this crime, and given the unavoidable consequences of conflict upon 
children in the ancient world...” 


February 27, 2019 Numbers 32-33 


Cross the Jordan? Why should we...? This was the question put to Moses (and God) 
as the people made their final approach into the Promised Land. The land of Gilead- 
east of the Jordan River- was nearly ideal for grazing livestock, which were 
abundant in the tribes of Reuben and Gad: “Now the sons of Reuben and the sons of 
Gad had an exceedingly large number of livestock. So when they saw the land of 
Jazer and the land of Gilead, that it was indeed a place suitable for livestock, 2 the 
sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben came and spoke to Moses and to Eleazar the 
priest and to the leaders of the congregation, saying, 3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, 
Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo and Beon, 4 the land which the Lord 
conquered before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your 
servants have livestock.” 5 They said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this 
land be given to your servants as a possession; do not take us across the Jordan.” 
(Numbers 32:1-5 NASB) 


There was a battle to be fought, and Moses made sure that the tribes wanting the 
land of Gilead would participate equally- or risk losing the protection of God’s 
covenant with them: “But Moses said to the sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben, 
“Shall your brothers go to war while you yourselves sit here? 7 Now why are you 
discouraging the sons of Israel from crossing over into the land which the Lord has 
given them? 8 This is what your fathers did when | sent them from Kadesh-barnea 
to see the land. 9 For when they went up to the valley of Eshcol and saw the /and, 
they discouraged the sons of Israel so that they did not go into the land which the 
Lord had given them. 10 So the Lord’s anger burned in that day, and He swore, 
saying, 11 ‘None of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty years old and 
upward, shall see the land which | swore to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob; for they 
did not follow Me fully, 12 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and 
Joshua the son of Nun, for they have followed the Lord fully.’ 13 So the Lord’s anger 
burned against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until 
the entire generation of those who had done evil in the sight of the Lord was 
destroyed. 14 Now behold, you have risen up in your fathers’ place, a brood of sinful 
men, to add still more to the burning anger of the Lord against Israel. 15 For if you 
turn away from following Him, He will once more abandon them in the wilderness, 
and you will destroy all these people.” (Numbers 32:6-15 NASB) 


The agreement was made- if the fighting men of these two tribes would join in the 
battle for the conquest of the Land, then God would grant their request. If not, they 
would be sinning against eh Lord (and their own people as well!): “So Moses said to 
them, “If you will do this, if you will arm yourselves before the Lord for the war, 21 
and all of you armed men cross over the Jordan before the Lord until He has driven 
His enemies out from before Him, 22 and the land is subdued before the Lord, then 
afterward you shall return and be free of obligation toward the Lord and toward 
Israel, and this land shall be yours for a possession before the Lord. 23 But if you 
will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will 


find you out. 24 Build yourselves cities for your little ones, and sheepfolds for your 
sheep, and do what you have promised.” 


25 The sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, “Your servants 
will do just as my lord commands. 26 Our little ones, our wives, our livestock and all 
our cattle shall remain there in the cities of Gilead; 27 while your servants, 
everyone who is armed for war, will cross over in the presence of the Lord to battle, 
just as my lord says.” (Numbers 32:20-27 NASB) 


Moses gave (allotted) them the land they desired- it was given to the tribes of Gad 
and Reuben and the “half tribe” of Manasseh: “So Moses gave to them, to the sons 
of Gad and to the sons of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Joseph’s son Manasseh, 
the kingdom of Sihon, king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og, the king of 
Bashan, the land with its cities with their territories, the cities of the surrounding 
land.” (Numbers 32:33 NASB) 


The entire journey from Egypt to the Promised Land is reviewed in Numbers 33. 

Bible scholars have had some difficulties tracing the 38+ year journey on a map. 
Perhaps the simplest map, and one that is most consistent with the Scripture, is 
presented below: 


2. Israel’s Exodus from Egypt and Entry into Canaan 
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(https://truthsnitch.com/the-holy-bible-tiffsnotes/numbers/chapter-33/ 
#sthash.3417Kms3.dpbs) 


On the website “hermeneutics”, this conclusion is made: “The conclusion is 
obvious. If we wish to defend the conventional location of Kadesh and exodus 
route then we will have to deal with the numerous difficulties that arise from it, 
and come up with some sort of explanation as to why the Israelites took such a 
complicated and twisted route. But if we accept Josephus’ tradition that Kadesh 
is in the Transjordan near Petra, then the exodus route makes more sense and 
so do the biblical verses.” 


(https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/33086/in-numbers-3334- 


39-what-is-the-correct-route-taken-by-the-israelites-to-the-pro?rq=1) 


Regardless of the exact map, or the exact number of years, the people 
wandered until all those who rejected God’s original plan to occupy the Land 
had dies off, and their children would then be the recipients of God’s covenant 
promise (Numbers 32:13). 


Now the time had come to divide the land, and the method used was to decide 
“by lots”: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan 
opposite Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When 


you cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all 
the inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their figured stones, 
and destroy all their molten images and demolish all their high places; 53 and 
you Shall take possession of the land and live in it, for | have given the land to 
you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the land by lot according to your families; 
to the larger you shall give more inheritance, and to the smaller you shall give 
less inheritance. Wherever the lot falls to anyone, that shall be his. You shall 


inherit according to the tribes of your fathers. 55 But if you do not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall come about that those 
whom you let remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and as thorns 
in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land in which you live. 56 And as | 
plan to do to them, so | will do to you.’” (Numbers 34:50-56 NASB) 


Notice the stern warning about driving out the inhabitants of the Land to be 
given over- they must be “driven out”. They represent the constant temptation 
to God’s people to follow other Gods, to forget God’s first commandment, and to 
lose their focus on the One who delivered them! (Numbers 34:55-56) 


February 28, 2019 Numbers 34-36 


The Land was to be apportioned, and God describes the boundaries of the land 
to be divided by lot. It is instructive to note those who had the honor of those 
who were appointed to perform this allotment: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 17 “These are the names of the men who shall apportion the land to you 
for inheritance: Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun. 18 You shall take 
one leader of every tribe to apportion the land for inheritance. 19 These are the 
names of the men: of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.” (Numbers 
34:16-19). 


We see the names Eleazar, son of Aaron, as ell as Joshua and Caleb- the two 
“spies” who believed that God would deliver the Canaanites into the hands of 
God’s people (Numbers 13:1-33). They stand as examples of faith in the 
goodness, power and deliverance of God- even when facing enormous obstacles 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Joshua-and-Caleb.html). As we will see, the 
courage, integrity and faith of Joshua were used by God to lead His people after 
the death of Moses. Truly, God can use anyone to accomplish His purposes. 
Sometimes His choice is the one that we would see as “best” as well! 


The Levites were then given cities- 48 in number- spread throughout the Land. 
Six of these cities were also “cities of refuge”, where an accused person could 
flee the revenge of those who had been wronged by the death of a family 
member: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the sons of Israel 
and say to them, ‘When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11 then 
you Shall select for yourselves cities to be your cities of refuge, that the 
manslayer who has killed any person unintentionally may flee there. 12 The 
cities shall be to you as a refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer will 
not die until he stands before the congregation for trial. 13 The cities which you 


are to give shall be your six cities of refuge. 14 You shall give three cities across 
the Jordan and three cities in the land of Canaan; they are to be cities of refuge. 
15 These six cities shall be for refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the alien and 
for the sojourner among them; that anyone who kills a person unintentionally 
may flee there.” (Numbers 35:9-15 NASB) These cities allowed for justice for 
one committing manslaughter, accidental or unintentional killing- and exempted 
those who fled into them from the law of blood vengeance 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cities_of Refuge). 


There were crimes, however, that were worthy of punishment of death: “/f 
anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of 
witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 
31 Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of 
death, but he shall surely be put to death. 32 You shall not take ransom for him 
who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to live in the land before 
the death of the priest. 33 So you shall not pollute the land in which you are; for 
blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood 
that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 34 You shall not defile 
the land in which you live, in the midst of which | dwell; for | the Lord am 
dwelling in the midst of the sons of Israel.’” (Numbers 35:30-34 NASB). The 
requirements that TWO witnesses agree to chargeable offenses is one of the 
many bases of our modern system of laws. 


Later, we will see that in Joshua 14 a description is given of the division of the 
land by tribes. In the prophesy of Ezekiel, the land is also divided in a “future or 
millennial Israel” (Ezekiel 47:13-14) 
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Divisions of Israel from Ezekiel 47 
March 1, 2019 Deuteronomy 1-2 


Deuteronomy summarizes and re-emphasizes many of the narratives and 
theological and doctrinal teachings of the first four books of the Torah (or 
Penteteuch). From the Quora website we see these words of explanations: “The 
Greek word DEUTERONOMION' which literally means 'Second law' or 'Repetition 
of the law' was that actual word written in the Septuagint. Literally it meant 
"Second Law" or "Repetition of the Law". So it was really a copy of the original 
law of Moses. 


However, it was not just a copy of the law of Moses, it was an explanation - a 
teaching of the law. Initially, the Israelites’ faith had not been strong enough to 
enter the promised land when they first had the chance. They therefore were 


compelled to lead a nomadic existence in the wilderness until Yahweh gave 
them permission to enter Canaan. This was on the bank of the Jordan river. 
Ahead of them was Jericho - a strongly fortified city - and Moses was not allowed 
to be there. Joshua would lead them. 


So it was before they crossed the Jordan that Moses explained the law, teaching 
them how to set up God's chosen nation in the land of milk and honey. The 
emphasis was on Moses TEACHING.the law - explaining it thoroughly so that it 
would make an impression on their hearts. They had the experience of the 40 
years of wandering, having to defend themselves from aggressive tribes, but 
also Heals the experience of being looked after by Jehovah through it all. " 


What-i is-the- meaning- of-Deuteronomy-Why-this-name-given-to-this-book) 


A younger generation that has survived the hardship of the desert wilderness 
and the wars against the hostile surrounding peoples has a need to hear the 
words of the Law (https://thebibleproject.com/explore/deuteronomy/). 


First, Moses recounts the difficulties in managing and leading this “unruly herd” 
through their travels, and God’s direction to appoint leaders from among those 
gifted to lead in the tribes: “7hese are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel 
across the Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran 
and Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and Dizahab. 2 It is eleven days’ journey 
from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. 3 In the fortieth year, on 
the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the children of Israel, 
according to all that the Lord had commanded him to give to them, 4 after he 
had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og the 
king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth and Edrei. 5 Across the Jordan in the land 
of Moab, Moses undertook to expound this law, saying, 


6 “The Lord our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying, ‘You have stayed long enough 
at this mountain. 7 Turn and set your journey, and go to the hill country of the 
Amorites, and to all their neighbors in the Arabah, in the hill country and in the 
lowland and in the Negev and by the seacoast, the land of the Canaanites, and 
Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. 8 See, | have placed the 
land before you; go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to give to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and their descendants after 
them.’ 


9 “| spoke to you at that time, saying, ‘1am not able to bear the burden of you 
alone. 10 The Lord your God has multiplied you, and behold, you are this day 
like the stars of heaven in number. 11 May the Lord, the God of your fathers, 
increase you a thousanda-fold more than you are and bless you, just as He has 
promised you! 12 How can | alone bear the load and burden of you and your 
strife? 13 Choose wise and discerning and experienced men from your tribes, 
and | will appoint them as your heads.’ 14 You answered me and said, ‘The thing 
which you have said to do is good.’ 15 So | took the heads of your tribes, wise 


and experienced men, and appointed them heads over you, leaders of 
thousands and of hundreds, of fifties and of tens, and officers for your tribes. 


16 “Then I charged your judges at that time, saying, ‘Hear the cases between 
your fellow countrymen, and judge righteously between a man and his fellow 
countryman, or the alien who is with him. 17 You shall not show partiality in 
Judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not fear man, 
for the judgment Is God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to 
me, and / will hear it.’ 18 | commanded you at that time all the things that you 
should do.” (Deuteronomy 1:1-18 NASB) 


Moses then reminds them of their failure to trust God for deliverance and 
victory, as they refused to enter the Promised Land. They were fearful because 
of the reports of ten of the twelve “spies”, ignoring the pleading of Joshua and 
Caleb to trust God for victory: “Then the Lord heard the sound of your words, 
and He was angry and took an oath, saying, 35 ‘Not one of these men, this evil 
generation, shall see the good land which | swore to give your fathers, 36 except 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and to his sons | will give 
the land on which he has set foot, because he has followed the Lord fully.’ 37 
The Lord was angry with me also on your account, saying, ‘Not even you shall 
enter there. 38 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall enter 
there; encourage him, for he will cause Israel to inherit it. 39 Moreover, your 
little ones who you said would become a prey, and your sons, who this day have 
no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and | will give it to them and 
they shall possess it. 40 But as for you, turn around and set out for the 
wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.’ (Deuteronomy 1:34-40 NASB) 


The fickle and “stiff necked” (Exodus 32:9; 33:3; Deuteronomy 9:6; 2 Chronicles 
36:13; Jeremiah 17:23) people then decided to take matters into their own 
hands, and fight against the inhabitants of Canaan without God’s protection, and 
the result was both predictable and tragic: “ Then you said to me, ‘We have 
sinned against the LorD; we will indeed go up and fight, just as the LORD our God 
commanded us.’ And every man of you girded on his weapons of war, and regarded 
it as easy to go up into the hill country. #2 And the LorD said to me, ‘Say to them, 

“Do not go up nor fight, for! am not among you; otherwise you will be “defeated 
before your enemies.”’ # So | spoke to you, but you would not listen. Instead you 
rebelled against the “command of the LorbD, and acted presumptuously and went up 
into the hill country. “ 

you and chased you as bees do, and crushed you from Seir to Hormah. * Then you 
returned and wept before the Lorp; but the LorbD did not listen to your voice nor 
give ear to you. *“°So you remained in Kadesh many days, “ithe days that you 

spent there.” (Deuteronomy 1:39-46 NASB) 


Moses then recounts several of the times that God advised His people not to “go up 
against” or fight with several of the peoples they would encounter along their 40 


year journey. These people possessed land that God had not set aside for His 
people, so there would be nothing to gain by warring with them. “Pick your fights” 
is good advice anytime! The Bible relates the various peoples that were not to be 
fought with: 1) the “sons of Esau “ in Seir (Deut. 2:4-7); 2) Moab (Deut 2:9-13); 3) 
the Ammonites (Deut 2:17-25). 


Even though God had promised that the peoples opposing them would be in fear 
and trembling” as they passed through these foreign lands, the people (and the 
king) of Sihon apparently didn’t “get the Memo” or at least did not take heed of it. 
They resisted the peaceful offers of God’s people to simply “pass through” and pay 
for the provisions that they needed. Instead, these people went to war against the 
people of God and were soundly defeated: “So / sent messengers from the 
wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbon with words of peace, saying, 27 
‘Let me pass through your land, | will travel only on the highway; | will not turn 
aside to the right or to the left. 28 You will sell me food for money so that | may eat, 
and give me water for money so that | may drink, only let me pass through on foot, 
29 just as the sons of Esau who live in Seir and the Moabites who live in Ar did for 
me, until | cross over the Jordan into the land which the Lord our God is giving to 
us.’ 30 But Sihon king of Heshbon was not willing for us to pass through his land; for 
the Lord your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in order to 
deliver him into your hand, as he is today. 31 The Lord said to me, ‘See, | have 
begun to deliver Sihon and his land over to you. Begin to occupy, that you may 
possess his land.’ 


32 “Then Sihon with all his people came out to meet us in battle at Jahaz. 33 The 


his people. 34 So we captured all his cities at that time and utterly destroyed the 
men, women and children of every city. We left no survivor. 35 We took only the 
animals as our booty and the spoil of the cities which we had captured. 36 From 
Aroer which is on the edge of the valley of Arnon and from the city which is in the 
valley, even to Gilead, there was no city that was too high for us; the Lord our God 
delivered all over to us. 37 Only you did not go near to the land of the sons of 
Ammon, all along the river Jabbok and the cities of the hill country, and wherever 
the Lord our God had commanded us.” (Deuteronomy 2:26-37 NASB) 


The Sihon Confrontation 


https://messianicevangelicals.wordpress.com/2015/10/01/sukkot-iv-2015-the- 


sihon-confrontation/ 
March 2, 2019 Deuteronomy 3-4 


A list of those conquered and “totally destroyed” is made in Deuteronomy 3, 
from Og (sixty cities), and the “two kings of the Amorites” (Deuteronomy 3:1-11) 
. There seems to be boasting about the size of the iron bed of Og, which was 
nine cubits lone and four cubits wide (verse 11)! One again, the story of Moses 
“pleading” to enter the Land is related, but God denies entrance to Moses 
(Deuteronomy 3:23-29). Joshua is to be the one appointed to enter the Land 
and lead the people into it. The Bible puts it this way: “/ also pleaded with the 
Lord at that time, saying, 24 ‘O Lord God, You have begun to show Your servant 
Your greatness and Your strong hand; for what god is there in heaven or on 
earth who can do such works and mighty acts as Yours? 25 Let me, | pray, cross 
over and see the fair land that is beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and 
Lebanon.’ 26 But the Lord was angry with me on your account, and would not 
listen to me; and the Lord said to me, ‘Enough! Speak to Me no more of this 
matter. 27 Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes to the west and north 
and south and east, and see it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this 
Jordan. 28 But charge Joshua and encourage him and strengthen him, for he 
shall go across at the head of this people, and he will give them as an 
inheritance the land which you will see.’ 29 So we remained in the valley 
opposite Beth-peor.” (Deuteronomy 3:23-29 NASB) 


The commentary is helpful here 
(https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/deuteronomy-3.html). This was 
an historic conquest, and opened up most of the Trans Jordan to God’s people. 
Archaeology supports the description of the walled cities here, and suggests 
that the people that were conquered were of great stature. What a testimony to 
the power of God! The battle really is the Lord’s (2 Chron 20:15; Eph 6:12; 1 
Sam 17:47) 


The “Reader’s Digest” version of Deuteronomy 4 is “Don’t forget the Law, or the 
God who gave it to you”. Moses was aware, and knew from a vast body of 
experience, that God’s people had very short memories “what have you done 
for me/us lately” and conveniently forget the mighty acts of God that had 
protected, nurtured, and forgiven them as they wandered for 40 years. This was 
a struggle that Jesus had- and perhaps the source of the temptation of Satan in 
Jesus’ wilderness to be a “miracle worker” and attract people with an endless 
series of miracles of healing, bread, and seemingly impossible feats (walking on 
water, for example). The time of testing had been completed- 40 years for the 
Hebrew people, forty days for the Lord of Life. The temptations were- and still 
are- very real. We must stay close to God- through prayer, study of Scripture, 
fellowship with believers, hearing the Word preached, or we too will be at peril 
to our “natural self” which prefers to be Lord instead of the true Lord! 


Moses teaches and reminds the people of the great truths and experiences that 
God has shared with them on their journey: “/ndeed, ask now concerning the 
former days which were before you, since the day that God created man on the 
earth, and inquire from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything been 
done like this great thing, or has anything been heard like it? 33 Has any people 
heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you have heard it, 
and survived? 34 Or has a god tried to go to take for himself a nation from 
within another nation by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a 
mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great terrors, as the Lord your 
God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 To you it was shown that you 
might know that the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him. 36 Out of 
the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline you; and on earth He let you 
see His great fire, and you heard His words from the midst of the fire. 37 
Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after 
them. And He personally brought you from Egypt by His great power, 38 driving 
out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in and 
to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is today. 39 Know therefore today, 
and take it to your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the 
earth below; there is no other. 40 So you shall keep His statutes and His 
commandments which | am giving you today, that it may go well with you and 
with your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you for all time.” (Deuteronomy 4:32-40 NASB) 


The Law, given by God Himself, is to be remembered, honored, and taken as the 
source of guidance: “Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so 
that you do not forget the things which your eyes have seen and they do not 
depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make them known to your 
sons and your grandsons. 10 Remember the day you stood before the Lord your 
God at Horeb, when the Lord said to me, ‘Assemble the people to Me, that | may 
let them hear My words so they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on 
the earth, and that they may teach their children.’ 11 You came near and stood 
at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire to the very heart 
of the heavens: darkness, cloud and thick gloom. 12 Then the Lord spoke to you 
from the midst of the fire; you heard the sound of words, but you saw no form— 
only a voice. 13 So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you 
to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on two tablets 
of stone. 14 The Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and 
judgments, that you might perform them in the land where you are going over 
to possess it.” (Deuteronomy 4:9-14 NASB) 


March 3, 2019 Deuteronomy 5-7 


When the Bible repeats something, it is almost always an indication that we 
should listen carefully, and take to heart whatever is repeated- God apparently 
wants to be sure that we “get it”! Such is the case with the ten commandments 
given to Moses on Sinai. These key guidelines. Commands and teachings are 
repeated almost exactly as they were in Exodus. The Scripture says: Then 
Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: 


“Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which | am speaking today in 
your hearing, that you may learn them and observe them carefully. 2 The Lord 
our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 3 The Lord did not make this 
covenant with our fathers, but with us, with all those of us alive here today. 4 
The Lord spoke to you face to face at the mountain from the midst of the fire, 5 
while | was standing between the Lord and you at that time, to declare to you 
the word of the Lord; for you were afraid because of the fire and did not go up 
the mountain. He said, 


6 ‘1am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 


7 ‘You Shall have no other gods before Me. 


8 ‘You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 9 You shall not 
worship them or serve them, for |, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth 
generations of those who hate Me, 10 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, 
to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 


11 ‘You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will 
not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 


12 ‘Observe the sabbath day to keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded 
you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is 
a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son 
or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant or your ox or your 
donkey or any of your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you, so that your 
male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15 You shall 
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God 
brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; 
therefore the Lord your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day. 


16 ‘Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded 
you, that your days may be prolonged and that it may go well with you on the 
land which the Lord your God gives you. 


17 ‘You shall not murder. 

18 ‘You shall not commit adultery. 

19 ‘You shall not steal. 

20 ‘You Shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 


21 ‘You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, and you shall not desire your 
neighbor’s house, his field or his male servant or his female servant, his ox or 
his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.’ (Deuteronomy 5:1-21 
NASB) 


Again, first things first! If we truly love God, and have Him in the center of our 
lives, and live for Him alone, then our lives will be aligned with His will. Jesus, 
when questioned as to the “greatest commandment”, gave the following 
teaching: “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. [38] This is the first and great 
commandment. [39] And the second Is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. [40] On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40 KJV) 


God's people, in the awe and excitement of the moment and having seen the 
“consuming fire” of God Himself, promised to hear and to follow whatever God 
would reveal and teach to Moses: “Go near and hear all that the Lord our God 
says, then speak to us all that the Lord our God speaks to you, and we will hear 
and do it.’ (Deuteronomy 5:27 NASB). Moses assured them that following God’s 
plan and following His lead would result in prosperity, peace and a good life for 
all of them: “So you shall observe to do just as the Lord your God has 
commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right or to the left. 33 You shall 
walk in all the way which the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may 


live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the 
land which you will possess.” (Deuteronomy 5:32-33 NASB) 


Moses explain further the benefits of living a life centered on God, following His 


lead and guidance: “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the 
might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it, 2 so that you 


and your son and your grandson might fear the Lord your God, to keep all His 
statutes and His commandments which | command you, all the days of your life, 
and that your days may be prolonged. 3 O Israel, you should listen and be 
careful to do it, that it may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly, 
just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing 
with milk and honey. (Deuteronomy 6:1-3 NASB) 


The people are reminded that they must not only hear the words of God, but 
“do” these things as well. The Scriptures make it clear that it is obedience that 
matters with God. James reminds us of that truth: “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the 
word but does not do what it says Is like someone who looks at his face in a 
mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what 
he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it 
—they will be blessed in what they do.” (James 1:22-25 NIV) 


For a wonderful lesson on this passage, please see 


(https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-7-doers-word-james-122-27). 


We then come to the wonderful teaching in Deuteronomy 6:4-25, called the 
“Shema”. The words “Shema Ylsra’el” in Hebrew means “Hear O Israel”. One 
helpful reference among many is (http://www.jewfag.org/shemaref.htm). This 
reference states: “The Shema is one of only two prayers that are specifically 
commanded in Torah (the other is Birkat Ha-Mazon -- grace after meals). It is the 
oldest fixed daily prayer in Judaism, recited morning and night since ancient 
times. It consists of three biblical passages, two of which specifically say to 
speak of these things "when you lie down and when you rise up." 


This beautiful passage is not only a teaching to God’s people as to the central 
beliefs about God, but a reminder to repeat, recite, see and be totally engaged 
in God Himself. When children inevitably ask why these commands and 
teachings are so important, the reminder should be given: “When your son asks 
you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the testimonies and the statutes and the 
judgments mean which the Lorp our God commanded you?’ 71 then you shall say to 
your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LorD brought us from Egypt 
with a mighty hand. ?? Moreover, the LorD showed great and distressing signs and 
wonders before our eyes against Egypt, Pharaoh and all his household; 73 He 
brought us out from there in order to bring us in, to give us the land which He had 
sworn to our fathers.’ 74 So the LoRD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to 


fear the LorD our God for our good always and for our survival, as it is today. 7° It 
will be righteousness for us if we “are careful to observe all this commandment 
before the LoRD our God, just as He commanded us.” (Deuteronomy 6:20-25 NASB) 


Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16 in answer to Satan’s temptation while Jesus fasted 
in the wilderness: “You shal/ not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested 
Him at Massah.” 


‘Christ in the Wilderness’, 1898, by Briton Riviere 


The following chapter in Deuteronomy centers on two themes- warnings and 
promises. We who follow God’s leading and are in His family by adoption live a 
spiritual life that falls between the extreme of obedience and disobedience, 

between enjoying God’s blessing and realizing the consequences of our own 
disobedience. We as individuals need to read, learn and be blessed by the truth of 
these words directed at a people. First the warnings: “When the Lord your God 
brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and clears away many 
nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations 
greater and stronger than you, 2 and when the Lord your God delivers them before 
you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no 
covenant with them and show no favor to them. 3 Furthermore, you shall not 
intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you 
take their daughters for your sons. 4 For they will turn your sons away from 
following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against 
you and He will quickly destroy you. 5 But thus you shall do to them: you shall tear 
down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and 
burn their graven images with fire. 6 For you are a holy people to the Lord your 
God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of 
all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 


7 


number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but 
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, 
the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord 
your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His 
lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments; 10 but repays those who hate Him to their faces, to destroy them; 
He will not delay with him who hates Him, He will repay him to his face. 11 
Therefore, you shall keep the commandment and the statutes and the judgments 
which |am commanding you today, to do them.” (Deuteronomy 7:1-11 NASB). 


The people are not to intermarry, make covenants with, or allow your children to 
intermarry with the pagan peoples in that region. The result of this is departure 
form God, adoption of “other Gods” and a loss of focus and identity as God’s 
people. The people are reminded that God did not choose them because they were 
“great in number” but because He chose to love you and make these people into 
His people (verse 7). The conclusion is that these “called out” people should “keep 
the commandments”! (verse 11) 


As awful as the consequences for disobedience are, the resulting blessing for 
obedience is greater: “Then it shall come about, because you listen to these 
judgments and keep and do them, that the Lord your God will keep with you His 
covenant and His lovingkindness which He swore to your forefathers. 13 He will love 
you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and 
the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of 
your herd and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to your 
forefathers to give you. 14 You shall be blessed above all peoples; there will be no 
male or female barren among you or among your cattle. 15 The Lord will remove 
from you all sickness; and He will not put on you any of the harmful diseases of 
Egypt which you have known, but He will lay them on all who hate you. 16 You shall 
consume all the peoples whom the Lord your God will deliver to you; your eye shall 
not pity them, nor shall you serve their gods, for that would be a snare to you.” 
(Deuteronomy 7:12-16 NASB) 


March 4, 2019 Deuteronomy 8-10 


God through Moses reminded His people of the care and nurture that he had given 
to them. His grace allowed them to survive- and even thrive- in the desert during 
their forty years of wandering. The lesson is waiting is often a lesson in deepening 
of commitment, of discovering new aspects of the binding relationship that God had 
entered into with His people. God promised- and delivered- the Land to them, but 
they were required to wait! The Bible says: “A// the commandments that |!am 
commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, 
and go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to give to your forefathers. 2 
You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the 
wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what 
was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3 He 


humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not 
know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man 
does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the 
mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell 
these forty years. 5 Thus you are to know in your heart that the Lord your God was 
disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son. 6 Therefore, you shall keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. 7 For the 
Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains and springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and 
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a 
land where you will eat food without scarcity, in which you will not lack anything; a 
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 When you 
have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land 
which He has given you.” (Deuteronomy 8:1-10 NASB) 


It is important to see the grace-and gracious provision- of the Lord, but it is also 
important to realize the consequences of disobedience. God reminds His people: 
“Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His 
commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which |am commanding you 
today; 12 otherwise, when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good 
houses and lived in them, 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and 
your silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, 14 then your heart 
will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out from 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” (Deuteronomy 8:11-14 NASB). God 
knew all too well how His people would receive blessings, become proud and self- 
serving, and forget the source of their blessings. We, too, forget and become 
pridefully boastful and entitled, leaving behind our reverence, worship and awe of 
our Creator. God then reaches out to us and tries every way imaginable to reclaim 
us. How many times has He reached out to me, to awaken me from my sinful 
slumber and self righteousness! 


God humbled His people, as He does to us his people today: “/n the wilderness He 
fed you manna which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that 
He might test you, to do good for you in the end. 17 Otherwise, you may say in your 
heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ 18 But you 
shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make 
wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is 
this day. 19 It shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your God and go after 
other gods and serve them and worship them, | testify against you today that you 
will surely perish. 20 Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before you, so 
you Shall perish; because you would not listen to the voice of the Lord your God.” 
(Deuteronomy 8:16-20 NASB) 


Moses reminds the people that it was not their righteousness that caused God to 
drive out their enemies and allow them to possess the Land of Promise. God knew 
very well the stubbornness and “stiff necked” nature of His people. God was doing 
these amazing and mighty acts to keep His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob: “Do not say in your heart when the Lord your God has driven them out before 


you, ‘Because of my righteousness the Lord has brought me in to possess this land,’ 
but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is dispossessing 
them before you. 5 It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your 
heart that you are going to possess their land, but it is because of the wickedness of 
these nations that the Lord your God is driving them out before you, in order to 
confirm the oath which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 


6 “Know, then, it is not because of your righteousness that the Lord your God is 
giving you this good land to possess, for you are a stubborn people. 7 Remember, 
do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness; from 
the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this place, you have been 
rebellious against the Lord. 8 Even at Horeb you provoked the Lord to wrath, and 
the Lord was so angry with you that He would have destroyed you.” (Deuternomy 
9:4-8 NASB). 


Moses also reminds the people of the many times that they provoked God with their 
disobedience, grumbling and turning to “other gods”- memorable, to the golden 
calf: “When | went up to the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of 
the covenant which the Lord had made with you, then | remained on the mountain 
forty days and nights; | neither ate bread nor drank water. 10 The Lord gave me the 
two tablets of stone written by the finger of God; and on them were all the words 
which the Lord had spoken with you at the mountain from the midst of the fire on 
the day of the assembly. 11 It came about at the end of forty days and nights that 
the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. 12 Then the 
Lord said to me, ‘Arise, go down from here quickly, for your people whom you 
brought out of Egypt have acted corruptly. They have quickly turned aside from the 
way which | commanded them; they have made a molten image for themselves.’ 13 


(Deuteronomy 9:9-14 NASB). 


Only when Moses pled to God not to destroy His people did God’s anger subside, 
and He relented from destruction. This was, of course, not the only time that God’s 
people angered Him along the ways of their years of wandering. Moses reminds 
them of these times, and dramatically describes the anger of God against His own 
people: “Again at Taberah and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked 
the Lord to wrath. 23 When the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up 
and possess the land which | have given you,’ then you rebelled against the 
command of the Lord your God; you neither believed Him nor listened to His voice. 
24 You have been rebellious against the Lord from the day | knew you. 


25 “So! fell down before the Lord the forty days and nights, which | did because the 
Lord had said He would destroy you. 26 | prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord God, 
do not destroy Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You have redeemed 
through Your greatness, whom You have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
27 Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not look at the 
stubbornness of this people or at their wickedness or their sin. 28 Otherwise the 


land from which You brought us may say, “Because the Lord was not able to bring 
them into the land which He had promised them and because He hated them He 
has brought them out to slay them in the wilderness.” 29 Yet they are Your people, 
even Your inheritance, whom You have brought out by Your great power and Your 
outstretched arm.’ (Deuteronomy 9:22-29 NASB). Only when Moses fell down 
before God and prayer for forty days, and reminded God of His reputation among 
the peoples of the earth, did God relent from destruction. God certainly had the 
right to “make of you (Moses) a nation mightier and greater than they” (verse 14), 
but seemed to listen to Moses’ pleading and allow His people to continue to live, 
grow and inhabit the Land of Promise. 


Does this mean that God “changes His mind” or that he learns and adapts from the 
situations that His (Somewhat unpredictable?) creatures make for Him? For a 


wonderful discussion of this, please see (https://www.gotquestions.org/God-change- 
mind.html). 


Moses then reminds the people that the tablets of stone on which God wrote the 
commandments, and that had been broken by Moses in anger and broken 
heartedness at the rebellion of his people, were remade by God himself and put into 
the Ark: “At that time the Lord said to me, ‘Cut out for yourself two tablets of stone 
like the former ones, and come up to Me on the mountain, and make an ark of wood 
for yourself. 2 | will write on the tablets the words that were on the former tablets 
which you shattered, and you shall put them in the ark.’ 3 So | made an ark of 
acacia wood and cut out two tablets of stone like the former ones, and went up on 
the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4 He wrote on the tablets, like the 
former writing, the Ten Commandments which the Lord had spoken to you on the 
mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly; and the Lord gave 
them to me. 5 Then / turned and came down from the mountain and put the tablets 
in the ark which | had made; and there they are, as the Lord commanded me.” 
(Deuteronomy 10:1-5). 


The people are again reminded and warned that as they enter the Land, they are to 
remember the God who made all this come to pass, and to honor Him with their 
lives: “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the 
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the Lord’s commandments 
and His statutes which |am commanding you today for your good? 14 Behold, to 
the Lord your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is 
in it. 15 Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He 
chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day. 16 

. 17 For the Lord your God 
is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome 
God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. 18 He executes justice for the 
orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and 
clothing. 19 So show your love for the alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 
20 You shall fear the Lord your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and you 
shall swear by His name. 21 He is your praise and He is your God, who has done 
these great and awesome things for you which your eyes have seen. 22 Your 


fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons in all, and now the Lord your God has 
made you as numerous as the stars of heaven.” (Deuteronomy 10: 12-22 NASB). 


Moses pleads with them to “circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer” 
(verse 16). What a wonderful reminder to us as well, for we often grieve God with 
our stubborn and rebellious disobedience. Praise to Him who loves, repairs, 
redeems and forgives even us! 


March 5, 2019 Deuteronomy 11-13 


What are the rewards of following God’s commands, living entirely for Him, 
and loving and worshiping Him? Besides the spiritual riches, besides that 
peace, joy, and deep meaning God provides to His faithful children, there are 
many other rewards as well. Things just “work better”, and we have a 
shelter and a refuge from the inevitable storms of every life. Moses 
reminded the people of God’s blessings for faithful obedience: “You shall 
therefore keep every commandment which |am commanding you today, so 
that you may be strong and go in and possess the land into which you are 
about to cross to possess it; °so that you may prolong your days on the land 
which the LoRD swore to your fathers to give to them and to 

their «descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. ” For the land, into 
which you are entering to possess it, is not like the land of Egypt from which 
you came, where you used to sow your seed and water it with your “foot like 
a vegetable garden. # But the land into which you are about to cross to 
possess it, a land of hills and valleys, drinks water from the rain of 

heaven, # a land for which the LorD your God cares; the eyes of 

the LoRD your God are always on it, from the “beginning even to the end of 
the year. 


23 “It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which | 
am commanding you today, to love the LORD your God and to serve Him with 
all your heart and all your soul, * that “He will give the rain for your land in its 
season, the early and late rain, that you may gather in your grain and your 
new wine and your oil. ¥“He will give grass in your fields for your cattle, 

and you will eat and be satisfied.**™Beware that your hearts are not 
deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other gods and worship 
them. ” Or the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and He will shut 
up the heavens so that there will be no rain and the ground will not yield its 


fruit; and you will perish quickly from the good land which the LORD Is giving 
you.” (Deuteronomy 11:8-17 NASB) 


Just as Moses instructed the people to keep God’s Word “close to them”, to 
(literally) bind these words to their foreheads, to their hands, and that these 
Words be taught and meditated on (as in Deuteronomy 6), the Words 
themselves carry both a “blessing and a curse”: “You shall therefore impress 
these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and you shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 19 
You shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when 
you rise up. 20 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates, 21 so that your days and the days of your sons may be multiplied 
on the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the 
heavens remain above the earth. 22 For if you are careful to keep all this 
commandment which |am commanding you to do, to love the Lord your 
God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him, 23 then the Lord will drive 
out all these nations from before you, and you will dispossess nations greater 
and mightier than you. 24 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads 
shall be yours; your border will be from the wilderness to Lebanon, and from 
the river, the river Euphrates, as far as the western sea. 25 No man will be 
able to stand before you; the Lord your God will lay the dread of you and the 
fear of you on all the land on which you set foot, as He has spoken to you. 


26 “See, |!am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27 the 
blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which | 
am commanding you today; 28 and the curse, if you do not listen to the 
commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way which | 
am commanding you today, by following other gods which you have not 
known.” (Deuteronomy 11:18-28 NASB quoting Deuteronomy 6) 


The capstone of this teaching was that the people would enter and take 
possession of the Land of Promise, fulfilling God’s covenant promise to them. 
They were now many in number- they had started with a modest number of 
seventy entering Egypt, and now the multitudes would receive their 
blessings- IF they were obedient. God promises blessings to us, countless 


and inexhaustible riches, but many times our receiving them is conditional 
on obedience! 


Chapter 12 of Deuteronomy, a list of the sacramental practices, rules and 
regulations, has the main purpose of reinforcing and teaching one of the key 
Commandments, the third, in which we are to keep God’s name “holy”- 
separate, set apart, and exalted above all names. For a wonderful 
exploration of this theme please see (https://kenbible.com/2015/03/19/keep- 
gods-name-holy/). Our religious ceremony is but a small part of this 
recognition of the special quality, and the inexhaustible meaning, of this 
Name. The warning given at the end of Deuteronomy 12 is fitting and is a 
logical conclusion to this sacramental prescription, for the people, once they 
forgot the importance of God, and Him alone, would then be tempted to 
“follow other gods” that they had not known: “When the Lord your God cuts 
off before you the nations which you are going in to dispossess, and you 
dispossess them and dwell in their land, 30 beware that you are not 
ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed before you, and that you 
do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How do these nations serve their 
gods, that | also may do likewise?’ 31 You shall not behave thus toward the 
Lord your God, for every abominable act which the Lord hates they have 
done for their gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to 
their gods. 32 “Whatever |! command you, you Shall be careful to do; you 
shall not add to nor take away from it.” (Deuteronomy 12:29-32 NASB) 


Those who handle Scripture carelessly, or stand in judgment of it, or who 
wish to erase or ignore parts of it that seem “unreasonable”, should pay 
particular attention to verse 32. As is stated in the Scripture itself 
(Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18-19) We stand in judgment of God’s 
Word at our great peril! 


It was (and is) not sufficient to only acknowledge the truth of God’s warnings 
against idolatry, it is incumbent upon God’s people to remove themselves as 
completely as possible from the “siren songs” that lead us away from God 
and into the murky waters of divided obedience. Surely it was tempting to 
follow the gods “that you had not known” which were worshiped by the 
pagan peoples living near God’s people. Maybe we should “hedge our bets” 


for a good crop this year by paying tribute to the “god” of harvest? Maybe 
God didn’t “really mean” that we shouldn’t intermarry pagans and adopt 
their ways...? The penalties prescribed in Deuteronomy 13 seem (and are) 
harsh by the standards of today. The prophet who leads the people to 
worship other gods is to be destroyed, not followed. Even a family member 
is to be put to death if they are guilty of this practice, or entice others into 
the practice of “divided worship”: 


“lf your brother, your mother’s son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you 
cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, 
‘Let us go and serve other gods’ (whom neither you nor your fathers have 
known, 7 of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far 
from you, from one end of the earth to the other end), 8 you shall not yield 
to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or 
conceal him. 9 But you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against 
him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. 10 So you 
shall stone him to death because he has sought to seduce you from the Lord 
your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. 11 Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and will never again do 
such a wicked thing among you.” (Deuteronomy 13:6-11 NASB) 


Those who practice pagan worship are to be destroyed, even to the extent of 
the destruction of an entire city: “/f you hear in one of your cities, which the 
Lord your God is giving you to live in, anyone saying that 13 some worthless 
men have gone out from among you and have seduced the inhabitants of 
their city, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods’ (whom you have not 
known), 14 then you shall investigate and search out and inquire thoroughly. 
If it is true and the matter established that this abomination has been done 
among you, 15 you shall surely strike the inhabitants of that city with the 
edge of the sword, utterly destroying it and all that is in it and its cattle with 
the edge of the sword. 16 Then you shall gather all its booty into the middle 
of its open square and burn the city and all its booty with fire as a whole 
burnt offering to the Lord your God; and it shall be a ruin forever. It shall 
never be rebuilt. 17 Nothing from that which is put under the ban shall cling 
to your hand, in order that the Lord may turn from His burning anger and 
show mercy to you, and have compassion on you and make you increase, 


just as He has sworn to your fathers, 18 if you will listen to the voice of the 
Lord your God, keeping all His commandments which | am commanding you 
today, and doing what is right in the sight of the Lord your God.” 
(Deuteronomy 13:12-18 NASB) 


The commentary is very helpful here (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/deuteronomy-13/). In this reference, we find these helpful 
words: “But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death” 
(Deuteronomy 13:5): Ancient Israel was a unique situation, where the civil 
government was also directly appointed by God and charged with 
maintaining spiritual order as well as civil order. Therefore, such heresy and 
deception were capital crimes - punishable by execution. i. For many 
centuries, when the church held political power, it often exercised this 
penalty also. Heretics were often given over to the civil government for 
execution. Trapp writes in the mid seventeenth century, “This power is still in 
the Christian magistrate, to inflict capital punishment on gross heretics.” 


ii. While we admire their priorities (they judged it much more serious for a 
heretic to kill men’s eternal souls than to kill their temporal bodies), they 
were ignorant of an important principle of Jesus’ kingdom in contrast to the 
ancient kingdom of Israel: Jesus declared that His kingdom was not of this 
world (John 18:36), while the kingdom of Israel was very much of this world. 
Never before or since has God appointed such a kingdom as Israel to be His 
nation in this world as He appointed ancient Israel, so it would be wrong for 
us to execute heretics today.” 


The commentary ends its treatment of Deuteronomy 13 with this 
summarizing statement: “This chapter asks an important question: What 
would it take to lead you away from God? Would signs and wonders do it? 
What if your mate forsook God, or all of your friends? What if culture, or 
nationalism, or ethnic ties called you away from Jesus? We must never allow 
such ties to come before our bond to Jesus. We must decide, as the song 
says, “Though none go with me, still | will follow.” 


*YOU SHALL WALK AFTER THE LORD 
YOUR GOD AND FEAR HIM AND KEEP 
HiS COMMANDMENTS AND OBEY 
HIS VOICE, AND YOU SHALL SERVE 
HIM AND HOLD FAST TO HIM.: 
DEUTERONOMY 13:4 


March 6, 2019 Deuteronomy 14-16 


Divided hoof or chews cud, and fish with scales and fins- why these animals 
as “clean” and not all of God’s creation? In the vision of Peter in Acts 10:9- 
16 we see God commanding Peter to treat all animals as “clean”, and in 
Genesis we see repeatedly that God declares all His creation as “good”. 
Some scholars interpret Deuteronomy 14:3-21 as a prohibition meant to 
steer the people away from animals that are scavengers or that carry 
disease. In the absence of preservation techniques such as cooling or 
freezing, only freshly killed animals could be safely eaten. For a detailed 
discussion of these and related issues, please see: 
(https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/8846735/wwilkenfeld.html? 
sequence=2GisAllowed=y) 


A vegetarian diet, consistent with Genesis 1:29-30, is still practiced by many 
Christians today. “God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 


shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has 
the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.” 
(Genesis 1:29-30 MEV). Some argue that the “old covenant”, including 
dietary laws, has been replaced by the “new” and these dietary restrictions 
are no longer required. The text in Acts 10 is sometimes used to justify 
eating any animal : “About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw ina 
vision an angel of God who had just come in and said to him, “Cornelius!” 4 
And fixing his gaze on him and being much alarmed, he said, “What is it, 
Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. 5 Now dispatch some men to Joppa and send for a 
man named Simon, who is also called Peter; 6 he is staying with a tanner 
named Simon, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who was 
speaking to him had left, he summoned two of his servants and a devout 
soldier of those who were his personal attendants, 8 and after he had 
explained everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. 


9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter 
went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became 
hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he 
fell into a trance; 11 and he *saw the sky opened up, and an object like a 
great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, 12 and 
there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the 
earth and birds of the air. 13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and 
eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for | have never eaten anything 
unholy and unclean.” 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What 
God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 16 This happened three 
times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.” (Acts 10:3-16 
NASB). Some scholars point out (correctly) that this text is an illustration or 
“parable” about the “cleanness” of the Gentiles, since Peter is about to meet with 
Cornelius and is told to accept him as a Christian in equal standing with a Jewish 
Christian. It is clear that God is emphasizing this point, sine it is repeated “three 
times”! 


Others point out that in Mark 7:14-15, Jesus Himself is removing all dietary 
restrictions: “After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to them, 


“Listen to Me, all of you, and understand: 15 there is nothing outside the man which 
can defile him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are 
what defile the man.” (NASB) For a detailed discussion of this issue, please 
see also ( : | 


Moses then emphasizes the rules and expectations concerning the tithe: “You shal/ 
surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out of the field every 
year. 23 You shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God, at the place where He 
chooses to establish His name, the tithe of your grain, your new wine, your oil, and 
the firstborn of your herd and your flock, so that you may learn to fear the Lord your 
God always. 24 If the distance is so great for you that you are not able to bring the 
tithe, since the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His name is too far 
away from you when the Lord your God blesses you, 25 then you shall exchange it 
for money, and bind the money in your hand and go to the place which the Lord 
your God chooses. 26 You may spend the money for whatever your heart desires: 
for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or whatever your heart desires; and 
there you Shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your 
household. 27 Also you shall not neglect the Levite who is in your town, for he has 
no portion or inheritance among you. 


28 “At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in 
that year, and shall deposit it in your town. 29 The Levite, because he has no 
portion or inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are 
in your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the Lord your God 
may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.” (Deuteronomy 14: 22-29 
NASB) 


It seems strange that the tithe is to be eaten, or the money exchanged for the tithe 
is to be spent “however your heart desires” (verse 26). The commentary suggests 
that the “eaten” verses refers to a ceremonial meal eaten with the priests/Levites in 
which a small portion of the tithe is eaten, and that the remainder given to the 
priests. The money spent as the heart desires is a little more difficult to imagine, 
since this would represent spending on oneself rather than sacrifice. The 
implication is, that the items bought with the tithe money is then to be sacrificed! 


| will leave verses 1-2 to be discussed among those frequenting tattoo parlors and 
body modification “shops”. 


The Sabbath is again reinforced in Deuteronomy 15, in which a “Sabbath year”- the 
seventh year, is described. All debts are to be forgiven (verses 2-3) and the poor are 
to be ministered to (verses 7-11) as a reminder of God’s gracious provision to all His 
people. Those sold into slavery will be released (verses 12-17), and the firstborn 
males of each flock are to be eaten, but the blood is to be removed before the 
animal is consumed (verses 19-23). The Enduring Word commentary is useful here, 
as always (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/deuteronomy-15/). The 
emphasis here is that God is a gracious and forgiving God, and that this grace and 
forgiveness is to be reflected in the acts and attitudes of His people. We see in 


James a description of “true religion” which is also a reflection of this important 
principle “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 
world.” (James 1:27) 


Three Feasts are described in some detail in Deuteronomy 16- the Passover, the 
Feast of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. The Passover is a reminder and 
celebration of God’s deliverance of His people from slavery in Egypt, and that the 
angel of death “passed over” each home with the lamb’s blood on the lintel: “You 
shall sacrifice the Passover to the Lord your God from the flock and the herd, in the 
place where the Lord chooses to establish His name. 3 You shall not eat leavened 
bread with it; seven days you shall eat with it unleavened bread, the bread of 
affliction (for you came out of the land of Egypt in haste), so that you may 
remember all the days of your life the day when you came out of the land of Egypt. 
4 For seven days no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory, and none of 
the flesh which you sacrifice on the evening of the first day shall remain overnight 
until morning. 5 You are not allowed to sacrifice the Passover in any of your towns 
which the Lord your God is giving you; 6 but at the place where the Lord your God 
chooses to establish His name, you shall sacrifice the Passover in the evening at 
sunset, at the time that you came out of Egypt. 7 You shall cook and eat it in the 
place which the Lord your God chooses. In the morning you are to return to your 
tents. 8 Six days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there 
shall be a solemn assembly to the Lord your God; you shall do no work on it.” 
(Deuteronomy 16:2-8 NASB) 


The Feast of Weeks was another celebration of deliverance from Egypt: “You shall 
count seven weeks for yourself; you shall begin to count seven weeks from the time 
you begin to put the sickle to the standing grain. 10 Then you shall celebrate the 
Feast of Weeks to the Lord your God with a tribute of a freewill offering of your 
hand, which you shall give just as the Lord your God blesses you; 11 and you shall 
rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your son and your daughter and your 
male and female servants and the Levite who Is in your town, and the stranger and 
the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place where the Lord your 
God chooses to establish His name. 12 You shall remember that you were a slave in 
Egypt, and you shall be careful to observe these statutes.” (Deuteronomy 16:9-12 
NASB) 


The Feast of Booths, a harvest feast, was a festival of remembrance and celebration 
of God’s provision for His people: “You shall celebrate the Feast of Booths seven 
days after you have gathered in from your threshing floor and your wine vat; 14 and 
you Shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter and your male 
and female servants and the Levite and the stranger and the orphan and the widow 
who are in your towns. 15 Seven days you shall celebrate a feast to the Lord your 
God in the place which the Lord chooses, because the Lord your God will bless you 
in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be altogether 
joyful.” (Deuteronomy 16:13-15 NASB). 


These three feasts were to be permanent, and celebrated each year according to 
the provisions of this Scripture: “Three times in a year all your males shall appear 
before the Lord your God in the place which He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread and at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of Booths, and they shall not 
appear before the Lord empty-handed. 17 Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the Lord your God which He has given you.” 
(Deuteronomy 16:16-17 NASB) 


Notice that each person was to give “as he is able”, an affirmation that God is 
reasonable and wants the very best for His children- he does not discriminate 
according to wealth or social standing James 5:5-6; James 2:1; Job 34:19) 


March 7, 2019 Deuteronomy 17-20 


“Frontier Justice” is celebrated in a myriad of “Western” movies. In one particular 
joke, a cowboy fresh from herding cattle, dry and dusty (and thirsty) tries to go to 
the town saloon. A huge crowd is gathered, overflowing and spilling into the street 
outside. “What’s going on?” the thirsty cowpuncher asks. “The circuit judge is in 
town, and we're trying a horse thief” was the answer. “What do you think will 
happen?” asked the still thirsty cowboy. The answer was “We'll give him a fair trial, 
and then hang him!”. 


The justice described in Deuteronomy 17 is hardly “frontier justice”, since the 
testimony of several witnesses is required. This accounts for the evil nature of 
some accusers, who on their word alone would condemn an enemy (or a simply 
troublesome and disliked person) to a death penalty. The requirements were that 
the testimony of “two or three witnesses” was required. The Scripture reads: “/f 
there is found in your midst, in any of your towns, which the Lord your God is giving 
you, a man or a woman who does what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, by 
transgressing His covenant, 3 and has gone and served other gods and worshiped 
them, or the sun or the moon or any of the heavenly host, which | have not 
commanded, 4 and if it is told you and you have heard of it, then you shall inquire 
thoroughly. Behold, if it is true and the thing certain that this detestable thing has 
been done in Israel, 5 then you shall bring out that man or that woman who has 
done this evil deed to your gates, that is, the man or the woman, and you shall 
stone them to death. 6 On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he 
who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of 
one witness. 7 The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to 
death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So you shall purge the evil from 
your midst.” (Deuteronomy 17:2-7 NASB) 


A priest was to decide the “difficult cases”, as described: “/f any case is too difficult 
for you to decide, between one kind of homicide or another, between one kind of 
lawsuit or another, and between one kind of assault or another, being cases of 
dispute in your courts, then you shall arise and go up to the place which the Lord 


your God chooses. 9 So you shall come to the Levitical priest or the judge who is in 
office in those days, and you shall inquire of them and they will declare to you the 
verdict in the case. 10 You shall do according to the terms of the verdict which they 
declare to you from that place which the Lord chooses; and you shall be careful to 
observe according to all that they teach you. 11 According to the terms of the law 
which they teach you, and according to the verdict which they tell you, you shall do; 
you shall not turn aside from the word which they declare to you, to the right or the 
left. 12 The man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands 
there to serve the Lord your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall 
purge the evil from Israel. 13 Then all the people will hear and be afraid, and will 
not act presumptuously again.” (Deuteronomy 17:8-13) 


If God’s people decide to appoint a king, he is to be one of their countrymen, and 
not a foreigner. Also, he is to have a copy of the Law with him always, and is to read 
and follow the Law in detail. He is not to take the opportunity to enrich himself from 
his position of power: 


“When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, and you possess it 
and live in it, and you say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations who are 
around me,’ 15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God 
chooses, one from among your countrymen you Shall set as king over yourselves; 
you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman. 16 
Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people to 
return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never 
again return that way.’ 17 He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart 
will turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself. 


18 “Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall 
write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical 
priests. 19 It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he 
may learn to fear the Lord his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law 
and these statutes, 20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen 
and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left, so 
that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.” 
(Deuteronomy 17:14-20 NASB) 


God's revealed will and preference was that the people not appoint a king, for God 
Himself would be their king. This seems inconsistent with Genesis 49:10, in which 
we read that “the scepter would not depart form Judah”. In 1 Samuel 8:10, we see 
God despair that the people had rejected Him as king “they have rejected me from 
being king over them” because they wanted to be “like all the nations” (verse 5). 
There was a partial fulfilment of this prophesy in the kings of Judah, and in my 
Opinion, an ultimate fulfilment in the kingship of Christ, who was of the family of 
David, from the tribe of Judah. Therefore God Himself, in the form of His Son, was 
the ultimate King of Judah, Israel, and all the nations! 


God knew us So well that He knew that we would demand a king, so he provided His 
best in the form of His Son! 


The Levites, from whom the priests were chosen, were not given and inheritance 
but were to subsist on the offerings of the people: “The Levitical priests, the whole 
tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the 
Lord’s offerings by fire and His portion. 2 They shall have no inheritance among 
their countrymen; the Lord is their inheritance, as He promised them. 


3 “Now this shall be the priests’ due from the people, from those who offer a 
sacrifice, either an ox or a sheep, of which they shall give to the priest the shoulder 
and the two cheeks and the stomach. 4 You shall give him the first fruits of your 
grain, your new wine, and your oil, and the first shearing of your sheep. 5 For the 
Lord your God has chosen him and his sons from all your tribes, to stand and serve 
in the name of the Lord forever. 


6 “Now if a Levite comes from any of your towns throughout Israel where he 
resides, and comes whenever he desires to the place which the Lord chooses, 7 
then he shall serve in the name of the Lord his God, like all his fellow Levites who 
stand there before the Lord. 8 They shall eat equal portions, except what they 
receive from the sale of their fathers’ estates.” (Deuteronomy 18:1-8 NASB) 


Spriritism is expressly forbidden, and is given the penalty of death: “When you 
enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitate the 
detestable things of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone 
who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, 
one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one 
who casts a spell, ora medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12 For 
whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of these 
detestable things the Lord your God will drive them out before you. 13 You shall be 
blameless before the Lord your God. 14 For those nations, which you shall 
dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, 
the Lord your God has not allowed you to do so. 


15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 16 This is according to all that you asked 
of the Lord your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear 
again the voice of the Lord my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or | will 
die.’ 17 The Lord said to me, ‘They have spoken well. 18 | will raise up a prophet 
from among their countrymen like you, and | will put My words in his mouth, and he 
shall speak to them all that | command him. 19 It shall come about that whoever 
will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, | Myself will require it 
of him. 20 But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which | 
have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, 
that prophet shall die.’ 21 You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word 
which the Lord has not spoken?’ 22 When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, 
if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has 
not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of 
him.” (Deut 18:9-22 NASB) 


Saul later was to consult a “witch”- a spiritist- to summon up the spirit of Samuel 
when Saul was greatly concerned about his strategy and tactics in an upcoming 
battle. We see in this story in Samuel that spiritists were still forbidden to practice, 
and this very king Saul had passed laws forbidding this practice. (1 Samuel 28) 


The Witch of Endor by William Blake 


Deuteronomy 19 describes “cities of refuge” into which one accused of murder (or 
more correctly, manslaughter) can flee from the avengers of this death. This is not 
a “get out of jail free card”, but did provide some justice for those falsely accused of 
murder. As long as the accused stayed in the city, he (or she) was safe. However, if 
it was found out that a true murder had been committed, then the wrongdoer would 
be cast out of the city and punished by the avengers: “When the Lord your God cuts 
off the nations, whose land the Lord your God gives you, and you dispossess them 
and settle in their cities and in their houses, 2 you shall set aside three cities for 
yourself in the midst of your land, which the Lord your God gives you to possess. 3 
You shall prepare the roads for yourself, and divide into three parts the territory of 
your land which the Lord your God will give you as a possession, so that any 
manslayer may flee there. 


4 “Now this is the case of the manslayer who may flee there and live: when he kills 
his friend unintentionally, not hating him previously— 5 as when a man goes into 
the forest with his friend to cut wood, and his hand swings the axe to cut down the 
tree, and the iron head slips off the handle and strikes his friend so that he dies—he 
may flee to one of these cities and live; 6 otherwise the avenger of blood might 
pursue the manslayer in the heat of his anger, and overtake him, because the way 
is long, and take his life, though he was not deserving of death, since he had not 
hated him previously. 7 Therefore, |!command you, saying, ‘You shall set aside 
three cities for yourself.’ 


8 “If the Lord your God enlarges your territory, just as He has sworn to your fathers, 
and gives you all the land which He promised to give your fathers— 9 if you 
carefully observe all this commandment which | command you today, to love the 
Lord your God, and to walk in His ways always—then you shall add three more cities 


for yourself, besides these three. 10 So innocent blood will not be shed in the midst 
of your land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance, and 
bloodguiltiness be on you. 


11 “But if there is a man who hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and rises 
up against him and strikes him so that he dies, and he flees to one of these cities, 
12 then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there and deliver him 


into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die. 13 You shall not pity him, 


but you shall purge the blood of the innocent from Israel, that it may go well with 
you." (Deuteronomy 19:1-13 NASB) 


Boundary marks for land are to be respected: “ You shall not move your neighbor’s 
boundary mark, which the ancestors have set, in your inheritance which you will 
inherit in the land that the Lord your God gives you to possess.” (Deuteronomy 
19:14 NASB). 


More than one witness to a crime is required, and a “false witness” - prohibited by 
the Commandments- is to be punished: “A single witness shall not rise up against a 
man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence 
of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed. 16 If a malicious witness rises 
up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing, 17 then both the men who have the 
dispute shall stand before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who will be in 
office in those days. 18 The judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is 
a false witness and he has accused his brother falsely, 19 then you shall do to him 
Just as he had intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall purge the evil from 
among you. 20 The rest will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such an evil 
thing among you. 21 Thus you shall not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.” (Deuteronomy 19:15-21 NASB) 


A modern reader may cringe at the thought of “an eye for an eye”, decrying this 
“even swap” as an injustice. However, the prevailing codes of morality at the time 
of this writing and of these events was essentially “murder for an eye”- this 
evenness was a significant improvement! One source reports: “The principle is 
found in Babylonian Law. If it is surmised that in societies not bound by the rule of 
law, if a person was hurt, then the injured person (or their relative) would take 
vengeful retribution on the person who caused the injury. The retribution might be 
worse than the crime, perhaps even death.” 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eye for_an_eye). 


Deuteronomy 20 is concerned with the laws of warfare. Interestingly (to me, at 
least), if a young soldier has just married, or is engaged to be married, he is 
excused from combat. Excuses are given for those who have just built a house, 
planted a vineyard, or were simply terrified: 


“When you go out to battle against your enemies 

for the Lord your God, 
who brought you up from the land of Egypt, is with you. 2 When you are 
approaching the battle, the priest shall come near and speak to the people. 3 He 
shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel, you are approaching the battle against your 


enemies today. Do not be fainthearted. Do not be afraid, or panic, or tremble before 
them, 

5 The officers also shall speak to the people, saying, 
‘Who ts the man that has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him 
depart and return to his house, otherwise he might die in the battle and another 
man would dedicate it. 6 Who is the man that has planted a vineyard and has not 
begun to use its fruit? Let him depart and return to his house, otherwise he might 
die in the battle and another man would begin to use its fruit. 7 And who is the man 
that is engaged to a woman and has not married her? Let him depart and return to 
his house, otherwise he might die in the battle and another man would marry her.’ 8 
Then the officers shall speak further to the people and say, ‘Who is the man that is 
afraid and fainthearted? Let him depart and return to his house, so that he might 
not make his brothers’ hearts melt like his heart.’ 9 When the officers have finished 
speaking to the people, they shall appoint commanders of armies at the head of the 
people.” (Deuteronomy 20:1-9 NASB) 


The principle of battle was that God was the conqueror, He would lead His people to 
victory, even though the army of God might be outnumbered or facing an army with 
chariots (verses 1,4)! When a city is to be taken in battle, peace is to be offered 
first: “When you approach a city to fight against it, you shall offer it terms of peace. 
11 If it agrees to make peace with you and opens to you, then all the people who 
are found in it shall become your forced labor and shall serve you. 12 However, if it 
does not make peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege 
it. 13 When the Lord your God gives it into your hand, you shall strike all the men in 
it with the edge of the sword. 14 Only the women and the children and the animals 
and all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as booty for yourself; and you 
shall use the spoil of your enemies which the Lord your God has given you. 15 Thus 
you Shall do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not of the cities of 
these nations nearby. 16 Only in the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God 
is giving you as an inheritance, you shall not leave alive anything that breathes. 17 
But you shall utterly destroy them, the Hittite and the Amorite, the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, as the Lord your God has commanded you, 
18 so that they may not teach you to do according to all their detestable things 
which they have done for their gods, so that you would sin against the Lord your 
God.” (Deuteronomy 20: 10-18 NASB). If terms of peace are accepted, then the 
conquered and surrendering people will be slaves subject to “forced labor” (verse 
11) - otherwise they are to be destroyed, and only women and children and animals 
are to be spared. However, in the cities in the Promised Land, everyone is to be 
killed (verses 16-18)! The reason offered is that these survivors will lead God’s 
people into sin- abandoning the true God for the pagan “gods”. 


Apparently fruit trees were viewed as very valuable, for the people are instructed 
not to cut them down, but allow them to grow- other trees are to be used to create 
elege works (verses 19-20). (see: 


March 8, 2019 Deuteronomy 21-23 


Crime and punishment- the title of a famous novel, and the theme of many novels 
and plays. The commands given to Moses are “fleshed out” here in Deuteronomy 
so that specific instances can have the Law applied to them. If a body is found “in 
the wild”, then it is determined which city it came from by measuring the closest 
distance to a nearby city, and an animal is sacrificed as atonement or expiation for 
the sin represented by the dead body (Deuteronomy 21:1-9) 


Rules are provided for the treatment of a wife captured from an enemy city after 
conquest, as well as treatment of the firstborn of a “loved” and unloved” wife 
(Deuteronomy 21:10-17) 


Apparently human nature has not significantly changed in the years between the 
time of the writing of this fifth book of the Torah and today. The punishment 
described for a “stubborn and rebellious son” is harsh- stoning outside the city 
gates! One might wonder how often this prescribed punishment was actually 
performed. The commentary has some valuable insights here 
(https://biblenub.com/commentaries/deuteronomy/21-21.htm) , particularly as to 
the reason behind such a harsh punishment, that of removing the “evil from your 
midst” and so that all Israel would “hear of it and fear” (verse 21) 


We then come to a description of a punishment by hanging from a tree, after which 
the condemned is to be removed. The body is regarded as that of an “accursed 
person” , as the Bible teaches: “/f a man has committed a sin worthy of death and 
he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his corpse shall not hang all 
night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is 
hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the Lord your 
God gives you as an inheritance.” (Deuteronomy 21:22-23 NASB) 


Later in history, Jesus’ death on the cross is referred to | the same terms. See 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/curse-hanging-tree. html). (Galatians 3:13) 


The tile of the next section (given by the translator) is “Sundry Laws”. The next few 
verses in Deuteronomy 22 cover a multitude of unrelated matters, as if the lawgiver 
was “tidying up” the list of laws and regulations to make the list more complete. 
The prescriptions given include treatment of a neighbor’s stray animals (verses 1- 
4); cross dressing (verse 5); treatment of a bird’s nest with young or eggs (verses 6- 
7); putting a parapet on a roof to avoid injuries (verse 8), and mixing seed types 
and draft animal types (verses 9-10), mixing types of cloth together (verse 11) and 
making tassels on the four corners of garments of a covering or shawl (verse 12). 
These are described as “tzitzit” when on a prayer shawl, and are to be reminders of 


the Law and the commandments (https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tzitzit/) 


The very serious subject of morality, specifically sexual morality, is described ion 
the last part of chapter 22 of Deuteronomy. The prescriptions and regulations are 


very strict and specific: “/f any man takes a wife and goes in to her and then turns 
against her, 14 and charges her with shameful deeds and publicly defames her, and 
says, ‘Il took this woman, but when | came near her, | did not find her a virgin,’ 15 
then the girl’s father and her mother shall take and bring out the evidence of the 
girl’s virginity to the elders of the city at the gate. 16 The girl’s father shall say to 
the elders, ‘l gave my daughter to this man for a wife, but he turned against her; 17 
and behold, he has charged her with shameful deeds, saying, “I did not find your 
daughter a virgin.” But this is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity.’ And they 
shall spread the garment before the elders of the city. 18 So the elders of that city 
shall take the man and chastise him, 19 and they shall fine him a hundred shekels 
of silver and give it to the girl’s father, because he publicly defamed a virgin of 
Israel. And she shall remain his wife; he cannot divorce her all his days. 


20 “But if this charge is true, that the girl was not found a virgin, 21 then they shall 
bring out the girl to the doorway of her father’s house, and the men of her city shall 
stone her to death because she has committed an act of folly in Israel by playing 
the harlot in her father’s house; thus you shall purge the evil from among you. 


22 “If aman Is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the 
man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from 
Israel. 


23 “If there is a girl who is a virgin engaged to a man, and another man finds her in 
the city and lies with her, 24 then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that 
city and you shall stone them to death; the girl, because she did not cry out in the 
city, and the man, because he has violated his neighbor’s wife. Thus you shall purge 
the evil from among you. 


25 “But if in the field the man finds the girl who is engaged, and the man forces her 
and lies with her, then only the man who lies with her shall die. 26 But you shall do 

nothing to the girl; there is no sin in the girl worthy of death, for just as a man rises 
against his neighbor and murders him, so is this case. 27 When he found her in the 

field, the engaged girl cried out, but there was no one to save her. 


28 “If aman finds a girl who is a virgin, who is not engaged, and seizes her and lies 
with her and they are discovered, 29 then the man who lay with her shall give to 
the girl’s father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall become his wife because he has 
violated her; he cannot divorce her all his days. 


30 “A man shall not take his father’s wife so that he will not uncover his father’s 
skirt.” (Deuteronomy 22:13-30) 


Deuteronomy 23 covers the rules, regulations and practices for those allowed to 
participate in the “assembly” Later in Jewish history, a congregation was defined as 
at least twelve men of accountable age (usually over 12-13 and having had a Bar 
Mizvah). The persons excluded form an “assembly” include the sexually mutilated 
(verse 1), the illegitimately born (verse 2) and the Ammonites and Moabites (verses 
3-6). The Edomites and Egyptians are acceptable (verses 7-8). 


Rules of warfare are discussed in verses 9-14: “When you go out as an army against 
your enemies, you shall keep yourself from every evil thing. 


10 “If there is among you any man who Is unclean because of a nocturnal emission, 
then he must go outside the camp; he may not reenter the camp. 11 But it shall be 
when evening approaches, he shall bathe himself with water, and at sundown he 
may reenter the camp. 


12 “You shall also have a place outside the camp and go out there, 13 and you shall 
have a spade among your tools, and it shall be when you sit down outside, you shall 
dig with it and shall turn to cover up your excrement. 14 Since the Lord your God 
walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before 
you, therefore your camp must be holy; and He must not see anything indecent 
among you or He will turn away from you.” 


Escaped slaves are to be treated fairly (verses 15-16), the daughters or sons of 
Israel are forbidden to be cult prostitutes (verses 17-18), no interest is to be 
charged to a countryman (verses 19-20); making of vows is described (verse 21- 
23), and “good behavior” in a neighbor's vineyard or field of gran is described 
(verses 24-25). The Scripture says it this way: 


“You shall not hand over to his master a slave who has escaped from his master to 
you. 16 He shall live with you in your midst, in the place which he shall choose in 
one of your towns where it pleases him; you shall not mistreat him. 


17 “None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, nor shall any of the 
sons of Israel be a cult prostitute. 18 You shall not bring the hire of a harlot or the 
wages of a dog into the house of the Lord your God for any votive offering, for both 
of these are an abomination to the Lord your God. 


19 “You shall not charge interest to your countrymen: interest on money, food, or 
anything that may be loaned at interest. 20 You may charge interest to a foreigner, 
but to your countrymen you shall not charge interest, so that the Lord your God 
may bless you in all that you undertake in the land which you are about to enter to 
possess. 


21 “When you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not delay to pay it, for it 
would be sin in you, and the Lord your God will surely require it of you. 22 However, 
if you refrain from vowing, it would not be sin in you. 23 You shall be careful to 
perform what goes out from your lips, just as you have voluntarily vowed to the 
Lord your God, what you have promised. 


24 “When you enter your neighbor’s vineyard, then you may eat grapes until you 
are fully satisfied, but you shall not put any in your basket. 


25 “When you enter your neighbor's standing grain, then you may pluck the heads 
with your hand, but you shall not wield a sickle in your neighbor's standing grain.” 
(Deuteronomy 23:15-25 NASB) 


I’m a little baffled about the mention of cult prostitutes (verse 17) A few references 


are helpful here (https://mosaicmagazine.com/picks/2018/08/no-ancient-israelites- 


didnt-practice-cult-prostitution/); 
(https://www. biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/23-17-compare.html). 
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Jesus spoke about the laws of divorce listed in Deuteronomy 24 “/t has been said, 
‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But | tell 
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the 
victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 
(Matthew 5:31-32 NIV) Jesus explains that the provision in the Old Testament was 
given because of the “hardness of your heart” (Matthew 19:8; Mark 10:5). The Law 
here inserts some order into the breakup of a nuclear family, so it is certainly a 
moral improvement over simple abandonment. We must remember that a divorced 
woman in the time of Moses was a nearly powerless person, and that this provision 
offered at least some protection. 


The next verses in Deuteronomy 24 cover what is a “laundry list” of “Sundry laws”, 
including an important protection for the poor. The fields are not to be harvested to 
the corners, but a portion left unharvested for “gleaners”: “When you reap your 
harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to 
get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in order that the 
Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat your 
olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the alien, for the 
orphan, and for the widow. 


21 “When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not go over it again, it 
shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow. 22 You shall remember that 
you were a Slave in the land of Egypt; therefore |!am commanding you to do this 
thing.” (Deuteronomy 24:19-22 NASB) 


Deuteronomy 25 lists more “sundry laws”, including one that was quoted later by 
Paul in two of his pastoral letters (1 Cor 9:9; 1 Timothy 5:18): “You shall not muzzle 
the ox while he is threshing.” 


“Whose wife is she in the Resurrection?” (Matthew 22:28) asked the Pharisees, 
again trying to trap Jesus. They were referring to the practice described in 
Deuteronomy 25, in which a brother should take the marital place of his deceased 
brother so that his line will continue: “When brothers live together and one of them 
dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the 
family to a strange man. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her to 
himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. 6 It shall be that 
the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that his 
name will not be blotted out from Israel. 7 But if the man does not desire to take his 
brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say, 
‘My husband's brother refuses to establish a name for his brother in Israel; he is not 
willing to perform the duty of a husband's brother to me.’ 8 Then the elders of his 
city shall summon him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, ‘I do not 
desire to take her,’ 9 then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the sight of the 
elders, and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face; and she shall declare, 


‘Thus it is done to the man who does not build up his brother’s house.’ 10 In Israel 
his name shall be called, ‘The house of him whose sandal is removed.” 
(Deuteronomy 25:5-10 NASB) 


There is also a bizarre provision about a woman assisting her husband while fighting 
: “If two men, a man and his countryman, are struggling together, and the wife of 
one comes near to deliver her husband from the hand of the one who is striking 
him, and puts out her hand and seizes his genitals, 12 then you shall cut off her 
hand; you shall not show pity.” (Deuteronomy 25:11-12 NASB) 


Fair weights and measures are to be used, to use dishonest weights amounts to 
stealing and deception (Deuteronomy 25:13-16). The Amalekite treachery (Exodus 
17:8-16) is to be remembered, probably to avoid “letting down the guard” of God’s 
people to the hostile nations around them. These details are not mentioned in the 
original Exodus account of this battle. 


First fruits were the best of any crop or produce of the and. To honor God, these 
were to be given freely and willingly to the priests to celebrate God’s constant 
provision: “Then it shall be, when you enter the land which the Lord your God gives 
you as an inheritance, and you possess it and live in it, 2 that you shall take some of 
the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring in from your land that the 
Lord your God gives you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place where 
the Lord your God chooses to establish His name. 3 You shall go to the priest who Is 
in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare this day to the Lord my God that | 
have entered the land which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4 Then the 
priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the 
Lord your God.” (Deuteronomy 26:1-4 NASB) 


Sacrificial offerings are to be a blessing not only to the one who obeys and joyfully 
gives, but to the Levite, the widow and the orphan who receive the gifts: 


“When you have finished paying all the tithe of your increase in the third year, the 
year of tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan 
and to the widow, that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied. 13 You shall say 
before the Lord your God, ‘| have removed the sacred portion from my house, and 
also have given it to the Levite and the alien, the orphan and the widow, according 
to all Your commandments which You have commanded me; | have not 
transgressed or forgotten any of Yourcommandments. 14 | have not eaten of it 
while mourning, nor have | removed any of it while | was unclean, nor offered any of 
it to the dead. | have listened to the voice of the Lord my God; | have done 
according to all that You have commanded me. 15 Look down from Your holy 
habitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel, and the ground which You 
have given us, a land flowing with milk and honey, as You swore to our fathers.” 
(Deuteronomy 26:12-15 NASB) 


Deuteronomy 27 describes writing the Law of God on stones with “lime”, so that 
they will be memorialized and not forgotten...it is as if God is providing thee people 
with another reminder - and “Ebenezer” of His provision, Law and gracious care of 
His people. The Bible tells us: “Then Moses and the elders of Israel charged the 


people, saying, “Keep all the commandments which | command you today. 2 So it 
shall be on the day when you cross the Jordan to the land which the Lord your God 
gives you, that you shall set up for yourself large stones and coat them with lime 3 
and write on them all the words of this law, when you cross over, so that you may 
enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you. 4 So it shall be when you 
cross the Jordan, you shall set up on Mount Ebal, these stones, as | am commanding 
you today, and you shall coat them with lime. 5 Moreover, you shall build there an 
altar to the Lord your God, an altar of stones; you shall not wield an iron tool on 
them. 6 You shall build the altar of the Lord your God of uncut stones, and you shall 
offer on it burnt offerings to the Lord your God; 7 and you shall sacrifice peace 
offerings and eat there, and rejoice before the Lord your God. 8 You shall write on 
the stones all the words of this law very distinctly.” (Deuteronomy 27:1-8 NASB) 


Several of the tribes were to stand on Mount Ebal, and several on Mount Gerazin, 
and they were to offer both blessings and curses: “Moses also charged the people 
on that day, saying, 12 “When you cross the Jordan, these shall stand on Mount 
Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. 13 
For the curse, these shall stand on Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, 
and Naphtali. “ (Deuteronomy 27:12-13 NASB) 


The curses on practices forbidden by the Law were announced and given an 
“Amen” by the people gathered at the two mountains: The Bible tells it this way: 
“The Levites shall then answer and say to all the men of Israel with a loud voice, 


15 ‘Cursed is the man who makes an idol or a molten image, an abomination to the 
Lord, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ And all the 
people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’ 


16 ‘Cursed is he who dishonors his father or mother.’ And all the people shall say, 
‘Amen.’ 


17 ‘Cursed is he who moves his neighbor’s boundary mark.’ And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen.’ 


18 ‘Cursed is he who misleads a blind person on the road.’ And all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen.’ 


19 ‘Cursed is he who distorts the justice due an alien, orphan, and widow.’ And all 
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 


20 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his 
father’s skirt.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 


21 ‘Cursed is he who lies with any animal.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 


22 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or of his mother.’ 
And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 


23 ‘Cursed is he who lies with his mother-in-law.’ And all the people shall say, 
‘Amen.’ 


24 ‘Cursed is he who strikes his neighbor in secret.’ And all the people shall say, 
‘Amen.’ 


25 ‘Cursed is he who accepts a bribe to strike down an innocent person.’ And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 


26 ‘Cursed is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all 
the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ (Deuteronomy 27:14-26 NASB) The blessings follow 
in Deuteronomy 28. 


Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim from 


(https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/3035740/jewish/Blessings-Curses- 


Mount-Grizim-vs-Mount-Ebal.htm) 
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And now we come to the blessings, listed at the beginning of this chapter of the fifth 
book of the Torah. These are all contingent on obedience...”if you are obedient, 
then you will receive blessings”. This is the list: “Now it shall be, if you diligently 
obey the Lord your God, being careful to do all His commandments which | 


command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of 
the earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the 
Lord your God: 


3 “Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country. 


4 “Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and 
the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock. 


5 “Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 


6 “Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go 
out. 


7 “The Lord shall cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before 
you; they will come out against you one way and will flee before you seven ways. 8 
The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put 
your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you. 9 
The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in His ways. 10 So all the 
peoples of the earth will see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they 
will be afraid of you. 11 The Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the 
offspring of your body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your 
ground, in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you. 12 The Lord 
will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its 
season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, 
but you shall not borrow. 13 The Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and 
you only will be above, and you will not be underneath, if you listen to the 
commandments of the Lord your God, which | charge you today, to observe them 
carefully, 14 and do not turn aside from any of the words which | command you 
today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.” 
(Deuteronomy 28:1-14 NASB) 


Since these are conditional blessings, the Lord makes certain that His people realize 
how serious are the consequences of disobedience. It’s not as if God is saying, 
“here are my suggested ways of living, and if you don’t follow them you will have a 
slightly less pleasant life.” The cost of sin is enormous and long lasting, the result 
of sin is separation, death, sickness and misery, and God hammers this teaching 
home to His people. 


This is the picture of the horror and misery resulting from disobedience: “But it shall 
come about, if you do not obey the Lord your God, to observe to do all His 
commandments and His statutes with which | charge you today, that all these 
curses will come upon you and overtake you: 


16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. 


17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 


18 “Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground, the 


increase of your herd and the young of your flock. 


19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go 
out. 


20 “The Lord will send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake 
to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of 
your deeds, because you have forsaken Me. 21 The Lord will make the pestilence 
cling to you until He has consumed you from the land where you are entering to 
possess it. 22 The Lord will smite you with consumption and with fever and with 
inflammation and with fiery heat and with the sword and with blight and with 
mildew, and they will pursue you until you perish. 23 The heaven which is over your 
head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you, iron. 24 The Lord will make 
the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall come down on you until 
you are destroyed. 


25 “The Lord shall cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you will go out 
one way against them, but you will flee seven ways before them, and you will be an 
example of terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your carcasses will be food to 
all birds of the sky and to the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to 
frighten them away. 


27 “The Lord will smite you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors and with the 
scab and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed. 28 The Lord will smite you 
with madness and with blindness and with bewilderment of heart; 29 and you will 
grope at noon, as the blind man gropes in darkness, and you will not prosper in your 
ways; but you shall only be oppressed and robbed continually, with none to save 
you. 30 You shall betroth a wife, but another man will violate her; you shall build a 
house, but you will not live in it; you shall plant a vineyard, but you will not use its 
fruit. 31 Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will not eat of it; 
your donkey shall be torn away from you, and will not be restored to you; your 
sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you will have none to save you. 32 Your 
sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on 
and yearn for them continually; but there will be nothing you can do. 33 A people 
whom you do not know shall eat up the produce of your ground and all your labors, 
and you will never be anything but oppressed and crushed continually. 34 You shall 
be driven mad by the sight of what you see. 35 The Lord will strike you on the knees 
and legs with sore boils, from which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your 
foot to the crown of your head. 36 The Lord will bring you and your king, whom you 
set over you, to a nation which neither you nor your fathers have known, and there 
you Shall serve other gods, wood and stone. 37 You shall become a horror, a 
proverb, and a taunt among all the people where the Lord drives you. 


38 “You shall bring out much seed to the field but you will gather in little, for the 
locust will consume it. 39 You shall plant and cultivate vineyards, but you will 
neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm will devour them. 40 
You shall have olive trees throughout your territory but you will not anoint yourself 
with the oil, for your olives will drop off. 41 You shall have sons and daughters but 
they will not be yours, for they will go into captivity. 42 The cricket shall possess all 


your trees and the produce of your ground. 43 The alien who is among you shall rise 


above you higher and higher, but you will go down lower and lower. 44 He shall lend 
to you, but you will not lend to him; he shall be the head, and you will be the tail. 


45 “So all these curses shall come on you and pursue you and overtake you until 
you are destroyed, because you would not obey the Lord your God by keeping His 
commandments and His statutes which He commanded you. 46 They shall become 
a sign and a wonder on you and your descendants forever. 


47 “Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and a glad heart, for the 


49 “The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as 
the eagle swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand, 50 a 
nation of fierce countenance who will have no respect for the old, nor show favor to 
the young. 51 Moreover, it shall eat the offspring of your herd and the produce of 
your ground until you are destroyed, who also leaves you no grain, new wine, or oil, 
nor the increase of your herd or the young of your flock until they have caused you 
to perish. 52 It shall besiege you in all your towns until your high and fortified walls 
in which you trusted come down throughout your land, and it shall besiege you in all 
your towns throughout your land which the Lord your God has given you. 53 Then 
you Shall eat the [ahJoffspring of your own body, the flesh of your sons and of your 
daughters whom the Lord your God has given you, during the siege and the distress 
by which your enemy will [aiJoppress you. 54 The man who is [ajJrefined and very 
delicate among you [ak]shall be hostile toward his brother and toward the wife 
[al]he cherishes and toward the rest of his children who remain, 55 so that he will 
not give even one of them any of the flesh of his children which he will eat, since he 
has nothing else left, during the siege and the distress by which your enemy will 
[amJoppress you in all your [an]towns. 56 The [aoJrefined and delicate woman 
among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground for 
delicateness and [ap]refinement, [aq/shall be hostile toward the husband [ar]she 
cherishes and toward her son and daughter, 57 and toward her afterbirth which 
issues from between her [as]legs and toward her children whom she bears; for she 
will eat them secretly for lack of anything else, during the siege and the distress by 
which your enemy will [at]oppress you in your [au]towns. 


. 62 Then you 
shall be left few in number, whereas you were as numerous as the stars of heaven, 
because you did not [azjobey the Lord your God. 63 It shall come about that as the 
Lord delighted over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so the Lord will delight 


over you to make you perish and destroy you; and you will be torn from the land 
where you are entering to possess it. 64 Moreover, the Lord will scatter you among 
all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there you 
shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers have not known. 
65 Among those nations you shall find no rest, and there will be no resting place for 
the sole of your foot; but there the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing of 
eyes, and despair of soul. 66 So your life shall [baJhang in doubt before you; and 
you will be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life. 67 In 
the morning you shall say, ‘Would that it were evening!’ And at evening you shall 
say, ‘Would that it were morning!’ because of the dread of your heart which you 
dread, and for the sight of your eyes which you will see. 68 The Lord will bring you 
back to Egypt in ships, by the way about which | spoke to you, ‘You will never see it 
again!’ And there you will offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and 
female slaves, but there will be no buyer.” (Deuteronomy 28:15-68 NASB) 


Wow! What a list of misery and suffering: 1) the offspring of your body and the 
produce of your ground (verse 18); 2) confusion, pestilence and fever (verses 20- 
21); 3) defeat before your enemies (verses 25-26); 4) boils, tumors and robbery 
(verses 27-29); 5) crop failure (verses 38-42); 6) enemies who will conquer and 
enslave you (verses 47-48); 7) extraordinary and lasting plagues (verses 58-61), 
and to top it all off 8) despair (verses 65-67). After all this misery, you will be 
returned to your former captor Egypt in ships (verse 68). 


Looks like obedience is much better than disobedience! The commentary explains 
how some of these blessings and curses would be perceived through the lens of the 
culture of that day (https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson- 
fausset-brown/deuteronomy/deuteronomy-28.html). 
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The covenant was “renewed” Moab, in preparation for a major change in leadership 
and occupation of the Land of Promise. Renewal is often an event that goes along 
with covenant- we frail humans tend to “drift away” or sometimes literally run away 
from our promises and covenants, so from time to time it is wise to revisit and 
rededicate oneself. 


Moses’ sense of frustration shows in his words to the people: “And Moses 
summoned all Israel and said to them, “You have seen all that the Lord did before 
your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and all his land; 3 the 
great trials which your eyes have seen, those great signs and wonders. 4 Yet to this 
day the Lord has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear. 5 
| have led you forty years in the wilderness; your clothes have not worn out on you, 
and your sandal has not worn out on your foot. 6 You have not eaten bread, nor 
have you drunk wine or strong drink, in order that you might know that | am the 
Lord your God. 7 When you reached this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og 
the king of Bashan came out to meet us for battle, but we defeated them; 8 and we 
took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
half-tribe of the Manassites. 9 So keep the words of this covenant to do them, that 
you may prosper in all that you do.” (Deuteronomy 29:2-9 NASB) 


God’s everyday miracles are highlighted- for forty years “your clothes have not 
worn out” and your “sandal has not worn out”. Instead of strong drink and rich 
food, God provided manna and sufficient water, and gave them victory over their 
enemies! Moses concludes- “so keep the words of this covenant and do them”! 


Moses makes clear the choice before his people- either to keep God’s Law and 
prosper, or forget, rebel, and ignore the life-giving Law and suffer extreme 
consequences. This “stiff necked” people are much like myself- sometimes God has 
to get my full attention with drastic means and events! 


God desires, expects and deserves to be the only “god” of His people, and His 


desire is to keep His covenant and bless them: “You stand today, all of you, before 


you and as He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” (Deuteronomy 
29:10-13 NASB) 


The alternative is destruction, misery and loss of the glorious Promise that God has 
made: “Now the generation to come, your sons who rise up after you and the 
foreigner who comes from a distant land, when they see the plagues of the land and 
the diseases with which the Lord has afflicted it, will say, 23 ‘All its land is brimstone 


and salt, a burning waste, unsown and unproductive, and no grass grows in it, like 
the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord 
overthrew in His anger and in His wrath.’ 24 All the nations will say, ‘Why has the 
Lord done thus to this land? Why this great outburst of anger?’ 25 Then men will 
say, 


He made with them when He brought them out of the land of Egypt. 26 They went 
and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they have not known and 
whom He had not allotted to them. 27 Therefore, the anger of the Lord burned 

28 and 


the Lord uprooted them from their land in anger and in fury and in great wrath, and 
cast them into another land, as it is this day.’ (Deuteronomy 29:22-28 NASB) 


The verse that follows has been a “hidden treasure” for me as | meditate on the 
glory and unfathomable majesty and creativity of the God we love: ““The secret 
things belong to the Lorb our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our 
sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” (Deuteronomy 29:29 
NASB). God reminds us that His ways are not “our ways” (Isaiah 55:8 KJV) “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.” 


God then makes a magnificent promise of prosperity for His people, if only they will 
follow and obey Him: “So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, 
the blessing and the curse which | have set before you, and you call them to mind in 
all nations where the Lord your God has banished you, 2 and you return to the Lord 
your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that | command 
you today, you and your sons, 3 then the Lord your God will restore you from 
captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the 
peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you. 4 /f your outcasts are at the 
ends of the earth, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there He 
will bring you back. 5 The Lord your God will bring you into the land which your 
fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply 
you more than your fathers. 


6 “Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 


that you may live. 7 The Lord your God will inflict all these curses on your enemies 
and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. 8 And you shall again obey the 
Lord, and observe all His commandments which |! command you today. 9 Then the 
Lord your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in the 
offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your 
ground, for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over 
your fathers; 10 if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments and His 
statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your God 
with all your heart and soul.” (Deuteronomy 30:1-10). 


We should not confuse the promise of prosperity outlined here for a “prosperity 
religion”, in which we DESERVE to be wealthy, powerful or well because of God’s 
blessings. When God “circumcises our hearts” (verse 6), so that our desires will be 
aligned with His will for us! God promises the same “internalizing of the Law” in 


Jeremiah 31: “This is the covenant | will make with the people of Israel after that 
time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my people.” (Jeremiah 31:31 NIV) 


God did not, and does not demand the “impossible” of His children. His way is 
narrow and sometimes difficult, but it is a way of life that can be lived with purpose 
and focus: “For this commandment which | command you today Is not too difficult 
for you, nor is it out of reach. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will 
go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ 
13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us to 
get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?’ 14 But the word is very 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observe it.” (Deuteronomy 
30:11-14 NASB) 


Jesus taught the same lesson- the way is “narrow”, but the narrow way leads to life: 
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow 
the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14 NIV) 


Moses then challenges his people- God’s people- to “choose life”: “See, / have set 
before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; 16 in that | command 
you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His 
commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and 
multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are 
entering to possess it. 17 But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are 
drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, 18 | declare to you today that 
you Shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it. 19 | call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today, that | have set before you life and death, the blessing and the 


curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 by 


loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this 
is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” (Deuteronomy 


30:15-20 NASB) 


Moses, who by this time was 120 years old, then arranges for the orderly transition 
of leadership to God’s chosen servant leader Joshua. “So Moses went and spoke 
these words to all Israel. 2 And he said to them, “| am a hundred and twenty years 
old today; |!am no longer able to come and go, and the Lord has said to me, ‘You 
shall not cross this Jordan.’ 3 It is the Lord your God who will cross ahead of you; He 
will destroy these nations before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua is the 
one who will cross ahead of you, just as the Lord has spoken. 4 The Lord will do to 
them just as He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, 
when He destroyed them. 5 The Lord will deliver them up before you, and you shall 
do to them according to all the commandments which | have commanded you. 6 Be 
strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God 
is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.” 


7 Then Moses called to Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong 
and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land which the Lord has 
sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall give it to them as an inheritance. 
8 The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail 
you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” (Deuteronomy 31:1-8 NASB). 


Moses admonishes Joshua to be “strong and courageous”, for Joshua’s burden will 
be to lead the people both spiritually as well as in the coming warfare with the 
walled cities of those already living in the Promised Land. 


Moses then makes provision that the Law will be preserved as a treasure from God, 
and read often as a reminder and as a cautionary to the people: “So Moses wrote 
this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. 10 Then Moses commanded 
them, saying, “At the end of every seven years, at the time of the year of remission 
of debts, at the Feast of Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord 
your God at the place which He will choose, you shall read this law in front of all 
Israel in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, the men and the women and 
children and the alien who is in your town, so that they may hear and learn and fear 
the Lord your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this law. 13 Their 


children, who have not known, will hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long 
as you live on the land which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:9-13 NASB) 


God, who knows the future, and specifically the future and nature of His chosen 
people, prophetically declares that His people will “fall way” and taste the bitter 
results of disobedience: “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, the time for you to 
die is near; call Joshua, and present yourselves at the tent of meeting, that | may 
commission him.” So Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves at the tent 
of meeting. 15 The Lord appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of 
cloud stood at the doorway of the tent. 16 The Lord said to Moses, “Behold, you are 
about to lie down with your fathers; and this people will arise and play the harlot 
with the strange gods of the land, into the midst of which they are going, and will 
forsake Me and break My covenant which | have made with them. 17 Then My anger 
will be kindled against them in that day, and | will forsake them and hide My face 
from them, and they will be consumed, and many evils and troubles will come upon 
them; so that they will say in that day, ‘Is it not because our God is not among us 
that these evils have come upon us?’ 18 But | will surely hide My face in that day 
because of all the evil which they will do, for they will turn to other gods.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:14-18 NASB) 


God, who never tires of pursuing His people, ordered Moses to write a song that 
would remind the people of God’s goodness and stand as a witness against their 


disobedience: “Now therefore, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the 
sons of Israel; put it on their lips, so that this song may be a witness for Me against 


the sons of Israel. 20 For when | bring them into the land flowing with milk and 
honey, which | swore to their fathers, and they have eaten and are satisfied and 
become prosperous, then they will turn to other gods and serve them, and spurn Me 


and break My covenant. 21 Then it shall come about, when many evils and troubles 
have come upon them, that this song will testify before them as a witness (for it 
shall not be forgotten from the lips of their descendants); for | know their intent 
which they are developing today, before | have brought them into the land which | 
swore.” 22 So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the sons of 
Israel.” (Deuteronomy 31:19-22 NASB) 


Moses then publicly commissions Joshua, and makes final arrangements for the 
preservation of the Law: 


“Then He commissioned Joshua the son of Nun, and said, eae 


24 It came about, when Moses finished writing the words of this law in a book until 
they were complete, 7? that Moses commanded the Levites who carried the ark of 
the covenant of the LorbD, saying, 7° ‘ 


. ?7 For | know your rebellion and your stubbornness; behold, 
while | am still alive with you today, you have been rebellious against the LoRD; how 
much more, then, after my death? 78 Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes 
and your Officers, that | may speak these words in their hearing and call the 
heavens and the earth to witness against them.?? For | know that after my death you 
will act corruptly and turn from the way which | have commanded you; and evil will 
befall you in the latter days, for you will do that which ts evil in the sight of the LorD, 
provoking Him to anger with the work of your hands.”(Deuteronomy 31:23-29 
NASB) 


March 12, 2019 Deuteronomy 32-34 


Crossing the Jordan-literally for God’s people at this point in history- and 
symbolically for us today- has always been a momentous occasion. We are to re- 
learn, readjust, recalibrate, and rededicate ourselves for the new life ahead! Moses 
was told by God to create a song to commemorate this pivotal change in the history 
of His people. A song, and music in general, brings more of us to the surface and to 
worship than merely reading of words. There is no mention of accompaniment 
here, although the Old Covenant is rich with musical instruments. The singing here, 
unaccompanied, is a recitation through song of God’s dealings with His people in 
readying them for the next level of relationship with Him. Moses wrote (and sang): 
“Give ear, O heavens, and let me speak; 

And let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 

2 “Let my teaching drop as the rain, 

My speech distill as the dew, 

As the droplets on the fresh grass 

And as the showers on the herb. 

3 “For! proclaim the name of the Lord; 

Ascribe greatness to our God! 

4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, 

For all His ways are just; 

A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 

Righteous and upright is He.” (Deuteronomy 32:1-4) 


The song is a broad brush picture of the last forty years of wandering in the 
Wilderness. The rich imagery is of a God who cared for His people, and was rightly 
angered by their many departures from following Him and His ways: 


“For the Lord’s portion is His people; 
Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance. 
10 “He found him in a desert land, 

And in the howling waste of a wilderness; 
He encircled him, He cared for him, 

He guarded him as the pupil of His eye. 

11 “Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 
That hovers over its young, 

He spread His wings and caught them, 

He carried them on His pinions. 

12 “The Lord alone guided him, 

And there was no foreign god with him. 

13 “He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 
And he ate the produce of the field; 

And He made him suck honey from the rock, 
And oil from the flinty rock, 

14 Curds of cows, and milk of the flock, 
With fat of lambs, 

And rams, the breed of Bashan, and goats, 
With the finest of the wheat— 

And of the blood of grapes you drank wine. 


15 “But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked— 

You are grown fat, thick, and sleek— 

Then he forsook God who made him, 

And scorned the Rock of his salvation. 

16 “They made Him jealous with strange gods; 
With abominations they provoked Him to anger. 
17 “They sacrificed to demons who were not God, 
To gods whom they have not known, 

New gods who came l/ately, 

Whom your fathers did not dread. 

18 


(Deuteronomy 32:9-18 NASB) 


Just as much as this was a physical journey of “wandering” and following God’s 
leading, it was a Spiritual journey as well as God’s people realized their dependency 
on God and His goodness for their very survival, and ultimately- for their blessing as 
a people! 


| am reminded of Dr. Al Coppedge’s 
(http://www.francisasburysociety.com/speakers/allan-coppedge/) teaching on the 
“University of the Desert”, in which God’s people -in the sterile and hostile desert- 
learn the true meaning of dependence, worship and blessing by God Himself. 


These words (and song) were so important that Moses was directed to repeat them 
to the leaders of God’s people, including Joshua, who was soon to assume the 
mantle of leadership: “Then Moses came and spoke all the words of this song in the 
hearing of the people, he, with Joshua the son of Nun. 45 When Moses had finished 
speaking all these words to all Israel, 46 he said to them, “Take to your heart all the 
words with which | am warning you today, which you shall command your sons to 
observe carefully, even all the words of this law. 47 For it is not an idle word for you; 
indeed it is your life. And by this word you will prolong your days in the land, which 
you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.” (Deuteronomy 32:44-47 NASB) 


God then orders Moses to the top of the mountain (Mount Nebo), where he is to 
view- but not enter- the Land of Promise. How is it that Moses was not “righteous” 
or “good” enough to enter the Land? Surely Moses had served faithfully, lead God’s 
people both as a secular and spiritual leader for these many years. Was one 
transgression, one yielding to emotion, one disobedient act disqualifying? The hard 
lesson here is that if one of God’s commands in disobeyed or a covenant broken, it 
is as if ALL the Law is broken: 


at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” (James 2:10 NIV). For a further 


discussion of this, please see (https://www.gotquestions.org/Moses-promised- 
land.html) 


God tells Moses: ”Go up to this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the 
land of Moab opposite Jericho, and look at the land of Canaan, which | am giving to 
the sons of Israel for a possession. 50 

and be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother died on Mount Hor and was 
gathered to his people, 51 because you broke faith with Me in the midst of the sons 


of Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, because you did 
not treat Me as holy in the midst of the sons of Israel. 52 For you shall see the land 


at a distance, but you shall not go there, into the land which | am giving the sons of 
Israel.” (Deuteronomy 32:49-52 NASB) 


Moses Sees the Promised Land -Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld 


As a last act of leadership and loving care, Moses blesses the tribes of Israel: 


Now this Is the blessing with which Moses the man of God blessed the sons of Israel 
before his death. ? He said, 

“The LORD came from Sinai, 

And «idawned on them from Seir; 

He shone forth from Mount Paran, 

And He came from the “midst of ten thousand holy ones; 
At His right hand there was “flashing lightning for them. 
3 “Indeed, He loves “the people; 

All Your holy ones are in Your hand, 

And they “followed in Your steps; 

Everyone receives of Your words. 

4“Moses charged us with a law, 

A possession for the assembly of Jacob. 

5 “And He was king in Jeshurun, 

When the heads of the people were gathered, 

The tribes of Israel together. 

6 “May Reuben live and not die, 

Nor his men be few.” 

7And this regarding Judah; so he said, 

“Hear, O LorbD, the voice of Judah, 

And bring him to his people. 


With his hands he contended for them, 

And may You be a help against his adversaries.” 

® Of Levi he said, 

“Let Your Thummim and Your Urim belong to™Your godly man, 
Whom You proved at Massah, 

With whom You contended at the waters of Meribah; 
?Who said of his father and his mother, 

‘1 did not consider them’; 

And he did not acknowledge his brothers, 

Nor did he regard his own sons, 

For they observed Your word, 

And kept Your covenant. 

10 “They shall teach Your ordinances to Jacob, 

And Your law to Israel. 

They shall put incense “before You, 

And whole burnt offerings on Your altar. 

11 “C) LORD, bless his substance, 

And accept the work of his hands; 

Shatter the loins of those who rise up against him, 
And those who hate him, so that they will not rise again. 
22 Of Benjamin he said, 

“May the beloved of the LORD dwell in security by Him, 
Who shields him all the day, 

And he dwells between His shoulders.” 

13 Of Joseph he said, 

“Blessed of the LorD be his land, 

With the choice things of heaven, with the dew, 

And from the deep lying beneath, 

14 And with the choice yield of the sun, 

And with the choice produce of the months. 

1 “And with the “best things of the ancient mountains, 
And with the choice things of the everlasting hills, 

16 And with the choice things of the earth and its fullness, 
And the favor of Him who dwelt in the bush. 

Let it come to the head of Joseph, 

And to the crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers. 
7 “As the firstborn of his ox, majesty is his, 

And his horns are the horns of the wild ox; 

With them he will push the peoples, 

All “at once, to the ends of the earth. 

And those are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 

And those are the thousands of Manasseh.” 

18 Of Zebulun he said, 

“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going forth, 

And, Issachar, in your tents. 

19 “They will call peoples to the mountain; 

There they will offer righteous sacrifices; 

For they will “draw out the abundance of the seas, 

And the hidden treasures of the sand.” 

20 Of Gad he said, 


ww 


“Blessed is the one who enlarges Gad; 

He lies down as a “lion, 

And tears the arm, also the crown of the head. 

21 “Then he “provided the first part for himself, 

For there the ruler’s portion was “reserved; 

And he came with the leaders of the people; 

He executed the justice of the LorD, 

And His ordinances with Israel.” 

22 Of Dan he said, 

“Dan Is a lion’s whelp, 

That leaps forth from Bashan.” 

23 Of Naphtali he said, 

“O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, 

And full of the blessing of the LORD, 

Take possession of the sea and the south.” 

24 Of Asher he said, 

“More blessed than sons is Asher; 

May he be favored by his brothers, 

And may he dip his foot in oil. 

25 “Your locks will be iron and bronze, 

And according to your days, so will your leisurely walk be. 
26 “There is none like the God of “/eshurun, 

Who rides the heavens “'to your help, 

And through the skies in His majesty. 

27 “The eternal God is a “dwelling place, 

And underneath are the everlasting arms; 

And He drove out the enemy from before you, 

And said, ‘Destroy!’ 

28 “So Israel dwells in security, 
The fountain of Jacob secluded, 
In a land of grain and new wine; 
His heavens also drop down dew. 


29 


Soyourenemie icge Before you, (Deuteronomy 33 NASB) 


As noted in the commentary “This chapter is similar in its effect to the blessing of 
Israel (Jacob) upon his twelve sons as recorded in Genesis 49. Since Moses was the 
one who recorded the blessing of Israel in Genesis 49, it is not a stretch to think he 
consciously modeled his blessing on Jacob’s previous one.” 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/deuteronomy-33/). 


Moses, in obedience to the Lord, goes to the mountaintop, dies, and is mourned for 
thirty days. Despite the fact of his advanced age (120), he is described as healthy 
and vigorous: “A/though Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he 
died, his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated.” (Deuteronomy 34: 7). Moses’ exact 
burial place is lost to history: “And He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, 


opposite Beth-peor; but no man knows his burial place to this day.”(Deuteronomy 
34:6 NASB) 


Moses’ work is done, his journey complete, and now God raises up another- Joshua- 
to be the leader of God’s people as they enter into the Land of Promise. The 
Scripture says: “Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for 
Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as 
the Lord had commanded Moses. 10 Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel 
like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 11 for all the signs and wonders which 
the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all his servants, 
and all his land, 12 and for all the mighty power and for all the great terror which 
Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.” (Deuteronomy 34:9-12 NASB) 


March 13, 2019 Joshua 1-3 


“Be strong and courageous”- these words to Joshua on his commissioning and in 
this chapter of new beginnings echo through the story of Joshua. Joshua, as were 
many leaders, was filled with God’s Spirit. This enabled him to do the exceptional, 
the extraordinary, and to lead and persist in situations that one lacking Joshua’s 
focus and determination would fail or quit. The Scripture describes this beginning: 
“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of 
Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, 
get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land | am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites. 3 | will give you every place where you set your foot, as | promised 
Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great 
river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 
5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As | was with 


Moses, so | will be with you; | will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 ee 


7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 
gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you 


will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have | not commanded you? pee 
(joshua 1:1-9 NIV) 


The people respond to Joshua’s orders to prepare themselves for the coming 
struggle- even the half tribes of Manasseh and the Ruebenites and Gadite, who will 


live in the rich pastureland east of the Jordan: and wierever you send 


does nol abe what (Joshua 1:16-18 NIV) 


Spies are sent into the fortress- the walled city of Jericho. They are to bring back 
details of enemy strength, fortifications, geography and morale. During their 
mission they encounter an unexpected ally- the woman Rahab. God’s power and 
blessing to His people must have reached the inhabitants of this walled city, for 
Rahab had heard- and believed- that God’s people would triumph. Perhaps in order 
to save herself and her family, or in obedience to God’s leading- she hid the spies 
and misdirected those who would seek them out. 


Our surprising God does the (to us!) unexpected and inserts this faithful woman into 
the very bloodline of Jesus! Matthew’s gospel records two “pagan” women (Rahab 
and Ruth) in the line of Jesus’ earthly descent: ”This is the genealogy of Jesus the 
Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 Judah the 
father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, 4 Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father 
of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose 
mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the 
father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David.” (Matthew 1:1-6 NIV) 


Rahab’s assistance to the spies is described this way: “Then Joshua the son of Nun 
sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho.” So they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, 
and lodged there. 2 It was told the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men from the 
sons of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.” 3 And the king of 
Jericho sent word to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who 
have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4 But the 
woman had taken the two men and hidden them, and she said, “Yes, the men came 
to me, but | did not know where they were from. 5 It came about when it was time 
to shut the gate at dark, that the men went out; | do not know where the men went. 
Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she had brought them up to 
the roof and hidden them in the stalks of flax which she had laid in order on the 
roof. 7 So the men pursued them on the road to the Jordan to the fords; and as soon 
as those who were pursuing them had gone out, they shut the gate. 


8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the 
men, 


15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the 
city wall, so that she was living on the wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hill 
country, so that the pursuers will not happen upon you, and hide yourselves there 
for three days until the pursuers return. Then afterward you may go on your way.” 
17 The men said to her, “We shall be free from this oath to you which you have 
made us swear, 18 unless, when we come into the land, you tie this cord of scarlet 
thread in the window through which you let us down, and gather to yourself into the 
house your father and your mother and your brothers and all your father’s 
household. 19 It shall come about that anyone who goes out of the doors of your 
house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be free; but 
anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid 
on him. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be free from the oath 
which you have made us swear.” 21 She said, “According to your words, so be it.” 
So she sent them away, and they departed; and she tied the scarlet cord in the 
window.” (Joshua 2:1-21 NASB) 


The Harlot Rahab and the Two Spies (James Tissot) 


Preparations are made for the momentous event to come- the crossing of the 
Jordan. This physical crossing represents a spiritual step forward for God’s people. 
Toughened and tested by the desert, and renewed in their faith- they are ready to 
move forward and follow their God. The ark is to precede them, borne by the 
priests, and they are to follow, tribe by tribe: “Then Joshua rose early in the 
morning; and he and all the sons of Israel set out from Shittim and came to the 
Jordan, and they lodged there before they crossed. 2 At the end of three days the 


officers went through the midst of the camp; 3 and they commanded the people, 
saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God with the 
Levitical priests carrying it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it. 4 
However, there shall be between you and it a distance of about 2,000 cubits by 
measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you shall go, 
for you have not passed this way before.” 


5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord 
will do wonders among you.” 6 And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up 
the ark of the covenant and cross over ahead of the people.” So they took up the 
ark of the covenant and went ahead of the people.” ((Joshua 3:1-6 NASB) 


Just as God had parted the waters of the Sea at the beginning of the long journey to 
the Land of Promise, He again miraculously parted the waters of the Jordan River so 
the people could pass through: Now the LorD said to Joshua, “This day | will begin 
to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that just as | have been 
with Moses, | will be with you. * You shall, moreover, command the priests who are 
carrying the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters 
of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’”? Then Joshua said to the sons of 
Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the LorD your God.” Joshua said, “By 
this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will 

assuredly dispossess from before you the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the 
Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite. 4 Behold, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the 

Jordan. ? Now then, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one 
man for each tribe. # It shall come about when the soles of the feet of the priests 
who carry the ark of the Lorb, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan will be cut off, and the waters which are “flowing 
down from above “will stand in one heap.” 

14 So when the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan with the priests 
carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, *® and when those who carried 
the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were 
dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks all the days of 
harvest), 7*the waters which were “flowing down from above stood and rose up 

in one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and 
those which were “flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 
completely cut off. So the people crossed opposite Jericho. 7” And the priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the LorD stood firm on dry ground in the middle 
of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the nation had finished 
crossing the Jordan. (Joshua 3:7-17 NASB) 


March 14, 2019 Joshua 4-6 


Remember- the miracles, the provision, the great blessings and leading of God! The 
people, who like us often “forget” about God’s wonderful presence and blessing, 
needed a reminder of this momentous day wen the covenant would be fulfilled. 
Each tribe is to take a stone, and assemble it as a “monument of remembrance” (an 
“Ebenezer”), and pile it together as a stony reminder: “Now when all the nation had 
finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, 2 “Take for 
yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from each tribe, 3 and command 


them, saying, ‘Take up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of the middle of 
the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet are standing firm, and carry them 
over with you and lay them down in the lodging place where you will lodge 
tonight.’” 4 So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the sons 
of Israel, one man from each tribe; 5 and Joshua said to them, “Cross again to the 
ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up a 
stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Israel. 6 
Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, saying, ‘What do 
these stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall say to them, ‘Because the waters of 
the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it crossed 
the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut Off.’ 

.” Joshua 4:1-7 NASB) 


And God exalted Joshua that day and confirmed His blessings on Joshua’s 
leadership: “On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that 
they revered him, just as they had revered Moses all the days of his life.” (Joshua 
4:14) 


The number of men of fighting age that could serve as soldiers was 40,000 (verse 
13). The people camped on the “other side” of the Jordan, most likely expecting a 
great battle to come. God, however, had other plans for Jericho! 


To prepare the people for what was to come. God ordered them to become 
circumcised. This practice had apparently been abandoned during the 40 years of 
wandering: “At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make for yourself flint knives and 
circumcise again the sons of Israel the second time.” 3 So Joshua made himself flint 
knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 This is the reason 
why Joshua circumcised them: all the people who came out of Egypt who were 
males, all the men of war, died in the wilderness along the way after they came out 


of Egypt. 5 For all the people who came out were circumcised, Teas 

. 6 For the sons of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until 
all the nation, that is, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished because 
they did not listen to the voice of the Lord, to whom the Lord had sworn that He 
would not let them see the land which the Lord had sworn to their fathers to give 
us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 Their children whom He raised up in their 
place, Joshua circumcised, for they were uncircumcised, because they had not 


circumcised them along the way. 


8 Now when they had finished circumcising all the nation, they remained in their 
places in the camp until they were healed. 9 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today | 
have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So the name of that place is 
called Gilgal to this day. 


10 While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover on the 
evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho. 11 On 
the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the produce of the 
land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day after 
they had eaten some of the produce of the land, 


(joshua 5:2-12 NASB) 
The miracle of manna stopped- as it was no longer needed- and God’s people ate of 
the “yield of the land of Canaan” for the first time. 


God then provided a “leader” who appeared as a “man with a sword” to Joshua, 
who asked if the mysterious man were an enemy or friend. The “man” answered 
that he was the captain of the host: 

“Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his 
hand, and Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our 
adversaries?” 14 He said, “No; rather | indeed come now as captain of the host of 
the Lord.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to 
him, “What has my lord to say to his servant?” 15 


.” (joshua 5:13-15 NASB) The very angels of 
God were to fight the battle for God’s people! 


God’s plan for conquest was simple...march around the city, with trumpets blowing 
and the priests bearing the ark in the lead- seven times- and the city would “fall in” 
and the people of God could literally walk into the city unopposed: “Now Jericho was 
tightly shut because of the sons of Israel; no one went out and no one came in. 2 
The Lord said to Joshua, “See, | have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and 
the valiant warriors. 3 You shall march around the city, all the men of war circling 
the city once. You shall do so for six days. 4 Also seven priests shall carry seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march 
around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall be 
that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of 
the city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man straight ahead.” 
(Joshua 6:1-5 NASB) 


Events unfolded exactly as God had promised, and the city was overthrown without 
a battle- the angelic forces of God caused the walls to collapse inward, and the 
armed people of God took the city unopposed: Then on the seventh day they rose 
early at the dawning of the day and marched around the city in the same manner 
seven times; only on that day they marched around the city seven times. At the 
seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, 
“Shout! For the LorD has given you the city. ” The city shall be under the ban, it and 
all that Is in it belongs to the LoroD; only Rahab the harlot “and all who are with her 
in the house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. # But as for 
you, only keep yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you do 

not “covet them and take some of the things under the ban, and make the camp of 
Israel accursed and bring trouble on it. #8 But all the silver and gold and articles of 
bronze and iron are holy to the Lorn; they shall go into the treasury of 

the LorD.” 7? So the people shouted, and “priests blew the trumpets; and when the 
people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great shout and 
the wall fell down “flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 

straight “ahead, and they took the city. #* They “utterly destroyed everything in the 


city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the 
edge of the sword.” (Joshua 6:15-21 NASB) 


Only Rahab and her family were spared, as promised by the two “spies”:” Joshua 
said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the harlot’s house and 
bring the woman and all she has out of there, as you have sworn to her.” 23 So the 
young men who were spies went in and brought out Rahab and her father and her 
mother and her brothers and all she had; they also brought out all her relatives and 
placed them outside the camp of Israel. 24 They burned the city with fire, and all 
that was in f. 


25 However, Rahab the harlot and her 
father’s household and all she had, Joshua spared; and she has lived in the midst of 
Israel to this day, for she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.” 
(joshua 6:22-25 NASB) 


The city was never to be rebuilt, and the valuable articles of gold and silver were to 
be dedicated to God’s temple: “Then Joshua made them take an oath at that time, 
saying, “ 


27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his 
fame was in all the land.” (Joshua 6:26-27 NASB) 


Biblical archaeology is a fascinating field all to itself. By examining “digs” at the 
sites of ancient cities and towns, astonishing amounts of information can be 
obtained. One such site is the site of Jericho, the source of some controversy from 
Original findings that certain artifacts were NOT found. However, later re- 
examination of the site caused many to conclude that the biblical history related to 
this site is astonishingly accurate! 

(http://www. biblearchaeology.org/post/2009/01/30/Jericho-Does-the-Evidence- 
Disprove-or-Prove-the-Bible.aspx) Several other articles are illuminating as well 
(https://www.nytimes.com/1990/02/22/world/believers-score-in-battle-over-the- 


battle-of-jericho.html). 


(0 one 872) 
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Dedicated to the Lord- those were the orders for all the treasures taken during the 
conquest of Jericho. Each person was to turn in all valuable items for the Sanctuary, 
to the glory of God. Human greed, in the form of Achan and his family, overruled 
and hoarding of these items of value was done flagrantly and (apparently) without 
shame. God was aware of this, and His wrathful anger caused a loss in the battle 
with the inhabitants of Ai: “But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully in regard to the 
things under the ban, for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of 
Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, took some of the things under the ban, therefore the 
anger of the Lord burned against the sons of Israel. 


2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, 
and said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” So the men went up and spied out 
Ai. 3 They returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not let all the people go up; only 
about two or three thousand men need go up to Ai; do not make all the people toil 
up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three thousand men from the people went 
up there, but they fled from the men of Ai. 5 The men of Ai struck down about 
thirty-six of their men, and pursued them from the gate as far as Shebarim and 
struck them down on the descent, so the hearts of the people melted and became 
as water. 


6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the 
Lord until the evening, both he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their 
heads. 7 Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why did You ever bring this people over the 
Jordan, only to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? If only we 
had been willing to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what can! say since Israel 
has turned their back before their enemies? 9 For the Canaanites and all the 
inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and they will surround us and cut off our name 
from the earth. And what will You do for Your great name?” 


10 So the Lord said to Joshua, “Rise up! Why is it that you have fallen on your face? 
11 Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which | 
commanded them. And they have even taken some of the things under the ban and 
have both stolen and deceived. Moreover, they have also put them among their 
own things. 12 Therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they 
turn their backs before their enemies, for they have become accursed. | will not be 
with you anymore unless you destroy the things under the ban from your midst.” 
(joshua 7:1-12 NASB) 

Unless those breaking God’s commands were identified and brought to justice, God 
would no longer dwell with His people and be their protector and guarantor of 
victory. 


Joshua acted swiftly and decisively: “So Joshua arose early in the morning and 
brought Israel near by tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 He brought the 
family of Judah near, and he took the family of the Zerahites; and he brought the 
family of the Zerahites near man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 He brought his 
household near man by man; and Achan, son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, 
from the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, | implore 
you, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give praise to Him; and tell me 
now what you have done. Do not hide it from me.” 20 So Achan answered Joshua 
and said, “Truly, | have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel, and this is what | 
did: 21 when! saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and two hundred 
shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then | coveted them and 
took them; and behold, they are concealed in the earth inside my tent with the 
silver underneath it.” 


22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was 
concealed in his tent with the silver underneath it. 23 They took them from inside 
the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the sons of Israel, and they poured 
them out before the Lord. 24 Then Joshua and all Israel with him, took Achan the 
son of Zerah, the silver, the mantle, the bar of gold, his sons, his daughters, his 
oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent and all that belonged to him; and they 
brought them up to the valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? 
The Lord will trouble you this day.” 


Pk dae aan Therefore the name of that place has been called the valley 


of Achor to this day.” (Joshua 7:16-26 NASB) 


The harshness of the judgment only emphasizes how serious the disobedience to 
God’s command was-the Scripture teaches us “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 


6:23)-if not physical death, the more insidious spiritual death! See also 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/the-wages-of-sin-is-death.html). 


Joshua was not only a spiritual and secular leader, but was a brilliant military leader 
and tactician as well. Joshua 8 records his battle plan to lure the men of Ai away 
from their city by pretending to lose the battle to them, and them both ambush the 
attacking army and burn the city in plain sight of the ambushed army. The victory 
was complete, as the Bible describes the events of that battle: “Now Joshua rose 
early in the morning and mustered the people, and he went up with the elders of 
Israel before the people to Ai. 11 Then all the people of war who were with him went 
up and drew near and arrived in front of the city, and camped on the north side of 
Ai. Now there was a valley between him and Ai. 12 And he took about 5,000 men 
and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the city. 13 So 
they stationed the people, all the army that was on the north side of the city, and its 
rear guard on the west side of the city, and Joshua spent that night in the midst of 
the valley. 14 It came about when the king of Ai saw it, that the men of the city 
hurried and rose up early and went out to meet Israel in battle, he and all his people 
at the appointed place before the desert plain. But he did not know that there was 
an ambush against him behind the city. 15 Joshua and all Israel pretended to be 
beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wilderness. 16 And all the people 
who were in the city were called together to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua 
and were drawn away from the city. 17 So not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who 
had not gone out after Israel, and they left the city unguarded and pursued Israel. 


18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward 
Ai, for | will give it into your hand.” So Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in 
his hand toward the city. 19 The men in ambush rose quickly from their place, and 
when he had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it, 
and they quickly set the city on fire. 20 When the men of Ai turned back and looked, 
behold, the smoke of the city ascended to the sky, and they had no place to flee 
this way or that, for the people who had been fleeing to the wilderness turned 
against the pursuers. 21 When Joshua and all Israel saw that the men in ambush 
had captured the city and that the smoke of the city ascended, they turned back 
and slew the men of Ai. 22 The others came out from the city to encounter them, so 
that they were trapped in the midst of Israel, some on this side and some on that 
side; and they slew them until no one was left of those who survived or escaped. 23 
But they took alive the king of Ai and brought him to Joshua. 


24 Now when Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the field in the 
wilderness where they pursued them, and all of them were fallen by the edge of the 
sword until they were destroyed, then all Israel returned to Ai and struck it with the 
edge of the sword. 25 All who fell that day, both men and women, were 12,000—all 
the people of Ai. 26 For Joshua did not withdraw his hand with which he stretched 
out the javelin until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Al. 27 Israel took 
only the cattle and the spoil of that city as plunder for themselves, according to the 
word of the Lord which He had commanded Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai and 
made it a heap forever, a desolation until this day. 29 He hanged the king of Ai on a 
tree until evening; and at sunset Joshua gave command and they took his body 
down from the tree and threw it at the entrance of the city gate, and raised over it a 
great heap of stones that stands to this day.” (Joshua 8:10-29). 


Notice that Joshua was an “early riser” (Joshua 7:16; 8:10)! One might wonder if 
this reflected his focus on doing God’s will and his total dedication to the welfare of 
God’s people. The Lord certainly knew human nature to make such am excellent 
choice of leaders as Joshua proved to be! 


To thank God for the victory, Joshua built an altar (of “uncut stones”- verse 31) and 
worshipped and sacrificed to the Lord. All the victorious people celebrated and 
worshipped with Joshua: “Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, in 
Mount Ebal, 31 just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the sons of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Mose 

, and they offered burnt offerings on it to the 
Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings. 32 He wrote there on the stones a copy of the 
law of Moses, which he had written, in the presence of the sons of Israel. 33 All 
Israel with their elders and officers and their judges were standing on both sides of 
the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
the stranger as well as the native. Half of them stood in front of Mount Gerizim and 
half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the Lord had given 
command at first to bless the people of Israel. 34 Then afterward he read all the 
words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the 
book of the law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which 
Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel with the women and the little 
ones and the strangers who were living among them.” (Joshua 8:30-35 NASB) 


Why “uncut stones” ? (https://whatthenwhynow.org/uncut-stone/) An uncut stone is 


a stone used for building exactly as it is presented by God in nature. We neither 
add not subtract to or from it, and therefore do not “profane” it. This is a reflection 
of how we come to the God of the universe “just as we are”. God neither needs nor 
desires us to do anything but come and present ourselves to Him, and trust Him for 
forgiveness, grace and mercy. Please also see the beautiful meditation at 
(https://neathercking.org/2012/04/16/altars-of-uncut-stones-or-the-beauty-of- 
simple-obedience/). 
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Then and now- the nation of Israel is surrounded by enemies- whose stated purpose 
is to annihilate these people from the earth. The nations of that time “plotted 
together” to work as a united force against God’s people: “Now it came about when 
all the kings who were beyond the Jordan, in the hill country and in the lowland and 
on all the coast of the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittite and the Amorite, the 
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, heard of it, 2 that they 
gathered themselves together with one accord to fight with Joshua and with Israel.” 
(Joshua 8:1-2 NASB) 

The Psalmist asks the question “why?”: “Why do the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break 
their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.” (Psalm 2:1-3 KJV) 


Why? Why would the Enemy, knowing that he is defeated, continue to battle 
against the God who will ultimately have the final victory? Such is the nature of 


evil- and the evil within us- to rebel, kick and scream, and fight against the very 
One who loves us the best. 


The Gibeonites saw the futility of opposing God’s people, so they cleverly arranged 
to look like they had traveled from a great distance to avoid conflict. Without 
consulting God, the people accepted this ruse and made a covenant of peace with 
the Gibeonites: “So the men of Israel took some of their provisions, 

. 15 Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant 
with them, to let them live; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to 
them.” (Joshua 9:14-15 NASB) 


When Joshua discovered the deception of the Gibeonites, and realized he could not 
go back on the binding promise he had made with them, Joshua decreed that these 
people would pay the price for their deception with perpetual servanthood: Then 
Joshua called for them and spoke to them, saying, “Why have you deceived us, 
saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you are living within our land? 23 Now 
therefore, you are cursed, and you shall never cease being slaves, both hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.” 24 So they answered Joshua 
and said, “Because it was certainly told your servants that the Lord your God had 
commanded His servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the land before you; therefore we feared greatly for our lives because 
of you, and have done this thing. 25 Now behold, we are in your hands; do as it 
seems good and right in your sight to do to us.” 26 Thus he did to them, and 
delivered them from the hands of the sons of Israel, and they did not kill them. 27 
But Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
congregation and for the altar of the Lord, to this day, in the place which He would 
choose.” (Joshua 9:22-27 NASB) 


Very soon Joshua’s pledge to the Gibeonites was put to the test. Five kings of the 
surrounding enemies of God’s people heard of Gibeon’s deception, and plotted to 
war with them and destroy them. When Joshua heard of this plot of war, he 
defended the Gibeonites- and his own people- in what would be the first of many 
conflicts of this sort- a battle for the very survival of God’s people! The Scripture 
recounts it this way: “So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war 
with him and all the valiant warriors. 8 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, 
for | have given them into your hands; not one of them shall stand before you.” 9 So 
Joshua came upon them suddenly by marching all night from Gilgal. 10 And the Lord 
confounded them before Israel, and He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as 
Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled from before Israel, while they were at the 
descent of Beth-horon, the Lord threw large stones from heaven on them as far as 
Azekah, and they died; there were more who died from the hailstones than those 
whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword. 


12 Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the 
Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, 


“O sun, stand still at Gibeon, 
And O moon in the valley of Aijalon.” 
13 So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, 


Until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies. 


Is it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky 
and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. 14 There was no day like that 
before it or after it, when the Lord listened to the voice of a man; for the Lord fought 
for Israel. 


15 Then Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp to Gilgal.” (Joshua 10:7- 
15 NASB). Notice that the sun “stood still” to give the army of God’s people 
sufficient time to complete their victory! The apocryphal “Book of Jasher” (verse 
13) - a “lost book” is also mentioned in this passage. Please see 
(https://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/apo/jasher/index.htm) as well as 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Jasher (biblical _references)). 


“iy 


nay 


Joshuah Ordering the Sun to Stand Still (1743-1744), Joseph Marie Vien in Musée 
Fabre, Montpellier. 


God gave the victory, and the five kings, who had fled to a cave, were killed and 
their bodies disgraced by hanging, their bodies cast into the cave where they had 
been hiding, and and the mouth of the cave sealed with stones: “Then Joshua said, 
“Open the mouth of the cave and bring these five kings out to me from the cave.” 
23 They did so, and brought these five kings out to him from the cave: the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king 
of Eglon. 24 When they brought these kings out to Joshua, Joshua called for all the 
men of Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, 
“Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings.” So they came near and put 
their feet on their necks. 25 Joshua then said to them, “Do not fear or be dismayed! 
Be strong and courageous, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies with whom 
you fight.” 26 So afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he 
hanged them on five trees; and they hung on the trees until evening. 27 It came 


about at sunset that Joshua gave a command, and they took them down from the 
trees and threw them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and put 
large stones over the mouth of the cave, to this very day.” (Joshua 10: 22-27 NASB) 


Makkedah was also captured and destroyed that same day: “Now Joshua captured 
Makkedah on that day, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword; he 
utterly destroyed it and every person who was in it. He left no survivor. Thus he did 
to the king of Makkedah just as he had done to the king of Jericho.” (Joshua 10:28 
NASB) 


Joshua continued conquering and neutralizing God’s enemies throughout southern 
Palestine. His victories were complete, and the Lord “fought for Israel” (verse 42) : 
“Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill country and the “Negev and the lowland 
and the slopes and all their kings. He left no survivor, but he “utterly destroyed all 
who breathed, just as the Lorb, the God of Israel, had commanded. ** Joshua struck 
them from Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen even 
as far as Gibeon. “Joshua captured all these kings and their lands at one time, 
because the Lorb, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. #7 So Joshua and all Israel with 
him returned to the camp at Gilgal.” (Joshua 10:39-42 NASB) 
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Will the wars of God’s people ever end? | am certain that modern day Israel 
wonders the same thing, as they are-as they were- surrounded by enemies. This 
chapter of Joshua describes the “final conquest”- the pagan peoples and tribes to 
the north of the Promised Land are conquered and eliminated. The Bible tells us: 
“Then it came about, when Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, that he sent to Jobab king 
of Madon and to the king of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph, 2 and to the kings 


who were of the north in the hill country, and in the Arabah—south of Chinneroth 
and in the lowland and on the heights of Dor on the west— 3 to the Canaanite on 
the east and on the west, and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 
Jebusite in the hill country, and the Hivite at the foot of Hermon in the land of 
Mizpeh. 4 They came out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as 
the sand that is on the seashore, with very many horses and chariots. 5 So all of 
these kings having agreed to meet, came and encamped together at the waters of 
Merom, to fight against Israel. 


6 


7 So Joshua and all the people of war with him 
came upon them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and attacked them. 8 The Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that they defeated them, and pursued 
them as far as Great Sidon and Misrephoth-maim and the valley of Mizpeh to the 
east; and they struck them until no survivor was left to them. 9 Joshua did to them 
as the Lord had told him; he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with 
fire. 


10 Then Joshua turned back at that time, and captured Hazor and struck its king 
with the sword; for Hazor formerly was the head of all these kingdoms. 11 They 
struck every person who was in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying 
them; there was no one left who breathed. And he burned Hazor with fire. 12 Joshua 
captured all the cities of these kings, and all their kings, and he struck them with 
the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed them; just as Moses the servant of the 
Lord had commanded. 13 However, Israel did not burn any cities that stood on their 
mounds, except Hazor alone, which Joshua burned. 14 All the spoil of these cities 
and the cattle, the sons of Israel took as their plunder; but they struck every man 
with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them. They left no one who 
breathed. 15 


(Joshua 11:1-15 NASB) 


Finally there was “a rest from war” as the people prepared to occupy the Land that 
God had promised to the in His covenant: “So Joshua took the whole land, according 
to all that the Lord had spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to 
Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Thus the land had rest from war.” 
(joshua 11:23 NASB) 


Joshua 12 is a recounting of the “kings” that were conquered by Joshua to take 
possession of the Land. This catalog of accomplishment lists 31 kings that were 
conquered and their land claimed by God’s people. The “kings” here were more 
along the line of leaders of a city or small region, as oppose to the modern concept 
of a king (or monarch) over a whole land. Matthew Henry’s commentary offers this 
insight: “These kings contented themselves with the government, each of them, of 
one city and the towns and villages that pertained to it; and no one of them, for 
aught that appears, aimed to make himself master of the rest, but, when there was 
occasion, all united for the common safety.” 


(https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/joshua/ 
12.html) 


Even so, the list is impressive and was a constant reminder of the power and 
inspiration of God! | am reminded of two verse in particular: “The weapons we fight 
with are not weapons of this world. On the contrary they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds.” (2 Corinthians 10:4 NIV) and “What shall we say in response 
to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31 NIV) 


Joshua 13 describes the division of the Land by tribes. The Levites were not given 
an allocation, as they were to be the priestly class and servants to all the others, 
and were provided for by God through gifts to the places of worship, sacrifices and 
other offerings. Joshua is described as becoming older and “advanced in years” 
(Joshua 13:1), with much of the organization and occupation remaining to be done. 
It would not be surprising if the accumulated burden of leading his people into 
nearly constant warfare took an additional toll on Joshua! 


Some land remained to be claimed: “This is the land that remains: all the regions of 
the Philistines and all those of the Geshurites; 3 from the Shihor which is east of 
Egypt, even as far as the border of Ekron to the north (it is counted as Canaanite); 
the five lords of the Philistines: the Gazite, the Ashdodite, the Ashkelonite, the 
Gittite, the Ekronite; and the Avvite 4 to the south, all the land of the Canaanite, 
and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians, as far as Aphek, to the border of the 
Amorite; 5 and the land of the Gebalite, and all of Lebanon, toward the east, from 
Baal-gad below Mount Hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 6 All the inhabitants of the 
hill country from Lebanon as far as Misrephoth-maim, all the Sidonians, | will drive 
them out from before the sons of Israel; only allot it to Israel for an inheritance as | 
have commanded you. 7 Now therefore, apportion this land for an inheritance to the 
nine tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh.” (Joshua 13:2-7 NASB) 


Joshua 13 ends with a summarizing statement: “These are the territories which 
Moses apportioned for an inheritance in the plains of Moab, beyond the Jordan at 
Jericho to the east. 33 But to the tribe of Levi, Moses did not give an inheritance; the 
Lord, the God of Israel, is their inheritance, as He had promised to them.” (Joshua 
13:32-33 NASB) 
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The land was divided according to God’s directions: ”“So the Israelites divided the 
land, just as the Lord had commanded Moses.” (Joshua 14:5 NASB). Joshua then 
blessed Caleb, his faithful companion when “spying out the land” forty years earlier. 
Caleb and Joshua were the two out of twelve that urged the people to take the 
Promised Land, and God had rewarded him with forty five years of health and vigor. 
Now, at age 85, he is to claim his blessing and reward: “Then Joshua blessed Caleb 
son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 14 So Hebron has 
belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed 
the Lord, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 15 (Hebron used to be called Kiriath 
Arba after Arba, who was the greatest man among the Anakites.) 


Then the land had rest from war.” (Joshua 14:13-15 NASB) 


Hebron has a very rich history (https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/history-and- 
overview-of-hebron). Later David was anointed king in Hebron, a city he ruled for 


seven years prior to his rule over all of Israel. 


The allotment to the tribe of Judah is described in detail, using the geography of the 
land to describe the boundaries. The land given to Judah would later become the 
Southern Kingdom, as the Northern Kingdom- the remainder- would comprise the 
two divided kingdoms of Israel. The Scripture describes the boundaries if the land 
given to the tribe of Judah: “The allotment for the tribe of Judah, according to its 
clans, extended down to the territory of Edom, to the Desert of Zin in the extreme 
south. 


2 Their southern boundary started from the bay at the southern end of the Dead 
Sea, 3 crossed south of Scorpion Pass, continued on to Zin and went over to the 
south of Kadesh Barnea. Then it ran past Hezron up to Addar and curved around to 
Karka. 4 It then passed along to Azmon and joined the Wadi of Egypt, ending at the 
Mediterranean Sea. This is their southern boundary. 5 The eastern boundary is the 
Dead Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan. 


The northern boundary started from the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan, 6 
went up to Beth Hoglah and continued north of Beth Arabah to the Stone of Bohan 
son of Reuben. 7 The boundary then went up to Debir from the Valley of Achor and 
turned north to Gilgal, which faces the Pass of Adummim south of the gorge. It 
continued along to the waters of En Shemesh and came out at En Rogel. 8 Then it 
ran up the Valley of Ben Hinnom along the southern slope of the Jebusite city (that 
is, Jerusalem). From there it climbed to the top of the hill west of the Hinnom Valley 
at the northern end of the Valley of Rephaim. 9 From the hilltop the boundary 
headed toward the spring of the waters of Nephtoah, came out at the towns of 
Mount Ephron and went down toward Baalah (that is, Kiriath Jearim). 10 Then it 
curved westward from Baalah to Mount Seir, ran along the northern slope of Mount 
Jearim (that is, Kesalon), continued down to Beth Shemesh and crossed to Timnah. 
11 It went to the northern slope of Ekron, turned toward Shikkeron, passed along to 
Mount Baalah and reached Jabneel. The boundary ended at the sea. 12 The western 
boundary is the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea. 

These are the boundaries around the people of Judah by their clans.” (Joshua 15:1- 
12 NASB) 


A map is helpful here. 
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http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/division-of-opromised-land-to-twelve-tribes- 
israel.html 


As previously noted, Caleb inherited the city and surrounding territory of Hebron. 
The biblical writer insets a touching and interesting story about Caleb’s family and 
their driving out Hebron’s previous inhabitants. Caleb promises his daughter in 
marriage to the one who drives out the inhabitants of Debir. He then awards his 
nephew Othniel the hand of Aksah in marriage when he accomplishes this task. 
Aksah then asks her father Caleb for land which contains a valuable source of water, 
and Caleb grants it to her: “/n accordance with the Lord’s command to him, Joshua 
gave to Caleb son of Jephunneh a portion in Judah—Kiriath Arba, that is, Hebron. 
(Arba was the forefather of Anak.) 14 From Hebron Caleb drove out the three 
Anakites—Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai, the sons of Anak. 15 From there he 
marched against the people living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath Sepher). 16 And 
Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Aksah in marriage to the man who attacks and 
captures Kiriath Sepher.” 17 Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s brother, took it; so Caleb 
gave his daughter Aksah to him in marriage. 


18 One day when she came to Othniel, 
When she got off her donkey, Caleb asked her, “What can | do for you?” 


19 She replied, “Do me a special favor. Since you have given me land in the Negev, 
give me also springs of water.” So Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs.” 
(Joshua 15:13-19 NASB) 
The footnote in verse 18 is an attempt to resolve an apparent inconsistency. Did 
Othniel ask his wife Aksah to please with her father for the land, or (as the Scripture 
reads), did Aksah ask Othniel to plead for the land? The next verse shows clearly 
that Aksah makes a plea to her father, not Othniel! Is the Scripture incorrect (or in 
error?). Was this a simple transcription error? The footnote reads: "Joshua 15:18 
(see also 
note at Judges 1:14) Othniel, he urged her. 


There apparently is some divergence in the manuscripts on this verse. | am not 
certain why the NASB translators chose to use this version of the verse, when logic 
and common sense argue against it. This seemingly small point is actually part of a 
larger set of issues about both the authenticity and the authority of Scripture. The 
United Methodist Church (united in name only) recently held a called General 
Conference (February 2019) in St. Louis to discuss the authority of Scripture as to 
the prohibition of openly gay persons either being married in the church or 
becoming ordained, The “Traditional Plan” was adopted, which reinforces the 
church’s traditional stance on this issue, adding penalties for clergy performing 
marriages of same sex couples. 


teachings of the Word to our lives? See especially 


(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/the-christians-view-of- 


scripture/) 


This is certainly not a simple issue, as “cultural relevance” has crept into our 
interpretations of Scripture. All sins are sins, even the ones we conveniently label 
as “OK” such as gluttony, gossip and bearing false witness, or the ever present 
“white lie”. My divorce and remarriage disqualified me from the office of elder in 
the PCA church | once attended, so | could argue that a divorced person is forgiven 
and should enjoy full standing. | was overruled! Even if we are unhappy with the 
simple application of God’s clear directions and standards, 
. This “high view” of Scripture is under 
constant attack, but has a strong historical support. Many believers have held 
strongly to the doctrines of divine inspiration and inerrancy of the Scripture, 
including Augustine, Jerome, Martin Luther (“sola scirptura”), Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
C.S. Lewis, and may others. The scope of this discussion and debate is beyond the 
resources and wisdom of this author, but there are many helpful references that 


might illuminate this critical issue (https: //discovertheword.org/2016/01/18/what- 
d high f- ) 


Another seemingly small detail is recorded in Joshua 15: “Judah could not dislodge 
the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live there with 
the people of Judah.” (Joshua 15:63 NASB) God’s clear direction was to eliminate 
(completely destroy) the pagan peoples living in the Promised Land. This may seem 


harsh, cold and even evil to some, but God’s reasoning and purpose are clear- the 
presence of “pagans” among God’s people presents a constant temptation to adopt 
other “gods” and violate the first Commandment. God is- justifiably- a jealous God- 
and is jealous for the relationship he desires (and deserves) with His people. The 
history of ancient Israel reflects this tragic cycle: prosperity, then forgetting or 
marginalizing God, then conquest by others, suffering and misery, crying out to 
God, and then restoration. Then, tragically, the cycle repeats itself. God, who 
made us and knows us, simply understands us well enough to know what is best for 
His children! 


The tribal allotments to Manasseh and Ephraim are described in Joshua 16. These 
two tribes, like the tribe of Judah, also permitted (or did not conquer and destroy) 
the pagan peoples living in their midst: “They did not dislodge the Canaanites living 
in Gezer; to this day the Canaanites live among the people of Ephraim but are 
required to do forced labor.” (Joshua 16:10 NASB) The same tragic error was 
repeated. We might argue that the Canaanites were treated as slaves, and put into 
“forced labor”. However, they were still physically present and thus presented a 
constant temptation to God’s people. 


March 19, 2019 Joshua 17-19 


The tribe of Manasseh is given their territory, after accommodation has been made 
for land suitable for their numerous flocks. One half of the tribe was to be located 
east of the Jordan River, and one half (roughly) to the west. (see the map for March 
18). The people (the “sons of Joseph”) complained that they were not given 
sufficient land, because of their great numbers. The tribe felt that they were 
blessed in numbers, and somehow “deserved” a larger portion of the Land: “Then 
the sons of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given me only one lot 
and one portion for an inheritance, since |!am a numerous people whom the Lord 
has thus far blessed?” (Joshua 17:14). The answer came that they should expand 
into the hill country, but they complained that the people already living there were 
powerful and had iron chariots (the rough equivalent of a tank in today’s warfare 
equipment). Joshua challenged them with these words: “/oshua said to them, “If 
you are a numerous people, go up to the forest and clear a place for yourself there 
in the land of the Perizzites and of the Rephaim, since the hill country of Ephraim is 
too narrow for you.” 16 The sons of Joseph said, “The hill country is not enough for 
us, and all the Canaanites who live in the valley land have chariots of iron, both 
those who are in Beth-shean and its towns and those who are in the valley of 
Jezreel.” 17 Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, saying, 
“You are a numerous people and have great power; you shall not have one lot only, 
18 but the hill country shall be yours. For though it is a forest, you shall clear it, and 
to its farthest borders it shall be yours; for you shall drive out the Canaanites, even 
though they have chariots of iron and though they are strong.” (Joshua 17:15-18 
NASB) 


There were still tribes who at this point in history had not yet claimed and occupied 
their assigned territory: “There remained among the sons of Israel seven tribes who 
had not divided their inheritance. 3 So Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “How long 
will you put off entering to take possession of the land which the Lord, the God of 
your fathers, has given you? 4 Provide for yourselves three men from each tribe 


that | may send them, and that they may arise and walk through the land and write 
a description of it according to their inheritance; then they shall return to me. 5 
They shall divide it into seven portions; Judah shall stay in its territory on the south, 
and the house of Joseph shall stay in their territory on the north. 6 You shall 
describe the land in seven divisions, and bring the description here to me. | will cast 
lots for you here before the Lord our God.” (Joshua 18:2-6 NASB) 


Coffman’s commentary makes this important point about the reluctance of these 
seven tribes in moving into and occupying their assigned territories: “Joshua's 
rebuke of the people for not having gone in to possess the land was well deserved. 
It would have required a drastic change in the life style of the people for them to 
have done so, and the natural inertia of people prevented this from happening. 
Besides that, the people would no longer dwell in a single camp, as previously, but 
each tribe would have to work for its own supplies and protection. Too long, we 
might say, they had been letting God look after them, and now, that the time had 
come for them to take care of themselves, they were very slow and reluctant to do 
so.” (https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/joshua-18.html) 


Benjamin’s territory is described in detail: “Now the /ot of the tribe of the sons of 
Benjamin came up according to their families, and the territory of their lot lay 
between the sons of Judah and the sons of Joseph. 12 Their border on the north side 
was from the Jordan, then the border went up to the side of Jericho on the north, 
and went up through the hill country westward, and it ended at the wilderness of 
Beth-aven. 13 From there the border continued to Luz, to the side of Luz (that is, 
Bethel) southward; and the border went down to Ataroth-addar, near the hill which 
lies on the south of lower Beth-horon. 14 The border extended from there and 
turned round on the west side southward, from the hill which lies before Beth-horon 
southward; and it ended at Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), a city of the sons of 
Judah. This was the west side. 15 Then the south side was from the edge of Kiriath- 
jearim, and the border went westward and went to the fountain of the waters of 
Nephtoah. 16 The border went down to the edge of the hill which is in the valley of 
Ben-hinnom, which ts in the valley of Rephaim northward; and it went down to the 
valley of Hinnom, to the slope of the Jebusite southward, and went down to En- 
rogel. 17 It extended northward and went to En-shemesh and went to Geliloth, 
which Is opposite the ascent of Adummim, and it went down to the stone of Bohan 
the son of Reuben. 18 It continued to the side in front of the Arabah northward and 
went down to the Arabah. 19 The border continued to the side of Beth-hoglah 
northward; and the border ended at the north bay of the Salt Sea, at the south end 
of the Jordan. This was the south border. 20 Moreover, the Jordan was its border on 
the east side. This was the inheritance of the sons of Benjamin, according to their 
families and according to its borders all around.” (Joshua 18:11-20 NASB) 


This allotment includes the central city of Jerusalem, as well as Jericho. Coffman’s 
commentary notes about Jerusalem: “Originally, this place was a Jebusite 
stronghold, and it remained so until David subdued it and made it the capital of his 
kingdom. This is by far the most important city of Palestine. It was called by Jesus 
himself, "the city of the great king": and its name adorns the Celestial City, the city 
that hath the foundations, whose builder and maker is God, which John saw "coming 
down from God out of heaven," and which is called the New Jerusalem, where the 
most exalted hopes of the human family are enshrined! The history of the first 


millennium B.C. and until the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. is in a very 
significant degree concerned with the story of Jerusalem and the Jewish people.” 


(https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/joshua-18.html) 


Saul, the first anointed king of Israel, was from this tribe! Wikipedia notes: 
“Responding to a growing threat from Philistine incursions, the Israelite tribes 
formed a strong, centralized monarchy during the eleventh century BC. The first 
king of this new entity was Saul, from the tribe of Benjamin (1 Samuel 9:1-2), which 
at the time was the smallest of the tribes. He reigned from Gibeah for 38 years (1 
Samuel 8:31).” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tribe_of Benjamin) 


Joshua 19 describes the boundaries of the tribes of Simeon (Joshua 19:1-9);Zebulon 
(Joshua 19:10-16); Issachar (Joshua 19:17-23); Asher (Joshua 19:24-31); Naphtali 
(joshua 19:24-31); and Dan (Joshua 19:43-51). It is notable and remarkable that 
Joshua, in the role of servant/leader, was given his portion last! “Joshua received 
what was promised to him by God, but in remarkable humility, he receives his 
portion last. This is the kind of humble service and concern for others that makes 
Joshua such a wonderful picture of Jesus Christ.” (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/joshua-18-19/) 


March 20, 2019 Joshua 20-21 


Cities of refuge were provide in God’s mercy to the persons accused of 
manslaughter, so that they could escape those pledged to take blood 
revenge for the killing. The rules were very specific- the accused could not 
leave the protective boundaries of the city. Wikipedia states: “In the Priestly 
Code, the regulations concerning the cities of refuge state that, once he had claimed 
asylum, a perpetrator had to be taken from the city and put on trial; if the trial found 
that the perpetrator was innocent of murder, then the perpetrator had to be returned 
under guard (for their own protection) to the city in which they had claimed 

asylum. This law code treats blood money as an unacceptable device that would 
compound the crime, insisting that atonement can only be made by blood. 


The Priestly Code states that no harm was allowed to come to the perpetrator once 

the Jewish high priest had died, at which point the perpetrator was free to leave the city 
without fear; the Mishnah states that the high priest's mother would traditionally 
supply clothing and food to those claiming asylum in the cities of refuge, so that these 
individuals would not wish for the death of her son. The Talmud argues that the death of 
the high priest formed an atonement, as the death of pious individuals counted as an 
atonement, and in its view, the high priest was extremely pious; Maimonides argued 
that the death of the high priest was simply an event so upsetting to the Israelites that 
they dropped all thoughts of vengeance.” ( 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cities_of_Refuge) 


The Bible names six such cities in Joshua 20: “Then the Lord spoke to Joshua, 
saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘Designate the cities of refuge, of 
which I spoke to you through Moses, 3 that the manslayer who kills any person 
unintentionally, without premeditation, may flee there, and they shall become your 
refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 He shall flee to one of these cities, and shall 
stand at the entrance of the gate of the city and state his case in the hearing of the 
elders of that city; and they shall take him into the city to them and give him a 


place, so that he may dwell among them. 5 Now if the avenger of blood pursues 
him, then they shall not deliver the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his 
neighbor without premeditation and did not hate him beforehand. 6 He shall dwell 
in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment, until the death of 
the one who Is high priest in those days. Then the manslayer shall return to his own 
city and to his own house, to the city from which he fled.’” 


7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali and Shechem in 
the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of 
Judah. 8 Beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they designated Bezer in the wilderness 
on the plain from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead from the tribe of Gad, 
and Golan in Bashan from the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These were the appointed cities 
for all the sons of Israel and for the stranger who sojourns among them, that 
whoever kills any person unintentionally may flee there, and not die by the hand of 
the avenger of blood until he stands before the congregation.” (Joshua 20 NAB) 


The Levites, who did not inherit land from the division of the land among the tribes, 
were provided forty eight cities. The Scripture names these: “Then the heads of 
households of the Levites approached Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, 
and the heads of households of the tribes of the sons of Israel. 2 They spoke to 
them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, “The Lord commanded through Moses 
to give us cities to live in, with their pasture lands for our cattle.” 3 So the sons of 
Israel gave the Levites from their inheritance these cities with their pasture lands, 
according to the command of the Lord. 4 Then the lot came out for the families of 
the Kohathites. And the sons of Aaron the priest, who were of the Levites, received 
thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Judah and from the tribe of the Simeonites 
and from the tribe of Benjamin. 


5 The rest of the sons of Kohath received ten cities by lot from the families of the 
tribe of Ephraim and from the tribe of Dan and from the half-tribe of Manasseh. 


6 The sons of Gershon received thirteen cities by lot from the families of the tribe of 
Issachar and from the tribe of Asher and from the tribe of Naphtali and from the 
half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. 


7 The sons of Merari according to their families received twelve cities from the tribe 
of Reuben and from the tribe of Gad and from the tribe of Zebulun. 


8 Now the sons of Israel gave by lot to the Levites these cities with their pasture 
lands, as the Lord had commanded through Moses.” (Joshua 21:1-8 NASB) 


All 48 of the cities had adjoining pasture lands, a part of God’s provision for the 
priests: “A// the cities of the Levites in the midst of the possession of the sons of 
Israel were forty-eight cities with their pasture lands. 42 These cities each had its 
surrounding pasture lands; thus it was with all these cities.” (Joshua 21:41-42 
NASB) 


And so God, the covenant maker, kept His covenant- as he always does- and gave 
His people the land, and power over those who previously occupied it: “So the Lord 
gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they 
possessed it and lived in it. 44 And the Lord gave them rest on every Side, 
according to all that He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies 
stood before them; the Lord gave all their enemies into their hand. 45 Not one of 


the good promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came 
to pass.” (Joshua 21:43-45 NASB) 


The promises made to Abram (Genesis 15:1-6; 18) had now come to fruition, and 
God “gave them rest on every side” (verse 44). One would imagine that God and 
His people would then “live happily ever after”, but original sin and the deadly 
consequences of sin were to prevent this blissful and tranquil harmony, as the 
people were to soon cycle through disobedience, consequences of disobedience, 
crying out to God for mercy and forgiveness, restoration, and then pride and 
entitlement would start the same dark cycle again! Life is not a Hallmark movie (or 
a fairy story)! 


March 21, 2019 Joshua 22-24 


The Reubenites, Gadites and the two half tribes of Manessah are give a blessing by 
Joshua, and a commendation for their assistance in overcoming the enemies of 
God’s people which occupied the Promised Land. They are admonished by Joshua: 
“Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law which Moses the 
servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God and walk in all His 
ways and keep His commandments and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your 
heart and with all your soul.” 6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and 
they went to their tents.” (Joshua 22:5-6 NASB) 


The faithfulness of these people was rewarded with the “spoils” of war as well as 
the land, and they departed to settle in their assigned territories: “Now to the one 
half-tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, but to the other 
half Joshua gave a possession among their brothers westward beyond the Jordan. So 
when Joshua sent them away to their tents, he blessed them, 8 and said to them, 
“Return to your tents with great riches and with very much livestock, with silver, 
gold, bronze, iron, and with very many clothes; divide the spoil of your enemies with 
your brothers.” 9 The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh returned home and departed from the sons of Israel at Shiloh which is in 
the land of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their possession which 
they had possessed, according to the command of the Lord through Moses.” (Joshua 
22:7-9 NASB) 


No sooner than the people departed to occupy their lands, they made an “offensive 
altar”, and in outrage, the other tribes prepared to go to war with their brother 
Israelites: “When they came to the region of the Jordan which is in the land of 
Canaan, the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
built an altar there by the Jordan, a large altar in appearance." And the sons of 
Israel heard it said, “Behold, the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half- 
tribe of Manasseh have built an altar at the “frontier of the land of Canaan, in the 
region of the Jordan, on the side belonging to the sons of Israel.” 77 When the sons of 
Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the sons of Israel gathered themselves 
at Shiloh to go up against them in war.” (Joshua 22:9-12 NASB) 


The other ten tribes sent Phineas- a priest, and leaders of the ten tribes to the 
leaders of Gad, Reuben and Manasseh. They told these offending tribes: “Thus says 
the whole congregation of the Lord, ‘What is this unfaithful act which you have 
committed against the God of Israel, turning away from following the Lord this day, 
by building yourselves an altar, to rebel against the Lord this day? 17 Is not the 


iniquity of Peor enough for us, from which we have not cleansed ourselves to this 
day, although a plague came on the congregation of the Lord, 18 that you must turn 
away this day from following the Lord? If you rebel against the Lord today, He will 
be angry with the whole congregation of Israel tomorrow.” (Joshua 22:16-18 NASB) 


The anger of the other tribes was justified and almost palpable, for they 
remembered the incident of the worship of Baal- Peor where God punished all of His 
people for the sins of a few. Benson’s commentary is helpful here: “Joshua 22:17. Is 
the iniquity of Peor — That is, of worshipping Baal-peor; too little for us? — Is it not 
enough that we provoked God to wrath then, but we must provoke him again now? 
Probably this is mentioned the rather, because Phinehas, the first commissioner in 
this treaty, had signalized himself in that matter; and because they were now at, or 
near, the very place where that iniquity was committed. From which we are not 
cleansed to this day — For though God had pardoned it, as to the national 
punishment of it, (Numbers 25:11) yet they were not yet thoroughly purged from it; 
partly because the shame and blot of that odious practice were not yet wiped off, 
and partly because some of that corrupt leaven still remained among them; and 
though smothered for a time, yet was ready to break forth upon all occasions: see 
Joshua 24:33. And God also took notice of these idolatrous inclinations in particular 
persons, and found out ways to punish them.” 


(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/joshua/22-17.htm) 


The three tribes explained to the others that their altar was an alter of Witness and 
Remembrance, and not an “official” altar prescribed for sacrifice and worship. Their 
concern was that the distance and separation form their brother tribes might lead 
them to “forget”. They explained: “Then the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh answered and spoke to the heads of the families of 
Israel. 22 “The Mighty One, God, the Lord, the Mighty One, God, the Lord! He 
knows, and may Israel itself know. If it was in rebellion, or if in an unfaithful act 
against the Lord do not save us this day! 23 If we have built us an altar to turn away 
from following the Lord, or if to offer a burnt offering or grain offering on it, or if to 
offer sacrifices of peace offerings on it, may the Lord Himself require it. 24 But truly 
we have done this out of concern, for a reason, saying, ‘In time to come your sons 
may say to our sons, “What have you to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For 
the Lord has made the Jordan a border between us and you, you sons of Reuben 
and sons of Gad; you have no portion in the Lord.” So your sons may make our sons 
stop fearing the Lord.’ 


26 “Therefore we said, ‘Let us build an altar, not for burnt offering or for sacrifice; 
27 rather it shall be a witness between us and you and between our generations 
after us, that we are to perform the service of the Lord before Him with our burnt 
offerings, and with our sacrifices and with our peace offerings, so that your sons will 
not say to our sons in time to come, “You have no portion in the Lord.”’ 28 
Therefore we said, ‘It shall also come about if they say this to us or to our 
generations in time to come, then we shall say, “See the copy of the altar of the 
Lord which our fathers made, not for burnt offering or for sacrifice; rather it is a 
witness between us and you.”’ 29 Far be it from us that we should rebel against the 
Lord and turn away from following the Lord this day, by building an altar for burnt 
offering, for grain offering or for sacrifice, besides the altar of the Lord our God 
which is before His tabernacle.” (Joshua 22:21-19 NASB) 


The sensitivity of the people of God about “unauthorized” altars or any worship 
other that that of the true God is understandable. It is, however, shameful that this 
zeal for true worship was eventually lost by God’s people, as they constructed “high 


places” (please see https://www.gotquestions.org/high-places.html) and even 
participated in the pagan practices of the people surrounding them. 


The explanation of these three tribes about the purpose of the “offensive altar” was 
satisfactory, and the representatives of the other tribes returned to their people and 
no longer planned to war against these three tribes: “Then Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar the priest and the leaders returned from the sons of Reuben and from the 
sons of Gad, from the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the sons of Israel, and 
brought back word to them. 33 The word pleased the sons of Israel, and the sons of 
Israel blessed God; and they did not speak of going up against them in war to 
destroy the land in which the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad were living. 34 


(Joshua 22:33-34 NASB) 


Joshua’s time to leave the earth had come, and out of his concern and great love for 
his people he addressed them one last time. Just as Jesus, from the cross, 
concerned Himself with the continued care of his mother Mary and forgave those 
executing Him, Joshua shows his love and concern for his people at the point of his 
death was well: “Now behold, today | am going the way of all the earth, and you 
know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one word of all the good words 
which the Lord your God spoke concerning you has failed; all have been fulfilled for 
you, not one of them has failed. 15 It shall come about that just as all the good 
words which the Lord your God spoke to you have come upon you, so the Lord will 
bring upon you all the threats, until He has destroyed you from off this good land 
which the Lord your God has given you. 16 When you transgress the covenant of 
the Lord your God, which He commanded you, and go and serve other gods and 
bow down to them, then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, and you will 
perish quickly from off the good land which He has given you.” (Joshua 23:14-16 
NASB). 


Joshua knew how quickly and easily the people turned away from God, and wanted 
to be certain that they saw the importance of faithfulness to the God who had led, 
provided, and fought for them to give them the Land of Promise. 


Joshua then gathers the people and carefully reviews their history, which is the 
history of God’s faithfulness, leading and provision: “Then Joshua gathered all the 
tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel and for their heads 
and their judges and their officers; and they presented themselves before God. 2 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘From ancient 
times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham 
and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. 3 Then | took your father 
Abraham from beyond the River, and led him through all the land of Canaan, and 
multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac. 4 To Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau, 
and to Esau | gave Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and his sons went down to 
Egypt. 5 Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt by what | did in its 
midst; and afterward | brought you out. 6 | brought your fathers out of Egypt, and 
you came to the sea; and Egypt pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to 


the Red Sea. 7 But when they cried out to the Lord, He put darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them and covered them; and your 
own eyes saw what | did in Egypt. And you lived in the wilderness for a long time. 8 
Then | brought you into the land of the Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan, and 
they fought with you; and | gave them into your hand, and you took possession of 
their land when | destroyed them before you. 9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king 
of Moab, arose and fought against Israel, and he sent and summoned Balaam the 
son of Beor to curse you. 10 But | was not willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to 
bless you, and | delivered you from his hand. 11 You crossed the Jordan and came 
to Jericho; and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, and the Amorite and the 
Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Girgashite, the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. Thus | gave them into your hand. 12 Then | sent the hornet before you and 
it drove out the two kings of the Amorites from before you, but not by your sword or 
your bow. 13 1 gave you a land on which you had not labored, and cities which you 
had not built, and you have lived in them; you are eating of vineyards and olive 
groves which you did not plant.’ (Joshua 24:1-13 NASB) 


God’s people are where they are, blessed and with land promised to them ina 
covenant, because- and only because- God was with them and blessed them and 
even forgave them. Joshua memorable lays before the people of God a choice- 
whom will they serve? Will they serve and love God, or themselves (or some pagan 
“god”). This important question is answered by Joshua in a clear statement: “Now, 
therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods 
which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 If it 
is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom 
you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; 

(Joshua 24:14-15 NASB) 


These clear words of purpose (Joshua 24:15b) are remembered by many faithful 
believers, and are counted among the few verses that many practicing Christians 
have actually memorized. They appear on may “wall plaques” in Christian homes as 
well. 


One might argue that this practice is simply a Christian version of the Jewish 
practice of placing reminders of God’s Word in their homes, following Deuteronomy 
6:9 : “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. “ 


MY experience has been that in some cases, these “wall plaques” are all the 
Scripture that is regularly read in the household, or that the plaques or “wall art” 
are “virtue signaling” by folks who almost never reflect God’s kindness, generosity 
and forgiveness in their everyday dealings with others. It is not sufficient to 
“display” God’s Word- it is effective when applied by the Holy Spirit to our hearts- 
the words written “on our hearts” are the ones that change and transform us- 
Jeremiah 31:33 says it best for me: "This is the covenant | will make with the people 
of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. “/ will put my law in their minds and 

. | will be their God, and they will be my people.” (Jeremiah 
31:33 NIV) 


In response to Joshua’s challenge, the people loudly (and proudly?) proclaim their 
allegiance to God and pledge their obedience to Him: “The people answered and 
said, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17 for 
the Lord our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage, and who did these great signs in our sight and 
preserved us through all the way in which we went and among all the peoples 
through whose midst we passed. 18 The Lord drove out from before us all the 
peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the land. We also will serve the Lord, for He 
is our God.” (Joshua 24:16-18 NASB) 


Joshua knew his people well, and knew the deceit and betrayal of the heart when 
sin is tempting us. He made certain that his people understood how difficult it 
would be to truly serve God and follow His commands. He told them: “Then Joshua 
said to the people, 


21 The people said to Joshua, “No, but we will 
serve the Lord.” 22 Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against 
yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the Lord, to serve Him.” And they 
said, “We are witnesses.” 23 “Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are 
in your midst, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 The people 
said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and we will obey His voice.” 25 So 
Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and 
an ordinance in Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law 
of God; and he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak that was by the 
sanctuary of the Lord. 27 Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be 
for a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which He spoke to 
us; thus it shall be for a witness against you, so that you do not deny your God.” 28 
Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to his inheritance.” (Joshua 24:19-28 

NASB) 


Can we truly serve a holy and righteous God? Can we, by our own efforts, please 
and serve God? Without the filling of the Spirit, this is impossible! The very good 
News, though, is that God has given us His Spirit, and in the power of the Spirit we 
can accomplish obedience. Jesus’ sacrifice is sufficient for us, and He by His 


sacrifice opens up the river of forgiveness and reclamation of our tattered and lost 
souls. May His Name be ever praised! 


Joshua, having served faithfully and well for many years, dies and is given a 
respectful burial: “/t came about after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the 
servant of the Lord, died, being one hundred and ten years old. 30 And they buried 
him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which Is in the hill country of 
Ephraim, on the north of Mount Gaash. 


31 Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who 
survived Joshua, and had known all the deeds of the Lord which He had done for 
Israel.” (Joshua 24:29-31 NASB) 
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Jerusalem was still in the hands of pagans. The people asked God which of the 
tribes should lay siege to the city and capture it. The answer from God was that 
Judah should attack the city. So Judah, with the help of the tribe of Simeon, 
conquered that fortress city of Jerusalem: “Now it came about after the death of 
Joshua that the sons of Israel inquired of the Lord, saying, “Who shall go up first for 
us against the Canaanites, to fight against them?” 2 The Lord said, “Judah shall go 
up; behold, | have given the land into his hand.” 3 Then Judah said to Simeon his 
brother, “Come up with me into the territory allotted me, that we may fight against 
the Canaanites; and / in turn will go with you into the territory allotted you.” So 
Simeon went with him. 4 Judah went up, and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites into their hands, and they defeated ten thousand men at Bezek. 5 They 
found Adoni-bezek in Bezek and fought against him, and they defeated the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. 6 But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued him and 
caught him and cut off his thumbs and big toes. 7 Adoni-bezek said, “Seventy kings 
with their thumbs and their big toes cut off used to gather up scraps under my 
table; as | have done, so God has repaid me.” So they brought him to Jerusalem and 
he died there. 


8 Then the sons of Judah fought against Jerusalem and captured it and struck it with 
the edge of the sword and set the city on fire. 9 Afterward the sons of Judah went 
down to fight against the Canaanites living in the hill country and in the Negev and 
in the lowland. 10 So Judah went against the Canaanites who lived in Hebron (now 
the name of Hebron formerly was Kiriath-arba); and they struck Sheshai and 
Ahiman and Talmai.” (Judges 1:1-10) 


The list of cities captured and left unconquered is given in Judges 1:11-26 and 
Judges 1:27-36, respectively. 


The story of Othniel and Caleb is repeated in Judges- almost word for word from the 
previous telling in Joshua 15:16-17, including the puzzling reference to the 
conversation between Othniel and Achsah his “trophy” wife: “Then from there he 


went against the inhabitants of Debir (now the name of Debir formerly was Kiriath- 
sepher). 12 And Caleb said, “The one who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, | 
will even give him my daughter Achsah for a wife.” 13 Othniel the son of Kenaz, 
Caleb’s younger brother, captured it; so he gave him his daughter Achsah for a wife. 
14 Then it came about when she came to him, that she persuaded him to ask her 
father for a field. Then she alighted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What 
do you want?” 15 She said to him, “Give me a blessing, since you have given me 
the land of the Negev, give me also springs of water.” So Caleb gave her the upper 
springs and the lower springs.” (Judges 1:11-15 NASB) 


Othniel was later anointed as a Judge in Israel 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Othniel), the only Judge from the tribe of Judah. 


The story of the conquest of Bethel includes a small “story” about a resident of the 
city who assisted the tribe of Joseph to conquer the city, thus sparing him and his 
family from the destruction and slaughter. This story line is somewhat familiar in 
military history, and is similar to the sparing of Rahab’s family in Joshua 2 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/scarlet-thread.html). The Bible says: “Likewise the 
house of Joseph went up against Bethel, and the Lord was with them. 23 The house 
of Joseph spied out Bethel (now the name of the city was formerly Luz). 24 The 
spies saw a man coming out of the city and they said to him, “Please show us the 
entrance to the city and we will treat you kindly.” 25 So he showed them the 
entrance to the city, and they struck the city with the edge of the sword, but they 
let the man and all his family go free. 26 The man went into the land of the Hittites 
and built a city and named it Luz which is its name to this day.”(Judges 1:22-26 
NASB) 


Perhaps more important than the people and cities conquered and destroyed were 
those not conquered, and as a result pagan Canaanites lived among God’s people. 
Many of these pagan tribes were to rise up against God’s people later and be a 
thorn in their sides or worse still, conquerors of God’s people. The sin of 
disobedience, the failure to totally remove these pagan people, was not only a stain 
on God’s people but a source of endless trouble and misery: “But Manasseh did not 
take possession of Beth-shean and its villages, or Taanach and its villages, or the 
inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or 
the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; so the Canaanites persisted in living in 
that land. 28 It came about when Israel became strong, that they put the 
Canaanites to forced labor, 


29 Ephraim did not drive out the Canaanites who were living in Gezer; so the 
30 Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, or the inhabitants of Nahalol; 
so the Canaanites lived among them and became subject to forced labor. 


31 Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco, or the inhabitants of Sidon, or of 
Ahlab, or of Achzib, or of Helbah, or of Aphik, or of Rehob. 32 


33 Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, or the inhabitants of 
Beth-anath, but lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; and the 
inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath became forced labor for them. 


34 Then the Amorites forced the sons of Dan into the hill country, for they did not 
allow them to come down to the valley; 35 

; but when the power of the house of Joseph 
grew strong, they became forced labor. 36 The border of the Amorites ran from the 
ascent of Akrabbim, from Sela and upward.” (Judges 1:27-36 NASB) 


God then in His anger sends an angel (a messenger) to the people, expressing His 
anger, displeasure and prophetic warning to the people, since they were 
disobedient and did not completely remove the pagan Canaanites from their midst: 
“Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I! brought 
you up out of Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; 
and | said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you, 2 and as for you, you shall 
make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars. 


But you have not obeyed Me; what is this you have done? 3 Oa le ee 
” 4 When the angel of the Lord spoke these words 


to all the sons of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 So they named 
that place Bochim; and there they sacrificed to the Lord.” (Judges 2:1-5 NASB) 


, 


Joshua’s death is described, and the very telling comment is made that the 
generation of Joshua, who saw the mighty works and deliverance of God, died out 
and a new generation arose that had not experienced these life-transforming 
events: “When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons of Israel went each to his 
inheritance to possess the land. 7 The people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work 
of the Lord which He had done for Israel. 8 Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant 
of the Lord, died at the age of one hundred and ten. 9 And they buried him in the 
territory of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of 
Mount Gaash. 10 


” (Judges 2:6-10 NASB) 


Ronald Reagan, on his inauguration as California’s governor, said this about 
freedom: “Freedom is a fragile thing and is never more than one generation away 
from extinction. It is not our by inheritance, it must be fought for and defended 
constantly by each generation, for it comes only once to a people.” 
(http://governors.library.ca.gov/addresses/33-Reagan0Ol.html). And so it is with the 
relationship of God and His people- each generation must discover for itself what a 
personal relationship with God really means. As the saying goes, “God doesn’t have 
any grandchildren, only children”. 


The deadly pattern now starts. The people, disobey, and are in distress as a 
consequence: “Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and served 
the Baals, 12 and they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of the 
peoples who were around them, and bowed themselves down to them; thus they 


provoked the Lord to anger. 13 So they forsook the Lord and served Baal and the 
Ashtaroth. 14 The anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and He gave them into 
the hands of plunderers who plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of 
their enemies around them, so that they could no longer stand before their 
enemies. 15 Wherever they went, the hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as 
the Lord had spoken and as the Lord had sworn to them, so that they were severely 
distressed.” (Judges 2:11-15 NASB) 


And God, ever merciful and desiring a relationship with His people, intervenes: 
“Then the Lord raised up judges who delivered them from the hands of those who 
plundered them. 17 Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they played the harlot 
after other gods and bowed themselves down to them. They turned aside quickly 
from the way in which their fathers had walked in obeying the commandments of 
the Lord; they did not do as their fathers. 18 When the Lord raised up judges for 
them, the Lord was with the judge and delivered them from the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge; for the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning 
because of those who oppressed and afflicted them. 19 But it came about when the 
judge died, that they would turn back and act more corruptly than their fathers, in 
following other gods to serve them and bow down to them; they did not abandon 
their practices or their stubborn ways.” (Judges 2:16-19 NASB). 


Yet the people, given relief from suffering, do not listen to God directing through 
their leaders/Judges, and they persist in their sin. The God allows them to taste the 
bitter fruits of disobedience, and the cycle (seemingly endlessly) repeats. A 
microcosm of this story is the constant experience of many Christians, who 
endlessly vacillate between obedience and disobedience, between blessing and 
misery as they experience the bitter results of disobedience. 


God, righteous and holy, and the keeper of the covenant He made, then allows the 
consequences of disobedience to occur with His people: “So the anger of the Lord 
burned against Israel, and He said, “Because this nation has transgressed My 
covenant which | commanded their fathers and has not listened to My voice, 21 | 
also will no longer drive out before them any of the nations which Joshua left when 
he died, 22 in order to test Israel by them, whether they will keep the way of the 
Lord to walk in it as their fathers did, or not.” 23 So the Lord allowed those nations 
to remain, not driving them out quickly; and He did not give them into the hand of 
Joshua.” (Judges 2:20-23 NASB) 

The people “failed the test” (verse 22), and were given the dire results as a 
consequence. God allowed this result not only test but teach them. He knows us so 
well, only when the consequences of sin become personal do we realize our need to 
repent (turn away from our sin- to “go a different direction”)! For an in depth study 
of the Biblical meaning of repentance, please see 


(https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/repentance-bible-verses/) 
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As God had predicted and expected, the people soon adopted the ways of the 
pagans living among them, took their women to be wives, and worshipped their 
gods. God tested them and found them lacking: “Now these are the nations which 
the Lord left, to test Israel by them (that is, all who had not experienced any of the 


wars of Canaan; 2 only in order that the generations of the sons of Israel might be 
taught war, those who had not experienced it formerly). 3 These nations are: the 
five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites 
who lived in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4 
They were for testing Israel, to find out if they would obey the commandments of 
the Lord, which He had commanded their fathers through Moses. 5 The sons of 
Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites; 6 and they took their daughters for themselves as wives, 
and gave their own daughters to their sons, and served their gods.” (Judges 3:1-6 
NASB). 


And so the deadly dance begins, as God allowed the pagans to conquer them and 
put them in bondage and misery. One has to wonder what the limits of God’s 
patience are. Then, in mercy, God sends a deliverer- Othniel: “The sons of Israel did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgot the Lord their God and served the 
Baals and the Asheroth. 8 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, so 
that He sold them into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and 
the sons of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years. 


9 When the sons of Israel cried to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the 
sons of Israel to deliver them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 10 
The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel. When he went out to 
war, the Lord gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand, so that he 
prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim. 11 Then the land had rest forty years. And 
Othniel the son of Kenaz died.” (Judges 3:7-11 NASB) 


The Asheroth in verse 7 is a reference to the female pagan god Asherah, and the 
asherah poles were part of the pagan “high laces” that persisted in Hebrew history 
until the time of the Maccabees (https://www.truthunity.net/mbd/asheroth ; 
https://www.gotquestions.org/Asherah-pole.html; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asherah_pole; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asherah). 


The presence of these places of “worship” was a test of the purity of the worship of 
God’s people, the focus on God alone and not other “gods”! 


Israel again “does evil” and is conqured by Eglon, a Moabite. In a bizarre and 
horrifying account, the very fat Eglon is assassinated by the judge Ehud, and the 
people are once more delivered: Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of 
the Lord. “So the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because 
they had done evil in the sight of the Lord. 13 And he gathered to himself the sons 
of Ammon and Amalek; and he went and defeated Israel, and they possessed the 
city of the palm trees. 14 The sons of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen 
years. 


15 But when the sons of Israel cried to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for 
them, Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. And the sons of 
Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab. 16 Ehud made himself a sword 
which had two edges, a cubit in length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his 
cloak. 17 He presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat 
man. 18 It came about when he had finished presenting the tribute, that he sent 


away the people who had carried the tribute. 19 But he himself turned back from 
the idols which were at Gilgal, and said, “| have a secret message for you, O king.” 
And he said, “Keep silence.” And all who attended him left him. 20 Ehud came to 


him while he was sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. ene aa 


. 23 Then Ehud went out 
into the vestibule and shut the doors of the roof chamber behind him, and locked 
them. 


24 When he had gone out, his servants came and looked, and behold, the doors of 
the roof chamber were locked; and they said, “He is only relieving himself in the 
cool room.” 25 They waited until they became anxious; but behold, he did not open 
the doors of the roof chamber. Therefore they took the key and opened them, and 
behold, their master had fallen to the floor dead. 


26 Now Ehud escaped while they were delaying, and he passed by the idols and 
escaped to Seirah. 27 It came about when he had arrived, that he blew the trumpet 
in the hill country of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel went down with him from the 
hill country, and he was in front of them. 28 He said to them, “Pursue them, for the 
Lord has given your enemies the Moabites into your hands.” So they went down 
after him and seized the fords of the Jordan opposite Moab, and did not allow 
anyone to cross. 29 


under the hand of Israel. And the land was undisturbed for eighty years.” (Judges 


3:12-30 NASB) 


Is that the end of rebellion and evil? Hardly! The cycle repeats again: “After him 
came Shamgar the son of Anath, who struck down six hundred Philistines with an 
oxgoad; and he also saved Israel.” (Judges 3:31 NASB) This story certainly sounds a 
bit like that of Samson, who will kill Philistines with a jawbone of a donkey later! 


Round four. This time God does the unexpected and surprising , and raises up a 
female judge Debra. She and Jael manage to kill and conquer Sisera, the enemy 
general, despite the cowardiace and unwillingness of their male counterpart Barak: 
“Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. 2 
And the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; 
and the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-hagoyim. 3 The 
sons of Israel cried to the Lord; for he had nine hundred iron chariots, and he 
oppressed the sons of Israel severely for twenty years. 


Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 
She used to sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the 
hill country of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel came up to her for judgment. 6 Now 
she sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali, and said 
to him, “Behold, the Lord, the God of Israel, has commanded, ‘Go and march to 
Mount Tabor, and take with you ten thousand men from the sons of Naphtali and 
from the sons of Zebulun. 7 | will draw out to you Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s 
army, with his chariots and his many troops to the river Kishon, and | will give him 


into your hand.’” 8 


Then Deborah arose 
and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali together to 
Kedesh, and ten thousand men went up with him; Deborah also went up with him.” 
(Judges 4:1-10 NASB) 


Deborah could see victory, for God had given her not only the office of Judge but 
also the gift of prophesy (see verse 4). She and Jael, in another gruesome and 
realistic story, overcome the army of Sisera and kill him as he slept: “Then they told 
Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor. 13 Sisera called 
together all his chariots, nine hundred iron chariots, and all the people who were 
with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon. 14 Deborah said to Barak, 
“Arise! For this is the day in which the Lord has given Sisera into your hands; 
behold, the Lord has gone out before you.” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor 
with ten thousand men following him. 15 The Lord routed Sisera and all his chariots 
and all his army with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera alighted from 
his chariot and fled away on foot. 16 But Barak pursued the chariots and the army 
as far as Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the 
sword; not even one was left. 


17 Now Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite, for 
there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 
18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, “Turn aside, my master, turn aside 
to me! Do not be afraid.” And he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered 
him with a rug. 19 He said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for! am 
thirsty.” So she opened a bottle of milk and gave him a drink; then she covered him. 
20 He said to her, “Stand in the doorway of the tent, and it shall be if anyone comes 
and inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there anyone here?’ that you shall say, ‘No.’” 21 


23 So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the sons of Israel. 
24 The hand of the sons of Israel pressed heavier and heavier upon Jabin the king of 
Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin the king of Canaan.” (Judges 4:12-24 NASB) 


Judges 5 is a victory song of Debrak and Barak. In this age of “women’s liberation” 
and “girl power” it may seem somewhat “contemporary” and “hip” of God to 
include the story of the victory of not one, but two women in battle, as well as 
assigning leadership to Deborah herself. God does not elevate (or depress) one 
gender or put one over another. The Scripture teaches us “God is no respecter of 
persons” (Acts 10:34) and “there is no respect of persons with God” (Romans 2:11) 
and that “male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:26-28) - both | the very 
image of God Himself. He created the genders as different, but equal in His sight. 


We can, therefore celebrate with Debra AND Barak in their victory of the 
Canaanites: “Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying, 


2 “That the leaders led in Israel, That the people volunteered, Bless the Lord! 


3 “Hear, O kings; give ear, O rulers! |—to the Lord, | will sing, | will sing praise to the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 


4 “Lord, when You went out from Seir, When You marched from the field of Edom, 
The earth quaked, the heavens also dripped, Even the clouds dripped water. 


5 “The mountains quaked at the presence of the Lord, This Sinai, at the presence of 
the Lord, the God of Israel.” (Judges 5:1-5 NASB) 


ATA 
ie 


Deborah https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/deborah/ (Wikimedia Commons) 
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How many times can God’s people “do evil”, become oppressed as a consequence, 
and cry out to God for deliverance? God’s patience seems boundless, as He one 
again hears the cries of His people and sends a Judge, a leader, to deliver them. 
This cycle the Midianites are the captors, and they grind the hopes and sustenance 
of God’s people into dust: “ 

. 2 The 
power of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of Midian the sons of Israel made 
for themselves the dens which were in the mountains and the caves and the 
strongholds. 3 For it was when Israel had sown, that the Midianites would come up 
with the Amalekites and the sons of the east and go against them. 4 So they would 
camp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave 
no sustenance in Israel as well as no sheep, ox, or donkey. 5 For they would come 
up with their livestock and their tents, they would come in like locusts for number, 


both they and their camels were innumerable; and they came into the land to 
devastate it. 6 
” Judges 6:1-6 NASB) 


God sends an angel messenger to Gideon, the one He has chosen, and Gideon 
seems both surprised and overwhelmed. He also needs a degree of certainty of 
God's calling, as he “puts out the fleece” to test the truth of God’s calling to him. 
How many times have | been reluctant, demanded proofs or certainty, and offered 
God excuses not to follow Him? The Scripture says: “Then the angel of the Lord 
came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the 
Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save 
it from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, 
“The Lord is with you, O valiant warrior.” 13 Then Gideon said to him, “O my lord, if 
the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His 
miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 
14 The Lord looked at him and said, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from 
the hand of Midian. Have | not sent you?” 15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall | 
deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and | am the youngest in 
my father’s house.” 16 But the Lord said to him, “Surely | will be with you, and you 
shall defeat Midian as one man.” 17 So Gideon said to Him, “If now I have found 
favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who speak with me. 18 Please 
do not depart from here, until | come back to You, and bring out my offering and lay 
it before You.” And He said, “I will remain until you return.” 


19 Then Gideon went in and prepared a young goat and unleavened bread from an 
ephah of flour; he put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, and brought 
them out to him under the oak and presented them. 20 The angel of God said to 
him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour 
out the broth.” And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord put out the end of the 
staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire 
sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. Then 
the angel of the Lord vanished from his sight. 22 When Gideon saw that he was the 
angel of the Lord, he said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now | have seen the angel of the 
Lord face to face.” 23 The Lord said to him, “Peace to you, do not fear; you shall not 
die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and named it The Lord is 
Peace. To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abjezrites. (Judges 6:11-18 NASB) 


Gideon was energized enough at this point to begin to follow God’s calling, a he 
took the risk of tearing down one of the “high places” where Baal was worshipped: 
“When the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was 
torn down, and the Asherah which was beside it was cut down, and the second bull 
was offered on the altar which had been built. 29 They said to one another, “Who 
did this thing?” And when they searched about and inquired, they said, “Gideon the 
son of Joash did this thing.” 30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out 
your son, that he may die, for he has torn down the altar of Baal, and indeed, he 
has cut down the Asherah which was beside it.” 31 But Joash said to all who stood 
against him, “Will you contend for Baal, or will you deliver him? Whoever will plead 
for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, 
because someone has torn down his altar.” 32 Therefore on that day he named him 


Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” because he had torn down 
his altar.” Judges 6:28-32 NASB) 


Tearing down an altar under cover of darkness is one thing, but going against the 
Midianites in battle was still another. Before Gideon was willing to go to war with 
his (and Israel’s) captors, he asked God to give him clear assurance of His calling 
and of God’s protection in battle: “Then Gideon said to God, “If You will deliver 
Israel through me, as You have spoken, 37 behold, | will put a fleece of wool on the 
threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, 
then | will know that You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken.” 38 
And it was so. When he arose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece, he 
drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, 
“Do not let Your anger burn against me that | may speak once more; please let me 
make a test once more with the fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let 
there be dew on all the ground.” 40 God did so that night; for it was dry only on the 
fleece, and dew was on all the ground.” (Judges 6:36-40 NASB) 


Gideon asked not only for one “miracle” to prove his calling, but two! 

Gideon (also called Jerubbaal) assembled fighting men, some 32,000. God was 
anxious to show clearly that the number of men was not as important as His 
presence among the men, so he directed Gideon to winnow the men down. The 
first “cut” was to allow all those who were “fearful” to leave and go home. This 
reduced the number to 10,000. God told Gideon that this was still too many! In 
order to show that God was fighting for them, he ordered Gideon to test the men 
when drinking. Only those who, when drinking, brought their cupped hand to their 
moth were chose. This reduced the number to a mere 300. Surely 300 men had no 
chance against the vast numbers of Midianites unless God was with them, and 
fought for them! Then God sends a dream to give encouragement, and Gideon is 
confident of victory- God’s victory- over Midian. The Bible explains: “Then Jerubbaal 
(that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him, rose early and camped 
beside the spring of Harod; and the camp of Midian was on the north side of them 
by the hill of Moreh in the valley. 


2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to 
give Midian into their hands, for Israel would become boastful, saying, ‘My own 
power has delivered me.’ 3 Now therefore come, proclaim in the hearing of the 
people, saying, ‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, let him return and depart from 
Mount Gilead.’” So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained. 


4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many; bring them down to 
the water and | will test them for you there. Therefore it shall be that he of whom | 
say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go with you; but everyone of whom 
| say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 5 So he brought the 
people down to the water. And the Lord said to Gideon, “You shall separate 
everyone who laps the water with his tongue as a dog laps, as well as everyone who 
kneels to drink.” 6 Now the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth, was 300 men; but all the rest of the people kneeled to drink water. 7 The 
Lord said to Gideon, “I will deliver you with the 300 men who lapped and will give 
the Midianites into your hands; so let all the other people go, each man to his 
home.” 8 So the 300 men took the people’s provisions and their trumpets into their 


hands. And Gideon sent all the other men of Israel, each to his tent, but retained the 
300 men; and the camp of Midian was below him in the valley. 


9 Now the same night it came about that the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down 
against the camp, for | have given it into your hands. 10 But if you are afraid to go 
down, go with Purah your servant down to the camp, 11 and you will hear what they 
say; and afterward your hands will be strengthened that you may go down against 
the camp.” So he went with Purah his servant down to the outposts of the army that 
was in the camp. 12 Now the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the sons of the 
east were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without 
number, as numerous as the sand on the seashore. 13 When Gideon came, behold, 
a man was relating a dream to his friend. And he said, “Behold, | had a dream; a 
loaf of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of Midian, and it came to the tent 
and struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside down so that the tent lay flat.” 14 
His friend replied, “This is nothing less than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a 
man of Israel; God has given Midian and all the camp into his hand.” 


15 When Gideon heard the account of the dream and its interpretation, he bowed in 
worship. He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord has given 
the camp of Midian into your hands.” (Judges 7:1-15 NASB) 


Gideon’s plan was masterful- attack at night and create mass confusion. Gideon 
split the 300 men into three groups, each with trumpets and torches hidden inside 
earthen jars. On Gideon’s signal, they would attack with trumpets blowing and 
shouts of victory: The story reads like this: “He divided the 300 men into three 
companies, and he put trumpets and empty pitchers into the hands of all of them, 
with torches inside the pitchers. 17 He said to them, “Look at me and do likewise. 


And behold, when | come to the outskirts of the camp, do as |! do. 18 Arete 


19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the 
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just posted the watch; 
and they blew the trumpets and smashed the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 
When the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers, they held the 
torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing, and 
cried, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 Each stood in his place around the 
camp, and all the army ran, crying out as they fled. 22 When they blew 300 
trumpets, the Lord set the sword of one against another even throughout the whole 
army; and the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the edge of 
Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 The men of Israel were summoned from Naphtali and 
Asher and all Manasseh, and they pursued Midian. 


24 Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, 
“Come down against Midian and take the waters before them, as far as Beth-barah 
and the Jordan.” So all the men of Ephraim were summoned and they took the 
waters as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan. 25 They captured the two leaders of 
Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, and they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and they killed 
Zeeb at the wine press of Zeeb, while they pursued Midian; and they brought the 
heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon from across the Jordan.” (Judges 7:16-25 NASB). 


The victory was complete! Gideon trusted God, and the victory and the battle were 
God's as well. The battle truly “belongs to the Lord” (Proverbs 21:31 ESV “The 
horse is made ready for the day of battle, _ but the victory belongs to the Lord.”) 


Gideon and His 300 Men (https://am: ) 


March 25, 2019 Judges 8-9 


The Bible is ruthlessly honest about both the greatness and splendor of a person as 
well as the dark side- the greed, jealousy, and sinful nature of that same individual. 
The realism of the portrayal of Biblical leaders, kings, prophets and ordinary “folks” 
should give us reason to trust this record more, not less. The Scripture is not some 
fanciful “story” made up to inspire us, but is an honest and trustworthy account of 
its subjects, clearly revealing both the success and spiritual pinnacles of a person’s 
life, a well as the depths that one might reach in rebellion against the same God 
that was once worshipped and revered. 


The eight chapter of Judges is a record of the progression (and regression) of 
Gideon. He is a great military leader and has remarkable success against the 
Midianites, but fails miserably once peace is established and is ultimately not 
revered or remembered by the very people he delivered from Midian. Gideon 
pursues and ultimately kills the two Midianite kings Zebah and Zalmunna, but along 
the way is challenged and even threatened by the very people (in this case the men 
of Ephriam) that he is attempting to help. When he asks for bread to support his 
pursuing army, the Ephriamites refuse to help! The Scripture tells us: “Then the 
men of Ephraim said to him, “What is this thing you have done to us, not calling us 
when you went to fight against Midian?” And they contended with him vigorously. 2 
But he said to them, “What have | done now in comparison with you? Is not the 


gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? 3 God has 
given the leaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb into your hands; and what was | able to 
do in comparison with you?” Then their anger toward him subsided when he said 
that.” (Judges 8:1-3 NASB). 


Gideon received no help from the people in the cities of Succoth and Penuel, and in 
rage Gideon swears to take revenge on them when he has completed his conquest 
of the two Midianite kings: “Then Gideon and the 300 men who were with him came 
to the Jordan and crossed over, weary yet pursuing. 5 He said to the men of 
Succoth, “Please give loaves of bread to the people who are following me, for they 
are weary, and !am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” 6 The 
leaders of Succoth said, “Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your 
hands, that we should give bread to your army?” 7 Gideon said, “All right, when the 
Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, then | will thrash your bodies 
with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers.” 8 He went up from there to 
Penuel and spoke similarly to them; and the men of Penuel answered him just as 
the men of Succoth had answered. 9 So he spoke also to the men of Penuel, saying, 
“When | return safely, | will tear down this tower.” (Judges 8:4-9 NASB) 


Revenge against his own people for refusing to provide bread? That is the clear 
message of this narrative. Please see the very helpful commentary in Enduring 


Word (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/judges-8/) 


Once again, Gideon’s tactical and military brilliance (and the presence of the Lord!) 
enables him to overcome a much larger army, and capture the two Midianite kings. 
He was successful in part, the Scripture tells us, because he attacked them when 
they were “unsuspecting”- a “Surprise attack” (verse 11)! The Bible tells us: “Now 
Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their armies with them, about 15,000 
men, all who were left of the entire army of the sons of the east; for the fallen were 
120,000 swordsmen. 11 Gideon went up by the way of those who lived in tents on 
the east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and attacked the camp when the camp was 
unsuspecting. 12 When Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued them and captured 
the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and routed the whole army.” (Judges 
8:10-12 NASB) 

The narrative about Gideon takes a dramatic downward turn from here. Gideon is 
clearly a great military leader, but succeeded best when dealing with adversity than 
prosperity. Gideon executes the two Midianite kings, perhaps because they were 
responsible for the death of Gideon’s brothers in battle, and exacts cruel revenge 
on the cities that did not assist him in the battle- first revenge against the leaders of 
Succoth, and then by destroying the walled city of Penuel: “7hen Gideon the son of 
Joash returned from the battle by the ascent of Heres. 14 And he captured a youth 
from Succoth and questioned him. Then the youth wrote down for him the princes of 
Succoth and its elders, seventy-seven men. 15 He came to the men of Succoth and 
said, “Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, concerning whom you taunted me, saying, ‘Are 
the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread 
to your men who are weary?’” 16 He took the elders of the city, and thorns of the 
wilderness and briers, and he disciplined the men of Succoth with them. 17 He tore 
down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city. 


18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind of men were they whom you 
killed at Tabor?” And they said, “They were like you, each one resembling the son of 
a king.” 19 He said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. As the Lord 
lives, if only you had let them live, | would not kill you.” 20 So he said to Jether his 
firstborn, “Rise, kill them.” But the youth did not draw his sword, for he was afraid, 
because he was still a youth. 21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise up yourself, 
and fall on us; for as the man, so Is his strength.” So Gideon arose and killed Zebah 
and Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments which were on their camels’ 
necks.” (Judges 8:13-21 NASB) 


The men of Gideon’s army cry out for Gideon to lead the entire nation of Israel. To 
his credit, Gideon refuses to be a “king”. This is perhaps the only spiritual victory 
recorded in the Biblical narrative from this point on in Gideon’s recorded life. The 
Bible says: “Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you and your 
son, also your son’s son, for you have delivered us from the hand of Midian.” 23 But 
Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the 
Lord shall rule over you.” (Judges 8:22-23 NASB). 


These words had just left his mouth when Gideon added that he would accept gold 
as a tribute to his success. This gold would become a snare for both Gideon and the 
people of Israel: “Yet Gideon said to them, “I would request of you, that each of you 
give me an earring from his spoil.” (For they had gold earrings, because they were 
Ishmaelites.) 25 They said, “We will surely give them.” So they spread out a 
garment, and every one of them threw an earring there from his spoil. 26 The 
weight of the gold earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, besides 
the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple robes which were on the 
kings of Midian, and besides the neck bands that were on their camels’ necks. 27 
Gideon made it into an ephod, and placed it in his city, Ophrah, and all Israel played 
the harlot with it there, so that it became a snare to Gideon and his household.” 
(Judges 8:24-27 NASB) 


Midian was conquered and there was “peace” for forty years. This “peace” is 
simply the absence of conflict. Gideon fathered seventy sons from his “many 
wives”, and when he died he was not honored as past leaders of God’s people were. 
There was no national mourning as there was for Moses or Joshua. The people had 
become self-satisfied, willing to worship the “gods” of their choosing, and turned 
away from the God who had given them victory and delivered them the Land of 
Promise! The Bible tells us: “So Midian was subdued before the sons of Israel, and 
they did not lift up their heads anymore. And the 


29 Then Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30 Now Gideon 
had seventy sons who were his direct descendants, for he had many wives. 31 His 
concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he named him Abimelech. 
32 And Gideon the son of Joash died at a ripe old age and was buried in the tomb of 
his father Joash, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 
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to Israel.” (Judges 8:28-35 NASB) 


Seventy brothers- sons of Gideon- and only one would survive- Abimelech, the son 
of Gideon’s concubine “who was in Schechem”. Abimelech goes to his mother’s 
family in Schechem and plots to kill the other brothers and to rule over Israel. And 
so the murderous plot unfolds: “And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to 
Shechem to his mother’s relatives, and spoke to them and to the whole clan of the 
household of his mother’s father, saying, 2 “Speak, now, in the hearing of all the 
leaders of Shechem, ‘Which is better for you, that seventy men, all the sons of 
Jerubbaal, rule over you, or that one man rule over you?’ Also, remember that | am 
your bone and your flesh.” 3 And his mother’s relatives spoke all these words on his 
behalf in the hearing of all the leaders of Shechem; and they were inclined to follow 
Abimelech, for they said, “He is our relative.” 4 They gave him seventy pieces of 
silver from the house of Baal-berith with which Abimelech hired worthless and 
reckless fellows, and they followed him. 


6 All the men 
of Shechem and all Beth-millo assembled together, and they went and made 
Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar which was in Shechem.” (Judges 9:1-6 
NASB). 


All but Jotham were murdered, and when Jotham (who “hid himself”) escaped, he 
prophesied a bitter end to the rule of Abimelech: “Now when they told Jotham, he 
went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim, and lifted his voice and called out. 
Thus he said to them, “Listen to me, O men of Shechem, that God may listen to you. 
8 Once the trees went forth to anoint a king over them, and they said to the olive 
tree, ‘Reign over us!’ 9 But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall 1 leave my fatness with 
which God and men are honored, and go to wave over the trees?’ 10 Then the trees 
said to the fig tree, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 11 But the fig tree said to them, 
‘Shall | leave my sweetness and my good fruit, and go to wave over the trees?’ 12 
Then the trees said to the vine, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 13 But the vine said to 
them, ‘Shall 1 leave my new wine, which cheers God and men, and go to wave over 
the trees?’ 14 Finally all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 15 
The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in truth you are anointing me as king over you, 
come and take refuge in my shade; but if not, may fire come out from the bramble 
and consume the cedars of Lebanon.’ 


16 “Now therefore, if you have dealt in truth and integrity in making Abimelech 
king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have dealt with 
him as he deserved— 17 for my father fought for you and risked his life and 
delivered you from the hand of Midian; 18 but you have risen against my father’s 
house today and have killed his sons, seventy men, on one stone, and have made 
Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he 
is your relative— 19 if then you have dealt in truth and integrity with Jerubbaal and 
his house this day, rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. 20 But if 
not, let fire come out from Abimelech and consume the men of Shechem and Beth- 
millo; and let fire come out from the men of Shechem and from Beth-millo, and 


consume Abimelech.” 21 Then Jotham escaped and fled, and went to Beer and 
remained there because of Abimelech his brother.” (Judges 9:7-21 NASB) 


Abimelech’s reign in Israel was short- lived, for God Himself sent an “evil spirit“ 
between Abimelech and the people of Schechem: “Now Abimelech ruled over Israel 
three years. 23 Then God sent 


25 The men of Shechem 


set men in ambush against him on the tops of the mountains, and they robbed all 
who might pass by them along the road; and it was told to Abimelech.” (Judges 
9:22-25 NASB) 


Two items are worth of mention here. First, the “evil spirit” sent by God. Since God 
is the source of all good, and not of evil, it seems unlikely that God “sent” and evil 
spirit to Abimelech or anyone. What seems to have happened here is that the evil 
intentions of both Abimelech and his followers who were both “worthless and 
reckless” (verse 4) came back to poison both parties- that which was plotted in evil 
and with evil intent poisoned any relationship before or after this senseless mass 
murder. Perhaps one or more of the parties had some sense of morality and knew 
the evil they had done. The result was the bitter fruit from the poisonous plant- 
which God allowed but did not create. The evil here is entirely the result of man’s 
own choices! We will see this same issue in the story of Saul 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/evil-spirit-Saul. html) 


Secondly, there is a great parallel between this story of Abimelech and the story of 
David’s son Absalom. Both sons were the progeny of a polygamous family, both 
sons rebelled and intended to become king in their father’s place, and both were 
infected with the false and overblown notion of their own importance. Their pride 
led ultimately to their bitter (but deserved) end! 


In Abimelech’s efforts to battle with the rebellious people of Shechem, he burned 
“about a thousand” of them to death in a tower into which they had fled: “When all 
the leaders of the tower of Shechem heard of it, they entered the inner chamber of 
the temple of El-berith. 47 It was told Abimelech that all the leaders of the tower of 
Shechem were gathered together. 48 So Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, he 
and all the people who were with him; and Abimelech took an axe in his hand and 
cut down a branch from the trees, and lifted it and laid it on his shoulder. Then he 
said to the people who were with him, “What you have seen me do, hurry and do 
likewise.” 49 All the people also cut down each one his branch and followed 
Abimelech, and put them on the inner chamber and set the inner chamber on fire 
over those inside, so that all the men of the tower of Shechem also died, about a 
thousand men and women.” (Judges 9:46-49 NASB) 


But instead of victory, Abimelech meets a gruesome and inglorious death: “Then 
Abimelech went to Thebez, and he camped against Thebez and captured it. 51 But 
there was a strong tower in the center of the city, and all the men and women with 
all the leaders of the city fled there and shut themselves in; and they went up on 
the roof of the tower. 52 So Abimelech came to the tower and fought against it, and 


approached the entrance of the tower to burn it with fire. 53 But a certain woman 
threw an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head, crushing his skull. 54 Then he called 
quickly to the young man, his armor bearer, and said to him, “Draw your sword and 
kill me, so that it will not be said of me, ‘A woman slew him.’” So the young man 
pierced him through, and he died. 55 When the men of Israel saw that Abimelech 
was dead, each departed to his home. 56 Thus God repaid the wickedness of 
Abimelech, which he had done to his father in killing his seventy brothers. 57 Also 
God returned all the wickedness of the men of Shechem on their heads, and the 
curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came upon them.” (Judges 9:50-57 NASB) 


“The Death of Abimelech” Gustav Dore 


After Abimelech, there were several short periods in which a series of Judges served 
and led God’s people. They were Tolah (Judges 10:1-2) and Jair (Judges 10:3-5). 
The enemies of God’s people, the Philistines and Ammonites, rose up and 
conquered God’s people and ruled with crushing might for eighteen years (Judges 
10:8). 


This horrible period of servitude and virtual slavery was well-deserved, as God’s 
people once again served other “gods”, and then cried out for deliverance. The 
familiar and bitter pattern repeats itself again: “Then the sons of Israel again did 
evil in the sight of the Lord, served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Aram, 
the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the sons of Ammon, and the gods 
of the Philistines; thus they forsook the Lord and did not serve Him. 7 The anger of 
the Lord burned against Israel, and He sold them into the hands of the Philistines 
and into the hands of the sons of Ammon. 8 They afflicted and crushed the sons of 
Israel that year; for eighteen years they afflicted all the sons of Israel who were 
beyond the Jordan in Gilead in the land of the Amorites. 9 The sons of Ammon 


crossed the Jordan to fight also against Judah, Benjamin, and the house of Ephraim, 
so that Israel was greatly distressed. 


10 Then the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord, saying, “We have sinned against 
You, for indeed, we have forsaken our God and served the Baals.” 11 The Lord said 
to the sons of Israel, “Did | not deliver you from the Egyptians, the Amorites, the 
sons of Ammon, and the Philistines? 12 Also when the Sidonians, the Amalekites 
and the Maonites oppressed you, you cried out to Me, and | delivered you from their 
hands. 13 Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods; therefore | will no 
longer deliver you. 14 Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them 
deliver you in the time of your distress.” 15 The sons of Israel said to the Lord, “We 
have sinned, do to us whatever seems good to You; only please deliver us this day.” 
16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the Lord; and 
He could bear the misery of Israel no longer. 


17 Then the sons of Ammon were summoned and they camped in Gilead. And the 
sons of Israel gathered together and camped in Mizpah. 18 The people, the leaders 
of Gilead, said to one another, “Who Is the man who will begin to fight against the 
sons of Ammon? He shall become head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” (Judges 
10:6-18 NASB) 


Only out of dire misery did the people turn to the Lord (verse 15), and God could no 
longer bear the misery of His people (verse 16) and sent a deliverer. 


This deliverer was in many ways an unlikely candidate. Jephthah was the “son of a 
harlot” Judges 11:1) and was driven away by his half-brothers. Only when the 
situation was dire, and Israel needed a leader, did Jephthah’s brothers approach him 
and plead with Jephthah to lead them in battle: “Now J/ephthah the Gileadite was a 
valiant warrior, but he was the son of a harlot. And Gilead was the father of 
Jephthah. 2 Gilead’s wife bore him sons; and when his wife’s sons grew up, they 
drove Jephthah out and said to him, “You shall not have an inheritance in our 
father’s house, for you are the son of another woman.” 3 So Jephthah fled from his 
brothers and lived in the land of Tob; and worthless fellows gathered themselves 
about Jephthah, and they went out with him. 


4 It came about after a while that the sons of Ammon fought against Israel. 5 When 
the sons of Ammon fought against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah 
from the land of Tob; 6 and they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our chief that we 
may fight against the sons of Ammon.” 7 Then Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, 
“Did you not hate me and drive me from my father’s house? So why have you come 
to me now when you are in trouble?” 8 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “For 
this reason we have now returned to you, that you may go with us and fight with 
the sons of Ammon and become head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 9 So 
Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If you take me back to fight against the sons 
of Ammon and the Lord gives them up to me, will | become your head?” 10 The 
elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The Lord is witness between us; surely we will do 
as you have said.” (Judges 11:1-10 NASB). 


Jephthah’s price for leading the battle was high- leadership in Israel. The people, 
desperate for help and for courageous leadership, agreed to his demand! Jephthah 


first decided to explore a peaceful settlement with the Ammonites, but their lies and 
half truths about the past events between them and God’s people led Jephthah to 
send the Ammonites an ultimatum, which they ignored. Jephthah then made a vow 
to God- one that he was to deeply regret- that if God gave him victory over the 
Ammonites he would sacrifice the first thing that greeted him on his return from 
victory. What could he have been thinking? Did he not realize that a person (and 
probably one dear to him) would be likely to greet him on his return? When God 
gave Jephthah the victory, the first thing to greet him was his daughter! 


The Bible tells the story this way: “When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, 
behold, his daughter was coming out to meet him with tambourines and with 
dancing. Now she was his one and only child; besides her he had no son or 
daughter. 35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! 
You have brought me very low, and you are among those who trouble me; for | have 
given my word to the Lord, and / cannot take it back.” 36 So she said to him, “My 
father, you have given your word to the Lord; do to me as you have said, since the 
Lord has avenged you of your enemies, the sons of Ammon.” 37 She said to her 
father, “Let this thing be done for me; let me alone two months, that | may go to the 
mountains and weep because of my virginity, | and my companions.” 38 Then he 
said, “Go.” So he sent her away for two months; and she left with her companions, 
and wept on the mountains because of her virginity. 39 At the end of two months 
she returned to her father, who did to her according to the vow which he had made; 
and she had no relations with a man. Thus it became a custom in Israel, 40 that the 
daughters of Israel went yearly to commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite four days in the year.” (Judges 11:34-40 NASB) 


Why would a loving God allow a child to be killed (literally “dedicated” or sacrificed) 
based on a foolish vow? Surely God did not (and does not) condone child sacrifice. 

One might argue that God ordered such a sacrifice of Abraham of his son Isaac, but 
in that case Abraham was stopped short of sacrifice and shown God’s provision of a 
ram (a type of Christ’s sacrifice!). 


Several authorities have interpreted verse 39 in ways other than Jephthah actually 
sacrificing his daughter (https://thetorah.com/did-jephthah-actually-kill-his- 
daughter/). Some suggest she was exiled from her family and remained a virgin the 
rest of her life. We may never know exactly the outcome, but we can rest assured 
that a loving and caring God would not senselessly sacrifice one of His children, or 
allow el sacrifice! For another thoughtful reference, please see 

li : thinki hth 


March 27, 2019 Judges 12-14 


The men of Ephraim were angry with Jephthah for not including them in Jephthah’s 
fight against the Ammonites, so angry that they threatened to “burn his house 
down” around him (Judges 12:1). Jephthah reminds the Ephraimites that he asked 
them to help him in the fight with Ammon, but that they refused to help him. They 
still were enraged enough to fight with Jephthah! The Bible tells us: “Then the men 
of Ephraim were summoned, and they crossed to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, 
“Why did you cross over to fight against the sons of Ammon without calling us to go 
with you? We will burn your house down on you.” 2 Jephthah said to them, “I and 


my people were at great strife with the sons of Ammon; when | called you, you did 
not deliver me from their hand. 3 When | saw that you would not deliver me, | took 
my life in my hands and crossed over against the sons of Ammon, and the Lord 
gave them into my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day to fight 
against me?” 4 Then Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought Ephraim; 
and the men of Gilead defeated Ephraim, because they said, “You are fugitives of 
Ephraim, O Gileadites, in the midst of Ephraim and in the midst of Manasseh.” 5 The 
Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan opposite Ephraim. And it happened when 
any of the fugitives of Ephraim said, “Let me cross over,” the men of Gilead would 
say to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he said, “No,” 6 then they would say to him, 
“Say now, ‘Shibboleth.’” But he said, “Sibboleth,” for he could not pronounce it 
correctly. Then they seized him and slew him at the fords of the Jordan. Thus there 
fell at that time 42,000 of Ephraim.” (Judges 12:1-6 NASB) 


The list of Judges then follows this brief and brutal narrative, listing Jephthah 
(Judges 12 :7); lbzan (Judges 12:8-10); Elon (Judges 12: 11-12) and Abdon (Judges 
12:13-15). 


Judges 13 and 14 detail the story of perhaps the most well-known, colorful and 
“ungodly” judge in Israel- Samson. Most every child raised in the church is taught 
the dramatic story of Samson killing 1,000 Philistines with the “jawbone of a 
donkey” (Judges 15:15-16). Samson was born to Manoah (a Danite) and his wife 
after a miraculous appearance of an angel. The angel told Manoah’s wife that they 
would bear a son, and that he was to assume the role of Nazarite for life. The 
Scripture says: “There was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, 
whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had borne no children. 3 
Then the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold now, 
you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and give birth to 
a son. 4 Now therefore, be careful not to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any 
unclean thing. 5 For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son, and no razor 
shall come upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and 
he shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 6 Then the woman 
came and told her husband, saying, “A man of God came to me and his appearance 
was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. And | did not ask him 
where he came from, nor did he tell me his name. 7 But he said to me, ‘Behold, you 
shall conceive and give birth to a son, and now you shall not drink wine or strong 
drink nor eat any unclean thing, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the 
womb to the day of his death.’” 


8 Then Manoah entreated the Lord and said, “O Lord, please let the man of God 
whom You have sent come to us again that he may teach us what to do for the boy 
who is to be born.” 9 God listened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God 
came again to the woman as she was sitting in the field, but Manoah her husband 
was not with her. 10 So the woman ran quickly and told her husband, “Behold, the 
man who came the other day has appeared to me.” 11 Then Manoah arose and 
followed his wife, and when he came to the man he said to him, “Are you the man 
who spoke to the woman?” And he said, “l am.” 12 Manoah said, “Now when your 
words come to pass, what shall be the boy’s mode of life and his vocation?” 13 So 
the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Let the woman pay attention to all that | 


said. 14 She should not eat anything that comes from the vine nor drink wine or 
strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing; let her observe all that | commanded.” 


15 Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “Please let us detain you so that we 
may prepare a young goat for you.” 16 The angel of the Lord said to Manoah, 
“Though you detain me, | will not eat your food, but if you prepare a burnt offering, 
then offer it to the Lord.” For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the 
Lord. 17 Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is your name, so that when 
your words come to pass, we may honor you?” 18 But the angel of the Lord said to 
him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” 19 So Manoah took the 
young goat with the grain offering and offered it on the rock to the Lord, and He 
performed wonders while Manoah and his wife looked on. 20 For it came about 
when the flame went up from the altar toward heaven, that the angel of the Lord 
ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on 
their faces to the ground.” (Judges 13:2-20). 


Surely this Judge would be an exemplary leader, and would free his people from the 
oppression of the Philistines, who had ruled over Israel as a consequence of Israel’s 
disobedience (Judges 13:1). After all, he was to take a lifetime (not a short time, as 
was the usual custom) vow of the Nazarite (please see 
https://www.gotquestions.org/Nazirite-vow.html) for more details. The reality is that 
Samson, though filled and given great physical power by the Spirit of God, was a 
flawed, impulsive, reckless and selfish person. This is still another illustration that 
God can use anyone for His purposes, despite their sins and flaws. He used Noah 
even though Noah plunged into drunkenness (Genesis 9:21), Moses even though he 
argued with God, initially refused God’s call and was a murderer (Exodus 2:11-15), 
and Joseph despite his narcissism and careless disregard for his brothers (Genesis 
37:5-11)! 


The Spirit of the Lord was very strong in Samson from his birth: “Then the woman 
gave birth to a son and named him Samson; and the child grew up and the Lord 
blessed him. 25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, 
between Zorah and Eshtaol.” (Judges 13:24-25 NASB) 


God used Samson’s impulsiveness in marrying a Philistine to make “an occasion” 
(Judges 14:4) with the Philistines. Samson would contend with the Philistines his 
whole life, and this was God’s chosen point of entry- a Philistine wife: “Then Samson 
went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the 
Philistines. 2 So he came back and told his father and mother, “| saw a woman in 
Timnah, one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a 
wife.” 3 Then his father and his mother said to him, “ls there no woman among the 
daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you go to take a wife from 
the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for 
she looks good to me.” 4 

. Now at that time 
the Philistines were ruling over Israel.” (judges 14:1-4) 


Samson then went to marry his Philistine, and on the way encountered a lion. It is 
important to notice two things- Samson’s power (the power of the indwelling Spirit 
of God) and the readiness of Samson to disregard the Nazarite pledge to avoid 


touching a dead body- in this case, the lion he had just killed: “Then Samson went 
down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came as far as the vineyards of 
Timnah; and behold, a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 


; but he did not tell his father or mother what he had done. 7 
So he went down and talked to the woman; and she looked good to Samson. 8 


. When he came to 
his father and mother, he gave some to them and they ate it; but he did not tell 
them that he had scraped the honey out of the body of the lion.” (Judges 14:5-9) 


Samson then posed a riddle to the Philistines, and gave them three days to solve it. 
When the Philistines could not come up with the answer, they persuaded Samson’s 
wife to get the answer from him using her feminine wiles: “Then Samson said to 
them, “Let me now propound a riddle to you; if you will indeed tell it to me within 
the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then | will give you thirty linen wraps 
and thirty changes of clothes. 13 But if you are unable to tell me, then you shall 
give me thirty linen wraps and thirty changes of clothes.” And they said to him, 
“Propound your riddle, that we may hear it.” 14 So he said to them, 


“Out of the eater came something to eat, 
And out of the strong came something sweet.” 


But they could not tell the riddle in three days. 


15 Then it came about on the fourth day that they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice 
your husband, so that he will tell us the riddle, or we will burn you and your father’s 
house with fire. Have you invited us to impoverish us? Is this not so?” 16 Samson’s 
wife wept before him and said, “You only hate me, and you do not love me; you 
have propounded a riddle to the sons of my people, and have not told it to me.” And 
he said to her, “Behold, | have not told it to my father or mother; so should | tell 
you?” 17 However she wept before him seven days while their feast lasted. And on 
the seventh day he told her because she pressed him so hard. She then told the 
riddle to the sons of her people. 18 So the men of the city said to him on the 
seventh day before the sun went down, 


“What is sweeter than honey? 
And what is stronger than a lion?” 


And he said to them, 


“lf you had not plowed with my heifer, 
You would not have found out my riddle.” 


1g 


. And his anger burned, and he went up to his 
father’s house. 20 But Samson’s wife was given to his companion who had been his 
friend.” (Judges 14:12-20 NASB) 


Samson is only beginning to see the treachery of the Philistines, who then gave 
Samson's new wife to his “companion who had been his friend” (verse 20) 


Samson and the Lion Giordano (https://restoredtraditions.com/products/samson- 
and-the-lion-giordano) 


March 28, 2019 Judges 15-17 


At the end of chapter 15 of Judges we see this statement: “So he judged Israel 
twenty years in the days of the Philistines.” (Judges 15:21 NASB) This “judging” 
seems as almost an afterthought to the vivid descriptions of the acts of resistance 
and violence unleashed by Samson on the conqueror Philistines. The story of the 
burning of the Philistine grain is told in the first part of chapter 15: “But after a 
while, in the time of wheat harvest, Samson visited his wife with a young goat, and 
said, “I will go in to my wife in her room.” But her father did not let him enter. 2 Her 
father said, “I really thought that you hated her intensely; so | gave her to your 
companion. Is not her younger sister more beautiful than she? Please let her be 
yours instead.” 3 Samson then said to them, “This time | shall be blameless in 
regard to the Philistines when | do them harm.” 4 Samson went and caught three 
hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned the foxes tail to tail and put one torch 
in the middle between two tails. 5 When he had set fire to the torches, he released 
the foxes into the standing grain of the Philistines, thus burning up both the shocks 
and the standing grain, along with the vineyards and groves. 6 Then the Philistines 
said, “Who did this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, 
because he took his wife and gave her to his companion.” So the Philistines came 
up and burned her and her father with fire.” (Judges 15:1-6) 


When Samson’s wife and her father were cruelly punished by their fellow Philistines, 
Samson took revenge. This amazing act of revenge is perhaps the best known of 
many acts of violence attributed to Samson. He slaughtered 1000 men with the 


jawbone of a donkey. This is perhaps one of the few “violent” scenes in Scripture 
that is routinely portrayed in young readers’ Bibles. Perhaps in this age of “video 
game violence” the graphic representation of this slaughter is less shocking than 
the reaction in a previous age! 


We must remember that it was God working through Samson that is the source of 
the enormous power we see here. God was dealing with the pagan Philistines 
through Samson, as the Scripture clearly points out: “Then the Philistines went up 
and camped in Judah, and spread out in Lehi. 10 The men of Judah said, “Why have 
you come up against us?” And they said, “We have come up to bind Samson in 
order to do to him as he did to us.” 11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the 
cleft of the rock of Etam and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines 
are rulers over us? What then Is this that you have done to us?” And he said to 
them, “As they did to me, so | have done to them.” 12 They said to him, “We have 
come down to bind you so that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” 
And Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not kill me.” 13 So they said 
to him, “No, but we will bind you fast and give you into their hands; yet surely we 
will not kill you.” Then they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from 
the rock. 


14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met him. And the Spirit of 
so that the ropes that were on his arms were as 

flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds dropped from his hands. 15 He found a 

fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he reached out and took it and killed a thousand men 

with it. 16 Then Samson said, 

“With the jawbone of a donkey, 

Heaps upon heaps, 

With the jawbone of a donkey 

| have killed a thousand men.” 

17 When he had finished speaking, he threw the jawbone from his hand; and he 

named that place Ramath-lehi, 18 Then he became very thirsty, and he called to 

the Lord and said, “You have given this great deliverance by the hand of Your 

servant, and now shall | die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 

19 When 

he drank, his strength returned and he revived. Therefore he named it En-hakkore, 

which Is in Lehi to this day.” (Judges 15:9-19 NASB) 


The name “Ramath-lehi” (verse 17) means “high place of the jawbone” and “En- 
hakkore” (verse 19) means “the spring of him who called”, names given to 
memorialize the events that took place there. 


Samson-The Different Judge (https://infograph. venngage.com/p/71625/samson-the- 
different-judge) 


Once again, the Philistines sought revenge against Samson. When he visited a 
“harlot” in Gaza, their plan was to kill him as he slept. Samson, however, thwarted 
their plans with his enormous strength: “Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a 
harlot there, and went in to her. 2 When it was told to the Gazites, saying, “Samson 
has come here,” they surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all night at the 
gate of the city. And they kept silent all night, saying, “Let us wait until the morning 
light, then we will kill him.” 3 Now Samson lay until midnight, and at midnight he 
arose and took hold of the doors of the city gate and the two posts and pulled them 
up along with the bars; then he put them on his shoulders and carried them up to 
the top of the mountain which Is opposite Hebron.” (Judges 16:1-3 NASB) 


Samson’s undoing, and the weakness that followed as “God departed from him” 
(verse 20), were the result of his love for a Philistine woman Delilah. She used her 
charms to extract the secret of Samson’s strength, and the Philistines finally were 
able to overpower and capture him: “After this it came about that he loved a 
woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 The lords of the Philistines 
came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and see where his great strength lies 
and how we may overpower him that we may bind him to afflict him. Then we will 
each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, 

“Please tell me where your great strength is and how you may be bound to afflict 
you.” 7 Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh cords that have not 
been dried, then | will become weak and be like any other man.” 8 Then the lords of 
the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh cords that had not been dried, and she 
bound him with them. 9 Now she had men lying in wait in an inner room. And she 
said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the cords as a 
string of tow snaps when it touches fire. So his strength was not discovered. 


10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you have deceived me and told me lies; 
now please tell me how you may be bound.” 11 He said to her, “If they bind me 
tightly with new ropes which have not been used, then | will become weak and be 
like any other man.” 12 So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them and 
said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” For the men were lying in wait 
in the inner room. But he snapped the ropes from his arms like a thread. 


13 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Up to now you have deceived me and told me lies; 
tell me how you may be bound.” And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks 
of my hair with the web [and fasten it with a pin, then | will become weak and be 
like any other man.” 14 So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his hair 
and wove them into the we]. And she fastened it with the pin and said to him, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep and pulled out the 
pin of the loom and the web. 


15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with 
me? You have deceived me these three times and have not told me where your 
great strength is.” 16 It came about when she pressed him daily with her words and 
urged him, that his soul was annoyed to death. 17 So he told her all that was in his 
heart and said to her, “A razor has never come on my head, for | have been a 
Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If | am shaved, then my strength will leave 
me and | will become weak and be like any other man.” 


18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all that was in his heart, she sent and 
called the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me 
all that is in his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought 
the money in their hands. 19 She made him sleep on her knees, and called for a 
man and had him shave off the seven locks of his hair. Then she began to afflict 
him, and his strength left him. 20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” 
And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake 
myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had departed from him. 21 Then the 
Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes; and they brought him down to Gaza 
and bound him with bronze chains, and he was a grinder in the prison. 22 However, 
the hair of his head began to grow again after it was shaved off.” (Judges 16:4-22 
NASB). 


A good trivia question is to ask whether Delilah cut (literally shaved off) Samson’s 
hair- a symbol of his Nazarite vow. The correct answer is “no”, since she called for 
a “man” (a barber?) to shave Samson (verse 19). Was there some “magical” power 
in Samson’s hair? Was this symbol of Samson’s (lifetime) dedication to God the 
source of his strength? The Scripture clearly shows us that the strength was God’s 
alone. Only when God “left” Samson was the strength gone from him. 


Samson’s (and God's) final act of vengeance occurs next. As the Philistines give 
tribute to the pagan “god” Dagon for Samson’s capture, he interrupts their 
celebration with an enormous act of strength and destruction. Samson asked a 
“boy” to show him where the support pillars of the building were: “/t so happened 
when they were in high spirits, that they said, “Call for Samson, that he may amuse 
us.” So they called for Samson from the prison, and he entertained them. And they 
made him stand between the pillars. 26 Then Samson said to the boy who was 
holding his hand, “Let me feel the pillars on which the house rests, that | may lean 
against them.” 27 Now the house was full of men and women, and all the lords of 
the Philistines were there. And about 3,000 men and women were on the roof 
looking on while Samson was amusing them.” (Judges 16:25-27 NASB) 


Samson pulled the support pillars down, causing the building to collapse around him 
and kill an enormous number of Philistines in the midst of their celebration of 
“victory” over God’s judge: “Then Samson called to the LORD and said, “O Lord Gop, 
please remember me and please strengthen me just this time, O God, that | may at 
once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.” 7? Samson grasped the two 
middle pillars on which the house rested, and braced himself against them, the one 
with his right hand and the other with his left. 3° And Samson said, “Let me die with 
the Philistines!” And he bent with “all his might so that the house fell on the lords 
and all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were 
more than those whom he killed in his life. 3 Then his brothers and all his father’s 
household came down, took him, brought him up and buried him between Zorah 
and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. Thus he had judged Israel twenty 
years.” (Judges 16:28-31 NASB) 


Judges then relates the story of Micah in Chapter 17. This Ephraimite was able to 
recover a significant amount of silver that had been taken from his mother: “Now 
there was a man of the hill country of Ephraim whose name was Micah. 2 He said to 
his mother, “The eleven hundred pieces of silver which were taken from you, about 
which you uttered a curse in my hearing, behold, the silver is with me; | took it.” 
And his mother said, “Blessed be my son by the Lord.” 3 He then returned the 
eleven hundred pieces of silver to his mother, and his mother said, “I wholly 
dedicate the silver from my hand to the Lord for my son 

, now therefore, | will return them to you.” 4 So when he 
returned the silver to his mother, his mother took two hundred pieces of silver and 
gave them to the silversmith who made them into a graven image and a molten 
image, and they were in the house of Micah. 5 And the man Micah had a shrine and 
he made an ephod and household idols and 


(Judges 17:1-6 NASB) 


This strange little story is a microcosm of the tragic story of God’s people as they 
forget the living God and made “images” for themselves to worship instead. They 
“imitated” God’s actions among them as the silver image was “dedicated to the 
Lord” (verse 3) but was not offered as a sacrifice but made into an “image”! Worse 
still, Micah perverted the priesthood by “consecrating” one of his sons to be a 
“priest” in this worship of an image (verse 5). Verse 6 is a Summary of the spiritual 
ills of that time “every man did what was right in his own eyes” For a wonderful 
exposition of this chapter, please see 


(https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide Jdg/Jdg_17.cfm) 


In this “post-modern” era that we live in, the departure from truth is perhaps even 
worse. (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernity for more details here). 
Instead of rebelling against “the truth”, and thereby acknowledging that a verifiable 
and independent truth exists, we have devolved as a society into a philosophy of 
“individual” truth, dependent only on one’s perception and articulation of the 
“truth”. The statement “This is my truth” somewhat summarizes this philosophy. 
The replacement of God with worship of the “government” or “the state” has 
resulted, as rejection of God in public and private life has become the norm. We are 
living a if we were in the era of the Judges, but without authoritative “judges” that 
are gifted by God’s Holy Spirit! 


The priesthood, and its attendant duties and responsibilities (and authority) was 
apparently viewed as “for sale”, as Micah convinces a Levite to serve as his 
personal “priest”, thus giving “authority” to Micah’s worship system: “Now there 
was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a 
Levite; and he was staying there. 8 Then the man departed from the city, from 
Bethlehem in Judah, to stay wherever he might find a place; and as he made his 
journey, he came to the hill country of Ephraim to the house of Micah. 9 Micah said 
to him, “Where do you come from?” And he said to him, “lam a Levite from 
Bethlehem in Judah, and | am going to stay wherever I may find a place.” 10 Micah 
then said to him, “Dwell with me and be a father and a priest to me, and | will give 
you ten pieces of silver a year, a suit of clothes, and your maintenance.” So the 
Levite went in. 11 The Levite agreed to live with the man, and the young man 
became to him like one of his sons. 12 


(Judges 
17:7-13 NASB). Micah even expected God’s blessing of prosperity on his personal 
“religion” since he now had an “official” priest from the Levites. 


Do we claim to “own God” ourselves? Too many times | expect God to “bless my 
mess” instead of seeking His voice and following him! 


March 28, 2019 Judges 18-19 


The Danites had yet to claim land in the Promised Land. After spying out the land, 
they settled on Laish, occupied by (presumably) peaceful people who did not have 
close alliances with their neighbors: “/n those days there was no king of Israel; 

and in those days the tribe of the Danites was seeking an inheritance for 
themselves to live in, for until that day an inheritance had not been allotted to them 
as a possession among the tribes of Israel. ? So the sons of Dan sent from their 
family five men out of their whole number, valiant men from Zorah and Eshtaol, to 
spy out the land and to search it; and they said to them, “Go, search the land.” And 
they came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and lodged 

there. ? When they were near the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the 
young man, the Levite; and they turned aside there and said to him, “Who brought 
you here? And what are you doing in this place? And what do you have here?” 4 He 
said to them, “Thus and so has Micah done to me, and he has hired me and | have 
become his priest.” > They said to him, “Inquire of God, please, that we may know 
whether our way on which we are going will be prosperous.” © The priest said to 
them, “Go in peace; your way in which you are going has the LoRD’s approval.” 


7 Then the five men departed and came to Laish and saw the people who were in it 
living in security, after the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and secure; for there was 
no ruler humiliating them for anything in the land, and they were far from the 
Sidonians and had no dealings with anyone. ® When they came back to their 
brothers at Zorah and Eshtaol, their brothers said to them, 

“What do you report?” ? They said, “Arise, and let us go up against them; for we 
have seen the land, and behold, it is very good. And will you sit still? Do not delay to 
go, to enter, to possess the land. 7° When you enter, you will come to a secure 
people with a spacious land; for God has given it into your hand, a place where 


there is no lack of anything that is on the earth.” 74 Then from the family of the 
Danites, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, six hundred men armed with weapons of war 
set out. 7? They went up and camped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. Therefore they 
called that place Mahaneh-dan to this day; behold, it is west of Kiriath- 

jearim. 73 They passed from there to the hill country of Ephraim and came to the 
house of Micah.” (Judges 18:1-13 NASB) 


The Danites boldly entered Micah’s household, led the priest away, and ransacked 
the house and stole all his valuable items, including the ephod. When Micah saw 
that these Danites were armed and some 600 in number, he decided to let them go 
and not fight with them- he would most certainly lose that fight! The Danites 
convinced the priest that had previously served on Micah and his family that he 
could be priest of a nation, and not just of a single family: “Then the five men who 
went to spy out the country of Laish said to their kinsmen, “Do you know that there 
are in these houses an ephod and household idols and a graven image and a molten 
image? Now therefore, consider what you should do.” 15 They turned aside there 
and came to the house of the young man, the Levite, to the house of Micah, and 
asked him of his welfare. 16 The six hundred men armed with their weapons of war, 
who were of the sons of Dan, stood by the entrance of the gate. 17 Now the five 
men who went to spy out the land went up and entered there, and took the graven 
image and the ephod and household idols and the molten image, while the priest 
stood by the entrance of the gate with the six hundred men armed with weapons of 
war. 18 When these went into Micah’s house and took the graven image, the ephod 
and household idols and the molten image, the priest said to them, “What are you 
doing?” 19 They said to him, “Be silent, put your hand over your mouth and come 
with us, and be to us a father and a priest. 


20 The priest’s 
heart was glad, and he took the ephod and household idols and the graven image 
and went among the people. 


21 Then they turned and departed, and put the little ones and the livestock and the 
valuables in front of them. 22 When they had gone some distance from the house of 
Micah, the men who were in the houses near Micah’s house assembled and 
overtook the sons of Dan. 23 They cried to the sons of Dan, who turned around and 
said to Micah, “What is the matter with you, that you have assembled together?” 24 
He said, “You have taken away my gods which | made, and the priest, and have 
gone away, and what do | have besides? So how can you say to me, ‘What is the 
matter with you?’” 25 


(Judges 18:14-26 NASB) 


The Danites then conquered and took Laish, putting all its inhabitants “to the 
sword” and calimed this pleasant and (once) peaceful place for their own: “Then 
they took what Micah had made and the priest who had belonged to him, and came 
to Laish, to a people quiet and secure, 


and it was in 
the valley which is near Beth-rehob. And they rebuilt the city and lived in it. 29 They 


called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father who was born in 
Israel; however, the name of the city formerly was Laish. 30 The sons of Dan set up 
for themselves the graven image; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of 
Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of 
the captivity of the land. 31 So they set up for themselves Micah’s graven image 
which he had made, all the time that the house of God was at Shiloh.” (Judges 
18:27-31 NASB) 


Note that the “graven image” is still an object of worship. Surely God was not 
pleased with this open idolatry, and defiance of the first great commandment! 


What follows is another brutal story of lust, depravity and violence. The story is 
eerily similar to the one related about Lot in Sodom (Genesis 19:4-14). In both 
stories, evil men surround a visitor and demand to have their way with him, and in 
both accounts a woman is offered to them. In this narrative, the woman is killed 
and her body divided into twelve parts, each tribe of Israel receiving a “body part” 
as a witness to the sin and depravity that had taken place: “While they were 
celebrating, behold, the men of the city, certain worthless fellows, surrounded the 
house, pounding the door; and they spoke to the owner of the house, the old man, 
saying, “Bring out the man who came into your house that we may have relations 
with him.” 23 Then the man, the owner of the house, went out to them and said to 
them, “No, my fellows, please do not act so wickedly; since this man has come into 
my house, do not commit this act of folly. 24 Here is my virgin daughter and his 
concubine. Please let me bring them out that you may ravish them and do to them 
whatever you wish. But do not commit such an act of folly against this man.” 25 But 
the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his concubine and brought her 
out to them; and they raped her and abused her all night until morning, then let her 
go at the approach of dawn. 26 As the day began to dawn, the woman came and 
fell down at the doorway of the man’s house where her master was, until full 
daylight. 


27 When her master arose in the morning and opened the doors of the house and 
went out to go on his way, then behold, his concubine was lying at the doorway of 
the house with her hands on the threshold. 28 He said to her, “Get up and /et us 
go,” but there was no answer. Then he placed her on the donkey; and the man 
arose and went to his home. 29 When he entered his house, he took a knife and laid 
hold of his concubine and cut her in twelve pieces, limb by limb, and sent her 
throughout the territory of Israel. 30 All who saw it said, “Nothing like this has ever 
happened or been seen from the day when the sons of Israel came up from the land 
of Egypt to this day. Consider it, take counsel and speak up!” (Judges 19:22-30 
NASB) 


An excellent commentary on Judges 19 can be found in the Enduring Word website 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/judges-19/). 


The Levite Finds His Concubine on the Doorstep -James Tissot 


March 30, 2019 Judges 20-21 


It seems somehow appropriate that the book of Judges ends with a description of 
warfare, in this case a civil war between the tribe of Benjamin and the rest of the 
tribes of Israel. In the previous chapter we see a near repetition of the story of Lot in 
Sodom in the horrifying narrative of the concubine of the Levite being ravaged and 
(probably) killed by a group of depraved men. The tribe of Benjamin was in control 
of the city of Gibeah, where this depraved act took place. Now that all the other 
tribes had been alerted to this tragedy, they were ready to fight with the 
Benjaminites: “Then all the sons of Israel from Dan to Beersheba, including the land 
of Gilead, came out, and the congregation assembled as one man to the Lord at 
Mizpah. 2 The chiefs of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, took their 
stand in the assembly of the people of God, 400,000 foot soldiers who drew the 
sword. 3 (Now the sons of Benjamin heard that the sons of Israel had gone up to 
Mizpah.) And the sons of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this wickedness take place?” 4 
So the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, “! 
came with my concubine to spend the night at Gibeah which belongs to Benjamin. 5 
But the men of Gibeah rose up against me and surrounded the house at night 
because of me. They intended to kill me; instead, they ravished my concubine so 
that she died. 6 And I took hold of my concubine and cut her in pieces and sent her 
throughout the land of Israel’s inheritance; for they have committed a lewd and 
disgraceful act in Israel. 7 Behold, all you sons of Israel, give your advice and 
counsel here.” 


8 Then all the people arose as one man, saying, “Not one of us will go to his tent, 
nor will any of us return to his house. 9 But now this is the thing which we will do to 


Gibeah; we will go up against it by lot. 10 And we will take 10 men out of 100 
throughout the tribes of Israel, and 100 out of 1,000, and 1,000 out of 10,000 to 
supply food for the people, that when they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, they may 
punish them for all the disgraceful acts that they have committed in Israel.” 11 Thus 
all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united as one man. 


12 Then the tribes of Israel sent men through the entire tribe of Benjamin, saying, 
“What is this wickedness that has taken place among you? 13 Now then, deliver up 
the men, the worthless fellows in Gibeah, that we may put them to death and 
remove this wickedness from Israel.” But the sons of Benjamin would not listen to 
the voice of their brothers, the sons of Israel. 14 The sons of Benjamin gathered 
from the cities to Gibeah, to go out to battle against the sons of Israel. 15 From the 
cities on that day the sons of Benjamin were numbered, 26,000 men who draw the 
sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah who were numbered, 700 choice men. 16 
Out of all these people 700 choice men were left-handed; each one could sling a 
stone at a hair and not miss. 


17 Then the men of Israel besides Benjamin were numbered, 400,000 men who 
draw the sword; all these were men of war.” (Judges 20:1-17 NASB) The Scripture 
tells us that some 400,000 men were gathered in an army to battle with Benjamin 
to “remove this wickedness from Israel” (verse 13). In an interesting note, it lists 
700 of the 400,000 as “left handed”. 


After asking God who should go first into battle, Judah was chosen. The battle did 
not go well, as some 22,000 men were killed from Judah in the first battle. The Bible 
tells us: “Now the sons of Israel arose, went up to Bethel, and inquired of God and 
said, “Who shall go up first for us to battle against the sons of Benjamin?” Then the 
Lord said, “Judah shall go up first.” 


19 So the sons of Israel arose in the morning and camped against Gibeah. 20 The 
men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin, and the men of Israel arrayed for 
battle against them at Gibeah. 21 Then the sons of Benjamin came out of Gibeah 
and felled to the ground on that day 22,000 men of Israel. 22 But the people, the 
men of Israel, encouraged themselves and arrayed for battle again in the place 
where they had arrayed themselves the first day. 23 The sons of Israel went up and 
wept before the Lord until evening, and inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall we again 
draw near for battle against the sons of my brother Benjamin?” And the Lord said, 
“Go up against him.” (Judges 20:18-23). 


The combined forces of the “other tribes” did not do much better on the second 
day- they lost 18,000 mean in the day’s fighting: “Then the sons of Israel came 
against the sons of Benjamin the second day. 25 Benjamin went out against them 
from Gibeah the second day and felled to the ground again 18,000 men of the sons 
of Israel; all these drew the sword. 26 Then all the sons of Israel and all the people 
went up and came to Bethel and wept; thus they remained there before the Lord 
and fasted that day until evening. And they offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the Lord. 27 The sons of Israel inquired of the Lord (for the ark of 
the covenant of God was there in those days, 28 and Phinehas the son of Eleazar, 
Aaron’s son, stood before it to minister in those days), saying, “Shall 1 yet again go 
out to battle against the sons of my brother Benjamin, or shall | cease?” And the 


Lord said, “Go up, for tomorrow | will deliver them into your hand.” (Judges 20:24-28 
NASB) 


Out of their confusion and grief, the people wept, and then made burnt offerings 
and fasted. Was the Lord really with them....?, They received assurance from the 
priests that Benjamin would be given “into your hand” the next day of battle. This 
time the alliance of tribes set an ambush: “So /srae/ set men in ambush around 
Gibeah. 30 The sons of Israel went up against the sons of Benjamin on the third day 
and arrayed themselves against Gibeah as at other times. 31 The sons of Benjamin 
went out against the people and were drawn away from the city, and they began to 
strike and kill some of the people as at other times, on the highways, one of which 
goes up to Bethel and the other to Gibeah, and in the field, about thirty men of 
Israel. 32 The sons of Benjamin said, “They are struck down before us, as at the 
first.” But the sons of Israel said, “Let us flee that we may draw them away from the 
city to the highways.” 33 Then all the men of Israel arose from their place and 
arrayed themselves at Baal-tamar; and the men of Israel in ambush broke out of 
their place, even out of Maareh-geba. 34 When ten thousand choice men from all 
Israel came against Gibeah, the battle became fierce; but Benjamin did not know 


that disaster was close to them. 


36 So the sons of Benjamin saw that they were defeated. When the men of Israel 
gave ground to Benjamin because they relied on the men in ambush whom they 


had set against Gibeah, 37 


el ate abana raat 42 Therefore, they turned their backs before 


the men of Israel toward the direction of the wilderness, but the battle overtook 
them while those who came out of the cities destroyed them in the midst of them. 
43 They surrounded Benjamin, pursued them without rest and trod them down 
opposite Gibeah toward the east. 44 Thus 18,000 men of Benjamin fell; all these 
were valiant warriors. 45 The rest turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock 
of Rimmon, but they caught 5,000 of them on the highways and overtook them at 
Gidom and killed 2,000 of them. 46 So all of Benjamin who fell that day were 25,000 
men who draw the sword; all these were valiant warriors. 47 But 600 men turned 
and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, and they remained at the 
rock of Rimmon four months. 48 The men of Israel then turned back against the 
sons of Benjamin and struck them with the edge of the sword, both the entire city 
with the cattle and all that they found; they also set on fire all the cities which they 
found.” (Judges 20:29-48 NASB) 


ie : 
The Ambush James Tissot 


Now there was a giant “gap” in the tribes. With all the men of Benjamin essentially 
destroyed, the women of the tribe asked how their people would survive. This 
strikes me somewhat in the same way as someone who strikes him or herself in the 
head with a brick, and then cries and complains about the pain! How could the 
Israelites not know that by destroying all the marriageable and eligible men ina 
tribe that a problem would occur with the ongoing presence- the sustaining 
presence- of the same tribe? Soo, posed with this self-created problem, the other 
tribes came up with an “answer” that somewhat satisfied them and partially 
repaired the damage they had done to themselves. 


The answer was somewhat predictable. Despite the pledge made to shun the 
women and children of the tribe of Benjamin, their solution was to “marry them 
anyway”. They had sworn together at Mizpah: “Now the men of Israel had sworn in 
Mizpah, saying, “None of us shall give his daughter to Benjamin in marriage.” 2 So 
the people came to Bethel and sat there before God until evening, and lifted up 
their voices and wept bitterly. 3 They said, “Why, O Lord, God of Israel, has this 
come about in Israel, so that one tribe should be missing today in Israel?” 4 It came 
about the next day that the people arose early and built an altar there and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. 


5 Then the sons of Israel said, “Who is there among all the tribes of Israel who did 
not come up in the assembly to the Lord?” For they had taken a great oath 
concerning him who did not come up to the Lord at Mizpah, saying, “He shall surely 
be put to death.” 6 And the sons of Israel were sorry for their brother Benjamin and 
said, “One tribe is cut off from Israel today. 7 What shall we do for wives for those 
who are left, since we have sworn by the Lord not to give them any of our 
daughters in marriage?” (Judges 21:1-7 NASB) 


The taking of the Benjaminite women was a selective process, once a year those 
women who were virgins (presumable untouched by the sins of their tribe) - see 


verse 12 “And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young virgins 
who had not known a man by lying with him; and they brought them to the camp at 
Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan”. These captured young women were to 
“dance in the woods” and the men of the other tribes were to take them in 
marriage- they would “catch a wife” (verse 21). The process is described this way: 
“So they said, “Behold, there is a feast of the Lord from year to year in Shiloh, which 
is on the north side of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goes up from 
Bethel to Shechem, and on the south side of Lebonah.” 20 And they commanded 
the sons of Benjamin, saying, “Go and lie in wait in the vineyards, 21 and watch; 
and behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to take part in the dances, then you 
shall come out of the vineyards and each of you shall catch his wife from the 
daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 22 It shall come about, when 
their fathers or their brothers come to complain to us, that we shall say to them, 
‘Give them to us voluntarily, because we did not take for each man of Benjamin a 
wife in battle, nor did you give them to them, else you would now be guilty.’” 23 
The sons of Benjamin did so, and took wives according to their number from those 
who danced, whom they carried away. And they went and returned to their 
inheritance and rebuilt the cities and lived in them. 24 The sons of Israel departed 
from there at that time, every man to his tribe and family, and each one of them 
went out from there to his inheritance.” (Judges 21:19-24 NASB) 


The whole sad book of Judges ends with a comment- a repeated theme throughout 
the narratives of all the Judges: “/n those days there was no king in Israel; everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 21:25 NASB) 


It is very sad but true. The life lived without God, without consultation of and 
guidance by God, is empty, pointless, brutal and sad. How much grief and sadness 
we would spare ourselves if only we listened to the One who loves us best! Better 
still, if we 


March 31, 2019 Ruth 1-4 


The off the wall and bizarre humor of Monty Python has always appealed to me. 
One of my favorite lines from this British comedy team was “and now for something 
completely different..!” The war, misery, ambushes and civil war and its bloody 
consequences is now only a distant background, as we explore a wonderful and 
romantic- and even surprising- story of a Moabitess named Ruth. The story is a 
very old one, as the Scriptures attest: “Now it came about 

, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of 
Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two 
sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife, Naomi; and 
the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in 
Judah. Now they entered the land of Moab and remained there. 3 Then Elimelech, 
Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left with her two sons. 4 


. And they lived there about ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and 
Chilion also died, and the woman was bereft of her two children and her husband. 


6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the land of 
Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the Lord had visited His people in 


giving them food. 7 So she departed from the place where she was, and her two 
daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 
8 And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her 
mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you as you have dealt with the dead 
and with me. 9 May the Lord grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her 
husband.” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And 
they said to her, “No, but we will surely return with you to your people.” 11 But 
Naomi said, “Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Have | yet sons in 
my womb, that they may be your husbands? 12 Return, my daughters! Go, for | am 
too old to have a husband. If 1 said | have hope, if | should even have a husband 
tonight and also bear sons, 13 would you therefore wait until they were grown? 
Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters; for it is harder for 
me than for you, for the hand of the Lord has gone forth against me.” (Ruth 1:1-13 
NASB) 


As an interesting (and trivial) side note, the name “Orpah” was the intended name 
for Oprah Winfrey, her name turned out to be a transcription error on her birth 


certificate (https://www.aol.com/article/2015/08/28/oprah-wasnt-always-oprah-her- 
birth-name-revealed/21228783/). 


The women in our story were without husbands- both the younger two as well as 
their mother -in-law. In this age, a woman was relatively defenseless and without 
many rights that we take for granted today. Their vulnerability is alluded to several 
times in Scripture, notable in the book of James: “Pure and undefiled religion in the 
sight of our God and Father Is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and 
to keep oneself unstained by the world.” (James 1:27 NASB) 


The beautiful expression of loyalty made by Ruth to her mother in law Naomi stands 
alone as a testimony to love and loyalty through the centuries. Many couples use 
this beautiful passage as part of their marriage ceremony, even though it was a 
statement of love and loyalty between two women. The words are: “But Ruth said, 
“Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, | 
will go, and where you lodge, | will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your 
God, my God. 17 Where you die, | will die, and there | will be buried. Thus may the 
Lord do to me, and worse, if anything but death parts you and me.” (Ruth 1:16-17 
NASB) 


And so the two women return, hoping to eke out an existence in Bethlehem , at the 
time of the barley harvest: “So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, 
her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of Moab. And they came to 
Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.” (Ruth 1:22 NASB) 


The second chapter of Ruth includes two traditions from God’s Word to His people- 
1) the practice of leaving some of a field unharvested for the “gleaners”; 2) the 
kinsman redeemer. Ruth is free to “glean” at the edges of the fields to collect life 
saving grain. This grain was not only a source of food but of wealth- it could be 
traded and used as a barter for survival needs. Please see 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gleaning) which includes references to Leviticus 19:9; 
Leviticus 23:22; 


Deuteronomy 24:19; Leviticus 19:10; and Deuteronomy 24:21. The Scripture tells 
us: “Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family 
of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, 
“Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after one in whose 
sight | may find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she departed 
and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to 
the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 4 Now 
behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, “May the Lord be with 
you.” And they said to him, “May the Lord bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his 
servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” 6 The 
servant in charge of the reapers replied, “She is the young Moabite woman who 
returned with Naomi from the land of Moab. 7 And she said, ‘Please let me glean 
and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.’ Thus she came and has remained 
from the morning until now; she has been sitting in the house for a little while.” 


8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen carefully, my daughter. Do not go to glean in 
another field; furthermore, do not go on from this one, but stay here with my maids. 
9 Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Indeed, | have 
commanded the servants not to touch you. When you are thirsty, go to the water 
jars and drink from what the servants draw.” 10 


11 Boaz replied to her, “All that you have 
done for your mother-in-law after the death of your husband has been fully reported 
to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and 
came to a people that you did not previously know. 12 May the Lord reward your 
work, and your wages be full from the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings 
you have come to seek refuge.” 13 Then she said, “I have found favor in your sight, 
my lord, for you have comforted me and indeed have spoken kindly to your 
maidservant, though | am not like one of your maidservants.” (Ruth 2: 1-13 NASB) 


Boaz embodies the spirit of kindness reflected in the Law- to truly care for and 
protect the helpless and defenseless persons around us. He provides both kindness 
and protection to Ruth. Her gratitude is a model of the joy and gratitude that we 
feel once we realize Jesus died for us, and on our behalf, and that He love us even 
though we were sinners: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8 NIV) 


Ruth, having found a source of sustenance and kindness, continued to glean in 
Boaz’s fields: “So she stayed close by the maids of Boaz in order to glean until the 
end of the barley harvest and the wheat harvest. And she lived with her mother-in- 
law.” (Ruth 2:23 NASB) 


In a sweet and romantic part of this story, we see Ruth approach her kinsman, and 
sleep literally “at his feet”. The love and gratefulness she felt toward this kind 
person Boaz is soon to be rewarded. We must realize, however, that this is not a 
Hallmark movie. The Scripture is a realistic and sometimes brutally honest record 
of our God and His dealings with us flawed and ungrateful creatures. Ruth 
approaches Boaz at night and sleeps at his feet, following the instructions of her 
mother in law Naomi: “Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, 
shall 1 not seek security for you, that it may be well with you? 2 Now Is not Boaz our 


kinsman, with whose maids you were? Behold, he winnows barley at the threshing 
floor tonight. 3 Wash yourself therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your best 
clothes, and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the 
man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 It shall be when he lies down, that 
you Shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and 
lie down; then he will tell you what you shall do.” 5 She said to her, “All that you say 
/ will do.” 


6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her mother- 
in-law had commanded her. 7 When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart was 
merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she came secretly, 
and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 It happened in the middle of the night that 
the man was Startled and bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying at his feet. 
9 He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth your maid. So spread your 
covering over your maid, for you are a Close relative.” 10 Then he said, “May you be 
blessed of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better 
than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 Now, my 
daughter, do not fear. | will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the 
city know that you are a woman of excellence. 12 Now it is true | am a close 
relative; however, there is a relative closer than |. 13 Remain this night, and when 
morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him redeem you. But if he does not 
wish to redeem you, then | will redeem you, as the Lord lives. Lie down until 
morning.” (Ruth 3:1-13 NASB) 


Was this a sexual encounter? Did Ruth in her gentle way “seduce” Boaz? The 
COMminet italy raises some interesting points about the nature of this encounter 


And by the way, once more we see the “threshing floor”! 

However innocent (or not) the encounter was that night, Boaz decides to “redeem” 
Ruth and become her “kinsman redeemer” . This tradition is described in Scripture 
in a number of places (see https://www.gotquestions.org/kinsman-redeemer.html), 
as this reference states: “The Hebrew term (go e/) for kinsman-redeemer designates 
one who delivers or rescues (Genesis 48:16; Exodus 6:6) or redeems property or 
person (Leviticus 27:9-25, 25:47-55). The kinsman who redeems or vindicates a 
relative is illustrated most clearly in the book of Ruth, where the kinsman-redeemer 
is Boaz.“ 


The Kinsman Redeemer- Ruth Sleeps at Boaz’s Feet 


Boaz goes through the prescribed process of offering Ruth’s “redemption” to a 
series of possible kinsman redeemers, who would be bound to protect and care for 
Ruth. Boaz is selected almost by default, since the other candidate- closer by 
blood- refuses to take this role: “Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, 
and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, 
“Turn aside, friend, sit down here.” And he turned aside and sat down. 2 He took 
ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 


7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and 
the exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal and gave it 
to another; and this was the manner of attestation in Israel. 8 So the closest relative 
said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” And he removed his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to 
the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that | have bought from the 
hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and 
Mahlon. 10 Moreover, | have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to 
be my wife in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that 
the name of the deceased will not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of 
his birth place; you are witnesses today.” 11 All the people who were in the court, 
and the elders, said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is 
coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel; 
and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem. 12 
Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, 
through the offspring which the Lord will give you by this young woman.” 


13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her. And the Lord 
enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to 
Naomi, “Blessed is the Lord who has not left you without a redeemer today, and 
may his name become famous in Israel. 15 May he also be to you a restorer of life 
and a sustainer of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is 
better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” (Ruth 4:1-15 NASB) 


So now both Ruth and Nami are “redeemed” and given the love, safety and security 
of the protection and commitment of Boaz. What a wonderful illustration of God’s 
redeeming love. Our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Himself, offers us His amazing and 
limitless love, and redeems and “buys back” our tattered and sinful selves to 
become part of His royal family! 


Ruth is listed (as is Tamar) in the lineage of Jesus, a further illustration of God’s 
ability to go “beyond tradition” and establish His kingdom in His way- regardless 
(and sometimes in spite of) our very human “traditions”. The Book of Ruth 
concludes with these words: “Now these are the generations of Perez: to Perez was 
born Hezron, 19 and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab, 20 and to 
Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, 21 and to Salmon was 
born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, 22 and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David.” 
(Ruth 4:18-22 NASB) 


The genealogy of Jesus is given by both Matthew and Luke, and both mention Ruth 
in their listing of the line of descent of Jesus (Matthew 1:5- Ruth; Luke 3:32 
Boaz/Ruth). God has His plans, and our plans and traditions are clearly subordinate 
to His designs for us! 


April 1, 2019 1 Samuel 1-3 


The birth- a miraculous one- of Samuel as recorded in Scripture carries at least two 
lessons: 1) things are not what they seem to be; 2) God can miraculously provide a 
leader for His people. When the righteous Elkanah and Hannah were not blessed 
with children, they took the opportunity to serve God as a faithful servant (Elkanah) 
or to become a prayer warrior (Hannah) and pray constantly for the blessing of a 
child. 


Hannah was especially distraught because her “sister wife” Penninah, was able to 
bear children and mocked Hannah for he childlessness: “Now there was a certain 
man from Ramathaim-zophim from the hill country of Ephraim, and his name was 
Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an 


Ephraimite. 2 
fe) 
. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests 


to the Lord there. 4 When the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he would give 
portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and her daughters; 5 but to Hannah 
he would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, but the Lord had closed her 


womb. 6 
. 7 It happened year after year, as often as she went up 


to the house of the Lord, she would provoke her; so she wept and would not eat. 8 
Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep and why do you 
not eat and why Is your heart sad? Am | not better to you than ten sons?” 


9 Then Hannah rose after eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was 
sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10 She, greatly 
distressed, prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 She made a vow and said, “O 
Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and 
remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, 


| 


17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go 
in peace; and may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of 
Him.” 18 She said, “Let your maidservant find favor in your sight.” So the woman 
went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.” (1 Samuel 1:1-18 NASB) 


Hannah was so distraught and focused on he prayers that she seemed to be drunk 
to the priest. Hannah's prayer included a promise- a vow- to God that if God were 
to bless her with a child, Hannah would offer that child to the service of God their 
whole life! 


So the woman that “seemed” drunk was actually in fervent and heartfelt prayer to 
God! Our merciful God answered Hannah’s prayer, and she conceived a child who 
was to be a strong and Godly leader in Israel, one who was desperately needed by a 
people who had mostly forgotten the God of their deliverance. 


God’s miracle, and the miracle that gave God’s people a strong and godly leader, 
was the birth of the child Samuel. Hannah was faithful to her promise, and took the 
child to the temple to be raised by Eli the priest: “7hen they arose early in the 
morning and worshiped before the Lord, and returned again to their house in 
Ramah. And Elkanah had relations with Hannah his wife, 


21 Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to offer to the Lord the 
yearly sacrifice and pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her 
husband, “I will not go up until the child is weaned; then | will bring him, that he 
may appear before the Lord and stay there forever.” 23 Elkanah her husband said 
to her, “Do what seems best to you. Remain until you have weaned him; only may 
the Lord confirm His word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she 
weaned him. 24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with a 
three-year-old bull and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to the 
house of the Lord in Shiloh, although the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered 
the bull, and brought the boy to Eli. 26 She said, “Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, 
my lord, !am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to the Lord. 27 For 
this boy | prayed, and the Lord has given me my petition which | asked of Him. 28 
So | have also dedicated him to the Lord; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the 
Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.” (1 Samuel 1:19-28 NASB) 


The pattern of godly, childless couples asking for- and receiving- a miraculous child 
appears several times in Scripture, first with Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 21), here 
with Elkanah and Hannah (1 Samuel 1), and later with Zechariah and Elizabeth in 


the birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1). Each time God used this occasion to provide 
His people with a strong and godly leader! 


Hannah's song of gratitude is very similar to Mary’s praise of God in the Magnificat 
later in history (Luke 1:46-55). Hannah praised God and prayed: 


Then Hannah prayed and said, 


“My heart exults in the Lord; 

My horn is exalted in the Lord, 

My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies, 
Because | rejoice in Your salvation. 

2 “There is no one holy like the Lord, 

Indeed, there is no one besides You, 

Nor is there any rock like our God. 

3 “Boast no more so very proudly, 

Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; 
For the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

And with Him actions are weighed. 

4 “The bows of the mighty are shattered, 

But the feeble gird on strength. 

5 “Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, 
But those who were hungry cease to hunger. 
Even the barren gives birth to seven, 

But she who has many children languishes. 

6 “The Lord kills and makes alive; 

He brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

7 “The Lord makes poor and rich; 

He brings low, He also exalts. 

8 “He raises the poor from the dust, 

He lifts the needy from the ash heap 

To make them sit with nobles, 

And inherit a seat of honor; 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
And He set the world on them. 

9 “He keeps the feet of His godly ones, 

But the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; 
For not by might shall a man prevail. 

10 “Those who contend with the Lord will be shattered; 
Against them He will thunder in the heavens, 
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 
And He will give strength to His king, 

And will exalt the horn of His anointed.” 


11 Then Elkanah went to his home at Ramah. But the boy ministered to the Lord 
before Eli the priest. (1 Samuel 2: 1-10 NASB) 


And now the Scripture, always honest and realistic, provides for us the “back story” 
of Eli’s unrighteous and rebellious sons. They were raised “in training” to be 
priests, but they “despised the offering of the Lord”, they did not treat them with 


rz 


respect as prescribed in God’s Law. The Bible tells us: 

13 and the custom of the priests with 
the people. When any man was offering a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come 
while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand. 14 Then he would 
thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fork brought up the 
priest would take for himself. Thus they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came 
there. 15 Also, before they burned the fat, the priest’s servant would come and say 
to the man who was sacrificing, “Give the priest meat for roasting, as he will not 
take boiled meat from you, only raw.” 16 If the man said to him, “They must surely 
burn the fat first, and then take as much as you desire,” then he would say, “No, 
but you shall give it to me now; and if not, | will take it by force.” 17 


(1 Samuel 2:12-17 NASB) 


These two “worthless men” (verse 12) were literally stealing from the offerings 
presented in good faith to the Lord by demanding that the meats offered to God be 
given to them, not as per the protocol of the sacrifice. They even threatened to 
take the offerings “by force” (verse 16)! The raw meat taken this way could be 
prepared for consumption or sold for a profit (please see the wonderful commentary 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-samuel-2/) from Enduring Word for 


more detail. 


In great contrast, Samuel loved and served the Lord. His mother would visit him 
yearly, and God blessed the faithful Hannah with more children: “Now Samuel was 
ministering before the Lord, as a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 And his mother 
would make him a little robe and bring it to him from year to year when she would 
come up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless 
Elkanah and his wife and say, “May the Lord give you children from this woman in 
place of the one she dedicated to the Lord.” And they went to their own home. 


Zt 


.” (1 Samuel 2:18-21 


NASB). 


Eli's sons were not only thieves but were also sexually immoral, performing sexual 
acts in the temple itself! The Scripture tells us: “Now Eli was very old; and he heard 
all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how 

. 23 He said to them, “Why do you do 
such things, the evil things that | hear from all these people? 24 No, my sons; for 
the report is not good which | hear the Lord’s people circulating. 25 If one man sins 
against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who 
can intercede for him?” But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for the 
Lord desired to put them to death.” (1 Samuel 2:22-25 NASB) 


Was Eli “too old” to effectively rebuke (or earlier, too ineffective a parent to raise) 
his two sons? Was he truly heartbroken over their sins, and greatly concerned 
about their spiritual well-being? We may never know, since the Scriptures mostly 
tell us the facts “what happened” rather then the motive “what were they 
thinking?”. It is clear that God was very displeased with these two, and sent a “man 
of God” to visit with Eli and prophesy the bitter ending which would occur to both 


the two sons and to Eli himself. He was, as were many of the judges, a very flawed 
leader and God was forced to deal with him and his progeny. 


A “man of God” then rebukes Eli, and describes the punishment and rejection God 
has in store for them. Was this “man of God” a human or an angel? God often sent 
angels to communicate with His people as messengers, both with good (Luke 2) and 
bad (2 Kings 19) news from God. It is not clear who this “man of God” was, but his 
message was Chilling- both of Eli’s sons would die in a single day, and a righteous 
servant would replace them. This prophesy was fulfilled, and Samuel himself was a 
partial fulfilment of this prophesy. Later Zadok the priest and his family replaced 
Eli’s family line, and ultimately Jesus Himself was the faithful servant. 


The Scripture says: “Then a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Did | not indeed reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in 
Egypt in bondage to Pharaoh’s house? 28 Did | not choose them from all the tribes 
of Israel to be My priests, to go up to My altar, to burn incense, to carry an ephod 
before Me; and did | not give to the house of your father all the fire offerings of the 
sons of Israel? 29 Why do you kick at My sacrifice and at My offering which | have 
commanded in My dwelling, and honor your sons above Me 

30 Therefore the Lord 
God of Israel declares, ‘I did indeed say that your house and the house of your 
father should walk before Me forever’; but now the Lord declares, ‘Far be it from Me 
—for those who honor Me | will honor, and those who despise Me will be lightly 
esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are coming when | will break your strength and the 
strength of your father’s house so that there will not be an old man in your house. 
32 You will see the distress of My dwelling, in spite of all the good that JI do for 
Israel; and an old man will not be in your house forever. 33 Yet | will not cut off 
every man of yours from My altar so that your eyes will fail from weeping and your 
soul grieve, and all the increase of your house will die in the prime of life. 34 This 


35 But! will raise up for Myself 


, and he will walk before My anointed always. 36 
Everyone who Is left in your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of 
silver or a loaf of bread and say, “Please assign me to one of the priest’s offices so 
that | may eat a piece of bread.” (1 Samuel 2:27-36 NASB)” 


We then see the dramatic and glorious call of the Lord to Samuel. Israel had turned 
from the Lord, dong “what was right in their own eyes”, and only a few knew, 
remembered and honored the Lord with their faith and practice. The land of God’s 
people had sunk to a new low, as even the priest Eli and his sons were practicing 
immorality and Eli’s sons in particular were “practical atheists”- that is, they acted 
as if there were no God in their everyday life, despite mentioning His name 
ceremonially. The Scripture tells us that these were times that God seemed absent 
from His people: “Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord before Eli. And 
word from the Lord was rare in those days, visions were infrequent.” (1 Samuel 3:1 
NASB). Why were visions “infrequent” and the word from the Lord “rare”? Did God 
not care about His people anymore? Clearly this is not the case. Times of spiritual 
barrenness in our lives are many times a symptom of our own comfort with our 
“every day, OK” sins, our lack of focus on and dedication to God, and our lax and 


undisciplined spiritual lives. God is still communicating with us, we just don’t hear 
Him (and many times don’t wish to hear from Him!). 


God was still present, and called Samuel in a dramatic way. While Samuel was 
sleeping, he heard his name called. Our wonderful loving God called Samuel (and 
calls us) by name. He is a personal God and desires a personal relationship with us! 
Eli figured out that God was calling Samuel, even in his muddled spiritual state, and 
instructed Samuel to answer God's call. Samuel’s response is very telling: “Then 
the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, * 11 The Lord said to Samuel, 
“Behold, | am about to do a thing in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears 
it will tingle. 12 In that day | will carry out against Eli all that | have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For | have told him that |! am about 
to judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought 
a curse on themselves and he did not rebuke them.” (2 Samuel 3:10-13 NASB) 


Speak, for your servant is listening! My prayer is that this would be my constant 
attitude toward God. | pray that | would be close enough, in constant awareness of, 
and carefully listening to all that my wonderful God would speak to me. | need to 
learn to listen when | pray, for so many times | am reciting a “laundry list” of 
concerns and issues which God already knows about- and is dealing with! | need to 
listen with an open heart, and perhaps as important, as an act of the will to follow 
where He leads. 


Samuel followed to the glory of God. As happen so often, after the call comes a 
“test”. Samuel knew God had called him, and now was asked by Eli to tell all that 
God had spoken to him. Naturally, Samuel was reluctant to tell his mentor such 
terrible news. Samuel was honest with Eli, and shared all the words that God had 
given him. Perhaps as a sign that Eli was still able to believe in and honor God, if 
only partially, he accepts his fate and punishment: “So Samuel lay down until 
morning. Then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. But Samuel was afraid 
to tell the vision to Eli. 16 Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And 
he said, “Here | am.” 17 He said, “What is the word that He spoke to you? Please do 
not hide it from me. May God do so to you, and more also, if you hide anything from 
me of all the words that He spoke to you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. 


19 Thus Samuel grew and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fail. 20 
All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a 
prophet of the Lord. 21 And the Lord appeared again at Shiloh, because the Lord 
revealed Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord.” (21 Samuel 3:16-21 
NASB) 


Eli and Samuel by John Singleton Copley (1780) 
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The ark of the covenant- a treasure that was portable enough for God’s people to 
take it with them in the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, and which now 
resided in Shiloh. This object, though not a graven image in any sense of the word, 
was the center of worship of God for His people. It contained the “replacement 
stone tablets” with the commandments, Aaron’s staff (which miraculously budded), 
and a container of manna- the bread God himself had provided. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ark_of_the Covenant). 


When the Israelites were defeated by the Philistines, the ark was sent for as a 
“rallying sign” to the man in battle, hopefully to remind them that God would give 
the victory to them: “Thus the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel went 
out to meet the Philistines in battle and camped beside Ebenezer while the 
Philistines camped in Aphek. 2 The Philistines drew up in battle array to meet Israel. 
When the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines who killed about 
four thousand men on the battlefield. 3 When the people came into the camp, the 
elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let 
us take to ourselves from Shiloh the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that it may 
come among us and deliver us from the power of our enemies.” 4 So the people 


sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 
hosts who sits above the cherubim; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were there with the ark of the covenant of God.” (1 Samuel 4:1-4 NASB) 


Note that Hophni and Phineas, the two “worthless” sons of Eli, came with the Ark 
since they were nominally in charge of all worship connected with the Ark. 


God had other plans for His people, and allowed them to be defeated by the 
Philistines, the ark taken by these enemies of God’s people, and the two “worthless” 
sons of Eli died. The Scripture does not make the manner of their death clear, but 
they both dies the same day as prophesied by the “man of God” (1 Samuel 2:27): 
“As the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a 
great shout, so that the earth resounded. 6 When the Philistines heard the noise of 
the shout, they said, “What does the noise of this great shout in the camp of the 
Hebrews mean?” Then they understood that the ark of the Lord had come into the 
camp. 7 The Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God has come into the camp.” 
And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! 
Who shall deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods who 
smote the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the wilderness. 9 Take courage and 
be men, O Philistines, or you will become slaves to the Hebrews, as they have been 
slaves to you; therefore, be men and fight.” 


10 So the Philistines fought and Israel was defeated, and every man fled to his tent; 
and the slaughter was very great, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot 
soldiers. 11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, died.” (1 Samuel 4:5-11 NASB) 


When Eli received the tragic news of the defeat and the death of both his sons, he 
fell “backward” and broke his neck and died. The Scripture tells us that Eli was 98 
years old at the time of his death: “Now a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line 
and came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes torn and dust on his head. 13 
When he came, behold, Eli was sitting on his seat by the road eagerly watching, 
because his heart was trembling for the ark of God. So the man came to tell it in the 
city, and all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, he said, 
“What does the noise of this commotion mean?” Then the man came hurriedly and 
told Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were set so that he 
could not see. 16 The man said to Eli, “1 am the one who came from the battle line. 
Indeed, | escaped from the battle line today.” And he said, “How did things go, my 
son?” 17 Then the one who brought the news replied, “Israel has fled before the 
Philistines and there has also been a great slaughter among the people, and your 
two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been taken.” 
18 


(1 Samuel 4:12-18 NASB) 


Israel is defeated, Eli the Judge is dead, and the Ark is in enemy hands. What else 
could happen to God’s people? Did they feel the beginnings of the bitter 
consequences of the sins against God, their ignoring Him, not heeding or following 
His Word? 


Phinehas’ wife then dies in childbirth and prophetically names her son Ichabod “No 
Glory”, for the glory of the Lord had truly left Israel: “Now his daughter-in-law, 
Phinehas’s wife, was pregnant and about to give birth; and when she heard the 
news that the ark of God was taken and that her father-in-law and her husband had 
died, she kneeled down and gave birth, for her pains came upon her. 20 And about 
the time of her death the women who stood by her said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
for you have given birth to a son.” But she did not answer or pay attention. 21 And 
she called the boy Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel,” because 
the ark of God was taken and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 She 
said, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God was taken.” (1 Samuel 
4:19-22 NASB) 


The anger of God was released in great power as He punished the Philistines for 
taking the Ark. The pagan “god” Dagon was toppled over and broken, and disease 
broke out among the Philistines who had taken the Ark: “Now the Philistines took 
the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. ? Then the Philistines took 
the ark of God and brought it to the house of Dagon and set it by Dagon. ? When the 
Ashdodites arose early the next morning, behold, 


® Now the hand of the LORD was heavy on the Ashdodites, and 


And they said, “Let the ark of the God of Israel be brought around to 
Gath.” And they brought the ark of the God of Israel around. ° After they had 
brought it around, the hand of the LORD was against the city with very great 
confusion; and He smote the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors 
broke out on them. 7° So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And as the ark of God 
came to Ekron the Ekronites cried out, saying, “They have brought the ark of the 
God of Israel around to us, to kill us and our people.” They sent therefore and 
gathered all the lords of the Philistines and said, “Send away the ark of the God of 
Israel, and let it return to its own place, so that it will not kill us and our people.” For 
there was a deadly confusion throughout the city; the hand of God was very heavy 
there.?? And the men who did not die were smitten with tumors and the cry of the 
city went up to heaven.” (1 Samuel 5:1-12 NASB) 


After consulting the pagan “priests and diviners” (1 Samuel 6:2), the Philistines 
decided to rid themselves of the ark. Among the many bizarre things they did to rid 
themselves of the deadly disease and tumors that infested them was to make a 
“guilt offering” to God of golden replicas of the tumors that they were plagued with 
for taking the Ark. After another city was similarly infected, the Philistines decided 
to return the Ark to its rightful place- to God’s people: “He struck down some of the 
men of Beth-shemesh because they had looked into the ark of the Lord. He struck 
down of all the people, 50,070 men, and the people mourned because the Lord had 


struck the people with a great slaughter. 20 The men of Beth-shemesh said, “Who is 
able to stand before the Lord, this holy God? And to whom shall He go up from us?” 
21 So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The 
Philistines have brought back the ark of the Lord; come down and take it up to you.” 
(1 Samuel 6:19-21 NASB) 


Now the Ark was returned to God’s people. Just as Joshua had called for a decision 
to serve the Lord, and Him only, Samuel challenged the people to remove all the 
“foreign gods” and pagan practices among them, so that God could once again 
bless them: “Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, “ 
, remove the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among 
you and direct your hearts to the Lord and serve Him alone; 
4 So the sons of Israel removed the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth and served the Lord alone.” (1 Samuel 7:3-4 NASB) 
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God was faithful to His promise of protection and deliverance, and the Philistines 
were routed among the miraculous appearance of catastrophic thunder and 
lightning: “Now when the Philistines heard that the sons of Israel had gathered to 
Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the sons of 
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 8 Then the sons of Israel said to 
Samuel, “Do not cease to cry to the Lord our God for us, that He may save us from 
the hand of the Philistines.” 9 Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it for a 
whole burnt offering to the Lord; and Samuel cried to the Lord for Israel and the 
Lord answered him. 10 Now Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, and the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. 


routed before Israel. 11 The men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the 


Philistines, and struck them down as far as below Beth-car.” (1 Samuel 7:7-11 
NASB) 


Once again, a great deliverance, a miraculous intervention by God to save and bless 
His people was commemorated in stone. Just as Joshua had directed the leaders of 
each tribe to make a “pillar of stones” to commemorate crossing the Jordan, the 
people were given another “reminder in stone” as Samuel placed a rock between 
Mizpah and Shen and called it “Ebenezer”. The King James Version of this passage 
is dramatic: “Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and 
called the name of it Ebenezer[the Rock of Help], saying, Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” (1 Samuel 7:12 KJV) 


The Philistines were beaten back and cities were restored, and once more God was 
honored by His people: “Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen, 
and named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 13 So the 

Philistines were subdued and they did not come anymore within the border of Israel. 
And the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14 The 


. SO 


there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.” (1 Samuel 7:12-14 NASB) 


Samuel ruled over Israel as judge during the “peace” with the Amorites: “Now 
Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. #* He used to go annually on circuit 

to Bethel ana Gilgal and Mizpah, and he judged Israel! in all these places. ” Then his 
return was to Ramah, for his house wasthere, and there he judged Israel; and 

he built there an altar to the Lorp.” (1 Samuel 7:15-17 NASB) 
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Samuel had many fine qualities- warrior, judge, leader, but seemed to lack in 
childrearing skills. Just as Eli failed before Samuel to raise his sons in the ways of 
the Lord, Samuel’s sons turned away from God as well: “And it came about when 
Samuel was old that he appointed his sons judges over Israel. 2 Now the name of 
his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judging in 
Beersheba. 3 His sons, however, did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after 
dishonest gain and took bribes and perverted justice.” (1 Samuel 8:1-3 NASB). It is 
clear that God must reveal Himself to each generation individually, so it was with 
Samuel. 


The corruption and ungodliness of Samuel’s sons was obvious, and the tribal leaders 
approached Samuel to appoint a king over Israel, so that God’s people could be 
“like all the (other) nations”. What God’s people did not understand was that God 
Himself wished to be their King., and their differences from “other nations’ was a 
virtue and a positive distinguishing reality- God wanted to demonstrate to the 
nations just what a godly nation looked , like, functioned and related to other 
nations. This was His wish for a great witness to the nations, and a fulfilment of 
Israel’s “real charter”- to be “a light and a blessing to the nations”! As God told the 
prophet Isaiah: “He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To 
raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; | will also 


make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth." (Isaiah 49:6 NASB; quoted in Acts 13:47) 


Samuel warned the people of the possible problems and issues that could arise from 
an earthly king: “So Samuel spoke all the words of the LorD to the people who had 
asked of him a king. 7" He said, “This will be the procedure of the king who will reign 
over you: he will take your sons and place them for himself in his chariots and 
among his horsemen and they will run before his chariots. 7? He will appoint for 
himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do his plowing and to 
reap his harvest and to make his weapons of war and equipment for his 

chariots. 73 He will also take your daughters for perfumers and cooks and 

bakers. 74 He will take the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive 
groves and give them to his servants. 7? He will take a tenth of your seed and of 
your vineyards and give to his officers and to his servants. 7° He will also take your 
male servants and your female servants and your best young men and your 
donkeys and use them for his work. 7” He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you 
yourselves will become his servants. 78 Then you will cry out in that day because of 
your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LorD will not answer you in 
that day.” 

79 Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, 
“No, but there shall be a king over us, 7° that we also may be like all the nations, 
that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 77 Now after 
Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in 

the LorpD’s hearing. 7? The LorD said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and appoint 
them a king.” So Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.” (1 
Samuel 8:10-22 NASB) 
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God then directed Samuel to appoint Saul, a tall, handsome Benjaminite as king 
over Israel. Saul was reluctant to accept this anointing, as many are when faced 
with a new and enormous responsibility. We may remember the hesitancy of 
Moses, who argued with God over his lack of speaking abilities, and (perhaps) 
because of Moses’ own history as a murderer! The simple fact s that God can, and 
does choose “unworthy” and reluctant persons to accomplish His ends on the earth. 
From the small tribe of Benjamin came the first earthly king of Israel. The Bible tells 
it this way: “Now a day before Saul’s coming, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel 
saying, 16 “About this time tomorrow | will send you a man from the land of 
Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over My people Israel; and he will 
deliver My people from the hand of the Philistines. For | have regarded My people, 
because their cry has come to Me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, 
“Behold, the man of whom | spoke to you! This one shall rule over My people.” 18 
Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, “Please tell me where the seer’s 
house is.” 19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “| am the seer. Go up before me to 
the high place, for you shall eat with me today; and in the morning | will let you go, 
and will tell you all that is on your mind. 20 As for your donkeys which were lost 
three days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. And for 
whom Is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all your father’s 
household?” 21 Saul replied, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of 
Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then 
do you speak to me in this way?” 


22 Then Samuel took Saul and his servant and brought them into the hall and gave 
them a place at the head of those who were invited, who were about thirty men. 23 
Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion that | gave you, concerning which | said 
to you, ‘Set it aside.’” 24 Then the cook took up the leg with what was on it and set 
it before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here is what has been reserved! Set it before you 
and eat, because it has been kept for you until the appointed time, since | said | 
have invited the people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 


25 When they came down from the high place into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul 
on the roof. 26 And they arose early; and at daybreak Samuel called to Saul on the 
roof, saying, “Get up, that |! may send you away.” So Saul arose, and both he and 
Samuel went out into the street. 27 As they were going down to the edge of the 
city, Samuel said to Saul, “Say to the servant that he might go ahead of us and pass 
on, but you remain standing now, that | may proclaim the word of God to you.” (1 
Samuel 9:15-27 NASB) 


Samuel, following God’s leading, anointed Saul king and predicted that Saul would 
soon join a group of prophets and begin prophesying. This is perhaps the clearest 
indication in Scripture that Saul was filled with God’s Spirit, and was given the 
opportunity to be a righteous servant/leader to his people. AS we will see later, 
Saul was afflicted by mental illness, and often was unable to function as a person, 
much less as a leader! Did God select the “wrong person” in Saul? Was Saul merely 
a “placeholder” for the coming anointing and leadership of David? This important 
question is discussed in several key references 


(https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/king-saul/; 
https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Saul.html) 


The anointing is described this way: “Then Samuel took the flask of oil, poured it on 
his head, kissed him and said, “Has not the Lord anointed you a ruler over His 
inheritance? 2 When you go from me today, then you will find two men close to 
Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, ‘The 
donkeys which you went to look for have been found. Now behold, your father has 
ceased to be concerned about the donkeys and Is anxious for you, saying, “What 
shall | do about my son?”’ 3 Then you will go on further from there, and you will 
come as far as the oak of Tabor, and there three men going up to God at Bethel will 
meet you, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, 
and another carrying a jug of wine; 4 and they will greet you and give you two 
loaves of bread, which you will accept from their hand. 5 Afterward you will come to 
the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is; and it shall be as soon as you have 
come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down from 
the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and a lyre before them, and they will be 
prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you mightily, and you 
shall prophesy with them and be changed into another man. 7 It shall be when 
these signs come to you, do for yourself what the occasion requires, for God is with 
you. 8 And you shall go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, | will come down to 
you to offer burnt offerings and sacrifice peace offerings. You shall wait seven days 
until | come to you and show you what you should do.” (1 Samuel 10:1-8 NASB) 


The life and kingship of Saul may well be a cautionary tale about the pervasive 
nature of sin in one’s life. Many of us start our walk with the Lord full of energy and 
excitement, expecting and joyfully receiving each gift and blessing from our loving 
Father. The we allow our own thoughts, ambitions, and fears take control of us, as 
we become more “independent” and less available to the God who would make us 
joyfully dependent on Him alone. Saul’s mental illness was certainly not a “sin”, but 
he hade many opportunities to believe, trust and follow God that were missed or 
ignored. 


Saul certainly started out well- the Scripture tells us that God changes his heart 
(verse 9): “Then it happened when he turned his back to leave Samuel, God 

; and all those signs came about on that day. 10 When they came 
to the hill there, behold, a group of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came 
upon him mightily, so that he prophesied among them. 11 It came about, when all 
who knew him previously saw that he prophesied now with the prophets, that the 
people said to one another, “What has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also 
among the prophets?” 12 A man there said, “Now, who is their father?” Therefore it 
became a proverb: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 13 When he had finished 
prophesying, he came to the high place. “(1 Samuel 10:9-13 NASB) 


So Saul may have, at least for a time, been prophet and king, but he was clearly not 
a priest. When he assumed the role of priest later (out of impatience in waiting for 
Samuel) Saul exposed a fatal flaw of arrogance and pride, which caused God to 
remove His favor from Saul! 


In another Biblical story of Saul’s calling to be king, Samuel gathers the people at 
Mizpah, and selects Sauls’ tribe of Benjamin “by lot” When Saul himself is selected 
king from the tribe of Benjamin, he seems reluctant to assume this role in leading 
his people. Nevertheless, they proclaim Saul king: “Thereafter Samuel called the 
people together to the Lord at Mizpah; 18 and he said to the sons of Israel, “Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘| brought Israel up from Egypt, and | delivered you 
from the hand of the Egyptians and from the power of all the kingdoms that were 
oppressing you.’ 19 But you have today rejected your God, who delivers you from 
all your calamities and your distresses; yet you have said, ‘No, but set a king over 
us!’ Now therefore, present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your 
clans.” 


20 Thus Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel nea 
. 21 Then he brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its families, and the 
Matrite family was taken. 


baggage.” 23 So they ran and took him from there, and when he stood among the 
people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24 Samuel 
said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? Surely there is 
no one like him among all the people.” So all the people shouted and said, “Long 
live the king!” (1 Samuel 10:17-24 NASB) 


At first, Saul was tremendously successful in leading his people militarily. When the 
Ammonite king Nahash threatened the people, Saul became filled with the “Spirit of 
God” (verse 6) and led his people to great victory over the Ammonite king: 

“Now Nahash the Ammonite came up and besieged Jabesh-gilead; and all the men 
of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a covenant with us and we will serve you.” ? But 
Nahash the Ammonite said to them, “I will make it with you on this condition, that | 
will gouge out the right eye of every one of you, thus | will make it a reproach on all 
Israel.” ? The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Let us alone for seven days, that we may 
send messengers throughout the territory of Israel. Then, if there is no one to 
deliver us, we will come out to you.” * Then the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul 
and spoke these words in the hearing of the people, and all the people lifted up 
their voices and wept. 

> Now behold, Saul was coming from the field behind the oxen, and he said, “What 
is the matter with the people that they weep?” So they related to him the words of 
the men of Jabesh. ® Then 


to his oxen.” Then the dread of the Lorp fell on the people, and they came out as 
one man. ® He numbered them in Bezek; and the sons of Israel were 300,000, and 
the men of Judah 30,000.° They said to the messengers who had come, “Thus you 
shall say to the men of Jabesh-gilead, ‘Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you will 
have deliverance.’” So the messengers went and told the men of Jabesh; and they 
were glad. 7° Then the men of Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will come out to you, and 
you may do to us whatever seems good to you.”"4 The next morning Saul put the 
people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the camp at the 
morning watch and 


(1 Samuel 


11:1-11 NASB) 


Nahash the Ammonite (https://gracewalk.wordpress.com/2010/07/09/1-samuel-11/) 


There was great rejoicing, and the people, led by Samuel, made a peace offering to 
the Lord: ” 


Samuel 11:14-15 NASB) 
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Samuel gives an emotional farewell to his people. Samuel reminds the people that 
he has served “from his youth” (verse 2) and has ruled fairly and not taken his role 
as leader and judge as an opportunity to enrich himself. He tells the people: 
“Samuel said to all Israel, “I have listened to everything you said to me and have 
set a king over you. 2 Now you have a king as your leader. As for me, | am old and 
gray, and my sons are here with you. | have been your leader from my youth until 
this day. 3 Here | stand. Testify against me in the presence of the Lord and his 
anointed. Whose ox have | taken? Whose donkey have | taken? Whom have | 
cheated? Whom have | oppressed? From whose hand have | accepted a bribe to 
make me shut my eyes? If | have done any of these things, | will make it right.” (1 
Samuel 12:1-3 NASB) 


Perhaps Samuel knows in his heart that his sons have failed God, or that his people 
are ever prone to wander from God’s protection and care, but he takes this 
opportunity to remind them of the history of God’s protection and provision, and to 
warn them of the consequences of disobedience and forgetting the Lord: “Then 


Samuel said to the people, “It is the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron and 

brought your ancestors up out of Egypt. 7 Now then, stand here, because | am 

going to confront you with evidence before the Lord as to all the righteous acts 
performed by the Lord for you and your ancestors. 


8 “After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the Lord for help, and the Lord sent 
Moses and Aaron, who brought your ancestors out of Egypt and settled them in this 
place. 


9 “But they forgot the Lord their God; so he sold them into the hand of Sisera, the 
commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hands of the Philistines and the king 
of Moab, who fought against them. 10 They cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have 
sinned; we have forsaken the Lord and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But 
now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.’ 11 Then the 
Lord sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered you from the 
hands of your enemies all around you, so that you lived in safety. 


12 “But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, 
you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us’—even though the Lord your 
God was your king. 13 Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked 
for; see, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve and 
obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king who 
reigns over you follow the Lord your God—good! 15 But if you do not obey the Lord, 
and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was 
against your ancestors. 


16 “Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about to do before your 
eyes! 17 Is it not wheat harvest now? | will call on the Lord to send thunder and 
rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you 
asked for a king.” 


18 Then Samuel called on the Lord, and that same day the Lord sent thunder and 
rain, So all the people stood in awe of the Lord and of Samuel.” (1 Samuel 12:6-18 
NASB) 


As if to put a punctuation mark on what Samuel is saying, God sends thunder and 

rain on Samuel’s call. The experience must have been somewhat like the disciples, 
when seeing Jesus calm the sea asked: “The men were amazed and asked, "What 
kind of man ts this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!" (Matthew 8:27 NIV) 


Joshua comforted them, and yet must have wondered what his people would now do 
since they had insisted on an earthly king: “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You 
have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with 
all your heart. 21 Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, 
nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. 22 For the sake of his great 
name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you 
his own. 23 As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the Lord by failing 


to pray for you. And | will teach you the way that is good and right. nba great 


king will perish.” (1 Samuel 12:20-25 NASB). This is a moment when the people 
must choose “whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:14-15) 


Tragically, Samuel did not have to wait long before his worst fears about Saul and 
God’s people were realized. When leading the people into battle against the 
Philistines, Saul-in desperation- offered a sacrifice to God. This seemingly minor 
“infraction of the rules” was a very serious one. Saul was assuming the duties of 
priest, instead of waiting for Samuel to arrive. From this moment on God rejected 
Saul and sought another leader for the people of Israel. Saul’s kingship was 
doomed almost from the beginning. The Bible tells us: “Sau/ was thirty years old 
when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty- two years. 


2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at 
Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at 
Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes. 


3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about 
it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews 
hear!” 4 So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and 
now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people were 
summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. 


5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six 
thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They 
went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the Israelites saw that 
their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves 
and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even 
crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. 


Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He 
waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and 
Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the 
fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 10 Just as he finished 
making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 


11 “What have you done?” asked Samuel. 


Saul replied, “When | saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come 
at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, 12 | thought, 

‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and | have not sought the 
Lord’s favor.’ So | felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 


the Lord your God gave you I'yOU had, he would have established your Kingdom 


(1 Samuel 13:1-14 NASB) 


Saul Makes an Offering 


The Israelites were not only led by a man who God had abandoned, but were at a 
tactical disadvantage as well. The Philistines had forbidden God’s people “iron 
weapons” and charged high prices for the agricultural items they did have to be 
sharpened. They were effectively leaderless and weaponless: 

“Saul and his son Jonathan and the men with them were staying in Gibeah in 
Benjamin, while the Philistines camped at Mikmash. 17 Raiding parties went out 
from the Philistine camp in three detachments. One turned toward Ophrah in the 
vicinity of Shual, 18 another toward Beth Horon, and the third toward the 
borderland overlooking the Valley of Zeboyim facing the wilderness. 


19 

20 So all 
Israel went down to the Philistines to have their plow points, mattocks, axes and 
sickles sharpened. 21 The price was two-thirds of a shekel for sharpening plow 
points and mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening forks and axes and for 
repointing goads. 


22 


So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a sword or 
spear in his hand; only Saul and his son Jonathan had them.” (1 Samuel 13:16-22 
NASB) 


Sauls’ son Jonathan, who became fast friend with David, was as good and full of 
God's favor as Saul was troubled and out of God’s protection. We see him first in 
the Biblical narrative here as he leads men into conflict against the Philistines: “One 
day Jonathan son of Saul said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the 
Philistine outpost on the other side.” But he did not tell his father. 


2 Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree in Migron. 
With him were about six hundred men, 3 among whom was Ahijah, who was 
wearing an ephod. He was a son of Ichabod’s brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the 
son of Eli, the Lord’s priest in Shiloh. No one was aware that Jonathan had left. 


4 On each side of the pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine 
outpost was a Cliff; one was called Bozez and the other Seneh. 5 One cliff stood to 
the north toward Mikmash, the other to the south toward Geba. 


6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of 
those uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can 
hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few.” 


7 “Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; | am with you 
heart and soul.” 


8 Jonathan said, “Come on, then; we will cross over toward them and let them see 
us. 9 If they say to us, ‘Wait there until we come to you,’ we will stay where we are 
and not go up to them. 10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ we will climb up, 
because that will be our sign that the Lord has given them into our hands.” 


11 So both of them showed themselves to the Philistine outpost. “Look!” said the 
Philistines. “The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were hiding in.” 12 The 
men of the outpost shouted to Jonathan and his armor-bearer, “Come up to us and 
we'll teach you a lesson.” 


So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Climb up after me; the Lord has given them 
into the hand of Israel.” 


12 


twenty men in an area of about half an acre.” (1 Samuel 14:1-14 NASB) 


Jonathan was both an inspirational and courageous leader. He inspired loyalty and 
courage in those that followed him, as illustrated by this passage of Scripture. 
Partly because of his courageous “guerrilla warfare” attack, the Philistines were 
routed. Apparently, the Philistines feared one as courageous and skilled in battle as 
Jonathan: “Then panic struck the whole army—those in the camp and field, and 
those in the outposts and raiding parties—and the ground shook. 


16 Saul’s lookouts at Gibeah in Benjamin saw the army melting away in all 
directions. 17 Then Saul said to the men who were with him, “Muster the forces and 
see who has left us.” When they did, it was Jonathan and his armor-bearer who were 
not there. 


18 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God.” (At that time it was with the 
Israelites.) 19 While Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the Philistine camp 
increased more and more. So Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” 


20 Then Saul and all his men assembled and went to the battle. They found the 
Philistines in total confusion, striking each other with their swords. 21 Those 
Hebrews who had previously been with the Philistines and had gone up with them to 
their camp went over to the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22 When all 
the Israelites who had hidden in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the 
Philistines were on the run, they joined the battle in hot pursuit. 23 So on that day 
the Lord saved Israel, and the battle moved on beyond Beth Aven.” (1 Samuel 
14:15-23 NASB) 


God did not forget His people, despite Saul’s foolish disobedience. Perhaps out of a 
desire to honor Jonathan, who was blameless for his father Saul’s sins, God sent a 
“panic” among the Philistines (verse 15) and the Philistines were routed. 
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Saul’s arrogance and egotism would cost him his kingdom, and almost cost him his 
son Jonathan. Since the “king was always right” (how did Saul fall into that trap so 
quickly?), Saul forbade anyone in his army to eat until the Philistines had been 
thoroughly beaten. Saul saw this as a personal fight with the Philistines, and was 
blinded by his own ego. Jonathan defied Saul’s orders and ate honey, and nearly 
paid the price of disobedience with his life until Saul’s men “overruled” this foolish 
order and spared Jonathan. “Now the Israelites were in distress that day, because 
Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, “Cursed be anyone who eats food 
before evening comes, before | have avenged myself on my enemies!” So none of 
the troops tasted food. 


25 The entire army entered the woods, and there was honey on the ground. 26 
When they went into the woods, they saw the honey oozing out; yet no one put his 
hand to his mouth, because they feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan had not heard 
that his father had bound the people with the oath, so he reached out the end of the 
staff that was in his hand and dipped it into the honeycomb. He raised his hand to 
his mouth, and his eyes brightened. 28 Then one of the soldiers told him, “Your 
father bound the army under a strict oath, saying, ‘Cursed be anyone who eats food 
today!’ That is why the men are faint.” 


29 Jonathan said, “My father has made trouble for the country. See how my eyes 
brightened when | tasted a little of this honey. 30 How much better it would have 
been if the men had eaten today some of the plunder they took from their enemies. 
Would not the slaughter of the Philistines have been even greater?” (1 Samuel 
14:24-30 NASB) 


Jonathan was not the only one who disobeyed the order to fast, as the exhausted 
army slaughtered and ate animals with the blood still in them, breaking God’s 
commands about diet. To “paper over” this sin, Saul ordered a large stone be rolled 
into place and made an altar of sacrifice so that these slaughtered animals could be 
sacrificed per God’s commandments and instructions. The “guilty” had to be sorted 
out, and by using the “Urim and Thummim” Jonathan was selected for punishment. 
Fortunately for Saul and for Jonathan, Saul’s men “recued” Jonathan. 


It is interesting to note that the Scriptures state that this “makeshift” altar was the 
first one Saul had made (verse 35) “Then Saul built an altar to the Lord; it was the 
first time he had done this.” 


Saul urged the army to pursue the Philistines “at night”, and the Biblical record 
states that Saul had great military success against the enemies of Israel. Despite 
Saul’s flaws, he was given success by the Lord and ruled a number of years until he 
was replaced by David. “Then Saul stopped pursuing the Philistines, and they 
withdrew to their own land. 


47 After Saul had assumed rule over Israel, he fought against their enemies on 
every side: Moab, the Ammonites, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines. 
Wherever he turned, he inflicted punishment on them. 48 He fought valiantly and 
defeated the Amalekites, delivering Israel from the hands of those who had 
plundered them.” (1 Samuel 14:46-48 NASB) 


The Scripture then gives us a picture of Saul’s family, notably his son Jonathan and 
younger daughter Michal, who would later marry David: “Saul’s sons were Jonathan, 
Ishvi and Malki-Shua. The name of his older daughter was Merab, and that of the 
younger was Michal. 50 His wife’s name was Ahinoam daughter of Ahimaaz. The 
name of the commander of Saul’s army was Abner son of Ner, and Ner was Saul’s 
uncle, 51 Saul’s father Kish and Abner’s father Ner were sons of Abiel. 


52 All the days of Saul there was bitter war with the Philistines, and whenever Saul 
saw a mighty or brave man, he took him into his service.” (1 Samuel 14:49-52 
NASB) 


Samuel then tells Saul that God has rejected him. He has been disobedient to God’s 
orders and commands, not only in seeking to “replace” the priestly duties and 
conduct a sacrifice (1 Samuel 13:8-11) but also in his egotistical and arrogant 
leadership of Israel. It was always “all about Saul” rather than God Himself, and the 
time had come for God’s prophet to pronounce judgment and rejection to Saul. This 
was the last time Saul was to see Samuel, and Saul missed the presence of God’s 
appointed prophet. The story is told this way: “Samuel said to Saul, “| am the one 
the Lord sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message 
from the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites 
for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 
Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do not 
spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, 
camels and donkeys.’” 


4 So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two hundred 
thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand from Judah. 5 Saul went to the city of 
Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 6 Then he said to the Kenites, “Go away, 
leave the Amalekites so that | do not destroy you along with them; for you showed 
kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites 
moved away from the Amalekites. 


7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the 
eastern border of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his 
people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag 
and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was 
good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was 
despised and weak they totally destroyed. 


10 Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11 “/ regret that | have made Saul 
king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my 
instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that night. 


12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, 
“Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and 
has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.” 


E: 
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“Tell me,” Saul replied. 


17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not 
become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. 18 
And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked 
people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until you have wiped them out.’ 19 
Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in 
the eyes of the Lord?” 


20 “But | did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord assigned 


”(1 Samuel 15:1-21 


NASB) 


Notice that Saul argues with Samuel about obedience, and contends that he “did 
obey the Lord” (verse 20). How many times have | argues with God instead of 
simply following His clear direction? | would rather decide for myself the way | 
would go, and offer God one of my “excellent excuses” for disobedience than simply 
follow and be blessed. 


Samuel tells Saul that obedience is better than sacrifice, and that obedience allows 
for blessing. Since Saul has repeatedly been disobedient, or has obeyed only in 
part, then God as a result removed His blessing from Saul: 

“But Samuel replied: 


“Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
as much as in obeying the Lord? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, 

__and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 
and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 


Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
he has rejected you as king.”(1 Samuel 15:22-23 NASB) 


Later in history God speaks through His prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 1:11) “What to me is 
the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; | have had enough of burnt 
offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; 

.” (ESV) (See additional cross references at 
(https://www.openbible.info/labs/cross-references/search?q=1+Samuel+15%3A22), 
especially Jesus’ words in Matthew 9:13 “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 


In a very touching scene, Saul grabs for Samuel’s robe, but only is able to tear it. 
Samuel uses this as a “teaching moment” to describe to Saul what God has done: 
“As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 
Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and 
has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you. 29 He who is the 
Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a human being, that he 
should change his mind.” 


30 Saul replied, “| have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people 
and before Israel; come back with me, so that |! may worship the Lord your God.” 31 
So Samuel went back with Saul, and Saul worshiped the Lord. 

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites.” 


Agag came to him in chains. And he thought, “Surely the bitterness of death is 
past.” 


33 But Samuel said, 


“As your sword has made women childless, 
so will your mother be childless among women.” 


And Samuel put Agag to death before the Lord at Gilgal. 
34 Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 


Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned 
for him. 


Actions have consequences. Now that God has “regretted” His choice of Saul (or 
perhaps regretted that He “gave in” to the demands of the people for a king), 
another would be anointed as king. The one chosen by God- David- was to be the 
beginning of a line of descent culminating in Jesus- the “forever” King! The story of 
Samuel’s choosing among the sons of Jesse has been the subject of many sermons 
and lessons- God looks not on the “outside” but on the heart of His children! Abd 
David is selected and anointed, and the Spirit of God is upon him: “The Lord said to 
Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since | have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; |am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem. | have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 


2 But Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 


The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘1 have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what to do. You are to 
anoint for me the one | indicate.” 


4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 


5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate 
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 


6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
stands here before the Lord.” 


7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for | 


8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 
Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 
So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 


“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 


12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had 
a fine appearance and handsome features. 


Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 


and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel 
then went to Ramah.” (1 Samuel 16:1-13 NASB) 


Now David must serve an “apprenticeship” with Saul. As Saul declines, is plunged 
into mental illness, and pursues the very rival God has appointed to replace him, 
David learns patience. David probably was well equipped to be patient and guard 
the “helpless” as he tended sheep and guarded his small flock from predators. 
David is to be put through a crucible of testing and learning, which result in God 
changing David's character from its starting point until h is molded by God into a 
man “after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22) The Scripture tells us of 
David’s service to Saul, calming Saul with music from a lyre: “Now the Spirit of the 
Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him. 15 
Saul’s attendants said to him, “See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let 
our lord command his servants here to search for someone who can play the lyre. 
He will play when the evil spirit from God comes on you, and you will feel better.” 


17 So Saul said to his attendants, “Find someone who plays well and bring him to 
me.” 

18 One of the servants answered, “| have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who 
knows how to play the lyre. He is a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is 
a fine-looking man. And the Lord is with him.” 


19 Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, who is 
with the sheep.” 20 So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and a 
young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul. 


21 David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and David 
became one of his armor-bearers. 22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, “Allow 
David to remain in my service, for | am pleased with him.” 


23 Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre and 
play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would 
leave him.” (1 Samuel 16:14-23 NASB) 


David Playing the Harp Before Saul 
(https://katwildale.wordpress.com/2013/01/09/psalm-5-prayer-for-guidance/) 
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Now David’s courage and resourcefulness are tested in battle, confronting the giant 
Goliath- the champion of the Philistines. The Scripture sets the scene for us: “Now 


David was the son of the Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, whose name was Jesse, 
and he had eight sons. And Jesse was old in the days of Saul, advanced in years 
among men. 13 The three older sons of Jesse had gone after Saul to the battle. And 
the names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and the 
second to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. Now 
the three oldest followed Saul, 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to tend 
his father’s flock at Bethlehem. 16 The Philistine came forward morning and 
evening for forty days and took his stand. 


17 Then Jesse said to David his son, 


19 For Saul and they and all 


the men of Israel are in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.” (1 Samuel 
17:12-17 NASB). 


Saul’s army and the Philistines are camped in battle lines across from each other, 
and the battle is to be decided by a contest of champions. Goliath, the fearsome 
and battle trained giant, is the champion of the Philistines who challenges and 
insults the army of Saul. When David arrives to bring food to his three older 
brothers, he decides to take up the challenge. Notice his words to Goliath and to 
the army of Israel: “Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, 
saying, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the 
reproach from Israel? 


27 The people answered him in accord with this word, 
saying, “Thus it will be done for the man who kills him.” 


28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger 
burned against David and he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom 
have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? | know your insolence and the 
wickedness of your heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle.” 29 
But David said, “What have | done now? Was it not just a question?” 30 Then he 
turned away from him to another and said the same thing; and the people 
answered the same thing as before.” (1 Samuel 17:26-30 NASB) 


Neither David’s older brothers nor Saul thought David was equipped to battle this 
giant Philistine. David rejects Saul’s offer of armor and a sword, and instead takes 
his sling and a few smooth stones. David has had experience in warding off 
predators from his sheep using this weapon, but his real armament is the power and 
honor of the living God. Unbelievably, he kills the giant with a stone slung to the 
giant’s forehead, and has victory over Goliath! The story reads like this: “He 
(David) took his stick in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones from the 
brook, and put them in the shepherd’s bag which he had, even in his pouch, and his 
sling was in his hand; and he approached the Philistine. 


41 Then the Philistine came on and approached David, with the shield-bearer in 
front of him. 42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him; for he 
was but a youth, and ruddy, with a handsome appearance. 43 The Philistine said to 
David, “Am 1a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. 44 The Philistine also said to David, “Come to me, and | will give 


your flesh to the birds of the sky and the beasts of the field.” 45 Then David said to 
the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but | come to 
you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have taunted. 46 


48 Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came and drew near to meet 
David, that David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 And 
David put his hand into his bag and took from it a stone and slung it, and struck the 
Philistine on his forehead. And the stone sank into his forehead, so that he fell on 
his face to the ground. 


50 Thus David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and he struck 
the Philistine and killed him; but there was no sword in David’s hand. 51 Then David 
ran and stood over the Philistine and took his sword and drew it out of its sheath 
and killed him, and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they fled.” (1 Samuel 17:40-51 NASB) 


The part of the story that was always left out when told to me in my early years was 
the part where David cuts off Goliath’s head... guess that’s a little too graphic for 
young children! 


For the moment, Saul is thrilled with the courage and deep commitment of this 
young man, that is, until David’s fame starts exceeding that of Saul. The, as we will 
see, Saul resents this new young champion of the people. Saul inquires as to who 
this brave young man is: “Now when Saul saw David going out against the 
Philistine, he said to Abner the commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is this 
young man?” And Abner said, “By your life, O king, | do not know.” 56 The king said, 
“You inquire whose son the youth Is.” 57 So when David returned from killing the 
Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the Philistine’s head in 
his hand. 58 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?” And David 
answered, “| am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.” (1 Samuel 17:55- 
18 NASB) 


The fast and enduring friendship of Jonathan, Saul’s son, and David are a wonderful 
example of the fraternal love that honors God. The Bible describes this as a deep 
friendship: “Now it came about when he had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul 
of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself. 2 Saul 
took him that day and did not let him return to his father’s house. 3 Then Jonathan 
made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, including 
his sword and his bow and his belt. 5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, 
and prospered; and Saul set him over the men of war. And it was pleasing in the 
sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.” (1 Samuel 18:1-5 
NASB) 


The commentary in Enduring Word is very helpful here 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-samuel-18/). One section of the 
commentary that is worth looking at in detail is the description of the love between 
David and Jonathan: “Some people read a homosexual relationship into the love 
between David and Jonathan. They suppose that two men cannot love each other 
without it being something the Bible clearly says is immoral. But the relationship 
between David and Jonathan shows the Bible doesn’t condemn real love between 
men, only a sexual relationship between men.” 


This description of love between two men that is honored by God is especially 
appropriate and relevant to the United Methodist Church’s recent conference which 
struggled to deal with these and related issues. Love is certainly not forbidden by 
God, it is the sexual aspects of same sex love which are condemned by the 
Scriptures. 


Saul’s jealousy and suspicion of David are quick in becoming a reality, for as Saul 
and David return from the triumph over the pagan Philistines, David’s acclamation 
is greater than that given to Saul. Saul began to fear, envy, and distrust David from 
that time on: “/t happened as they were coming, when David returned from killing 
the Philistine, that the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and 
dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy and with musical 
instruments. 7 The women sang as they played, and said, 


8 Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, “They 
have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands. 
Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 

(1 Samuel 18:6-9 NASB) 


Much has been made of the next verse in 1 Samuel 18, in that modern theologians 
have great difficulty in rationalizing an “evil spirit” coming from God Himself. It is 
one thing to believe that God could allow evil, to allow Saul to become mentally ill, 
but another thing altogether to attribute the evil as coming “from God”, who knows 
nor tolerates any evil! Furthermore, the Scripture repeats this phrase a number of 
times (e.g 1 Samuel 16:14), removing the possibility of a single “mistranslation” or 
a translator’s misinterpretation: “Now it came about on the next day that an evil 

, and he raved in the midst of the house, 
while David was playing the harp with his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul’s 
hand. 11 Saul hurled the spear for he thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But 
David escaped from his presence twice.” (1 Samuel 18:10-11 NASB) 


Christianity.com offers this insight into this “evil spirit”: “The evil spirit, ... — His fits 
of frenzy returned upon him. The very next day after he conceived envy at David, 
the evil spirit was to seize him again. Such is the fruit of envy and 


uncharitableness.” (https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php? 


com=wes&b=9&c=18 from Wesley’s Explanatory Notes) 


The Explanatory Notes here seem to focus more on the results of the evil spirit “fits 
of frenzy” than the source! Wesley’s Notes further indicate that the “evil spirit” was 
allowed or “permitted” (not sent) by God. 


David loved Saul’s daughter Michal, and rejected Saul’s offer to marry his elder 
daughter Merab, and had to perform an extreme act of courage to earn her hand. 
Here is another instance of a story about David that is not commonly taught to 
young children. The image of “hundreds of foreskins” is at least repulsive and 
perhaps even horrifying: “Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David. When they told 
Saul, the thing was agreeable to him. 21 Saul thought, “I will give her to him that 
she may become a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against 
him.” Therefore Saul said to David, “For a second time you may be my son-in-law 
today.” 22 Then Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David secretly, saying, 
‘Behold, the king delights in you, and all his servants love you; now therefore, 
become the king’s son-in-law.’” 23 So Saul’s servants spoke these words to David. 
But David said, “Is it trivial in your sight to become the king’s son-in-law, since |am 
a poor man and lightly esteemed?” 24 The servants of Saul reported to him 
according to these words which David spoke. 25 Saul then said, “Thus you shall say 
to David, ‘The king does not desire any dowry except a hundred foreskins of the 
Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s enemies.’” Now Saul planned to make 
David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26 When his servants told David these 
words, it pleased David to become the king’s son-in-law. Before the days had 
expired 27 David rose up and went, he and his men, and struck down two hundred 
men among the Philistines. Then David brought their foreskins, and they gave them 
in full number to the king, that he might become the king’s son-in-law. So Saul gave 
him Michal his daughter for a wife. 28 


(1 Samuel 18:20- 
29 NASB) 
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Saul, jealous, resentful and fearful of David (he must have realized that the Spirit of 
God was now on David, as the Spirit had left him) plots to kill David, and instructs 
both Jonathan and Saul’s servants to kill David. Jonathan intervenes to save David: 
“Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his servants to put David to death. But 
Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted in David. 2 So Jonathan told David saying, 
“Saul my father is seeking to put you to death. Now therefore, please be on guard in 
the morning, and stay in a secret place and hide yourself. 3 | will go out and stand 
beside my father in the field where you are, and | will speak with my father about 
you; if | find out anything, then | will tell you.” 4 Then Jonathan spoke well of David 
to Saul his father and said to him, “Do not let the king sin against his servant David, 
since he has not sinned against you, and since his deeds have been very beneficial 
to you. 5 For he took his life in his hand and struck the Philistine, and the Lord 
brought about a great deliverance for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced. Why then 
will you sin against innocent blood by putting David to death without a cause?” 6 
Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul vowed, “As the Lord lives, he shall 
not be put to death.” 7 Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these 
words. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as 
formerly.” (1 Samuel 19:1-7 NASB) 


Saul’s attacks on David now become more focused. During a “music therapy” 
session, Saul suddenly takes a spear and tries to kill David with it...and David barely 
escapes being pinned to the wall. Later Saul orders David killed, and only the 


intervention of Michal saves David as he escapes, being let down outside the walls 
of the city. Later we will see Paul escape in much the same way (Acts 9:25). The 
Scriptures tell us: “When there was war again, David went out and fought with the 
Philistines and defeated them with great slaughter, so that they fled before 

him. * Now there was an evil spirit from the Lorb on Saul as he was sitting iin his 
house with his spear in his hand, and David was playing the 

harp with his hand. 7° Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he 
slipped away out of Saul’s presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall. And 
David fled and escaped that night.” ( 1 Samuel 19:8-10) 


Saul tries again to have David killed, but Michal’s intervention (and the intervention 
of God!) save David: 

“Then Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him, in order to put him to 
death in the morning. But Michal, David's wife, told him, saying, “If you do not save 
your life tonight, tomorrow you will be put to death.” 12 So Michal let David down 
through a window, and he went out and fled and escaped. 13 Michal took the 
household idol and laid it on the bed, and put a quilt of goats’ hair at its head, and 
covered it with clothes. 14 When Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He 
Is sick.” 15 Then Saul sent messengers to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me on 
his bed, that | may put him to death.” 16 When the messengers entered, behold, 
the household idol was on the bed with the quilt of goats’ hair at its head. 17 So 
Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me like this and let my enemy go, so 
that he has escaped?” And Michal said to Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go! Why 
should I put you to death?’” (1 Samuel 19:11-17 NASB) 


Saul himself then pursues David, and in a bizarre scene, joins the “prophets” and 
begins prophesying as the Spirit of God comes over Saul. This may be the last time 
that Saul experiences the Spirit of God: 

“Now David fled and escaped and came to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that 
Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth. 19 It was told 
Saul, saying, “Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 20 Then Saul sent messengers 
to take David, but when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, with 
Samuel standing and presiding over them, the Spirit of God came upon the 
messengers of Saul; and they also prophesied. 21 When it was told Saul, he sent 
other messengers, and they also prophesied. So Saul sent messengers again the 
third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah and came 
as far as the large well that is in Secu; and he asked and said, “Where are Samuel 
and David?” And someone said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.” 23 He 
proceeded there to Naioth in Ramah; and the Spirit of God came upon him also, so 
that he went along prophesying continually until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 24 
He also stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay down 
naked all that day and all that night. Therefore they say, “ls Saul also among the 
prophets?” (1 Samuel 19:18-24 NASB) 


David is now a fugitive, and will remain so until Saul’s death in battle. Jonathan 
once again shows his devotion and love for David in arranging a “secret sign: with 
David. After Jonathan eats with his father Saul and determines Saul’s intentions 
toward David, he will arrange a sign for David, who is now in hiding from Saul. The 
“arrow signal” will let David know if he is safe or in danger. The Scripture tells us: 


“Then Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the new moon, and you will be missed 
because your seat will be empty. 19 When you have stayed for three days, you shall 
go down quickly and come to the place where you hid yourself on that eventful day, 
and you shall remain by the stone Ezel. 20 | will shoot three arrows to the side, as 
though | shot at a target. 21 And behold, | will send the lad, saying, ‘Go, find the 
arrows.’ If | specifically say to the lad, ‘Behold, the arrows are on this side of you, 
get them,’ then come; for there is safety for you and no harm, as the Lord lives. 22 
But if | say to the youth, ‘Behold, the arrows are beyond you,’ go, for the Lord has 
sent you away. 23 As for the agreement of which you and | have spoken, behold, 

the Lord is between you and me forever.” (1 Samuel 20:18-23 NASB) 
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Jonathan Warns David ( 
Joanathan and David then part in great sorrow, for they both realize that Saul is now 
intent on removing David from the earth. David of all men did the most good for 
Saul, and was rewarded with hatred, rejection and determination by Saul to kill 
him. How often we must face the scorn, shame and rejection of “the world” 
because we have chosen to follow God: 

“Jonathan said to David, “Go in safety, inasmuch as we have sworn to each other in 
the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord will be between me and you, and between 
my descendants and your descendants forever.’” Then he rose and departed, while 
Jonathan went into the city.” (1 Samuel 20:42 NASB) 


David and a small band of men are now fleeing Saul, and as any army travels and 
maneuvers, it must have food. David’s men are famished and the only source of 
bread is the “consecrated” bread prepared for the sacrifice by the priests. David 
convinces the priest Ahimelech that the men must be fed, and they are allowed to 
eat what is normally “forbidden” to them. Jesus later refers to this incident in 
teaching about the true place of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 


6:1-5). The Bible describes it this way: “Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech the 
priest; and Ahimelech came trembling to meet David and said to him, “Why are you 
alone and no one with you?” 2 David said to Ahimelech the priest, “The king has 
commissioned me with a matter and has said to me, ‘Let no one know anything 
about the matter on which |!am sending you and with which | have commissioned 
you; and | have directed the young men to a certain place.’ 3 Now therefore, what 
do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever can be found.” 4 
The priest answered David and said, “There is no ordinary bread on hand, but there 
is consecrated bread; if only the young men have kept themselves from women.” 5 
David answered the priest and said to him, “Surely women have been kept from us 
as previously when | set out and the vessels of the young men were holy, though it 
was an ordinary journey; how much more then today will their vessels be holy?” 6 
So the priest gave him consecrated bread; for there was no bread there but the 
bread of the Presence which was removed from before the Lord, in order to put hot 
bread in its place when it was taken away.” (1 Samuel 21:1-6 NASB) Please see the 


helpful reference (https://www.gotquestions.org/Sabbath-made-for-man.html). 


David realizes he needs a sword, and the only one available is the sword of Goliath 
which has been hidden away in “enemy territory”. In order to escape the 
retribution and wrath of the Philistines, David pretends to be “mentally ill”, so that 
he (apparently) poses no threat to the Philistines: “David said to Ahimelech, “Now is 
there not a spear or a sword on hand? For | brought neither my sword nor my 
weapons with me, because the king’s matter was urgent.” 9 Then the priest said, 
“The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in the valley of Elah, behold, it 
is wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod; if you would take it for yourself, take it. For 
there is no other except it here.” And David said, “There is none like it; give it to 
me.” 


10 Then David arose and fled that day from Saul, and went to Achish king of Gath. 
11 But the servants of Achish said to him, “Is this not David the king of the land? 
Did they not sing of this one as they danced, saying, 


‘Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands’?” 


12 David took these words to heart and greatly feared Achish king of Gath. 13 So he 
disguised his sanity before them, and acted insanely in their hands, and scribbled 
on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva run down into his beard. 14 Then Achish 
said to his servants, “Behold, you see the man behaving as a madman. Why do you 
bring him to me? 15 Do | lack madmen, that you have brought this one to act the 
madman in my presence? Shall this one come into my house?” (1 Samuel 21:8-15 
NASB) 
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Things were now so bad and out of control that Saul attacked the priests of God for 
“sheltering” David and refusing to turn him over to Saul. When Saul’s men refused 
to kill the priests, Doeg the Edomite (remember him from 1 Samuel 21?), took over 
the job and not only killed eighty five priests but also put the priestly city of Nob “to 
the sword”. The Scripture tells us: “Then the king sent someone to summon 


Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s household, the priests 
who were in Nob; and all of them came to the king. 12 Saul said, “Listen now, son of 
Ahitub.” And he answered, “Here | am, my lord.” 13 Saul then said to him, “Why 
have you and the son of Jesse conspired against me, in that you have given him 
bread and a sword and have inquired of God for him, so that he would rise up 
against me by lying in ambush as It is this day?” 


14 Then Ahimelech answered the king and said, “And who among all your servants 
is as faithful as David, even the king’s son-in-law, who is captain over your guard, 
and is honored in your house? 15 Did | just begin to inquire of God for him today? 
Far be it from me! Do not let the king impute anything to his servant or to any of 
the household of my father, for your servant knows nothing at all of this whole 
affair.” 16 But the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your 
father’s household!” 17 And the king said to the guards who were attending him, 
“Turn around and put the priests of the Lord to death, because their hand also is 
with David and because they knew that he was fleeing and did not reveal it to me.” 
But the servants of the king were not willing to put forth their hands to attack the 
priests of the Lord. 18 Then the king said to Doeg, “You turn around and attack the 
priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned around and attacked the priests, and he 
killed that day eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. 19 And he struck Nob the 
city of the priests with the edge of the sword, both men and women, children and 
infants; also oxen, donkeys, and sheep he struck with the edge of the sword.” (1 
Samuel 22:11-19 NASB) 


For a broader discussion of this evil character please see 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Doeg-the-Edomite.html) 


Evil is truly reaching a pinnacle, as Saul is so desperate to rid himself of David that 
he is willing to break any law, God’s or man’s, to accomplish his goal of the 
destruction of David. Only one priest, Abiathar, escaped the slaughter and went to 
David for protection: “But one son of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, 
escaped and fled after David. 21 Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests 
of the Lord. 22 Then David said to Abiathar, “| knew on that day, when Doeg the 
Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. | have brought about the death of 
every person in your father’s household. 23 Stay with me; do not be afraid, for he 
who seeks my life seeks your life, for you are safe with me.” (1 Samuel 22:20-23 
NASB) 


David, after consulting the Lord, rescues Keilah from the hands of the Philistines: 
“Then they told David, saying, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah 
and are plundering the threshing floors.” 2 So David inquired of the Lord, saying, 
“Shall | go and attack these Philistines?” And the Lord said to David, “Go and attack 
the Philistines and deliver Keilah.” 3 But David’s men said to him, “Behold, we are 
afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah against the ranks of 
the Philistines?” 4 Then David inquired of the Lord once more. And the Lord 
answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah, for | will give the Philistines into 
your hand.” 5 So David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines; 
and he led away their livestock and struck them with a great slaughter. Thus David 
delivered the inhabitants of Keilah.” (1 Samuel 23: 1-5 NASB). 


Saul believes he has David and his men trapped, since Keilah is a fortified city such 
that David would be trapped within the city gates. Although Saul once again plotted 
and moved to capture and kill David, the Lord delivered David from Saul’s hand 
once again: “Now it came about, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David 
at Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 7 When it was told Saul 
that David had come to Keilah, Saul said, “God has delivered him into my hand, for 
he shut himself in by entering a city with double gates and bars.” 8 So Saul 
summoned all the people for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his 
men. 9 Now David knew that Saul was plotting evil against him; so he said to 
Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then David said, “O Lord God of 
Israel, Your servant has heard for certain that Saul is seeking to come to Keilah to 
destroy the city on my account. 11 Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his 
hand? Will Saul come down just as Your servant has heard? O Lord God of Israel, | 
pray, tell Your servant.” And the Lord said, “He will come down.” 12 Then David 
said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And 
the Lord said, “They will surrender you.” 13 Then David and his men, about six 
hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they could go. 
When it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the pursuit. 
14 David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds, and remained in the hill 
country in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not 
deliver him into his hand.” (1 Samuel 23:6-14 NASB). God had assured David that 
the men of Keilah would “give him up” if Saul besieged the city, and David- with 
God’s sure help- escapes once again and stays in the “strongholds” in the 
wilderness! 


Jonathan again pledge his friendship and loyalty to David. It is no small thing that 
Jonathan, who was the king’s eldest and would by lineage inherit the throne from 
Saul, accepted and even seemed delighted that David would be king over Israel. 
David, the son of a shepherd, was chosen by God over Jonathan, the son of a king! 


The Ziphites tell Saul that David is hiding in their territory, and Saul almost captures 
David. David’s escape came about because (I believe) God sent a messenger to 
Saul and distracted Saul from his pursuit. The escape was so narrow, and so clearly 
from the hand of God Himself, that Davis called the rock where he had hidden the 
“Rock of Escape”: “Then Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Ils David not 
hiding with us in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hachilah, which is on the 
south of Jeshimon? 20 Now then, O king, come down according to all the desire of 
your soul to do so; and our part shall be to surrender him into the king’s hand.” 21 
Saul said, “May you be blessed of the Lord, for you have had compassion on me. 22 
Go now, make more sure, and investigate and see his place where his haunt is, and 
who has seen him there; for | am told that he is very cunning. 23 So look, and learn 
about all the hiding places where he hides himself and return to me with certainty, 
and | will go with you; and if he is in the land, | will search him out among all the 
thousands of Judah.” 


24 Then they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. Now David and his men were in 
the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah to the south of Jeshimon. 25 When Saul and 
his men went to seek him, they told David, and he came down to the rock and 
stayed in the wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard it, he pursued David in the 
wilderness of Maon. 26 Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his 


men on the other side of the mountain; and David was hurrying to get away from 
Saul, for Saul and his men were surrounding David and his men to seize them. 27 


29 David 
went up from there and stayed in the strongholds of Engedi.” (1 Samuel 23:19-29 
NASB) 


Saul returns to the hunt for David bringing three thousand men with him. David is 
so stealthy that he manages to approach Saul when he is “relieving himself” and 
cut off a corner of Saul’s robe, and then escapes. Later, when Saul is confronted by 
David and realizes that David could have easily killed him, Saul realizes that David 
is truly a righteous man- one in whom the Spirit of God rests. Saul is moved to 
tears, and pledges to spare David, but David knew the mind and heart of Saul well 
and remained in the stronghold: The Bible tells us: “Now when Saul returned from 
pursuing the Philistines, he was told, saying, “Behold, David is in the wilderness of 
Engedi.” 2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and went to 
seek David and his men in front of the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 3 He came to the 
sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to relieve himself. 
Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses of the cave. 4 The men of 
David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold; | 
am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems 
good to you.’” Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe secretly. 5 It 
came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut off 
the edge of Saul’s robe. 6 So he said to his men, “Far be it from me because of the 
Lord that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed, to stretch out my 
hand against him, since he is the Lord’s anointed.” 7 David persuaded his men with 
these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. And Saul arose, left the 
cave, and went on his way. 


8 Now afterward David arose and went out of the cave and called after Saul, saying, 
“My lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to 
the ground and prostrated himself. 9 David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the 
words of men, saying, ‘Behold, David seeks to harm you’? 10 Behold, this day your 
eyes have seen that the Lord had given you today into my hand in the cave, and 
some said to kill you, but my eye had pity on you; and | said, ‘I will not stretch out 
my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord’s anointed.’ 11 Now, my father, see! 
Indeed, see the edge of your robe in my hand! For in that | cut off the edge of your 
robe and did not kill you, know and perceive that there is no evil or rebellion in my 
hands, and | have not sinned against you, though you are lying in wait for my life to 
take it. 12 May the Lord judge between you and me, and may the Lord avenge me 
on you; but my hand shall not be against you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients 
says, ‘Out of the wicked comes forth wickedness’; but my hand shall not be against 
you. 14 After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom are you pursuing? A 
dead dog, a single flea? 15 The Lord therefore be judge and decide between you 
and me; and may He see and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.” 


16 When David had finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this your 
voice, my son David?” 


your hand. 21 So now swear to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my 
descendants after me and that you will not destroy my name from my father’s 
household.” 22 David swore to Saul. 
.” (1 Samuel 24:1-22 NASB) 

A lesser man, a man like myself, would have killed Saul. David honored God's call 
and anointing of Saul, and shows clearly later that despite Saul’s many flaws, David 
considers him the rightful king, anointed by God. Davis even feels guilty for cutting 
off a corner of Saul’s robe! 
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Samuel leaves the earth, only to be brought back by the Witch of Endor later (1 
Samuel 28). Israel is now led by a king whom God has “abandoned”, and until 
David ascends to the throne the difficulties and turmoil will continue. The era of 
judges has ended, and the rules of kings will now begin. So many nations have 
experienced this same thing- without godly leadership the people suffer! 


The Bible tells us: “Then Samuel died; 
for him, and buried him at his house in Ramah. And David arose and went down to 
the wilderness of Paran.” (1 Samuel 25:1 NASB) 


David then approaches Nabal, a wealthy man (and a Carmelite) and asks for 
provisions for his men. The messengers sent by David are respectful and polite, 
and remind Nabal that his “shearers” have been treated well by David and his 


followers. Nabal’s wife Abigail, described by the Scripture as “intelligent and 
beautiful” (1 Samuel 25:3) intervenes in what could have been warfare between 
Nabal and David. Nabal is described as “harsh and evil in his dealings” (verse 3) 
and his character leads to confrontation over a simple request: “Now there was a 
man in Maon whose business was in Carmel; and the man was very rich, and he had 
three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And it came about while he was 
shearing his sheep in Carmel 3 (now the man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s 
name was Abigail. And the woman was intelligent and beautiful in appearance, but 
the man was harsh and evil in his dealings, and he was a Calebite), 4 that David 
heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. 5 So David sent ten 
young men; and David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, visit Nabal and 
greet him in my name; 6 and thus you shall say, ‘Have a long life, peace be to you, 


and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have. 7 eee 
. Therefore let my young men find favor in 


your eyes, for we have come on a festive day. Please give whatever you find at 
hand to your servants and to your son David.’” (1 Samuel 25:2-8 NASB) 


Abigail intervenes in what could have been an explosive situation- we are told David 
and his men “girded the sword” in response to this insulting reply by Nabal (verse 
13) - and presents David provisions and humbles herself before David. The 
godliness of Abigail prevented a tragedy. How many wives have set such a godly 
example for their spouses that the husband found the Lord, or was prevented from 
foolishness or recklessness! The Bible describes the actions of this godly woman: 
“Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves of bread and two jugs of wine 
and five sheep already prepared and five measures of roasted grain and a hundred 
clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 
She said to her young men, “Go on before me; behold, | am coming after you.” But 
she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20 It came about as she was riding on her 
donkey and coming down by the hidden part of the mountain, that behold, David 
and his men were coming down toward her; so she met them. 21 Now David had 
said, “Surely in vain | have guarded all that this man has in the wilderness, so that 
nothing was missed of all that belonged to him; and he has returned me evil for 
good. 22 May God do so to the enemies of David, and more also, if by morning | 
leave as much as one male of any who belong to him.” 


23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and dismounted from her donkey, and fell 
on her face before David and bowed herself to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet 
and said, “On me alone, my lord, be the blame. And please let your maidservant 
speak to you, and listen to the words of your maidservant. 25 Please do not let my 
lord pay attention to this worthless man, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is 
his name and folly is with him; but 1 your maidservant did not see the young men of 
my lord whom you sent. 


26 “Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, since the Lord 
has restrained you from shedding blood, and from avenging yourself by your own 
hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek evil against my lord, be as 
Nabal. 27 Now let this gift which your maidservant has brought to my lord be given 
to the young men who accompany my lord. 28 Please forgive the transgression of 


your maidservant, for the Lord will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, 
because my lord is fighting the battles of the Lord, and evil will not be found in you 
all your days. 29 Should anyone rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, then the 
life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord your God; but 
the lives of your enemies He will sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 30 And 
when the Lord does for my lord according to all the good that He has spoken 
concerning you, and appoints you ruler over Israel, 31 this will not cause grief or a 
troubled heart to my lord, both by having shed blood without cause and by my lord 
having avenged himself. When the Lord deals well with my lord, then remember 
your maidservant.” (1 Samuel 25:18-31) 


God then struck down the evil Nabal, removing him from the earth. It seems 
sometimes God does just that, as the influence of an evil person is “removed by 
death” from a family, church family, or a nation. The Bible tells us: “Then Abigail 
came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a 
king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk; so she did not 
tell him anything at all until the morning light. 37 But in the morning, when the wine 
had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died within him 
so that he became as a stone. 38 About ten days later, the Lord struck Nabal and he 
died.” (1 Samuel 25:36-38 NASB) 


When David hears of Nabal’s death, David realizes that Nabal’s wickedness has 
returned to him and God has removed him. He also realizes that the lovely Abigail 
could now become his wife. She is to join Ahinoam and Michal in matrimony. Ina 
very telling verse, the Bible tells us that Michal, Saul’s daughter and David’s wife, 
had been “given” to Palti, son of Laish: “When David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has pleaded the cause of my reproach from the 
hand of Nabal and has kept back His servant from evil. The Lord has also returned 
the evildoing of Nabal on his own head.” Then David sent a proposal to Abigail, to 
take her as his wife. 40 When the servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they 
spoke to her, saying, “David has sent us to you to take you as his wife.” 41 She 
arose and bowed with her face to the ground and said, “Behold, your maidservant is 
a maid to wash the feet of my lord’s servants.” 42 Then Abigail quickly arose, and 
rode on a donkey, with her five maidens who attended her; and she followed the 
messengers of David and became his wife. 


43 David had also taken Ahinoam of Jezreel, and they both became his wives. 


44 Now Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son of Laish, 
who was from Gallim.” (1 Samuel 25:39-44) 


The subject of polygamy often arises when discussing characters in the Old 
Testament. God di not expressly forbid polygamy, but in many cases a polygamous 
family was the source of trouble and strife within a family, and in the extreme case 
of Solomon- caused the downfall of an otherwise righteous leader. Solomon’s 
multiple “political” marriages led him to worship foreign “gods” and were the 
source of his spiritual and earthly decline. The blue letter Bible commentary 
(https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide_1Sa/1Sa_25.cfm) is 
helpful here, discussing David’s marriage to Abigail: 


i. Was this inappropriate? Wasn't David already married to Saul's daughter Michal? 
(1 Samuel 18:27) The writer of 1 Samuel explains that at this time, David was not 
married to Michal, because Saul had taken her away and given her to another man 
to spite David (David will get Michal back in 2 Samuel 3:13-16). So, Abigail is not 
really David's second wife; she is his "second first wife." 


ii. "By his marriage with Abigail, it is probable he became possessed of all Nabal's 
property in Carmel and Maon." (Clarke) 


c. David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and so both of them were his wives: Though 
Abigail was David's "second marriage," with Ahinoam, David takes his second wife, 
and will add many more wives. 


i. Was this inappropriate? It wasn't directly sin, because God hadn't commanded 
against it. But it did go against God's ideal, God's plan for marriage, for oneness ina 
marriage relationship. David was a man of great passions, and as a part of that he 
had many wives. But because David never really followed God's plan and purpose 
for marriage, his family life was never blessed and peaceful. Family trouble would 
bring David some of the greatest trials of his life. 


ii. "Since Ahinoam is always mentioned before Abigail (1 Sa. 27:3; 30:5) and bore 
David's first son (2 Sa. 3:2), it is likely that David had married her already." 
(Baldwin) 


David is then pursued by Saul, and (once again) is betrayed by the Ziphites 
(remember them? 1 Samuel 23:19-23). While Saul and his general Abner are 
sleeping, David took Ahimelech and Abishai with him to “spy out” the camp, and 
found Saul sleeping. How could they have approached this close without detection? 
Were there not sentries posted to challenge intruders? The bible tells us that Saul 
and his army had fallen in a “deep sleep” and did not awaken. David takes the 
spear and water jug from Saul, but resist the urging of Abishai to kill Saul. David 
would not kill “God’s anointed”! The Bible tells us: “Then David said to Ahimelech 
the Hittite and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, saying, “Who will go 
down with me to Saul in the camp?” And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.” 7 
So David and Abishai came to the people by night, and behold, Saul lay sleeping 
inside the circle of the camp with his spear stuck in the ground at his head; and 
Abner and the people were lying around him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, “Today 
God has delivered your enemy into your hand; now therefore, please let me strike 
him with the spear to the ground with one stroke, and / will not strike him the 
second time.” 

0 David also said, 
“As the Lord lives, surely the Lord will strike him, or his day will come that he dies, 
or he will go down into battle and perish. 11 The Lord forbid that | should stretch out 
my hand against the Lord’s anointed; but now please take the spear that is at his 
head and the jug of water, and let us go.” 12 So David took the spear and the jug of 
water from beside Saul’s head, and they went away, but no one saw or knew it, nor 
did any awake, for they were all asleep, 

(1 Samuel 26:6-12 NASB) 


David Takes Saul’s Spear and Water Bottle (James Tissot) 


David cannot resist challenging Saul and Abner, so after he slips away, he calls out 
to them: 

“Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the mountain at a 
distance with a large area between them. 14 David called to the people and to 
Abner the son of Ner, saying, “Will you not answer, Abner?” Then Abner replied, 
“Who are you who calls to the king?” 15 So David said to Abner, “Are you nota 
man? And who is like you in Israel? Why then have you not guarded your lord the 
king? For one of the people came to destroy the king your lord. 16 This thing that 
you have done is not good. As the Lord lives, all of you must surely die, because you 
did not guard your lord, the Lord’s anointed. And now, see where the king’s spear is 
and the jug of water that was at his head.” 


17 Then Saul recognized David's voice and said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” 
And David said, “It is my voice, my lord the king.” 18 He also said, “Why then is my 
lord pursuing his servant? For what have | done? Or what evil is in my hand? 19 Now 
therefore, please let my lord the king listen to the words of his servant. If the Lord 
has stirred you up against me, let Him accept an offering; but if it is men, cursed 
are they before the Lord, for they have driven me out today so that | would have no 
attachment with the inheritance of the Lord, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 Now 
then, do not let my blood fall to the ground away from the presence of the Lord; for 
the king of Israel has come out to search for a single flea, just as one hunts a 
partridge in the mountains.” 


21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my son David, for | will not harm you 


ls a Ae auth) che a LE 22 David replied, “Behold the spear of the 


king! Now let one of the young men come over and take it. 23 The Lord will repay 
each man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; for the Lord delivered you into 
my hand today, but | refused to stretch out my hand against the Lord’s anointed. 24 
Now behold, as your life was highly valued in my sight this day, so may my life be 
highly valued in the sight of the Lord, and may He deliver me from all distress.” 25 
Then Saul said to David, “Blessed are you, my son David; you will both accomplish 
much and surely prevail.” So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his 
place.” (1 Samuel 26:13-25 NASB). 


Notice that Saul pledges not to harm David because his “life was precious in your 
sight” (verse 21). His promise is worthless, for Saul continued to harbor a spirit of 
vengeance and revenge against David until his death! 


David was unimpressed by Saul’s promises, so he decides to flee Israel and live 
among the “ungodly”. This shows both David’s despair and his wisdom a to the 
“ways of men”, and specifically, the ways of the mentally ill and unstable Saul. 
David leaves Israel: “Then David said to himself, “Now | will perish one day by the 
hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than to escape into the land of the 
Philistines. Saul then will despair of searching for me anymore in all the territory of 
Israel, and | will escape from his hand.” 2 So David arose and crossed over, he and 
the six hundred men who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3 
And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, each with his household, even 
David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, 
Nabal’s widow. 4 Now it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, so he no longer 
searched for him.” (1 Samuel 27:1-4 NASB) 


David, to convince the Philistines of his good intentions and to assure his 
(temporary) safety, attacks the enemies of the Philistines. King Achish decides that 
David has made himself an enemy of Israel, so David can be trusted: “Then David 
said to Achish, “If now | have found favor in your sight, let them give me a place in 
one of the cities in the country, that | may live there; for why should your servant 
live in the royal city with you?” 6 So Achish gave him Ziklag that day; therefore 
Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. 7 The number of days that 
David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months. 


8 Now David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites and the Girzites and 
the Amalekites; for they were the inhabitants of the land from ancient times, as you 
come to Shur even as far as the land of Egypt. 9 David attacked the land and did 
not leave a man or a woman alive, and he took away the sheep, the cattle, the 
donkeys, the camels, and the clothing. Then he returned and came to Achish. 10 
Now Achish said, “Where have you made a raid today?” And David said, “Against 
the Negev of Judah and against the Negev of the Jerahmeelites and against the 
Negev of the Kenites.” 11 David did not leave a man or a woman alive to bring to 
Gath, saying, “Otherwise they will tell about us, saying, ‘So has David done and so 
has been his practice all the time he has lived in the country of the Philistines.’” 12 
So 


(1 Samuel 27:5-12 


NASB) 
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Saul will now face his adversaries, the Philistines, for the final time. Because 
Samuel has died, and David is being pursued and has (temporarily) sided with the 
Philistines, Saul is desperate for guidance and encouragement. When Samuel dies, 
Saul passed a decree outlawing “spiritists and mediums” on penalty of death. 
However, an adverse turn of events in battle with his constant enemy causes Saul 
to be desperate enough to seek out a spiritist who can summon Samuel from the 
grave. The Scriptures tell us: “Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented 
him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul had removed from the land 
those who were mediums and spiritists. 4 So the Philistines gathered together and 
came and camped in Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel together and they 
camped in Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was afraid and 
his heart trembled greatly. 6 When Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not 
answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets. 7 Then Saul said to his 
servants, “Seek for me a woman who is a medium, that | may go to her and inquire 
of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a woman who is a medium at 
En-dor.” 


8 Then Saul disguised himself by putting on other clothes, and went, he and two 
men with him, and they came to the woman by night; and he said, “Conjure up for 
me, please, and bring up for me whom | shall name to you.” 9 But the woman said 
to him, “Behold, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off those who are 
mediums and spiritists from the land. Why are you then laying a snare for my life to 
bring about my death?” 10 Saul vowed to her by the Lord, saying, “As the Lord 
lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” 11 Then the woman said, 
“Whom shall 1 bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 12 When 
the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice; and the woman spoke to 
Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul.” 13 The king said to 
her, “Do not be afraid; but what do you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “| see a 
divine being coming up out of the earth.” 14 He said to her, “What is his form?” And 
she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped with a robe.” And Saul knew 
that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and did homage.” (1 
Samuel 28:3-14 NASB). 


Saul is truly desperate- enough to disguise himself and approach the spiritist - the 
“witch of Endor”- and seek Samuel’s counsel. His hopes for comfort and 
reassurance are dashed as Samuel repeats the judgment of God on Saul: ”’Then 
Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul 
answered, “I am greatly distressed; for the Philistines are waging war against me, 
and God has departed from me and no longer answers me, either through prophets 
or by dreams, therefore | have called you, that you may make known to me what | 
should do.” 16 Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the Lord has departed 
from you and has become your adversary? 17 


(1 Samuel 28:15- 


So God’s judgment will now be exacted- Saul (and Jonathan) will pay for Saul’s 
disobedience and sin as they will both be killed in battle, and the army of Israel 
overcome by their hated enemies. Saul is so distressed that he cannot even eat, 
but later eats when offered food by the “witch”. The Bible tells us: “Then Saul 
immediately fell full length upon the ground and was very afraid because of the 
words of Samuel; also there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day 
and all night. 21 The woman came to Saul and saw that he was terrified, and said to 
him, “Behold, your maidservant has obeyed you, and | have taken my life in my 
hand and have listened to your words which you spoke to me. 22 So now also, 
please listen to the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread 
before you that you may eat and have strength when you go on your way.” 23 But 
he refused and said, “I will not eat.” However, his servants together with the woman 
urged him, and he listened to them. So he arose from the ground and sat on the 
bed. 24 The woman had a fattened calf in the house, and she quickly slaughtered it; 
and she took flour, kneaded it and baked unleavened bread from it. 25 She brought 
it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and went away that 
night.” (1 Samuel 28:20-25 NASB) 


Achish, the Philistine king, then tells David that his “lords” distrust David, and 
although Achish has found David unworthy, he needs to leave the Philistines. They 
(correctly) discerned that David was not a trustworthy ally, even though David had 
been a great help to Achish: “Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies 
to Aphek, while the Israelites were camping by the spring which is in Jezreel. ? And 
the lords of the Philistines were proceeding on by hundreds and by thousands, 

and David and his men were proceeding on in the rear with Achish. ? Then the 
commanders of the Philistines said, “What are these Hebrews doing here?” And 
Achish said to the commanders of the Philistines, “Is this not David, the servant of 
Saul the king of Israel, who has been with me these days, or rather these years, 
and | have found no fault in him from the day he deserted to me to this day?” * But 
the commanders of the Philistines were angry with him, and the commanders of the 
Philistines said to him, “Make the man go back, that he may return to his place 
where you have assigned him, and do not let him go down to battle with us, or in 
the battle he may become an adversary to us. For with what could this man make 
himself acceptable to his lord? Would it not be with the heads of these men? ? Is this 
not David, of whom they sing in the dances, saying, 

‘Saul has slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands’?” (1 Samuel 29:1-5 NASB) 


So David departs the Philistines and travels to Jezreel. In David’s absence, the 
Amelekites had captured Ziklag, and taken David's two wives (and his children) 
hostage. David’s men, realizing their families had been captured and were 
hostages, were so angry with David that they almost stoned him. David, however, 
“strengthened himself in the Lord” and was able to convince his men to pursue to 
Philistines and recapture their families and belongings: “Then it happened when 
David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had made a 
raid on the Negev and on Ziklag, and had overthrown Ziklag and burned it with fire; 
2 and they took captive the women and all who were in it, both small and great, 
without killing anyone, and carried them off and went their way. 3 When David and 
his men came to the city, behold, it was burned with fire, and their wives and their 


sons and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who 
were with him lifted their voices and wept until there was no strength in them to 
weep. 5 Now David’s two wives had been taken captive, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess 
and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 6 Moreover David was greatly 
distressed because the people spoke of stoning him, for all the people were 
embittered, each one because of his sons and his daughters. But David 
strengthened himself in the Lord his God.” (1 Samuel 30:1-6 NASB) 


David consulted the Lord through the priest Abiathar (and through the ephod), to 
ask God’s guidance in pursuing the Amelekites. God assured David that he should 
pursue the Amelekite raiders, and 400 of the 600 men went with him on this 
pursuit. The Scriptures tell us 200 of the men were “too exhausted” to join the 
pursuit, and so they stayed behind: “Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son 
of Ahimelech, “Please bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod to 
David. 8 David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall 1 pursue this band? Shall | 
overtake them?” And He said to him, “Pursue, for you will surely overtake them, and 
you will surely rescue all.” 9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were 
with him, and came to the brook Besor, where those left behind remained. 10 But 
David pursued, he and four hundred men, for two hundred who were too exhausted 
to cross the brook Besor remained behind.” (1 Samuel 30:7-10 NASB) 


David encounters an Egyptian who has fled from the raiders, and he promises to 
lead David to the Amelekite raiders, if David will promise to spare the Egyptian’s 
life. God clearly intervened in this instance, sending David information needed for 
his success. It is certainly no accident that when we sincerely consult the Lord, He 
provides clear guidance and direction. The story reads like this: “Now they found 
an Egyptian in the field and brought him to David, and gave him bread and he ate, 
and they provided him water to drink. 12 They gave him a piece of fig cake and two 
clusters of raisins, and he ate; then his spirit revived. For he had not eaten bread or 
drunk water for three days and three nights. 13 David said to him, “To whom do you 
belong? And where are you from?” And he said, “lam a young man of Egypt, a 
servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me behind when | fell sick three days 
ago. 14 We made a raid on the Negev of the Cherethites, and on that which belongs 
to Judah, and on the Negev of Caleb, and we burned Ziklag with fire.” 15 Then David 
said to him, “Will you bring me down to this band?” And he said, “Swear to me by 
God that you will not kill me or deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will 
bring you down to this band.” 


16 When he had brought him down, behold, they were spread over all the land, 
eating and drinking and dancing because of all the great spoil that they had taken 
from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17 David slaughtered 
them from the twilight until the evening of the next day; and not a man of them 
escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. 18 So David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had taken, and rescued his two wives. 19 But 
nothing of theirs was missing, whether small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or 
anything that they had taken for themselves; David brought it all back. 20 So David 
had captured all the sheep and the cattle which the people drove ahead of the other 
livestock, and they said, “This is David’s spoil.” (1 Samuel 30:11-20 NASB) 


David then overcomes the objections of some of the “wicked and worthless” men 
who were part of the battle, and shared the “spoils” of war equally among all 600 of 
his men. Once again, David demonstrated the righteousness, fairness, and great 
leadership gifts given to him by God! 


In the tragic last chapter of 1 Samuel, Saul and his sons are slain in battle by the 
Philistines, and they are buried and mourned over by the people of Jabesh-Gilead, 
who found the bodies of Saul (now beheaded) and his sons. ”Now the Philistines 
were fighting against Israel, and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines 
and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and the 
Philistines killed Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua the sons of Saul. 3 The 
battle went heavily against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was badly 
wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword 
and pierce me through with it, otherwise these uncircumcised will come and pierce 
me through and make sport of me.” But his armor bearer would not, for he was 
greatly afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it. 5 When his armor bearer saw 
that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died with him. 6 Thus Saul died 
with his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men on that day together. 


7 When the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley, with those who 
were beyond the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his 

sons were dead, they abandoned the cities and fled; then the Philistines came and 
lived in them. 


8 It came about on the next day when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that 
they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 They cut off his head 
and stripped off his weapons, and sent them throughout the land of the Philistines, 
to carry the good news to the house of their idols and to the people. 10 They put his 
weapons in the temple of Ashtaroth, and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth- 
shan. 11 Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had 
done to Saul, 12 all the valiant men rose and walked all night, and took the body of 
Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and they came to Jabesh 
and burned them there. 13 They took their bones and buried them under the 
tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.” (1 Samuel 31:1-13 NASB) 


The prophetic words of Samuel are now fulfilled, and the path is (seemingly) clear 
for David to ascend to the throne and complete his journey that began with his 
anointing by Samuel those many years ago. 
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SAUL DIES IN BATTLE 
‘//lucashatt.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/saul-dies-in-battle-89.jpg) 


April 11, 2019 2 Samuel 1-2 


Saul and Jonathan are both dead! The news comes to David, now in Ziklag, by a 
messengers. The messenger has torn vilothes and dust on his head, traditional 
sygns of mourning the dead. David now knows that the news must be bad, but 
does not yet know the depth and breadth of the tragedy soon to be related to him. 
The tragic details then are unfolded. The king, his sons, and many others 
slaughtered by the Philistines. The messenger brings Saul’s crown, perhaps hoping 
for a reward from David for killing Saul. The antagonistic ways of Saul towards 
David must have been widely known- for this messenger expects a reward from 
David now that David’s “enemy” is dead. 


David's reaction is diametrically opposite to the one expected by the “messenger”. 
The messenger is killed instead of rewarded, as he has killed “the Lord’s anointed”: 
”“Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so also did all the men who 
were with him. 12 They mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and his 
son Jonathan and for the people of the Lord and the house of Israel, because they 
had fallen by the sword. 13 David said to the young man who told him, “Where are 
you from?” And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.” 14 Then 
David said to him, “How is it you were not afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy 
the Lord’s anointed?” 15 


anointed.’” (2 Samuel 1:1-16 NASB) 


David then mourns Saul in a beautiful poem of mourning. The Psalms, many of 
which David wrote, are a testimony to the amazing gift God gave to David. This gift 
is reflected here as well: 

Then David chanted with this lament over Saul and Jonathan his son, 18 and he told 
them to teach the sons of Judah the song of the bow; behold, it is written in the 
book of Jashar. 


19 “Your beauty, O Israel, is slain on your high places! 
How have the mighty fallen! 

20 “Tell it not in Gath, 

Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon, 

Or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice, 

The daughters of the uncircumcised will exult. 

21 “O mountains of Gilboa, 

Let not dew or rain be on you, nor fields of offerings; 

For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, 

The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil. 

22 “From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, 
The bow of Jonathan did not turn back, 

And the sword of Saul did not return empty. 

23 “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their life, 
And in their death they were not parted; 

They were swifter than eagles, 

They were stronger than lions. 

24 “O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 

Who clothed you /uxuriously in scarlet, 

Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel. 

25 “How have the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! 
Jonathan is slain on your high places. 

26 “Il am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; 

You have been very pleasant to me. 

Your love to me was more wonderful 

Than the love of women. 

27 “How have the mighty fallen, 

And the weapons of war perished!” (2 Samuel 1:17-27 NASB) 


The reference to the “book of Jashar” (verse 18) is another reference to a “lost 
book” of the Old Testament. Please see 


(https://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/apo/jasher/index.htm) and 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-samuel-1/). 


David could now assume the throne and lead the people of Israel, to fulfil God’s 
promise to him at David’s anointing by Samuel. The path to leadership of all Israel, 
however, was not a smooth one. David, perhaps wiser now, realized that it was 
God’s hand at work in the events taking place around David, and that David was to 
follow God’s lead and move deliberately and slowly, not “forcing” events to occur. 
How many times do | wish that | would heed this lesson more often! It is God’s Holy 
Spirit that is to lead, and not myself. My role is to patiently and faithfully follow! 


The elders appoint David to rule over Judah: “Then it came about afterwards that 
David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall 1 go up to one of the cities of Judah?” And 
the Lord said to him, “Go up.” So David said, “Where shall | go up?” And He said, 
“To Hebron.” 2 So David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 3 And David brought up 
his men who were with him, each with his household; and they lived in the cities of 
Hebron. 4 Then the men of Judah came and there anointed David king over the 
house of Judah.” (2 Samuel 2:1-4 NASB) 


David then thanks to people of Jabesh Gilead for their kind treatment of Saul’s body 
and their honoring him in a proper burial: “And they told David, saying, “It was the 
men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul.” 5 David sent messengers to the men of 
Jabesh-gilead, and said to them, “May you be blessed of the Lord because you have 
shown this kindness to Saul your lord, and have buried him. 6 Now may the Lord 
show lovingkindness and truth to you; and | also will show this goodness to you, 
because you have done this thing. 7 Now therefore, let your hands be strong and be 
valiant; for Saul your lord is dead, and also the house of Judah has anointed me king 
over them.” (2 Samuel 2:4-7 NASB) 


There is then a “civil war”, as the followers of David contend with rival followers of 
Ish-Bosheth, one of Saul’s sons. The commentary suggests that Abner may have 
promoted Ish-Bosheth so that Abner himself could be the “power behind the throne” 
and rule through a weak and suggestible king such as Ish-Bosheth 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-samuel-2/) David Guzik’s 
commentary “The Enduring Word” (previous reference) makes this comment:” He 
made him king: Abner made Ish-bosheth king, probably so that he could be the real 
power behind the throne of a weak king.” 


What follows is a “tangle of characters and events” as the various factions try to 
assume control over Israel. David allowed Ish-bosheth to rule over Benjamin, and 
perhaps all of Israel except Judah, where David was entrenched. The story is given 
in detail in the rest of 2 Samuel 2: “Now Abner the son of Ner, went out from 
Mahanaim to Gibeon with the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul. 13 And Joab 
the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and met them by the pool of 
Gibeon; and they sat down, one on the one side of the pool and the other on the 
other side of the pool. 14 Then Abner said to Joab, “Now let the young men arise 
and hold a contest before us.” And Joab said, “Let them arise.” 15 So they arose 
and went over by count, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and 
twelve of the servants of David. 16 Each one of them seized his opponent by the 
head and thrust his sword in his opponent’s side; so they fell down together. 
Therefore that place was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is in Gibeon. 17 That day 
the battle was very severe, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the 
servants of David. 


18 Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab and Abishai and Asahel; and 
Asahel was as swift-footed as one of the gazelles which is in the field. 19 Asahel 
pursued Abner and did not turn to the right or to the left from following Abner. 20 
Then Abner looked behind him and said, “Is that you, Asahel?” And he answered, “It 
is 1.” 21 So Abner said to him, “Turn to your right or to your left, and take hold of 
one of the young men for yourself, and take for yourself his spoil.” But Asahel was 


not willing to turn aside from following him. 22 Abner repeated again to Asahel, 
“Turn aside from following me. Why should | strike you to the ground? How then 
could | lift up my face to your brother Joab?” 23 However, he refused to turn aside; 
therefore Abner struck him in the belly with the butt end of the spear, so that the 
spear came out at his back. And he fell there and died on the spot. And it came 
about that all who came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still. 


24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner, and when the sun was going down, they 
came to the hill of Ammah, which Is in front of Giah by the way of the wilderness of 
Gibeon. 25 The sons of Benjamin gathered together behind Abner and became one 
band, and they stood on the top of a certain hill. 26 Then Abner called to Joab and 
said, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that it will be bitter in the 
end? How long will you refrain from telling the people to turn back from following 
their brothers?” 27 Joab said, “As God lives, if you had not spoken, surely then the 
people would have gone away in the morning, each from following his brother.” 28 
So Joab blew the trumpet; and all the people halted and pursued Israe! no longer, 
nor did they continue to fight anymore. 29 Abner and his men then went through 
the Arabah all that night; so they crossed the Jordan, walked all morning, and came 
to Mahanaim. 


30 Then Joab returned from following Abner; when he had gathered all the people 
together, nineteen of David’s servants besides Asahel were missing. 31 But the 
servants of David had struck down many of Benjamin and Abner’s men, so that 
three hundred and sixty men died. 32 And they took up Asahel and buried him in his 
father’s tomb which was in Bethlehem. Then Joab and his men went all night until 
the day dawned at Hebron.” (2 Samuel 2:12-32 NASB) 


Joab- David’s general, and Abner, the supporter of Ish-Bosheth, war with each other 
for control and power. At one point, twelve “champions” of each side contended 
with each other, resulting in mutual destruction of all 24 in the place which would 
afterward be called “Helkath-hazzurim, which is in Gibeon.” (The “Field of Sharp 
Swords”) (verse 16). There is a truce declared, at least for the moment (verses 26- 
28). 


April 12, 2019 2 Samuel 3-5 


Abner and Ish-bosheth have a falling out -over a woman!- and Abner decides to join 
David instead of warring against him. David’s condition for the return is that Abner 
bring with him Michal, Sauls’ daughter, who was taken away from David by Saul in 
spite. Abner agrees, and a new alliance is formed. The Bible describes it this way: 
“Then Abner sent messengers to David in his place, saying, “Whose is the land? 
Make your covenant with me, and behold, my hand shall be with you to bring all 
Israel over to you.” 13 He said, “Good! | will make a covenant with you, but | 
demand one thing of you, namely, you shall not see my face unless you first bring 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to see me.” 14 So David sent messengers 
to Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me my wife Michal, to whom | was 
betrothed for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines.” 15 Ish-bosheth sent and took 
her from her husband, from Paltiel the son of Laish. 16 But her husband went with 
her, weeping as he went, and followed her as far as Bahurim. Then Abner said to 
him, “Go, return.” So he returned. 


17 Now Abner had consultation with the elders of Israel, saying, “In times past you 
were seeking for David to be king over you. 18 Now then, do it! For the Lord has 
spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of My servant David | will save My people 
Israel from the hand of the Philistines and from the hand of all their enemies.’” 19 
Abner also spoke in the hearing of Benjamin; and in addition Abner went to speak in 
the hearing of David in Hebron all that seemed good to Israel and to the whole 
house of Benjamin.” (2 Samuel 3:12-19 NASB) 


Joab, David’s “other general” does not trust Abner and cautions David that Abner 
may bea spy: “Then Joab came to the king and said, “What have you done? Behold, 
Abner came to you; why then have you sent him away and he is already gone? 25 
You know Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive you and to learn of your 
going out and coming in and to find out all that you are doing.” (2 Samuel 3:24-25 
NASB) 


Joab then murders Abner, in revenge for Abner killing Joab’s brother Asahel in 
Gibeon: “When Joab came out from David, he sent messengers after Abner, and 
they brought him back from the well of Sirah; but David did not know it. 27 So when 
Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the middle of the gate to speak 
with him privately, and there he struck him in the belly so that he died on account 
of the blood of Asahel his brother. 28 Afterward when David heard it, he said, “| and 
my kingdom are innocent before the Lord forever of the blood of Abner the son of 
Ner. 29 May it fall on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house; and may there 
not fail from the house of Joab one who has a discharge, or who is a leper, or who 
takes hold of a distaff, or who falls by the sword, or who lacks bread.” 30 So Joab 
and Abishai his brother killed Abner because he had put their brother Asahel to 
death in the battle at Gibeon.” (2 Samuel 3:26-30 NASB) 


David then mourns Abner, and wants it widely known among he people that it was 
not his will that caused Abner’s death. One again, David writes a beautiful poem to 
memorialize his fallen general Abner, and David shows his gift for poetry and 
mastery of words: “Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with 
him, “Tear your clothes and gird on sackcloth and lament before Abner.” And King 
David walked behind the bier. 32 Thus they buried Abner in Hebron; and the king 
lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept. 33 The 
king chanted a lament for Abner and said, 


“Should Abner die as a fool dies? 
34 “Your hands were not bound, nor your feet put in fetters; 
As one falls before the wicked, you have fallen.” 


And all the people wept again over him. 35 Then all the people came to persuade 
David to eat bread while it was still day; but David vowed, saying, “May God do so 
to me, and more also, if | taste bread or anything else before the sun goes down.” 
36 Now all the people took note of it, and it pleased them, just as everything the 
king did pleased all the people. 37 So all the people and all Israel understood that 
day that it had not been the will of the king to put Abner the son of Ner to death.” (2 
Samuel 3:31-37 NASB) 


Ish-bosheth may have realized that his power and protection were now gone, as he 
heard of Abner’s death. Sure enough, two of David’s “enterprising and 
opportunistic” men decided to remove Ish-Bosheth from Davd’s “list of enemies”, 
and took it upon themselves to put an end to this “threat” to David. The Scripture 
says of Ish-Bosheth: “Now when Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, heard that Abner had died 
in Hebron, he lost courage, and all Israel was disturbed. 2 Saul’s son had two men 
who were commanders of bands: the name of the one was Baanah and the name of 
the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the sons of Benjamin (for 
Beeroth is also considered part of Benjamin, 3 and the Beerothites fled to Gittaim 
and have been aliens there until this day).” (2 Samuel 4:1-3 NASB). 


These two men murdered Ish-Bosheth in his bed, and brought Ish-Bosheth’s head to 
David expecting to be rewarded for their deeds. Just as David had the “messenger” 
killed who had slain Saul in battle, David had these two men killed, beheaded, and 
their heads displayed for all to see: “So the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab 
and Baanah, departed and came to the house of Ish-bosheth in the heat of the day 
while he was taking his midday rest. 6 They came to the middle of the house as if to 
get wheat, and they struck him in the belly; and Rechab and Baanah his brother 
escaped. 7 Now when they came into the house, as he was lying on his bed in his 
bedroom, they struck him and killed him and beheaded him. And they took his head 
and traveled by way of the Arabah all night. 8 Then they brought the head of Ish- 
bosheth to David at Hebron and said to the king, “Behold, the head of Ish-bosheth 
the son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life; thus the Lord has given my lord 
the king vengeance this day on Saul and his descendants.” 


9 David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, 
and said to them, “As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from all distress, 10 
when one told me, saying, ‘Behold, Saul is dead,’ and thought he was bringing good 
news, | seized him and killed him in Ziklag, which was the reward I gave him for his 
news. 11 How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own 
house on his bed, shall | not now require his blood from your hand and destroy you 
from the earth?” 12 Then David commanded the young men, and they killed them 
and cut off their hands and feet and hung them up beside the pool in Hebron. But 
they took the head of Ish-bosheth and buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron.” (2 
Samuel 4:5-12 NASB) 


This is definitely not “Sunday School material”! Young children might be wise to 
wait until they are more mature and experienced before reading such gore- the 
“Young Reader’s Bibles” must have a way of putting passages like this in fine print, 
or inserting a reference instead of the text...? 


Now Saul’s grandson, and Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth is the only living 
descendant of Saul left, and David shows his godliness and fairness to him later in 
this story: “Now Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son crippled in his feet. He was five 
years old when the report of Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse 
took him up and fled. And it happened that in her hurry to flee, he fell and became 
lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.” (2 Samuel 4:4 NASB) 


David, girded by the strength and wisdom of the Lord God, is then declared king 
over Israel, and became stronger and better established than before. He even is 
able to capture Zion, previously occupied by the Jebusites: “Then all the tribes of 
Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and your flesh. 
2 Previously, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and 
in. And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a 
ruler over Israel.’” 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King 
David made a covenant with them before the Lord at Hebron; then they anointed 
David king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned forty years. 5 


6 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants 
of the land, and they said to David, “You shall not come in here, but the blind and 
lame will turn you away”, thinking, “David cannot enter here.” 7 


(2 


Samuel 5:1-10 NASB) 


If this were a fictional children’s story, the author would insert at this point “and 
everyone lived happily ever after!”. This, however, is the Bible, with its stories of 
real people with real problems struggling with, and sometimes having victory over, 
the sin that entangles them! 


David was blessed by the king of Tyre, who send cedar wood for David’s beautiful 
new home in the stronghold of Jerusalem. David acquired more wives and offspring 
as the newly crowned king of Israel: “Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to 
David with cedar trees and carpenters and stonemasons; and they built a house for 
David. 12 And David realized that the Lord had established him as king over Israel, 
and that He had exalted his kingdom for the sake of His people Israel. 


13 Meanwhile David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he came 
from Hebron; and more sons and daughters were born to David. 14 Now these are 
the names of those who were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, 
Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet.” (2 
Samuel 5:11-16 NASB) 


The war with the Philistines- a seemingly endless conflict, continued as David 
successful pushed his bitter enemies out of the land. David consulted God for 
strategy and his obedience to God brought clear and obvious benefits in battle: 
“When the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the 
Philistines went up to seek out David; and when David heard of it, he went down to 
the stronghold. 18 Now the Philistines came and spread themselves out in the 
valley of Rephaim. 19 

And the Lord said to David, “Go 
up, for | will certainly give the Philistines into your hand.” 20 So David came to Baal- 
perazim and defeated them there; and he said, “The Lord has broken through my 
enemies before me like the breakthrough of waters.” Therefore he named that 
place Baal-perazim. (the “master of breakthrough”) 21 They abandoned their idols 
there, so David and his men carried them away. 


22 Now the Philistines came up once again and spread themselves out in the valley 
of Rephaim. 23 When David inquired of the Lord, He said, “You shall not go directly 
up; circle around behind them and come at them in front of the balsam trees. 24 It 

shall be, when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then 
you Shall act promptly, for then the Lord will have gone out before you to strike the 
army of the Philistines.” 25 


(2 Samuel 5:17-25 


a 


(https://historiarex.com/e/en/755-battles-of-rephaim) 


The Battle at Rephaim 
April 13, 2019 2 Samuel 6-9 


The Ark, the central symbol of God’s presence among His people, now must be 
transported back to Jerusalem. In the popular film “Raiders of the Lost Ark”, the Ark 
itself is portrayed as having magical powers. This fictional work somewhat reflects 
the events surrounding the transport of the ark to Jerusalem. Along the way, as the 
Ark was perilously close to falling off its cart, Uzzah reached out to prevent the Ark’s 
fall and God struck Uzzah down: “Now David again gathered all the chosen men of 
Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went with all the people who were 
with him to Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God which Is called by the 
Name, the very name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned above the cherubim. 3 
They placed the ark of God on a new cart that they might bring it from the house of 


Abinadab which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were 
leading the new cart. 4 So they brought it with the ark of God from the house of 
Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Ahio was walking ahead of the ark. 5 
Meanwhile, David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord with 
all kinds of instruments made of fir wood, and with lyres, harps, tambourines, 
castanets and cymbals. 


6 But when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out toward 
the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen nearly upset it. 7 And the anger of 
the Lord burned against Uzzah, and God struck him down there for his irreverence; 
and he died there by the ark of God. 8 David became angry because of the Lord’s 
outburst against Uzzah, and that place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 9 So David 
was afraid of the Lord that day; and he said, “How can the ark of the Lord come to 
me?” 10 And David was unwilling to move the ark of the Lord into the city of David 
with him; but David took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 Thus the 
ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and 
the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household.” (2 Samuel 6:1-11 NASB) 


David was so filled with joy at the Ark’s return to Jeruslem that he danced with joy. 
Apparently this public display did not sit well with Michal, as she “despised him” 
(David) in her heart at what she must have felt was a vulgar display not suitable for 
a king: “Now it was told King David, saying, “The Lord has blessed the house of 
Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, on account of the ark of God.” David went 
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David 
with gladness. 13 And so it was, that when the bearers of the ark of the Lord had 
gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 And David was dancing before 
the Lord with all his might, and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and 
all the house of Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouting and the 
sound of the trumpet. 


16 Then it happened as the ark of the Lord came into the city of David that _ 
dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.” 


(2 Samuel 6:12-16 


NASB) 


David Danced Before God (https://growingkidsingrace.blogspot.com/2012/09/david- 
danced-before-god.html) 


Michal’s pride was apparently hurt, for she saw David’s actions as a reflection of 
herself and felt humiliated and ashamed. God, who sees the heart, was displeased 
and the Scripture says she “had no child” from that day forward. “But when David 
returned to bless his household, Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David and said, “How the king of Israel distinguished himself today! He uncovered 
himself today in the eyes of his servants’ maids as one of the foolish ones 
shamelessly uncovers himself!” 21 So David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, 
who chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me ruler over 
the people of the Lord, over Israel; therefore | will celebrate before the Lord. 22 | will 
be more lightly esteemed than this and will be humble in my own eyes, but with the 
maids of whom you have spoken, with them | will be distinguished.” 23 

(2 Samuel 6:20-23 NASB) 


What kind of God strikes people dead for touching the Ark, even if to prevent it from 
falling down? David Guzik’s commentary explains it this way: “Uzzah put out his 
hand to the ark of God and took hold of it: This was strictly forbidden. Regarding the 
transporting of the ark (Numbers 4:15) says, “they shall not touch any holy thing 
lest they die.” 


i. Uzzah made a decision in a moment to disregard God’s command and to do what 
seemed right to him. Even decisions made in a moment matter before God. 


c. God struck him there for his error: God fulfilled the ominous promise of Numbers 
4:15 and struck Uzzah. David wanted Israel to know the presence of the LORD and 
God showed up at Nachon’s threshing floor - but not in the way anyone wanted.” 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-samuel-6/). And what about 
removing the blessing of children from Michal? The same commentary explains: 
“Michal’s barrenness was not necessarily the result of Divine judgment. It may be 


that David never had marital relations with her again. Nevertheless, the principle 
stands: there is often barrenness in the life and ministry of the overly critical.” 


David sees the great contrast between the “mobile” Tabernacle containing the Ark 
and the palatial luxury he lives in. David inquires of Nathan the prophet whether 
the Lord wishes for David to build a suitable temple for the Ark. Nathan, knowing 
that David is God’s anointed, and perhaps impressed by David’s desire to honor 
God, is almost certain of a positive reply from God. God howeere, whose “ways are 
not our ways” tells Nathan that David is not to build the Temple, but David’s son will 
have this honor and assignment. Some have speculated that David was not to build 
the Temple since he was a man of war. 


Nathan tells David of God’s reply and covenant with David and his descendants: 
“Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My 
people Israel. 9 | have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut Off all 
your enemies from before you; and | will make you a great name, like the names of 
the great men who are on the earth. 101 will also appoint a place for My people 
Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be 
disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 11 even from 
the day that | commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and | will give you 
rest from all your enemies. The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will make a 
house for you. 12 When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, 
/ will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and | will 
establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and! will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 | will be a father to him and he will be a son to 
Me; when he commits iniquity, | will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes 
of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as | took it 
away from Saul, whom | removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom 
shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.”’” 17 In 
accordance with all these words and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.” (2 
Samuel 7:8-17 NASB) 


The website “Got Questions?” has some helpful commentary as to this point: 

“First Chronicles 22:8 sheds some light on God’s decision not to allow David to build 
the temple: “You have shed much blood and have fought many wars. You are not to 
build a house for my Name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in my 
sight.” David’s background of shedding blood in times of war was God’s reason for 
choosing David’s son instead (see also 1 Chronicles 28:3). God wanted a man of 
peace to construct the temple, not a man of war. His house was to be “a house of 
prayer for all nations” (Isaiah 56:7). 


Since David was forbidden from building the temple himself, he helped to gather 
materials and prepare the plans for the temple’s construction. He said to Solomon, 
“| have taken great pains to provide for the temple of the Lord a hundred thousand 
talents of gold, a million talents of silver, quantities of bronze and iron too great to 
be weighed, and wood and stone. And you may add to them. You have many 
workers: stonecutters, masons and carpenters, as well as those skilled in every kind 
of work in gold and silver, bronze and iron—craftsmen beyond number. Now begin 
the work, and the Lord be with you” (1 Chronicles 22:14-16). 


Solomon faithfully fulfilled this command during his reign, leading Israel to the 
height of world power. David’s desire to build a house for the Lord was noble, but 
God had other plans. David’s reaction to God’s nixing his plan is a model for us. 
When things do not go as we planned—when God closes a door—we should 
continue to praise the Lord and then move on in a new direction. Rather than 
complain about what we can’t do, we should do what we can, giving God the glory.” 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/David-temple.html) 


David's prayer is sincere and humble: “Then David the king went in and sat before 
the Lord, and he said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that You have 
brought me this far? 19 And yet this was insignificant in Your eyes, O Lord God, for 
You have spoken also of the house of Your servant concerning the distant future. 
And this is the custom of man, O Lord God. 20 Again what more can David say to 
You? For You know Your servant, O Lord God! 21 For the sake of Your word, and 
according to Your own heart, You have done all this greatness to let Your servant 
know. 22 For this reason You are great, O Lord God; for there is none like You, and 
there is no God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 23 
And what one nation on the earth is like Your people Israel, whom God went to 
redeem for Himself as a people and to make a name for Himself, and to do a great 
thing for You and awesome things for Your land, before Your people whom You have 
redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, from nations and their gods? 24 For You have 
established for Yourself Your people Israel as Your own people forever, and You, O 
Lord, have become their God. 25 Now therefore, O Lord God, the word that You 
have spoken concerning Your servant and his house, confirm it forever, and do as 
You have spoken, 26 that Your name may be magnified forever, by saying, ‘The 
Lord of hosts is God over Israel’; and may the house of Your servant David be 
established before You. 27 For You, O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have made a 
revelation to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house’; therefore Your servant 
has found courage to pray this prayer to You. 28 Now, O Lord God, You are God, and 
Your words are truth, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant. 29 
Now therefore, may it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may 
continue forever before You. For You, O Lord God, have spoken; and with Your 
blessing may the house of Your servant be blessed forever.” (2 Samuel 7:18-29 
NASB) 


God then honored and protected David as he successfully waged war against the 
pagan inhabitants of the land, and unified the people into a great kingdom: “Now 
after this it came about that David defeated the Philistines and subdued them; and 
David took control of the chief city from the hand of the Philistines. 


2 He defeated Moab, and measured them with the line, making them lie down on 
the ground; and he measured two lines to put to death and one full line to keep 
alive. And the Moabites became servants to David, bringing tribute. 


3 Then David defeated Hadadezer, the son of Rehob king of Zobah, as he went to 
restore his Jrule at the River. 4 David captured from him 1,700 horsemen and 
20,000 foot soldiers; and David hamstrung the chariot horses, but reserved enough 
of them for 100 chariots. 5 When the Arameans of Damascus came to help 
Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David killed 22,000 Arameans. 6 Then David put 


garrisons among the Arameans of Damascus, and the Arameans became servants 
to David, bringing tribute. And the Lord helped David wherever he went. 7 David 
took the shields of gold which were carried by the servants of Hadadezer and 
brought them to Jerusalem. 8 From Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, 
King David took a very large amount of bronze. 


9 Now when Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army of 
Hadadezer, 10 Toi sent Joram his son to King David to greet him and bless him, 
because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him; for Hadadezer had 
been at war with Toi. And Joram brought with him articles of silver, of gold and of 
bronze. 11 King David also dedicated these to the Lord, with the silver and gold that 
he had dedicated from all the nations which he had subdued: 12 from Aram and 
Moab and the sons of Ammon and the Philistines and Amalek, and from the spoil of 
Hadadezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 


13 So David made a name for himself when he returned from killing 18,000 
Arameans in the Valley of Salt. 14 He put garrisons in Edom. In all Edom he put 
garrisons, and all the Edomites became servants to David. And the Lord helped 
David wherever he went. 


15 
(2 Samuel 8:1-15 NASB) 


David showed his kindness and mercy as he sought to honor the remaining 
members of Saul’s family. The Scripture says that David cared for Mephibosheth 
out of his honoring Jonathan’s memory and friendship, but it is also clear that David 
also had great respect and honor for Saul as well. When a Spirit filled person like 
David is kind and selfless and reflects God’s limitless love, it is a clear witness to the 
care and concern that God has for all His children! 


The Scriptures tell us: “Then David said, “ls there yet anyone left of the house of 
Saul, that | may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?” 2 Now there was a servant 
of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David; and the 
king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “| am your servant.” 3 The king said, 
“Is there not yet anyone of the house of Saul to whom | may show the kindness of 
God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan who Is crippled in 
both feet.” 4 So the king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, 
“Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel in Lo-debar.” 5 Then King 
David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo- 
debar. 6 Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, came to David and fell 
on his face and prostrated himself. And David said, “Mephibosheth.” And he said, 
“Here is your servant!” 7 David said to him, “Do not fear, for | will surely show 
kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the 
land of your grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table regularly.” 8 Again he 
prostrated himself and said, “What is your servant, that you should regard a dead 
dog like me?” 


9 


. 10 You and your 
sons and your servants shall cultivate the land for him, and you shall bring in the 


produce so that your master’s grandson may have food; nevertheless Mephibosheth 
your master’s grandson shall eat at my table regularly.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons 
and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord 
the king commands his servant so your servant will do.” So Mephibosheth ate at 
David's table as one of the king’s sons. 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose 
name was Mica. And all who lived in the house of Ziba were servants to 
Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the king’s table 
regularly. Now he was lame in both feet.” (2 Samuel 9:1-13 NASB) 


| am reminded here of the words of James: “Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep oneself unstained from the world.” (James 1:27 ESV ) 
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David's kindness even extended to his enemies. We remember that Jesus 
commanded us to “love our enemies” (Matthew 5:44-45). A wonderful commentary 
on this Bibilical principle is found here (https://www.gotquestions.org/love- 
enemies.html). David did just that, and sent emissaries to Hanun, son of Nahash the 
Ammonite king, on hearing of Nahash’s death. 


David’s good will and sympathy was rejected, as the Ammonites humiliated the 
emissaries and sent them back to David. They returned “evil for good”! Realizing 
the degree of this insult, the Ammonites then prepare for war and enlisted a vast 
army of merceneries to fight against David and his army: “When David’s men came 
to the land of the Ammonites, 3 the Ammonite commanders said to Hanun their 
lord, “Do you think David is honoring your father by sending envoys to you to 
express sympathy? Hasn't David sent them to you only to explore the city and spy it 
out and overthrow it?” 4 So Hanun seized David's envoys, shaved off half of each 
man’s beard, cut off their garments at the buttocks, and sent them away. 


5 When David was told about this, he sent messengers to meet the men, for they 
were greatly humiliated. The king said, “Stay at Jericho till your beards have grown, 
and then come back.” 


6 When the Ammonites realized that they had become obnoxious to David, they 
hired twenty thousand Aramean foot soldiers from Beth Rehob and Zobah, as well 
as the king of Maakah with a thousand men, and also twelve thousand men from 
Tob.” (2 Samuel 10:2-6 NASB) 


Realizing that his army was greatly outnumbered, David made a wise plan to divide 
his army into two parts. If one were to be overcome and need help, the other would 
come to their aid. David’s plan, as well as the fact that he was fighting 
mercenaries, and the divine help of God gave David a great victory! The Bible 
describes the vicory this way: “On hearing this, David sent Joab out with the entire 
army of fighting men. 8 The Ammonites came out and drew up in battle formation 
at the entrance of their city gate, while the Arameans of Zobah and Rehob and the 
men of Tob and Maakah were by themselves in the open country. 


9 Joab saw that there were battle lines in front of him and behind him; so he 
selected some of the best troops in Israel and deployed them against the Arameans. 
10 He put the rest of the men under the command of Abishai his brother and 
deployed them against the Ammonites. 11 Joab said, “If the Arameans are too 
strong for me, then you are to come to my rescue; but if the Ammonites are too 
strong for you, then | will come to rescue you. 12 Be strong, and let us fight bravely 
for our people and the cities of our God. The Lord will do what is good in his sight.” 


13 Then Joab and the troops with him advanced to fight the Arameans, and they 
fled before him. 14 When the Ammonites realized that the Arameans were fleeing, 
they fled before Abishai and went inside the city. So Joab returned from fighting the 
Ammonites and came to Jerusalem. 


15 After the Arameans saw that they had been routed by Israel, they regrouped. 16 
Hadadezer had Arameans brought from beyond the Euphrates River; they went to 
Helam, with Shobak the commander of Hadadezer’s army leading them. 


17 When David was told of this, he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan and went 
to Helam. The Arameans formed their battle lines to meet David and fought against 
him. 18 But they fled before Israel, and David killed seven hundred of their 
charioteers and forty thousand of their foot soldiers. He also struck down Shobak 
the commander of their army, and he died there. 19 When all the kings who were 
vassals of Hadadezer saw that they had been routed by Israel, they made peace 
with the Israelites and became subject to them. 


So the Arameans were afraid to help the Ammonites anymore.” (2 Samuel 10:7-19 
NASB) 


The battle continues as David sends Joab to war with the Ammonites and the army 
besieged Rammah. An interesting comment is made in the Scripture: “In the 
spring, at the time when kings go off to war...” (2 Samuel 11:1 NASB). It is almost 
as if the Bible is telling us “It’s springtime, so it’s time to go to war again..” Was 
war such a gruesomely routine activity that it was a reflection of the seasonal 
cycles...? 

In one of the best sermons | ever heard, the pastor pointed out that David was not 
where he should have been. He was in the palace, not in the field with his general 
Joab and his fighting men. He indulged himself and stayed in the comfort and 
luxury of his home. 


As sometimes happens when there is “too much time” available, that time is not 
spent well and there is an opportunity for temptation. This was clearly the case 
here, as David saw a beautiful woman bathing on her rooftop. Bathsheba, the wife 
of the Hittite Uriah. The Scripture says: “One evening David got up from his bed 
and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman 
bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out 
about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and 
he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) 


Then she went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, 
“lam pregnant.” 


6 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to 
David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers 
were and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your 
house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was 
sent after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s 
servants and did not go down to his house.” (2 Samuel 11:2-9 NASB) 
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David and Bathsheba Pablo Picasso (1947) 


Realizing that Bathsheba had conceived his child, David had devised plan “A”- bring 
Bathsheba’s husband home from war, and give him the opportunity to sleep with 
his wife. Uriah was so focused and dedicated to protecting his King David that he 
slept outside the palace and did not visit his home and his wife. David then devises 


plan “B”- eat with Uriah, and openly encourage him to go home to visit with his 
wife. This plan failed as well, as Uriah would not afford himself any comfort while 
his copanions (and the Ark) were camped in the field of battle: “David was told, 
“Uriah did not go home.” The Bible tells us: “So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just 
come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” 


11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my 
commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could | 
go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, | 
will not do such a thing!” 


12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow | will send you 
back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 At David’s 
invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the 
evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not 
go home.” (2 Samuel 10:10-13 NASB). Plan “B” failed even though David had 
gotten Uriah drunk! Then David, in desperation to cover his sin, devised the final 
plan- plan “C”. He sent a letter to Joab ordering Uriah to be placed in the thick of 
battale, and order tDavid’s men to “withdraw” so Uriah would be exposed to the 
enmy and be killed. Plan “C” worked: “/n the morning David wrote a letter to Joab 
and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is 
fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.” 


16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew 
the strongest defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out and fought 
against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite 
died.” (2 Samule 11:14-17 NASB) 


David's plan to cover his sin was now complete. After allowing Bathsheba a time to 
mourn, David took her as his wife and she gave birth to ason: “When Uriah’s wife 
heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27 After the time of 
mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife 
and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.” (2 Samuel 
11:26-27 NASB) 


Perhaps verse 27 is the understatement of the entire Biblical story so far. David 
had not only committed adultery, but had ordered a faithful and loyal soldier’s 
death to cover his first sin. It is safe to say that God was “displeased”! 


The sin that David so carefully covered was now to be punished. Nathan was sent 
by God to rebuke David and announce punishment for these several sins David had 
committed: “The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There 
were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a 
very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing except one 
little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his 
children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was 
like a daughter to him. 


4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one 
of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. 


Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for 
the one who had come to him.” 


5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the 
Lord lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times 
over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 


7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you from the hand of 
Saul. 8 | gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. | 
gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, | would have given 
you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in 
his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be 
your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 
, because you despised me and took the 


wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 


11 “This is what the Lord says: 


13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” (2 Samuel 12:1-13 
NASB). 


Several punishments are listed for David: 1) calamity will arise in David’s own 
house; 2) David’s wives would be taken by one “close” to David, and this one would 
sleep withy them “in broad daylight”! The worst punishment was yet to be 
announced: “Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going 
to die. 14 But because by doing this you have shown utter contempt for the Lord, 

(2 Samuel 12:13-24 NASB) 


David knew the penalty for sin against the Lord was death. Nathan tells David that 
the Lord had forgiven David’ sin, and that he would not die- but his final punishment 
was the death of the son produced by David in his sin! Why did God allow this child, 
who was blameless in David’s sin, to be taken? 

The commentary is helpful here. The problem for apologetics- myself included- is 
that many instances involving God acting directly or “allowing” certain things to 
happen cause difficulties with our “natural” sense of right and wrong, fair and 
unfair. This is once such instance. 


A thoughtful discussion of this series of events is found here 


(https://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=2202) . 


To quote from this reference pertaining to the death of a child: “How, then, can an 
infinitely loving God cause the death of innocent children and still be considered 
loving? The skeptic simply says that if it is true that God caused the death of 
innocent babies, then it is impossible for a moral person to consider that God as 
loving. The skeptical argument goes something like this: (1) A good and loving God 


would not kill innocent children; (2) the God of the Bible kills innocent children; (3) 
therefore the God of the Bible cannot be good and loving. 


At first glance, this logic seems to make sense. When examined more closely, 
however, there lies within this argument a faulty assumption. The faulty assumption 
built into this line of reasoning is that the death of an innocent child is always, in 
every circumstance, evil. With the assumption built in, the first premise should read 
like this: A good and loving God would not kill innocent children, because the death 
of anyone innocent is always a bad thing. The assumption that death, especially of 
innocent children, is always bad or morally evil, stems from the skeptic’s adherence 
to pure naturalism. If this physical life and material world are all that exist, then to 
take an innocent person out of this physical world is inherently evil, according to the 
skeptic. 


Yet, the same Bible that tells about a God who takes the physical lives of innocent 
children also informs the reader that this physical world is not all there is to 
existence. In fact, the Bible explains that every person has a soul that will live 
forever, long after physical life on this Earth is over (Matthew 25:46). The Bible 
consistently stresses the fact that the immortal soul of each individual is of much 
greater value than that individual’s physical life. Jesus Christ said: “For what profit is 
it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul” (Matthew 16:26)? 


Although the skeptic might object, and claim that an answer from the Bible is not 
acceptable, such an objection fails for one primary reason—the skeptic used the 
Bible to formulate his argument. Where is it written that God is love? In the Bible (1 
John 4:8). Where do we learn that the Lord did, indeed, kill or order the deaths of 
babies? Once again, that information comes directly from the Bible. Where, then, 
should we look for an answer to this alleged discrepancy? The answer should be 
“the Bible.” If the alleged problem is formulated from biblical testimony, then the 
Bible should be given the opportunity to explain itself. As long as the skeptic uses 
the Bible to formulate the problem, we certainly can use the Bible to solve the 
problem. The biblical solution to the alleged problem in this instance is that every 
human possesses an immortal soul that is of infinitely more value than his or her 
physical existence. 


Also please see: (https://www.gotquestions.org/David-Bathsheba-child.html). To 


quote here: 


“God does a lot of “uncomfortable” things that simply must be done in a world of 
sin. But the fact is that God never intended for us to be comfortable with sin and its 
outfall (which includes its punishment). We should be bothered by the effects of sin. 
Mature Christians understand this, but it doesn’t make living in a fallen world any 
easier.” 


In the case of the death of David’s infant son, some people feel anger at God for 
killing the child. There are two main points of contention that can cause problems in 
our thinking. The first is that God did not deal with David harshly enough. But this 
accusation ignores the context of the passage at hand; God did indeed punish 


David, and He did so threefold. David would never again have peace in his house, 
he would be publicly shamed for his private sin, and, at the apex, his son would die. 
Nathan outlined the three judgments: 


“‘Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you 
despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ This is what the 
Lord says: ‘Out of your own household | am going to bring calamity on you. Before 
your very eyes | will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and 
he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. You did it in secret, but | will do this 
thing in broad daylight before all Israel... . The Lord has taken away your sin. You 
are not going to die. But because by doing this you have shown utter contempt for 
the Lord, the son born to you will die’” (2 Samuel 12:10-14). David, devastated by 
the news that his child is very sick, fasts, weeps and prays to God for mercy. The 
child, however, dies, and David must again face the results of his sin- the death of a 
child. He then decides (finally!) that his place is in the battlefield, and David is able 
to achieve a great victory. 


The Bible tells us: “Then 


16 David therefore inquired of God for the child; and David 
fasted and went and lay all night on the ground. 17 The elders of his household 
stood beside him in order to raise him up from the ground, but he was unwilling and 
would not eat food with them. 18 
child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, 
for they said, “Behold, while the child was still alive, we spoke to him and he did not 
listen to our voice. How then can we tell him that the child is dead, since he might 
do himself harm!” 19 But when David saw that his servants were whispering 
together, David perceived that the child was dead; so David said to his servants, “Is 
the child dead?” And they said, “He is dead.” 20 So David arose from the ground, 
washed, anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he came into the house of 
the LORD and worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when he requested, 
they set food before him and he ate. 

21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done? While the 
child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the child died, you arose and ate 
food.” 22 He said, “While the child was still alive, | fasted and wept; for | said, ‘Who 
knows, the LORD may be gracious to me, that the child may live.’ 23 But now he 
has died; why should | fast? Can / bring him back again? | will go to him, but he will 
not return to me.” (2 Samuel 12-16-23 NASB) 


David returns to his “rightful” place with his men: “Now Joab fought against Rabbah 
of the sons of Ammon and captured the royal city. 27 Joab sent messengers to 
David and said, “I have fought against Rabbah, | have even captured the city of 
waters. 28 Now therefore, gather the rest of the people together and camp against 
the city and capture it, or | will capture the city myself and it will be named after 


me.” 29 SSUES 
. 30 Then he took the crown of their king from his head; and its weight 


was a talent of gold, and in it was a precious stone; and it was placed on David's 
head. And he brought out the spoil of the city in great amounts. 31 He also brought 
out the people who were in it, and set them under saws, sharp iron instruments, 


and iron axes, and made them pass through the brickkiln. And thus he did to all the 
cities of the sons of Ammon. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.” 
(2 Samuel 12:26-31 NASB). 


God shows mercy on David and a son- Solomon- is born to David and Bathsheba: 
“Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; and 
she gave birth to a son, and he named him Solomon. 


the Lord”) for the Lord’s sake.” (2 Samuel 12:24-25 NASB) 


April 15, 2019 “Tax Day” 2 Samuel 13-14 


Nathan warned David that there would be trouble, tumult and sorrow in his 
household, and some of that trouble and misery was soon to arrive. “Now therefore, 


(2 Samuel 12:10- 


11 NASB) 


David’s sons Absalom and Amnon were the source of almost endless misery to 
David's family. Urged on by his cousin Jonadab to trick Amnon’s beautiful sister 
Tamar into “caring for him” when he faked an illness, so that he could express his 
lust and desire for her: “Now it was after this that Absalom the son of David had a 
beautiful sister whose name was Tamar, and Amnon the son of David loved her. 2 
Amnon was so frustrated because of his sister Tamar that he made himself ill, for 
she was a virgin, and it seemed hard to Amnon to do anything to her. 3 But Amnon 
had a friend whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, David’s brother; and 
Jonadab was a very shrewd man. 4 He said to him, “O son of the king, why are you 
so depressed morning after morning? Will you not tell me?” Then Amnon said to 
him, “lam in love with Tamar, the sister of my brother Absalom.” 5 Jonadab then 
said to him, “Lie down on your bed and pretend to be ill; when your father comes to 
see you, say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come and give me some food to 
eat, and let her prepare the food in my sight, that | may see it and eat from her 
hand.’” 6 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill; when the king came to see 
him, Amnon said to the king, “Please let my sister Tamar come and make me a 
couple of cakes in my sight, that | may eat from her hand.” 


7 Then David sent to the house for Tamar, saying, “Go now to your brother Amnon’s 
house, and prepare food for him.” 8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house, 
and he was lying down. And she took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, 
and baked the cakes. 9 She took the pan and dished them out before him, but he 
refused to eat. And Amnon said, “Have everyone go out from me.” So everyone 
went out from him. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the 
bedroom, that | may eat from your hand.” So Tamar took the cakes which she had 
made and brought them into the bedroom to her brother Amnon. 11 When she 
brought them to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie with me, 


my sister.” 12 But she answered him, “No, my brother, do not violate me, for such a 
thing is not done in Israel; do not do this disgraceful thing! 13 As for me, where 
could | get rid of my reproach? And as for you, you will be like one of the fools in 
Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king, for he will not withhold me from 
you.” 14 However, he would not listen to her; since he was stronger than she, he 
violated her and lay with her.” (2 Samuel 13:1-14 NASB). 


Tamar even suggested that Amnon ask David for Tamar, for she assured Amnon 
that David “will not withhold me from you”! Amnon, though, acted out of lust and 
overpowered his sister, and set a plot of revenge in motion that would strike the 
very foundations of David’s family! Consistent with our sometimes evil human 
nature, now that Amnon had violated his sister Tamar, he now hated the very one 
he had formerly lusted for. She was “damaged goods” to him now and he sent her 
away. Amnon’s brother Absalom quickly found out about this evil act. 


Tamar’s brother Absalom, when hearing about his sister’s rape, vowed to get even 
with Amnon and avenge his sister. The Bible tells us: “Then Absalom her brother 
said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now keep silent, my 
sister, he is your brother; do not take this matter to heart.” So Tamar remained and 
was desolate in her brother Absalom’s house. 21 Now when King David heard of all 
these matters, he was very angry. 22 But Absalom did not speak to Amnon either 
good or bad; for Absalom hated Amnon because he had violated his sister Tamar. 


23 Now it came about after two full years that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal- 
hazor, which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the king’s sons. 


24 Absalom came to the king and said, “Behold now, your servant has 
sheepshearers, please let the king and his servants go with your servant.” 25 But 
the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, we should not all go, for we will be 
burdensome to you.” Although he urged him, he would not go, but blessed him. 26 
Then Absalom said, “lf not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.” And the king 
said to him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 But when Absalom urged him, he let 
Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him. 


28 Absalom commanded his servants, saying, “See now, when Amnon’s heart is 
merry with wine, and when | say to you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then put him to death. Do 
not fear; have not | myself commanded you? Be courageous and be valiant.” 29 The 
servants of Absalom did to Amnon just as Absalom had commanded.” (2 Samuel 
13:20-29 NASB) 


Now Amnon was dead. Messengers then reported to David saying that ‘all the 
king’s sons” had been killed by Absalom. David understandably was devastated 

and went into mourning: “Now /t was while they were on the way that the report 
came to David, saying, “Absalom has struck down all the king’s sons, and not one of 
them is left.” 31 Then the king arose, tore his clothes and lay on the ground; and all 
his servants were standing by with clothes torn. 32 Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, 
David's brother, responded, “Do not let my lord suppose they have put to death all 


the young men, the king’s sons, for Amnon alone is dead; because by the intent of 
Absalom this has been determined since the day that he violated his sister Tamar. 

33 Now therefore, do not let my lord the king take the report to heart, namely, ‘all 
the king’s sons are dead,’ for only Amnon is dead.” 


34 Now Absalom had fled. And the young man who was the watchman raised his 
eyes and looked, and behold, many people were coming from the road behind him 
by the side of the mountain. 35 Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the king’s sons 
have come; according to your servant’s word, so it happened.” 36 As soon as he 
had finished speaking, behold, the king’s sons came and lifted their voices and 
wept; and also the king and all his servants wept very bitterly.” 


37 Now Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur. 
And David mourned for his son every day. 38 So Absalom had fled and gone to 
Geshur, and was there three years. 39 The heart of King David longed to go out to 
Absalom; for he was comforted concerning Amnon, since he was dead.” (2 Samuel 
13:30-39 NASB) 


David was torn between his grief for his lost son Amnon and his now estrange som 
Absalom. David loned to reconcile with Absalom, but Absalom proved be be almost 
as treacherous as his half brother Amnon in Absalom’s own way! 


Joab then uses a little trickery and cunning to bring David and Absalom together. It 
would not be wise for King David to have a son far away, perhaps becoming moree 
angry and rebellious. Joab “planted” a woman with a story about tragedy within a 
family to “goad” David into taking the first step at reconciliation. David eventually 
figured out that Joab was behind this plot: “Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived 
that the king’s heart was inclined toward Absalom. 2 So Joab sent to Tekoa and 
brought a wise woman from there and said to her, “Please pretend to be a mourner, 
and put on mourning garments now, and do not anoint yourself with oil, but be like 
a woman who has been mourning for the dead many days; 3 then go to the king 
and speak to him in this manner.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.” (2 Samuel 
14:1-3) 


David was right- Joab had set this all up to reconcile David and Absalom: ”Then the 
king answered and said to the woman, “Please do not hide anything from me that | 
am about to ask you.” And the woman said, “Let my lord the king please speak.” 19 
So the king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all this?” And the woman replied, 
“As your soul lives, my lord the king, no one can turn to the right or to the left from 


anything that my lord the king has spoken. Indeed, it was your servant Joab who 
commanded me, and it was he who put all these words in the mouth of your 


maidservant; 20 in order to change the appearance of things your servant Joab has 
done this thing. But my lord is wise, like the wisdom of the angel of God, to know all 
that is in the earth.” (2 Samuel 14:18-20 NASB) 


King David and his son Absalom then reconcile- at least for the moment. The vain 
and very handsome Absalom, though, has plans to elevate himself at the expense 
of his father the king! The reconciliation is described this way: “Now in all Israel 
was no one as handsome as Absalom, so highly praised; from the sole of his foot to 


the crown of his head there was no defect in him. 26 When he cut the hair of his 
head (and it was at the end of every year that he cut it, for it was heavy on him so 
he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head at 200 shekels by the king’s weight. 27 
To Absalom there were born three sons, and one daughter whose name was Tamar; 
she was a woman of beautiful appearance. 


28 Now Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, and did not see the king’s face. 
29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but he would not come to 
him. So he sent again a second time, but he would not come. 30 Therefore he said 
to his servants, “See, Joab’s field is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and 
set it on fire.” So Absalom’s servants set the field on fire. 31 Then Joab arose, came 
to Absalom at his house and said to him, “Why have your servants set my field on 
fire?” 32 Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, | sent for you, saying, ‘Come here, that | 
may send you to the king, to say, “Why have ! come from Geshur? It would be 
better for me still to be there.”’ Now therefore, let me see the king’s face, and if 
there is iniquity in me, let him put me to death.” 33 So when Joab came to the king 
and told him, he called for Absalom. 


"(2 
Samuel 14:25-33 NASB) 
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Anbsalom now plots against David to sieze the crown for himself. Nathan’s 
prophesy is now realized in this rebellion, and later in the tragic death of Absalom 
himself. David will never again have poeace in his household- the “sword” (2 
Samuel 12:10) will be an ever present reality. Absalom turns the hearts of his 
countrymen away from his father: “Now it came about after this that Absalom 
provided for himself a chariot and horses and fifty men as runners before him. 2 
Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way to the gate; and when any 
man had a suit to come to the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and 
say, “From what city are you?” And he would say, “Your servant is from one of the 
tribes of Israel.” 3 Then Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are good and 
right, but no man listens to you on the part of the king.” 4 Moreover, Absalom would 
say, “Oh that one would appoint me judge in the land, then every man who has any 
suit or cause could come to me and | would give him justice.” 5 And when a man 
came near to prostrate himself before him, he would put out his hand and take hold 
of him and kiss him. 6 In this manner Absalom dealt with all Israel who came to the 
king for judgment; so Absalom stole away the hearts of the men of Israel.” (2 
Samuel 15:1-6 NASB) 


The rebellion and discontenet becomes so strong that David flees Jerusalem. In 
stark contrast with the disloyalty and rebellion of Absalom, Ittai the Gittite - a 
foreigner- remains loyal to his adopted king: “Then a messenger came to David, 
saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.” 14 David said to all his 
servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise and let us flee, for otherwise none 
of us will escape from Absalom. Go in haste, or he will overtake us quickly and bring 
down calamity on us and strike the city with the edge of the sword.” 15 Then the 


king’s servants said to the king, “Behold, your servants are ready to do whatever 
my lord the king chooses.” 16 So the king went out and all his household with him. 
But the king left ten concubines to keep the house. 17 The king went out and all the 
people with him, and they stopped at the last house. 18 Now all his servants passed 
on beside him, all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites and all the Gittites, six hundred 
men who had come with him from Gath, passed on before the king. 


19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why will you also go with us? Return and 
remain with the king, for you are a foreigner and also an exile; return to your own 
place. 20 You came only yesterday, and shall | today make you wander with us, 
while | go where | will? Return and take back your brothers; mercy and truth be with 
you.” 21 But Ittai answered the king and said, “As the Lord lives, and as my lord the 
king lives, surely wherever my lord the king may be, whether for death or for life, 
there also your servant will be.” 22 Therefore David said to Ittal, “Go and pass 
over.” So Ittai the Gittite passed over with all his men and all the little ones who 
were with him. 23 While all the country was weeping with a loud voice, all the 
people passed over. The king also passed over the brook Kidron, and all the people 
passed over toward the way of the wilderness.” (2 Samuel 16:13-23 NASB) 


David then ascends the Mount of Olives- even then a place of worship, and enlists 
the help of a trusted confidant and friend of Absalom to “spy” on Absalom and 
inform David of his location and plans: “And David went up the ascent of the Mount 
of Olives, and wept as he went, and his head was covered and he walked barefoot. 
Then all the people who were with him each covered his head and went up weeping 
as they went. 31 Now someone told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the 
conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O Lord, | pray, make the counsel of 
Ahithophel foolishness.” 


32 It happened as David was coming to the summit, where God was worshiped, that 


35 Are not Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests with you there? So it shall be that whatever you hear from the king’s house, 
you Shall report to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 Behold their two sons are 
with them there, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; and by them 
you Shall send me everything that you hear.” 37 So Hushai, David's friend, came 
into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem.” (2 Samuel 15:30-37 NASB) 


The poltical situation has gotten so bad for David that he is cursed- openly and 
publicly- even though he is surrounded by his loyal men: “When King David came to 
Bahurim, behold, there came out from there a man of the family of the house of 
Saul whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out cursing continually as 
he came. 6 He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David; and all 


the people and all the mighty men were at his right hand and at his left. 7 Thus 
Shimei said when he cursed, “Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, and 
worthless fellow! 8 The Lord has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house 
of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the Lord has given the kingdom into 
the hand of your son Absalom. And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you 
are a man of bloodshed!” 


9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse 
my lord the king? Let me go over now and cut off his head.” 10 But the king said, 
“What have | to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he curses, and if the Lord has told 
him, ‘Curse David,’ then who shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’” 11 Then David 
said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Behold, my son who came out from me 


seeks my life; how much more now this Benjamite? Let him alone and let him curse, 


cursed and cast stones and threw dust at him. 14 The king and all the people who 


were with him arrived weary and he refreshed himself there.” (2 Samuel 16:5-14 
NASB) 


David may have let this insult pass because of his guilt over his personal sins that 
started this whole rebellion in motion. Had he not lusted after Bathssheba and 
sinned against God, perhaps this all would not have occurred. 


Shimei curses David (2 Samuel 16, 5-6), published in 1877 - Illustration 
(istockphoto.com) 


Absalom enters Jerusalem, and as an act of vanity, arrogane and defiance, decides 
to sleep with his father’s concubines. The prophesy of Nathan is fulfilled again- 
David's wives will be slept with by another in the family “in broad daylight”. 
Absalom, however, has doomed himself with his arrogance and rebelliousness 


against th “Lord’s anointed”! The false consel David has arranged will be his 
undoing: 


“Then Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, entered Jerusalem, and 
Ahithophel with him. 16 Now it came about when Hushai the Archite, David's friend, 
came to Absalom, that Hushai said to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the 
king!” 17 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your loyalty to your friend? Why did you 
not go with your friend?” 18 Then Hushai said to Absalom, “No! For whom the Lord, 
this people, and all the men of Israel have chosen, his | will be, and with him 1 will 
remain. 19 Besides, whom should | serve? Should | not serve in the presence of his 
son? As | have served in your father’s presence, so | will be in your presence.” 


20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your advice. What shall we do?” 21 
Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines, whom he has left to 
keep the house; then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself odious to your 
father. The hands of all who are with you will also be strengthened.” 22 So they 


pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and Absalom went in to his father’s 
concubines in the sight of all Israel. 23 The advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in 


those days, was as If one inquired of the word of God; so was all the advice of 
Ahithophel regarded by both David and Absalom.” (2 Samuel 16:16-23 NASB) 
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David’s plan, perhaps inspired by the Lord, worked in thwarting and misdirecting 
Absalom. By providing 

“falso counsel” and by informaing David os Absalom’s plans and whereabouts, 
David was able to escape the evil intentions of his son Absalom. 


Aphitobels’ plan may well have worked: “Furthermore, Ahithophel said to Absalom, 
“Please let me choose 12,000 men that | may arise and pursue David tonight. 21 
will come upon him while he is weary and exhausted and terrify him, so that all the 
people who are with him will flee. Then | will strike down the king alone, 3 and | will 
bring back all the people to you. The return of everyone depends on the man you 
seek; then all the people will be at peace.” 4 So the plan pleased Absalom and all 
the elders of Israel.” (2 Samuel 17:1-4 NASB) 


Hushai- David’s friend and the “plant” in the counsel of Absalom, gave opposite 
advice, warning Absalom of his father’s expertise in warfare and the dedication of 
his “mighty men”: 

So Hushai said to Absalom, “This time the advice that Ahithophel has given is not 
good.” 8 Moreover, Hushai said, * 


o 


Behold, he has now hidden himself in one of the caves or in another place; and it 
will be when he falls on them at the first attack, that whoever hears it will say, 
‘There has been a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.’ 10 And even 
the one who is valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will completely lose 
heart; for all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man and those who are with 
him are valiant men. 11 But | counsel that all Israel be surely gathered to you, from 
Dan even to Beersheba, as the sand that is by the sea in abundance, and that you 


personally go into battle. 12 So we shall come to him in one of the places where he 
can be found, and we will fall on him as the dew falls on the ground; and of him and 
of all the men who are with him, not even one will be left. 13 If he withdraws into a 
city, then all Israel shall bring ropes to that city, and we will drag it into the valley 
until not even a small stone is found there.” 14 Then Absalom and all the men of 
Israel said, “The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of 
Ahithophe 

(2 Samuel 17:7-14 NASB) 


It was clearly the Lord’s intention to remove Absalom as an obstacle to David’s rule, 
and Absalom was headed for a tragic end. First, David escapes Absalom: “ Then 
Hushai said to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, “This is what Ahithophel counseled 
Absalom and the elders of Israel, and this is what | have counseled. 16 Now 
therefore, send quickly and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend the night at the fords 
of the wilderness, but by all means cross over, or else the king and all the people 
who are with him will be destroyed.’” 17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying at 
En-rogel, and a maidservant would go and tell them, and they would go and tell 
King David, for they could not be seen entering the city. 18 But a lad did see them 
and told Absalom; so the two of them departed quickly and came to the house of a 
man in Bahurim, who had a well in his courtyard, and they went down into it. 19 
And the woman took a covering and spread it over the well’s mouth and scattered 
grain on it, so that nothing was known. 20 Then Absalom’s servants came to the 
woman at the house and said, “Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” And the woman 
said to them, “They have crossed the brook of water.” And when they searched and 
could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.” ( 2 Samuel 17:15-20 NASB). 


Aphitobel, realizing his counsel had not been followed, and perhaps realizing 
Absalom was doomed because of this, killed himself: “Now when Ahithophel saw 
that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey and arose and went to his 
home, to his city, and set his house in order, and strangled himself; thus he died 
and was buried in the grave of his father.” (2 Samuel 17:23 NASB). 


David “numbered the people” with him and sent them out in thirds to was against 
Absalom’s forces. David was very concerned that Absalom might be killed in the 
fighting or be killed by an overzealous commander, so he counseled his military 
commanders to go “gently” with Absalom: “Then David numbered the people who 
were with him and set over them commanders of thousands and commanders of 
hundreds. 2 David sent the people out, one third under the command of Joab, one 
third under the command of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one 
third under the command of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to the people, “1 
myself will surely go out with you also.” 3 But the people said, “You should not go 
out; for if we indeed flee, they will not care about us; even if half of us die, they will 
not care about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us; therefore now it is better 
that you be ready to help us from the city.” 4 Then the king said to them, 
“Whatever seems best to you | will do.” So the king stood beside the gate, and all 
the people went out by hundreds and thousands. 5 The king charged Joab and 


Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” 
And all the people heard when the king charged all the commanders concerning 
Absalom.” (2 Samuel 18:1-5 NASB) 


David's forces had a great victory, claiming 20,000 of the enemy, and the Scriptue 
tells us that the “forst” claimed more lives than the “sword”: “ Then the people went 
out into the field against Israel, and the battle took place in the forest of Ephraim. 7 
The people of Israel were defeated there before the servants of David, and the 
slaughter there that day was great, 20,000 men. 8 For the battle there was spread 


over the whole countryside, and the forest devoured more people that day than the 
sword devoured.” (2 Samuel 18:6-8 NASB) 


Absalom encounters David’s “messengers” and is entangled by his hair in an oak 
tree. Helpless, he is killed by David’s men: “Now Absalom happened to meet the 
servants of David. For Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the 
thick branches of a great oak. And his head caught fast in the oak, so he was left 
hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him kept going. 
10 When a certain man saw it, he told Joab and said, “Behold, | saw Absalom 
hanging in an oak.” 11 Then Joab said to the man who had told him, “Now behold, 
you saw him! Why then did you not strike him there to the ground? And | would 
have given you ten pieces of silver and a belt.” 12 The man said to Joab, “Even if | 
should receive a thousand pieces of silver in my hand, | would not put out my hand 
against the king’s son; for in our hearing the king charged you and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, ‘Protect for me the young man Absalom!’ 13 Otherwise, if | had dealt 
treacherously against his life (and there is nothing hidden from the king), then you 
yourself would have stood aloof.” 14 Then Joab said, “! will not waste time here with 
you.” So he took three spears in his hand and thrust them through the heart of 
Absalom while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. 15 And ten young men who 
carried Joab’s armor gathered around and struck Absalom and killed him.” (2 
Samuel 18:9-15 NASB) 


David is still hopeful that Absalom was spared, but the news of Absalom’s death 
reaches him and David is overcome with grief: “Behold, the Cushite arrived, and the 
Cushite said, “Let my lord the king receive good news, for the Lord has freed you 
this day from the hand of all those who rose up against you.” 32 Then the king said 
to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” And the Cushite answered, 
“Let the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up against you for evil, be as 
that young man!” 


33 The king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and 

wept. And thus he said as he walked, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! 
Would | had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (2 Samuel 18:31-33 
NASB) 


Absalom is Killed 18‘ Century Tapestry 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absalom#/media/File:Muerte_de_absalon_en_el_CESE 
DEN.jpg) 


Once again, Nathan’s prophesy about the “sword” never departing from David’s 
household was fulfilled in Absalom’s death, and David realizes again the 
consequences of his sins. 
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Joab then gives David some excellent advice- “Love those that love you...”. 
so consumed with grief that he is reversing the natural order of things- he is 
(publicly) grieving his enemy (who is also his son) and is sorrowful about his loyal 
friends and brothers in arms that have rid the kingdom of this threat both to David 
and Israel. The Scripture tells us: “Then it was told Joab, “Behold, the king is 
weeping and mourns for Absalom.” 2 The victory that day was turned to mourning 
for all the people, for the people heard it said that day, “The king is grieved for his 
son.” 3 So the people went by stealth into the city that day, as people who are 
humiliated steal away when they flee in battle. 4 The king covered his face and 
cried out with a loud voice, “O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 5 


Then Joab came into the house to the king and said, “Today you have covered with 


David is 


until now.” (2 Samuel 19:1-7 NASB) 


David was then able to convine the “elders” of Israel, through the priests Zadok and 
Abiathar, that he was Israel’s rightful king: “Then King David sent to Zadok and 
Abiathar the priests, saying, “Speak to the elders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the 
last to bring the king back to his house, since the word of all Israel has come to the 
king, even to his house? 12 You are my brothers; you are my bone and my flesh. 
Why then should you be the last to bring back the king?’ 13 Say to Amasa, ‘Are you 
not my bone and my flesh? May God do so to me, and more also, if you will not be 
commander of the army before me continually in place of Joab.’” 14 Thus he turned 
the hearts of all the men of Judah as one man, so that they sent word to the king, 
saying, “Return, you and all your servants.” 15 The king then returned and came as 
far as the Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal in order to go to meet the king, to bring 
the king across the Jordan.” (2 Samuel 19:11-15 NASB) 


Shimei, who cursed David, now begs forgiveness. David promises that Shimei 
would not die (later one of David’s men takes his revenge on Shimei!): “Then 
Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite who was from Bahurim, hurried and came 
down with the men of Judah to meet King David. 17 There were a thousand men of 
Benjamin with him, with Ziba the servant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen sons 
and his twenty servants with him; and they rushed to the Jordan before the king. 18 
Then they kept crossing the ford to bring over the king’s household, and to do what 
was good in his sight. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king as he 
was about to cross the Jordan. 19 


me guilty, nor remember what your servant did wrong on the day when my lord the 
king came out from Jerusalem, so that the king would take it to heart. 20 For your 
servant knows that | have sinned, therefore behold, | have come today, the first of 
all the house of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king.” 21 But Abishai the son 
of Zeruiah said, “Should not Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the 
Lord’s anointed?” 22 David then said, “What have | to do with you, O sons of 
Zeruiah, that you should this day be an adversary to me? 
? For do! not know that | am king over Israel today?” 23 The 


king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” Thus the king swore to him.” (2 Samuel 
19:16-23 NASB) 


Mephibosheth’s status is then restored, out of David’s kindness and generosity, 
even though Mephibosheth had fallen into despair at David’s loss of power and 
control: “Then Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king; and he 
had neither cared for his feet, nor trimmed his mustache, nor washed his clothes, 
from the day the king departed until the day he came home in peace. 25 It was 
when he came from Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king said to him, “Why did 
you not go with me, Mephibosheth?” 26 So he answered, “O my lord, the king, my 
servant deceived me; for your servant said, ‘I will saddle a donkey for myself that | 
may ride on it and go with the king,’ because your servant is lame. 27 Moreover, he 


. 28 For all my father’s 
household was nothing but dead men before my lord the king; yet you set your 
servant among those who ate at your own table. What right do | have yet that | 
should complain anymore to the king?” 29 So the king said to him, “Why do you still 


speak of your affairs? | have decided, ‘You and Ziba shall divide the land.’” 30 
Mephibosheth said to the king, “Let him even take it all, since my lord the king has 
come safely to his own house.” (2 Samuel 19:24-30 NASB) 


David has now established himself as king over Judah, but even at this point he has 
to face and overcome further rebellion, this time from Sheba: “Now a worthless 
fellow happened to be there whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite; 
and he blew the trumpet and said, 


“We have no portion in David, Nor do we have inheritance in the son of Jesse; Every 
man to his tents, O Israel!” 


2 So all the men of Israel withdrew from following David and followed Sheba the son 
of Bichri; 


even to Jerusalem.” (2 Samuel 20:1-2 NASB) 


Amasa, a leader of the rebellion started by Sheba, was then struck down in another 
graphic and gruesomely detailed way: “But Amasa was not on guard against the 
sword which was in Joab’s hand so he struck him in the belly with it and poured out 
his inward parts on the ground, and did not strike him again, and he died. Then Joab 
and Abishai his brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri. 11 Now there stood by him 
one of Joab’s young men, and said, “Whoever favors Joab and whoever is for David, 
let him follow Joab.” 12 But Amasa lay wallowing in his blood in the middle of the 
highway. And when the man saw that all the people stood still, he removed Amasa 
from the highway into the field and threw a garment over him when he saw that 
everyone who came by him stood still.” (2 Samuel 20:10-12 NASB) 


Now that Amasa was no longer guarding the “highway”, David’s men could feely 
pass to the city where Sheba was hiding, and laid siege to the city. A peace is 
negotiated with the city, with the terms that Sheba be beheaded and his head 
thrown over the walls of the city to David’s men. Thus David was able to 
consolidate hs power once again: “As soon as he was removed from the highway, all 
the men passed on after Joab to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 


14 Now he went through all the tribes of Israel to Abel, even Beth-maacah, and all 
the Berites; and they were gathered together and also went after him. 15 They 
came and besieged him in Abel Beth-maacah, and they cast up a siege ramp 
against the city, and it stood by the rampart; and all the people who were with Joab 
were wreaking destruction in order to topple the wall. 16 Then a wise woman called 
from the city, “Hear, hear! Please tell Joab, ‘Come here that | may speak with you.’” 
17 So he approached her, and the woman said, “Are you Joab?” And he answered, “/ 
am.” Then she said to him, “Listen to the words of your maidservant.” And he 
answered, “/ am listening.” 18 Then she spoke, saying, “Formerly they used to say, 
‘They will surely ask advice at Abel,’ and thus they ended the dispute. 19 | am of 
those who are peaceable and faithful in Israel. You are seeking to destroy a city, 
even a mother in Israel. Why would you swallow up the inheritance of the Lord?” 20 
Joab replied, “Far be it, far be it from me that | should swallow up or destroy! 21 
Such is not the case. But a man from the hill country of Ephraim, Sheba the son of 
Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against King David. 


will depart from the city.” And the woman said to Joab, “Behold, his head will be 
thrown to you over the wall.” 22 Then the woman wisely came to all the people. And 
they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it to Joab. So he blew the 
trumpet, and they were dispersed from the city, each to his tent. Joab also returned 
to the king at Jerusalem.” 


23 Now Joab was over the whole army of Israel, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 24 and Adoram was over the forced 
labor, and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the recorder; 25 and Sheva was 
scribe, and Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 26 and Ira the Jairite was also a priest 
to David.” (2 Samuel 20:13-22 NASB) 
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Famine in the land? Consutlt the Lord- especially if the famine lasts three years! 
David was told by God that the famine was the consequence of Sauls’s brutal 
treatment of the Gibeonites. The resulition demanded blood vengeance- so seven 
of the male descendants of Saul were killed and their bodies desecrated- David 
spared only Mephibosheth: “During the reign of David, there was a famine for three 
successive years; so David sought the face of the Lord. The Lord said, “It is on 
account of Saul and his blood-stained house; it is because he put the Gibeonites to 
death.” 


2 The king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites were 
not a part of Israel but were survivors of the Amorites,; the Israelites had sworn to 
spare them, but Saul in his zeal for Israel and Judah had tried to annihilate them.) 3 
David asked the Gibeonites, “What shall 1 do for you? How shall | make atonement 
so that you will bless the Lord’s inheritance?” 


4 The Gibeonites answered him, “We have no right to demand silver or gold from 
Saul or his family, nor do we have the right to put anyone in Israel to death.” “What 
do you want me to do for you?” David asked. 


5 They answered the king, “As for the man who destroyed us and plotted against us 
so that we have been decimated and have no place anywhere in Israel, 6 let seven 
of his male descendants be given to us to be killed and their bodies exposed before 
the Lord at Gibeah of Saul—the Lord’s chosen one.” So the king said, “I will give 
them to you.” 

7 The king spared Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the 
oath before the Lord between David and Jonathan son of Saul. 8 But the king took 
Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, whom she had 
borne to Saul, together with the five sons of Saul’s daughter Merab, whom she had 
borne to Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite. 9 He handed them over to the 
Gibeonites, who killed them and exposed their bodies on a hill before the Lord. All 
seven of them fell together; they were put to death during the first days of the 
harvest, just as the barley harvest was beginning. 


10 Rizpah daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it out for herself on a rock. 
From the beginning of the harvest till the rain poured down from the heavens on the 
bodies, she did not let the birds touch them by day or the wild animals by night. 11 


When David was told what Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, had done, 12 
he went and took the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from the citizens of Jabesh 
Gilead. (They had stolen their bodies from the public square at Beth Shan, where 
the Philistines had hung them after they struck Saul down on Gilboa.) 13 David 
brought the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from there, and the bones of those 
who had been killed and exposed were gathered up. 


14 They buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the tomb of Saul’s father 
Kish, at Zela in Benjamin, and did everything the king commanded. After that, God 
answered prayer in behalf of the land.” (2 Samuel 21:1-14 NASB) 


War against the Philistines continued. In one battle, a Philistine champion vowed to 
kill David, but he was speared by the valant efforts of one of his men. The prople 
urged David to stay away from battle, so that he would not be killed and the “lanp 
of Israel” extinguished (verse 17). The Bible describes it like this: “Once again there 
was a battle between the Philistines and Israel. David went down with his men to 
fight against the Philistines, and he became exhausted. 16 And Ishbi-Benob, one of 
the descendants of Rapha, whose bronze spearhead weighed three hundred shekels 
and who was armed with a new sword, said he would kill David. 17 But Abishai son 
of Zeruiah came to David's rescue; he struck the Philistine down and killed him. 
Then David’s men swore to him, saying, “Never again will you go out with us to 
battle, so that the lamp of Israel will not be extinguished.” 


18 In the course of time, there was another battle with the Philistines, at Gob. At 
that time Sibbekai the Hushathite killed Saph, one of the descendants of Rapha. 


19 In another battle with the Philistines at Gob, Elhanan son of Jair the Bethlehemite 
killed the brother of Goliath the Gittite, who had a spear with a shaft like a weaver’s 
rod. 

20 In still another battle, which took place at Gath, there was a huge man with six 
fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot—twenty-four in all. He also was 
descended from Rapha. 21 When he taunted Israel, Jonathan son of Shimeah, 
David's brother, killed him. 


22 These four were descendants of Rapha in Gath, and they fell at the hands of 
David and his men.” (2 Samuel 21:15-22 NASB) 


What follows in 2 Samuel 22 is an “early Psalm” of David. David’s talent and 
musical ability were demonstrated multiple times in Scripture. This psalm/sone was 
a song of praise to God for victory. It goes like this: 

David sang to the Lord the words of this song when the Lord delivered him from the 
hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 2 He said: 


8 The earth trembled and quaked, 
the foundations of the heavens shook; 
they trembled because he was angry. 
9 Smoke rose from his nostrils; 
consuming fire came from his mouth, 
burning coals blazed out of it. 
10 He parted the heavens and came down; 
dark clouds were under his feet. 
11 He mounted the cherubim and flew; 
he soared on the wings of the wind. 
12 He made darkness his canopy around him— 
the dark rain clouds of the sky. 
13 Out of the brightness of his presence 
bolts of lightning blazed forth. 
14 The Lord thundered from heaven; 
the voice of the Most High resounded. 
15 He shot his arrows and scattered the enemy, 
with great bolts of lightning he routed them. 
16 The valleys of the sea were exposed 
and the foundations of the earth laid bare 
at the rebuke of the Lord, 
at the blast of breath from his nostrils. 


17 “He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 
he drew me out of deep waters. 
18 He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
from my foes, who were too strong for me. 
19 They confronted me in the day of my disaster, 
but the Lord was my support. 
20 He brought me out into a spacious place; 
he rescued me because he delighted in me. 


21 “The Lord has dealt with me according to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me. 
22 For | have kept the ways of the Lord; 
!am not guilty of turning from my God. 
23 All his laws are before me; 
| have not turned away from his decrees. 
24 | have been blameless before him 
and have kept myself from sin. 
25 The Lord has rewarded me according to my righteousness, 


according to my cleanness in his sight. 


26 “To the faithful you show yourself faithful, 
to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 
27 to the pure you show yourself pure, 
but to the devious you show yourself shrewd. 
28 You save the humble, 
but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low. 
29 You, Lord, are my lamp; 
the Lord turns my darkness into light. 
30 With your help | can advance against a troop; 
with my God | can scale a wall. 


34 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; 
he causes me to stand on the heights. 

35 He trains my hands for battle; 
my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

36 You make your saving help my shield; 
your help has made me great. 

37 You provide a broad path for my feet, 
so that my ankles do not give way. 


38 “| pursued my enemies and crushed them; 
| did not turn back till they were destroyed. 

39 | crushed them completely, and they could not rise; 
they fell beneath my feet. 

40 You armed me with strength for battle; 
you humbled my adversaries before me. 

41 You made my enemies turn their backs in flight, 
and | destroyed my foes. 

42 They cried for help, but there was no one to save them— 
to the Lord, but he did not answer. 

43 | beat them as fine as the dust of the earth; 
| pounded and trampled them like mud in the streets. 


4 


47 “The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock! 
Exalted be my God, the Rock, my Savior! 
48 He is the God who avenges me, 
who puts the nations under me, 
49 who sets me free from my enemies. 
You exalted me above my foes; 
from a violent man you rescued me. 
50 Therefore | will praise you, Lord, among the nations; 
/ will sing the praises of your name. 


aL 
he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, 
to David and his descendants forever.” 

(2 Samuel 22 NASB) 


The commentary in the Enduring Word (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/2-samuel-22/) is very helpful here: “Then David spoke to the LORD the 
words of this song: For many reasons, most commentators assume that this was a 
psalm David wrote and sung many years before and is inserted at the end of 2 
Samuel out of its chronological place. This is possible, but not necessary. 


i. “The psalm appears almost as David’s final words. Hence, it is a summary 
thanksgiving for God’s many deliverances of him through his long life of service.” 
(Boice) 


b. The words of this song: With minor variations, this psalm is the same as Psalm 
18. It is likely that David composed this song as a younger man - perhaps when 
Saul died, and he first took the throne, as described in 2 Samuel 8:14, when David 
had subdued all his enemies, and the LORD preserved David wherever he went. Yet 
in his old age David could look back with great gratitude and sing this song again, 
looking at his whole life. 


i. This psalm is a great Summary of David’s whole character and attitude through 
life. “Such convictions - of the absolute sovereignty of Jehovah, of His omnipotent 
power to deliver, of the necessity for obedience to His law, and of assurance that in 
the case of such obedience He ever acts for His people - constituted the underlying 
strength of David’s character.” (Morgan) 


ii. “We have another form of this Psalm with significant variations. . . and this 
suggests the idea that it was sung by David at different times when he reviewed his 
own remarkable history, and observed the gracious hand of God in it all.” 
(Spurgeon) 


April 20, 2019 2 Samuel 23-24 


David's last song is the title given by the translators of this section of 2 Samuel. It 
is still another example of David’s amazing poetic and musical gifts. The “psalm” 
goes like this: 

“Now these are the last words of David. 


David the son of Jesse declares, 

The man who was raised on high declares, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel, 

2 “The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, 

And His word was on my tongue. 

3 “The God of Israel said, 

The Rock of Israel spoke to me, 

‘He who rules over men righteously, 

Who rules in the fear of God, 

4 Is as the light of the morning when the sun rises, 
A morning without clouds, 

When the tender grass springs out of the earth, 
Through sunshine after rain.’ 

5 “Truly is not my house so with God? 

For He has made an everlasting covenant with me, 
Ordered in all things, and secured; 

For all my salvation and all my desire, 

Will He not indeed make it grow? 

6 “But the worthless, every one of them will be thrust away like thorns, 
Because they cannot be taken in hand; 

7 But the man who touches them 

Must be armed with iron and the shaft of a spear, 
And they will be completely burned with fire in their place.” (2 Samuel 23:1-7 
NASB). 


The explots, advanturs and accomplishments of “David’s mighty men” are then 
presented. We can certainly be impressed with the professionalism, loyalty, and 
expertise of these warriors, but however gifted and loyal they were, they would not 
have succeeded without the Lord’s help! Godwas the true source of poewer for 
David- and for all of us. The mighty men are described this way: 

“These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a 
Tahchemonite, chief of the captains, he was called Adino the Eznite, because of 
e/ght hundred slain by him at one time; 9 and after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David when they defied the 
Philistines who were gathered there to battle and the men of Israel had withdrawn. 
10 He arose and struck the Philistines until his hand was weary and clung to the 
sword, and the Lord brought about a great victory that day; and the people returned 
after him only to strip the slain. 


11 Now after him was Shammah the son of Agee a Hararite. And the Philistines 
were gathered into a troop where there was a plot of ground full of lentils, and the 
people fled from the Philistines. 12 But he took his stand in the midst of the plot, 
defended it and struck the Philistines; and the Lord brought about a great victory. 


13 Then three of the thirty chief men went down and came to David in the harvest 
time to the cave of Adullam, while the troop of the Philistines was camping in the 
valley of Rephaim. 14 David was then in the stronghold, while the garrison of the 
Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 15 David had a craving and said, “Oh that 
someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem which is by the 


gate!” 16 So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and 
drew water from the well of Bethlehem which was by the gate, and took it and 
brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but poured it out to the 
Lord; 17 and he said, “Be it far from me, O Lord, that | should do this. Shall | drink 
the blood of the men who went in jeopardy of their lives?” Therefore he would not 
drink it. These things the three mighty men did. 


18 Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was chief of the thirty. And he 
swung his spear against three hundred and killed them, and had a name as well as 
the three. 19 He was most honored of the thirty, therefore he became their 
commander; however, he did not attain to the three. 


20 Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had 
done mighty deeds, killed the two sons of Ariel of Moab. He also went down and 
killed a lion in the middle of a pit on a snowy day. 21 He killed an Egyptian, an 
impressive man. Now the Egyptian had a spear in his hand, but he went down to 
him with a club and snatched the spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 22 These things Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did, and had a 
name as well as the three mighty men. 23 He was honored among the thirty, but he 
did not attain to the three. And David appointed him over his guard. 


24 Asahel the brother of Joab was among the thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of 
Bethlehem, 25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 26 Helez the Paltite, Ira 
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27 Abiezer the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Hushathite, 
28 Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite, 29 Heleb the son of Baanah the 
Netophathite, Ittai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the sons of Benjamin, 30 Benaiah a 
Pirathonite, Hiddai of the brooks of Gaash, 31 Abi-albon the Arbathite, Azmaveth the 
Barhumite, 32 Eliahba the Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen, Jonathan, 33 Shammah 
the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the Ararite, 34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, 
the son of the Maacathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 35 Hezro the 
Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 37 
Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, armor bearers of Joab the son of 
Zeruiah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 39 Uriah the Hittite; thirty-seven in all.” 
(2 Samuel 23:8-39 NASB). 


It is both ironic and sad that Uriah the Hittite, whom David had killed in battle, and 
whose wife Bathsheba David took for his own, is listed as a “mighty man”. 


David then takes a census of his fighting men, against the commands of God and 
his general Joab. David has forgotten, at last for the moment, that his victories are 
truly about the protection, power and guidance of God in battle and not about the 
number or morale of his men (see Gideon!). David persists and angers God, so that 
a punishment is meted out that David must choose: “Now again the anger of the 
Lord burned against Israel, and it incited David against them to say, “Go, number 
Israel and Judah.” 2 The king said to Joab the commander of the army who was with 
him, “Go about now through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and 
register the people, that | may know the number of the people.” 3 But Joab said to 
the king, “Now may the Lord your God add to the people a hundred times as many 


as they are, while the eyes of my lord the king still see; but why does my lord the 
king delight in this thing?” 4 Nevertheless, the king’s word prevailed against Joab 
and against the commanders of the army. So Joab and the commanders of the army 
went out from the presence of the king to register the people of Israel. 5 They 
crossed the Jordan and camped in Aroer, on the right side of the city that is in the 
middle of the valley of Gad and toward Jazer. 6 Then they came to Gilead and to the 
land of Tahtim-hodshi, and they came to Dan-jaan and around to Sidon, 7 and came 
to the fortress of Tyre and to all the cities of the Hivites and of the Canaanites, and 
they went out to the south of Judah, to Beersheba. 8 So when they had gone about 
through the whole land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and 
twenty days. 9 And Joab gave the number of the registration of the people to the 
king; and there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men who drew the 
sword, and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men. 


10 Now David's heart troubled him after he had numbered the people. So David 
said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what | have done. But now, O Lord, please 
take away the iniquity of Your servant, for | have acted very foolishly.” 11 When 
David arose in the morning, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad, David's 
seer, saying, 12 “Go and speak to David, ‘Thus the Lord says, “| am offering you 
three things; choose for yourself one of them, which | will do to you.”’” 13 So Gad 
came to David and told him, and said to him, “Shall seven years of famine come to 
you in your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue 
you? Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land? Now consider and see 
what answer | shall return to Him who sent me.” (2 Samuel 24:1-13 NASB) 


Though David told his prophet/seer Gad that he would prefer God’s punishment to 
that of men, David was greatly troubled on seeing the pestilence sent against the 
people, andbegged God to strike him and his family instead of the people, who were 
guiltless in this matter: “Then David said to Gad, “| am in great distress. Let us now 
fall into the hand of the Lord for His mercies are great, but do not let me fall into the 
hand of man.” 


15 So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning until the appointed 
time, and seventy thousand men of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. 16 
When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord 
relented from the calamity and said to the angel who destroyed the people, “It is 
enough! Now relax your hand!” And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. 17 Then David spoke to the Lord when he saw the angel 
who was striking down the people, and said, “Behold, it is |! who have sinned, and it 
is | who have done wrong; but these sheep, what have they done? Please /et Your 
hand be against me and against my father’s house.” (2 Samuel 24:14-17 NASB) 
David was penitent, and his seer Gad instructed David to build an altar. Perhaps 
God would hear David’s prayer, accept David’s worship, and lift His hand from the 
people. What follows is the subject of one of the few sermons | have preached- on 
the “Threshing Floor”. The threshing floor of Araunah was selected by David as the 
place to build an altar of worship, and David insisted on paying for it. He said that 
he would “not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me nothing” 
(verse 24). The story goes like this as recoded in Scripture: “So Gad came to David 
that day and said to him, “Go up, erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 David went up according to the word of Gad, just as the 


Lord had commanded. 20 Araunah looked down and saw the king and his servants 
crossing over toward him; and Araunah went out and bowed his face to the ground 
before the king. 21 Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his 
servant?” And David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, in order to build an 
altar to the Lord, that the plague may be held back from the people.” 22 Araunah 
said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what is good in his sight. 
Look, the oxen for the burnt offering, the threshing sledges and the yokes of the 
oxen for the wood. 23 Everything, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And Araunah 
said to the king, “May the Lord your God accept you.” 24 However, the king said to 
Araunah, “No, but / will surely buy it from you for a price, for! will not offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord my God which cost me nothing.” So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 David built there an altar 
to the Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. Thus the Lord was 
moved by prayer for the land, and the plague was held back from Israel.” (2 Samuel 
24: 18-25 NASB). 


Some biblical archaeologists believe this threshing floor, located on Mount Moriah, 
was the futire site of the temple and the exact location where Solomon built the 
Holy of Holies. 


Mount Moriah during the Jebusite period. Wheat, barley and other crops were grown on 
the slopes of the mountain. The threshing floor where David built the altar was located a 
little to the east of the top of the mountain, indicated by the small protuberance, where the 
angel stood. This latter location became the place where Solomon built the Holy of Holies 
of his new Temple. (https://www.ritmeyer.com/2014/1 0/2 7/the-temple-mount-in-jerusalem- 
during-the-jebusite-period/) 


And so the Lord had mercy on David and His people, and the plague ended. David's 


journey on the earth is nearly over. He will have time only to help select a fitting 
successor to the throne, which we will see in 1 Kings. 


April 21, 2019 1 Kings 1-2:25 


There are seceral ways to determine if someone is still functional and “present”. 
The classis “mirror under the nostrils” determines if a person is still breathing from 
the exhaled moisture. The people attending David tried a clever (and practical) 
test. Would the king respond to a beautiful girl in bed with him? David dd not 
respond sexually, but the girl served as his nurse: “Now King David was old, 
advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he could not keep warm. 2 
So his servants said to him, “Let them seek a young virgin for my lord the king, and 
let her attend the king and become his nurse; and let her lie in your bosom, that my 
lord the king may keep warm.” 3 So they searched for a beautiful girl throughout all 
the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the 
king. 4 The girl was very beautiful; and she became the king’s nurse and served 
him, but the king did not cohabit with her.” (1 Kings 1:1-4 NASB) 


Meanwhile Adonijah, one of David’s sons, was assembling power and influence to 
rule once David had left the earth. He went through a ritual sacrifice, but ignored 
the king’s wishes and promise to Bathsheba that Solomon would be the next king 
after David. Adonijah made two critical mistakes: 1) he “exalted” himself; and 2) he 
did not include Nathan and the priests with him to bless his ascendance to power. 
As the Scriptures teach us “the one who exalts himself will be hubled” (Matthew 
23:12), and Adonijah was no exception: “Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted 
himself, saying, “I will be king.” So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen 
with fifty men to run before him. 6 His father had never crossed him at any time by 
asking, “Why have you done so?” And he was also a very handsome man, and he 
was born after Absalom. 7 He had conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with 
Abiathar the priest; and following Adonijah they helped him. 8 But Zadok the priest, 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men 
who belonged to David, were not with Adonijah. 


9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which is 
beside En-rogel; and he invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of 
Judah, the king’s servants. 10 But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, 
the mighty men, and Solomon his brother.” (1 Kings 1:5-10 NASB) 


Once Nathan the prophet determined that Solomon was the king’s (and the Lord’s) 
choice for David’s successor, then Solomon was given the approval of the priests 
and the rebellion was put down in its infancy. The Bible tells it this way: “Then King 
David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada.” And they came into the king’s presence. 33 The king said to them, 
“Take with you the servants of your lord, and have my son Solomon ride on my own 
mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 34 Let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet 
anoint him there as king over Israel, and blow the trumpet and say, ‘Long live King 
Solomon!’ 35 Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my 
throne and be king in my place; for | have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and 
Judah.” 36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, “Amen! Thus 
may the Lord, the God of my lord the king, say. 37 As the Lord has been with my 
lord the king, so may He be with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the 
throne of my lord King David!” 


38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David’s 


mule, and brought him to Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest then took the horn of oil from 
the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people 
said, “Long live King Solomon!” 40 All the people went up after him, and the people 
were playing on flutes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth shook at their 
noise. 


41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished 
eating. When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, “Why is the city making 
such an uproar?” 42 While he was still soeaking, behold, Jonathan the son of 
Abiathar the priest came. Then Adonijah said, “Come in, for you are a valiant man 
and bring good news.” 43 


kingdom. 47 Moreover, the king’s servants came to bless our lord King David, 
saying, ‘May your God make the name of Solomon better than your name and his 
throne greater than your throne!’ And the king bowed himself on the bed. 48 The 
king has also said thus, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has granted one 
to sit on my throne today while my own eyes see it.’” 


49 Then all the guests of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each went on 
his way. 50 


53 So King 
Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and 
prostrated himself before King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, “Go to your 
house.” (1 Kings 1:32-53 NASB) 


David then charges Solomon to be worthy of hos anointing and to rule wisely and 
stay ever close to God. The “onel last thing” David remembers is to punish Simei, 
who had cursed David earlier. David’s promise to spare Shimei dies with him: “As 
David's time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying, 2 “| am going 
the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man. 3 Keep the 
charge of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 
commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what Is written in 
the Law of Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn, 4 
so that the Lord may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning me, saying, 
‘If your sons are careful of their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart 
and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 


5 “Now you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, what he did to the 
two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner, and to Amasa the 
son of Jether, whom he killed; he also shed the blood of war in peace. And he put 


the blood of war on his belt about his waist, and on his sandals on his feet. 6 So act 
according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair go down to Sheol in peace. 7 
But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among 
those who eat at your table; for they assisted me when | fled from Absalom your 
brother. 8 


Mahanaim. But when he came down to me at the Jordan, | swore to him by the Lord, 
saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’ 9 Now therefore, do not let him 

go unpunished, 
him, and you will bring his gray hair down to Sheol with blood.” (1 Kings 2:1-9) 


Already David is aware of Solomon’s gift of wisdom. We will see much more 
evidence of this wisdom later in the Scriptures. 


David then leaves the earth, and is mourned as the great and Godly king that he 
was: “Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 11 The 
days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years he reigned in 
Hebron and thirty-three years he reigned in Jerusalem. 12 And Solomon sat on the 
throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.” (21 Kings 2:10- 
12 NASB) 


For Solomon to reign and be in command of his family as well as the people, his 
chief rival Adonijah must be removed. When Adonijah requests that Abishag be 
given to him as a wife, he wisely chose Bathsheba to make the requat to Solomon - 
her son- for him. Solomon immediately recognized this request as a “test” of his 
power., and ordered his rival/brother executed: “Now Adonijah the son of Haggith 
came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, “Do you come 
peacefully?” And he said, “Peacefully.” 14 Then he said, “| have something to say to 
you.” And she said, “Speak.” 15 So he said, “You know that the kingdom was mine 
and that all Israel expected me to be king; however, the kingdom has turned about 
and become my brother’s, for it was his from the Lord. 16 Now 1am making one 
request of you; do not refuse me.” And she said to him, “Speak.” 17 Then he said, 
“Please speak to Solomon the king, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me 
Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.” 18 Bathsheba said, “Very well; | will speak to 
the king for you.” 


So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king 
arose to meet her, bowed before her, and sat on his throne; then he had a throne 
set for the king’s mother, and she sat on his right. 20 Then she said, “| am making 
one small request of you; do not refuse me.” And the king said to her, “Ask, my 
mother, for | will not refuse you.” 21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be 


given to Adonijah your brother as a wife.” 22 King Solomon answered and said to 
his mother, “And why are you asking Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for 


against his own life. 24 Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has established me 
and set me on the throne of David my father and who has made me a house as He 


promised, surely Adonijah shall be put to death today.” 25 So King Solomon sent 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him so that he died.” (1 Kings 2:13-25 
NASB) 


So why did Solomon respond so dramatically to this “innocent” request? A very 
good treatment of this question is found in the website “Got Questions?” 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/Solomon-Adonijah-Abishag.html). Abishag was the 
beautiful “attendant” to David, and by requesting her as wife Adonijah was asking 
for access to what might be regarded as David’s “concubine”. Solomon wa wise 
and understood that Adonijah was really attemting to begin undermining his half 
brother’s authority, and that this undermining could only be stopped with Adonijah’s 
death. Further useful discussion can be found at this website: 
(https://nermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/20462/why-did-king-solomon- 
have-adonijah-killed). 
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Solomon then dispensed of Abiathar as priest, in completion of the Lord’s 
pronouncement earlier: “So Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the 
Lord, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord, which He had spoken concerning the 
house of Eli in Shiloh.” (1 Kings 2:27 NASB). 


And now it was Joab’s turn to pay the price for his rebellion with Absalom. Solomon 
sent Beniaih to execute Joab for his unfaithfulness and treachery, and Joab sought 
refuge in the temple, and clung to the altar for refuge: “/t was told King Solomon 
that Joab had fled to the tent of the Lord, and behold, he is beside the altar. Then 
Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, fall upon him.” 30 So 
Benaiah came to the tent of the Lord and said to him, “Thus the king has said, 
‘Come out.’” But he said, “No, for! will die here.” And Benaiah brought the king 
word again, saying, “Thus spoke Joab, and thus he answered me.” 31 The king said 
to him, “Do as he has spoken and fall upon him and bury him, that you may remove 
from me and from my father’s house the blood which Joab shed without cause. 32 
The Lord will return his blood on his own head, because he fell upon two men more 
righteous and better than he and killed them with the sword, while my father David 
did not know it: Abner the son of Ner, commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa 
the son of Jether, commander of the army of Judah. 33 So shall their blood return on 
the head of Joab and on the head of his descendants forever; but to David and his 
descendants and his house and his throne, may there be peace from the Lord 


forever.” 34 Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and fell upon him and put 
him to death, and he was buried at his own house in the wilderness. 35 The king 
appointed Benaiah the son of Jehoiada over the army in his place, and the king 


appointed Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.” (1 Kings 2:29-35 NASB) 


The consolidation of power is now complete, as Solomon takes vengeance on 
Shimei, who cursed Solomon’s father David: “/t was told Solomon that Shimei had 
gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and had returned. 42 So the king sent and called for 
Shimei and said to him, “Did | not make you swear by the Lord and solemnly warn 
you, saying, ‘You will know for certain that on the day you depart and go anywhere, 
you shall surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The word which | have heard is good.’ 43 


Why then have you not kept the oath of the Lord, and the command which | have 
laid on you?” 44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know all the evil which you 
acknowledge in your heart, which you did to my father David; therefore the Lord 
shall return your evil on your own head. 45 But King Solomon shall be blessed, and 
the throne of David shall be established before the Lord forever.” 46 So the king 
commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he went out and fell upon him so that 
he died. 


Thus the kingdom was established in the hands of Solomon.” (2 Kings 2:41-46 
NASB) 


The glorious rule of Solomon was perhaps the zenith of earthly Israel. The enemies 
of God’s people were conquered or subdued, a talented, wise and Godly king was in 
power, the army was strong, and the land enjoyed prosperity. However, the seeds 
of the destruction of Solomon’s amazing reign were sowed at the very beginning. 
Solomon chose to marry for “political” reasons, making maririage alliance with his 
possible rivals. His reasoning was somewhat sound- it would be much more difficult 
for a rival to attack the husband of his own daughter. However wise this was in a 
secuar sense, Spiritually it led Solomon into compromise with pagan worship. AS 
noted in 1 Kings 3, Solomon still worshipped in te “high places”. The Scripture tells 
us: “Then Solomon formed a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took 

until he had finished 
building his own house and the house of the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem. 2 
The people were still sacrificing on the high places, because there was no house 
built for the name of the Lord until those days. 


3 Now Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except 
he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; Solomon offered a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. 5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at 
night; and God said, “Ask what you wish Me to give you.” (1 Kings 3:1-5 NASB) 


Goid shows His patience with Solomon, and asks Solomon which gift that God might 
give him: “Then Solomon said, “You have shown great lovingkindness to Your 
servant David my father, according as he walked before You in truth and 
righteousness and uprightness of heart toward You; and You have reserved for him 
this great lovingkindness, that You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is 
this day. 7 Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king in place of my 
father David, yet |am but a little child; |do not know how to go out or come in. 8 
Your servant is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, a great people 
who are too many to be numbered or counted. 9 


For 


who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” 


like you arise after you. 13 | have also given you what you have not asked, both 
riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your 


days. 14 If you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, as your 
father David walked, then | will prolong your days.” 


15 Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem 
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered burnt offerings 
and made peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.” (2 Kings 3:6-15 
NASB) 


Solomon's wisdom would soon be tested in a dispute between two mothers over a 
child: “Then two women who were harlots came to the king and stood before him. 
17 The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, this woman and | live in the same house; and 
| gave birth to a child while she was in the house. 18 It happened on the third day 
after | gave birth, that this woman also gave birth to a child, and we were together. 
There was no stranger with us in the house, only the two of us in the house. 19 This 
woman's son died in the night, because she lay on it. 20 So she arose in the middle 
of the night and took my son from beside me while your maidservant slept, and laid 
him in her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom, 21 When | rose in the 
morning to nurse my son, behold, he was dead; but when | looked at him carefully 
in the morning, behold, he was not my son, whom | had borne.” 22 Then the other 
woman said, “No! For the living one is my son, and the dead one Is your son.” But 
the first woman said, “No! For the dead one is your son, and the living one is my 
son.” Thus they spoke before the king. 


23 Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son who is living, and your son is 
the dead one’, and the other says, ‘No! For your son is the dead one, and my son is 
the living one.’” 24 The king said, “Get me a sword.” So they brought a sword 
before the king. 25 The king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one and half to the other.” 26 Then the woman whose child was the living one 
spoke to the king, for she was deeply stirred over her son and said, “Oh, my lord, 
give her the living child, and by no means kill him.” But the other said, “He shall be 
neither mine nor yours; divide him!” 27 Then the king said, “Give the first woman 
the living child, and by no means kill him. She is his mother.” 28 When all Israel 


heard of the judgment which the king had handed down, they feared the king, for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice.” (1 Kings 3:16-28 


NASB) 


In the “children’s version” of this story the women were not presented as “harlots”! 


The Judgment of Solomon Nicolas Poussin 


Solomon displayed his administrative genius in appointing deputies to provide for 
the king and his company: “Solomon had twelve deputies over all Israel, who 
provided for the king and his household; each man had to provide for a month in 
the year.” (1 Kings 4:7 NASB). 


Solomon’s wisdom was legendary, as well as his prolifi writing. He was a widely 
sought counsel among the rulers of the earth. What could possibly go wrong? The 
Scripture describes it this way: “/udah and Israel were as numerous as the sand that 
is on the seashore in abundance; they were eating and drinking and rejoicing. 


21 Now Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the 
Philistines and to the border of Egypt; they brought tribute and served Solomon all 
the days of his life. 


22 Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty kors of fine flour and sixty kors of 
meal, 23 ten fat oxen, twenty pasture-fed oxen, a hundred sheep besides deer, 
gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl. 24 For he had dominion over everything west 
of the River, from Tiphsah even to Gaza, over all the kings west of the River; and he 
had peace on all sides around about him. 25 So Judah and Israel lived in safety, 
every man under his vine and his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days 
of Solomon. 26 Solomon had 40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 
horsemen. 27 Those deputies provided for King Solomon and all who came to King 
Solomon's table, each in his month; they left nothing lacking. 28 They also brought 


barley and straw for the horses and swift steeds to the place where it should be, 
each according to his charge. 


29 Now God gave Solomon wisdom and very great discernment and breadth of 
mind, like the sand that is on the seashore. 30 Solomon's wisdom surpassed the 
wisdom of all the sons of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser 
than all men, than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol; 
and his fame was known in all the surrounding nations. 32 He also spoke 3,000 


34 Men came from all peoples to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom.” 
(2 Kings 4:20-34 NASB) 


The "what could go wrong” answer is the same for Solomon as it is for all of us- 
original sin. Solomon trusted in his own wisdom- cleartly a great gift from God- and 
gradually became less and less sensitive to God’s call and claim on his life. Despite 
building a magnificent Temple, and building God’s people into a great nation, he 
still was a flawed and sinful man who ultimately forgot his God- allowing the voice of 
God to be crowded out by the practices and beliefs of his pagan wives. For further 


discussion, please see (https://thebibleproject.com/blog/solomon-love-hate/) 
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Now the time had come for Solomon to build the Temple. This task had been 
denied to David since he wa a warrior king, but the peace that followed Solomon 
was suffuicent for this important task to begin. Hiram of Tyre, David's fiend, 
volunteered to trace cedar for foodstuffs, and used his ships to send the cedar to 
Israel: “When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and said, 
“Blessed be the Lord today, who has given to David a wise son over this great 
people.” 8 So Hiram sent word to Solomon, saying, “| have heard the message 
which you have sent me; | will do what you desire concerning the cedar and cypress 
timber. 9 My servants will bring them down from Lebanon to the sea; and | will 
make them into rafts to go by sea to the place where you direct me, and! will have 
them broken up there, and you shall carry them away. Then you shall accomplish 
my desire by giving food to my household.” 10 So Hiram gave Solomon as much as 
he desired of the cedar and cypress timber. 11 Solomon then gave Hiram 20,000 
kors of wheat as food for his household, and twenty kors of beaten oil; thus Solomon 
would give Hiram year by year. 12 The Lord gave wisdom to Solomon, just as He 
promised him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of 
them made a covenant.” (2 Kings 5:7-12 NASB) 


A great labof force was conscripted, and the long project began: “Now King Solomon 
levied forced laborers from all Israel; and the forced laborers numbered 30,000 
men. 14 He sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month in relays; they were in Lebanon 
a month and two months at home. And Adoniram was over the forced laborers. 15 
Now Solomon had 70,000 transporters, and 80,000 hewers of stone in the 
mountains, 16 besides Solomon's 3,300 chief deputies who were over the project 
and who ruled over the people who were doing the work. 17 Then the king 


commanded, and they quarried great stones, costly stones, to lay the foundation of 
the house with cut stones. 18 So Solomon's builders and Hiram’s builders and the 
Gebalites cut them, and prepared the timbers and the stones to build the house.” (1 
Kings 5:13-18 NASB) 


The “house” as the Scritures calls it, was grand in scope and size, and only the best 
building materials were used. The stonework was done off site, in reverence of the 
Temple that was being constructed. This is in keeping with God’s commands for 
building His altar (Exodus 20:25): “Now it came about in the four hundred and 
eightieth year after the sons of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth 
year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv which is the second month, 
that he began to build the house of the Lord. 2 As for the house which King Solomon 
built for the Lord, its length was sixty cubits and its width twenty cubits and its 
height thirty cubits. 3 The porch in front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits 
in length, corresponding to the width of the house, and its depth along the front of 
the house was ten cubits. 4 Also for the house he made windows with artistic 
frames. 5 Against the wall of the house he built stories encompassing the walls of 
the house around both the nave and the inner sanctuary; thus he made side 
chambers all around. 6 The lowest story was five cubits wide, and the middle was 
six cubits wide, and the third was seven cubits wide; for on the outside he made 
offsets in the wall of the house all around in order that the beams would not be 
inserted in the walls of the house.” 


7 The house, while it was being built, was built of stone prepared at the quarry, and 
there was neither hammer nor axe nor any iron tool heard in the house while it was 
being built. (2 Kings 6:1-7 NASB) 


Gold was everywhere- precious, beautiful and enduring- a constant reminder of the 
priceless gift of God’s presence among His people: “So Solomon built the house and 
finished it. 15 Then he built the walls of the house on the inside with boards of 
cedar; from the floor of the house to the ceiling he overlaid the walls on the inside 
with wood, and he overlaid the floor of the house with boards of cypress. 16 He built 
twenty cubits on the rear part of the house with boards of cedar from the floor to 
the ceiling; he built them for it on the inside as an inner sanctuary, even as the 
most holy place. 17 The house, that is, the nave in front of the inner sanctuary, was 
forty cubits long. 18 There was cedar on the house within, carved in the shape of 
gourds and open flowers; all was cedar, there was no stone seen. 19 Then he 
prepared an inner sanctuary within the house in order to place there the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord. 20 The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits in length, twenty 
cubits in width, and twenty cubits in height, and he overlaid it with pure gold. He 
also overlaid the altar with cedar. 21 So Solomon overlaid the inside of the house 
with pure gold. And he drew chains of gold across the front of the inner sanctuary, 
and he overlaid it with gold. 22 He overlaid the whole house with gold, until all the 
house was finished. Also the whole altar which was by the inner sanctuary he 
overlaid with gold. 


23 Also in the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits 
high. 24 Five cubits was the one wing of the cherub and five cubits the other wing of 


the cherub; from the end of one wing to the end of the other wing were ten cubits. 
25 The other cherub was ten cubits; both the cherubim were of the same measure 
and the same form. 26 The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was the 
other cherub. 27 He placed the cherubim in the midst of the inner house, and the 
wings of the cherubim were spread out, so that the wing of the one was touching 
the one wall, and the wing of the other cherub was touching the other wall. So their 
wings were touching each other in the center of the house. 28 He also overlaid the 
cherubim with gold. 


29 Then he carved all the walls of the house round about with carved engravings of 
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, inner and outer sanctuaries. 30 He overlaid 
the floor of the house with gold, inner and outer sanctuaries.” (1 Kings 6:14-30 
NASB) 


The construction required seven years to complete: “/n the fourth year the 
foundation of the house of the LORD was /aid, in the month of Ziv. 38 In the 
eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was 
finished throughout all its parts and according to all its plans. So he was seven 
years in building it.” (2 Kings 6:37-38 NASB) 


Why did the project require seven years? Was this a reflection of a lack of focus or 
emphasis, or was this simply a reflection of the care and craftsmanship that was 
offered to God? The commentary is divided in opinion about this question. (See 
http://www.tektonics.org/Ip/longconstruct.php), especially since Solomon took 
thirteen years to complete his own “house (https://biblehub.com/1_kings/7-1.htm) 


The Enduring Word commentary also places emphasis on the God of the Temple 
being forgotten and the Temple of God glorified. (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/1-kings-6/). This is the trap that we fall into sometimes when we build 
beautiful and imposing structures to God. The recent burning of the cathedral of 
Notre Dame shows how fraigile even the most imposing structures can be. 


Solomon’s own “house” was also extravagant, and Solomon made certain that the 
Pharaoh’s daughter had her own “suite”: “Now Solomon was building 

, and he finished all his house. 2 He built the house of the forest of 
Lebanon, its length was 100 cubits and its width 50 cubits and its height 30 cubits, 
on four rows of cedar pillars with cedar beams on the pillars. 3 It was paneled with 
cedar above the side chambers which were on the 45 pillars, 15 in each row. 4 
There were artistic window frames in three rows, and window was opposite window 
in three ranks. 5 All the doorways and doorposts had squared artistic frames, and 
window was opposite window in three ranks. 


6 Then he made the hall of pillars; its length was 50 cubits and its width 30 cubits, 
and a porch was in front of them and pillars and a threshold in front of them. 


7 He made the hall of the throne where he was to judge, the hall of judgment, and it 
was paneled with cedar from floor to floor. 


8 His house where he was to live, the other court inward from the hall, was of the 
same workmanship. 
” (1 Kings 7:1-8 NASB) 


Hiram of Tyre (not to be confused with King Hiram) was a metalworker and an 
artisan in metals, and di some spectacular work for Solomon in creating the 
appointments for the Temple: “Now King Solomon sent and brought Hiram from 
Tyre. 14 He was a widow’s son from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man 
of Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was filled with wisdom and understanding and 
skill for doing any work in bronze. So he came to King Solomon and performed all 
his work. 


15 He fashioned the two pillars of bronze; eighteen cubits was the height of one 
pillar, and a line of twelve cubits measured the circumference of both. 16 He also 
made two capitals of molten bronze to set on the tops of the pillars; the height of 
the one capital was five cubits and the height of the other capital was five cubits. 17 
There were nets of network and twisted threads of chainwork for the capitals which 
were on the top of the pillars; seven for the one capital and seven for the other 
capital.” (1 Kings 7:13-17 NASB). 


Finally the work on the Temple was complete, and the time for dedication had 

come. God’s “house” which for years was a temporary and mobile “tent”, was now 
ready for worship: “Thus all the work that King Solomon performed in the house of 
the Lord was finished. 


(2 Kings 7:51) 
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The Ark is now brought to the newly constructed Temple. The priests carry the Ark 
in, and “multiple” sacrifices are made to the Lord. The utensils and other items are 
brought with it, and the result is spectacular- the glory of the Lord fills the Temple: 
”“Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, into the 
inner sanctuary of the house, to the most holy place, under the wings of the 
cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, and the 
cherubim made a covering over the ark and its poles from above. 8 But the poles 
were so long that the ends of the poles could be seen from the holy place before the 
inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen outside; they are there to this day. 9 
There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put there 
at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the sons of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt. 10 


Lord.” (1 Kings 8:6-11 NASB) 


This is clearly God’s affirmation of the construction and use of the Temple! The 
people were almost certainly awestruck and deeply moved, but the human nature 
of all of us does not “stay impressed”- we move on with our lives and essentially 
ask God “What have You done for me lately?” This partially explains how quickly 
even those miraculously healed forgot the gratefulness and awe they felt on their 
healing. Jesus’ healing of the ten lepers illustrates this point: “Now on his way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he 
was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a 
distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 


14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they 
went, they were cleansed. 


15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud 
voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 


17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no 
one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 
“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” (Luke 17 11-19 NIV) 


Where were the other nine? They went on their way, never showing the true 
gratitude that should have accompanied their miraculousaling and their new lives 
as “clean” men! 


Then Solomon addresses the people- who are standing- and reminds them of the 
history of the building of God’s Temple: “Then the king faced about and blessed all 
the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was standing. 15 He said, 
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who spoke with His mouth to my father 


David and has fulfilled it with His hand, saying, 16 ‘Since the day that | brought My 
people Israel from Egypt, | did not choose a city out of all the tribes of Israel in 
which to build a house that My name might be there, but | chose David to be over 
My people Israel.’ 17 Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a house for 
the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 18 But the Lord said to my father David, 
‘Because it was in your heart to build a house for My name, you did well that it was 
in your heart. 19 Nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son who will 
be born to you, he will build the house for My name.’ 20 Now the Lord has fulfilled 
His word which He spoke; for | have risen in place of my father David and sit on the 
throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built the house for the name of the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 21 There | have set a place for the ark, in which is the 
covenant of the Lord, which He made with our fathers when He brought them from 
the land of Egypt.” (1 Kings 8:14-21 NASB) 


Solomon then prays a long prayer, almost a “sermon”, and outlines for the people 
the ways that G heas deakt with them and will continue to deal with them- a sinful 
people. Solomon concludes his prayer with a warning about the consequences of 
sin: “When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin) and You are 
angry with them and deliver them to an enemy, so that they take them away 
captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near; 47 if they take thought in the land 
where they have been taken captive, and repent and make supplication to You in 
the land of those who have taken them captive, saying, ‘We have sinned and have 
committed iniquity, we have acted wickedly’; 48 if they return to You with all their 
heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies who have taken them 
captive, and pray to You toward their land which You have given to their fathers, 
the city which You have chosen, and the house which | have built for Your name; 49 
then hear their prayer and their supplication in heaven Your dwelling place, and 
maintain their cause, 50 and forgive Your people who have sinned against You and 
all their transgressions which they have transgressed against You, and make them 
objects of compassion before those who have taken them captive, that they may 
have compassion on them 51 (for they are Your people and Your inheritance which 
You have brought forth from Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace), 52 that Your 
eyes may be open to the supplication of Your servant and to the supplication of 
Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they call to You. 53 For You have 
separated them from all the peoples of the earth as Your inheritance, as You spoke 
through Moses Your servant, when You brought our fathers forth from Egypt, O Lord 
God.” (1 Kings 8:46-53 NASB) 


In the midst of punishment, there is a “gospel of forgiveness”- Solomon knows that 
God will forgive and restore those who truly and sincerely repent- turn around from 
the direction they were going- an approach the Lord humbly. How ironin for 
Solomon to utter these words, for is is Solomon’s own sin of turning away from the 
Lord that leads to later destruction and eventual captivity! 


Solomon then gives a beautiful benediction: “Blessed be the Lord, who has given 
rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed 
of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant. 57 May the 
Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; may He not leave us or forsake 


us, 58 that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways and to keep 
His commandments and His statutes and His ordinances, which He commanded our 
fathers. 59 And may these words of mine, with which | have made supplication 
before the Lord, be near to the Lord our God day and night, that He may maintain 
the cause of His servant and the [ah]cause of His people Israel, [aijas each day 
requires, 60 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God; 
there is no one else. 61 Let your heart therefore be [aj]wholly devoted to the Lord 
our God, to walk in His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day.” (1 
Kings 8:56-61 NASB) 


Then the king and the people offer extravagant sacrifices and celebrate for 14 days: 
“Now the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifice before the Lord. 63 Solomon 
offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the Lord, 22,000 
oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the sons of Israel dedicated the house 
of the Lord. 64 On the same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that 
was before the house of the Lord, because there he [ak]Joffered the burnt offering 
and the grain offering and the fat of the peace offerings; for the bronze altar that 
was before the Lord was too small to hold the burnt offering and the grain offering 
and the fat of the peace offerings. 


65 So Solomon observed the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great 
assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt, before the Lord our 
God, for seven days and seven more days, even fourteen days. 66 On the eighth 
day he sent the people away and they blessed the king. Then they went to their 
tents joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the Lord had [al]shown to 
David His servant and to Israel His people.” (1 Kings 8: 62-66 NASB) 


If only sacrifices were enough. God teaches us in the Scriptures that He desires our 
hearts, our obedience, and our love and devotion. Several passages come to mind: 


"The multitude of your sacrifices-- what are they to me?" says the LORD. "“/ have 
more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; | have 
no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.” (Isaiah 1:11 NIV) 


“But Samuel declared: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as 
much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, obedience is better than 
sacrifice, and attentiveness is better than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22 NIV) 


To do righteousness and justice is more desirable to the LORD than sacrifice. 
(Proverbs 21:3 NIV) 


And Jesus Himself instructed us: Jesus then admonished the Pharisees. “Go and 
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice’” (Matthew 9:13 NIV quoting 


Hosea) 


April 24, 2019 2 Kings 9-11 


A blessing and a warning...God appears to Solomon, and communicates clearly both 
the blessings of following Him and the disastrous consequences of disobedience: 


“When Solomon had finished building the temple of the Lord and the royal palace, 
and had achieved all he had desired to do, 2 the Lord appeared to him a second 
time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The Lord said to him: 


“I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; | have consecrated 
this temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and 
my heart will always be there. 


8 This temple will become a heap of rubble. All 
who pass by will be appalled and will scoff and say, ‘Why has the Lord done such a 
thing to this land and to this temple?’ 9 People will answer, ‘Because they have 
forsaken the Lord their God, who brought their ancestors out of Egypt, and have 
embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them—that is why the Lord brought 
all this disaster on them.’” (1 Kings 9:1-9 NIV) 


The tragic fact is that the Temple did become rubble, and the people of God 
abandoned their true worship and devotion after becoming ensnared- as Solomon 
did- with the “gods” of the pagans living around and with them. Already we can see 
that Solomon sacrificed three times a year as part of the worship “obligation”... 
worship not from the heart dishonors God: “There were still people left from the 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites (these peoples were not 
Israelites). 21 Solomon conscripted the descendants of all these peoples remaining 
in the land—whom the Israelites could not exterminate—to serve as slave labor, as 
it is to this day. 22 But Solomon did not make slaves of any of the Israelites; they 
were his fighting men, his government officials, his officers, his captains, and the 
commanders of his chariots and charioteers. 23 They were also the chief officials in 
charge of Solomon’s projects—550 officials supervising those who did the work. 


24 After Pharaoh’s daughter had come up from the City of David to the palace 
Solomon had built for her, he constructed the terraces. 


25 Three times a year Solomon sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings on 
the altar he had built for the Lord, burning incense before the Lord along with them, 
(1 Kings 9:20-25 NIV) 


Solomon's fame and wealth were fmous in the ancient world. He was visited by 

many seeking knowledge and wisdom, most notably by the Queem of Sheba. 

Please see (https://www.ancient.eu/article/478/the-queen-of-sheba-a-queen-of- 
egypt-and-ethiopia/) The Queen and her retinue were entertained and received with 


lavish banquest and celebration, and the Queen was very impressed with Solomon 
and his court: “Then she said to the king, “It was a true report which | heard in my 
own land about your words and your wisdom. 7 Nevertheless | did not believe the 
reports, until | came and my eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. 
You exceed in wisdom and prosperity the report which | heard. 8 How blessed are 
your men, how blessed are these your servants who stand before you continually 


and hear your wisdom. 9 Blessed be the Lord your God who delighted in you to set 
you on the throne of Israel; because the Lord loved Israel forever, therefore He 
made you king, to do justice and righteousness.” 10 She gave the king a hundred 


and twenty talents of gold, and a very great amount of spices and precious stones. 
Never again did such abundance of spices come in as that which the queen of 
Sheba gave King Solomon.” (1 Kings 10:6-10 NASB) 


Solomon, despite his half hearted worship and turning away from God as the center 
of his life, still was a witness to the Queen of the magnificence, wisdom abd glory of 
the true God! 


BY the world’s standards, Solomon was greatest and literally “had it made”. His 
weath and power were legendary, yet he is a tragic figure and an example of a 
heart not filled with God but with self and self-importance. How we fall short when 
we abandon the true source of our strength, wisdom, power, victory and salvation! 
Solom’s wealth was almost indescribable: 


horses, and mules, so much year by year.” (1 Kings 10:23-25 NASB) 


Wealth and wisdom will never substitute for a heart filled with God and His Spirit. 
The Scriptures describe Solomon’s turning away in 1 Kings 11. | have wondered if 
Solomon turned away so gradually, and over such a long time that he was unaware 
of the profound change in his own heart. The Scriptures teach us that the heart is 


deceptive: “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who 


can understand it?” (Jeremian 17:9 NASB) 


The immediate cause of Solomon’s leaving the true worship and focus on God was 
his many wives- legendary in their number: “Now King Solomon loved many foreign 
women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, 
and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the 
sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, 
for they will surely turn your heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to 


these in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 
concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 4 For when Solomon was old, his 
wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted 
to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5 For Solomon went 
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom the detestable idol of 
the Ammonites. 6 

7 Then Solomon built a high 
place for Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, on the mountain which is east of 


Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon. 8 Thus also he 
did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.” (1 
Kings 11:1-8 NASB) 


God’s response- and punishment- was to “tear the kingdom away” from Solomon, 
until there was only a remnant- Judah. God did this in His own words “for the sake 
of... David”, who had served Him with his whole heart: “Now the Lord was angry 
with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, 
that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the Lord had 
commanded. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and you 
have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which | have commanded you, | will 
surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant. 12 Nevertheless | 
will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but | will tear it out of 
the hand of your son. 13 However, | will not tear away all the kingdom, but ! will 
give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of 
Jerusalem which | have chosen.” (1 Kings 11:9-13 NASB) 


God then raised up adversaries to Solomon:- Hadad, the Edomite; Rezon from 
Damascus, and Jereboam the Ephriamite who fled to Egypt until Solomon’s death: 
“Then the Lord raised up an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of 
the royal line in Edom. 15 For it came about, when David was in Edom, and Joab the 
commander of the army had gone up to bury the slain, and had struck down every 
male in Edom 16 (for Joab and all Israel stayed there six months, until he had cut off 
every male in Edom), 17 that Hadad fled to Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his 
father’s servants with him, while Hadad was a young boy. 18 They arose from 
Midian and came to Paran; and they took men with them from Paran and came to 
Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house and assigned him food and 
gave him land. 19 Now Hadad found great favor before Pharaoh, so that he gave 
him in marriage the sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 20 The 
sister of Tahpenes bore his son Genubath, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house; and Genubath was in Pharaoh’s house among the sons of Pharaoh. 21 But 
when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his fathers and that Joab the 
commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Send me away, that | 
may go to my own country.” 22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have you 
lacked with me, that behold, you are seeking to go to your own country?” And he 
answered, “Nothing; nevertheless you must surely let me go.” 


23 God also raised up another adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada, who had 
fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah. 24 He gathered men to himself and 
became leader of a marauding band, after David slew them of Zobah; and they 
went to Damascus and stayed there, and reigned in Damascus. 25 So he was an 
adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, along with the evil that Hadad did; and 
he abhorred Israel and reigned over Aram. 


26 Then Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, Solomon’s servant, 
whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against the king. 27 Now 
this was the reason why he rebelled against the king: Solomon built the Millo, and 


closed up the breach of the city of his father David. 28 Now the man Jeroboam was 
a valiant warrior, and when Solomon saw that the young man was industrious, he 
appointed him over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph. 29 It came about at 
that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the 
Shilonite found him on the road. Now Ahijah had clothed himself with a new cloak; 
and both of them were alone in the field. 30 Then Ahijah took hold of the new cloak 
which was on him and tore it into twelve pieces. 31 He said to Jeroboam, “Take for 
yourself ten pieces; for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, | will tear the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you ten tribes 32 (but he will have 
one tribe, for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city 
which | have chosen from all the tribes of Israel), 33 because they have forsaken 
Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god 
of Moab, and Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon; and they have not walked in 
My ways, doing what Is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My 


ordinances, as his father David did. 34 Nevertheless | will not take the whole 


ten tribes. 36 But to his son | will give one tribe, that My servant David may have a 
lamp always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where | have chosen for Myself to put 
My name. 37 | will take you, and you shall reign over whatever you desire, and you 
shall be king over Israel. 38 Then it will be, that if you listen to all that | command 
you and walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes 
and My commandments, as My servant David did, then | will be with you and build 
you an enduring house as !| built for David, and | will give Israel to you. 39 Thus | will 
afflict the descendants of David for this, but not always.’” 40 Solomon sought 
therefore to put Jeroboam to death; but Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt to Shishak 
king of Egypt, and he was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.” (1 Kings 11:14-40 
NASB) 


Solomon died, perhapd have accomplished everything and nothing. His power and 
majesty were legendary, his wisdom and writings were a blessing to many- both 
then and now-but his heart had turned from the true God. He could have been like 
the righteous described in Psalm 1: 


“He shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:3) 


The first commandment is key to all the rest, and the foundational beginning of a 
life with God- no other “gods”- whatever or whomever they may be! Solomon’s rise 
and fall are a cautionary tale about the infinite value of righteousness and the 
emptiness of everything else. 
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Now Rehoboam has a choice to make- to rules wisely and lessen the burden on his 
people, or to rule harshly. The impetuous and short sighted approach seemed 
better to Rehoboam, so this is the one he chose- to his undoing: “Then /eroboam 
and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day as the king had directed, 
saying, “Return to me on the third day.” 13 The king answered the people harshly, 
for he forsook the advice of the elders which they had given him, 14 and he spoke 
to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, “My father made your 
yoke heavy, but | will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but | 
will discipline you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to the people; for it 
was a turn of events from the Lord, that He might establish His word, which the Lord 
spoke through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.” (1 Kings 12;12-15 
NASB). We mst remember hat this was God’s doing, as he told Solomon He would 
tear the kingdom away from him, but from his son after Solomon had left the earth. 


Only Judah was left to Rehoboam, and there was rebellion against the House of 
David throughout the land: “When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, 
the people answered the king, saying, 


“What portion do we have in David? 

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; 
To your tents, O Israel! 

Now look after your own house, David!” 


So Israel departed to their tents. 17 But as for the sons of Israel who lived in the 
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 18 Then King Rehoboam sent 
Adoram, who was over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death. And King 
Rehoboam made haste to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has 


20 It came about when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, that they sent 
and called him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel. None but the 
tribe of Judah followed the house of David. 


21 Now when Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of 
Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen men who were warriors, to fight 
against the house of Israel to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 
22 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 23 “Speak to 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house of Judah and 
Benjamin and to the rest of the people, saying, 24 ‘Thus says the Lord, “You must 
not go up and fight against your relatives the sons of Israel; return every man to his 
house, for this thing has come from Me.”’” So they listened to the word of the Lord, 
and returned and went their way according to the word of the Lord.” (1 Kings 12:16- 
24 NASB) 


Jereboam wa no better a king than Rehoboam, for he descended into idolatry, 
providing two golden calves for the people to worship, since the tribe of Judah still 
controlled Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple: “Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the 
hill country of Ephraim, and lived there. And he went out from there and built 
Penuel. 26 Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom will return to the house of 
David. 27 If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at 
Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam 
king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.” 28 So 
the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, “It is too 
much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up 
from the land of Egypt.” 29 He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 30 
Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as 
Dan, 31 And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the 
people who were not of the sons of Levi. 32 Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth 
month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he 
went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had 
made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 
33 Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in 
the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart; and he 
instituted a feast for the sons of Israel and went up to the altar to burn incense.” (1 
Kings 12:25-33 NASB) 


God sends an anonymous man to confront Jereboam, and to announce a prophesy 
about Josiah, which will be fulfilled some 350 years later. Even though the 
anonymous man from God is later deceived and killed, this prophesy must have 
struck fear into Jereboam. However Jereboam, a prototype of the “evil” kings of the 
North Kingdom in divided Israel, still did not repent of his idolatry and sin: “After this 
event Jeroboam did not return from his evil way, but again he made priests of the 
high places from among all the people; any who would, he ordained, to be priests of 
the high places. 34 This event became sin to the house of Jeroboam, even to blot it 
out and destroy it from off the face of the earth.” (2 Kings 13:33-34 NASB). Fora 
detailed exposition and commentary on 1 Kings 13, please see 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-13/). 
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The Lord had very bad news for Jereboam. Because of his idolatry, he would sufer 
the loss of his son, and every male in the northern kingdom would be “cut off” from 
Jereboam, and his rule would have an inglorious end. The only part of this p[assage 
of “doom and gloom” that seems odd is God instructing the blind prophet Ahijah to 
give a “such and such answer”: “But the Lord had told Ahijah, “Jeroboam’s wife is 
coming to ask you about her son, for he is ill, and you are to give her such and such 
an answer. When she arrives, she will pretend to be someone else.” (1 Kings 14;5 
NASB) 


Rehoboam proved to be an evil ruler, who ignored God's prohibitions and 
commands regarding idolatry. He allowed pagan worship and tolerated the worship 


at “high places” during his rule: “Rehoboam son of Solomon was king in Judah. He 
was forty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel in which to put 
his Name. His mother’s name was Naamah; she was an Ammonite. 


25 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem. 26 
He carried off the treasures of the temple of the Lord and the treasures of the royal 
palace. He took everything, including all the gold shields Solomon had made. 27 So 
King Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace them and assigned these to the 
commanders of the guard on duty at the entrance to the royal palace. 28 Whenever 
the king went to the Lord’s temple, the guards bore the shields, and afterward they 
returned them to the guardroom. 


29 As for the other events of Rehoboam’s reign, and all he did, are they not written 
in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? 30 There was continual warfare 
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 31 And Rehoboam rested with his ancestors and 
was buried with them in the City of David. His mother’s name was Naamah; she was 
an Ammonite. And Abijah his son succeeded him as king.” (1 Kings 14:21-31 NASB) 


Abijah was no better a king or closer to the Lord than Rhoboam, and his son Asa 
finally broke the pattern of evil in Judah: “/n the eighteenth year of the reign of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, Abijah became king of Judah, 2 and he reigned in Jerusalem 
three years. His mother’s name was Maakah daughter of Abishalom. 


3 He committed all the sins his father had done before him; his heart was not fully 
devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his forefather had been. 4 
Nevertheless, for David's sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem by 
raising up a son to succeed him and by making Jerusalem strong. 5 For David had 
done what was right in the eyes of the Lord and had not failed to keep any of the 
Lord’s commands all the days of his life—except in the case of Uriah the Hittite. 


6 There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam throughout Abijah’s lifetime. 7 As for 
the other events of Abijah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of 
the annals of the kings of Judah? There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 8 
And Abijah rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David. And Asa 
his son succeeded him as king.” (1 Kings 15:1-8 NASB) 


Abijah tried to reverse and banish the evil practices that had become so 
commonplace in Judah: “/n the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa 
became king of Judah, 10 and he reigned in Jerusalem forty-one years. His 
grandmother's name was Maakah daughter of Abishalom. 


1 


16 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel throughout their reigns. 17 
Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and fortified Ramah to prevent anyone 
from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah. 


18 Asa then took all the silver and gold that was left in the treasuries of the Lord’s 
temple and of his own palace. He entrusted it to his officials and sent them to Ben- 
Hadad son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, the king of Aram, who was ruling in 
Damascus. 19 “Let there be a treaty between me and you,” he said, “as there was 
between my father and your father. See, |!am sending you a gift of silver and gold. 
Now break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he will withdraw from me.” 


20 Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his forces against 
the towns of Israel. He conquered ljon, Dan, Abel Beth Maakah and all Kinnereth in 
addition to Naphtali. 21 When Baasha heard this, he stopped building Ramah and 
withdrew to Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa issued an order to all Judah—no one was 
exempt—and they carried away from Ramah the stones and timber Baasha had 
been using there. With them King Asa built up Geba in Benjamin, and also Mizpah. 


23 As for all the other events of Asa’s reign, all his achievements, all he did and the 
cities he built, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? 
In his old age, however, his feet became diseased. 24 Then Asa rested with his 
ancestors and was buried with them in the city of his father David. And Jehoshaphat 
his son succeeded him as king.” (1 Kings 15:9-24 NASB) 


Meanwhile in the Northern Kingdom, a series of evil kings cme and went. Israel was 
never to have a king who did “right”: “Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of Israel 
in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. 26 He 


27 Baasha son of Ahijah from the tribe of Issachar plotted against him, and he 
struck him down at Gibbethon, a Philistine town, while Nadab and all Israel were 
besieging it. 28 Baasha killed Nadab in the third year of Asa king of Judah and 
succeeded him as king. 


29 


31 As for the other events of Nadab’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in 
the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 32 There was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel throughout their reigns. 


33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha son of Ahijah became king of all 
Israel in Tirzah, and he reigned twenty-four years. 34 He did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, following the ways of Jeroboam and committing the same sin Jeroboam had 
caused Israel to commit.” (1 Kings 15:25-34 NASB) 


April 28, 2019 1 Kings 16-18 


The pattern has now been set- one evil king after the other in Israel- occasionally a 
righteous and good king in Judah. | have wondered how it was possible for God to 
tolerate the idolatry, greed and pagan worship of the leaders of His people for so 
long. There was an end to this in history, as God’s patience finally came to an end 
in the fall of both kingdoms. 


Among the worst and most evil kings in Israel was Ahab, son of Omri. He is 
described this way: “Now Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel in the 
thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel 
in Samaria twenty-two years. 30 Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 
Lord more than all who were before him. 


31 It came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of 


Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of 
the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him. 32 So he erected an altar 
for Baal in the house of Baal which he built in Samaria. 33 Ahab also made the 
Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of 
Israel who were before him. 34 In his days Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho; he laid its 
foundations with the loss of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates with the loss 
of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the Lord, which He spoke by 
Joshua the son of Nun.” (1 Kings 16:29-34 NASB) 


Note that the pronouncement of Joshua a to the curse on anyone rebuilding Jericho 
(Joshua 6:26) was fulfilled here. Please see (https://www.gotquestions.org/Jericho- 


curse.html). 


Since Ahab’s sin was so great and pervasive, God sent His prophet Elijah to 

proclaim His word to Ahab, and to show Ahab that he was not the final authority in 
Israel. Elijah boldly went up against Ahab, and proclaimed that a drought would 
prevail in the land until the prophet put an end to it. The Bible tells us: “Now Elijah 
the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God 
of Israel lives, before whom /| stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these 
years, except by my word.” 2 The word of the Lord came to him, saying, 3 “Go away 
from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east 
of the Jordan. 4 It shall be that you will drink of the brook, and | have commanded 
the ravens to provide for you there.” 5 So he went and did according to the word of 


the Lord, for he went and lived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 6 
The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the 
evening, and he would drink from the brook. 7 It happened after a while that the 
brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.” (1 Kings 17:1-7 NASB). 


Elijah soon learned of the worldly power of Ahab, for he was forced to flee into the 
desert and seek refuge there. God put Elijah to the test as well, putting Elijah 
completely at God’s mercy to provide for him in exile: “Then the word of the Lord 
came to him, saying, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay 
there; behold, | have commanded a widow there to provide for you.” 10 So he arose 
and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow 
was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, “Please get me a little 
water in a jar, that | may drink.” 11 As she was going to get it, he called to her and 
said, “Please bring me a piece of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the Lord 
your God lives, | have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in 
the jar; and behold, |am gathering a few sticks that | may go in and prepare for me 
and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13 Then Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; 
go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it first and bring it 
out to me, and afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son. 14 For 
thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall 
the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain on the face of the 
earth.’” 15 So she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and 
her household ate for many days. 16 The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did 
the jar of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke 
through Elijah.” (1 Kings 17:8-16 NASB) 


God miraculously provided for Elijah while he was in exile! Furthermore, Elijah- 
through the power of God’s Spirit- was able to restore the widow’s son to life. This 
is an important point in our understanding of the whole of Scripture- miraculous 
raising the dead was not confined to the New Covenant. Elijah was able to restore 
the boy’s life: “Now /t came about after these things that the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, became sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was 
no breath left in him. 18 So she said to Elijah, “What do | have to do with you, O 
man of God? You have come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance and to put 
my son to death!” 19 He said to her, “Give me your son.” Then he took him from 
her bosom and carried him up to the upper room where he was living, and laid him 
on his own bed. 20 He called to the Lord and said, “O Lord my God, have You also 
brought calamity to the widow with whom | am staying, by causing her son to die?” 
21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the Lord and 
said, “O Lord my God, | pray You, let this child’s life return to him.” 22 The Lord 
heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he revived. 23 
Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room into the house and 
gave him to his mother; and Elijah said, “See, your son Is alive.” 24 Then the 
woman said to Elijah, “Now | know that you are a man of God and that the word of 
the Lord in your mouth is truth.” (1 Kings 17:17-24 NASB) 


Obadiah, a righteous man (there were a few left in Israel!) was sent to find Elijah. 
Ahab was furious with the prophet, and wanted to see him face to face and 


(perhaps) mete out an appropriate punishment for the famine in the land and the 
humiliation that Ahab must have felt when faced with the limits of his earthly 
power. Obadiah was fearful that Elijah would be killed, but Elijah confidently told 
Obadiah that he would fearlessly appear before the king: “Now as Obadiah was on 
the way, behold, Elijah met him, and he recognized him and fell on his face and 
said, “Is this you, Elijah my master?” 8 He said to him, “It is |. Go, say to your 
master, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.’” 9 He said, “What sin have | committed, that you 
are giving your servant into the hand of Ahab to put me to death? 10 As the Lord 
your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master has not sent to 
search for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here,’ he made the kingdom or nation 
swear that they could not find you. 11 And now you are saying, ‘Go, say to your 
master, “Behold, Elijah is here.”’ 12 It will come about when | leave you that the 
Spirit of the Lord will carry you where | do not know; so when! come and tell Ahab 
and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although | your servant have feared the Lord 
from my youth. 13 Has it not been told to my master what | did when Jezebel killed 
the prophets of the Lord, that | hid a hundred prophets of the Lord by fifties in a 
cave, and provided them with bread and water? 14 And now you are saying, ‘Go, 
say to your master, “Behold, Elijah is here”’; he will then kill me.” 15 Elijah said, “As 
the Lord of hosts lives, before whom | stand, | will surely show myself to him today.” 
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.” (1 
Kings 18:7-16 NASB) 


Ahab’s words to Elijah are telling- he calls Elijah a “troubler of Israel”. The trouble 
certainly was to Israel, as the drought was serious as were the consequences of the 
drought. It seems, however, that Elijah was a troubler of Ahab himself- and this 
probably was the real issue to Ahab. It was Ahab’s power and influence that was at 
stake! The Bible tells us: “When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is this you, you 
troubler of Israel?” 18 He said, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s 
house have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and you 
have followed the Baals. 19 Now then send and gather to me all Israel at Mount 
Carmel, together with 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of the Asherah, who 
eat at Jezebel’s table.” (1 Kings 18:17-19 NASB) 


Elijah courageously puts the blame squarely on Ahab (and his “house”/family) for 
idolatry- following the Baals- and issues a challenge- bring together “all Israel” as 
well as 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah, and meet me at the top 
of Mount Carmel! What transpires is a reflection of Joshua’s words to the people 
earlier- “choose for yourselves today whom you will serve”. Joshua 24:15 NASB: "/f 
it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today 

whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were 
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as 
for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 


For background information on Ball and Asherah, please see 


(https://christianfaith.com/resources/baal-and-asherah). 


The challenge was set: “So Ahab sent a message among all the sons of Israel and 
brought the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah came near to all the 


people and said, “How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people did not answer him a word. 
22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s 
prophets are 450 men. 23 Now let them give us two oxen; and let them choose one 
ox for themselves and cut it up, and place it on the wood, but put no fire under it; 
and | will prepare the other ox and lay it on the wood, and / will not put a fire under 
it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and / will call on the name of the Lord, 
and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” And all the people said, “That is a 
good idea.” (1 Kings 18:20-24 NASB). 


As should be no surprise “Baal” did not answer the please and calling out of his 
“prophets”. Elijah even made fun of the priests, saying: “/t came about at noon, 
that Elijah mocked them and said, “Call out with a loud voice, for he is a god; either 
he is occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs 
to be awakened.” (1 Kings 18:27 NASB) 


Then the God of the universe, the true God, sent fire from heaven, and Elijah 
pursued the false prophets and killed them: “At the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O Lord, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel and that 
!am Your servant and | have done all these things at Your word. 37 Answer me, O 
Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God, and that You 
have turned their heart back again.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed 
the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; 
and they said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God.” 40 Then Elijah said to 
them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them escape.” So they seized 
them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.” (1 
Kings 18:36-40 NASB) 


This did not mark the end of evil in Israel, or the cessation of the insidious and 
seductive influence of the pagan Canaanite gods. It was a victory for the moment, 
but the pervasiveness of evil unfortunately still remained! 


God then sent rain- first in the form of a cloud as small as a “man’s hand”- and 
Elijah was encouraged, strengthened, and ready to further confront the evil king 
Ahab and his equally evil wife- jezebel the queen. The Scriptures tell us: “Now 
Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a 
heavy shower.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top 
of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth and put his face between his knees. 
43 He said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up and 
looked and said, “There is nothing.” And he said, “Go back” seven times. 44 It came 
about at the seventh time, that he said, “Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s hand 
is coming up from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot 
and go down, so that the heavy shower does not stop you.’” 45 In a little while the 
And Ahab rode 
and went to Jezreel. 46 Then the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he girded up 
his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel.” (1 Kings 18:41-46 NASB) 


The Enduring Word commentary on 1 Kings 18 is especially helpful and informative 


here (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-18/) Among the many 


helpful comments are these: 


“Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel”: Elijah 
challenged King Ahab to gather the idol prophets of Baal and Asherah for this 
meeting at Mount Carmel. 


i. “Gather to me all Israel, by their deputies, or heads, or representatives, that they 
may be witnesses of all our transactions.” (Poole) 


ii. 1 Kings 18:36 makes it clear that Elijah did all this at the command of God. This 
wasn’t his clever idea or strategy. This was a God-inspired plan that Elijah obeyed. 


iii. It was important to confront and eliminate these prophets of Baal before God 
sent rain to the land of Israel. It was crucial that everyone understand that the rain 
came from Yahweh, not from Baal. 


“Who eat at Jezebel’s table”: This refers to the fact that these prophets of Baal and 
Asherah were sponsored and supported by the government of Israel, having a 
special patron in the wicked Queen Jezebel. 


i. “Jezebel was not content with a private chapel, nor with her husband’s readiness 
to pay lip-service to Baal; she meant to dethrone the God of Israel, and make her 
Baal the chief deity and her faith in the official state religion.” (Payne) 
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The evil Jezebel (whose name has become synonymous with evil and sleaze) now 
showed her wrath against Elijah, and Elijah fled from her fury: “Now Ahab told 
Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the 
sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to 
me and even more, if |! do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow 
about this time.” 3 And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to 
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. 4 But he himself went 
a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; 
and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, 
take my life, for | am not better than my fathers.” 5 He lay down and slept under a 
juniper tree; and behold, there was an angel touching him, and he said to him, 
“Arise, eat.” 6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 
The angel of the Lord came again a second time and touched him and said, “Arise, 
eat, because the journey is too great for you.” 8 So he arose and ate and drank, and 
went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain 
of God.” (1 Kings 19:1-8 NASB) 


God then asks Elijah an important question- “What are you doing here?”. The 
question goes far beyond geography and purpose, for Elijah had just despaired of 
his life and wearied of opposing the kimg and queen and their enormous power. 
God asks each of us the same question....and hopes- | am sure- that we have a 
purposeful and resolute answer to his question. The Scripture tells us: “Then he 
came there to a cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He said, “I have 
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have 
forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the 
sword. And | alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” 


11 So He said, “Go forth and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, 
the Lord was passing by! And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains 
and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. 
And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After 
the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a 
gentle blowing. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 
out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 Then he said, “l have been very zealous 
for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, 
torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And | alone am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away.” 


15 The Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus, 
and when you have arrived, you shall anoint Hazael king over Aram; 16 and Jehu 
the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of 
Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 17 It shall come about, the 
one who escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and the one 
who escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death. 18 Yet | will leave 
7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.” (1 Kings 19:9-18 NASB) 


God left a faithful remnant that had not followed in pagan worship, but that instead 
clung to the worship of the One True God! Elijah then finds Elisha, who will minister 
and prophesy after Elijah literally leaves the earth” and is “taken up”: “So he 
departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, while he was plowing with 
twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth. And Elijah passed over to 
him and threw his mantle on him. 20 He left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, 
“Please let me kiss my father and my mother, then | will follow you.” And he said to 
him, “Go back again, for what have | done to you?” 21 So he returned from 
following him, and took the pair of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh 
with the implements of the oxen, and gave it to the people and they ate. Then he 
arose and followed Elijah and ministered to him.” (1 Kings 19:19-21 NASB). 


Elisha must have been very strong and capable to be plowing with “twelve pairs of 
oxen”! 


God can bless- or give victory- to anyone. Certainly the pagan-god-worshipping 
Ahab was not deserving of God’s mercy and victory in battle, but the nature of our 


generous and kind God is that he provided both to the undeserving Ahab. When the 
Syrian king Ben-hadad challenged Ahab and boastfully declared victory over the 
Northern Kingdom (Samaria), Ahab was fearful and acquiesced- at least in words. 
He did, however consult the “elders” of Samaria, and was approached by an 
anonymous “prophet”. This prophet brought the good news that Ahab- and 
Samaria- would be spared and would be victorious. The Bible describes it this way: 
”“Now Ben-hadad king of Aram gathered all his army, and there were thirty-two 
kings with him, and horses and chariots. And he went up and besieged Samaria and 
fought against it. 2 Then he sent messengers to the city to Ahab king of Israel and 
said to him, “Thus says Ben-hadad, 3 ‘Your silver and your gold are mine; your most 
beautiful wives and children are also mine.’” 4 The king of Israel replied, “It is 
according to your word, my lord, O king; |!am yours, and all that | have.” 5 Then the 
messengers returned and said, “Thus says Ben-hadad, ‘Surely, | sent to you saying, 
“You shall give me your silver and your gold and your wives and your children,” 6 
but about this time tomorrow | will send my servants to you, and they will search 
your house and the houses of your servants; and whatever is desirable in your eyes, 
they will take in their hand and carry away.’” 


7 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land and said, “Please observe 
and see how this man is looking for trouble; for he sent to me for my wives and my 
children and my silver and my gold, and | did not refuse him.” 8 All the elders and 
all the people said to him, “Do not listen or consent.” 9 So he said to the 
messengers of Ben-hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that you sent for to your 
servant at the first | will do, but this thing | cannot do.’” And the messengers 
departed and brought him word again. 10 Ben-hadad sent to him and said, “May the 
gods do so to me and more also, if the dust of Samaria will suffice for handfuls for 
all the people who follow me.” 11 Then the king of Israel replied, “Tell him, ‘Let not 
him who girds on his armor boast like him who takes it off.’” 12 When Ben-hadad 
heard this message, as he was drinking with the kings in the temporary shelters, he 
said to his servants, “Station yourselves.” So they stationed themselves against the 
city. 


13 Now behold, a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel and said, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, | will deliver them into your 
hand today, and you shall know that | am the Lord.’” 14 Ahab said, “By whom?” So 


he said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘By the young men of the rulers of the provinces.” 
Then he said, “Who shall begin the battle?” And he answered, “You.” 15 Then he 


mustered the young men of the rulers of the provinces, and there were 232; and 
after them he mustered all the people, even all the sons of Israel, 7,000.” (1 Kings 
20:1-15 NASB) 


The Arameans foolishly believe that the God of Samaria (and Israel) was only the 
“god of the hills”, and if they would fight on the plains they would have victory. Of 
course, our God is the God of everything and everywhere, and God showed His 
dominion by giving Ahab a second victory: “So these went out from the city, the 
young men of the rulers of the provinces, and the army which followed them. 20 
They killed each his man; and the Arameans fled and Israel pursued them, and Ben- 
hadad king of Aram escaped on a horse with horsemen. 21 The king of Israel went 


out and struck the horses and chariots, and killed the Arameans with a great 
slaughter. 


22 Then the prophet came near to the king of Israel and said to him, “Go, 
strengthen yourself and observe and see what you have to do; for at the turn of the 
year the king of Aram will come up against you.” 


23 Now the servants of the king of Aram said to him, “Their gods are gods of the 
mountains, therefore they were stronger than we; but rather let us fight against 
them in the plain, and surely we will be stronger than they. 24 Do this thing: 
remove the kings, each from his place, and put captains in their place, 25 and 
muster an army like the army that you have lost, horse for horse, and chariot for 
chariot. Then we will fight against them in the plain, and surely we will be stronger 
than they.” And he listened to their voice and did so.” (1 Kings 20:19-25 NASB) 


The victory over Ben-hadad and the Arameans was complete, and Ben-hadad hid in 
fear: “At the turn of the year, Ben-hadad mustered the Arameans and went up to 
Aphek to fight against Israel. 27 The sons of Israel were mustered and were 
provisioned and went to meet them; and the sons of Israel camped before them like 
two little flocks of goats, but the Arameans filled the country. 28 Then a man of God 


the valleys,” therefore | will give all this great multitude into your hand, and you 
shall know that | am the Lord.’” 29 So they camped one over against the other 


seven days. And on the seventh day the battle was joined, and the sons of Israel 
killed of the Arameans 100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 30 But the rest fled to 
Aphek into the city, and the wall fell on 27,000 men who were left. And Ben-hadad 
(1 Kings 20:26-30 NASB) 


Ahab King of Israel Defeating the Syrians Engraving by Gustav Dore 


For reasons the Scriptures don’t make clear, Ben-hadad either escaped or was let 
go by one of Ahab’s men. Since God had marked Ben-hadad for destruction, this 
act of disobedience was to bear a bitter consequence for Ahab. In order for still 
another “prophet” (also unnamed” to tell Ahab this terrible news, he disguised 
himself as a soldier wounded in battle. The prophet had a man strike him so he 
would have a wound and a bandage to cover his features, so tat he could approach 
Ahab. Ahad would not have received a prophet of God! As an interesting side note, 
the first man that the prophet requested to strike him failed to do so, and was killed 
by alion! The Scripture says: “Now a certain man of the sons of the prophets said 
to another by the word of the Lord, “Please strike me.” But the man refused to 
strike him. 36 Then he said to hi 


soon as he had departed from him a lion found him and killed him. 37 Then he 


found another man and said, “Please strike me.” And the man struck him, wounding 
him. 38 So the prophet departed and waited for the king by the way, and disguised 
himself with a bandage over his eyes. 39 As the king passed by, he cried to the king 
and said, “Your servant went out into the midst of the battle; and behold, a man 
turned aside and brought a man to me and said, ‘Guard this man; if for any reason 
he is missing, then your life shall be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent of 
silver.’ 40 While your servant was busy here and there, he was gone.” And the king 
of Israel said to him, “So shall your judgment be; you yourself have decided it.” 41 
Then he hastily took the bandage away from his eyes, and the king of Israel 
recognized him that he was of the prophets. 42 He said to him, “Thus says the Lord, 
‘Because you have let go out of your hand the man whom | had devoted to 


destruction, therefore your life shall go for his life, and your people for his people.” 
(1 Kings 20:35-43 NASB) 


For a wonderful explanation of these many closely spaced events, please see the 


Enduring Word commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings- 
20/) or the commentary by Bible Study Tools 
(https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/1-kings/1- 


kings-20.html). 
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Is there no limit to the evil that one can express when the power is there to 
manipulate events? Ahab and Jezebel are grim illistrations of the unbelievable limts 
that evil can take and exceed. When Ahab coveted (remember the 10 
commandments?) a vineyard owned by Naboth, he first offered him a “better 
vineyard” or money. Ahab wanted (coveted!) the vineyard because it was close to 
the palace where he could see and enjoy it. When Naboth refused, he pouted and 
would not eat. Jazebel, on seeing the king’s mood, urged him to gather false 
witnesses against Naboth and accuse him of an offense requiring the detah penalty. 
When this plot succeeded, Ahab took the vineyard. The Elijah brought God’s 
pronouncement of judgment to both of them: “But Jezebel his wife came to him and 
said to him, “How is it that your spirit is so sullen that you are not eating food?” 6 
So he said to her, “Because | spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to him, ‘Give 


me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you, | will give you a vineyard in 
its place.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.’” 7 Jezebel his wife said to 
him, “Do you now reign over Israel? Arise, eat bread, and let your heart be joyful; | 
will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 


8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them with his seal, and sent 
letters to the elders and to the nobles who were living with Naboth in his city. 9 Now 
she wrote in the letters, saying, “Proclaim a fast and seat Naboth at the head of the 
people; 10 and seat two worthless men before him, and let them testify against 
him, saying, ‘You cursed God and the king.’ Then take him out and stone him to 
death.” 


11 So the men of his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his city, did as 
Jezebel had sent word to them, just as it was written in the letters which she had 
sent them. 12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the people. 
13 Then the two worthless men came in and sat before him; and the worthless men 
testified against him, even against Naboth, before the people, saying, “Naboth 
cursed God and the king.” So they took him outside the city and stoned him to 
death with stones. 14 Then they sent word to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been 
stoned and Is dead.” 


15 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to 
Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth, the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 16 When Ahab 
heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab arose to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 


17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise, go down 
to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of 

Naboth where he has gone down to take possession of it. 19 You shall speak to him, 
saying, 


wre 


20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” And he answered, “/ 
have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the Lord. 


(1 Kings 20: 5-24 NASB) 


Ahab then-for a time- repented in fasting and sackcloth. Seeing this, God decided 
to bring about this punishment and judgment later- in the “in his (Ahab’s) son’s 
days”. The Bible tells us: “/t came about when Ahab heard these words, that he 
tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and fasted, and he lay in sackcloth and went 


about despondently. 28 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 29 “Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because he has 
humbled himself before Me, | will not bring the evil in his days, but | will bring the 


(1 Kings 20:27-29 NASB) 


The war with the Aramites had not been active for three yers, so Ahab consulted 
both with his “prophets” and with Jehosephat- king of Judah, as to whether God 
would give them victory. The “prophets” said that victory was assured, but 
Jehosephat wished to consult another prophet- one hab hated. The likely reason 
that Miciaih- God’s true prophet- was hated is that he spoke the Word of God and 
not whatever Ahab wished to hear! When Micaiah was consulted- he told the truth- 
God’s truth- that Israel would fail in battle. The Bible tells us: But Micaiah said, “As 


15 When he came to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?” And he answered him, “Go up and 
succeed, and the Lord will give it into the hand of the king.” 16 Then the king said 
to him, “How many times must | adjure you to speak to me nothing but the truth in 
the name of the Lord?” 17 So he said, 


“| saw all Israel 

Scattered on the mountains, 

Like sheep which have no shepherd. 

And the Lord said, ‘These have no master. 


Let each of them return to his house in peace.’” 


~ 
ie) 


19 Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear the word of the Lord. | saw the Lord sitting on His 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His right and on His left. 20 
The Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one 
said this while another said that. 21 Then a spirit came forward and stood before 
the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 The Lord said to him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I 
will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ Then He said, 
‘You are to entice him and also prevail. Go and do so.’ 23 Now therefore, behold, 


24 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near and struck Micaiah on the 
cheek and said, “How did the Spirit of the Lord pass from me to speak to you?” 25 
Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall see on that day when you enter an inner room to 
hide yourself.” 26 Then the king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah and return him to 

Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son; 27 and say, ‘Thus says 


(1 Kings 22:14-28 NASB) 


Just as God had said through Micaiah, the army of Israel was defeated and Ahab 
died in battle- struck by a “random” arrow. His blood was licked up by the dogs in 
the very place Naboth’s was, just as God had prophesied: “Now a certain man drew 
his bow at random and struck the king of Israel in a joint of the armor. So he said to 
the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the fight; for! am 
severely wounded.” 35 The battle raged that day, and the king was propped up in 
his chariot in front of the Arameans, and died at evening, and the blood from the 
wound ran into the bottom of the chariot. 36 Then a cry passed throughout the 
army close to sunset, saying, “Every man to his city and every man to his country.” 


37 So the king died and was brought to Samaria, and they buried the king in 
Samaria. 38 


his blood (now the harlots bathed themselves there), according to the word of the 
Lord which He spoke. 39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab and all that he did and the 
ivory house which he built and all the cities which he built, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 40 So Ahab slept with his fathers, 
and Ahaziah his son became king in his place.” (1 Kings 22:34-40 NASB) 


Ahab Killed at Ramoth Gilead 


Jehosephat then became king of Judah, and Ahab’s evil son Azariah king of Israel. 
Ahaziah was every bit the equal of his father Ahab in evil: “Ahaziah the son of Ahab 
became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel. 52 He did evil in the sight of the Lord 
and walked in the way of his father and in the way of his mother and in the way of 


Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin. 53 So he served Baal and 
worshiped him and provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger, according to all that 
his father had done.” (1 Kings 22:51-53 NASB) 


We will read of Jezebels’s inglorious end later in the Biblical narrative (2 Kings 9:33- 
36) 


May 1, 2019 2 Kings 1-3 


Ahaziah falls through a ceiling and is gravely injured, and then consults a pagan god 
to see if he will survive his injuries. The god’s name is Baal-zebub (Source name off 
Beelzebub?), and Elijah asks the king whu hw consulted a “pagan” prophet instead 
of God’s prophet for answers. The Bible says: “Now Moab rebelled against Israel 
after the death of Ahab. 2 And AhaZiah fell through the lattice in his upper chamber 
which was in Samaria, and became ill. So he sent messengers and said to them, 
“Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether | will recover from this 
sickness.” 3 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and say to them, ‘Is it because there is 
’4 
Now therefore thus says the Lord, ‘You shall not come down from the bed where 
you have gone up, but you shall surely die.’” Then Elijah departed.” (2 Kings 1:1-4 
NASB) 


Ahaziah then sends three goups of “fifty” to Elijah, presumably to either capture 
him, subdue him, or take him to the king directly. The first two groups of fifty are 
consumed by fire from heaven: “Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his 
fifty. And he went up to him, and behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. And he 
said to him, “O man of God, the king says, ‘Come down.’” 10 Elijah replied to the 
captain of fifty, “If |am aman of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume 
you and your fifty.” Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his 
fifty. 


11 So he again sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he said to him, 
“O man of God, thus says the king, ‘Come down quickly.’” 12 Elijah replied to them, 
“lf lam aman of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your 
fifty.” Then the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his 
fifty.” (2 Kings 1:9-12 NASB) 


The captain of the third “fifty” begs for his life and the life of his mean, and is 
spared by Elijah. God’s judgment on Ahaziah still remains- he will die and not 
recover: “So he again sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. When the third 
captain of fifty went up, he came and bowed down on his knees before Elijah, and 


begged him and said to him, “O man of God, please let my life and the lives of 
these fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight. 14 Behold fire came down 
from heaven and consumed the first two captains of fifty with their fifties; but now 
let my life be precious in your sight.” 15 The angel of the Lord said to Elijah, “Go 
down with him; do not be afraid of him.” So he arose and went down with him to the 
king. 16 Then he said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Because you have sent 


bed where you have gone up, but shall surely die.’” (2 Kings 1:13-15 NASB) 


Despite the king’s power, wealth and high standing, he is destined to die and leave 
the legacy of his evil. Ahaziah’s memory is that of a king who could have followed 
God, should have followed God, had the opportunity to follow God and listen to 
thrue prophets, but chose evil instead. He died and left a legacy of evil: “So 
Ahaziah died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken. And 
because he had no son, Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of 
Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 18 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
of Israel?” (2 Kings 1:17-18 NASB). The “Chronicles” in verse 18 are one of the 
“lost” books of the Old Testament, and are described here: 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronicles of the Kings of Israel) 


IN one of the most dramatic events in all of Scripture, Elijah is then “taken” into 
heaven. Earlier in the Scriptures, we have a description of another person who was 
“taken” (Genesis 5:21-24) wahich was Enoch, who is described as one who “walked 


God Took Enoch Gerard Hoet 1728 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enoch (ancestor of Noah)) 


The story is told like this: “When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask 
what | shall do for you before | am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please, let a 
double portion of your spirit be upon me.” 10 He said, “You have asked a hard 
thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when | am taken from you, it shall be so for you; 
but if not, it shall not be so.” 11 


appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven. 12 Elisha saw it and cried out, “My father, 


my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw Elijah no more. 
Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 He also took 
up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and returned and stood by the bank of the 
Jordan. 14 


said, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he also had struck the 
waters, they were divided here and there; and Elisha crossed over.” (2 Kings 2:9-14 


NASB). 


Elisha is left, but with a “double portion” of the Spirit, and promptly displays his 
“credentials” by performing miraculous acts before the people: “Then the men of 
the city said to Elisha, “Behold now, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord 
sees; but the water is bad and the land is unfruitful.” 20 He said, “Bring me a new 
Jar, and put salt in it.” So they brought it to him. 21 He went out to the spring of 
water and threw salt in it and said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘I have purified these 
waters; there shall not be from there death or unfruitfulness any longer.’” 22 So the 


spoke.” (2 Kings 2:19-22 NASB). 


In another event following that one, Elisha punishes some young boys who mock 
him and make fun of him: “Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was 
going up by the way, young lads came out from the city and mocked him and said 
to him, “Go up, you baldhead; go up, you baldhead!” 24 When he looked behind 
him and saw them, he cursed them in the name of the Lord. Then two female bears 

. 25 He went from 
there to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.” (2 Klnhs 2:23-25 
NASB) 


This rather disturbing tale of crime and punishment is explored in some detail in the 


Got Questions web page (https://www.gotquestions.org/Elisha-baldhead.html). The 


author summarizes the apologetics by saying: 


“In summary, 2 Kings 2:23-24 is not an account of God mauling young children for 
making fun of a bald man. Rather, it is a record of an insulting demonstration 
against God’s prophet by a large group of young men. Because these young people 
of about 20 years of age or older (the same term is used of Solomon in 1 Kings 3:7) 
so despised the prophet of the Lord, Elisha called upon the Lord to deal with the 
rebels as He saw fit. The Lord’s punishment was the mauling of 42 of them by two 


female bears. The penalty was clearly justified, for to ridicule Elisha was to ridicule 
the Lord Himself. The seriousness of the crime was indicated by the seriousness of 
the punishment. The appalling judgment was God’s warning to all who would scorn 
the prophets of the Lord.” 


Afetr the death of Ahab and the ascension of his son Jehoram to the throne, the 
Moabites decided to rebel against Israel: “Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep 
breeder, and used to pay the king of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 
rams. 5 But when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 6 
And King Jehoram went out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. 7 Then 
he went and sent word to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, “The king of Moab 
has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight against Moab?” And he said, “I 
will go up; |!am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.” 8 
He said, “Which way shall we go up?” And he answered, “The way of the wilderness 
of Edom.” (2 Kings 3:4-8 NASB) 


So the alliance was made. When the armies had traveled a great distance, and 
were out of water, they turned to Elisha for answers. First Elisha refused them, as 
he knew that they had consulted him only out of desperation. But Elisha’s words 
were helpful, as he had the armies dig great trenches, which were soon filled in a 
huge rainfall. The reflection of the water in the distance appeared as “blood” and 
the Edomites approached thinking the three kkings had fought and slaughtered 
each other. The victory went to the three kings and their alliance, and God restored 
them the land and gave them victory: “So the king of Israel went with the king of 
Judah and the king of Edom; and they made a circuit of seven days’ journey, and 
there was no water for the army or for the cattle that followed them. 10 Then the 
king of Israel said, “Alas! For the Lord has called these three kings to give them into 
the hand of Moab.” 11 But Jehoshaphat said, “ls there not a prophet of the Lord 
here, that we may inquire of the Lord by him?” And one of the king of Israel’s 
servants answered and said, “Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, who used to pour 
water on the hands of Elijah.” 12 Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the Lord is with 
him.” So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 


13 Now Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What do | have to do with you? Go to the 
prophets of your father and to the prophets of your mother.” And the king of Israel 


would not look at you nor see you. 15 But now bring me a minstrel.” And it came 


about, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him. 16 He 


said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Make this valley full of trenches.’ 17 For thus says the 


21 Now all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them. 
And all who were able to put on armor and older were summoned and stood on the 
border. 22 They rose early in the morning, and the sun shone on the water, and the 


Moabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood. 23 Then they said, “This is 
blood; the kings have surely fought together, and they have slain one another. Now 
therefore, Moab, to the spoil!” 24 But when they came to the camp of Israel, the 


Israelites arose and struck the Moabites, so that they fled before them; and they 
went forward into the land, slaughtering the Moabites. 25 Thus they destroyed the 
cities; and each one threw a stone on every piece of good land and filled it. So they 
stopped all the springs of water and felled all the good trees, until in Kir-hareseth 
only they left its stones; however, the slingers went about it and struck it. 26 When 
the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him, he took with him 700 
men who drew swords, to break through to the king of Edom; but they could not. 27 
Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place, and offered him as a 
burnt offering on the wall. And there came great wrath against Israel, and they 
departed from him and returned to their own land.” (2 Kings 3:9-27 NASB) 
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Oil- presumably olive iol- was a precious commodity and was used to buy, sell and 
barter. A certain widow, who had just lost her husband, was on the brink of 
financial ruin and came to Elishe for help. Elisha then miraculously provided 

enough oil for her to pay her debts and to live on: “Now a certain woman of the 
wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is 
dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord; and the creditor has come to 
take my two children to be his slaves.” 2 Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? 
Tell me, what do you have in the house?” And she said, “Your maidservant has 
nothing in the house except a Jar of oil.” 3 Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels at 
large for yourself from all your neighbors, even empty vessels; do not get a few. 4 
And you shall go in and shut the door behind you and your sons, and pour out into 
all these vessels, and you shall set aside what is full.” 5 So she went from him and 
shut the door behind her and her sons; they were bringing the vessels to her and 
she poured. 6 When the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another 
vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not one vessel more.” And the oil stopped. 7 
Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your 
debt, and you and your sons can live on the rest.” (2 Kings 4:1-7 NASB) 


A kind Shunemite woman then provided for Elisha as he traveled, providing for his 
needs. Later Elisha was to demonstate the power of the Spirit of God by raising this 
generous woman’s son from the dead. The son himself was a miraculous blessing 
that Elisha had promised her: “Now there came a day when Elisha passed over to 
Shunem, where there was a prominent woman, and she persuaded him to eat food. 
And so it was, as often as he passed by, he turned in there to eat food. 9 She said to 
her husband, “Behold now, | perceive that this is a holy man of God passing by us 
continually. 10 Please, let us make a little walled upper chamber and let us set a 
bed for him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; and it shall be, when he 
comes to us, that he can turn in there.” (2 Kings 4:8-10 NASB) 


Elisha brings the “miracle boy” back to life: “When Elisha came into the house, 
behold the lad was dead and laid on his bed. 33 So he entered and shut the door 
behind them both and prayed to the Lord. 34 And he went up and lay on the child, 
and put his mouth on his mouth and his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his 
hands, and he stretched himself on him; and the flesh of the child became warm. 35 
Then he returned and walked in the house once back and forth, and went up and 
stretched himself on him; and the lad sneezed seven times and the lad opened his 
eyes. 36 He called Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite.” So he called her. And 
when she came in to him, he said, “Take up your son.” 37 Then she went in and fell 
at his feet and bowed herself to the ground, and she took up her son and went out.” 
(2 Kings 4:32-37 NASB) 


Both Elijah and Elisha are described as “types” of Christ. One reference 


(http://www.newmanreader.org/works/subjects/sermon13.html) provides this 
insight: 


“There is so much alike at first sight in the history of Elijah and Elisha, that it is not 
surprising if many of us (as | Suppose is the case) confuse them one with the other. 
Yet if we examine the sacred narrative carefully, we shall find that they differ from 
each other as widely as those children in the market-place, described by our Lord, 
the figures of Himself and St. John Baptist, who first piped and then mourned. 
Certainly there are many things which correspond in their respective histories. Both 
wrought miracles; both withstood kings; both, at God's bidding, visited in mercy the 
heathen in their neighbourhood; both lived in one age and one country, and 
apparently with one principal design in God's Providence, viz. that of witnessing 
against idolatry. Even the same miracles were wrought by the one and the other; 
both multiplied oil; both raised a dead child: so far they resemble each other.” 


“Whom then does Elisha represent? does he prefigure Christ? All the Prophets are 
types of Christ, as being Prophets; and it is true besides that Elisha is the type of 
Christ, in some remarkable points of his history peculiar to himself. For instance, 
when he came from Jordan, gifted by the hand of Elijah with the power of the Spirit, 
surely he resembled our Lord, as baptized by St. John in Jordan, and receiving the 
Spirit in consequence. And when his bones after his death revived a dead man, he 
typified (one cannot doubt) the Everlasting Saviour, whose body, dying on the cross, 
is our life and resurrection. Yet, in spite of these parallels, one may hardly call Elisha 
a special type of Christ any more than Elijah.” 


The many Old Testament figures that are “foreshadowings” or “types” of Christ are 


ecplored in this reference: (http://feedingonchrist.com/old-testament-personal- 
types-and-shadows-of-christ/). 


This reference specifically describes both Elijah and Elisha as “types” of Christ: 
“Elijah was a type of Christ is that he called the covenant people to repentance. He 
was rejected by all, and was, in a very real sense, a man of sorrows. His preaching 
of righteousness and calling the people to repentance led to his being despised by 
the King of Israel. Even though the King despised him, he was feared by the king. 
Jesus also was a preacher of righteousness, who called the covenant people to 


repentance. He was despised by the Herod the King and yet the king also feared 
Him. 


Elisha was a type of Christ in that he was greater than the one who preceded him. 
Just as John the Baptist said of Jesus, “He who comes after me is preferred before 
me,” so it was true of Elisha. Elijah, who was himself said to be a type of John the 
Baptist by our Lord Jesus, did many signs and wonders. Elisha did twice as many 
miracles as Elijah.” 


Elisha then heal Naaman the Aramite from leprosy, an event remembered and 
spoken of by Jesus later in the Scripture (Luke 4:27) as Jesus addresses the issue of 
Israel’s persistent disbelief: “/t happened when Elisha the man of God heard that 
the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying, “Why 
have you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, and he shall know that there 
is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots and 
stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, 
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will be restored to 
you and you will be clean.” 11 But Naaman was furious and went away and said, 
“Behold, | thought, ‘He will surely come out to me and stand and call on the name 
of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper.’ 12 Are 
not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? Could | not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away ina 
rage. 13 Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, had 
the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much 
more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and 
dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; 
and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and he was clean.” (2 Kings 
5:8-14 NASB) 


Elisha refused any gift of compensation from the grateful Namaan, but Elisha’s 
servant Gehazi took this opportunity to satisfy his greed, and pursued Namman and 
told him Elisha had changed his mind and would accept a gift from Namman. When 
Elisha learned of this deception, he brought leprosy on Gehazi as a fitting 
punishment for hs greed and lying: “But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of 
God, thought, “Behold, my master has spared this Naaman the Aramean, by not 
receiving from his hands what he brought. As the Lord lives, | will run after him and 
take something from him.” 21 So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw one 
running after him, he came down from the chariot to meet him and said, “Is all 
well?” 22 He said, “All is well. My master has sent me, saying, ‘Behold, just now two 
young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill country of 
Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two changes of clothes.’” 23 
Naaman said, “Be pleased to take two talents.” And he urged him, and bound two 
talents of silver in two bags with two changes of clothes and gave them to two of 
his servants; and they carried them before him. 24 When he came to the hill, he 
took them from their hand and deposited them in the house, and he sent the men 
away, and they departed. 25 But he went in and stood before his master. And Elisha 
said to him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?” And he said, “Your servant went 
nowhere.” 


26 Then he said to him, “Did not my heart go with you, when the man turned from 
his chariot to meet you? Is it a time to receive money and to receive clothes and 
olive groves and vineyards and sheep and oxen and male and female servants? 27 
Therefore, the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and to your descendants 
forever.” So he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.” (2 Kings 5:0- 
27 NASB) 


The modern definition of leprosy- Hansesn’s disease- is described in detail in the 


CDC reference: (https://www.cdc.gov/leprosy/index.html). A summarizing statement 


provided reads like this: 


“Leprosy was once feared as a highly contagious and devastating disease, but now 
we know it doesn’t spread easily and treatment is very effective. However, if left 
untreated, the nerve damage can result in crippling of hands and feet, paralysis, 
and blindness.” 


It is likely that the term “leprosy” in the Scriptures refers not only to hansen’s 
Disease but also to a variety of skin diseases: “The term “leprosy” (including leper, 
lepers, leprosy, leprous) occurs 68 times in the Bible—55 times in the Old 
Testament (Hebrew = tsara’ath) and 13 times in the New Testament (Greek = 
lepros, lepra). In the Old Testament, the instances of leprosy most likely meant a 
variety of infectious skin diseases, and even mold and mildew on clothing and walls. 
The precise meaning of the leprosy in both the Old and New Testaments is still in 
dispute, but it probably includes the modern Hansen's disease (especially in the 
New Testament) and infectious skin diseases. 


diecdee that-shuns/) 
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One of Elisha’s “credentials” was his ability to perform miracles. BY these miracles 
people could clearly see that God’s Spirit was with Elisha. One such miracle was the 
“floating iron axe head”. These miracles were not done as part of a “magic show” 
or to bring attention to Elisha, but only that Elisha walked with God: “Now the sons 
of the prophets said to Elisha, “Behold now, the place before you where we are 
living is too limited for us. 2 Please let us go to the Jordan and each of us take from 
there a beam, and let us make a place there for ourselves where we may live.” So 
he said, “Go.” 3 Then one said, “Please be willing to go with your servants.” And he 
answered, “I shall go.” 4 So he went with them; and when they came to the Jordan, 
they cut down trees. 5 But as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into the 
water; and he cried out and said, “Alas, my master! For it was borrowed.” 6 Then 
the man of God said, “Where did it fall?” And when he showed him the place, he cut 
off a stick and threw it in there, and made the iron float. 7 He said, “Take it up for 
yourself.” So he put out his hand and took it.” (2 Kings 6:1-7 NASB) 


Elisha was able to warn the king of Israel to avoid a certain plae where the 
Arameans planne to capture him...and the Aramean king was enraged. How did 


Elisha know their plans? Just as Jesus later knew the “minds” of His enemies, Elisha 
was able to discern the thoughts and plans of the enemies of Israel: “Now the heart 
of the king of Aram was enraged over this thing; and he called his servants and said 
to them, “Will you tell me which of us is for the king of Israel?” 12 One of his 


servants said, “No, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the 
king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13 So he said, “Go and 


see where he is, that | may send and take him.” And it was told him, saying, 
“Behold, he is in Dothan.” 14 He sent horses and chariots and a great army there, 
and they came by night and surrounded the city.” (2 Kings 6:11-14 NASB) 


Elisha even could invoke blindness in his enemies, and could summon an “angelic 
army” to fight for him and for Israel. This angel army could be “seen” through the 
eyes of faith, and illustrate the great spiritual warfare going on around us each day! 
The Bible tells us: “Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and 
gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his 
servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16 So he answered, “Do 
17 
Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, | pray, open his eyes that he may see.” And 


of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 When they came down to him, 


Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Strike this people with blindness, | pray.” So He 
struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 19 Then Elisha said to 
them, “This is not the way, nor is this the city; follow me and / will bring you to the 
man whom you seek.” And he brought them to Samaria.” (2 Kings 6:15- 19 NASB) 


Once the Arameans had been “led” to Samaria, Elisha- through God’s power- 
opened their eyes and they realized their perilous situation. Elisha spared them , 
perhaps that they might warn others, and the Aramean “roving bands” no longer 
were a problem: “When they had come into Samaria, Elisha said, “O Lord, open the 
eyes of these men, that they may see.” So the Lord opened their eyes and they 
saw; and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. 21 Then the king of Israel when 
he saw them, said to Elisha, “My father, shall | kill them? Shall | kill them?” 22 He 
answered, “You shall not kill them. Would you kill those you have taken captive with 
your sword and with your bow? Set bread and water before them, that they may eat 
and drink and go to their master.” 23 So he prepared a great feast for them; and 
when they had eaten and drunk he sent them away, and they went to their master. 
And the marauding bands of Arameans did not come again into the land of Israel.” 
(2 Kings 6:20-23 NASB) 


Apparently the king of Aram did not give up after this setback, for he laid siege to 
Samaria and began to starve those within the city walls. The famine was so intense 
that the people resorted to cannibalism: “Now it came about after this, that Ben- 
hadad king of Aram gathered all his army and went up and besieged Samaria. 25 
There was a great famine in Samaria; and behold, they besieged it, until a donkey’s 
head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and a fourth of a kab of dove’s dung for 
five shekels of silver. 26 As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall a woman 
cried out to him, saying, “Help, my lord, O king!” 27 He said, “If the Lord does not 
help you, from where shall 1 help you? From the threshing floor, or from the wine 


press?” 28 And the king said to her, “What is the matter with you?” And she 


30 When the king heard the words of the woman, he tore his clothes—now he was 
passing by on the wall—and the people looked, and behold, he had sackcloth 

beneath on his body. 31 Then he said, “May God do so to me and more also, if the 
head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on him today.” (2 Kings 6:24-31 NASB) 


Elisha told the elders of the king’s murderous plans, and they “shut the door” 
against the messenger sent for Elisha: “Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the 
elders were sitting with him. And the king sent a man from his presence; but before 
the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, “Do you see how this son of a 
murderer has sent to take away my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut 
the door and hold the door shut against him. Is not the sound of his master’s feet 
behind him?” 33 While he was still talking with them, behold, the messenger came 
down to him and he said, “Behold, this evil is from the Lord; why should | wait for 
the Lord any longer?” (2 Kings 6:32-33 NASB) 


From famine to feast- this ws the Word of the Lord- and Elisha confidently delivered 
it. One of the “royal guard” doubted Elisha (and God’s ) Word- but Elisha 
prophesied that this doubting one would “see but not eat” the food that God would 
provide. Just as God had delivered His people from the army of Egypt, he did so 
again from the army of Aram, and provide food- just as He had in the wilderness! 
The Scriptures tell it this way: “Then Elisha said, “Listen to the word of the Lord; 
thus says the Lord, ‘Tomorrow about this time a measure of fine flour will be sold for 
a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.’” 2 The 
royal officer on whose hand the king was leaning answered the man of God and 
said, “Behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?” 
Then he said, “Behold, you will see it with your own eyes, but you will not eat of it.” 
(2 Kings 7:1-2 NASB). 


And God’s miracle came to pass. Four lepers, debating outside the city gate 
whether they should go into the city and dir ofr surrender to Aram and perhaps live, 
decided to take their chances with the Aramean army. When they arrived at the 
army encampment- the Arameans were gone...they had “heard” the sounds of an 
army approaching them and had fled! The Scriptures say: “Now there were four 
leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, “Why do we 
sit here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘We will enter the city,’ then the famine is in the 
city and we will die there; and if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore come, and 
let us go over to the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us, we will live; and if they 
kill us, we will but die.” 5 They arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans; 
when they came to the outskirts of the camp of the Arameans, behold, there was no 
one there. 6 


and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.” 7 Therefore they arose and fled 
in the twilight, and left their tents and their horses and their donkeys, even the 
camp just as it was, and fled for their life. 8 When these lepers came to the outskirts 
of the camp, they entered one tent and ate and drank, and carried from there silver 
and gold and clothes, and went and hid them; and they returned and entered 
another tent and carried from there also, and went and hid them. 


9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good 
news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until morning light, punishment will 
overtake us. Now therefore come, let us go and tell the king’s household.” 10 So 
they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and they told them, saying, 
“We came to the camp of the Arameans, and behold, there was no one there, nor 
the voice of man, only the horses tied and the donkeys tied, and the tents just as 
they were.” 11 The gatekeepers called and told it within the king’s household. 12 
Then the king arose in the night and said to his servants, “I will now tell you what 
the Arameans have done to us. They know that we are hungry; therefore they have 
gone from the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, ‘When they come out of 
the city, we will capture them alive and get into the city.’” 13 One of his servants 
said, “Please, let some men take five of the horses which remain, which are left in 
the city. Behold, they will be in any case like all the multitude of Israel who are left 
in it; behold, they will be in any case like all the multitude of Israel who have 
already perished, so let us send and see.” 14 They took therefore two chariots with 
horses, and the king sent after the army of the Arameans, saying, “Go and see.” 


15 They went after them to the Jordan, and behold, all the way was full of clothes 
and equipment which the Arameans had thrown away in their haste. Then the 
messengers returned and told the king. 


16 So the people went out and plundered the camp of the Arameans. Then a 
measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel and two measures of barley for a shekel, 


according to the word of the Lord. 17 Now the king appointed the royal officer on 
whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate; but the people trampled on him 


came down to him.” (2 Kings 7:3-17 NASB) 


The Shunamite woman whose son Elisha restored to life is then given back her 
inheritance: “Now Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, 
saying, “Arise and go with your household, and sojourn wherever you can sojourn; 
for the Lord has called for a famine, and it will even come on the land for seven 
years.” 2 So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of God, and 
she went with her household and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven 
years. 3 At the end of seven years, the woman returned from the land of the 
Philistines; and she went out to appeal to the king for her house and for her field. 4 
Now the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, saying, 
“Please relate to me all the great things that Elisha has done.” 5 As he was relating 
to the king how he had restored to life the one who was dead, behold, the woman 
whose son he had restored to life appealed to the king for her house and for her 
field. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this is the woman and this is her son, whom 


Elisha restored to life.” 6 When the king asked the woman, she related it to him. So 
the king appointed for her a certain officer, saying, “Restore all that was hers and 
all the produce of the field from the day that she left the land even until now.” (2 
Kings 8:1-6 NASB) 


If we accept that Elisha was a “type” or foreshadowing of Christ, then we might 
expect Elisha to clearly see the hearts and motivation of men. Elisha demonstrated 
this gift clearly when he confronts Hazael, who has come to see the king od Israel in 
his time of illness. When Elisha tells Hazael inform the king that he will live, even 
though Elisha clearly could foresee that the king would die, Hazael shows shame at 
the act he is about to commit. Sure enough, Hazael murders the king in his 
weakness and becomes king in his place: “Then Elisha came to Damascus. 

Now Ben-hadad king of Aram was Sick, and it was told him, saying, “The man of God 
has come here.” ® The king said to Hazael, “Take a gift in your hand and go to meet 
the man of God, and inquire of the LorD by him, saying, ‘Will | recover from this 
sickness?’” ° So Hazael went to meet him and took a gift in his hand, even every 
kind of good thing of Damascus, forty camels’ loads; and he came and stood before 
him and said, “Your son Ben-hadad king of Aram has sent me to you, saying, ‘Will | 
recover from this sickness?’” 7° Then Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You will 
surely recover,’ but the LoRD has shown me that he will certainly die.” He fixed his 
gaze steadily on him until he was ashamed, and the man of God wept. 77 Hazael 
said, “Why does my lord weep?” Then he answered, 


13 Then Hazael said, “But what is your 
servant, who is but a dog, that he should do this great thing?” And Elisha‘answered, 
“The LoRD has shown me that you will be king over Aram.” ™ So he departed from 
Elisha and returned to his master, who said to him, “What did Elisha say to you?” 
And he answered, “He told me that you would surely recover.”?* On the following 
day, he took the cover and dipped it in water and spread it on his face, so that he 
died. And Hazael became king in his place.” (2 Kings 8:7-15 NASB) 


Another king ascends in Judah, and though he did “evil” God did not destroy His 
people because of His covenant promise to David: “Now in the fifth year of Joram 
the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then the king of Judah, Jehoram 
the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah became king. 17 He was thirty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 18 He walked in the 
way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for the daughter of 


Ahab became his wife; and he did evil in the sight of the Lord. 19 However, the Lord 
was not willing to destroy Judah, for the sake of David His servant, since He had 


(2 Kings 8:16-19 


NASB) 


Does this mean that God will always ignore or “wink at” sin- even the sin of the 
leaders He permits to rule? Certainly not, but God is merciful and is a covenant 
keeper, in contrast to His people who are (tragically, mostly) “covenant breakers”. 
It is a tribute to the kindness, mercy and patience of God that he waits on His 
people to find their way back to them! 


Ahaziah, a very young king (the Scripture tells us he was 22!) then rules in Judah, 
and visits the king of Samaria in his illness. He may have visited his rival king of the 
northern kingdom since he was “family”. The Scriptures tell us: “/n the twe/fth year 
of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah 
began to reign. 26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he 
reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah the 


granddaughter of Omri king of Israel. 27 He walked in the way of the house of Ahab 
and did evil in the sight of the Lord, like the house of Ahab had done, because he 


28 Then he went with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Aram at 
Ramoth-gilead, and the Arameans wounded Joram. 29 So King Joram returned to be 
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Arameans had inflicted on him at Ramah 
when he fought against Hazael king of Aram. Then Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king 
of Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel because he was Sick.” (2 
Kings 8:25-29 NASB) 


As always, the commentary is particularly helpful here in establishing the 
complicated interfamily relationships and the timeline of these events in the history 


of the Middle East (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-kings-8/). 


In particular, this explanation was helpful: 


“Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign”: The short life and reign 
of Jehoram (he reigned only eight years and died at 40 years of age) should have 
warned Ahaziah. His brief reign (one year) shows he was even less blessed than his 
father Jehoram. 


i. “Ahaziah succeeded his father, Jehoram, in the critical year 841 b.c. He was not to 
survive the momentous waves of the political events that were to inundate the 
ancient Near East in that year. Indeed, in 841 b.c. Shalmaneser III of Assyria (859- 
824 b.c.) at last was able to break the coalition of western allies with whom he had 
previously fought a long series of battles (853, 848, 845).” (Patterson and Austel) 


ii. Twenty-two years old: This is at odds with (2 Chronicles 22:2), which says that 
Ahaziah took the throne when 42 years old. “I am satisfied the reading in 2 
Chronicles 22:2, is a mistake; and that we should read there, as here, twenty-two 
instead of forty-two years... “Is there a single ancient author of any kind, but 
particularly those who have written on matters of history and chronology, whose 
works have been transmitted to us free of similar errors, owing to the negligence of 
transcribers?” (Clarke) 


b. Now he went with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria: His 
close association with the wicked house of Ahab developed into a war alliance with 
Israel against Syria. His connection with his mother’s family (she was a daughter of 
Ahab and Jezebel, (2 Kings 8:18) was so strong and sympathetic that he paid a visit 
to the injured and sick king of Israel (Joram). 
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Jehu is then anointed on Elisha’s direction by a “son of the prophets”, and Jehus’ 
mission is clear- to avenge the martyred prophets who were killed at the command 
of Ahab, and to cut off Ahab’s family from Israel. The Scriptures tell us: “Now Elisha 
the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and said to him, “Gird up your 
loins, and take this flask of oil in your hand and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 When you 
arrive there, search out Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in 
and bid him arise from among his brothers, and bring him to an inner room. 3 Then 
take the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says the Lord, “I have 
anointed you king over Israel.”’ Then open the door and flee and do not wait.” 


4 So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 When he 
came, behold, the captains of the army were sitting, and he said, “I have a word for 
you, O captain.” And Jehu said, “For which one of us?” And he said, “For you, O 
captain.” 6 He arose and went into the house, and he poured the oil on his head and 
said to him, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘l have anointed you king over 


the people of the Lord, even over Israel. 7 You shall strike the house of Ahab your 
master, that | may avenge the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of 


Israel. 9 | will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10 The dogs shall eat Jezebel in the 
territory of Jezreel, and none shall bury her.’” Then he opened the door and fled.” (2 
Kings 9:1-10 NASB) 


Vengeance is swift and terrible, as the rival kings to Jehu-Joram and Ahaziah- are 
taken from the earth: “Then Joram said, “Get ready.” And they made his chariot 
ready. Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 
and they went out to meet Jehu and found him in the property of Naboth the 
Jezreelite. 22 When Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” And he answered, 
“What peace, so long as the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts 
are so many?” 23 So Joram reined about and fled and said to Ahaziah, “There is 
treachery, O Ahaziah!” 24 And Jehu drew his bow with his full strength and shot 
Joram between his arms; and the arrow went through his heart and he sank in his 
chariot. 25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar his officer, “Take him up and cast him into the 
property of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite, for | remember when you and | were 
riding together after Ahab his father, that the Lord laid this oracle against him: 26 
‘Surely | have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,’ says 
the Lord, ‘and | will repay you in this property,’ says the Lord. Now then, take and 
cast him into the property, according to the word of the Lord.” 


27 When Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the garden 
house. And Jehu pursued him and said, “Shoot him too, in the chariot.” So they shot 
him at the ascent of Gur, which is at Ibleam. But he fled to Megiddo and died there. 
28 Then his servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem and buried him in his 
grave with his fathers in the city of David.” (2 Kings 9:21-28 NASB). 


Jezebel is next to be held to account for her grievious sins and wickedness- she is 
ingloriously tossed to her death from the tower in which she had sought refuge: 
“When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it, and 

adorned her head and looked out the window. 31 As Jehu entered the gate, she 
said, “Is it well, Zimri, your master’s murderer?” 32 Then he lifted up his face to the 
window and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” And two or three Officials looked down 
at him. 


33 He said, “Throw her down.” So they threw her down, and some of her blood was 


. 34 When 
he came in, he ate and drank; and he said, “See now to this cursed woman and 
bury her, for she is a king’s daughter.” 35 They went to bury her, but they found 
nothing more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36 
Therefore they returned and told him. And he said, “This is the word of the Lord, 
which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘In the property of Jezreel 
the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; 37 and the corpse of Jezebel will be as dung 
on the face of the field in the [ah]property of Jezreel, so they cannot say, “This is 
Jezebel.”’” (2 Kings 9:30-37 NASB) 
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All who remained in the house of Ahab wee then killed according to the Word of 
God: “Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters and sent them 
to Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, the elders, and to the guardians of the children 
of Ahab, saying, 2 “Now, when this letter comes to you, since your master’s sons 
are with you, as well as the chariots and horses and a fortified city and the 
weapons, 3 select the best and fittest of your master’s sons, and set him on his 
father’s throne, and fight for your master’s house.” 4 But they feared greatly and 
said, “Behold, the two kings did not stand before him; how then can we stand?” 5 
And the one who was over the household, and he who was over the city, the elders, 
and the guardians of the children, sent word to Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, 
all that you say to us we will do, we will not make any man king; do what is good in 
your sight.” 6 Then he wrote a letter to them a second time saying, “If you are on 
my side, and you will listen to my voice, take the heads of the men, your master’s 
sons, and come to me at Jezreel tomorrow about this time.” Now the king’s sons, 


8 
When the messenger came and told him, saying, “They have brought the heads of 
the king’s sons,” he said, “Put them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until 
morning.” 9 Now in the morning he went out and stood and said to all the people, 
“You are innocent; behold, | conspired against my master and killed him, but who 
killed all these? 10 


15 Now when he had departed from there, he met Jehonadab the son of Rechab 
coming to meet him; and he greeted him and said to him, “Is your heart right, as 
my heart is with your heart?” And Jehonadab answered, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, 
give me your hand.” And he gave him his hand, and he took him up to him into the 
chariot. 16 He said, “Come with me and see my zeal for the Lord.” So he made him 
ride in his chariot. 17 When he came to Samaria, he killed all who remained to Ahab 
in Samaria, until he had destroyed him, according to the word of the Lord which He 
spoke to Elijah.” (2 Kings 10:1-17 NASB) 


Te worshipers of Ball were also destroyed, ridding Israel of this terrible stain: “Then 
it came about, as soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said 
to the guard and to the royal officers, 


29 However, as for the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin, from these Jehu did not depart, even the 
golden calves that were at Bethel and that were at Dan. 30 The Lord said to Jehu, 
“Because you have done well in executing what is right in My eyes, and have done 
to the house of Ahab according to all that was in My heart, your sons of the fourth 
generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.” 31 But Jehu was not careful to walk in 
the law of the Lord, the God of Israel, with all his heart; he did not depart from the 
sins of Jeroboam, which he made Israel sin.” 


32 In those days the Lord began to cut off portions from Israel; and Hazael defeated 
them throughout the territory of Israel: 33 from the Jordan eastward, all the land of 
Gilead, the Gadites and the Reubenites and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by 
the valley of the Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan.” (2 Kings 10:25-33 NASB) 


Jehu reigned as king for 28 years, and the his son Jehoahaz assumed the throne: 
“Now the rest of the acts of Jehu and all that he did and all his might, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?35 And Jehu slept with his 
fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son became king in his 
place. 36 Now the time which Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight 
years.” (2 Kings 10:34-36 NASB) 
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Now that Ahaziah had been killed, his mother Athalia decided to kill all the royal 
offspring and assume the throne herself. Only Joash was spared, and was hidden 
away in a bedroom. Later this “boy-king” would rule in Judah: “When Athaliah the 
mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she rose and destroyed all the royal 
offspring. 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash 
the son of Ahaziah and stole him from among the king’s sons who were being put to 
death, and placed him and his nurse in the bedroom. So they hid him from Athaliah, 
and he was not put to death. 3 So he was hidden with her in the house of the Lord 
six years, while Athaliah was reigning over the land. 


4 Now in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of hundreds of 
the Carites and of the guard, and brought them to him in the house of the Lord. 
Then he made a covenant with them and put them under oath in the house of the 
Lord, and showed them the king’s son. 5 He commanded them, saying, “This is the 
thing that you shall do: one third of you, who come in on the sabbath and keep 
watch over the king’s house 6 (one third also shall be at the gate Sur, and one third 
at the gate behind the guards), shall keep watch over the house for defense. 7 Two 
parts of you, even all who go out on the sabbath, shall also keep watch over the 
house of the Lord for the king. 8 Then you shall surround the king, each with his 
weapons in his hand; and whoever comes within the ranks shall be put to death. 


And be with the king when he goes out and when he comes in.” (2 Kings 11:1-8 
NASB) 


Joash was then declared king, and when Athalia heard the tumult and shouting, she 
(ironically) cried out “treason”, fled and was killed outside the Temple area 
(presumably to avoid the sacrilege of a killing in God’s house): “When Athaliah 
heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came to the people in the house 
of the Lord. 14 She looked and behold, the king was standing by the pillar, 
according to the custom, with the captains and the trumpeters beside the king; and 
all the people of the land rejoiced and blew trumpets. Then Athaliah tore her clothes 
and cried, “Treason! Treason!” 15 And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains 
of hundreds who were appointed over the army and said to them, “Bring her out 
between the ranks, and whoever follows her put to death with the sword.” For the 
16 So they seized 
her, and when she arrived at the horses’ entrance of the king’s house, she was put 
to death there. 


17 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and the people, 
that they would be the Lord's people, also between the king and the people. 18 All 


the altars. And the priest appointed officers over the house of the Lord. 19 He took 
the captains of hundreds and the Carites and the guards and all the people of the 
land; and they brought the king down from the house of the Lord, and came by the 
way of the gate of the guards to the king’s house. And he sat on the throne of the 
kings. 20 So all the people of the land rejoiced and the city was quiet. For they had 
put Athaliah to death with the sword at the king’s house. 


21 Jehoash was seven years old when he became king.” (2 Kings 11:13-21 NASB) 


Joash (Jehoash) supervised the repair and reconstruction of the Temple, and 
restored some of the faithful practices of his spiritual forebears, but did not remove 
the “high places” and thus was in a partial obedience to God: “/n the seventh year 
of Jehu, Jehoash became king, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem; and his 
mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2 Jehoash did right in the sight of the Lord 


all his days in which Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 3 Only the high places were 
not taken away; the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 


4 Then Jehoash said to the priests, “All the money of the sacred things which is 
brought into the house of the Lord, in current money, both the money of each man’s 
assessment and all the money which any man’s heart prompts him to bring into the 
house of the Lord, 5 let the priests take it for themselves, each from his 
acquaintance; and they shall repair the damages of the house wherever any 
damage may be found.” 


6 But it came about that in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash the priests had not 
repaired the damages of the house. 7 Then King Jehoash called for Jehoiada the 
priest, and for the other priests and said to them, “Why do you not repair the 
damages of the house? Now therefore take no more money from your 


acquaintances, but pay it for the damages of the house.” 8 So the priests agreed 
that they would take no more money from the people, nor repair the damages of 
the house. 


9 But Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid and put it beside 
the altar, on the right side as one comes into the house of the Lord; and the priests 
who guarded the threshold put in it all the money which was brought into the house 
of the Lord. 10 When they saw that there was much money in the chest, the king’s 
scribe and the high priest came up and tied it in bags and counted the money which 
was found in the house of the Lord. 11 They gave the money which was weighed 
out into the hands of those who did the work, who had the oversight of the house of 
the Lord; and they paid it out to the carpenters and the builders who worked on the 
house of the Lord; 12 and to the masons and the stonecutters, and for buying 
timber and hewn stone to repair the damages to the house of the Lord, and for all 
that was laid out for the house to repair it. 13 But there were not made for the 
house of the Lord silver cups, snuffers, bowls, trumpets, any vessels of gold, or 
vessels of silver from the money which was brought into the house of the Lord; 14 
for they gave that to those who did the work, and with it they repaired the house of 
the Lord. 15 Moreover, they did not require an accounting from the men into whose 
hand they gave the money to pay to those who did the work, for they dealt 
faithfully. 16 The money from the guilt offerings and the money from the sin 
offerings was not brought into the house of the Lord; it was for the priests.” (2 Kings 
12: 1-16 NASB) 


Joash apparently lost his fervor and dedication to the Lord, for when Joash was 
attacked by Hazael and the Aramites, Joash was wounded, and offered Hazael the 
“treasures” of the Temple as a peace offering to rid himself of this conquering army. 
He traded “treasure for peace” and his sins would soon catch up with him: “Then 
Hazael king of Aram went up and fought against Gath and captured it, and Hazael 
set his face to go up to Jerusalem. 18 


king of Aram. Then he went away from Jerusalem.” (2 Kings 12:17-18 NASB) 


Joash was assassinated by his servants, and was succeeded by his son Amaziah: 
“Now the rest of the acts of Joash and all that he did, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 20 


conspiracy and struck down Joash at the house of Millo as he was going down to 
Silla. 21 For Jozacar the son of Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his 
servants, struck him and he died; and they buried him with his fathers in the city of 


David, and Amaziah his son became king in his place.” (2 Kings 12:19-21 NASB) 


For an excellent commentary and explanation of Joash’s apostasy at the end of his 
(once Godly) reign, please see (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2- 
kings-12/) 


Jehoahaz then became king in Israel, and was an evil king who “did evil in the sight 
of God” as te kings of Israel unofirmly did: “/n the twenty-third year of Joash the son 


of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over Israel at 
Samaria, and he reigned seventeen years. 2 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he made Israel sin; he 
did not turn from them. 3 So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and 
He gave them continually into the hand of Hazael king of Aram, and into the hand of 
Ben-hadad the son of Hazael. 4 Then Jehoahaz entreated the favor of the Lord, and 
the Lord listened to him; for He saw the oppression of Israel, how the king of Aram 
oppressed them. 5 


formerly. 6 Nevertheless they did not turn away from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, with which he made Israel sin, but walked in them; and the Asherah also 
remained standing in Samaria. 7 For he left to Jehoahaz of the army not more than 
fifty horsemen and ten chariots and 10,000 footmen, for the king of Aram had 
destroyed them and made them like the dust at threshing. 8 Now the rest of the 
acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did and his might, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 9 And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in Samaria; and Joash his son became king in his place.” (2 Kings 
13:1-9 NASB) 


God showed His mercy even to the apostate Israel (verse 5!). 


Elisha then becomes ill, and this illness was the cause of his eventual death. Before 
Elisha died, he instructed king Joash to shoot a bow and strike the ground with his 
arrow. The king compled, but only struck the ground three times. Elisha 
prophesied that the Aramites would therefore be beaten in battle only three times, 
and not eliminated forever as a threat. The Scriptures tell us: “When Elisha became 
sick with the illness of which he was to die, Joash the king of Israel came down to 
him and wept over him and said, “My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” 15 Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and arrows.” So he took a bow and 
arrows. 16 Then he said to the king of Israel, “Put your hand on the bow.” And he 
put his hand on it, then Elisha laid his hands on the king’s hands. 17 He said, “Open 
the window toward the east,” and he opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot!” And he 
shot. And he said, “The Lord’s arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory over Aram; 
for you will defeat the Arameans at Aphek until you have destroyed them.” 18 Then 
he said, “Take the arrows,” and he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, 
“Strike the ground,” and he struck it three times and stopped. 19 So the man of God 


(2 Kings 13:14-19 NASB) 


Elisha died, was burid, and his prophesy about three victories (only) over the 
Aramites came true: “Elisha died, and they buried him. Now the bands of the 


Moabites would invade the land in the spring of the year. 21 As they were burying a 


22 Now Hazael king of Aram had oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 23 But 
the Lord was gracious to them and had compassion on them and turned to them 
because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy 
them or cast them from His presence until now. 


24 When Hazael king of Aram died, Ben-hadad his son became king in his place. 25 
Then Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again from the hand of Ben-hadad the son of 
Hazael the cities which he had taken in war from the hand of Jehoahaz his father. 


Three times Joash defeated him and recovered the cities of Israel.” (2 Kings 13:20- 


25 NASB) 


Are we to believe that these prophesies are “magical” and supernatural”, or that 
they are in the great interface between man’s faith and God? Surely a modern 
believer would not equate three “ground strikes” with three victories? Once again, 
God’s way is not “our way”, and there is ultimate mystery in His dealings with us. 
Notice also that Elijah briefly “came back to life” when someone was tossed into his 
grave! (verse 21). 
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Partial obedience... we like to think that “partial” is better than disobedience, and it 
is- in our eyes. In the sight of the Lord, however, this partial obedience amounts to 
disobedience! Amaziah did some very good things, including interpretation of the 
long standing “sins of the father” such that children were not held responsible for 
the sins of their forbears. However, he failed as a godly king: “/n the second year of 
Joash son of Joahaz king of Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah became 
king. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty- 
nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem. 3 He 
did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David his father; he did according to all 
that Joash his father had done. 4 

. 5 Now it came about, 
as soon as the kingdom was firmly in his hand, that he killed his servants who had 
slain the king his father. 6 But the sons of the slayers he did not put to death, 
according to what is written in the book of the Law of Moses, as the Lord 
commanded, sayin 


7 He killed of Edom in the Valley of Salt 10,000 and took Sela by war, and named it 
Joktheel to this day.” (2 Kings 14:1-7 NASB) 


When Amaziah-emboldened by his victory over the Edomites- meets with and 
challenges Joash the king of Israel, he meets with disaster: “Then Amaziah sent 
messengers to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, 
“Come, let us face each other.” 9 Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of 
Judah, saying, “The thorn bush which was in Lebanon sent to the cedar which was in 
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son in marriage.’ But there passed by a 
wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trampled the thorn bush. 10 


. So Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he and 
Amaziah king of Judah faced each other at Beth-shemesh, which belongs to Judah. 
12 Judah was defeated by Israel, and they fled each to his tent. 13 Then Jehoash 
king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son of 
Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem and tore down the wall of 
Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate, 400 cubits. 14 He took all 
the gold and silver and all the utensils which were found in the house of the Lord, 
and in the treasuries of the king’s house, the hostages also, and returned to 
Samaria.” (2 Kings 14:8-14 NASB) 


Amaziah then became the victim of a rebellion in his own “house” and this his 
imperfect and half-obedient reign ended: “Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah 
lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel. 18 Now 
the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Judah? 19 


. 20 Then they 
brought him on horses and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of 
David. 21 All the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and 
made him king in the place of his father Amaziah. 22 He built Elath and restored it 
to Judah after the king slept with his fathers.” (2 Kings 14:17-22 NASB) 


Jeroboam- son of Joash then became king of Israel and ruled for a comparatively 
long time - 41 years. He was unfortunately of the same bent as the other kings in 
Israel, and was constantly provoking God with his disobedience. He did, however, 
succeed militarily and God apparently still cared deeply for His people in Israel 
despite their wicked leaders: “/n the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king 
of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and 
reigned forty-one years. 24 


. 27 The Lord did not say 
that He would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, but He saved them by 
the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.” (2 King 14:23-27 NASB) 


Zechariah then took over the throne from his father Jeroboam: “Now the rest of the 
acts of Jeroboam and all that he did and his might, how he fought and how he 
recovered for Israel, Damascus and Hamath, which had belonged to Judah, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 29 And Jeroboam 
slept with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel, and Zechariah his son became 
king in his place.” (2 Kings 14:28-29 NASB) 


2 Kings 15 chronicles a succession of kings both in the Northern Kingdom (Israel) 
and the Southern Kingdom (Judah). The sequence of rulers is sketchily detailed, 
mostly attribuutions as to the willingness of each leader to follow God (in Judah) and 
oppose His will (Samaria-Israel- the Northern Kingdom). We might wonder why God 
tolerated such a succession of evil in the northern kingdom- or for as along as He 
did. This important question is explored in detail in the references that follow: ( 


ieemee /IWWW. avpc. a pdf) “Ahab’ s Worst sin”; 


Ta i miONCIheSE os eich alition.org/article/the-loving-intolerance-of-god " and 
(https://www.faith.edu/2002/09/the-compromise-of-jeroboam/). This last reference 
has a very insightful passage: 

“What lessons does this narrative contain for us today? According to Thomas 
Constable, “This story clarifies the importance of consistent and complete 
obedience to the Word of God, the lesson God was seeking to impress on Jeroboam 
and His people at that time” (“1 Kings,” in Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old 
Testament, 515). “Consistent and complete obedience” relates to faithfulness to the 


Word of God, particularly in the area of worship. Jeroboam compromised the 
instructions of God regarding proper worship. The lesson here is that God 


There is a lesson for believers today in the actions of the young prophet. When one 
first reads the text, he might wonder what is so important about not eating in the 
Northern Kingdom . One suggestion is that the prophet was to show complete 
obedience to God. There might be more, however, to this incident. | would suggest 
that God was sending Jeroboam a message through the young prophet that He had 
totally rejected the king’s grievous error. In essence, God may have been telling 
Jeroboam that He so disliked his actions that He would not even allow His prophet to 
remain in the country. God was sending Jeroboam a message of separation. 
Jeroboam’s actions and where those actions were taking the kingdom were not lost 
on many godly people. 


out of our schools, colleges, seminaries, and churches. If we do not treat it with a 
firm hand, we will eventually follow in the footsteps of Jeroboam and run the path to 
spiritual and moral ruin.” 


Among the kings described in 2 Kings 15 is Uzziah, who we shall see again in the 
calling of the prophet Isaiah: “Then the LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper 
until the day of his death; so he dwelt in an isolated house. And Jotham the king’s 


son was over the royal house, judging the people of the land. Now the rest of the 
acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Judah? So Azariah rested with his fathers, and they buried him with 
his fathers in the City of David. Then Jotham his son reigned in his place.” (2 Kings 
15:5-7) 


a. The LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his death: 2 
Chronicles 26 also tells us of the downfall of Azariah, who was marvelously helped 
till he became strong (2 Chronicles 26:15). The Chronicler goes on: But when he 
was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against 
the LORD his God by entering the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar 
of incense (2 Chronicles 26:16). The priests tried to stop him, but the king insisted 
on forcing his way into the temple to offer incense. 


i. Azariah violated what had become a general principle in God’s dealing with Israel: 
that no king should also be a priest, and that the offices of prophet, priest, and king 
should not be combined in one man - until the Messiah, who fulfilled all three 
offices. 


ii. “His great power fostered such pride and haughtiness that about 750 b.c. he 
sought to add to his vast power by usurping the prerogatives of the sacred 
priesthood.” (Patterson and Austel) 


b. He dwelt in an isolated house: Azariah came into the temple as an arrogant king, 
and he left as a humbled leper. Indeed, he hurried to get out, because the LORD 
had struck him (2 Chronicles 26:20). 


i. “It was a fearful stroke from God. Death was the actual penalty enjoined by the 
law for his crime (Numbers 18:7), and leprosy was really that - a living death, 
prolonged and intensified.” (Knapp) 


c. So Azariah rested with his fathers: The death of Azariah (again, also Known as 
Uzziah) contributed to the call of the prophet Isaiah: In the year that King Uzziah 
died, | saw the LORD sitting on a throne (Isaiah 6:1).” 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-kings-15/) 
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Ahaz then became king of Judah. He unfortunately did not follow God’s commands 
and laws: “/n the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of 

Jotham, king of Judah, became king. 2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became 
king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; 


the sight of the Lord his God, as his father David had done. 3 But he walked in the 
way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, according to 


the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had driven out from before the sons 
of Israel. 4 He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places and on the hills and 
under every green tree.” (2 Kings 16:1-4 NASB) 


Ahaz went so far as to solicit the help of Assyria to defeat the Aramites, who had 
warred successfully against him: “So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king 


of Assyria, saying, “lam your servant and your son; come up and deliver me from 
the hand of the king of Aram and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are rising 
up against me.” & 


Assyria. 9 So the king of Assyria listened to him; and the king of Assyria went up 
against Damascus and captured it, and carried the people of it away into exile to 
Kir, and put Rezin to death.” (2 Kings 16:7-9) 


Bacuase of his alliance with Assyria, Anaz even designed a “pagan” altar on which 
he offered sacrifice (ignoring the fact that the king is not a priest!), and shifted 
worship away from the traditional altar to the “replacement” :“Then King Ahaz cut 
off the borders of the stands, and removed the laver from them; he also took down 
the sea from the bronze oxen which were under it and put it on a pavement of 
stone. 18 The covered way for the sabbath which they had built in the house, and 
the outer entry of the king, he removed from the house of the Lord because of the 
king of Assyria.” (2 Kings 16:17-18 NASB) 


Hezekiah then became the next king in Judah: “Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz 
which he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah? 20 So Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city 
of David; and his son Hezekiah reigned in his place.” (2 Kings 16:19-20 NASB) 


The next chapter of the Bible- 2 Kings 17, is a pivotal one in that it records the fall 
of the Northern Kingdom- Israel- to the Assyrians. This event took place in 722 BC- 
Judah would survive as a nation intact until 586 BC, the year of the Babylonian 
Captivity. These dates are answers to the question- “How long (in years) will God 
tolerate evil and evil practices without allowing judgment?”. The historic answers 
suggest that Judah- flawed as it and its leaders weer- survived longer simply 
because of the “sometimes” obedience to God’s Law. A very helpful chart is 
presented here from the Bible Gateway: 
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The Scriptures tell us that Hoshea was the last king to rule over the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel: “/n the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah 
became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned nine years. 2 He did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, only not as the kings of Israel who were before him. 3 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him, and Hoshea became his servant 
and paid him tribute. 4 But the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, who had 
sent messengers to So king of Egypt and had offered no tribute to the king of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year; so the king of Assyria shut him up and bound 
him in prison. 


5 Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land and went up to Samaria and 
besieged it three years. 


6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and carried 


(2 Kings 17:1-6 NASB). In these few short 
verses, the entire Northern Kindom- composed of tem of the original twelve tribes, 
wa overcome militarily. Truthfull, they had been overcome spiritually for many 
years before this historic event. The evil that was perpetrated, and the offensive 
ignorance and defiance of God’s Law was finally brought to an end as God used 
Assyria to mete out punishment and censequences for the continuous sins of this 
nation. We would do well in this country to remember this- God could (and might) 
remove His hand of protection from the United States as we continue into apostasy 
and “forget” (or worse still ignore or are indifferent to) God! 


The Scripture is exceedingly clear as to why these events took place: “Now this 
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all His prophets and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep My 
commandments, My statutes according to all the law which | commanded your 
fathers, and which | sent to you through My servants the prophets.” 14 However, 
they did not listen, but stiffened their neck like their fathers, who did not believe in 
the Lord their God. 15 They rejected His statutes and His covenant which He made 
with their fathers and His warnings with which He warned them. And they followed 
vanity and became vain, and went after the nations which surrounded them, 
concerning which the Lord had commanded them not to do like them. 16 They 


19 Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in 
the customs which Israel had introduced. 20 The Lord rejected all the descendants 
of Israel and afflicted them and gave them into the hand of plunderers, until He had 
cast them out of His sight. 


21 When He had torn Israel from the house of David, they made J/eroboam the son 
of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel away from following the Lord and made 
them commit a great sin. 22 The sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam 
which he did; they did not depart from them 23 until the Lord removed Israel from 
His sight, as He spoke through all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried 

(2 Kings 17:7-23 
NASB) 


The very cultural, spiritual, and genealogic identity that once was the proud 
possession of God’s people was deliberately diluted and fragmented as Assyria sent 
“foreigners” to the conqured cities of Israel. Since there was a fear among the 
“new people” that they should at least learn the “customs” of the previous 
occupants, a priest was appointed to teach them they “old ways” as a “custom” 
rather than as acts of faith. This was probaby done since “lions” had attacked the 
new residents when they failed to follow the religion of the conquered people of 
Israel, and this teaching of religion was most likely a response of rear rather than 
faith: “The king of Assyria brought men from Babylon and from Cuthah and from 
Avva and from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and settled them in the cities of Samaria in 
place of the sons of Israel. So they possessed Samaria and lived in its cities. 25 At 


sent lions among them which killed some of them. 26 So they spoke to the king of 


Assyria, saying, “The nations whom you have carried away into exile in the cities of 
Samaria do not know the custom of the god of the land; so he has sent lions among 
them, and behold, they kill them because they do not know the custom of the god 
of the land.” 


29 But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the houses of the 
high places which the people of Samaria had made, every nation in their cities in 


which they lived. 30 The men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth 
made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 and the Avvites made Nibhaz 
and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech 
and Anammelech the gods of Sepharvaim. 32 They also feared the Lord and 
appointed from among themselves priests of the high places, who acted for them in 
the houses of the high places. 33 They feared the Lord and served their own gods 
according to the custom of the nations from among whom they had been carried 
away into exile.” (2 Kings 17:24-33 NASB) 


Verse 29-33 make it clear that the “old gods” were still worshipped, and that the 
True God was worshipped as an “add on” and not as the only true God! 
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Hoshea and Hezekia- rival kings- one of Israel and the other Judah. These two could 
not be more different. During Hoshea’s reign, Assyria laid siege to the cities of 
Samaria and conquered them, taking Israel into captivity and repopulating the cities 
of Israel with foreign persons. Hezekiah resisted Assyria, and because he was a 
godly man, succeeded in his resistance. Once again, the battle is the Lord’s! The 
writer of 2 Kings reviews the fall of Samaria: “Now in the fourth year of King 
Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it. 10 At the 
end of three years they captured it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the 
ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was captured. 11 Then the king of 
Assyria carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and put them in Halah and on the 
Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 12 because they did not 
obey the voice of the Lord their God, but transgressed His covenant, even all that 
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded; they would neither listen nor do it.” (2 
Kings 18:9-12 NASB) 


The Assyrian messenger Rabshakeh diliverd chilling words- words of threat, doom 
and destruction for Judah. The people were naturally terrified: “ Then Rabshakeh 
stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean, saying, “Hear the word of the great 
king, the king of Assyria. 29 Thus says the king, ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, 
for he will not be able to deliver you from my hand; 30 nor let Hezekiah make you 
trust in the Lord, saying, “The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city will not be 
given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” 31 Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus 
says the king of Assyria, “Make your peace with me and come out to me, and eat 
each of his vine and each of his fig tree and drink each of the waters of his own 
cistern, 32 until | come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of 
grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey, 
that you may live and not die.” But do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you, 
saying, “The Lord will deliver us.” 33 Has any one of the gods of the nations 
delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? Have they 
delivered Samaria from my hand? 35 Who among all the gods of the lands have 
delivered their land from my hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem from my 
hand?’” 


36 But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the king’s 
commandment was, “Do not answer him.” 37 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who 
was over the household, and Shebna the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph, the 
recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him the words of 
Rabshakeh.” (2 Kings 18:28-37 NASB). 


The Isaiah comes into the narrative- promising God’s victory over Assyria, and the 
death of the Assyrian king: “So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6 
Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Do 
not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of 
the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 Behold, | will put a spirit in him so that 
he will hear a rumor and return to his own land. And | will make him fall by the 
sword in his own land.”(2 Kings 19:5-7) 


Hezekiah then prays a fervent and believing prayer, trusting and thanking God for 
His goodness and deliverance: “Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the 
messengers and read it, and he went up to the house of the Lord and spread it out 
before the Lord. 15 Hezekiah prayed before the Lord and said, “O Lord, the God of 
Israel, who are enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all 
the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16 Incline Your ear, O 
Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to the words of 
Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God. 17 Truly, O Lord, the 
kings of Assyria have devastated the nations and their lands 18 and have cast their 
gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men’s hands, wood and 
stone. So they have destroyed them. 19 Now, O Lord our God, | pray, deliver us 
from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, O Lord, 
are God.” (2 Kings 19:14-19 NASB) 


Isaiah then delivers God’s powerful and poetic answer: “Then Isaiah the son of 
Amoz sent to Hezekiah saying, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Because you 
have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria, | have heard you.’ 21 This is 
the word that the Lord has spoken against him: 


‘She has despised you and mocked you, 

The virgin daughter of Zion; 

She has shaken her head behind you, 

The daughter of Jerusalem! 

22 ‘Whom have you reproached and blasphemed? 

And against whom have you raised your voice, 

And haughtily lifted up your eyes? 

Against the Holy One of Israel! 

23 ‘Through your messengers you have reproached the Lord, 
And you have said, “With my many chariots 

| came up to the heights of the mountains, 

To the remotest parts of Lebanon; 

And | cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypresses. 
And | entered its farthest lodging place, its thickest forest. 
24 “| dug wells and drank foreign waters, 

And with the sole of my feet | dried up 


All the rivers of Egypt.” 


25 ‘Have you not heard? 

Long ago | did it; 

From ancient times | planned it. 

Now | have brought it to pass, 

That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps. 

26 ‘Therefore their inhabitants were short of strength, 

They were dismayed and put to shame; 

They were as the vegetation of the field and as the green herb, 
As grass on the housetops is scorched before it is grown up. 
27 ‘But | know your sitting down, 

And your going out and your coming in, 

And your raging against Me. 

28 ‘Because of your raging against Me, 

And because your arrogance has come up to My ears, 
Therefore | will put My hook in your nose, 

And My bridle in your lips, 

And !| will turn you back by the way which you came. 


29 ‘Then this shall be the sign for you: you will eat this year what grows of itself, in 
the second year what springs from the same, and in the third year sow, reap, plant 
vineyards, and eat their fruit. 30 The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will 
again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 31 For out of Jerusalem will go 
forth a remnant, and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the Lord will perform 
this. (2 Kings 19:20-31 NASB) 


God then sent a destroying angel that slaughtered an immense number of the 
Assyrians. When Sennacherib, the defeated king of Assyria returned to his land, he 
was assassinated and his son took over the reign. All of this was exactly as God 
through Isaiah had prophesied! The Bible describes it this way: “Therefore thus 
says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, “He will not come to this city or shoot 
an arrow there; and he will not come before it with a shield or throw up a siege 
ramp against it. 33 By the way that he came, by the same he will return, and he 
shall not come to this city,”’ declares the Lord. 34 ‘For | will defend this city to save 
it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.’” 


35 Then it happened that night that the angel of the Lord went out and struck 
185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men rose early in the morning, 
behold, all of them were dead. 36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and 
returned home, and lived at Nineveh. 37 It came about as he was worshiping in the 
house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer killed him with the sword; 
and they escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in 
his place.” (2 Kings 19:32-37 NASB) 


Hezekiah became very ill, apparently a sepsis from an infection, and begged God for 
his life. God through Isaiah granted Hezekiah fifteen more years of life, and healed 
him, providing a miraculous sign: “/n those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus says the 


Lord, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’” 2 Then he turned his 
face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, saying, 3 “Remember now, O Lord, | 
beseech You, how | have walked before You in truth and with a whole heart and 
have done what Is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4 Before Isaiah 
had gone out of the middle court, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 5 
“Return and say to Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God 
of your father David, “| have heard your prayer, | have seen your tears; behold, | will 
heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the Lord. 6 / will add 
fifteen years to your life, and I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the 
king of Assyria; and | will defend this city for My own sake and for My servant 
David's sake.”’” 7 Then Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.” And they took and laid it 
on the boil, and he recovered. 


8 Now Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and 
that | shall go up to the house of the Lord the third day?” 9 Isaiah said, “This shall 
be the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that He has spoken: 
shall the shadow go forward ten steps or go back ten steps?” 10 So Hezekiah 
answered, “It is easy for the shadow to decline ten steps; no, but let the shadow 
turn backward ten steps.” 11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the Lord, and He brought 
the shadow on the stairway back ten steps by which it had gone down on the 
stairway of Ahaz.” (2 Kings 20:1-11 NASB) 


The Hezekiah, feeling hige relief and happiness, did a very foolish thing. He 
“showed off” the Temple treasures to visiting dignitaries from Babylon. This was an 
enormous strategic error, and sowed the seeds of Babylon’s conquering Judah years 
later. One wonders how a “good thing” like a healing can become a “bad thing”- 
but that is unfortunately the nature and spirit of humankind. Too much security can 
be a harmful thing and lead to foolish (and here, colossally foolish) behavior: “At 
that time Berodach-baladan a son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a 
present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 13 Hezekiah 
listened to them, and showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the gold 
and the spices and the precious oil and the house of his armor and all that was 
found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that 
Hezekiah did not show them. 14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and 
said to him, “What did these men say, and from where have they come to you?” 
And Hezekiah said, “They have come from a far country, from Babylon.” 15 He said, 
“What have they seen in your house?” So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all 
that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasuries that | have not shown 
them.” 


16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord. 17 ‘Behold, the days 
are coming when all that is in your house, and all that your fathers have laid up in 
store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,’ says the Lord. 18 
‘Some of your sons who shall issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken 
away, and they will become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’” 19 Then 
Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord which you have spoken is good.” For 
he thought, “Is it not so, if there will be peace and truth in my days?” 


20 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and all his might, and how he made the pool 
and the conduit and brought water into the city, are they not written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 21 So Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and 
Manasseh his son became king in his place.” (2 Kings 20:12-21 NASB) 
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From the good to the bad- two “bad” and “evil” kings followed Hezekiah- Manasseh 
and Amon, his son and successor. God’s patience with idolatry, indifference, and 
defiance as symbolized in idol worship is again strained. Yet our merciful God 
withheld His ultimate punishment- conquering armies and exile- for a few centuries 
yet. The Scriptures describe Manessseh this way: “Manasseh was twelve years old 
when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s 
name was Hephzibah. 2 


3 For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he 
erected altars for Baal and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and 
worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. 4 He built altars in the house of 
the Lord, of which the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem | will put My name.” 5 For he 
built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 6 He 
made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used divination, and 
dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord 
provoking Him to anger. 7 Then he set the carved image of Asherah that he had 
made, in the house of which the Lord said to David and to his son Solomon, “In this 
house and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, | will put 
My name forever. 8 And | will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore from the 
land which | gave their fathers, if only they will observe to do according to all that | 
have commanded them, and according to all the law that My servant Moses 


commanded them.” 9 But they did not listen, and Manasseh seduced them to do 
evil more than the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the sons of Israel.” (2 


Kings 21:1-9 NASB) 


There was a judgment and reckoning of a sort. The Scripture is not clear as to the 
exact nature of God’s punishment, but it clearly describes bloodshed throughout the 
Kingdom: “Now the Lord spoke through His servants the prophets, saying, 11 
“Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations, having done 
wickedly more than all the Amorites did who were before him, and has also made 
Judah sin with his idols; 12 therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, | 


his ears will tingle. 13 | will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria and the 
plummet of the house of Ahab, and | will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping 
it and turning it upside down. 14 | will abandon the remnant of My inheritance and 
deliver them into the hand of their enemies, and they will become as plunder and 
spoil to all their enemies; 15 because they have done evil in My sight, and have 
been provoking Me to anger since the day their fathers came from Egypt, even to 
this day.’” 


16 Moreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem 
from one end to another; besides his sin with which he made Judah sin, in doing evil 


in the sight of the Lord. 17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh and all that he did 
and his sin which he committed, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah? 18 And Manasseh slept with his fathers and was buried in the 
garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzza, and Amon his son became king in 
his place.” (2 Kings 21:10-18 NASB) 


Manasseh’s son Amon was no better: “Amon was twenty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was 
Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. 20 He did evil in the sight of the 


Lord, as Manasseh his father had done. 21 For he walked in all the way that his 


them. 22 So he forsook the Lord, the God of his fathers, and did not walk in the way 
of the Lord. 23 The servants of Amon conspired against him and killed the king in 
his own house. 24 Then the people of the land killed all those who had conspired 
against King Amon, and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his place. 
25 Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 26 He was buried in his grave in the garden 
of Uzza, and Josiah his son became king in his place.” (2 Kings 21:20-26 NASB) 


Finally a good kings- the boy-king Josiah. While only eight years old, Josaih had a 
heart for the Lord and returned the people to God- ordering the Temple to be 
repaired, and when discovering the books (scrolls!) of the Law, reading God’s Law 
to the people! The Scriptures describe the events surrounding this remarkably 
gifted and godly young ruler: “Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and 
he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Jedidah the 


daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. 2 He did right in the sight of the Lord and walked in 


3 Now in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan, the son of 
Azaliah the son of Meshullam the scribe, to the house of the Lord saying, 4 “Go up 
to Hilkiah the high priest that he may count the money brought in to the house of 
the Lord which the doorkeepers have gathered from the people. 5 Let them deliver 


buying timber and hewn stone to repair the house. 7 Only no accounting shall be 


made with them for the money delivered into their hands, for they deal faithfully.” 
(2 Kings 22:1-7 NASB) 


The Law was found, and Josiah immediately began to see the importance of it, and 
the consequences that God’s people had brought on themsolves by ignoring it: 
“Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, “Il have found the book of 
the law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan who read 
it. 9 Shaphan the scribe came to the king and brought back word to the king and 
said, “Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in the house, and 
have delivered it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house 


of the Lord.” 10 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king saying, “Hilkiah the 
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king. 


11 When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes. 12 
Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor 
the son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant saying, 13 
“Go, inquire of the Lord for me and the people and all Judah concerning the words of 
this book that has been found, for great is the wrath of the Lord that burns against 
us, because our fathers have not listened to the words of this book, to do according 
to all that is written concerning us.” (2 Kings 22:8-13 NASB) 
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Josiah Reads the Bok of the Law 
(httos://inthecavityofarock.blogspot.com/2012/02/josiahs-reform.html) 


Now the Word of God was not some vague, half remembered part of history but 
soon became the very center of worship and practice. It was certainly a wonderful 
thing that Josiah restored the Temple, but Josiah’s humble and repentant hear, and 
his elevation of God’s Word to its proper place in the life of faith provided the 
ingredients for a strong and lasting relationship of faith and trust between God and 
His people. Why themn, one might ask, does the Story end here? Surely we could 
say as ina child’s fairy tale- “....and they lived happily ever after!”. God, however 
knew (and kinows!) the very persons He created were still in bondage to sin, and 
would ultimately (and agin) turn from Him. The prophsy God gave Huldah is a cler 
reflection of this reality. God was delighted with Josiah, but there were still many to 
come after Josiah who would not be faithful. The inevitable reckoning with Judah wa 
still to come: “So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to 
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, 


keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter); and 


they spoke to her. 15 She said to them, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Tell the 
man who sent you to me, 16 thus says the Lord, “Behold, | bring evil on this place 
and on its inhabitants, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah has 
read. 17 Because they have forsaken Me and have burned incense to other gods 


that they might provoke Me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore My 
wrath burns against this place, and it shall not be quenched.”’ 18 But to the king of 
Judah who sent you to inquire of the Lord thus shall you say to him, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel, “Regarding the words which you have heard, 19 because your 
heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what | 
spoke against this place and against its inhabitants that they should become a 
desolation and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, | truly 
have heard you,” declares the Lord. 20 “Therefore, behold, | will gather you to your 
fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see 

’” So they brought back word to the 
king.” (2 Kings 22:14-20 NASB) 


The people hear the Law read aloud, and pledge themselves to be part of the 
covenant that God had established with their ancestors: “Then the king sent, and 
they gathered to him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. 2 The king went up to 
the house of the Lord and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
with him, and the priests and the prophets and all the people, both small and great; 


and he read in their hearing all the words of the book of the covenant which was 
found in the house of the Lord. 3 The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant 
before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep His commandments and His 
testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to carry out the words 
of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people entered into the 


(2 Kings 23:1-3 NASB) 


The Scriptures teach us that “faith comes by hearing” (Romans 10:17), and we see 
a wonderful example of this here. The power of the Word of God is transformative 

and powerful, for the Holy Spirit applies it to our hearts and we are moved closer to 
the persons God calls us to be in Him! 


The scene is reminiscent of Joshua’s challenge to his people when crossing the 
Jordan to enter the Land of Promise (Joshua 24:15)- “whom will you serve?”. The 
people pledged to love the Lord and be in a covenant of faith with Him. This 
declaration, important as it was, was soon to be tested. It is certainly easy to 
declare faith in the company of other beilievers and in the comfort and excitement 
of a Spiritual “mountain top”. The real test is in the valleys and trials of our life. We 
must go down from the Mount of Transfiguration and deal with the hurts, problems 
and realitie of our lives and the ones we serve in His Name. Matthew's gospel 


teaches us: “Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, | will 


put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 


5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him 1 am well pleased. Listen to him!” 


6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But 
Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they 
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 


9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell 
anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
(Matthew 17:4-9 NIV) 


Josiah’s reformd were real and much needed. The priesthood was restored, and 
those practicing idol worship were destroyed along with the “high places”. The 
Bible describes it this way: “Then the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and 
the priests of the second order and the doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of 
the Lord all the vessels that were made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of 
heaven; and he burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron, and 
carried their ashes to Bethel. 5 He did away with the idolatrous priests whom the 
kings of Judah had appointed to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah 
and in the surrounding area of Jerusalem, also those who burned incense to Baal, to 
the sun and to the moon and to the constellations and to all the host of heaven. 6 
He brought out the Asherah from the house of the Lord outside Jerusalem to the 
brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and ground it to dust, and threw its 
dust on the graves of the common people. 7 He also broke down the houses of the 
male cult prostitutes which were in the house of the Lord, where the women were 
weaving hangings for the Asherah. 8 Then he brought all the priests from the cities 
of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from 
Geba to Beersheba; and he broke down the high places of the gates which were at 
the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on one’s left 
at the city gate. 9 Nevertheless the priests of the high places did not go up to the 
altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brothers. 
10 He also defiled Topheth, which Is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, that no man 
might make his son or his daughter pass through the fire for Molech. 11 He did 

away with the horses which the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entrance 
of the house of the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the official, which was in 
the precincts; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 12 The altars which 
were on the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, 
and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the Lord, 
the king broke down; and he smashed them there and threw their dust into the 
brook Kidron. 13 The high places which were before Jerusalem, which were on the 
right of the mount of destruction which Solomon the king of Israel had built for 
Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of 
Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the sons of Ammon, the king defiled. 14 
He broke in pieces the sacred pillars and cut down the Asherim and filled their 
places with human bones. 


15 Furthermore, the altar that was at Bethel and the high place which Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, even that altar and the high place he 
broke down. Then he demolished its stones, ground them to dust, and burned the 
Asherah. 16 Now when Josiah turned, he saw the graves that were there on the 
mountain, and he sent and took the bones from the graves and burned them on the 


altar and defiled it according to the word of the Lord which the man of God 
proclaimed, who proclaimed these things. 17 Then he said, “What is this monument 


that | see?” And the men of the city told him, “It is the grave of the man of God who 
came from Judah and proclaimed these things which you have done against the 
altar of Bethel.” 18 He said, “Let him alone; let no one disturb his bones.” So they 
left his bones undisturbed with the bones of the prophet who came from Samaria. 
19 Josiah also removed all the houses of the high places which were in the cities of 
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made provoking the Lord; and he did to them 


just as he had done in Bethel. 20 All the priests of the high places who were there 


(2 Kings 23:4-20 NASB) 
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A brief candle of light in the darkness of sin and evil- and then once again it it 
extinguished! It is as if the cumulative weight of the sins of Judah were such a 
burden that they overwhelmed this brief moment of godlinesss and God’s Truth. 
The Passover was reformed, but whe Josiah dies the familiar pattern of evil returned 
to Judah’s kings: “Then the king commanded all the people saying, “Celebrate the 
Passover to the Lord your God as it is written in this book of the covenant.” 22 
Surely such a Passover had not been celebrated from the days of the judges who 
judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel and of the kings of Judah. 23 
But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was observed to the Lord in 
Jerusalem. 


24 Moreover, Josiah removed the mediums and the spiritists and the teraphim and 
the idols and all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in 
Jerusalem, that he might confirm the words of the law which were written in the 
book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord. 25 Before him there was 


(2 Kings 23:21-27 
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Two more “evil kings” followed- as wll as a punishing captivity by Egypt: “Now the 
rest of the acts of Josiah and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 29 In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up 
to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates. And King Josiah went to meet him, and 
when Pharaoh Neco saw him he killed him at Megiddo. 30 His servants drove his 
body in a chariot from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his 


own tomb. Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah and anointed 
him and made him king in place of his father. 


31 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. 32 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his 


fathers had done. 33 Pharaoh Neco imprisoned him at Riblah in the land of Hamath, 
that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a fine of one 
hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold.” (2 Kings 23:28-33 NASB) 


Then the Pharaoh changed the “substitute” king’s name, and allowed him to rule as 
a puppet in Judah. The fall from godliness had truly been both astonishing and 


rapid! The Bible describes it this way: “Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of 


. 35 So 
Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh, but he taxed the land in order to give 
the money at the command of Pharaoh. He exacted the silver and gold from the 
people of the land, each according to his valuation, to give it to Pharaoh Neco. 


36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Zebidah the daughter of 


Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his 
fathers had done.” ( 


2 Kings 23:34-37 NASB) 


Just when it seemed that nothing could be worse for Judah, it was. The king of 
Babylon then replace Pharaoh Neco and took control of Judah. The traditional 
enemies of Judah rose up and fought against Judah, killing innumerable people in 
the process. This was true darkness: “/n his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years; then he turned and 


rebelled against him. 2 The Lord sent against him bands of Chaldeans, bands of 
Arameans, bands of Moabites, and bands of Ammonites. So He sent them against 


5 Now the rest of the 
acts of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?” (2 Kings 24:1-5 NASB) 


The came Jehoachin, and the final siege and capture of Jerusalem. Judah had fallen, 
some 200 years after Israel, but the burden of sin was finally too much and God 
allowed “foreign” kings to take over the land. It would be only after years of 
suffering, captivity and repentance that the people would return to the Promised 
Land to rebuild the Temple and become an independent nation again: “So /ehoiakim 
slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place. 7 The king of 
Egypt did not come out of his land again, for the king of Babylon had taken all that 
belonged to the king of Egypt from the brook of Egypt to the river 


Euphrates.Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of 
Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his 
father had done. 


10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon went up to 
Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon came to the city, while his servants were besieging it. 12 Jehoiachin the 
king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he and his mother and his servants 
and his captains and his officials. So the king of Babylon took him captive in the 
eighth year of his reign. 13 He carried out from there all the treasures of the house 
of the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the vessels 
of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, just as the 
Lord had said. 14 Then he led away into exile all Jerusalem and all the captains and 
all the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the 
smiths, None remained except the poorest people of the land. 


15 So he led Jehoiachin away into exile to Babylon; also the king’s mother and the 
king’s wives and his officials and the leading men of the land, he led away into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 All the men of valor, seven thousand, and the 
craftsmen and the smiths, one thousand, all strong and fit for war, and these the 
king of Babylon brought into exile to Babylon.” (2 Kings 24:6-16 NASB) 
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The "upper class”, the tradesmen, the skilled artisans and others were deported, 
leaving only the poorest in Judah. Then Nebuchadnezzar appointed Jehoiachin’s 
uncle to rule in Judah, and changed his name from “Mataniah” to “Zedekiah”. As 
you would expect by now, he did “evil” in God’s sight and even led a rebellion 
against Babylon: “Then the king of Babylon made his uncle Mattaniah king in his 
place, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 


18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. 19 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done. 20 For through the anger of the Lord this came about in 
Jerusalem and Judah until He cast them out from His presence. And Zedekiah 


rebelled against the king of Babylon.” (2 Kings 24:17-20 NASB) 


Zedekiah’s rebellion was short and came to a violent and brutal end: “Now in the 
ninth year of his reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, camped against it and 
built a siege wall all around it. 2 So the city was under siege until the eleventh year 
of King Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe 
in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 4 Then the city was 
broken into, and all the men of war fled by night by way of the gate between the 
two walls beside the king’s garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the city. 
And they went by way of the Arabah. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the 
king and overtook him in the plains of Jericho and all his army was scattered from 
him. 6 Then they captured the king and brought him to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah, and he passed sentence on him. 7 They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with bronze 
fetters and brought him to Babylon.” (2 Kings 25:1-7 NASB) 


Jerusalem was pillaged and burned, and a new “governor” was appointed to rule 
over the remnants of God’s people still in Judah: “Now on the seventh day of the 
fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, 
came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned the house of the Lord, the king’s house, and all the 
houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire. 10 So all the army 
of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls 
around Jerusalem. 11 Then the rest of the people who were left in the city and the 
deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon and the rest of the people, 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away into exile. 12 But the captain of 
the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen. 


13 Now the bronze pillars which were in the house of the Lord, and the stands and 
the bronze sea which were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces 
and carried the bronze to Babylon. 14 They took away the pots, the shovels, the 

snuffers, the spoons, and all the bronze vessels which were used in temple service. 


15 The captain of the guard also took away the firepans and the basins, what was 
fine gold and what was fine silver. 16 The two pillars, the one sea, and the stands 
which Solomon had made for the house of the Lord—the bronze of all these vessels 
was beyond weight. 17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and a 
bronze capital was on it; the height of the capital was three cubits, with a network 
and pomegranates on the capital all around, all of bronze. And the second pillar was 
like these with network. 


18 Then the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah the 
second priest, with the three officers of the temple. 19 From the city he took one 
official who was overseer of the men of war, and five of the king’s advisers who 
were found in the city; and the scribe of the captain of the army who mustered the 
people of the land; and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the 
city. 20 Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the 
king of Babylon at Riblah. 21 Then the king of Babylon struck them down and put 
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was led away into exile 
from its land.” (2 Kings 25:8-21 NASB) 


That which was once glorious and beautiful was now pillaged and in ashes. The 
judgment of God was painful and clear. For many years the people of God would 
remember the glory they once enjoyed, and suffer under the rule of ungodly men. 
The punishment and consequences had now truly begun. The same God who 
allowed this terrible punishment would then in time fulfil His promise. The kingdom 
of Isarael, on which whose throne would sit one from the House of David, would be 
restored, but not for many years and not in the way that God’s people expected or 
imagined. God still had (and has!) the last word. 


The last part of 2 Kings reads like this: “Now as for the people who were left in the 
land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, he appointed 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan over them. 23 When all the 
captains of the forces, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had 
appointed Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, namely, Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of 
Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and 
their men. 24 Gedaliah swore to them and their men and said to them, “Do not be 
afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans; live in the land and serve the king of 
Babylon, and it will be well with you.”25 But it came about in the seventh month, 
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came 
with ten men and struck Gedaliah down so that he died along with the Jews and the 
Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, both small and 
great, and the captains of the forces arose and went to Egypt; for they were afraid 
of the Chaldeans. 


27 Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of 
Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil- 


prison clothes and had his meals in the king’s presence regularly all the days of his 
life; 30 and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, a 
portion for each day, all the days of his life.” (2 Kings 25:22-30 NASB) 


There was even a small mercy at the end of this book of the Bible, as Jehoachin is 
released and given his freedom, eating at the king’s table! 
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Th books of 1% and 2™ Chronicles are a retelling, and a thrological interpretation 
and teaching of the history of God’s people and His dealing with them. Despite the 
“rehash” nature of these two books, they are worthy of our attention and study. 


One useful reference (https://www.ligonier.org/blog/top-5-commentaries-on-the- 
books-of-1-2-chronicles/) points out: “If you randomly select 100 Christians and ask 
them to name their five favorite books of the Bible, it is unlikely that the books of 1 
& 2 Chronicles will be found on many lists. These books are largely neglected by 
Christians today. They are, however, part of God’s inspired and inerrant word, and 
since they are Scripture, these books are profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). Chronicles was written to 
the people of Israel in the early post-exilic period to guide them during the period of 
restoration following their long exile. These theologically rich books contain 
principles that remain as relevant for the people of God today as they were for the 
people of God then.” 


This exceprt from the Enduring Word Commentary by David Guzek 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-chronicles-1/) illustrates the scope 
and majesty of these two books written for us by the “Chronicler”: 


1 CHRONICLES 1 - FROM ADAM TO ABRAHAM 
A. From Adam to Abraham. 
1. (1-4) From Adam to the Sons of Noah. 


Adam, Seth, Enosh, Cainan, Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


a. Adam, Seth, Enosh: The opening verse of the Books of Chronicles indicates 
something of their focus. We know that Adam and Eve actually had three sons by 
name (Genesis 4:1-2), 4:25) plus many other unnamed sons and daughters (Genesis 
5:4). Yet in this first verse we read nothing of Cain or Abel; only of Seth. This 
indicates that the Chronicler was inspired by God to make a selective genealogy for 
a specific purpose. 


i. The Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally one book, and focus historically on 
King David and his dynasty after him. The actual history begins with the death of 
Saul, but the stage is set with these genealogical tables. The story continues until 
the return of the exiles from the Babylonian captivity, leading many to think that 
the Books were written by Ezra or at least in his time. 


ii. “Since Chronicles appears to be the work of an individual writer, who was a 
Levitical leader, some identification with Ezra the priest and scribe (Ezra 7:1-6) 
appears possible from the outset.” (Payne) 


iii. We can imagine the importance of these genealogical lists for the returning 
exiles. The message of the continuity of God’s work through the generations was 
important for them, as well as helping them to affirm their own place in that flow of 
God’s work through the ages. 


iv. “The principle design of the writer appears to have been this: to point out, from 
the public registers, which were still preserved, what had been the state of the 
different families previously to the captivity, that at their return they might enter in 
and repossess their respective inheritances. He enters particularly into the 
functions, genealogies, families, and orders of the priests and Levites; and this was 
peculiarly necessary after the return from the captivity, to the end that the worship 
of God might be conducted in the same way as before, and the by the proper 
legitimate persons.” (Clarke) 


v. “These books of the Chronicles are not the same which are so called, 1 Kings 
14:19, and elsewhere, (because some passages said to be there mentioned are not 
found here,) but other books, and written by other persons, and for other ends.” 
(Poole) 


vi. “It was not in fact until the fourth century that a.d. that Jerome, the famous Bible 
translator, first applied the term ‘Chronicle’ to these books... The mediating 
influence came from Luther, whose German title, Die Chronika, passed into English 
with Bible translations proliferated during the Reformation period.” (Selman) 


b. Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: This father and his three sons - each survivors of 
the flood - became the basis for the nations in the post-flood world. 


i. The span from Adam to Noah and his sons is common to all humanity. This first 
chapter is “A summary of the ‘generations’ of Genesis, from Adam to Edom/Esau, 
shows that all the nations were God’s creation and therefore part of his special 
purpose for Israel.” (Selman) 


The 1 book starts with a “Genealogy From Adam”: “Adam, Seth, Enosh, 2 Kenan, 
Mahalalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 4 Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth.” 
(1 Chronicles 1:1-4 NASB) 


The three sons of Noah- Shem, Ham and Japheth were the ancestors of “larger 
tribes” that many regard as Shem- the semistic peoples, Ham- the persons of color, 
primarily from Africa; and Japheth- the Eupropean famiy of mankind. These views 
have been widely disputed and even described as “racist”. Yet many feel this is an 
accurate description of the ancestry of the families of mankind 


(https://arkencounter.com/noah/sons/) and 
(https://www.freemaninstitute.com/RTGham.htm). 


The Chronicler then describes the geneaology of Abram/Abraham this way: 
“Abraham became the father of Isaac. The sons of Isaac were Esau and (Jacob) 


Israel. 35 The sons of Esau were Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam and Korah. 36 The sons 
of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna and Amalek. 37 The 
sons of Reuel were Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. 38 The sons of Seir were 
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. 39 The sons of Lotan were 
Hori and Homam, and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 40 The sons of Shobal were Alian, 
Manahath, Ebal, Shephi and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon were Aiah and Anah. 41 
The son of Anah was Dishon. And the sons of Dishon were Hamran, Eshban, Ithran 
and Cheran. 42 The sons of Ezer were Bilhan, Zaavan and Jaakan. The sons of 
Dishan were Uz and Aran.” (1 Chronicles 1:34-42 NASB) 


Then the Edomite kings are described: “Now these are the kings who reigned in the 
land of Edom before any king of the sons of Israel reigned. Bela was the son of Beor, 
and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 44 When Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah 
of Bozrah became king in his place. 45 When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the 
Temanites became king in his place. 46 When Husham died, Hadad the son of 
Bedad, who defeated Midian in the field of Moab, became king in his place; and the 
name of his city was Avith. 47 When Hadad died, Samlah of Masrekah became king 
in his place. 48 When Samlah died, Shaul of Rehoboth by the River became king in 
his place. 49 When Shaul died, Baal-hanan the son of Achbor became king in his 
place. 50 When Baal-hanan died, Hadad became king in his place; and the name of 
his city was Pai, and his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the 
daughter of Mezahab. 51 Then Hadad died. 


Now the chiefs of Edom were: chief Timna, chief Aliah, chief Jetheth, 52 chief 
Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon, 53 chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar, 54 
chief Magdiel, chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom.” (1 Chronicles 1:43-54 
NASB) 


1 Chronicles 2 takes up the lines of descent of Jacob/Israel and his sons: “These are 
the sons of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, 2 Dan, Joseph, 
Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 


3 The sons of Judah were Er, Onan and Shelah; these three were born to him by 
Bath-shua the Canaanitess. And Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the 
Lord, so He put him to death. 4 Tamar his daughter-in-law bore him Perez and 
Zerah. Judah had five sons in all. 


5 The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 6 The sons of Zerah were Zimri, Ethan, 
Heman, Calcol and Dara; five of them in all. 7 The son of Carmi was Achar, the 
troubler of Israel, who violated the ban. 8 The son of Ethan was Azariah.” (1 
Chronicles 2:1-7 NASB) 


The Chronicler then describes the family and ancestry of David, on which much of 
this book rests theologically: “Now the sons of Hezron, who were born to him were 
Jerahmeel, Ram and Chelubai. 10 Ram became the father of Amminadab, and 
Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, leader of the sons of Judah; 11 Nahshon 
became the father of Salma, Salma became the father of Boaz, 12 Boaz became the 


Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 15 Ozem the sixth, David'the'seVenth; 16 and 
their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. And the three sons of Zeruiah were Abshai, 


Joab and Asahel. 17 Abigail bore Amasa, and the father of Amasa was Jether the 
Ishmaelite.” (1 Chronicles 2:9-17 NASB) 
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The lineage of David, one of the persons with central focus in the Chronicles, is then 
given. Some authors note that two of David’s children are omitted from this 
account, perhaps because they died as infants or had no particular issues or 
relevance to the narrative (https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/1- 
chronicles-3.html). The Bible lists the geneaology this way: “Now these were the 
sons of David who were born to him in Hebron: the firstborn was Amnon, by 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the second was Daniel, by Abigail the Carmelitess; 2 the 
third was Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; the 
fourth was Adonijah the son of Haggith; 3 the fifth was Shephatiah, by Abital; the 
sixth was Ithream, by his wife Eglah. 4 Six were born to him in Hebron, and there he 
reigned seven years and six months. And in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 
5 These were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon, four, 
by Bath-shua the daughter of Ammiel; 6 and Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet, 7 Nogah, 
Nepheg and Japhia, 8 Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet, nine. 9 All these were the sons 
of David, besides the sons of the concubines; and Tamar was their sister.” (1 
Chronicles 3:1-9 NASB) 


Solomon’s line of descent, the “royal line”, is now listed: “Now Solomon’s son was 
Rehoboam, Abijah was his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son, 11 Joram his son, 
Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, 12 Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son, 
13 Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son, 14 Amon his son, Josiah his 
son.” (1 Chronicles 3:10-14 NASB) 


1 Chronicles 4 contains what many have regarded as a “hidden gem”- the story of 
Jabez (meaning “sorrows”) and his prayer. The Scripture gives this description of a 
godly man: “Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother named 
him Jabez saying, “Because | bore him with pain.” 10 Now Jabez called on the God 
of Israel, saying, “Oh that You would bless me indeed and enlarge my border, and 
that Your hand might be with me, and that You would keep me from harm that it 
may not pain me!” And God granted him what he requested.” (1 Chronicles 4:9-10 
NASB). The Bible reinforces once again the reality of a listening, caring and 
generous God! 


Since Reuben defiled his father Jacob/Israel’s bed (Genesis 35:22), his birthright was 
passed on to Joseph and then to Joseph’s two sons, born to him in Egypt: “Now the 
sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (for he was the firstborn, 
defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of 
Israel; so that he is not enrolled in the genealogy according to the birthright. 2 
Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came the leader, yet the 


3 the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel were 
Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.” (1 Chronicles 5:1-3) 


The Reubenites and Gadites are then described: “The sons of Reuben and the 
Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, consisting of valiant men, men who bore 
shield and sword and shot with bow and were skillful in battle, were 44,760, who 
went to war. 19 They made war against the Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish and Nodab. 20 
They were helped against them, and the Hagrites and all who were with them were 
given into their hand; for they cried out to God in the battle, and He answered their 
prayers because they trusted in Him. 21 They took away their cattle: their 50,000 
camels, 250,000 sheep, 2,000 donkeys; and 100,000 men. 22 For many fell slain, 
because the war was of God. And they settled in their place until the exile.” (1 


Chronicles 5:18-22 NASB) 


The first major theological point that the Chronicler makes is the reason for the fall 
of Israel to Assyria. The sins of disobedience and idolatry were at the heart of the 
reaon God allowed Assyria to exact punishment on His people: “Now the sons of the 
half-tribe of Manasseh lived in the land; from Bashan to Baal-hermon and Senir and 
Mount Hermon they were numerous. 24 These were the heads of their fathers’ 
households, even Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah and Jahdiel, mighty 
men of valor, famous men, heads of their fathers’ households. 


25 But they acted treacherously against the God of their fathers and played the 
harlot after the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had destroyed before 


them. 26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul, king of Assyria, even the 
spirit of Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away into exile, 
namely the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought 


them to Halah, Habor, Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this day.” (1 Chronicles 
5:23-26 NASB) 
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The Chronicler traces the descendants of Aaron, Moses’ brother, in the line of 
descent of the priests who served the important functions of the Temple, including 
atonement offerings. The Bible describes it this way: “But Aaron and his sons 
offered on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense, for all the work of 
the most holy place, and to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses 
the servant of God had commanded. 50 These are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his 
son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 51 Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his 
son, 52 Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son, 53 Zadok his son, 
Ahimaaz his son.” (1 Chronicles 6:49-53 NASB) 


Since the tribe of Levi was not assigned a particular plot of land, there were 
specially e designated locations for the priests to live: “Now these are their 
settlements according to their camps within their borders. To the sons of Aaron of 
the families of the Kohathites (for theirs was the first lot), 55 to them they gave 
Hebron in the land of Judah and its pasture lands around it; 56 but the fields of the 
city and its villages, they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 57 To the sons of 
Aaron they gave the following cities of refuge: Hebron, Libnah also with its pasture 


lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its pasture lands, 58 Hilen with its pasture lands, Debir 
with its pasture lands, 59 Ashan with its pasture lands and Beth-shemesh with its 
pasture lands; 60 and from the tribe of Benjamin: Geba with its pasture lands, 
Allemeth with its pasture lands, and Anathoth with its pasture lands. All their cities 
throughout their families were thirteen cities. 


61 Then to the rest of the sons of Kohath were given by lot, from the family of the 
tribe, from the half-tribe, the half of Manasseh, ten cities. 62 To the sons of 
Gershom, according to their families, were given from the tribe of Issachar and from 
the tribe of Asher, the tribe of Naphtali, and the tribe of Manasseh, thirteen cities in 
Bashan. 63 To the sons of Merari were given by lot, according to their families, from 
the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad and the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 64 So 
the sons of Israel gave to the Levites the cities with their pasture lands. 65 They 
gave by lot from the tribe of the sons of Judah, the tribe of the sons of Simeon and 
the tribe of the sons of Benjamin, these cities which are mentioned by name. 


66 Now some of the families of the sons of Kohath had cities of their territory from 
the tribe of Ephraim. 67 They gave to them the following cities of refuge: Shechem 
in the hill country of Ephraim with its pasture lands, Gezer also with its pasture 
lands, 68 Jokmeam with its pasture lands, Beth-horon with its pasture lands, 69 
Aijalon with its pasture lands and Gath-rimmon with its pasture lands; 70 and from 
the half-tribe of Manasseh: Aner with its pasture lands and Bileam with its pasture 
lands, for the rest of the family of the sons of Kohath. 


71 To the sons of Gershom were given, from the family of the half-tribe of 
Manasseh: Golan in Bashan with its pasture lands and Ashtaroth with its pasture 
lands; 72 and from the tribe of Issachar: Kedesh with its pasture lands, Daberath 
with its pasture lands 73 and Ramoth with its pasture lands, Anem with its pasture 
lands; 74 and from the tribe of Asher: Mashal with its pasture lands, Abdon with its 
pasture lands, 75 Hukok with its pasture lands and Rehob with its pasture lands; 76 
and from the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee with its pasture lands, Hammon 
with its pasture lands and Kiriathaim with its pasture lands. 


77 To the rest of the Levites, the sons of Merari, were given, from the tribe of 
Zebulun: Rimmono with its pasture lands, Tabor with its pasture lands; 78 and 
beyond the Jordan at Jericho, on the east side of the Jordan, were given them, from 
the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with its pasture lands, Jahzah with its 
pasture lands, 79 Kedemoth with its pasture lands and Mephaath with its pasture 
lands; 80 and from the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture lands, 
Mahanaim with its pasture lands, 81 Heshbon with its pasture lands and Jazer with 
its pasture lands.” (1 Chronicles 6:54-81 NASB) 


The commentary in the Enduring Word is helpful in understanding the unique 
functions of the priestly tribe of Levi: 


a. The sons of Levi were: This chapter describes the descendants of Levi and of 
Aaron. The entire tribe of Levi had a special place in Israel, given over to the service 
of God generally. Within the tribe of Levi was a special priestly family descended 
from Aaron. All priests were therefore Levites, but not all Levites were priests. 


i. “It has been well remarked that the genealogy of Levi is given here more ample 
and correct than that of any of the others. And this is perhaps an additional proof 
that the author was a priest, felt much for the priesthood, and took care to give the 
genealogy of the Levitical and sacerdotal families, from the most correct tables; for 
with such tables we may presume he was intimately acquainted.” (Clarke) 


ii. AS previously seen, Simeon and Levi were both cursed to be scattered because of 
their massacre of the men of Shechem (Genesis 34:24-300pen in Logos Bible 
Software (if available), 49:5-7Open in Logos Bible Software (if available)). God did in 
fact both divide the tribes of Simeon and Levi and scatter them among Israel. Yet 
the way it happened for each tribe was different. The tribe of Simeon, because of 
their lack of faithfulness, was effectively dissolved as a tribe, and the tribe of 
Simeon was absorbed into the tribal area of Judah. The tribe of Levi was also 
scattered, but because of the faithfulness of this tribe during the rebellion of the 
golden calf (Exodus 32:26-280pen in Logos Bible Software (if available)), the tribe 
was scattered as a blessing throughout the whole nation of Israel. Both were 
scattered, but one as a blessing and the other as curse. 


b. In the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem: “So called to distinguish it from the 
second temple, which was built or in building when these books were written.” 
(Poole) 


c. When the LORD carried Judah and Jerusalem into captivity by the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar: According to pattern, the inspired historian saw the hand of God 
even in the great tragedy that still afflicted Judah at the time of writing Chronicles. It 
was not the Babylonian Empire that carried Judah and Jerusalem into captivity, but 
it was the LORD. (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-chronicles-4-5-6-7- 
8/) 


1 Chronicles 7 lists the descendants of Issachar (1 Chronicles 7:1-5); Benjamin (6- 
12); Naptali (13) Manasseh (14-19); Ephriam (20-29); and Asher (30-40). 
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The Scriptures then list the geneaology of Benjamon (1 Chronicles 8:1-32), and then 
the line of descent of the family of Saul, Israel’s first earthly king. The listing is: “Ner 
became the father of Kish, and Kish became the father of Saul, and Saul became 

the father of Jonathan, Malchi-shua, Abinadab and Eshbaal. 34 The son of Jonathan 
was Merib-baal, and Merib-baal became the father of Micah. 35 The sons of Micah 
were Pithon, Melech, Tarea and Ahaz. 36 Ahaz became the father of Jehoaddah, and 
Jehoaddah became the father of Alemeth, Azmaveth and Zimri; and Zimri became 
the father of Moza. 37 Moza became the father of Binea; Raphah was his son, 
Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 38 Azel had six sons, and these were their names: 
Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah and Hanan. All these were the sons 
of Azel. 39 The sons of Eshek his brother were Ulam his firstborn, Jeush the second 
and Eliphelet the third. 40 


Benjamin.” (1 Chronicles 8: 33-40 NASB) 


The author of Chronicles then summarizes the fundamental reson that Judah was 
conquered and “carried away” by Babylon: “So al// Israel was enrolled by 
genealogies; and behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And 


Judah was carried away into exile to Babylon for their unfaithfulness.” (1 Cronicles 
9:1 NASB) 


The inhabitants of Jerusalem and the surrounding area, a central part of the 
holdings of the tribe of Judah and the Southern Kingdom, is then described in some 
detail. The Babylonian strategy- a wise one- was to take all the “upper class” anf 
tradesmen and leave only the rest of the people in residence: “Now the first who 
lived in their possessions in their cities were Israel, the priests, the Levites and the 
temple servants. 3 Some of the sons of Judah, of the sons of Benjamin and of the 
sons of Ephraim and Manasseh lived in Jerusalem: 4 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the 
son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, from the sons of Perez the son of 
Judah. 5 From the Shilonites were Asaiah the firstborn and his sons. 6 From the sons 
of Zerah were Jeuel and their relatives, 690 of them. 7 From the sons of Benjamin 
were Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah, 8 and 
lbneiah the son of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and 
Meshullam the son of Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah; 9 and their 
relatives according to their generations, 956. All these were heads of fathers’ 
households according to their fathers’ houses. 


10 From the priests were Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, Jachin, 11 and Azariah the son of 
Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of 
Ahitub, the chief officer of the house of God; 12 and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the 
son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, and Maasai the son of Adiel, the son of 
Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer; 13 and 
their relatives, heads of their fathers’ households, 1,760 very able men for the work 
of the service of the house of God. 


14 Of the Levites were Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 15 and Bakbakkar, Heresh and Galal and 
Mattaniah the son of Mica, the son of Zichri, the son of Asaph, 16 and Obadiah the 
son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and Berechiah the son of 
Asa, the son of Elkanah, who lived in the villages of the Netophathites. 


17 Now the gatekeepers were Shallum and Akkub and Talmon and Ahiman and their 
relatives (Shallum the chief 18 being stationed until now at the king’s gate to the 
east). These were the gatekeepers for the camp of the sons of Levi. 19 Shallum the 
son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his relatives of his father’s 
house, the Korahites, were over the work of the service, keepers of the thresholds 
of the tent; and their fathers had been over the camp of the Lord, keepers of the 
entrance. 20 Phinehas the son of Eleazar was ruler over them previously, and the 
Lord was with him. 21 Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was gatekeeper of the 
entrance of the tent of meeting. 22 All these who were chosen to be gatekeepers at 
the thresholds were 212. These were enrolled by genealogy in their villages, whom 
David and Samuel the seer appointed in their office of trust. 23 So they and their 


sons had charge of the gates of the house of the Lord, even the house of the tent, 
as guards. 24 The gatekeepers were on the four sides, to the east, west, north and 
south. 25 Their relatives in their villages were to come in every seven days from 
time to time to be with them; 26 for the four chief gatekeepers who were Levites, 
were in an office of trust, and were over the chambers and over the treasuries in 
the house of God. 27 They spent the night around the house of God, because the 
watch was committed to them; and they were in charge of opening it morning by 
morning. 


28 Now some of them had charge of the utensils of service, for they counted them 
when they brought them in and when they took them out. 29 Some of them also 
were appointed over the furniture and over all the utensils of the sanctuary and 
over the fine flour and the wine and the oil and the frankincense and the spices. 30 
Some of the sons of the priests prepared the mixing of the spices. 31 Mattithiah, 
one of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the 
responsibility over the things which were baked in pans. 32 Some of their relatives 
of the sons of the Kohathites were over the showbread to prepare it every sabbath. 


33 Now these are the singers, heads of fathers’ households of the Levites, who lived 
in the chambers of the temple free from other service; for they were engaged in 
their work day and night. 34 These were heads of fathers’ households of the Levites 
according to their generations, chief men, who lived in Jerusalem.” (1 Chronicles 
9:2-34 NASB) 


The author of the Chronicles focused he narrative on the returniong exiles...those 
who returned to the Lan after the Babylonian captivity. The Enduring Word 
commentary makes these excellent observations: A. Leaders in Jerusalem at the 
return from exile. 


1. (1-2) Summary of the genealogies. 


So all Israel was recorded by genealogies, and indeed, they were inscribed in the 
book of the kings of Israel. But Judah was carried away captive to Babylon because 
of their unfaithfulness. And the first inhabitants who dwelt in their possessions in 
their cities were Israelites, priests, Levites, and the Nethinim. 


a. So all Israel was recorded: The first eight chapters of 1 Chronicles list these 
genealogical records. These records were inscribed in the book of the kings of 
Israel, but these are not the same books we know today as 1 or 2 Kings. 


i. “Not in that sacred and canonical book so called, but (as hath been oft observed 
before) in the public records, wherein there was an account of that kingdom, and of 
several families in it, according to their genealogies.” (Poole) 


b. But Judah was carried away captive to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness: In 
one sentence, the Chronicler reminds us that it was not the clash of empires or the 
intrigues of the geopolitical scene that doomed the Kingdom of Judah. It was their 


unfaithfulness to God. If they had remained faithful, God would have protected 
them amid the rise and fall of a hundred powerful empires. 


c. And the first inhabitants who dwelt in their possessions in their cities were 
Israelites: The Chronicler completely skips over the 70 years of captivity between 
verses 1 and 2. His interest is not only in the past (demonstrated by 8 previous 
chapters of genealogies), but also in the present and in the future. The Israelites 
were back in the land. 


i. “All this means that Chronicles has taken the history of Israel a stage further than 
1 and 2 Kings. Although 2 Kings end on a note of genuine hope (2 Kings 25:27- 
300pen in Logos Bible Software (if available)), it is restrained and Israel is still in 
exile. But now winter is over, and these lists are a definite sign that spring has 
begun to arrive.” (Selman) 


blotted out.” (Poole) (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-chronicles-9/) 


Saul, for a variety of reasons we have examinied, was removed from the throne and 
he and his sons killed in battle wth the Philistines: “Now the Philistines fought 
against Israel; and the men of Israel fled before the Philistines and fell slain on 
Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines closely pursued Saul and his sons, and the Philistines 
struck down Jonathan, Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 The battle 
became heavy against Saul, and the archers overtook him; and he was wounded by 
the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword and thrust me 
through with it, otherwise these uncircumcised will come and abuse me.” But his 
armor bearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took his sword 
and fell on it. 5 When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell on 
his sword and died. 6 Thus Saul died with his three sons, and all those of his house 
died together. 


7 When all the men of Israel who were in the valley saw that they had fled, and that 
Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook their cities and fled; and the Philistines 
came and lived in them.” (1 Chronicles 10:1-7 NASB) 


The brave people of Jabesh Gilead then rescued Saul’s and his sons’ bodies, and 
gave them a propoer burial: “When all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines 
had done to Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose and took away the body of Saul and 
the bodies of his sons and brought them to Jabesh, and they buried their bones 
under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 


13 So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the Lord, because of 
the word of the Lord which he did not keep; and also because he asked counsel of a 
medium, making inquiry of it, 14 and did not inquire of the Lord. Therefore He killed 


him and turned the kingdom to David the son of Jesse.” (1 Chronicles 10:11-14 
NASB) 


David, the man “after God’s own heart”, then took over the throne in Judah. (1 
Samuel 13:14,Acts 13:22). 
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David became king, in accordance with Samuel’s anointing anf God’s plan for His 
people, and immediately fought the Jebusites for the city of Jerusalem: “Then all/ 
Israel gathered to David at Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and your 
flesh, 2 In times past, even when Saul was king, you were the one who led out and 
brought in Israel; and the Lord your God said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people 
Israel, and you shall be prince over My people Israel.’” 3 So all the elders of Israel 
came to the king at Hebron, and David made a covenant with them in Hebron 
before the Lord; and they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of 
the Lord through Samuel. Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (that is, 
Jebus); and the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, were there. 5 The inhabitants 
of Jebus said to David, “You shall not enter here.” Nevertheless David captured the 
stronghold of Zion (that is, the city of David). 6 Now David had said, “Whoever 
strikes down a Jebusite first shall be chief and commander.” Joab the son of Zeruiah 
went up first, so he became chief. 7 Then David dwelt in the stronghold; therefore it 
was Called the city of David. 8 He built the city all around, from the Millo even to the 


surrounding area; and Joab repaired the rest of the city. 9 David became greater 
and greater, for the Lord of hosts was with him.” (1 Chronicles 11:1-9 NASB) 


David’s success in battle and as leader are clearly attributed to God...for “the Lord 
of hosts was with him” (verse 9) David was wise enough to surround himself with 
supporters who were skilled in battle and fiercely loyal to him. Their exploits are 
described this way: “Now these are the heads of the mighty men whom David had, 
who gave him strong support in his kingdom, together with all Israel, to make him 
king, according to the word of the Lord concerning Israel. 11 These constitute the 
list of the mighty men whom David had: Jashobeam, the son of a Hachmonite, the 
chief of the thirty; he lifted up his spear against three hundred whom he killed at 
one time. 


12 After him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three 
mighty men. 13 He was with David at Pasdammim when the Philistines were 
gathered together there to battle, and there was a plot of ground full of barley; and 
the people fled before the Philistines. 14 They took their stand in the midst of the 
plot and defended it, and struck down the Philistines; 


15 Now three of the thirty chief men went down to the rock to David, into the cave 
of Adullam, while the army of the Philistines was camping in the valley of Rephaim. 
16 David was then in the stronghold, while the garrison of the Philistines was then 
in Bethlehem. 17 David had a craving and said, “Oh that someone would give me 
water to drink from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!” 18 So the three 
broke through the camp of the Philistines and drew water from the well of 


Bethlehem which was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David; nevertheless 

; 19 and he said, “Be it far 
from me before my God that I should do this. Shall | drink the blood of these men 
who went at the risk of their lives? For at the risk of their lives they brought it.” 
Therefore he would not drink it. These things the three mighty men did.” 1 
Chronicles 11:10-19 NASB). David clearly shows his character and strength in 
refusing to drink the spring water brought to him, but poured the water out as an 
offering to the Lord! 


The "mighty men” of the army are described in what must be one of the longest 
sentences in the Bible: “Now the mighty men of the armies were Asahel the brother 
of Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem, 27 Shammoth the Harorite, Helez 
the Pelonite, 28 Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, 29 
Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite, 30 Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the 
son of Baanah the Netophathite, 31 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the sons of 
Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 32 Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the 
Arbathite, 33 Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34 the sons of 
Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shagee the Hararite, 35 Ahiam the son of 
Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur, 36 Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the 
Pelonite, 37 Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of Ezbai, 38 Joel the brother of 
Nathan, Mibhar the son of Hagri, 39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite, the 
armor bearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah, 40 Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41 
Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 42 Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a 
chief of the Reubenites, and thirty with him, 43 Hanan the son of Maacah and 
Joshaphat the Mithnite, 44 Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel the sons of 
Hotham the Aroerite, 45 Jediael the son of Shimri and Joha his brother, the Tizite, 46 
Eliel the Mahavite and Jeribai and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the 
Moabite, 47 Eliel and Obed and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.” (1 Chronicles 11:26-47 
NASB) 


| thank God every day that my Mother did not name me “Dodo” (verse 26), 
although | have richly deserved that name from time to time! 


David then gathered people from a variety of the tribes with him, with the sole 
purpose of making David King of all Israel: “A// these, being men of war who could 
draw up in battle formation, came to Hebron with a perfect heart to make David 
king over all Israel; and all the rest also of Israel were of one mind to make David 
king. 39 They were there with David three days, eating and drinking, for their 
kinsmen had prepared for them. 40 Moreover those who were near to them, even 
as far as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought food on donkeys, camels, 
mules and on oxen, great quantities of flour cakes, fig cakes and bunches of raisins, 
wine, oil, oxen and sheep. There was joy indeed in Israel.” (1 Chronicles 12:38-40 
NASB). And there was “joy in Israel”, a description used only rarely in the Biblical 
account of God’s people! 


We then come to the story, previously told in Scripture, of the perils and hazards 
associated with moving the Ark of the Covenant. It ws clear that the Ark had been 
neglected by Saul, and David decided to make the Ark a center of worship and 


sacrifice in the new “central city” of Jerusalem. The tragic occurrences sirrounding 
the transport of the Ark seem strangeand off putting to modern readers. Why 
would a loving God strike someone down who was only trying to prevent the Ark 
from falling. What could God possibly object to in using a “new cart” for the 
transport of the Ark? The Scriptures tell the story this way: “Then David consulted 
with the captains of the thousands and the hundreds, even with every leader. 2 
David said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and if it is from the 
Lord our God, let us send everywhere to our kinsmen who remain in all the land of 
Israel, also to the priests and Levites who are with them in their cities with pasture 
lands, that they may meet with us; 

4 Then all the assembly said that they 


would do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 


5 So David assembled all Israel together, from the Shihor of Egypt even to the 
entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim. 6 David and all 
Israel went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, which belongs to Judah, to bring 
up from there the ark of God, the Lord who is enthroned above the cherubim, where 
His name is called. 7 They carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of 
Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. 8 David and all Israel were celebrating 
before God with all their might, even with songs and with lyres, harps, tambourines, 
cymbals and with trumpets. 


9 When they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to hold 
the ark, because the oxen nearly upset it. 10 The anger of the Lord burned against 
Uzza, so He struck him down because he put out his hand to the ark; and he died 


God that day, saying, “How can | bring the ark of God home to me?” 13 So David 


did not take the ark with him to the city of David, but took it aside to the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. 14 Thus the ark of God remained with the family of Obed- 
edom in his house three months; and the Lord blessed the family of Obed-edom 
with all that he had.” (1 Chronicles 13:1-14 NASB) 


A partial explanation is found in the Enduring Word commentary: “Transporting the 
ark on a cart was against God’s specific command. The ark was designed to be 
carried (Exodus 25:12-15) and was only to be carried by Levites of the family of 
Kohath (Numbers 4:15).” (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1- 
chronicles-13/). God is the God of details and specifics. His interest is in 
submission, obedience, and worship with al one’s heart, mind and being. When the 
wonderful plan to transport the Ark was made, it seemed “good” in the eyes 
(minds) of the people, but was not done in obedience to God’s very specific plans 
and commandments. The Ark was to be transported by those called to lead the 
people spiritually, and not by “mechanical means”! The failure of the people to 
follow God’s commands led to destruction and even death...this was a harsh but 
effective reminder of the consequences of sin...”the wages of sin is death” (Romans 
6:23). We often “spiritualize” this verse and refer to “spiritual” death only, and 
focus on the second part of the verse describing the gift of God of eternal life 


through Jesus. We do so sometimes at our peril of forgetting the seriousness of sin 
itself! 
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Polygamy was a frequent practice in the Old Covenant/Testament, and King David 
was an excellent example of this practice. The Scripture records David’s expanded 
family: “Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David with cedar trees, masons 
and carpenters, to build a house for him. 2 And David realized that the Lord had 
established him as king over Israel, and that his kingdom was highly exalted, for the 
sake of His people Israel. 


3 Then David took more wives at Jerusalem, and David became the father of more 
sons and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children born to him in 
Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 5 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet, 6 Nogah, 
Nepheg, Japhia, 7 Elishama, Beeliada and Eliphelet.” (1 Chronicles 14:1-7 NASB) 


David Lamb’s comments to Religious News shed some light on this practice: 
“Scripture is clear from the beginning that God designed marriage to be between 
one man and one woman. But post-fall, non-ideal forms of marriage appear, and 
God worked within that system to help provide justice, particularly for the wives in 
situations where they might get exploited. 


The example of Jacob might help here. We may think polygamy was primarily for 
the benefit of the husband. But Jacob was looking for just one wife: Rachel. It was 
everyone else who wanted to give him more wives. His father-in-law gave him Leah, 
because he wanted her to have security. Then Rachel and Leah offered Jacob their 
maidservants as his concubines to produce more children. Because of their non- 
ideal polygamous family structure, Jacob’s family was plagued with conflicts, and 
yet God was still able to work through it, to bring good for the nation of Israel, and 
ultimately, for the world.” (https://religionnews.com/2016/04/08/how-to-deal-with- 
the-old-testaments-regressive-sexual-standards/). 


David had great success in battle with the Philistines, and his skill in battle and his 
empowerment and blessing by God are cited in the Scriptures as reasons for this 
success. The “fear” that David imparted to these enemies of God’s people probably 
prevented further warfare: “When the Philistines heard that David had been 
anointed king over all Israel, all the Philistines went up in search of David; and 
David heard of it and went out against them. 9 Now the Philistines had come and 
made a raid in the valley of Rephaim. 10 David inquired of God, saying, “Shall 1 go 
up against the Philistines? And will You give them into my hand?” Then the Lord 
said to him, “Go up, for | will give them into your hand.” 11 So they came up to 
Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there; and David said, * 

” Therefore they 
named that place Baal-perazim. 12 They abandoned their gods there; so David gave 
the order and they were burned with fire. 


13 The Philistines made yet another raid in the valley. 14 David inquired again of 
God, and God said to him, “You shall not go up after them; circle around behind 


them and come at them in front of the balsam trees. 15 It shall be when you hear 
the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then you shall go out to 
battle, for God will have gone out before you to strike the army of the Philistines. 


16 David did just as God had commanded him, and they struck down the army of 
Then the fame of David went 


the Philistines from Gibeon even as far as Gezer. 17 


ww 


7 (1 
Chronicles 14:8-17 NASB) 


The Ark was then brought to Jerusalem- carried this time by the priests- and there 
was great rejoicing at its return. David danced with joy, and his very public display 
of his enthusiasm and gratefulness to God earned him the disapproval of Michal, 
who watched David dance from a window: “So it was David, with the elders of Israel 
and the captains over thousands, who went to bring up the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord from the house of Obed-edom with joy. 26 Because God was helping the 
Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord, they sacrificed seven 
bulls and seven rams. 27 Now David was clothed with a robe of fine linen with all 
the Levites who were carrying the ark, and the singers and Chenaniah the leader of 
the singing with the singers. David also wore an ephod of linen. 28 Thus all Israel 
brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting, and with sound of the 
horn, with trumpets, with loud-sounding cymbals, with harps and lyres. 


29 It happened when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came to the city of David, 
that Michal the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and saw King David 
leaping and celebrating; and she despised him in her heart.” (1 Chronicles 15:25-19 
NASB) 


David wird von feinem Weibe verachtet. 


Und da die Lade ded HERRN in die Stadt David fam, gute Meshal, die Tocdter Sauls, durchs Ferer, and fabe den Kdaig David fringes und tanya vor 
dem HERRR, und vevadtete thn in ibeem Heyen 


Mt Samet’ Gap Ov, 16 


1852-60 illustration by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld 


The website “Got Questions” suggests that God punished Michal for her disrespect 
by making her barren after this event (https://www.gotquestions.org/David-and- 
Michal.html). 


David then placed the Ark in a tent that he had pitched for this express purpose: 
“And they brought in the ark of God and placed it inside the tent which David had 
pitched for it, and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. 2 
When David had finished offering the burnt offering and the peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the Lord. 3 He distributed to everyone of Israel, 
both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread and a portion of meat and a 
raisin cake. 


4 He appointed some of the Levites as ministers before the ark of the Lord, even to 
celebrate and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel: 5 Asaph the chief, and 
second to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, 


Obed-edom and Jeiel, with musical instruments, harps, lyres; also Asaph played 
loud-sounding cymbals, 6 and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests blew trumpets 
continually before the ark of the covenant of God. 


7 Then on that day David first assigned Asaph and his relatives to give thanks to the 
Lord.” (1 Chronicles 16:1-7 NASB) 


What follows then is a psalm of praise. Was this written by David? Was this part of 
the original collections of worship songs/psalms used by God’s people in worship? 
David Guzik in the Enduring Word commentary certainly believes so: 


“David’s song of thanksgiving. 
1. (7) The psalm written for the special occasion. 


On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, 
to thank the LORD: 


a. David first delivered this psalm: David was known as sweet psalmist of Israel (2 
Samuel 23:1), and he specially wrote the following psalm to thank the LORD on the 
day the ark of the covenant was brough to Jerusalem. 


i. “The Psalm is found in the Book of Psalms; its first movement (8-22) in Psalm 

105:1-15; its second movement (23-33) in Psalm 96:1b-13a; its third movement 
(34-36) consisting of a quotation of the opening and closing sentences of Psalm 
106:1-47 and 48.” (Morgan) 


ii. “All three of the canonical psalms that he quoted are anonymous, ‘orphan 
psalms’ (without title) in the Old Testament Psalter; but on the basis of the king’s 
use of them here, they should indeed be classed as his.” (Payne) 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-chronicles-16/) 
The psalm itself is a beautiful testimony to God’s graciousness, love and provision: 


Psalm of Thanksgiving 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; 
Make known His deeds among the peoples. 

9 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Speak of all His wonders. 

10 Glory in His holy name; 

Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. 
11 Seek the Lord and His strength; 

Seek His face continually. 

12 Remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, 
His marvels and the judgments from His mouth, 
13 O seed of Israel His servant, 

Sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

14 He is the Lord our God; 


His judgments are in all the earth. 

15 Remember His covenant forever, 

The word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 
16 The covenant which He made with Abraham, 

And His oath to Isaac. 

17 He also confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

18 Saying, “To you | will give the land of Canaan, 

As the portion of your inheritance.” 

19 When they were only a few in number, 

Very few, and strangers in it, 

20 And they wandered about from nation to nation, 
And from one kingdom to another people, 

21 He permitted no man to oppress them, 

And He reproved kings for their sakes, saying, 

22 “Do not touch My anointed ones, 

And do My prophets no harm.” 

23 Sing to the Lord, all the earth; 

Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. 
24 Tell of His glory among the nations, 

His wonderful deeds among all the peoples. 

25 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

He also is to be feared above all gods. 

26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

27 Splendor and majesty are before Him, 

Strength and joy are in His place. 

28 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

29 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come before Him; 

Worship the Lord in holy array. 

30 Tremble before Him, all the earth; 

Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved. 
31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
And let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 
32 Let the sea roar, and all it contains; 

Let the field exult, and all that is in it. 

33 Then the trees of the forest will sing for joy before the Lord; 
For He is coming to judge the earth. 

34 O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

35 Then say, “Save us, O God of our salvation, 

And gather us and deliver us from the nations, 

To give thanks to Your holy name, 

And glory in Your praise.” 

36 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

From everlasting even to everlasting. 


Then all the people said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord.” (1 Chronicles 18:8-36 
NASB) 


Now true worship was not only possible but encouraged, as King David set the 
example by appointing permanent, full time priests to care for the worship of the 
people: “ 


38 and 
Obed-edom with his 68 relatives; Obed-edom, also the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah 
as gatekeepers. 39 He left Zadok the priest and his relatives the priests before the 
tabernacle of the Lord in the high place which was at Gibeon, 40 to offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord on the altar of burnt offering continually morning and evening, 
even according to all that is written in the law of the Lord, which He commanded 
Israel. 41 With them were Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest who were chosen, who 
were designated by name, to give thanks to the Lord, because His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. 42 And with them were Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and 
cymbals for those who should sound aloud, and with instruments for the songs of 
God, and the sons of Jeduthun for the gate. 


43 Then all the people departed each to his house, and David returned to bless his 
household.” (1 Chronicles 16:37-43 NASB) 


May 17, 2019 1 Chronicles 17-20 


The story of David’s desire to build a Temple for the Lord is then related in 1 
Chronicles 17. This narrative has been seen previously (2 Samuel 7). When 
something is repteated in Scripture, it typically means “pay attention’! In the case 
of the sweeping narrative of God’s dealing with His people from the covenants until 
the exile, we are presened with two versions of the story. As is typical of two 
narratives describing the same event, the emphasis and details may vary slightly. 
Most reasonable people, including more than a few Bible scholars, point out that 
this add rather than subtracts from the authenticity of the facts presented! 


The reason for God’s denial of David’s request may seem puzzling or even arbitratry 
(please see https://www.gotquestions.org/David-temple.html), but to God they 
made (and make!)) perfect sense. David was a warrior, and David’s son Solomon 
would be given the honor of building the Temple during the highest point in the 
history of God’s people on this earth. 


Nathan at first agreed with David’s desire to build the Temple: “And it came about, 
when David dwelt in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, “Behold, |!am 
dwelling in a house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the Lord is under 
curtains.” 2 Then Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in your heart, for God is with 
you.” (1 Chronicles 17:1-2 NASB) 


God, in a “Word” ( a direct communication from God- please see 
https://wwwi1.cbn.com/questions/how-know-hearing-word-god), explains His 
reasoning to Nathan, and thus to David, who is to receive Nathan’s telling of this 
vision: “/t came about the same night that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, 
4 “Go and tell David My servant, ‘Thus says the Lord, “You shall not build a house 
for Me to dwell in; 5 for | have not dwelt in a house since the day that | brought up 


Israel to this day, but | have gone from tent to tent and from one dwelling place to 
another. 6 In all places where | have walked with all Israel, have | spoken a word 
with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd My people, saying, 
‘Why have you not built for Me a house of cedar?’”’ 7 Now, therefore, thus shall you 
say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “| took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep, to be leader over My people Israel. 8 | have been with you 
wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and | 
will make you a name like the name of the great ones who are in the earth. 9! will 
appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, so that they may dwell in 
their own place and not be moved again; and the wicked will not waste them 
anymore as formerly, 10 even from the day that |! commanded judges to be over My 
people Israel. And | will subdue all your enemies. 


Moreover, | tell you that the Lord will build a house for you. 11 When your days are 
fulfilled that you must go to be with your fathers, that | will set up one of your 
descendants after you, who will be of your sons; and | will establish his kingdom. 12 
He shall build for Me a house, and! will establish his throne forever. 13 | will be his 
father and he shall be My son; and / will not take My lovingkindness away from him, 
as | took it from him who was before you. 14 But | will settle him in My house and in 
My kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established forever.”’” 1 Chronicles 
17:3-14 NASB) 


David then responds in joyful and revernt obedience and praise to God: ““Now, O 
Lord, let the word that You have spoken concerning Your servant and concerning his 
house be established forever, and do as You have spoken. 24 Let Your name be 
established and magnified forever, saying, ‘The Lord of hosts is the God of Israel, 
even a God to Israel; and the house of David Your servant is established before 
You.’ 25 For You, O my God, have revealed to Your servant that You will build for 
him a house; therefore Your servant has found courage to pray before You. 26 Now, 
O Lord, You are God, and have promised this good thing to Your servant. 27 And 
now it has pleased You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue 
forever before You; for You, O Lord, have blessed, and it is blessed forever.” (1 
Chronicles 17:23-27 NASB) 


What a wonderful model of response! Instead of insisting on his own way, David 
responds in humble obedience and praise God. | wish my repsonses to God’s 
“unexpected” andwers could be so heartfelt and sincere- and perhaps- even joyful! 


David turned his attention to consolidating “all Israel” and ridding God’s people of 
the pagan armies and influences that would ensnare or distract them from their One 
True God: “Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah defeated 18,000 Edomites in the 
Valley of Salt. 13 Then he put garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites became 
servants to David. And the Lord helped David wherever he went. So David reigned 
over all Israel; and he administered justice and righteousness for all his people. 15 
Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army, and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was 
recorder; 16 and Zadok the son of Ahitub and Abimelech the son of Abiathar were 
priests, and Shavsha was secretary; 17 and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
the Cherethites and the Pelethites, and the sons of David were chiefs at the king’s 
side.” (1 Chronicles 18:12-17 NASB) 


The narrative then turns to the subjugation of the Ammonites. David, seeing an 
opportunity to make a covenant of peace with the Ammonites on the passing of one 
king (Nahash) and ascension of another, sent “ambassadors” to the new king 
(Hanun, Nahash’s son) to present a case for peace. When these “ambassadors” 
were humiliated and sent back to David, it was clear that no peaceful relations with 
these Ammonites was possible. David acted decisively, as described in 1 Chronicles 
18: “Now it came about after this, that Nahash the king of the sons of Ammon died, 
and his son became king in his place. 2 


And David's servants came 
into the land of the sons of Ammon to Hanun to console him. 3 But the princes of 
the sons of Ammon said to Hanun, “Do you think that David is honoring your father, 
in that he has sent comforters to you? Have not his servants come to you to search 
and to overthrow and to spy out the land?” 4 


6 When the sons of Ammon saw that they had made themselves odious to David, 
Hanun and the sons of Ammon sent 1,000 talents of silver to hire for themselves 
chariots and horsemen from Mesopotamia, from Aram-maacah and from Zobah. 7 
So they hired for themselves 32,000 chariots, and the king of Maacah and his 
people, who came and camped before Medeba. And the sons of Ammon gathered 
together from their cities and came to battle. 8 When David heard of it, he sent Joab 
and all the army, the mighty men. 9 The sons of Ammon came out and drew up in 
battle array at the entrance of the city, and the kings who had come were by 
themselves in the field. 


10 Now when Joab saw that the battle was set against him in front and in the rear, 
he selected from all the choice men of Israel and they arrayed themselves against 
the Arameans. 11 But the remainder of the people he placed in the hand of Abshai 
his brother; and they arrayed themselves against the sons of Ammon. 12 He said, 
“lf the Arameans are too strong for me, then you shall help me; but if the sons of 
Ammon are too strong for you, then /| will help you. 13 


14 So Joab and the people who were 


with him drew near to the battle against the Arameans, and they fled before him. 15 
When the sons of Ammon saw that the Arameans fled, they also fled before Abshai 
his brother and entered the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem. 


16 When the Arameans saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they sent 
messengers and brought out the Arameans who were beyond the River, with 
Shophach the commander of the army of Hadadezer leading them. 17 When it was 
told David, he gathered all Israel together and crossed the Jordan, and came upon 
them and drew up in formation against them. And when David drew up in battle 
array against the Arameans, they fought against him. 18 


served him. Thus the Arameans were not willing to help the sons of Ammon 
anymore.” (1 Chronicles 19:1-19 NASB) 


Reminiscent of the victory of the young man David over Goliath the “giant”, David’s 
armies overcame the “giants” of the Philistines. The source of the success and 
strength of these armies was the abiding presence, guidance and intervention of 
the Lord! The Scripture tells us: “Then it happened in the spring, at the time when 
kings go out to battle, that Joab led out the army and ravaged the land of the sons 
of Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. And 
Joab struck Rabbah and overthrew it. 2 David took the crown of their king from his 
head, and he found it to weigh a talent of gold, and there was a precious stone in it; 
and it was placed on David’s head. And he brought out the spoil of the city, a very 
great amount. 3 He brought out the people who were in it, and cut them with saws 
and with sharp instruments and with axes. And thus David did to all the cities of the 
sons of Ammon. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem. 


4 Now it came about after this, that war broke out at Gezer with the Philistines; then 
Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Sippai, one of the descendants of the giants, and they 
were subdued. 5 And there was war with the Philistines again, and Elhanan the son 
of Jair killed , the shaft of whose spear was 
like a weaver’s beam. 6 Again there was war at Gath, where there was a man of 
great stature who had twenty-four fingers and toes, six fingers on each hand and six 
toes on each foot; and he also was descended from the giants. 7 


, and they fell by the hand of David and by the 
hand of his servants.” (1 Chronicels 20:1-8 NASB) 


There are significant variances in the translation of 1 Chronicles 20:3- some 
translations suggest that the conquered people were “put to work (conscripted 
labor)” with saws, sharp instruments and axes; others suggest they were “cut” with 


these same instruments. Please see (https://biblehub.com/1_chronicles/20-3.htm) 


for examples of these differing translations. 


Some light is shed on this with the eSword application, which includes Strong’s 
Hebew and Greek dictionary (image of the word “cut” definition follows): 


@&% &-Sword - the Sword of the LORD with an electronic edge = oO x 
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March 18, 2019 1 Chronicles 21-23 


David then “numbered” the fighting men in a census of all the tribes. This 
displeased God since David had learned (or should have learned) that the battle did 
not depend on mumbers or weapons but on the guidance support and energy of 
God. God was so dipleased that he gave David a choice- to be subject to an enemy 
or to God Himself. David, trusting God at least that much, chose to throw himself 
and his people onto God’s punishment and (hopefully) eventual mercy: “Then Satan 
stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel. 2 So David said to Joab 
and to the princes of the people, “Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan, 
and bring me word that | may know their number.” 3 Joab said, “May the Lord add 
to His people a hundred times as many as they are! But, my lord the king, are they 
not all my lord’s servants? Why does my lord seek this thing? Why should he be a 
cause of guilt to Israel?” 4 Nevertheless, the king’s word prevailed against Joab. 
Therefore, Joab departed and went throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem. 5 
Joab gave the number of the census of all the people to David. And all Israel were 
1,100,000 men who drew the sword; and Judah was 470,000 men who drew the 
sword. 6 But he did not number Levi and Benjamin among them, for the king’s 
command was abhorrent to Joab. 


7 God was displeased with this thing, so He struck Israel. 8 David said to God, “I 
have sinned greatly, in that | have done this thing. But now, please take away the 
iniquity of Your servant, for | have done very foolishly.” 


9 The Lord spoke to Gad, David's seer, saying, 10 “Go and speak to David, saying, 
‘Thus says the Lord, “I offer you three things; choose for yourself one of them, 

which | will do to you.”’” 11 So Gad came to David and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Take for yourself 12 either three years of famine, or three months to be swept 
away before your foes, while the sword of your enemies overtakes you, or else 


three days of the sword of the Lord, even pestilence in the land, and the angel of 
the Lord destroying throughout all the territory of Israel.’ Now, therefore, consider 
what answer | shall return to Him who sent me.” 13 David said to Gad, “lam in 
great distress; please let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are very 
great. But do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 


14 So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel; 70,000 men of Israel fell. 15 And God 
sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the Lord 
saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, “It is 
enough; now relax your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was standing by the 
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 16 Then David lifted up his eyes and saw the 
angel of the Lord standing between earth and heaven, with his drawn sword in his 
hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, covered with 
sackcloth, fell on their faces. 17 David said to God, “Is it not | who commanded to 
count the people? Indeed, | am the one who has sinned and done very wickedly, but 
these sheep, what have they done? O Lord my God, please let Your hand be against 
me and my father’s household, but not against Your people that they should be 
plagued.” (1 Chronicles 21:1-17 NASB). 


David then is ordered to build an altar on the threshing floor of Ornan (2 Samuel 24 
“Aruanah”- both names are used for this same individual 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Araunah) and make a sacrifice to remove the plague. 
David is learning that his own sin is the cause of this misery, and that he must take 
steps of repentance to remove the wrath that God has loosened: “Then the angel of 
the Lord commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up and build an 
altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19 So David went up 
at the word of Gad, which he spoke in the name of the Lord. 20 Now Ornan turned 
back and saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves. And 
Ornan was threshing wheat. 21 As David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw 
David, and went out from the threshing floor and prostrated himself before David 
with his face to the ground. 22 Then David said to Ornan, “Give me the site of this 
threshing floor, that | may build on it an altar to the Lord; for the full price you shall 
give it to me, that the plague may be restrained from the people.” 23 Ornan said to 
David, “Take it for yourself; and let my lord the king do what is good in his sight. 
See, | will give the oxen for burnt offerings and the threshing sledges for wood and 
the wheat for the grain offering; | will give it all.” 24 But King David said to Ornan, 
“No, but I will surely buy it for the full price; for | will not take what is yours for the 
Lord, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing.” 25 So David gave Ornan 600 
shekels of gold by weight for the site. 26 Then David built an altar to the Lord there 
and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. And he called to the Lord and He 
answered him with fire from heaven on the altar of burnt offering. 27 The Lord 
commanded the angel, and he put his sword back in its sheath. 


28 At that time, when David saw that the Lord had answered him on the threshing 
floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he offered sacrifice there. 29 For the tabernacle of the 
Lord, which Moses had made in the wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering were 
in the high place at Gibeon at that time. 30 But David could not go before it to 
inquire of God, for he was terrified by the sword of the angel of the Lord.” (1 
Chronicles 21:18-30 NASB) 


Before David died and left the actual construction of theTemple to Solomon, he 
made preparations for the construction, gathering building materials and 
tradesmen/craftsmen for this important task: “Then David said, “This is the house of 
the Lord God, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.” 


2 So David gave orders to gather the foreigners who were in the land of Israel, and 
he set stonecutters to hew out stones to build the house of God. 3 David prepared 
large quantities of iron to make the nails for the doors of the gates and for the 
clamps, and more bronze than could be weighed; 4 and timbers of cedar logs 
beyond number, for the Sidonians and Tyrians brought large quantities of cedar 
timber to David. 5 David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and 
the house that is to be built for the Lord shall be exceedingly magnificent, famous 
and glorious throughout all lands. Therefore now | will make preparation for it.” So 
David made ample preparations before his death.” (1 Conicles 22:1-5 NASB) 


David also assembled a leadership team for this important project: “David also 
commanded all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon, saying, 18 “Is not the 
LORD your God with you? And has He not given you rest on every side? For He has 
given the inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before the 
LORD and before His people. 19 Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD 
your God; arise, therefore, and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you 
may bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy vessels of God into the 
house that is to be built for the name of the LORD.” (1 Chronicles 22:17-19 NASB) 


Solomon then became king. The Chronicler omits many of the details of the 
rebellion against David and Solomon, including the rebellion and death of Absalom, 
which are documented in the books of Samuel. The priests were then assembled to 
take charge of all the details and procedures of worship that would be pleasing to 
God: “Now when David reached old age, he made his son Solomon king over Israel. 
2 And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel with the priests and the 
Levites.”(1 Chronicles 23:1-2 NASB) Among those mentioned in priestly service are 
the Levites (verses 3-6), the Gershonites (verses 7-11); the Kohathites (verses 12- 
20) and Merarites (verses 21-23). 


The duties of the Levites were slightly revised at this time: “ These were the sons of 
Levi according to their fathers’ households, even the heads of the fathers’ 
households of those of them who were counted, in the number of names by their 
census, doing the work for the service of the house of the Lord, from twenty years 
old and upward. 25 For David said, “The Lord God of Israel has given rest to His 


people, and He dwells in Jerusalem forever. 26 ee ee 


28 For 
their office is to assist the sons of Aaron with the service of the house of the Lord, in 
the courts and in the chambers and in the purifying of all holy things, even the work 
of the service of the house of God, 29 and with the showbread, and the fine flour for 
a grain offering, and unleavened wafers, or what is baked in the pan or what is well- 
mixed, and all measures of volume and size. 30 They are to stand every morning to 
thank and to praise the Lord, and likewise at evening, 31 and to offer all burnt 
offerings to the Lord, on the sabbaths, the new moons and the fixed festivals in the 
number set by the ordinance concerning them, continually before the Lord. 32 Thus 


they are to keep charge of the tent of meeting, and charge of the holy place, and 
charge of the sons of Aaron their relatives, for the service of the house of the Lord.” 
(1 Chronicles 23:24-32 NASB) 


May 19, 2019 1 Chrnicles 24-26 


1 Chronicles 24 describes the divisions of the Levite families and the assigned 
duties to each. What is striking is that these assignments were determined by “lot” 
or by chance. This method of determining the will of God is explored further in the 
useful reference (https://www.gotquestions.org/casting-lots.html) The Bible 
describes the process this way: “Now the divisions of the descendants of Aaron 
were these: the sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 But Nadab 
and Abihu died before their father and had no sons. So Eleazar and Ithamar served 
as priests. 3 David, with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar and Ahimelech of the sons of 
Ithamar, divided them according to their offices for their ministry. 4 Since more 
chief men were found from the descendants of Eleazar than the descendants of 
Ithamar, they divided them thus: there were sixteen heads of fathers’ households of 
the descendants of Eleazar and eight of the descendants of Ithamar, according to 
their fathers’ households. 5 


6 Shemaiah, the son of Nethanel the 
scribe, from the Levites, recorded them in the presence of the king, the princes, 
Zadok the priest, Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the fathers’ 
households of the priests and of the Levites; one father’s household taken for 
Eleazar and one taken for Ithamar.” (1 Chronicles 24:1-6 NASB) 


The divisions of the musicians was done in the same way: “ 

, the small as well as the great, the teacher as well as the pupil. 9 
Now the first lot came out for Asaph to Joseph, the second for Gedaliah, he with his 
relatives and sons were twelve...” (1 Chronicles 25:8-9 NASB) 


The duties and assignments of the gatekeepers (verses 1-19) were decided by lot; 
the keepers of the treasure are described in verses 20-28, the “outside duties” 
(officers and judges) were assigned to several families of the Levites (1 Chronicles 
26:verses 29-32). A helpful and detailed exploration of these duties and 
assignments is given in the Enduring Word commentary by David Guzik 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-chronicles-26/) 
May 20, 2019 1 Chronicles 27-29 


The enumeration continues in 1 Chrnicles 27. First, the commanders of troops are 
numbered (verses 1-15); then the chief officers of each tribe (verses 16-24), 
followed by the overseers (verses 25-31) and the counselors (verses 32-34). All of 
these provided unique support for the United Kingdom under David's rule. 


In a stirring address to the people, David then passes the mantle of leadership- 
political and spiritual- to his son Solomon: “Now David assembled at Jerusalem all 
the officials of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the commanders of the divisions 
that served the king, and the commanders of thousands, and the commanders of 
hundreds, and the overseers of all the property and livestock belonging to the king 


and his sons, with the officials and the mighty men, even all the valiant men. 2 Then 
King David rose to his feet and said, “Listen to me, my brethren and my people; | 
had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the covenant of the Lord and 
for the footstool of our God. So | had made preparations to build it. 3 But God said 
to me, ‘You shall not build a house for My name because you are a man of war and 
have shed blood.’ 4 Yet, the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me from all the house of 
my father to be king over Israel forever. For He has chosen Judah to be a leader; 
and in the house of Judah, my father’s house, and among the sons of my father He 
took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel. 5 Of all my sons (for the Lord 
has given me many sons), He has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of 
the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 6 He said to me, ‘Your son Solomon is the one 
who shall build My house and My courts; for | have chosen him to be a son to Me, 
and | will be a father to him. 71 will establish his kingdom forever if he resolutely 
performs My commandments and My ordinances, as is done now.’ 8 So now, in the 
sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of our God, observe 
and seek after all the commandments of the Lord your God so that you may possess 
the good land and bequeath it to your sons after you forever. 


9 “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a 
whole heart and a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands 
every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you 
forsake Him, He will reject you forever. 10 Consider now, for the Lord has chosen 
you to build a house for the sanctuary; be courageous and act.” (1 Chronicles 28:1- 
10 NASB) 


David then assures Solomon that al the plans and details of the Temple had been 
given to him directly from God: 


20 


Zl 
Now behold, there are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service 
of the house of God, and every willing man of any skill will be with you in all the 
work for all kinds of service. The Officials also and all the people will be entirely at 
your command.” (1 Chronicles 28:19-21 NASB) 


It is important for us (as it was for Solomon) to realize that the whole Temple- its 
plans and even the small details- were given to David directly from God. When God 
is this specific, we would do well (and be blessed!) to recognize and follow God’s 
specific plans! There are echoes of Joshua’s commission before entering the 
Promised Land in these words of David to Solomon. Just as the Lord Himself 
admonished Joshua to be “strong and courageous” (1 Samuel 1:9 and 18), David 
gives Solomon the same admonishment and challenge (verse 20) 


David had amassed a tremendous amount of precious and costle materials for the 
temple, and he gave them gladly for this high purpose: “Then King David said to the 
entire assembly, “My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is still young and 
inexperienced and the work is great; for the temple is not for man, but for the Lord 
God. 2 Now with all my ability | have provided for the house of my God the gold for 


the things of gold, and the silver for the things of silver, and the bronze for the 
things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron, and wood for the things of wood, 
onyx stones and inlaid stones, stones of antimony and stones of various colors, and 
all kinds of precious stones and alabaster in abundance. 3 Moreover, in my delight 
in the house of my God, the treasure | have of gold and silver, | give to the house of 
my God, over and above all that | have already provided for the holy temple, 4 
namely, 3,000 talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and 7,000 talents of refined 
silver, to overlay the walls of the buildings; 5 of gold for the things of gold and of 
silver for the things of silver, that is, for all the work done by the craftsmen. Who 
then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the Lord?” 


6 Then the rulers of the fathers’ households, and the princes of the tribes of Israel, 
and the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, with the overseers over the 
king’s work, offered willingly; 7 and for the service for the house of God they gave 
5,000 talents and 10,000 darics of gold, and 10,000 talents of silver, and 18,000 
talents of brass, and 100,000 talents of iron. 8 Whoever possessed precious stones 
gave them to the treasury of the house of the Lord, in care of Jehiel the Gershonite. 
9 Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made 
their offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.” 
(1 Chronicles 27:1-9 NASB) 


And by providing such an example of generosity and dedication, the people 
responded by contributing overwhelming amounts of gold, silve, brass and iron! 


David then prayed a prayer of dedication and gratitude to God, again setting the 
example for God’s people: “So David blessed the Lord in the sight of all the 
assembly; and David said, “Blessed are You, O Lord God of Israel! our father, forever 
and ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; 
Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You exalt Yourself as head over all. 12 Both 
riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power 
and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone. 13 
Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. 


14 “But who am! and who are my people that we should be able to offer as 
generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have 
given You. 


, and there is no hope. 16 O Lord our 
God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for Your holy 
name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours. 17 Since | know, O my God, that You try 
the heart and delight in uprightness, I, in the integrity of my heart, have willingly 
offered all these things; so now with joy | have seen Your people, who are present 
here, make their offerings willingly to You. 18 O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Israel, our fathers, preserve this forever in the intentions of the heart of Your 
people, and direct their heart to You; 19 and give to my son Solomon a perfect 
heart to keep Your commandments, Your testimonies and Your statutes, and to do 
them all, and to build the temple, for which | have made provision.” 


20 Then David said to all the assembly, “Now bless the Lord your God.” And all the 
assembly blessed the Lord, the God of their fathers, and bowed low and did homage 
to the Lord and to the king.” (1 Chronicles 29:10-20 NASB) 


Then abundant sacrifices were made to the Lord (verses 21-22a). Solomon is then 
crowned king (again!): “And they made Solomon the son of David king a second 
time, and they anointed him as ruler for the Lord and Zadok as priest. 23 Then 
Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead of David his father; and he 
prospered, and all Israel obeyed him. 24 All the officials, the mighty men, and also 
all the sons of King David pledged allegiance to King Solomon. 25 The Lord highly 
exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed on him royal majesty which 
had not been on any king before him in Israel. 


26 Now David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 27 The period which he 
reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned in Hebron seven years and in 
Jerusalem thirty-three years.” (1 Chronicles 29:22b-26 NASB) 


David then dies, and the Chronicler adds praise to his description of David. David, 
having survived the persecution and danger of a vengeful Saul, the challenge of a 
Philistine giant, and the shame of adultery and murder, had brought Israel to near 
its zenith. Solomon would rule a United Kingdom, and the temple would stand as 
testimony to the holiness, sovereignty, and grace of God 


29 
Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the chronicles of Samuel 
the seer, 
seer, 30 with all his reign, his power, and the circumstances which came on him, on 
Israel, and on all the kingdoms of the lands.” (1 Chronicles 29:28-30 NASB) 

Once again, we have references to several “lost” books of history- the chronicles of 
Gad the Seer and Nathan the Prophet. We can rejoice that God has given us a 
complete Book, that is sufficient for faith, instruction, correction and practice (2 
Timothy 3:16-17)! 
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Solomon then worships- offering 1000 sacrifices- and prays to God as he worships. 
God then appears! When we worship, | often believe we would be startled, 
confused, and maybe even upset, if God dared to appear and be present in an 
unforgettable way in our “worship”. God, who “inhabits the praise” of His people 
(Psalm 22:3 KJV), not only appeared to Solomon but asked what He could give tio 
the newly established king: “Now Solomon the son of David established himself 
securely over his kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him and exalted him 
greatly. 


2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the commanders of thousands and of hundreds and 
to the judges and to every leader in all Israel, the heads of the fathers’ households. 
3 Then Solomon and all the assembly with him went to the high place which was at 
Gibeon, for God’s tent of meeting was there, which Moses the servant of the Lord 
had made in the wilderness. 4 However, David had brought up the ark of God from 
Kiriath-jearim to the place he had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it in 
Jerusalem. 5 Now the bronze altar, which Bezale/ the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had 


made, was there before the tabernacle of the Lord, and Solomon and the assembly 
sought it out. 6 Solomon went up there before the Lord to the bronze altar which 
was at the tent of meeting, and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it. 


7 In that night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask what | shall give 
you.” (2 Chronicles 1:1-7 NASB) 


What a startling question! When Jesus asked this of a blind man (Mark 10:51 NIV 
"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. The blind man said, "Rabbi, 
| want to see. ") 

The answer was the most obvious one- he wished to have his sight! When God 
asked Solomon this same question, Solomon answered with insight and humility: 
“Solomon said to God, “You have dealt with my father David with great 
lovingkindness, and have made me king in his place. 9 Now, O Lord God, Your 
promise to my father David Is fulfilled, for You have made me king over a people as 
numerous as the dust of the earth. 10 


?” 11 God said to Solomon, “ 


you.” 13 So Solomon went from the high place which was at Gibeon, from the tent 
of meeting, to Jerusalem, and he reigned over Israel.” (2 Chronicles 1:8-13 NASB) 


God was pleased with Solomon's response, and out of His desire to give great gifts 
to His children, gave Solomon exceedingly more than he asked! The last part of 2 
Chronicles 1 lists the amazing amount of wealth that came to Solomon as ruler: 
“The king made silver and gold as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones, and he made 
cedars as plentiful as sycamores in the lowland.” (2 Chronicles 1:15 NASB) 


Now that Solomon had prayed, worshiped, and sought God’s counsel, then the 
serious work of building the magnificent Temple could begin. Solomon appealed to 
the King of Tyre (rendered Hiram 1 Kings 5:18 or Huram 2 Chron 2:3,11) for 
materials and expert craftsmen, and his wishes were granted: “Then Huram, king of 
Tyre, answered in a letter sent to Solomon: “Because the Lord loves His people, He 
has made you king over them.” 12 Then Huram continued, “Blessed be the Lord, 

the God of Israel, who has made heaven and earth, who has given King David a wise 
son, endowed with discretion and understanding, who will build a house for the Lord 
and a royal palace for himself. 


13 “Now lam sending Huram-abi, a skilled man, endowed with understanding, 14 
the son of a Danite woman and a Tyrian father, who knows how to work in gold, 
silver, bronze, iron, stone and wood, and in purple, violet, linen and crimson fabrics, 
and who knows how to make all kinds of engravings and to execute any design 
which may be assigned to him, to work with your skilled men and with those of my 
lord David your father. 15 Now then, let my lord send to his servants wheat and 
barley, oil and wine, of which he has spoken. 16 We will cut whatever timber you 


need from Lebanon and bring it to you on rafts by sea to Joppa, so that you may 
carry it up to Jerusalem.” (2 Chronicles 2:11-16 NASB) 


The Temple was built on Mount Moraih, at the site of the threshing floor purchased 
by David: “Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem on 
Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that 
David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 He began to 
build on the second day in the second month of the fourth year of his reign.” (2 
Chronicles 3:1-2 NASB) 
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Plan of Solomon’s Temple (published 1905) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon 
%27s_ Temple#/media/File:Plan_of Soloman%27s_ Temple.jpqg) 


Th details and dimensions of the Temple were grand and impressive, suiting the 
purposes for which the Temple was intended- as a monument to the greatness and 
goodness of Israel’s God, as well as a place of sacrifice, praise and worship: “Now 
these are the foundations which Solomon laid for building the house of God. The 
length in cubits, according to the old standard was sixty cubits, and the width 


twenty cubits. 4 The porch which was in front of the house was as long as the width 
of the house, twenty cubits, and the height 120; and inside he overlaid it with pure 
gold. 5 He overlaid the main room with cypress wood and overlaid it with fine gold, 
and ornamented it with palm trees and chains. 6 Further, he adorned the house 
with precious stones; and the gold was gold from Parvaim. 7 He also overlaid the 
house with gold—the beams, the thresholds and its walls and its doors; and he 
carved cherubim on the walls. 


8 Now he made the room of the holy of holies: its length across the width of the 
house was twenty cubits, and its width was twenty cubits; and he overlaid it with 
fine gold, amounting to 600 talents. 9 The weight of the nails was fifty shekels of 
gold. He also overlaid the upper rooms with gold. 


10 Then he made two sculptured cherubim in the room of the holy of holies and 
overlaid them with gold. 11 The wingspan of the cherubim was twenty cubits; the 
wing of one, of five cubits, touched the wall of the house, and its other wing, of five 
cubits, touched the wing of the other cherub. 12 The wing of the other cherub, of 
five cubits, touched the wall of the house; and its other wing of five cubits was 
attached to the wing of the first cherub. 13 The wings of these cherubim extended 
twenty cubits, and they stood on their feet facing the main room. 14 He made the 
veil of violet, purple, crimson and fine linen, and he worked cherubim on it. 


15 He also made two pillars for the front of the house, thirty-five cubits high, and 
the capital on the top of each was five cubits. 16 He made chains in the inner 
sanctuary and placed them on the tops of the pillars; and he made one hundred 
pomegranates and placed them on the chains. 17 He erected the pillars in front of 
the temple, one on the right and the other on the left, and named the one on the 
right Jachin and the one on the left Boaz.” (2 Chronicles 3:3-17 NASB) 
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Everyhting in the Temple was of the highest level of craftsmanship, and of the finest 
materials available. This is a reflection of the dediction of the workmen as well as 
the authority behind them- the very best was the constant standard. This to me is 
reminiscent of the title of Oswald Chambers’ most beloved devotional book- “Our 
Utmost for His Highest”. We can- and should- bring, give and be our best for the 
Lord!: “Solomon also made all the things that were in the house of God: even the 
golden altar, the tables with the bread of the Presence on them, 20 the lampstands 
with their lamps of pure gold, to burn in front of the inner sanctuary in the way 
prescribed; 21 the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs of gold, of purest gold; 22 and 
the snuffers, the bowls, the spoons and the firepans of pure gold; and the entrance 
of the house, its inner doors for the holy of holies and the doors of the house, that 
is, of the nave, of gold.” (2 Chronicles 4:19-22 NASB) 


When all the construction and magnificent craftmanship was finished, and every 
detail followed with meticulous care, the Rk was brought in- carried by the priests in 
accordance with God’s instructions: “Thus all the work that Solomon performed for 
the house of the Lord was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David 
his father had dedicated, even the silver and the gold and all the utensils, and put 
them in the treasuries of the house of God. 


2 Then Solomon assembled to Jerusalem the elders of Israel and all the heads of the 
tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ households of the sons of Israel, to bring up the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which Is Zion. 3 All the men 
of Israel assembled themselves to the king at the feast, that is in the seventh 
month. 4 Then all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took up the ark. 5 They 
brought up the ark and the tent of meeting and all the holy utensils which were in 
the tent; the Levitical priests brought them up. 6 And King Solomon and all the 
congregation of Israel who were assembled with him before the ark, were sacrificing 
so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. 7 Then the 
priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, into the inner 
sanctuary of the house, to the holy of holies, under the wings of the cherubim. 8 For 
the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim 
made a covering over the ark and its poles. 9 The poles were so long that the ends 
of the poles of the ark could be seen in front of the inner sanctuary, but they could 
not be seen outside; and they are there to this day. 10 There was nothing in the ark 
except the two tablets which Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord made a 
covenant with the sons of Israel, when they came out of Egypt.” (2 Chronicles 5:1- 
10 NASB) 

Then the Glory of God filled the Temple! Here the Glory is represented by a “cloud”: 
“When the priests came forth from the holy place (for all the priests who were 
present had sanctified themselves, without regard to divisions), 12 and all the 
Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons and kinsmen, clothed in 
fine linen, with cymbals, harps and lyres, standing east of the altar, and with them 
one hundred and twenty priests blowing trumpets 13 in unison when the trumpeters 
and the singers were to make themselves heard with one voice to praise and to 
glorify the Lord, and when they lifted up their voice accompanied by trumpets and 
cymbals and instruments of music, and when they praised the Lord saying, “He 
indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlastin 


(2 Chronicles 
5:11-14 NASB) 
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Solomon then declared to the people that this event- this historic and momentous 
occasion- was in the mind of God from the moment He chose David to be His king: 
“Then Solomon said, 


“The Lord has said that He would dwell in the thick cloud. 
2 “| have built You a lofty house, 
And a place for Your dwelling forever.” 


3 Then the king faced about and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the 
assembly of Israel was standing. 4 He said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who spoke with His mouth to my father David and has fulfilled it with His hands, 
saying, 5 ‘Since the day that | brought My people from the land of Egypt, | did not 
choose a city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house that My name 
might be there, nor did | choose any man for a leader over My people Israel; 6 but | 
have chosen Jerusalem that My name might be there, and | have chosen David to 
be over My people Israel.’ 7 Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a 
house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8 But the Lord said to my father 
David, ‘Because it was in your heart to build a house for My name, you did well that 
it was in your heart. 9 Nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son who 
will be born to you, he shall build the house for My name.’ 10 Now the Lord has 
fulfilled His word which He spoke; for | have risen in the place of my father David 
and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built the house for 
the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 11 There | have set the ark in which is the 
covenant of the Lord, which He made with the sons of Israel.” (2 Chronicles 6:1-11 
NASB) 


Solomon then prays a beautiful, sincere, and heartfelt prayer of dedication and 
supplication, calling on the Lord to bless His people, and praising God for His 


goodness, mercy and provision: “Now, O my God, | pray, let Your eyes be open and 
Your ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place. 


41 “Now therefore arise, O Lord God, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your 
might; let Your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation and let Your godly 
ones rejoice in what is good. 


42 “O Lord God, do not turn away the face of Your anointed; remember Your 
lovingkindness to Your servant David.” (2 Chronicles 6:40-42 NASB). 
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There was an abundance of praise and sacrifice, and God answered this praise and 
worship by sending fore from heaven to consume the offerings: “Now when 
Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the 
burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the house. 2 The 
priests could not enter into the house of the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled 
the Lord’s house. 3 All the sons of Israel, seeing the fire come down and the glory of 
the Lord upon the house, bowed down on the pavement with their faces to the 
ground, and they worshiped and gave praise to the Lord, saying, “Truly He is good, 
truly His lovingkindness is everlasting.” (2 Chronicles 7:1-3 NASB) 


Even more sacrifices were then offered, and the people celebrated this cap[stone 
accomplishment of creating a central place of worship to honor the God who ws 
with them, the God who delivered them, and the God who has and had mercy and 
lovingkindness for them: “Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before 
the Lord. 5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. 
Thus the king and all the people dedicated the house of God. 6 The priests stood at 
their posts, and the Levites also, with the instruments of music to the Lord, which 
King David had made for giving praise to the Lord—“for His lovingkindness is 
everlasting”—whenever he gave praise by their means, while the priests on the 
other side blew trumpets; and all Israel was standing. 


7 Then Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was before the house of 
the Lord, for there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat of the peace offerings 
because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to contain the 
burnt offering, the grain offering and the fat. 


8 So Solomon observed the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him, 
a very great assembly who came from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of 
Egypt. 9 On the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, for the dedication of the 
altar they observed seven days and the feast seven days. 10 Then on the twenty- 
third day of the seventh month he sent the people to their tents, rejoicing and 
happy of heart because of the goodness that the Lord had shown to David and to 
Solomon and to His people Israel.” (2 Chronicles 7:4-11 NASB). 


The God answered this praise and sacrifice by speaking to Solomon directly. It is 
important to note the details of the answer God gave to Solomon that day in 

history: 1) God assured Solomon that his prayer (and by inference the prayers of 
the people) had been heard; 2) God made a promise to Solomon and the people; 


and 3) this promise was conditional. Note that God’s love, care and concern were 
NOT conditional, only His response to the obedicence or disobedience of the people 
He had called. It is a hard lesson to realize that the Lord disciplines only the ones 
He loves (Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6) “because the LORD disciplines those he 
loves, as a father the son he delights in.” (Proverbs 3:12 NIV) 


The Bible describes God’s response this way: “Then the Lord appeared to Solomon 


at night and said to him, “have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for 


Wfeommand the oct fo de 13 If | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, a 


eo ee 5 Now My eyes will be open and My ears 


attentive to the prayer offered in this place. 16 For now | have chosen and 
consecrated this house that My name may be there forever, and My eyes and My 
heart will be there perpetually. 17 As for you, if you walk before Me as your father 
David walked, even to do according to all that | have commanded you, and will keep 
My statutes and My ordinances, 18 then! will establish your royal throne as | 
covenanted with your father David, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to be ruler in 
Israel.’ 


have set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, 20 then il 


consecrated for My nave 21 As for this house, which was exalted, everyone who 


passes by it will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land 
and to this house?’ 22 And they will say, ‘Because they forsook the Lord, the God of 
their fathers who brought them from the land of Egypt, and they adopted other 
gods and worshiped them and served them; therefore He has brought all this 
adversity on them.’” (2 Chronicles 7:12-22 NASB) 


The (brief!) period of time that followed illustrated the breadth and depth of God’s 
promises and blessings. Solomon prospered and was successful in battle, 
consolidating the people and the land to a United Kingdom> The Scriptures 
describe it this way: “Now it came about at the end of the twenty years in which 
Solomon had built the house of the Lord and his own house 2 that he built the cities 
which Huram had given to him, and settled the sons of Israel there. 


3 Then Solomon went to Hamath-zobah and captured it. 4 He built Tadmor in the 
wilderness and all the storage cities which he had built in Hamath. 5 He also built 
upper Beth-horon and lower Beth-horon, fortified cities with walls, gates and bars; 6 
and Baalath and all the storage cities that Solomon had, and all the cities for his 
chariots and cities for his horsemen, and all that it pleased Solomon to build in 
Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land under his rule. 


7 All of the people who were left of the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 


. 9 But Solomon did not make 


slaves for his work from the sons of Israel; they were men of war, his chief captains 
and commanders of his chariots and his horsemen. 10 These were the chief officers 
of King Solomon, two hundred and fifty who ruled over the people.” (2 Chronicles 
8:1-10 NASB) 


Eve at this geopolitical and spiritual zenith, the seeds of disobedience were present. 
Those peoples whom God had ordered to be destroyed remained, and the sin in 
Solomon’s heart would lead him to make choices to matrry and forge alliances that 
were not in God’s perfect will for Solomon. The Bible describes these conqured but 
still viable peoples (verse 7-8 above). 


The greatness and wisdom of Solomon’s reign is reflected in the words of the 
visitor- the Queen of Sheba- who came from a distant land to see for herself if the 
stories of the wealth, wisdom and goodness of Solomon’s reign were true. She left 
very impressed: “Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she 
came to Jerusalem to test Solomon with difficult questions. She had a very large 
retinue, with camels carrying spices and a large amount of gold and precious 
stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was on 
her heart. 2 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was hidden from Solomon 
which he did not explain to her. 3 


9 Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty 
talents of gold and a very great amount of spices and precious stones; there had 
never been spice like that which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 


10 The servants of Huram and the servants of Solomon who brought gold from 
Ophir, also brought algum trees and precious stones. 11 From the algum trees the 
king made steps for the house of the Lord and for the king’s palace, and lyres and 
harps for the singers; and none like that was seen before in the land of Judah. 


12 King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire which she requested 
besides a return for what she had brought to the king. Then she turned and went to 
her own land with her servants. “ (2 Chronicles 9:1-12 NASB) 


How sad that this might have been the enduring story of God and His people. Yest 
the bitter seeds of sin were still present in Solon’s heart, as well as those people 
whom he served. Israel enjoyed forty years of prosperity, but this prosperity, wealth 
and powere were to prove short-lived. When Rehoboam took over for Solomon, the 
“beginning of the end” was already well underway: “Now the rest of the acts of 
Solomon, from first to last, are they not written in the records of Nathan the 


prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the 
seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat? 30 


31 And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of his father David; 
and his son Rehoboam reigned in his place.” (2 Chronicles 9:29-31) 


Solomon and the Queen of Sheba TGiowann Demin (1789-1859)) 


https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-famous-people/legendary-queen-sheba-and- 


her-iconic-visit-king-solomon-002547 
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Rehoboam had a chance to rule wisely, and sought advice from both the elders 
(presumably wise and knowledgeable) as well as his younger “companions”. Each 
advised differently- the elders that Rehoboam should rule with a gentle hand, the 
“younger adivised that he should rule harshly. It is clear evidence that Rehoboam 
was not gifted in wisdom that he chose to rule harshly: “So /eroboam and all the 
people came to Rehoboam on the third day as the king had directed, saying, 
“Return to me on the third day.” 13 The king answered them harshly, and King 
Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the elders. 14 He spoke to them according to the 
advice of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but | will add 
to it; my father disciplined you with whips, but | will discipline you with scorpions.” 
15 So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of events from God that 
the Lord might establish His word, which He spoke through Ahijah the Shilonite to 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 


ee 


The results were predictable and tragic- the people rebelled against the harsh 
leadership of Rehoboam. The unity of Israel had begun to unravel as the succession 
of kings strayed further from the intimate relationship that God and David shared. 
The Bible tells us: “So a// Israel departed to their tents. 17 But as for the sons of 
Israel who lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 18 Then King 
Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was over the forced labor, and the sons of Israel 
stoned him to death. And King Rehoboam made haste to mount his chariot to flee to 


Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.” 
(2 Chronicles 10:16-19 NASB) 


The unity, singleness of purpose, and collective power of the tribes began to 
dissolve. Rehoboam tried to force his will on the people of Israel by warfare, but 
was strongly advised therough a Word to Shemaiah not to do so: “Now when 
Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled the house of Judah and Benjamin, 
180,000 chosen men who were warriors, to fight against Israel to restore the 
kingdom to Rehoboam. 2 


” So they listened to the words of the Lord and returned from going against 


5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and built cities for defense in Judah. 6 Thus he built 
Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, 8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 9 
Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 10 Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron, which are fortified cities in 
Judah and in Benjamin. 11 He also strengthened the fortresses and put officers in 
them and stores of food, oil and wine. 12 He put shields and spears in every city 
and strengthened them greatly. So he held Judah and Benjamin.” 


13 Moreover, the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel stood with him from 
all their districts.” (2 Chronicles 11:1-13 NASB) 


Rehoboam tried to ignore the Word of God, and appointed false priests that would 
go along with the king’s wishes and plans. God was still trying to correct this willful 
ignorance, as He sent the priests who were stil listening for God’s Word and 
direction to serve despite the expressed will of Rehoboam: “For the Levites /eft their 
pasture lands and their property and came to Judah and Jerusalem, 


17 They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam the 


son of Solomon for three years, for they walked in the way of David and Solomon for 
three years.” (2 Chronicles 11:14-17 NASB) 


Rehoboam continued after the example of Solomon, taking many wives and 
concubines: “Rehoboam loved Maacah the daughter of Absalom more than all his 
other wives and concubines. For he had taken eighteen wives and sixty concubines 
and fathered twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters. 22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah 
the son of Maacah as head and leader among his brothers, for he intended to make 
him king. 23 He acted wisely and distributed some of his sons through all the 
territories of Judah and Benjamin to all the fortified cities, and he gave them food in 
abundance. And he sought many wives for them.” (2 Chronicles 11:21-23 NASB) 


Rehoboam depended on the “strength” iof his armies, and thus turned completely 
away from the Lord. The consequences were immediate and devastating. God 
used the Egyptian king Shishak to discipline Rehoboam and the people: “When the 
kingdom of Rehoboam was established and strong, he and all Israel with him 
forsook the law of the Lord. 2 And it came about in King Rehoboam’s fifth year, 
because they had been unfaithful to the Lord, that Shishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jerusalem 3 with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the people who 
came with him from Egypt were without number: the Lubim, the Sukkiim and the 
Ethiopians. 4 He captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. 
5 Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the princes of Judah who had 
gathered at Jerusalem because of Shishak, and he said to them, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘You have forsaken Me, so | also have forsaken you to Shishak.’” 6 So the 
princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The Lord is righteous.” 


7 When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to 
Shemaiah, saying, “They have humbled themselves so | will not destroy them, but | 
will grant them some measure of deliverance, and My wrath shall not be poured out 
on Jerusalem by means of Shishak. 8 But they will become his slaves so that they 
may learn the difference between My service and the service of the kingdoms of the 
countries.” (2 Chronicles 12:1-8 NASB). God’s Word is clear- the “partial” 
repentance will only yield “partial” deliverance. Only complete obedience and true 
repentance are effective in seeking deliverance- how could God possibly give us 
what we consistently refuse to take? His will is sometimes “permissive”- we are 
free to reject Hin in part or in a complete way. The wonderful truth is that He still 
seeks us! The story unfolded this way: “When the kingdom of Rehoboam was 
established and strong, he and all Israel with him forsook the law of the Lord. 2 And 
it came about in King Rehoboam’s fifth year, because they had been unfaithful to 
the Lord, that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem 3 with 1,200 
chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the people who came with him from Egypt were 
without number: the Lubim, the Sukkiim and the Ethiopians. 4 He captured the 
fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. 5 Then Shemaiah the prophet 
came to Rehoboam and the princes of Judah who had gathered at Jerusalem 
because of Shishak, and he said to them, “Thus says the Lord, ‘You have forsaken 
Me, so! also have forsaken you to Shishak.’” 6 So the princes of Israel and the king 
humbled themselves and said, “The Lord is righteous.” 


7 When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of the Lord came to 
Shemaiah, saying, 


(2 Chronicles 12:1-8 NASB) 


The treasures of the Temple were ransacked and taken, but God allowed a measure 
of peace for His people: “So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and 
took the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king’s palace. 


11 As often as the king entered the house of the Lord, the guards came and carried 
them and then brought them back into the guards’ room. 


13 So King Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem and reigned. Now 
Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had chosen from all the tribes 
of Israel, to put His name there. And his mother’s name was Naamah the 
Ammonitess. 14 He did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the Lord. 


15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, from first to last, are they not written in the records 
of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer, according to genealogical 
enrollment? And there were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. 16 
And Rehoboam slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David; and his 
son Abijah became king in his place.” (2 Chronicles 12:9-16 NASB) 


Abijah then took over as king, and a bloody civil war broke out netween Abijah and 
Jereboam: /n the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah became king over Judah. 
2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Micaiah the 
daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. 


4 Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, 
and said, “Listen to me, Jeroboam and all Israel: 5 Do you not know that the Lord 
God of Israel gave the rule over Israel forever to David and his sons by a covenant 
of salt? 6 


8 “So now you intend to resist the kingdom of the Lord through the sons of David, 
being a great multitude and having with you the golden calves which Jeroboam 
made for gods for you. 9 Have you not driven out the priests of the Lord, the sons of 
Aaron and the Levites, and made for yourselves priests like the peoples of other 
lands? Whoever comes to consecrate himself with a young bull and seven rams, 


even he may become a priest of what are no gods. 10 But as for us, the Lord is our 
God, and we have not forsaken Him; and the sons of Aaron are ministering to the 
Lord as priests, and the Levites attend to their work. 11 Every morning and evening 
they burn to the Lord burnt offerings and fragrant incense, and the showbread is set 
on the clean table, and the golden lampstand with its lamps is ready to light every 
evening; for we keep the charge of the Lord our God, but you have forsaken Him. 12 
Now behold, God is with us at our head and His priests with the signal trumpets to 
sound the alarm against you. O sons of Israel, do not fight against the Lord God of 
your fathers, for you will not succeed.” 


13 But Jeroboam had set an ambush to come from the rear, so that Israel was in 
front of Judah and the ambush was behind them. 14 When Judah turned around, 
behold, they were attacked both front and rear; so they cried to the Lord, and the 
priests blew the trumpets. 15 Then the men of Judah raised a war cry, and when the 
men of Judah raised the war cry, then it was that God routed Jeroboam and all Israel 
before Abijah and Judah. 16 When the sons of Israel fled before Judah, 


18 Thus the sons of Israel 
were subdued at that time, and the sons of Judah conquered because they trusted 
in the Lord, the God of their fathers. 19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam and captured from 
him several cities, Bethel with its villages, Jeshanah with its villages and Ephron with 
its villages.” (2 Chronicles 13:1-19 NASB) 


The victory over the rebel/servant Jereboam cost 500,000 of the fighting men of 
Israel, a huge cost indeed. The result was that Abijah continued as king, despite his 
half hearted and incomplete obedience to the Lord: “/eroboam did not again recover 
strength in the days of Abijah; and the Lord struck him and he died. 


21 But Abijah became powerful; and took fourteen wives to himself, and became 
the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters. 22 Now the rest of the acts of 
Abijah, and his ways and his words are written in the treatise of the prophet Iddo.” 
(2 Chronicles 13:20-22 NASB) 
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Finally a good king! Asa, Abijah’s son, is described in Scripture as one who followed 
God’s Word and commandments, and was prosperous: “So Abijah slept with his 
fathers, and they buried him in the city of David, and his son Asa became king in his 


place. The land was undisturbed for ten years during his days. 


2 


5 He also removed the high places and the incense altars 
from all the cities of Judah. And the kingdom was undisturbed under him. 6 He built 
fortified cities in Judah, since the land was undisturbed, and there was no one at war 
with him during those years, because the Lord had given him rest. 7 For he said to 
Judah, “Let us build these cities and surround them with walls and towers, gates and 
bars. The land is still ours because we have sought the Lord our God; we have 


sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side.” So they built and prospered. 8 
Now Asa had an army of 300,000 from Judah, bearing large shields and spears, and 
280,000 from Benjamin, bearing shields and wielding bows; all of them were valiant 
warriors.” (2 Chronicles 14:1-8 NASB) 


Asa’s righteousness and strong faith in the Lord and His deliverance is seen in the 
defeat of the army of one million Ethiopians. Even though Asa’s army was inferior 
in numbers, they believed and trusted that the battle is the Lord’s, and routed the 
huge army of Ethiopia: “ 


11 Then 


13 Asa and the people who were with him pursued them as far as 
Gerar; and so many Ethiopians fell that they could not recover, for they were 
shattered before the Lord and before His army. And they carried away very much 
plunder. 14 They destroyed all the cities around Gerar, for the dread of the Lord had 
fallen on them; and they despoiled all the cities, for there was much plunder in 
them. 15 They also struck down those who owned livestock, and they carried away 
large numbers of sheep and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.” (2 
Chronicles 14:9-15 NASB) 


Asa listened to the correction and instruction that came from God through His 
prophet Azariah, and Asa instituted significant reforms in the practices and morality 
of the people: “Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, 2 and he 
went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and 
Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will 
let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. 3 For many days Israel 
was without the true God and without a teaching priest and without law. 4 But in 
their distress they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He let 
them find Him. 5 In those times there was no peace to him who went out or to him 
who came in, for many disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. 6 
Nation was crushed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every 
kind of distress. 7 But you, be strong and do not lose courage, for there is reward 
for your work.” 


ee a He then restored the altar of the Lord which was in front of the 


porch of the Lord. 9 He gathered all Judah and Benjamin and those from Ephraim, 
Manasseh and Simeon who resided with them, for many defected to him from Israel 
when they saw that the Lord his God was with him. 10 So they assembled at 
Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa’s reign. 11 They sacrificed 
to the Lord that day 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep from the spoil they had brought. 12 
They entered into the covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their 
heart and soul; 13 and whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put 


to death, whether small or great, man or woman. 14 Moreover, they made an oath 
to the Lord with a loud voice, with shouting, with trumpets and with horns. 15 All 

Judah rejoiced concerning the oath, for they had sworn with their whole heart and 
had sought Him earnestly, and He let them find Him. 
(2 Chronicles 15:1-15 NASB) Asa not only heard the Word, but was 
obedient to it! Asa exhibited the true faith of one who obeys, as we see in James 
1:22: 


(NASB) 


The Lord rewarded Asa’a obedience, ebe=even thought Asas did not remove all the 
“high places” (2 Chronicles 15:17), and threr was no more war until the thirty fifth 
year of Asa’s reign (2 Chronicles 15:19) 


Unfortunately for God’s people, and for Asa, in the end of Asa’s reign he departed 
from his strong and trusting faith in God. Asa set up an alliance with the Aramites 
and asked for their help against the king of Israel, Baasha. When a courageous 
prophet told Asa that God was displeased with Asa’s actions and lack of faith- Asa 
imprisoned the prophet. Asa later was affliocted with a “disease” of the feet, and 
dies without a cure to his illness: “/n the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha king 
of Israel came up against Judah and fortified Ramah in order to prevent anyone 
from going out or coming in to Asa king of Judah. 2 Then Asa brought out silver and 
gold from the treasuries of the house of the Lord and the king’s house, and sent 
them to Ben-hadad king of Aram, who lived in Damascus, saying, 3 “Let there be a 


abelian athe tre ites oi 6 Then King Asa brought all Judah, and they 


carried away the stones of Ramah and its timber with which Baasha had been 
building, and with them he fortified Geba and Mizpah. 


7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him, “Because 
you have relied on the king of Aram and have not relied on the Lord your God, 
therefore the army of the king of Aram has escaped out of your hand. 8 Were not 
the Ethiopians and the Lubim an immense army with very many chariots and 
horsemen? Yet because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them into your hand. 9 
For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 
support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. 
Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars.” 


11 Now, the acts of Asa from first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the 


Kings of Judah and Israel. 
13 So Asa slept with his fathers, having died in the 


forty-first year of his reign. 14 They buried him in his own tomb which he had cut 
out for himself in the city of David, and they laid him in the resting place which he 


had filled with spices of various kinds blended by the perfumers’ art; and they made 
a very great fire for him.” (2 Chronicles 15:1-14 NASB) 


As a side note, it is interesting (but probably not important) to speculate as to the 
nature of Asa’s affliction. The referne Pub Med suggests degenerative 
osteoarthritis, gout, or perhaps peripheral vascular disease 
(https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/oubmed/11287735). It is certainly more important 
that the Scripture tells us that Asa sought out physicians rather than the Lord for his 
treatment! 


Another “good king” followed- Jehosephat. Perhas the only familiarity our culture 
has with this king is in the phrase “jumping Jehosephat” Wikipedia describes the 
possible roots of this expression: “The king's name in the oath jumping Jehosaphat 
was likely popularized by the name's utility as a euphemism for Jesus and Jehovah. 
The phrase, spelled "Jumpin' Geehosofat", is first recorded in the 1865-1866 novel 
The Headless Horseman by Thomas Mayne Reid. The novel also uses "Geehosofat", 
standing alone, as an exclamation. The longer version "By the shaking, jumping 
ghost of Jehosaphat" is seen in the 1865 novel Paul Peabody by Percy Bolingbroke 
St John.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehoshaphat) 


2 On 


Michelangelo's Asa-/eh m. The man on the left is generally considered 
to be Jehoshaphat. 


The Scriptures attribute Jehosephat’s success and prosperity to his reliance on and 
obedicence to the Lord: 


5] 
So the Lord established the kingdom in his control, and all Judah brought tribute to 


Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and honor. | 


7 Then in the third year of his reign he sent his officials, Ben-hail, Obadiah, 
Zechariah, Nethanel and Micaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah; 8 and with them 
the Levites, Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, 
Adonijah, Tobijah and Tobadonijah, the Levites; and with them Elishama and 
Jehoram, the priests. 9 They taught in Judah, having the book of the law of the Lord 
with them; and they went throughout all the cities of Judah and taught among the 
people. 


10 Now the dread of the Lord was on all the kingdoms of the lands which were 
around Judah, so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat. 11 Some of the 
Philistines brought gifts and silver as tribute to Jehoshaphat; the Arabians also 
brought him flocks, 7,700 rams and 7,700 male goats. 12 So Jehoshaphat grew 
greater and greater, and he built fortresses and store cities in Judah. 13 He had 
large supplies in the cities of Judah, and warriors, valiant men, in Jerusalem. 14 This 
was their muster according to their fathers’ households: of Judah, commanders of 
thousands, Adnah was the commander, and with him 300,000 valiant warriors; 15 
and next to him was Johanan the commander, and with him 280,000; 16 and next to 
him Amasiah the son of Zichri, who volunteered for the Lord, and with him 200,000 
valiant warriors; 17 and of Benjamin, Eliada a valiant warrior, and with him 200,000 
armed with bow and shield; 18 and next to him Jehozabad, and with him 180,000 
equipped for war. 19 These are they who served the king, apart from those whom 
the king put in the fortified cities through all Judah.” (2 Chronicles 17:3-19 NASB) 
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Whom shall we trust? The one who says what we want to hear...or the one who 
says things contrary to our wants, wishes, or desires. The “false prophets” may 
have thought they were speaking from God’s Spirit, but the Scriptures make it clear 
that these “prophets” were misled by “deceiving spirits”. This may seem like a 
complicated spiritual warfare, but the Word of God must be sought whatever the 
price paid to obtain it. In many cases God’s direction/command/Word is nothing we 
would ever have thought of, or perhaps even smething that we don’t wish to do at 
all. The Scriptures describe the seeking of God’s true Word by Jehosephat and Ahab 
the King of Israel: “Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honor, and he allied 
himself with Ahab by marriage. 2 Some years later he went down to see Ahab in 
Samaria. Ahab slaughtered many sheep and cattle for him and the people with him 
and urged him to attack Ramoth Gilead. 3 Ahab king of Israel asked Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, “Will you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?” 


Jehoshaphat replied, “| am as you are, and my people as your people; we will join 
you in the war.” 4 But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, “First seek the 
counsel of the Lord.” 


5 So the king of Israel brought together the prophets—four hundred men—and 
asked them, “Shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall 1 not?” 


“Go,” they answered, “for God will give it into the king’s hand.” 


6 But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no longer a prophet of the Lord here whom we 
can inquire of?” 


7 The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one prophet through 
whom we can inquire of the Lord, but | hate him because he never prophesies 
anything good about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” 


“The king should not say such a thing,” Jehoshaphat replied. 


8 So the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, “Bring Micaiah son of 
Imlah at once.” 


9 Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were 
sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of 
Samaria, with all the prophets prophesying before them. 10 Now Zedekiah son of 
Kenaanah had made iron horns, and he declared, “This is what the Lord says: ‘With 
these you will gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.’” 


11 All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead 
and be victorious,” they said, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 


12 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, the other 
prophets without exception are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree 
with theirs, and speak favorably.” 


13 But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, | can tell him only what my God 
says.” 


14 When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against 
Ramoth Gilead, or shall | not?” 


“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for they will be given into your hand.” 


15 The king said to him, “How many times must | make you swear to tell me 
nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” 


16 Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without 
a shepherd, and the Lord said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go 
home in peace.’” 


17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn't | tell you that he never prophesies 
anything good about me, but only bad?” 


18 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: | saw the Lord sitting 
on his throne with all the multitudes of heaven standing on his right and on his left. 
19 And the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel into attacking Ramoth 
Gilead and going to his death there?’ 


“One suggested this, and another that. 20 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood 
before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 


“By what means?’ the Lord asked. 
21 “I will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he said. 
“You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’ 


22 
(2 Chorinicles 18:1-22 NASB) 


The words of the true prophet were borne out in reality- Ahab met his death in 
battle just as the prophet Micaiah had said: “So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. 29 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “/ 
will enter the battle in disguise, but you wear your royal robes.” So the king of Israel 
disguised himself and went into battle. 


30 Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot commanders, “Do not fight with 
anyone, small or great, except the king of Israel.” 31 When the chariot commanders 
saw Jehoshaphat, they thought, “This is the king of Israel.” So they turned to attack 
him, but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him. God drew them away from 
him, 32 for when the chariot commanders saw that he was not the king of Israel, 
they stopped pursuing him. 


33 But someone drew his bow at random and hit the king of Israel between the 
breastplate and the scale armor. The king told the chariot driver, “Wheel around 
and get me out of the fighting. I’ve been wounded.” 34 


.” (2 Chronicles 18:28-34 NASB) 
There was still disobedience in Jehosephat’s life, as was poited out by Jehu the Seer: 
“When Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his palace in Jerusalem, 2 Jehu 
the seer, the son of Hanani, went out to meet him and said to the king, “Should you 
help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Because of this, the wrath of the 
Lord is on you. 3 for you have rid the land of 
the Asherah poles and have set your heart on seeking God.” (2 Chronicles 19:1-3 
NASB) 


Jehosephat also seemed to have a true sense of the importance of fairly deciding or 
“judging” between people or sides of a dispute, for he took it on himself to appoint 
“judges” in Judah: “/ehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again among 
the people from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim and turned them back to 
the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 5 He appointed judges in the land, in each of 


the fortified cities of Judah. 6 He told them, Bufo te Lor, who th 


ey (2 


Corinthians 19:4-7 NASB) This was apparently a form of judicial reform, a 
reinterpretation and application of the laws in Deuteronomy and elsewhere 


(https://thetorah.com/jehoshaphats-judicial-reform/). 


Jehosephat clearly showed his trust and dependence on the Lord wjhen faced with 
the overwhelming armies of two traditiona; “enemies” of Judah- the Ammonites and 
Edomites. Jehosphat trusted God, and prayed in public before the people, asking 
God for guidance, direction, protection and victory: “After this, the Moabites and 
Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to wage war against Jehoshaphat. 


2 Some people came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming against you 
from Edom, from the other side of the Dead Sea. It is already in Hazezon Tamar” 
(that is, En Gedi), 3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he 


proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 4 The people of Judah came together to seek help 
from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him. 


5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple 
of the Lord in the front of the new courtyard 6 and said: 


“Lord, the God of our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule 
over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one 
can withstand you. 7 Our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land 
before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your 
friend? 8 They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for your Name, 

saying, 9 ‘If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of judgment, or plague or 
famine, we will stand in your presence before this temple that bears your Name and 
will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us and save us.’ 


10 “But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you 
would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away 
from them and did not destroy them. 11 See how they are repaying us by coming to 
drive us out of the possession you gave us as an inheritance. 12 


.” (2 Chronicles 20:1-12 NASB) 


God gave them a mighty victory! As in the times that God put confusion in the 
Midainites who fled from Gideon, the armies were confused and fought each other 
until they were mutually destroyed! The Scripture decribes God’s great victory for 
His people this way: “Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they 
set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! 
Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets 
and you will be successful.” 21 After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed 
men to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they 
went out at the head of the army, saying: 


| 


22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of 
Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were 
defeated. 23 The Ammonites and Moabites rose up against the men from Mount 
Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from 
Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 


4 


This is why it is called the Valley of Berakah 
(“praise”) to this day.” (2 Chronicles 20:20-26 NASB) 


The one final smudge on Jehosephat’s generally good reputation was his alliance 
with the evil king Ahaziah of Israel, making an agreement or treaty to build ships. 
God’s judgment on this agreement, and the ships that came out of it, was the 
destruction of these ships. We can never assume that we have “arrived” or “coast” 
in the abundant life with God- each day brings a new challenge. Jehosephat 
unfortunately failed in this last undertsaking, to his discredit: “Later, Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah made an alliance with AhaZiah king of Israel, whose ways were wicked. 
36 He agreed with him to construct a fleet of trading ships. After these were built at 
Ezion Geber, 37 Eliezer son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against 
Jehoshaphat, saying, 


sail to trade.” (2 Chronicles 20:35-37 NASB) 
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How far can God’s patience and mercy be pushed? Is God’s patience infinite, as He 
is infinite...2 There seems to be a limit beyond which God allows punishment and 
correction to take place. The limits were certaionly tested severly by Jehosphat’s 
son Jehoram: “Then Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David, and Jehoram his son became king in his place. 2 He had 
brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat: Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azaryahu, Michael and 
Shephatiah. All these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. 3 Their father 
gave them many gifts of silver, gold and precious things, with fortified cities in 
Judah, but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram because he was the firstborn. 


4 Now when Jehoram had taken over the kingdom of his father and made himself 


lamp to him and his sons forever.” (2 Chronicles 21:1-7 NASB) 


The reckoning was not long in coming, as God raised up a prophet to speak aganst 
Jehoram, and unleased a devastating disease against Jehoram as well as stirred the 
spitis of the Edomites and Philistines, the traditional enemies of God’s people: “/n 
his days Edom revolted against the rule of Judah and set up a king over themselves. 
9 Then Jehoram crossed over with his commanders and all his chariots with him. 
And he arose by night and struck down the Edomites who were surrounding him and 
the commanders of the chariots. 10 So Edom revolted against Judah to this day. 
Then Libnah revolted at the same time against his rule, because he had forsaken 
the Lord God of his fathers. 11 Moreover, he made high places in the mountains of 
Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the harlot and led Judah 
astray. 


12 Then a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet saying, “Thus says the Lord 
God of your father David, ‘Because you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat 
your father and the ways of Asa king of Judah, 13 but have walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, and have caused Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the 


harlot as the house of Ahab played the harlot, and you have also killed your 
brothers, your own family, who were better than you, 14 behold, the Lord is going to 
strike your people, your sons, your wives and all your possessions with a great 
calamity; 15 and you will suffer severe sickness, a disease of your bowels, until your 
bowels come out because of the sickness, day by day.’” (2 Chronicles 21:8-15). 


The Philistines also rose up against Jehoram and Israel: “Then the Lord stirred up 
against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and the Arabs who bordered the 
Ethiopians; 17 and they came against Judah and invaded it, and carried away all the 
possessions found in the king’s house together with his sons and his wives, so that 
no son was left to him except Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.” (2 Chornicles 
21:16-17) 


God's final judgment against Jehoram was an incurable and painful illness, and an 
inglorious death. The death of the king was not maked with celebration but with 
silence and relief: “So after al// this the Lord smote him in his bowels with an 
incurable sickness. 19 Now it came about in the course of time, at the end of two 
years, that his bowels came out because of his sickness and he died in great pain. 
And his people made no fire for him like the fire for his fathers. 20 He was thirty-two 
years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years; and he 


(2 Chronicles 21:18-20 NASB) 


Jehoram was succeeded by his son Ahaziah, and the situation went from bad to 
worse. Ahaziah was an evil king, and followed the lead of Ahab in a succession of 
evil: “Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his 
place, for the band of men who came with the Arabs to the camp had slain all the 
older sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah began to reign. 2 Ahaziah 
was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in 


Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri. 3 & 


(2 Chorinicles 22:1-4 
NASB) Note that Ahaziah’s mother led him in some of his evil ways. The very 
persons who should lead us to righteousness led the other way...such was the 
corruption and evil of that time! 


There was further intrigue and murder, and only by chance was a prince of Judah, 
Joash, saved from the murderous Jehu: “/t came about when Jehu was executing 
judgment on the house of Ahab, he found the princes of Judah and the sons of 
Ahaziah’s brothers ministering to Ahaziah, and slew them. 9 He also sought 
Ahaziah, and they caught him while he was hiding in Samaria; they brought him to 
Jehu, put him to death and buried him. For they said, “He is the son of Jehoshaphat, 
who sought the Lord with all his heart.” So there was no one of the house of Ahaziah 
to retain the power of the kingdom. 


10 Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she rose 

and destroyed all the royal offspring of the house of Judah. 11 But Jehoshabeath the 
king’s daughter took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king’s 
sons who were being put to death, and placed him and his nurse in the bedroom. So 


le ate (2 Chronicles 22:8-12 NASB) 


Finally, some order is restored as the faithful priest Jehoida led a successful 

rebellion against Athalia and put Joash on the throne: “Now ijn the seventh year 
Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took captains of hundreds: Azariah the son of 
Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Johanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of 
Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, and they entered into a covenant with him. 
2 They went throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, 
and the heads of the fathers’ households of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. 3 
Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And 
Jehoiada said to them, “Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as the Lord has spoken 
concerning the sons of David. 4 This is the thing which you shall do: one third of 
you, of the priests and Levites who come in on the sabbath, shall be gatekeepers, 5 
and one third shall be at the king’s house, and a third at the Gate of the Foundation; 
and all the people shall be in the courts of the house of the Lord. 6 But let no one 
enter the house of the Lord except the priests and the ministering Levites; they may 
enter, for they are holy. And let all the people keep the charge of the Lor 


8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest 
commanded. And each one of them took his men who were to come in on the 
sabbath, with those who were to go out on the sabbath, for Jehoiada the priest did 
not dismiss any of the divisions. 9 Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of 
hundreds the spears and the large and small shields which had been King David's, 
which were in the house of God. 10 He stationed all the people, each man with his 
weapon in his hand, from the right side of the house to the left side of the house, by 
the altar and by the house, around the king. 11 Then they brought out the king’s 
son and put the crown on him, and gave him the testimony and made him king. And 
Jehoiada and his sons anointed him and said, “Long live the king!” (2 Chronicles 
23:1-11 NASB) 


Athaliah was overthrown and killed, and much needed reforms took place: “When 
Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came into 
the house of the Lord to the people. 13 She looked, and behold, the king was 
standing by his pillar at the entrance, and the captains and the trumpeters were 
beside the king. And all the people of the land rejoiced and blew trumpets, the 
singers with their musical instruments leading the praise. 


16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the people and the 
king, that they would be the Lord’s people. 17 And all the people went to the house 
of Baal and tore it down, and they broke in pieces his altars and his images, and 
killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. 18 Moreover, Jehoiada placed the 
offices of the house of the Lord under the authority of the Levitical priests, whom 
David had assigned over the house of the Lord, to offer the burnt offerings of the 
Lord, as it is written in the law of Moses—with rejoicing and singing according to the 
order of David. 19 He stationed the gatekeepers of the house of the Lord, so that no 
one would enter who was in any way unclean. 20 He took the captains of hundreds, 
the nobles, the rulers of the people and all the people of the land, and brought the 
king down from the house of the Lord, and came through the upper gate to the 
king’s house. And they placed the king upon the royal throne. 21 So all of the 
people of the land rejoiced and the city was quiet. For they had put Athaliah to 
death with the sword.” (2 Chronicles 23:12-21 NASB) 


Joash started well, following he example of Jehoida the priest, and even began the 
repair to the Temple: “/oash was seven years old when he became king, and he 
reigned forty years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Zibiah from 
Beersheba. 2 Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of 
Jehoiada the priest. 3 Jehoiada took two wives for him, and he became the father of 
sons and daughters. 


4 Now it came about after this that Joash decided to restore the house of the Lord. 5 
He gathered the priests and Levites and said to them, “Go out to the cities of Judah 
and collect money from all Israel to repair the house of your God annually, and you 
shall do the matter quickly.” But the Levites did not act quickly. 6 So the king 
summoned Jehoiada the chief priest and said to him, “Why have you not required 
the Levites to bring in from Judah and from Jerusalem the levy fixed by Moses the 
servant of the Lord on the congregation of Israel for the tent of the testimony?” 7 
For the sons of the wicked Athaliah had broken into the house of God and even used 
the holy things of the house of the Lord for the Baals.” (2 Chronicles 24:1-7 NASB) 


The reforms and right relationships with the Lord did not survive the death of 
Jehoida the priests. When Jehoida died, the righteous and correcting influence of 
this godly priest was no longer active in Joash, and he begab to turn away from 
righteousness to self-aggrandizement and forgot the goodness of God. It was as if 
Joash was one of the seeds planted on rocky soil in Jesus’ parable of the soils 
(Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, and Luke 8:4-15). When the correcting influence of 
the godly priest Jehoida was not present, the “roots” of righteousness were shallow 
and Joash left the path of righteousness. The Scripture tells the story this way: Now 
when Jehoiada reached a ripe old age he died; he was one hundred and thirty years 
old at his death. 16 They buried him in the city of David among the kings, because 
he had done well in Israel and to God and His house. 


17 But after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and bowed down to 
the king, and the king listened to them. 18 They abandoned the house of the Lord, 
the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols; so wrath came upon 
Judah and Jerusalem for this their guilt. 19 Yet He sent prophets to them to bring 
them back to the Lord; though they testified against them, they would not listen. 


20 Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest; and he 
stood above the people and said to them, “Thus God has said, ‘Why do you 
transgress the commandments of the Lord and do not prosper? Because you have 
forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken you.’” 21 So they conspired against him 
and at the command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house 
of the Lord. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which his father 
Jehoiada had shown him, but he murdered his son. And as he died he said, “May the 
Lord see and avenge!” 


23 Now it happened at the turn of the year that the army of the Arameans came up 
against him; and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, destroyed all the officials of the 
people from among the people, and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus. 24 
Indeed the army of the Arameans came with a small number of men; yet the Lord 
delivered a very great army into their hands, because they had forsaken the Lord, 
the God of their fathers. Thus they executed judgment on Joash. 


25 When they had departed from him (for they left him very sick), his own servants 
conspired against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and 
murdered him on his bed. So he died, and they buried him in the city of David, but 
they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings. 26 Now these are those who 
conspired against him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad 
the son of Shimrith the Moabitess. 27 As to his sons and the many oracles against 
him and the rebuilding of the house of God, behold, they are written in the treatise 
of the Book of the Kings. Then Amaziah his son became king in his place.” (2 
Chronicles 24:15-27 NASB) 


Parable of the Sower 


(https://www.thenivbible.com/blog/parable-of-the-sower/) 
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Amaziah then became king, and was a king who “did right” but not “with his whole 
heart”. This partial commitment and obedience is certainly better than 
disobedience, but ultimately is not a lasting or durable spiritual life. Whe 
disobedience is tolerated, it becomes easier and easier to forget God’s Laws and 
ignore His presence. It’s a little like the story of boiling a frog- if you do it one time 
the frog is “cooked” before he realizes it! The Scriptures tell us about Amaziah: 
“Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty- 
nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2 He 

. 3 Now it came about as 
soon as the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, that he killed his servants who had 
slain his father the king. 4 However, he did not put their children to death, but did 
as it is written in the law in the book of Moses, which the Lord commanded, saying, 
“Fathers shall not be put to death for sons, nor sons be put to death for fathers, but 
each shall be put to death for his own sin.” (2 Chronicles 25:1-4 NASB) 


Amaziah showed the shallowness of his faith when he adopted the “gods” and idols 
of the defeated Edomites. God did not allow this evil practice to continue, and 
pronounced judgment on Amaziah, and eventually removed him: “Then AmaZiah 
king of Judah took counsel and sent to Joash the son of Jehoahaz the son of Jehu, the 
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us face each other.” 18 Joash the king of Israel 
sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thorn bush which was in Lebanon sent 
to the cedar which was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son in 
marriage.’ But there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon and trampled the 
thorn bush. 19 


21 So Joash king 
of Israel went up, and he and Amaziah king of Judah faced each other at Beth- 
shemesh, which belonged to Judah. 22 Judah was defeated by Israel, and they fled 
each to his tent. 23 Then Joash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the 
son of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem 
and tore down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate, 
400 cubits. 24 He took all the gold and silver and all the utensils which were found 
in the house of God with Obed-edom, and the treasures of the king’s house, the 
hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 


25 And Amaziah, the son of Joash king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of 
Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26 


. 28 Then they brought him on horses and buried him 
with his fathers in the city of Judah.” (2 Chronicles 25: 17-28 NASB). 


King Uzziah followed, and like Joash, had a promising start to his reign but was led 
astray by his own pride and vanity from following God. His story is told like this: 
“And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king in the place of his father Amaziah. 2 He built Eloth and restored it to Judah 


after the king slept with his fathers. 3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he 
became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name 
was Jechiliah of Jerusalem. 4 


6 Now he went out and warred against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of 
Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in the area of 
Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7 God helped him against the Philistines, and 
against the Arabians who lived in Gur-baal, and the Meunites. 8 The Ammonites also 
gave tribute to Uzziah, and his fame extended to the border of Egypt, for he 
became very strong. 9 Moreover, Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner 
Gate and at the Valley Gate and at the corner buttress and fortified them. 10 He 
built towers in the wilderness and hewed many cisterns, for he had much livestock, 
both in the lowland and in the plain. He also had plowmen and vinedressers in the 
hill country and the fertile fields, for he loved the soil. 11 Moreover, Uzziah had an 
army ready for battle, which entered combat by divisions according to the number 
of their muster, prepared by Jejel the scribe and Maaseiah the official, under the 
direction of Hananiah, one of the king’s officers. 12 The total number of the heads 
of the households, of valiant warriors, was 2,600. 13 Under their direction was an 
elite army of 307,500, who could wage war with great power, to help the king 
against the enemy. 14 Moreover, Uzziah prepared for all the army shields, spears, 
helmets, body armor, bows and sling stones. 15 In Jerusalem he made engines of 
war invented by skillful men to be on the towers and on the corners for the purpose 
of shooting arrows and great stones. Hence his fame spread afar, for he was 
marvelously helped until he was strong.” (2 Chronicles 26:1-15 NASB) 


Pride was the undoing of Uzziah, and God struch him wuith leprosy, and he died a 


leper: 
17 Then Azariah the priest entered after him 


and with him eighty priests of the Lord, valiant men. 18 They opposed Uzziah the 
king and said to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for 
the priests, the sons of Aaron who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the 
sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful and will have no honor from the Lord God.” 
19 But Uzziah, with a censer in his hand for burning incense, was enraged; and 
while he was enraged with the priests, 


d. wy 


And Jotham his son was over the king’s house judging the people of the lan 
(2 Chronicles 26:16-21 NASB) 


Note that the king (Uzziah) was not to be in a dual role as priest! Whe Uzziah went 
to the Temple to burn incense, he was wrongfully assuming a duty reserved for thos 
specifically called by God. We ignore God’s commands at our peril....this was the 
same error made by Saul, who | his anxiousness in battle offered a sacrifice and 


tried (wrongly) to be both priest and king. (Please see: 


https://www.gotquestions.org/Saul-sacrifice.html) There was (and is) only one 


Priest/King- he Lord of Lords- Jesus Himself! 


Jotham, Uzziah’s son, was a righteous king and propered greatly by the gracious 
and merciful hand of the Lord. His life and accomplishments are summarized in 2 
Chronicles 17: “lotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jerushah the 
daughter of Zadok. 2 He did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his 
father Uzziah had done; 


3 He built the upper gate of the house of the 
Lord, and he built extensively the wall of Ophel. 4 Moreover, he built cities in the hill 
country of Judah, and he built fortresses and towers on the wooded hills. 5 He 
fought also with the king of the Ammonites and prevailed over them so that the 
Ammonites gave him during that year one hundred talents of silver, ten thousand 
kors of wheat and ten thousand of barley. The Ammonites also paid him this amount 
in the second and in the third year. 6 

. 7 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, even all his 
wars and his acts, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah. 8 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem. 9 And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
city of David; and Ahaz his son became king in his place.” (2 Chronicles 27:1-9 
NASB) 
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Another evil king? Ahaz certainly was, sacrificing his own children “in the fire” and 
worshipping pagan “gods” extensively. What a terrible example for God’s people! 
The Scriptures tell us about Ahaz: “Ahaz was twenty years old when he became 
king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do right in the sight 
of the Lord as David his father had done. 2 But he walked in the ways of the kings of 
Israel; he also made molten images for the Baals. 3 


4 He 
sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills and under every 
green tree.” (2 Chronicles 28:1-4 NASB) 


As always, there was judgment from God: “ 
and they defeated him and carried away 
from him a great number of captives and brought them to Damascus. 


6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah 120,000 in one day, all 
valiant men, because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. 7 And Zichri, 
a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king’s son and Azrikam the ruler of the 
house and Elkanah the second to the king.” (2 Chronicles 28:5-7 NASB) God not 
only delivered Ahaz to the Aramites but also to the King of Israel. It was in a sense 
a terrible punishment, since Israel consistently angered God by its disobedience. 
The level of depravity and apostasy in Judah were at a new low! 


Ahaz was so deperate that he allied himself with the “kings of Assyria”, hoping to 
break free from the conquering Israelites and Aramites: “At that time King Ahaz 
sent to the kings of Assyria for help. 17 For again the Edomites had come and 
attacked Judah and carried away captives. 18 The Philistines also had invaded the 
cities of the lowland and of the Negev of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, 
Aijalon, Gederoth, and Soco with its villages, Timnah with its villages, and Gimzo 
with its villages, and they settled there. 19 For the Lord humbled Judah because of 
Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a lack of restraint in Judah and was 
very unfaithful to the Lord. 20 So Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came against him 
and afflicted him instead of strengthening him. 21 Although Ahaz took a portion out 
of the house of the Lord and out of the palace of the king and of the princes, and 
gave it to the king of Assyria, it did not help him. 


22 Now in the time of his distress this same King Ahaz became yet more unfaithful 


(2 Chronicles 28:16-23 NASB) 


The back and forth cycle continues in Judah- Hezekiah, who succeeded Ahaz, was a 
righteous king who restored the Temple and the priesthood: “Hezekiah became king 
when he was twenty-five years old; and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. 2 


——————— 


5 Then he said to them, “Listen to me, O Levites. Consecrate yourselves now, and 
consecrate the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and carry the 
uncleanness out from the holy place. 6 For our fathers have been unfaithful and 
have done evil in the sight of the Lord our God, and have forsaken Him and turned 
their faces away from the dwelling place of the Lord, and have turned their backs. 7 
They have also shut the doors of the porch and put out the lamps, and have not 
burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the holy place to the God of Israel. 8 
Therefore the wrath of the Lord was against Judah and Jerusalem, and He has made 
them an object of terror, of horror, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. 9 
For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters 
and our wives are in captivity for this. 10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant 
with the Lord God of Israel, that His burning anger may turn away from us. 11 My 
sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you to stand before Him, to 
minister to Him, and to be His ministers and burn incense.” (2 Chronicles 29:1-11 
NASB) 


Hezekiah saw clearly the fruits of the radical departure from God evident in Ahaz’s 
reign before him. His willingness to return to God and re-establish the Temple and 
the Levitical priesthood are evidence of the sincerity of his spiritual leadership. 

Hezekiah reinstituted sacrifice and true worship of God, and he and the people saw 
how quickly God assisted them in this process: Then Hezekiah said, “Now that you 


have consecrated yourselves to the Lord, come near and bring sacrifices and thank 
offerings to the house of the Lord.” And the assembly brought sacrifices and thank 
offerings, and all those who were willing brought burnt offerings. 32 The number of 
the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was 70 bulls, 100 rams, and 200 
lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the Lord. 33 The consecrated things 
were 600 bulls and 3,000 sheep. 34 But the priests were too few, so that they were 
unable to skin all the burnt offerings; therefore their brothers the Levites helped 
them until the work was completed and until the other priests had consecrated 
themselves. For the Levites were more conscientious to consecrate themselves than 
the priests. 35 There were also many burnt offerings with the fat of the peace 
offerings and with the libations for the burnt offerings. Thus the service of the house 
of the Lord was established again. 36 Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced 
over what God had prepared for the people, because the thing came about 
suddenly.” (2 Chronicles 29:1-36 NASB) 


(https://thewarehouse.blog/2-chronicles-29/) 


As further evidence of Hezekiah’s devotion to God, he reinstituted the Passover 
celebration, and invited the tribes of Manasseh and Ephriam to join Judah: “Now 
Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah and wrote letters also to Ephraim and 
Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover to the Lord God of Israel. 2 For the king and his princes and all the 
assembly in Jerusalem had decided to celebrate the Passover in the second month, 
3 since they could not celebrate it at that time, because the priests had not 
consecrated themselves in sufficient numbers, nor had the people been gathered to 
Jerusalem. 4 Thus the thing was right in the sight of the king and all the assembly. 5 
So they established a decree to circulate a proclamation throughout all Israel from 
Beersheba even to Dan, that they should come to celebrate the Passover to the 
Lord God of Israel at Jerusalem. For they had not celebrated it in great numbers as it 
was prescribed. 6 The couriers went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters 
from the hand of the king and his princes, even according to the command of the 
king, saying, “O sons of Israel, return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 


. 8 Now do not stiffen your neck like your fathers, but yield to the Lord and enter 
His sanctuary which He has consecrated forever, and serve the Lord your God, that 
His burning anger may turn away from you. 9 For if you return to the Lord, your 
brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them captive and 
will return to this land. For the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate, and 
will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him.” 


10 So the couriers passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but they laughed them to scorn and mocked 


eae (2 Chronicles 30:1-12 NASB) 


Those gathered to celebrate the Passover not only celebrated for the appointed 
seven days, but remained and celebrated an additional seven days. The hunger of 
the people for the presence of and worship of God was great! For the first time in 
many years, the people enjoyed the favor and blessings of the Lord: “For Hezekiah 
prayed for them, saying, “May the good Lord pardon 19 everyone who prepares his 
heart to seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, though not according to the 
purification rules of the sanctuary.” 20 So the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the 
people. 21 The sons of Israel present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread for seven days with great joy, and the Levites and the priests 
praised the Lord day after day with loud instruments to the Lord. 22 Then Hezekiah 
spoke encouragingly to all the Levites who showed good insight in the things of the 
Lord. So they ate for the appointed seven days, sacrificing peace offerings and 
giving thanks to the Lord God of their fathers. 


23 


. 24 For Hezekiah king of Judah had 
contributed to the assembly 1,000 bulls and 7,000 sheep, and the princes had 
contributed to the assembly 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep; and a large number of 
priests consecrated themselves. 25 All the assembly of Judah rejoiced, with the 
priests and the Levites and all the assembly that came from Israel, both the 
sojourners who came from the land of Israel and those living in Judah. 26 So there 


His holy dwelling place, to heaven.” (2 Chronicles 30:18-27 NASB) 


May 30, 2019 2 Chronicles 31-33 


The depth of repentance in Israel/Judah is sometimes seen in the “completeness” of 
the removal of idols and places of idol worship. When Hezekiah undetoor reform, he 
eradicated the “high places” Asherah, and other idols from the land: “Now when all 
this was finished, 


they had destroyed them all. Then all the sons of Israel returned to their cities, each 


to his possession. 


2 And Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the priests and the Levites by their 
divisions, each according to his service, both the priests and the Levites, for burnt 
offerings and for peace offerings, to minister and to give thanks and to praise in the 
gates of the camp of the Lord.” (2 Chronicles 31:1-2 NASB) 


Ordre was restrored in the Temple, and the giving of tithes to support the 
priesthood was reinstated. The net result was a return to the “right living” that God 
had prescribed from His people: “Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah; and he 
did what was good, right and true before the Lord his God. 21 Every work which he 
began in the service of the house of God in law and in commandment, 

(2 Chronicles 31:20-21 NASB) 


After repentance and faithfulness often comes the “test”- an evaluation of the 
depth of commitment to the Lord and His ways. The Lord is not punishing 
faithfulness, but is again teaching us the reliability and power of the life dedicated 
to Him. In this instance the test was the Assyrian king Sennacherib. The Assyrins 
were accustomed to complete domination of whomever they chose, and this time 
they chose Hezekiah and God’s people. We can see the faith in God’s protection 
and providence in Hezekiah’s courageous statement to his people: “After these acts 
of faithfulness Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah and besieged 
the fortified cities, and thought to break into them for himself. 2 Now when 
Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he intended to make war on 
Jerusalem, 3 he decided with his officers and his warriors to cut off the supply of 
water from the springs which were outside the city, and they helped him. 4 So many 
people assembled and stopped up all the springs and the stream which flowed 
through the region, saying, “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find 
abundant water?” 5 And he took courage and rebuilt all the wall that had been 
broken down and erected towers on it, and built another outside wall and 
strengthened the Millo in the city of David, and made weapons and shields in great 
number. 6 He appointed military officers over the people and gathered them to him 


in the square at the city gate, and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, 7 as 


(2 Chronicles 32:1-8 NASB) 


Sennacherib during his Babylonian war, relief from his palace in Nineveh 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sennacherib) 


Just as Goliath mocked and taunted the people og God, as well as insult the God of 
the universe, Sennacherib challenged the faith of Hezekiah and God’s people. He 
defiantly challenged the power and authority of God, and met much the same result 
as did Goliath! The Bible tells us: “After this Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his 
servants to Jerusalem while he was besieging Lachish with all his forces with him, 
against Hezekiah king of Judah and against all Judah who were at Jerusalem, saying, 
10 “Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyria, ‘On what are you trusting that you are 
remaining in Jerusalem under siege? 11 Is not Hezekiah misleading you to give 
yourselves over to die by hunger and by thirst, saying, “The Lord our God will 
deliver us from the hand of the king of Assyria”? 12 Has not the same Hezekiah 
taken away His high places and His altars, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, “You 
shall worship before one altar, and on it you shall burn incense”? 13 


15 Now therefore, do not let Hezekiah deceive 
you or mislead you like this, and do not believe him, for no god of any nation or 
kingdom was able to deliver his people from my hand or from the hand of my 
fathers. How much less will your God deliver you from my hand?’” 


16 His servants spoke further against the Lord God and against His servant 
Hezekiah, 17 


(2 Chronicles 32:9-19 NASB) 


So Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed, and the result was devastating to the arrogant 
Sennacherib abd his army: * 


Ze 


So the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 
Sennacherib the king of Assyria and from the hand of all others, and guided them 
on every side. 23 And many were bringing gifts to the Lord at Jerusalem and choice 
presents to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was exalted in the sight of all nations 
thereafter.” (2 Chronicles 32:20-23 NASB) 


This miraculous deliverance points to a great truth- God’s children are indwelt and 
empowered by God’s Holy Spirit, and can be successful in overcoming evil. The 
spiritual warfare that rages around us claims victims, but we can be victorious if we 
claim the power of God's Pirit. 1 John 4 reminds us “Ye are of God, little children, 
and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that Is in the 
world.” (1 John 4:4 KJV) 


Those that think the Bible is full of fanciful stories and carbdboard characters should 
examine the narrative about Hezekiah. He became “mortally” ill, and after he was 
healed also erred tremendously in showing the Babylonian envoys the treasures of 
the Temple. He was a real human being, with real temptations and far from 
perfect- just as we are! The Scripture tells us: “/n those days Hezekiah became 
mortally ill; and he prayed to the Lord, and the Lord spoke to him and gave him a 
sign. 25 But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because his heart 


Now Hezekiah had immense riches and honor; and he made for himself treasuries 
for silver, gold, precious stones, spices, shields and all kinds of valuable articles, 28 
storehouses also for the produce of grain, wine and oil, pens for all kinds of cattle 
and sheepfolds for the flocks. 29 He made cities for himself and acquired flocks and 
herds in abundance, for God had given him very great wealth. 30 It was Hezekiah 
who stopped the upper outlet of the waters of Gihon and directed them to the west 


side of the city of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all that he did. 31 i 


. (2 Chronicles 32:24-31 NASB) 


One of several “boy kings” then took the throne, in this point in history it wa 
Manasseh. He was unfortunately the opposite of Hezekiah, and did much evil: 
“Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five 
years in Jerusalem. 2 He did evil in the sight of the Lord according to the 
abominations of the nations whom the Lord dispossessed before the sons of Israel. 
3 For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he also 


erected altars for the Baals and made Asherim, and worshiped all the host of 
heaven and served them. 4 He built altars in the house of the Lord of which the Lord 
had said, “My name shall be in Jerusalem forever.” 5 For he built altars for all the 
host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 6 He made his sons pass 
through the fire in the valley of Ben-hinnom; and he practiced witchcraft, used 
divination, practiced sorcery and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil 
in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger. 7 Then he put the carved image of 
the idol which he had made in the house of God, of which God had said to David and 
to Solomon his son, “In this house and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen from all 
the tribes of Israel, | will put My name forever; 8 and | will not again remove the foot 
of Israel from the land which | have appointed for your fathers, if only they will 
observe to do all that | have commanded them according to all the law, the statutes 
and the ordinances given through Moses.” 9 Thus Manasseh misled Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord destroyed 
before the sons of Israel.” (2 Chronicles 33:1-9 NASB). 


There was an almost immediate reckoning, as God removed Manessah from 
Jerusalem: “The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. 
ll 


13 When he 
prayed to Him, He was moved by his entreaty and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord 
was God. 


14 Now after this he built the outer wall of the city of David on the west side of 
Gihon, in the valley, even to the entrance of the Fish Gate; and he encircled the 
Ophel with it and made it very high. Then he put army commanders in all the 
fortified cities of Judah. 15 He also removed the foreign gods and the idol from the 
house of the Lord, as well as all the altars which he had built on the mountain of the 
house of the Lord and in Jerusalem, and he threw them outside the city. 16 He set 
up the altar of the Lord and sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it; and 
he ordered Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel. 17 Nevertheless the people still 
sacrificed in the high places, although only to the Lord their God. 


18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh even his prayer to his God, and the words 
of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the Lord God of Israel, behold, they 
are among the records of the kings of Israel.” (2 Chronicles 33:10-18 NASB) 


Next comes the evil and unrepentant Amon, who was killed by conspirators: “Amon 
was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned two years in 
Jerusalem. 22 He did evil in the sight of the Lord as Manasseh his father had done, 
and Amon sacrificed to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had made, 
and he served them. 


25 But the people of 
the land killed all the conspirators against King Amon, and the people of the land 
made Josiah his son king in his place.” (2 Chronicles 33:21-25 NASB) 


May 31, 2019 2 Chronicles 34-36 


Finally, another “good king”! It is clear to me that God, whose “perfect will” was 
Himself to be king over Israel, was right (as always!) The succession of good and 
bad kings is about to end with humiliation, capture, and exile. God’s perfect plan 
was to be the only king- the king that would be faultless, blameless, and wise. His 
concession to His people was to give them an eartly king “/ike a// the (other) 
nations” (1 Samuel 8:4-4) 


Josiah, another “boy king” was a good king. His priority was to restore true religion, 
worship, and practice as well as restore the Temple. The discovery of the “book of 
the Law” during the restotration of the Temple was a key event in Josiah’s early 
reign. Josiah immediately recognized the significance of this find, and when hearing 
the Law was sorrowful and desired to restore God’s people to a right relationship 
with their God. The Bible tells us: “Josiah was eight years old when he became king, 
and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 He did right in the sight of the Lord, 
and walked in the ways of his father David and did not turn aside to the right or to 
the left. 3 For in the eighth year of his reign while he was still a youth, he began to 
seek the God of his father David; and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah 
and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, the carved images and the molten 
images. 4 They tore down the altars of the Baals in his presence, and the incense 
altars that were high above them he chopped down, also the Asherim, the carved 
images and the molten images he broke in pieces and ground to powder and 
scattered it on the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 5 Then he burned 
the bones of the priests on their altars and purged Judah and Jerusalem. 6 In the 
cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, Simeon, even as far as Naphtali, in their surrounding 
ruins, 7 he also tore down the altars and beat the Asherim and the carved images 
into powder, and chopped down all the incense altars throughout the land of Israel. 
Then he returned to Jerusalem.” (2 Chronicles 34:1-7 NASB) 


Hilkiah the priest presented the precious find of the Word to Josiah, and Shaphan 
the scribe read it to Josiah in its entirety: “When they were bringing out the money 
which had been brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found the 
book of the law of the Lord given by Moses. 15 Hilkiah responded and said to 
Shaphan the scribe, “l have found the book of the law in the house of the Lord.” And 
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16 Then Shaphan brought the book to the king 
and reported further word to the king, saying, “Everything that was entrusted to 
your servants they are doing. 17 They have also emptied out the money which was 
found in the house of the Lord, and have delivered it into the hands of the 
supervisors and the workmen.” 18 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king 
saying, “Hilkiah the priest gave me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the 
presence of the king.” (2 Chronicles 34:14-18 NASB) 


Josiah’s response was immediate and dramatic- he “tore his clother” in mourning 
and repentance and immediately arranged for the entire book to be read in the 
company of the assempbled leaders of the people. The Scripture tells it this way: 
“When the king heard the words of the law, he tore his clothes. 20 Then the king 
commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan 
the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the Lord for me 
and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book 


which has been found; for great is the wrath of the Lord which is poured out on us 
because our fathers have not observed the word of the Lord, to do according to all 
that is written in this book.” (2 Chronicles 34:19-21 NASB) 


Because Josiah (and by inference, a significant number of the people) repented and 
humbled themselves and were sincere in realigning their lives according to God’s 
Word, God spared them (temporarily) from the awful consequences of their former 
disobedience and idolatry: 

“Then the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord to walk after 
the Lord, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with 
all his heart and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant written in 
this book. 32 Moreover, he made all who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to 
stand with him. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of 
God, the God of their fathers. 33 Josiah removed all the abominations from all the 
lands belonging to the sons of Israel, and made all who were present in Israel to 
serve the Lord their God. Throughout his lifetime they did not turn from following 
the Lord God of their fathers.” (2 Chronicles 34:31-33 NASB) 


The story is by now a familiar one- “faith comes by hearing” (Romans 10:17). God’s 
Holy Spirit bears witness to us that the words of Scripture are true, trustworthy, and 
necessary for guidance, instruction and equipping the saints (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 


The Passover was reinstated and once again celebrated among God’s people: “So 
all the service of the Lord was prepared on that day to celebrate the Passover, and 
to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the Lord according to the command of King 
Josiah, 17 Thus the sons of Israel who were present celebrated the Passover at that 
time, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days. 18 There had not been 
celebrated a Passover like it in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet; nor had 
any of the kings of Israel celebrated such a Passover as Josiah did with the priests, 
the Levites, all Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
19 In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign this Passover was celebrated.” (2 
Chornicles 35:16-19 NASB) 


The period of observance of the Law was unfortunately very short, and died with 
Josiah in battle: 

“After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Neco king of Egypt came up 
to make war at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to engage him. 
21 


within nora eaten othe 23 The archers shot King Josiah, and the king 


said to his servants, “Take me away, for |! am badly wounded.” 24 So his servants 
took him out of the chariot and carried him in the second chariot which he had, and 
brought him to Jerusalem where he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. 


All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 25 
Josiah. And all the male and female singers speak about Josiah in their lamentations 
to this day. And they made them an ordinance in Israel; behold, they are also 


written in the Lamentations. 26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and his deeds of 
devotion as written in the law of the Lord, 27 and his acts, first to last, behold, they 
are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.” (2 Chronicles 35:20-27 
NASB) 


Josiah, though righteous and clearly warned both by Neco the king of Egypt and by 
God, went to battle anyway and was killed by an archer. We, however righteus and 
devoted, are always one step away from disobedience! That is one of the reasons 
Paul later exclaimed that our righteousness is only “filthy rags” (Romans 3:10 
quoting Isaiah 64:6) Our righteousness, like our salvation, is a gift- a gift we can 
unfortunately disregard, protest against, or literally “throw away” as we go our own 
Way. 


The collapse of Judah and the entire experience of the Babylonian captivity is 
summarized in 2 Chronicles 36. This last telling of the history of the United 
Kingdom and the separated northern kingdom (Israel) and southern kingdom 
(primarily Judah) is traced theough the stories of “three Js and a Z” (Jehoahaz, 
Jehoakim, Jehoachin and Zedekiah) as the kingdom, weakened by disobedience 
lasting hundreds of years, falls to Babylon. The return of the exiles under the 
generous edicts of Cyrus completes the history of the kings, told here in Chronicles 
and also previously in Kings. What can we glean from this detailed history? The 
obvious conclusion is that disobedience carries grave consequences, that the wages 
of sin is truly “death” (both spiritual and in many cases physical) (please see 

h ti h h.html). The second is that 
epediente to God asa nation depended almost entirely on the willingness of the 
eartly kings to follow God’s clear commands and teachings. God allowed other 
nations to be His instruments of correction and discipline, and although we hate 
discipline, we realize (finally!) that God only disciplines those He loves (Priovrbs 
3:12; Hebrews 3:6) 


The end came relatively quickly- Jehoahaz (the “first J”) reigned three months: 
“Then the people of the land took Joahaz the son of Josiah, and made him king in 
place of his father in Jerusalem. 2 Joahaz was twenty-three years old when he 
became king, and . 3 Then the king of Egypt 
deposed him at Jerusalem, and imposed on the land a fine of one hundred talents of 
silver and one talent of gold. 4 The king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over 
Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But Neco took Joahaz his 
brother and brought him to Egypt.” (2 Chronicles 36:1-4 NASB) 


Jehoakin reigned eleven years: “/Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he 
became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord his God. 6 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against him and 
bound him with bronze chains to take him to Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar also 
brought some of the articles of the house of the Lord to Babylon and put them in his 
temple at Babylon. 8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and the abominations 
which he did, and what was found against him, behold, they are written in the Book 
of the Kings of Israel and Judah. And Jehoiachin his son became king in his place.” (2 
Chronicles 36:6-8 NASB) 


Jehoachin reigned only three months before the Babylonians conquered the 

remaining portion of what had once been a united Israel: “Jehoiachin was eight 

years old when he became king, 
, and he did evil in the sight of the Lord.” (2 Chronicles 36:9 NASB) 


The Chronicler then summarizes the period of Captivity of about 70 years with the 
description of Zedekiah, the “puppet king” of Judah: “At the turn of the year King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him (Jehoachin) to Babylon with the valuable 
articles of the house of the Lord, and he made his (Jehoachin’s) kinsman Zedekiah 
king over Judah and Jerusalem. 


11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He did evil in the sight of the Lord his God; he did not 
humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet who spoke for the Lord. 13 He also 
rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar who had made him swear allegiance by God. 
But he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the Lord God of 
Israel. 14 Furthermore, all the officials of the priests and the people were very 
unfaithful following all the abominations of the nations; and they defiled the house 
of the Lord which He had sanctified in Jerusalem. 


15 The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His 
messengers, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; 
16 but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and 
scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, until 
there was no remedy. 17 Therefore He brought up against them the king of the 
Chaldeans who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their 
sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or infirm; He 
gave them all into his hand. 18 All the articles of the house of God, great and small, 
and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his 
officers, he brought them all to Babylon. 19 Then they burned the house of God and 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and burned all its fortified buildings with fire and 
destroyed all its valuable articles. 20 


kept sabbath until seventy years were complete.” (2 Chronicles 36: 10-21 NASB) 


The punishment was exactly what the prophet Jeremiah had warned- seventy years. 
The God moved in the heart of Cyrus and allowed his people to repopulate and 
rebuild Jerusalem. The painful process of rebuilding had begun, but Israel would not 
return to its former glory. The Scriptures describe it this way:_Now in the first year 
of Cyrus king of Persia 


, 50 that he sent a 
proclamation throughout his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 23 “Thus 
says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all His people, may the Lord his 
God be with him, and let him go up!’” (2 Chronicles 36:22-23 NASB) 


For more background on Cyrus please see (https://www.gotquestions.org/Cyrus- 
Bible.html) 


June 1, 2019 Ezra 1-2 


All the king’s horses and all the king’s men, couldn’t put Humpty together again... 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humpty Dumpty). The egg named Humpty was 
shattered after a “great fall”, as the people of Gos were after a forced relocation, 
captivity, and cultural “replacement” by Babylon. The reconstruction was a small 
miracle, in that a pafgan ruler (Cyrus) was moved and motivated to allow the exiles 
to return to the Land. Still the reconstruction was incomplete at best. Never again 
would eartly Israel see the glory and power it once enjoyed under Solomon! 


The Bible tells us: “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also 
put it in writing, saying: 


2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in 
Jerusalem, which ts in Judah. 3 Whoever there is among you of all His people, may 
his God be with him! Let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah and rebuild the 
house of the Lord, the God of Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 Every 
survivor, at whatever place he may live, let the men of that place support him with 
silver and gold, with goods and cattle, together with a freewill offering for the house 
of God which is in Jerusalem.’” (Ezra 1:1-4 NASB) 


So the records of Ezra the priest and Nehemiah the builder were written to 
document this partial restoration. Some scholars believe that these two canonical 
books were originally one book (https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ezra- 
nehemiah/). The priest Ezra supervised the relocation and restoiration efforts, first 
focusing on the Temple but later under Nehemiah’s direction, restoration of the 
walls of the city of Jerusalem. 


One of the first key events in retoration of the Temple was returning the many 
valuable articles of service and ceremony to the departing Jews. These had been 
stolen, secreted away and were now retuned to the original “owners”: “Then the 
head's of fathers’ households of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the Levites 
arose, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild the house of 
the Lord which is in Jerusalem. 6 All those about them encouraged them with 
articles of silver, with gold, with goods, with cattle and with valuables, aside from all 
that was given as a freewill offering. 7 


the hand ot 9 Now this was their number: 30 gold dishes, 1,000 silver dishes, 29 


duplicates; 10 30 gold bowls, 410 silver bowls of a second kind and 1,000 other 
articles. 11 All the articles of gold and silver numbered 5,400. Sheshbazzar brought 
them all up with the exiles who went up from Babylon to Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:5-11 
NASB) 


Scholars estimate that about 40,000 exiles (Ezrra 2:64) returned to Jerusalem in a 
series of migrations. The Scripture lists some of these, named by the heads tof the 
households or tribal leaders: “Now these are the people of the province who came 
up out of the captivity of the exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had 
carried away to Babylon, and returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his city. 2 
These came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, (not “the” Nehemiah!), Seraiah, 
Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum and Baanah.” (Ezrra 2:1-2 
NASB) 


The exiles returning are then numbered, and some of the priests were “disqualified” 
because their lineage could not be clearly established: “Of the sons of the priests: 
the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife from 
the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and he was called by their name. 62 These 


. 63 The 
governor said to them that they should not eat from the most holy things until a 
priest stood up with Urim and Thummim.” (Ezra 2:61-63 NASB) 


An excellent exploration of the families and leaders of this first wave of returning 
exiles is found in the Enduring Word commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/ezra-2/). God gave the exiles a “willing Heart” to contribute significant 
wealth to retore the Temple: “Some of the heads of fathers’ households, when they 
arrived at the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem, 

69 According to their ability they gave to the 
treasury for the work 61,000 gold drachmas and 5,000 silver minas and 100 priestly 


garments. 70 Now the priests and the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the 
gatekeepers and the temple servants lived in their cities, and all Israel in their 
cities.” (Ezra 2:68-70 NASB) 
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June 2, 2019 Ezra 3-5 


A promising beginning- the leaders of God’s people had the vision and inspiration to 
complete the restoration of Israel, but the nation of Israel was surrounded by hostile 
nations and peoples, and was subject to the whims and disposition of powerful 
leaders and nations around them. This is rreflected in the “on again off again” 
nature of the retoration and rebuilding. The projects started well: “Now when the 
seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered 
together as one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his 
brothers the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brothers arose and 
built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the 
law of Moses, the man of God. 3 So they set up the altar on its foundation, for they 
were terrified because of the peoples of the lands; and they offered burnt offerings 
on it to the Lord, burnt offerings morning and evening. 4 They celebrated the Feast 
of Booths, as it is written, and offered the fixed number of burnt offerings daily, 
according to the ordinance, as each day required; 5 and afterward there was a 
continual burnt offering, also for the new moons and for all the fixed festivals of the 
Lord that were consecrated, and from everyone who offered a freewill offering to 
the Lord. 


7 Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and food, drink and oil to 
the Sidonians and to the Tyrians, to bring cedar wood from Lebanon to the sea at 
Joppa, according to the permission they had from Cyrus king of Persia.” (Ezra 3:1-7 
NASB) 


The restoration of the Temple, which needed foundation retoration and repair, was 
also begun: “Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God at 
Jerusalem in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak and the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all who 
came from the captivity to Jerusalem, began the work and appointed the Levites 
from twenty years and older to oversee the work of the house of the Lord. 9 Then 
Jeshua with his sons and brothers stood united with Kadmiel and his sons, the sons 
of Judah and the sons of Henadad with their sons and brothers the Levites, to 
oversee the workmen in the temple of God. 


10 Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the 
priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with 
cymbals, to praise the Lord according to the directions of King David of Israel. 11 
They sang, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, saying, “For He is good, for His 
lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.” 


13 so 
that the people could not distinguish the sound of the shout of joy from the sound of 
the weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound 
was heard far away.” (Ezra 3:8-13 NASB) 


Some wept and cried out with joy- the foundations were now completed; some wept 
and cried out with sorrow, for they had seen or remembered the glory of the former 
Temple! So many of us today are caught in the same contradictory set of emotions- 
we weep with joy at our salvation and the goodness of God, yet we cry out wth 
sorrow at the brokenness of our very lives and nation as we continue in 
disobedience to God’s Word. 


One method of discouragement of the restoration of the Temple nd the city walls 
was taken by the enemies of God’s people- they offered to “help” with the projects: 
“Now when the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile 
were building a temple to the Lord God of Israel, 2 they approached Zerubbabel and 
the heads of fathers’ households, and said to them, * 


4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them 
from building, 5 and hired counselors against them to frustrate their counsel all the 
days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 


: 


7 And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his 
colleagues wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the text of the letter was written 
in Aramaic and translated from Aramaic.” (Ezra 4:1-7 NASB) 


The began a series of “letters” written back and forth concerning the nature and 
intent of the rebuilding in Jerusalem. The enemies of God’s people were quick to 
accuse the people of being rebellious and refusing to be part of the king’s empire: 
“Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to 
King Artaxerxes, as follows— 9 then wrote Rehum the commander and Shimshai the 
scribe and the rest of their colleagues, the judges and the lesser governors, the 
Officials, the secretaries, the men of Erech, the Babylonians, the men of Susa, that 
is, the Elamites, 10 and the rest of the nations which the great and honorable 
Osnappar deported and settled in the city of Samaria, and in the rest of the region 
beyond the River. Now 11 this is the copy of the letter which they sent to him: 


“To King Artaxerxes: Your servants, the men in the region beyond the River, and 
now 12 let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come 
to us at Jerusalem; they are rebuilding the rebellious and evil city and are finishing 
the walls and repairing the foundations. 13 


16 We inform 
the king that if that city is rebuilt and the walls finished, 
.” (Ezra 4:8-16 NASB). 


The letter appealed to the King’s ego and vanity. How dare these rebels set up a 
base of power and influence that is not subject to my authority? And so the battle 
of letters began. King Artaxerxes sent a strong reply, and the building and 
restoration was forcible stopped: “Then the king sent an answer to Rehum the 
commander, to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their colleagues who live in 
Samaria and in the rest of the provinces beyond the River: “Peace. And now 18 the 
document which you sent to us has been translated and read before me. 19 A 
decree has been issued by me, and a search has been made and it has been 
discovered that that city has risen up against the kings in past days, that rebellion 
and revolt have been perpetrated in it, 20 that mighty kings have ruled over 
Jerusalem, governing all the provinces beyond the River, and that tribute, custom 
and toll were paid to them. 21 


and Shimshai the scribe and thelr colleagues, they went In haste to Jerusalem 10 the 
Jews and stopped them by force of arms. 


24 Then work on the house of God in Jerusalem ceased, and it was stopped until the 
second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.” (Ezra 4:17-24 NASB) 


Relief of Artaxerxes found at Nagsh-e Rostam 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artaxerxes_| of Persia) 


The Spirit of God still stirred in the prophets, and they were convinced that they 
were in the “eye of God” and would enjoy protection despite the evil intentions of 
the rulers allied against them: “When the prophets, Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem 


which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them supporting them. 


3 At that time Tattenai, the governor of the province beyond the River, and Shethar- 
bozenai and their colleagues came to them and spoke to them thus, “Who issued 
you a decree to rebuild this temple and to finish this structure?” 4 Then we told 


them accordingly what the names of the men were who were reconstructing this 
building. 5 


, and then a written reply be returned 
concerning it.” (Ezra 5:1-5 NASB) 


Another letter of accusation against God’s people was sent: “ This is the copy of the 
letter which Tattenai, the governor of the province beyond the River, and Shethar- 
bozenai and his colleagues the officials, who were beyond the River, sent to Darius 
the king. 7 They sent a report to him in which it was written thus: “To Darius the 
king, all peace. 8 Let it be known to the king that we have gone to the province of 
Judah, to the house of the great God, which is being built with huge stones, and 
beams are being laid in the walls; and this work is going on with great care and is 
succeeding in their hands. 9 Then we asked those elders and said to them thus, 
‘Who issued you a decree to rebuild this temple and to finish this structure?’ 10 We 
also asked them their names so as to inform you, and that we might write down the 


names of the men who were at their head. 11 Thus they answered us, saying, i 


14 Also the 


gold and silver utensils of the house of God which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from 
the temple in Jerusalem, and brought them to the temple of Babylon, these King 
Cyrus took from the temple of Babylon and they were given to one whose name was 
Sheshbazzar, whom he had appointed governor. 15 He said to him, “Take these 
utensils, go and deposit them in the temple in Jerusalem and let the house of God 


be rebuilt in its place.” 16 


(Ezra 5:6-17 NASB) 


It is important to note that it was not the will of man or eartly rulers that decided 
the outcome of this restoration, it was the power of God Himself that was the critical 
difference in the outcome of this dispute. A wonderful exposition on this chapter of 
Ezra can be found in the Enduring Word website (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/ezra-5/). 


June 3, 2019 Ezra 6-8 


“| forgot” is not an excuse...as seen in the classic SNL skit where the incomparable 
Steve Martin explains to the tax agent “I forgot to pay taxes” or to the presiding 
judge that “I forgot that armed robbery was illegal” 
(https://snitranscripts.jt.org/77/77imono.phtml). The enemies of God’s people 
“forgot” about the decree of Cyrus, so a search ensued. Sure enough the document 
gave the people permission to rebuild: “Then King Darius issued a decree, and 
search was made in the archives, where the treasures were stored in Babylon. 2 In 
Ecbatana in the fortress, which is in the province of Media 


6 “Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province beyond the River, Shethar- 
bozenai and your colleagues, the officials of the provinces beyond the River, keep 


away from there. 7 


delay. 9 Whatever is needed, both young bulls, rams, and lambs for a burnt offering 
to the God of heaven, and wheat, salt, wine and anointing oil, as the priests in 
Jerusalem request, it is to be given to them daily without fail, 10 that they may offer 
acceptable sacrifices to the God of heaven and pray for the life of the king and his 
sons. 11 And | issued a decree that any man who violates this edict, a timber shall 
be drawn from his house and he shall be impaled on it and his house shall be made 
a refuse heap on account of this. 12 May the God who has caused His name to dwell 
there overthrow any king or people who attempts to change it, so as to destroy this 
house of God in Jerusalem. |, Darius, have issued this decree, let it be carried out 
with all diligence!” (Ezra 6:1-12 NASB) 


And sothe Temple was restored and Passover was observed, a clear indication of a 
restoration of the covenant with God and His people: “The exiles observed the 
Passover on the fourteenth of the first month. 20 For the priests and the Levites had 
purified themselves together; all of them were pure. Then they slaughtered the 
Passover lamb for all the exiles, both for their brothers the priests and for 
themselves. 21 The sons of Israel who returned from exile and all those who had 
separated themselves from the impurity of the nations of the land to join them, to 
seek the Lord God of Israel, ate the Passover. 22 


and 
had turned the heart of the king of Assyria toward them to encourage them in the 
work of the house of God, the God of Israel.” (Ezra 6:19-22 NASB) 


Ezra then travels to the restored Temple, and brings the king’s credentials with him: 
“Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, there went up 

Ezra son of Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, 2 son of Shallum, son of Zadok, 
son of Ahitub, 3 son of Amariah, son of Azariah, son of Meraioth, 4 son of Zerahiah, 
son of Uzzi, son of Bukki, 5 son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of 
Aaron the chief priest. 6 This Ezra went up from Babylon, and he was a scribe skilled 
in the law of Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given; and the king granted 
him all he requested because the hand of the Lord his God was upon him. 7 Some of 
the sons of Israel and some of the priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers 


and the temple servants went up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King 
Artaxerxes. 


8 He came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the 
king. 9 


(Ezra 7:1-10 NASB) 


Ezra carried with him a written decree from the King, a document which in a sense 
represented the very authority and presence of the King: “Now this is the copy of 
the decree which King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe, learned in the 
words of the commandments of the Lord and His statutes to Israel: 12 “Artaxerxes, 
king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect 
peace. And now 131 have issued a decree that any of the people of Israel and their 
priests and the Levites in my kingdom who are willing to go to Jerusalem, may go 
with you. 14 Forasmuch as you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to 
inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem according to the law of your God which is in 
your hand, 15 and to bring the silver and gold, which the king and his counselors 
have freely offered to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16 with all 
the silver and gold which you find in the whole province of Babylon, along with the 
freewill offering of the people and of the priests, who offered willingly for the house 
of their God which is in Jerusalem; 17 with this money, therefore, you shall diligently 
buy bulls, rams and lambs, with their grain offerings and their drink offerings and 
offer them on the altar of the house of your God which is in Jerusalem. 18 Whatever 
seems good to you and to your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and gold, 
you may do according to the will of your God. 19 Also the utensils which are given 
to you for the service of the house of your God, deliver in full before the God of 
Jerusalem. 20 The rest of the needs for the house of your God, for which you may 
have occasion to provide, provide for it from the royal treasury. 


21 “I, even |, King Artaxerxes, issue a decree to all the treasurers who are in the 


, 22 even up to 100 
talents of silver, 100 kors of wheat, 100 baths of wine, 100 baths of oil, and salt as 
needed, 23 Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done with zeal 
for the house of the God of heaven, so that there will not be wrath against the 
kingdom of the king and his sons. 24 We also inform you that it is not allowed to 
impose tax, tribute or toll on any of the priests, Levites, singers, doorkeepers, 
Nethinim or servants of this house of God.” (Ezra 7:11-24 NASB) 


The writer of the Scripture than praises the King and ultimately the Lord Himself 
who put these kind and protective measures on the Kin’s heart: “ 

to 
adorn the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem, 28 and has extended 
lovingkindness to me before the king and his counselors and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. Thus | was strengthened according to the hand of the Lord my God 
upon me, and | gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me.” (Ezra 7:27-28 
NASB) 


The heads of the households of those traveling with Ezra to Jerusalem are noted in 
Ezra 8:1-14. Ezra also traveled with a retinue of Levites/priests: “Now / assembled 
them at the river that runs to Ahava, where we camped for three days; and when | 
observed the people and the priests, 


18 men; 19 and Hashabiah and 
Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, with his brothers and their sons, 20 men; 20 and 220 
of the temple servants, whom David and the princes had given for the service of the 
Levites, all of them designated by name.” (Ezra 8:15-18 NASB) 


Ezra then prays for God’s protections as they travel: “ 


. 22 For | was 
ashamed to request from the king troops and horsemen to protect us from the 
enemy on the way, because we had said to the king, “The hand of our God is 

favorably disposed to all those who seek Him, but His power and His anger are 
against all those who forsake Him.” 23 


(Ezra 8:21-23 NASB). Note that 
fasting is a practice that seems routine and expected in this case, as opposed to the 
rarity of fasting today! 


The treasures were then brought to and placed into the Temple: ”’On the fourth day 
the silver and the gold and the utensils were weighed out in the house of our God 
into the hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest, and with him was Eleazar the 
son of Phinehas; and with them were the Levites, Jozabad the son of Jeshua and 
Noadiah the son of Binnul. 34 Everything was numbered and weighed, and all the 
weight was recorded at that time. 


35 The exiles who had come from the captivity offered burnt offerings to the God of 
Israel: 12 bulls for all Israel, 96 rams, 77 lambs, 12 male goats for a sin offering, all 
as a burnt offering to the Lord. 36 


(Ezra 8:33-36 NASB) 


Apparently the King’s edicts were enough to convince the opposing forces not only 
to cease their opposition but also to support the efforts of God’s people as they 
rebuilt and re-established Jerusalem and the Temple. Matthew Henry’s commentary 
highlights this amazing change of heart of the enemies of God’s people described in 
verse 36 (https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry- 
complete/ezra/8.html). 


June 4, 2019 Ezra 9 


Mixed marriages were a constant issue for God’s people. Their belief was (and to 
some degree still is) that the blood line of the families of God’s people remain 


unmized. In Jesus’ day, the “half breed” Samaritans were loathed, despise, ignored 
and sometimes discriminated against because of their mixed lines of descent. The 
issue of intermarriage was a particularly cogent one for those who had re-settled, as 
well as those left behind during the exile to Babylon. Ezra dealt with this 
specifically in regards to the resulting state of spiritual disobedience to God: “Now 
when these things had been completed, the princes approached me, saying, “The 
people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from 
the peoples of the lands, according to their abominations, those of the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the 
Egyptians and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of their daughters as wives 
for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy race has intermingled with the 
peoples of the lands; indeed, the hands of the princes and the rulers have been 
foremost in this unfaithfulness.” 3 When I heard about this matter, | tore my 
garment and my robe, and pulled some of the hair from my head and my beard, 
and sat down appalled. 4 Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of 
Israel on account of the unfaithfulness of the exiles gathered to me, and | sat 
appalled until the evening offering.” (Ezra 9:1-4 NASB) 


Ezra is appalled, embarrassed, and feels unworthy to pray to God about this matter, 
yet his faith prompted him to pray: “But at the evening offering | arose from my 
humiliation, even with my garment and my robe torn, and | fell on my knees and 
stretched out my hands to the Lord my God; 6 and | said, “O my God, |am ashamed 
and embarrassed to lift up my face to You, my God, for our iniquities have risen 
above our heads and our guilt has grown even to the heavens. 7 Since the days of 
our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt, and on account of our iniquities 
we, our kings and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the 
lands, to the sword, to captivity and to plunder and to open shame, as it is this day. 
8 But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the Lord our God, to leave 
us an escaped remnant and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may 
enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our bondage. 9 For we are slaves; 
yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has extended lovingkindness to 
us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us reviving to raise up the house of our 
God, to restore its ruins and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. 


10 “Now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your 
commandments, 11 which You have commanded by Your servants the prophets, 
saying, ‘The land which you are entering to possess is an unclean land with the 
uncleanness of the peoples of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it 
from end to end and with their impurity. 12 So now do not give your daughters to 
their sons nor take their daughters to your sons, and never seek their peace or their 
prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it 
as an inheritance to your sons forever.’ 13 After all that has come upon us for our 
evil deeds and our great guilt, since You our God have requited us less than our 
iniquities deserve, and have given us an escaped remnant as this, 14 shall we again 
break Your commandments and intermarry with the peoples who commit these 
abominations? Would You not be angry with us to the point of destruction, until 
there is no remnant nor any who escape? 15 O Lord God of Israel, You are 
righteous, for we have been left an escaped remnant, as it is this day; behold, we 
are before You in our guilt, for no one can stand before You because of this.” (Ezra 
9:5-15 NASB) 


As always, the Enduring Word commentary offes great insight into this spiritual 
issue of conmingling and intermarriage: "It wasn’t that this intermarriage was the 
only problem; but as these communities intermarried, there would be no areas left 
untouched by pagan associations - business, government, social life. To allow 
intermarriage with idolaters was to allow all these other areas of compromise.” 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezra-9/). 


Benson’s commentary is also especially helpful here 
(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/benson/ezra/9.htm). To quote: “ 

From the heathen nations round about them, which God had expressly commanded 
them to do, (Deuteronomy 7:2-3,) but have associated with them both in trade and 
in conversation; have made themselves familiar with them; and, to complete the 
affinity, have taken the daughters of these heathen in marriages to their sons.” 


June 5, 2019 Ezra 10 


So in the heavy rain (it was the rainy season), the people gathered and mourned 
their disobedicence. It is important to note that they were not simply sorrowful, but 
were willing to change- to repent- of their sins and go in a new direction. The 
Scripture tells us: “So a// the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem 
within the three days. It was the ninth month on the twentieth of the month, and all 
the people sat in the open square before the house of God, trembling because of 
this matter and the heavy rain. 10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, 


eee 12 Then all the assembly replied with a loud voice, “That’s right! As you 


have said, so it is our duty to do. 13 But there are many people; it is the rainy 
season and we are not able to stand in the open. Nor can the task be done in one or 
two days, for we have transgressed greatly in this matter. 14 Let our leaders 
represent the whole assembly and let all those in our cities who have married 
foreign wives come at appointed times, together with the elders and judges of each 
city, until the fierce anger of our God on account of this matter is turned away from 
us.” 15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah opposed 
this, with Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them.” (Ezra 10: 9-15 
NASB) 


Those who had married foreign wives were to be “separated” from the wives they 
had taken while in exile, so that the worship and everydy life of the people would 
not be unduly influenced by the pagan practices and worship that surrounded Israel. 
The priests and singers were listed: “Among the sons of the priests who had 
married foreign wives were found of the sons of Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his 
brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib and Gedaliah. 19 


. 20 Of the 
sons of Immer there were Hanani and Zebadiah; 21 and of the sons of Harim: 
Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel and Uzziah; 22 and of the sons of Pashhur: 
Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad and Elasah. 


23 Of Levites there were Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is, Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah 
and Eliezer. 


24 Of the singers there was Eliashib; and of the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem and 
Uri.” (Ezra 10:18-24 NASB). 


Of “Israel” (the other tribes) these were listed: “Of /srael, of the sons of Parosh 
there were Ramiah, Izziah, Malchijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Malchijah and Benatah; 26 
and of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth and Elijah; 27 
and of the sons of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad and Aziza; 
28 and of the sons of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai and Athlai; 29 and of the 
sons of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch and Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal and Jeremoth; 30 and of 
the sons of Pahath-moab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, 
Binnui and Manasseh; 31 and of the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah, Malchijah, 
Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32 Benjamin, Malluch and Shemariah; 33 of the sons of 
Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh and Shimei; 34 
of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36 Vaniah, 
Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu, 38 Bani, Binnui, Shimei, 39 
Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah, 40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 41 Azarel, Shelemiah, 
Shemariah, 42 Shallum, Amariah and Joseph. 43 Of the sons of Nebo there were 
Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel and Benaiah. 44 

(Ezra 
10:25-44 NASB) 


Since Jesus taught us that God hates divorce, it seems startling to replace one sin 
(marrying a pagan) with another as a means of repentance. The commentary 
suggests that arrangements and compensations were made for the divorcved wives 
and children from that union 
(https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/ezra/ezra- 
10.html), bu this seems like an inadequate explanation of this “mass divorce”. Was 
this, as jesus taught, allowed because of the “hardness of our hearts”? (Matthew 
19:8) “He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.” The Enduring 


Word commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezra-10/) also 


alludes to this “exception” allowing divorce: 


“Let uS make a covenant with our God to put away all these wives: Shechaniah 
advised the actions of repentance, more than simply indulging the feelings of 
brokenness. 


i. “One fact to be borne in mind about the issue as a whole is that divorce was 
permitted in Israel (Deuteronomy 24:1); and broken marriages had been rife at this 
time for the very opposite of the present reason: i.e., there had been a scandalous 
number of Jewish wives abandoned in favour of heathen women (Malachi 2:10-16).” 
(Kidner) 


ii. “While divorce is always hateful to God (Malachi 2:16), and a witness to human 
‘hardness of heart’ (Mark 10:5), 


| 


iii. “Marriages made between some prohibited persons; as suppose, between a 
father and his daughter, a brother and a sister, are not only unlawful, but void 
marriages, and ipso facto null, by the political laws of civil nations. And therefore 
these marriages with idolatrous and heathen women, being expressly and severely 
forbidden by God, might well be disannulled.” (Poole) 


c. Those who have been born to them: This was a strong command, because not 
only would the wives be put away - but also the children. Because of this, some 
commentators (such as Adeney) think that this was excessive zeal in reforming, 
going beyond God's will and causing great harm. Yet we should see that this was in 
fact God’s will. 


i. This was understood by the ancient culture - that of course, the women would 
stay with their children. “‘All these women and their children’ reflects the fact that 
in ancient societies, as in ours, mothers were given custody of their children when 
marriages were dissolved.” (Yamauchi) 


ii. It was also, no doubt, mitigated by support from the husbands. “Though by the 
Jewish laws such marriages were null and void, yet as the women they had taken 
did not know these laws, their case was deplorable. However, we may take it for 
granted that each of them received a portion according to the circumstances of 
their husbands, and that they and their children were not turned away desolate, but 
had such a provision as their necessities required. Humanity must have dictated 
this, and no law of God is contrary to humanity.” (Clarke) 


iii. Also, it seems that because of God’s mercy in this difficult situation, there were 
relatively few children affected (Ezra 10:44). 


iv. “Children may and sometimes do suffer, at least temporal evils, for their parents’ 
sins, or upon occasion of them, is most evident, both by the Scripture instances, 
and by the laws and usages of nations in some cases.” (Poole) 


d. Arise, for this matter is your responsibility. We also are with you: Shechaniah 
both exhorted those guilty to do what was right and stood beside them in support. 
This was especially meaningful because it seems that though Shechaniah was not 
guilty of marrying a pagan woman, both his father and his uncles were (Ezra 10:21). 


June 6, 2019 Nehemiah 1-3 


Nehe miah is introduced by his wonderful prayer and his ossupation- cupbearer to 
the King. His influence and leadership would prove key to the rebuilding and 
resettling effort of God’s people. The Scripture says: “The words of Nehemiah son 
of Hakaliah: 


In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while | was in the citadel of Susa, 2 
Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and | 


questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also 
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8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 
unfaithful, | will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey 
my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, | will 
gather them from there and bring them to the place | have chosen as a dwelling for 
my Name.’ 


10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great 
strength and your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of 
this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your 
name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this 
an.” 


= 


”(Nehemiah 1:1-11 NASB) 


Nehemiah was close enough to the king that the King would notice Nehemiah’s 
disposition. Nehemiah’s sadness was obvious, and the king was moved to action in 
allowing Nehemiah to abandon his post and to join the exiles: “/n the month of 
Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, | 
took the wine and gave it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence before, 2 


so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This 


6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your 
journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so! set a 
time. 


7 | also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may | have letters to the governors of 
Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until | arrive in Judah? & 
And may | have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber 
to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and 
for the residence | will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of my God was on 
me, the king granted my requests. 9 So | went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates 
and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry 
with me. 


10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, 
they were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of 


the Israelites.” (Nehemiah 2:1-10 NASB). Note that Nehemiah prayed urgently to 
the Lord, and God gave Nehemiah his request by touching the heart of Artaxerxes. 
There was, however, already opposition building among the enemies of God’s 
people- the Hornites and Ammonies! 


The inspection of the walls of Jerusalem showed the sorry state that the walls were 
in. Instead of becoming discouraged, Nehemiah decided to accept this as a 
challenge and begsn to inspire the workers to begin the long rebuilding process: 
“Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we 
will no longer be in disgrace.” 18 | also told them about the gracious hand of my 
God on me and what the king had said to me. 


They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 


19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the 
Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” 
they asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?” 


20 | answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his 
servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any 
claim or historic right to it.” (Nehemiah 2:17-20 NASB) 


Then the Gate repairs were made as Nehemiah assigned each gate to a specific 
group or family: “Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and 
rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far 
as the Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and as far as the Tower of 


Hananel. 2 The men of Jericho built the adjoining section, and Zakkur son of Imri 
built next to them. 


3 The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put 
its doors and bolts and bars in place. 4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, 
repaired the next section. Next to him Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of 
Meshezabel, made repairs, and next to him Zadok son of Baana also made repairs. 
5 The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but their nobles would not 
put their shoulders to the work under their supervisors. 


6 The Jeshanah Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of 
Besodeiah. They laid its beams and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. 7 
Next to them, repairs were made by men from Gibeon and Mizpah—Melatiah of 
Gibeon and Jadon of Meronoth—places under the authority of the governor of Trans- 
Euphrates. 8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired the next 
section; and Hananiah, one of the perfume-makers, made repairs next to that. They 
restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Rephaiah son of Hur, ruler of a half- 
district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section. 10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of 
Harumaph made repairs opposite his house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah made 
repairs next to him. 11 Malkijah son of Harim and Hasshub son of Pahath-Moab 
repaired another section and the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Shallum son of Hallohesh, 
ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help of his 
daughters. 


13 The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah. They 
rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. They also repaired a 
thousand cubits of the wall as far as the Dung Gate. 


14 The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Rekab, ruler of the district of 
Beth Hakkerem. He rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. 


15 The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Kol-Hozeh, ruler of the district 
of Mizpah. He rebuilt it, roofing it over and putting its doors and bolts and bars in 
place. He also repaired the wall of the Pool of Siloam, by the King’s Garden, as far 
as the steps going down from the City of David. 16 Beyond him, Nehemiah son of 
Azbuk, ruler of a half-district of Beth Zur, made repairs up to a point opposite the 
tombs of David, as far as the artificial pool and the House of the Heroes. 


17 Next to him, the repairs were made by the Levites under Rehum son of Bani. 
Beside him, Hashabiah, ruler of half the district of Keilah, carried out repairs for his 
district. 18 Next to him, the repairs were made by their fellow Levites under Binnui 
son of Henadad, ruler of the other half-district of Keilah. 19 Next to him, Ezer son of 
Jeshua, ruler of Mizpah, repaired another section, from a point facing the ascent to 
the armory as far as the angle of the wall. 20 Next to him, Baruch son of Zabbai 
zealously repaired another section, from the angle to the entrance of the house of 
Eliashib the high priest. 21 Next to him, Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, 
repaired another section, from the entrance of Eliashib’s house to the end of it. 


22 The repairs next to him were made by the priests from the surrounding region. 
23 Beyond them, Benjamin and Hasshub made repairs in front of their house; and 
next to them, Azariah son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made repairs beside his 
house. 24 Next to him, Binnui son of Henadad repaired another section, from 
Azariah’s house to the angle and the corner, 25 and Palal son of Uzai worked 
opposite the angle and the tower projecting from the upper palace near the court of 
the guard. Next to him, Pedaiah son of Parosh 26 and the temple servants living on 
the hill of Ophel made repairs up to a point opposite the Water Gate toward the east 
and the projecting tower. 27 Next to them, the men of Tekoa repaired another 
section, from the great projecting tower to the wall of Ophel. 


28 Above the Horse Gate, the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house. 
29 Next to them, Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite his house. Next to him, 
Shemaiah son of Shekaniah, the guard at the East Gate, made repairs. 30 Next to 
him, Hananiah son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired 
another section. Next to them, Meshullam son of Berekiah made repairs opposite 
his living quarters. 31 Next to him, Malkijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as 
far as the house of the temple servants and the merchants, opposite the Inspection 
Gate, and as far as the room above the corner; 32 and between the room above the 
corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and merchants made repairs.” 
(Nehemiah 3:1-32 NASB) 


June 7, 2019 Nehemiah 4-6 


Whenever God moves in the mids and spirits of men, there is almost inevitable 
opposition. We do not need external opposition, or even the wiles and eceptions of 
Satan- our wn sin nature rebels against the counsel, guidance and commands of 
God. In the case of the wall rebuilding, there were external enemies as well. 
Sanballat and Tobiah expressed their doubts and cast discouragement on the 
efforts of Nehemiah and the people as they obediently followed God’s lead in 
rebuilding: 


“Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he 
became furious and very angry and mocked the Jews. 2 He spoke in the presence of 
his brothers and the wealthy men of Samaria and said, “What are these feeble Jews 
doing? Are they going to restore it for themselves? Can they offer sacrifices? Can 
they finish in a day? Can they revive the stones from the dusty rubble even the 
burned ones?” 3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was near him and he said, “Even what 
they are building—if a fox should jump on it, he would break their stone wall down!” 


4 Hear, O our God, how we are despised! Return their reproach on their own heads 
and give them up for plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not forgive their iniquity 
and let not their sin be blotted out before You, for they have demoralized the 
builders. 


6 So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its height, for 
the people had a mind to work.” (Nehemiah 4:1-6 NASB) 
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Nehemiah Builds the Wall 
(httos://dwellingintheword.wordpress.com/2011/11/03/654-nehemiah-4/) 


The people prayed for God’s protection, and then composed a strategy- they would 
work in shifts, with one group standing guard, and then rotate. There ws also a 
system of communication set up to help insure success. The main thing that the 
people had for prorection was the mighty Hand of the Lord, who answere their 


prayers for success: But we prayed to our God, and because of them we set up a 


10 Thus in Judah it was said, 
“The strength of the burden bearers is failing, 


Yet there is much rubbish; 


And we ourselves are unable 
To rebuild the wall.” 


11 Our enemies said, “They will not know or see until we come among them, kill 
them and put a stop to the work.” 12 When the Jews who lived near them came and 
told us ten times, “They will come up against us from every place where you may 
turn,” 13 then! stationed men in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, the 
exposed places, and | stationed the people in families with their swords, spears and 
bows. 14 When! saw their fear, | rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the 
rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and 
awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and 
your houses.” 


15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that God had frustrated 
their plan, then all of us returned to the wall, each one to his work. 16 From that 
day on, half of my servants carried on the work while half of them held the spears, 
the shields, the bows and the breastplates; and the captains were behind the whole 
house of Judah. 17 


21 So we carried on the work with half of them holding spears from dawn until the 
stars appeared. 22 At that time | also said to the people, “Let each man with his 
servant spend the night within Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by 
night and a laborer by day.” 23 So neither I, my brothers, my servants, nor the men 
of the guard who followed me, none of us removed our clothes, each took his 
weapon even to the water.” (Nehemiah 4:9-23 NASB) 


More opposition and problems! Some of the wealthier resettlers decided to charge 
interst (usury) on the people needing funds to rebuild and re establish themselves. 
When Nehemiah heard of this, he corrected the evil practice and made the people 
promise never to exact interest (usury) from their fellow Israelites: “Then / was very 
angry when | had heard their outcry and these words. 71 consulted with myself and 
contended with the nobles and the rulers and said to them, 


usury. 11 Please, give back to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their 
olive groves and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money and of the 
grain, the new wine and the oil that you are exacting from them.” 12 Then they 


said, “We will give it back and will require nothing from them; we will do exactly as 
you say.” So! called the priests and took an oath from them that they would do 
according to this promise. 13 | also shook out the front of my garment and said, 
“Thus may God shake out every man from his house and from his possessions who 
does not fulfill this promise; even thus may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all 
the assembly said, “Amen!” And they praised the Lord. Then the people did 
according to this promise.” (Nehemiah 5:6-14 NASB) 


Of Usury, from Brant's Stu/tifera Navis (Ship of Fools), 1494; woodcut attributed to Albrecht Durer 


Usury has been a subject of intense study over the ages, and the practice of usiry 
was part of the historic antiSemitis prejudice - the claim was that Jews would not 
charge interest to each other, but would gladly charge interest to Gentiles (non- 
Jews). This subject is explored in some detail in the Wkipedia article on usiry 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usury). 


Nehemiah set the example as a great leader should, by refusing compensation as 
leader: “Moreover, from the day that | was appointed to be their governor in the 
land of Judah, from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, 
for twelve years, neither | nor my kinsmen have eaten the governor’s food 
allowance. 15 But the former governors who were before me laid burdens on the 
people and took from them bread and wine besides forty shekels of silver; even 
their servants domineered the people. But | did not do so because of the fear of 
God. 16 / also applied myself to the work on this wall; we did not buy any land, and 
all my servants were gathered there for the work. 17 Moreover, there were at my 
table one hundred and fifty Jews and Officials, besides those who came to us from 
the nations that were around us. 18 Now that which was prepared for each day was 
one ox and six choice sheep, also birds were prepared for me; and once in ten days 
all sorts of wine were furnished in abundance. 


_ 19 
Remember me, O my God, for good, according to all that | have done for this 
people.” (Nehemiah 5:14-19 NASB) 


One final “trick” was attempted by the enemies of God’s people- the leaders of the 
“opposition” decided to arrange a meeting with Nehemiah away from the city. They 
intended to harm him once he was away from the protection of the walled coty and 
those surrounding him. Despite the encouragement of a “false prophet” to meet 
with the opposition, Nehenmiah remained in Jerusalem to complete the work: “Now 
when it was reported to Sanballat, Tobiah, to Geshem the Arab and to the rest of 
our enemies that | had rebuilt the wall, and that no breach remained in it, although 
at that time | had not set up the doors in the gates, 2 then Sanballat and Geshem 
sent a message to me, saying, “Come, let us meet together at Chephirim in the 
plain of Ono.” But they were planning to harm me. 3 So | sent messengers to them, 
saying, “lam doing a great work and | cannot come down. Why should the work 
stop while | leave it and come down to you?” 4 They sent messages to me four 
times in this manner, and | answered them in the same way. 5 Then Sanballat sent 
his servant to me in the same manner a fifth time with an open letter in his hand. 6 
In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Gashmu says, that you and 
the Jews are planning to rebel; therefore you are rebuilding the wall. And you are to 
be their king, according to these reports. 7 You have also appointed prophets to 
proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, ‘A king is in Judah!’ And now it will be 
reported to the king according to these reports. So come now, let us take counsel 
together.” 8 Then! sent a message to him saying, “Such things as you are saying 
have not been done, but you are inventing them in your own mind.” 9 For all of 
them were trying to frighten us, thinking, “They will become discouraged with the 
work and it will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands.” (Nehemiah 
6:1-9 NASB) 


The wall and gate repairs were finished in record time! God was given the credit for 
this amazing accomplishment: “So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the 
month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 


nations surrounding us saw it, they lost their confidence; for they recognized that 
this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. 17 Also in those days 


many letters went from the nobles of Judah to Tobiah, and Tobiah’s letters came to 
them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him because he was the son-in- 
law of Shecaniah the son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter 
of Meshullam the son of Berechiah. 19 Moreover, they were speaking about his 
good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him. Then Tobiah sent letters 
to frighten me.” (Nehemiah 6:15-19 NASB) 


June 8, 2019 Nehemiah 7-8 


A census was then taken of the exiles who had returned. This was not, as was the 
case in David’s census of “fighting men” (2 Samuel 24), an act of defiance or 
disobedience to God. There was a practical need to account for everyone who had 


returned, so that God’s people could move forward with confidence in the rebuilding 
and reoccupation of the Promised Land. 


The Bible describes the census and its results: “These are the people of the 
province who came up from the captivity of the exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon had carried away, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each 
to his city, 7 who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, 
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. 


The number of men of the people of Israel: 8 the sons of Parosh, 2,172; 9 the sons 
of Shephatiah, 372; 10 the sons of Arah, 652; 11 the sons of Pahath-moab of the 
sons of Jeshua and Joab, 2,818; 12 the sons of Elam, 1,254; 13 the sons of Zattu, 
845; 14 the sons of Zaccai, 760; 15 the sons of Binnui, 648; 16 the sons of Bebai, 
628; 17 the sons of Azgad, 2,322; 18 the sons of Adonikam, 667; 19 the sons of 
Bigvai, 2,067; 20 the sons of Adin, 655; 21 the sons of Ater, of Hezekiah, 98; 22 the 
sons of Hashum, 328; 23 the sons of Bezai, 324; 24 the sons of Hariph, 112; 25 the 
sons of Gibeon, 95; 26 the men of Bethlehem and Netophah, 188; 27 the men of 
Anathoth, 128; 28 the men of Beth-azmaveth, 42; 29 the men of Kiriath-jearim, 
Chephirah and Beeroth, 743; 30 the men of Ramah and Geba, 621; 31 the men of 
Michmas, 122; 32 the men of Bethel and Ai, 123; 33 the men of the other Nebo, 52; 
34 the sons of the other Elam, 1,254; 35 the sons of Harim, 320; 36 the men of 
Jericho, 345; 37 the sons of Lod, Hadid and Ono, 721; 38 the sons of Senaah, 3,930. 


39 The priests: the sons of Jedaiah of the house of Jeshua, 973; 40 the sons of 
Immer, 1,052; 41 the sons of Pashhur, 1,247; 42 the sons of Harim, 1,017. 


43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, of the sons of Hodevah, 74. 44 The 
singers: the sons of Asaph, 148. 45 The gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons 
of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons of 
Shobai, 138. 


46 The temple servants: the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of 
Tabbaoth, 47 the sons of Keros, the sons of Sia, the sons of Padon, 48 the sons of 
Lebana, the sons of Hagaba, the sons of Shalmai, 49 the sons of Hanan, the sons of 
Giddel, the sons of Gahar, 50 the sons of Reaiah, the sons of Rezin, the sons of 
Nekoda, 51 the sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, 52 the sons 
of Besai, the sons of Meunim, the sons of Nephushesim, 53 the sons of Bakbuk, the 
sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 54 the sons of Bazlith, the sons of Mehida, the 
sons of Harsha, 55 the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons of Temah, 56 the 
sons of Neziah, the sons of Hatipha. 


57 The sons of Solomon’s servants: the sons of Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the 
sons of Perida, 58 the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 59 the 
sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the sons of Pochereth-hazzebaim, the sons of 
Amon. 


60 All the temple servants and the sons of Solomon’s servants were 392. 


61 These were they who came up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon and 
Immer; but they could not show their fathers’ houses or their descendants, whether 


they were of Israel: 62 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda, 
642. 63 Of the priests: the sons of Hobaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai, 
who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai, the Gileadite, and was named after 
them. 64 These searched among their ancestral registration, but it could not be 
located; therefore they were considered unclean and excluded from the priesthood. 
65 The governor said to them that they should not eat from the most holy things 
until a priest arose with Urim and Thummim. 


Total of People and Gifts 
66 


singers. 68 Their horses were 736; their mules, 245; 69 their camels, 435; their 
donkeys, 6,720.” (Nehemiah 7:6-68 NASB) 


The restoration had begun. Ezra the priest then read the Law, translated so that 
those who could understand could recievc the instruction and hear the 
commandments of God: “* 


2 Then Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the assembly of men, women and all who could listen with 
understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it before the 
square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which 
they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, 
Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, 
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 Ezra opened 
the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above all the people; and 
when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord the great 


7 Also 
Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, 

Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, explained the law to the people while 
the people remained in their place. 8 They read from the book, from the law of God, 
translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading.” (Nehemiah 8:1-8 
NASB) 


The Enduring Word commentary is very helpful here in describing the impact of 
God’s Word- the people heard, understood, wept and repented, and gave their 


“Amen” (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/nehemiah-8/). 


The day of th reading was then declared “holy” set aside, reserved for God and 
spiritually special, as they people realized that the joy of the Lord was the source of 
their joy and strength: “Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 
and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day 
is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were 
weeping when they heard the words of the law. 10 


Then he said to them, “Go, eat 
forth 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is 


holy; do not be grieved.” 12 All the people went away to eat, to drink, to send 
portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words which 
had been made known to them.” (Nehemiah 8:9-12 NASB) 


NEHEMIAH 8:10 


DO NOT GRIEVE, 


BECAUSE THE 


JOY OF THE LORD 


IS YOUR STRENGTH. 


The people’s response was to celebrate- the Festival of Booths was re-established: 
“Then on the second day the heads of fathers’ households of all the people, the 
priests and the Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight 
into the words of the law. 14 They found written in the law how the Lord had 
commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel should live in booths during the 
feast of the seventh month. 15 So they proclaimed and circulated a proclamation in 
all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the hills, and bring olive branches 
and wild olive branches, myrtle branches, palm branches and branches of other 
leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought 
them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in 
the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the 
square at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The entire assembly of those who had returned 
from the captivity made booths and lived in them. 


. And there was great 
rejoicing. 18 He read from the book of the law of God daily, from the first day to the 
last day. And they celebrated the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was 
a solemn assembly according to the ordinance.” (Nehemiah 8:13-18 NASB) 


Was it a coincidence that the reading of the Law, which the people asked Ezra to do 
(Nehemiah 8:1) was in the seventh month (Nehemiah 7:73b)? This seems to be 
another clear example of a “God incidence” rather than a “co incidence”! God knew 
that the month was the very month He had ordained to be a month of celebration, 
and that this joyous Festival had not been celebrated since the days of Joshua 
(Nehemiah 8:17b). What a beautiful gift God gave to His people, just as He delights 
in giving us great and perfect gifts today! 


June 9, 2019 Nehemiah 9-10 


The people were still sorrowful for their sins, and confessed them repented by 
separating themselves from the foreigners who were in their midst. This is still 
another illustration of the power of God’s word when applied by the Holy Spirit: 
“Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the sons of Israel assembled with 
fasting, in sackcloth and with dirt upon them. 2 The descendants of Israel separated 
themselves from all foreigners, and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities 
of their fathers. 3 While they stood in their place, they read from the book of the law 
of the Lord their God for a fourth of the day; and for another fourth they confessed 
and worshiped the Lord their God.” (Nehemiah 9:1-3 NASB) 


The worship included a beautiful song, which is recorded in Nehemiah and 
preserved for us today: 

“Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, 
Shebaniah and Pethahiah, said, “Arise, bless the Lord your God forever and ever! 


O may Your glorious name be blessed 

And exalted above all blessing and praise! 

6 “You alone are the Lord. 

You have made the heavens, 

The heaven of heavens with all their host, 

The earth and all that is on it, 

The seas and all that is in them. 

You give life to all of them 

And the heavenly host bows down before You. 
7 “You are the Lord God, 

Who chose Abram 

And brought him out from Ur of the Chaldees, 
And gave him the name Abraham. 

8 “You found his heart faithful before You, 
And made a covenant with him 

To give him the land of the Canaanite, 

Of the Hittite and the Amorite, 

Of the Perizzite, the Jebusite and the Girgashite— 
To give it to his descendants. 

And You have fulfilled Your promise, 

For You are righteous.” (Nehemiah 9:5-8 NASB) 


To memorialize the commitment of the people and their leaders, a covenant 
proomise was written down and "sealed" : “Now because of all this 
We are making an agreement in writing; 


And on the sealed document are the names of our leaders, our Levites and our 
priests.” (Nehemiah 9:38 NASB) 


Chapter 10 of Nehemiah summarizes the covenant promises made in this sealed 
document, including a list of thiose who signed it: “Wow on the sealed document 
were the names of: Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 
Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush, Shebaniah, 
Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, 
Abijah, Mijamin, 8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah. These were the priests. 9 And the 
Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel; 10 also 
their brothers Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11 Mica, Rehob, 
Hashabiah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13 Hodiah, Bani, Beninu. 14 The 
leaders of the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad, 
Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18 Hodiah, Hashum, 
Bezai, 19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel, 
Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24 
Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 
27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah.” (Nehemiah 10:1-27 NASB) 


The promises and obligations included a summary of God’s revelation to His people 
through Moses and onward, both a “curse and an oath” were included: “Now the 

rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple 
servants and all those who had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands 
to the law of God, their wives, their sons and their daughters, all those who had 

knowledge and understanding, 29 are joining with their kinsmen, their nobles, and 
are 


; 30 and that we will not give 


our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons, 31 As 
for the peoples of the land who bring wares or any grain on the sabbath day to sell, 
we will not buy from them on the sabbath or a holy day; and we will forego the 
crops the seventh year and the exaction of every debt.” (Nehemiah 10:28-31 
NASB) 


The “sealed” document also included a list of obligations and duties to the 
levtes/priests: 

“Likewise we cast lots for the supply of wood among the priests, the Levites and the 
people so that they might bring it to the house of our God, according to our fathers’ 
households, at fixed times annually, to burn on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is 
written in the law; 35 and that they might bring the first fruits of our ground and the 
first fruits of all the fruit of every tree to the house of the Lord annually, 36 and 
bring to the house of our God the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, and the 
firstborn of our herds and our flocks as it is written in the law, for the priests who 
are ministering in the house of our God. 37 


38 The priest, the 
son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive tithes, and the 
Levites shall bring up the tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the 
chambers of the storehouse. 39 For the sons of Israel and the sons of Levi shall 


bring the contribution of the grain, the new wine and the oil to the chambers; there 
are the utensils of the sanctuary, the priests who are ministering, the gatekeepers 
and the singers. Thus we will not neglect the house of our God.” (Nehemiah 10: 34- 
39 NASB) 


As | read these verses this morning, | wondered how well the promises were kept by 
God’s people. Many time | have pledged to God that | would follow Him- and Him 
only, only to find myseldf either “drifting way” or in full rebellion as my sin nature 
took control of my thoughts and actions. The history of God’s people in following 
these glorious and sweeping promises is perhaps not much better than my track 
record of obedience. A wonderful exploration of this issue (which we will visit 
shortly in Nehemiah 13), is given by Dr. Steve Viars 
(https://www.faithlafayette.org/resources/lessons/nehemiah_13414 making promise 
sor_keeping th). 

| commend it to your careful reading. 


June 10, 2019 Nehemiah 11-12 


The repopulation of the Land was done in an orderly fashion. About 90% of the 
people were to live outside Jersalem in the various cities and regions, and 10% were 
to reman in Jerusalem: “Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem, but the 
rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, 
while nine-tenths remained in the other cities. 2 And the people blessed all the men 
who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 11:1-2 NASB). 


The leaders of the various cities and regions were selected so that an orderly 
government could be established: “Now these are the heads of the provinces who 
lived in Jerusalem, but in the cities of Judah each lived on his own property in their 
cities—the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, the temple servants and the 
descendants of Solomon’s servants. 4 Some of the sons of Judah and some of the 
sons of Benjamin lived in Jerusalem. From the sons of Judah: Athaiah the son of 
Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of 
Mahalalel, of the sons of Perez; 5 and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Col- 
hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of 
Zechariah, the son of the Shilonite. 6 All the sons of Perez who lived in Jerusalem 
were 468 able men.” (Nehemiah 11:3-6 NASB) 


Leaders in the cities and regions outside Jerusalem were also established: “7he rest 
of Israel, of the priests and of the Levites, were in all the cities of Judah, each on his 
own inheritance. 21 But the temple servants were living in Ophel, and Ziha and 
Gishpa were in charge of the temple servants. 


22 Now the overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, from the sons of Asaph, who were 
the singers for the service of the house of God. 23 For there was a commandment 
from the king concerning them and a firm regulation for the song leaders day by 
day. 24 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the sons of Zerah the son of Judah, was 
the king’s representative in all matters concerning the people. 


25 Now as for the villages with their fields, some of the sons of Judah lived in 
Kiriath-arba and its towns, in Dibon and its towns, and in Jekabzeel and its villages, 
26 and in Jeshua, in Moladah and Beth-pelet, 27 and in Hazar-shual, in Beersheba 
and its towns, 28 and in Ziklag, in Meconah and in its towns, 29 and in En-rimmon, 
in Zorah and in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages, Lachish and its 
fields, Azekah and its towns. So they encamped from Beersheba as far as the valley 
of Hinnom. 31 The sons of Benjamin also lived from Geba onward, at Michmash and 
Aija, at Bethel and its towns, 32 at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33 Hazor, Ramah, 
Gittaim, 34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35 Lod and Ono, the valley of craftsmen. 36 
From the Levites, some divisions in Judah belonged to Benjamin.” (Nehemiah 11:20- 
36 NASB) 


The priests and Levites who came to the Land with Zerubbabel were named: “Now 
these are the priests and the Levites who came up with Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3 
Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5 Mijamin, Maadiah, 
Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah and Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah and Jedaiah. These 
were the heads of the priests and their kinsmen in the days of Jeshua. 


8 The Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah who 
was in charge of the songs of thanksgiving, he and his brothers. 9 Also Bakbukiah 
and Unni, their brothers, stood opposite them in their service divisions. 10 Jeshua 
became the father of Joiakim, and Joiakim became the father of Eliashib, and 
Eliashib became the father of Joiada, 11 and Joiada became the father of Jonathan, 
and Jonathan became the father of Jaddua.” (Nehemiah 12:1-11 NASB) 


The walls and gates were also dedicated in a great ceremony led by the priests: 
“Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites from all 
their places, to bring them to Jerusalem so that they might celebrate the dedication 
with gladness, with hymns of thanksgiving and with songs to the accompaniment of 
cymbals, harps and lyres. 28 So the sons of the singers were assembled from the 
district around Jerusalem, and from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from Beth- 
gilgal and from their fields in Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built 
themselves villages around Jerusalem. 30 The priests and the Levites purified 
themselves; they also purified the people, the gates and the wall.” (Nehemiah 
12:27-30 NASB) 


Two great choirs were appointed, and the procedure for the newy rebuilt Temple 
were established in a ceremony of worship: “Then / had the leaders of Judah come 
up on top of the wall, and | appointed two great choirs, the first proceeding to the 
right on top of the wall toward the Refuse Gate. 32 Hoshaiah and half of the leaders 
of Judah followed them, 33 with Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, 
Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 and some of the sons of the priests with trumpets; and 
Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son 
of Micaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36 and his kinsmen, Shemaiah, 
Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah and Hanani, with the musical 
instruments of David the man of God. And Ezra the scribe went before them. 37 At 
the Fountain Gate they went directly up the steps of the city of David by the 
stairway of the wall above the house of David to the Water Gate on the east. 


38 The second choir proceeded to the left, while | followed them with half of the 
people on the wall, above the Tower of Furnaces, to the Broad Wall, 39 and above 
the Gate of Ephraim, by the Old Gate, by the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel and 
the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate; and they stopped at the Gate 
of the Guard. 40 Then the two choirs took their stand in the house of God. So did / 
and half of the officials with me; 41 and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, 
Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and Hananiah, with the trumpets; 42 and Maaseiah, 
Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam and Ezer. And the singers 
sang, with Jezrahiah their leader, 43 


44 On that day men were also appointed over the chambers for the stores, the 
contributions, the first fruits and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of 
the cities the portions required by the law for the priests and Levites; for Judah 
rejoiced over the priests and Levites who served. 45 For they performed the worship 
of their God and the service of purification, together with the singers and the 
gatekeepers in accordance with the command of David and of his son Solomon. 46 
For in the days of David and Asaph, in ancient times, there were leaders of the 
singers, songs of praise and hymns of thanksgiving to God. 47 So all Israel in the 
days of Zerubbabel and Nehemiah gave the portions due the singers and the 
gatekeepers as each day required, and set apart the consecrated portion for the 
Levites, and the Levites set apart the consecrated portion for the sons of Aaron. 
(Nehemiah 12:31-47 NASB) 


June 11, 2019 Nehemiah 13 


“And they lived hppily ever after”, or in a “spiritual” version, “they lived in harmony 
with God, following His commands and worshipping Him with joy”. The Bible, 
however, is not a fanciful tale but is brutally honest and realistsic- one of the many 
ways we Can see clear evidence of its authenticity and authority. It would be 
wonderful if God’s people, having worshiped, purufued themselves, dedicated the 
wall, gates and rebuilt Temple, continued in harmony wuth God. 


The reality is that once the excitement and glow of worship were over, many 
everted to their old (sinful) ways! The Ammonite Tobiah was allowed to live in an 
allocated room and influence the priests and by inference , their worship and 
leadership: “On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud in the hearing of the 
people and there it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be 
admitted into the assembly of God, 2 because they had not met the Israelites with 
food and water but had hired Balaam to call a curse down on them. (Our God, 
however, turned the curse into a blessing.) 3 When the people heard this law, they 
excluded from Israel all who were of foreign descent. 


4 
formerly used to store the grain offerings and incense and 


temple articles, and also the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil prescribed for 
the Levites, musicians and gatekeepers, as well as the contributions for the priests.” 
(Nehemiah 13:1-5) 


The allocations for the priests/Levites had also been neglected: “But while all this 
was going on, | was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king 
of Babylon | had returned to the king. Some time later | asked his permission 7 and 
came back to Jerusalem. Here | learned about the evil thing Eliashib had done in 
providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of God. 8 | was greatly 
displeased and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9 | gave orders 
to purify the rooms, and then / put back into them the equipment of the house of 
God, with the grain offerings and the incense. 


. 11 So! rebuked the officials and asked them, “Why is the 
house of God neglected?” Then | called them together and stationed them at their 
posts.” (Nehemiah 13:4-11 NASB) 


The prohibition against work on the Sabbath was also violated: “In those days | saw 


And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore | warned 
them against selling food on that day. 16 People from Tyre who lived in Jerusalem 
were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise and selling them in Jerusalem on 
the Sabbath to the people of Judah. 17 1 rebuked the nobles of Judah and said to 
them, “What is this wicked thing you are doing—desecrating the Sabbath day? 18 
Didn’t your ancestors do the same things, so that our God brought all this calamity 
on us and on this city? Now you are stirring up more wrath against Israel by 
desecrating the Sabbath.” 


19 When evening shadows fell on the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, | 
ordered the doors to be shut and not opened until the Sabbath was over. | stationed 
some of my own men at the gates so that no load could be brought in on the 
Sabbath day. 20 Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all kinds of goods spent 
the night outside Jerusalem. 21 


(Nehemiah 13:15-22 NASB) 


Perhaps worst of all, there was free intermarriage with the pagan peoples living 
around (and in) Judah/Jerusalem, and this practice extended to the families of the 
priests: “ 


othe nguage of 25 | rebuked them and called curses down on them. | beat some 


of the men and pulled out their hair. | made them take an oath in God’s name and 
said: “You are not to give your daughters in marriage to their sons, nor are you to 
take their daughters in marriage for your sons or for yourselves. 26 Was it not 
because of marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the 
many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made 
him king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women. 27 Must we 


hear now that you too are doing all this terrible wickedness and are being unfaithful 
to our God by marrying foreign women?” 


.” (Nehemiah 13:23-28 


NASB) 


Nehemiah ends with a plea to God for mercy and forgiveness: “Remember them, 
my God, because they defiled the priestly office and the covenant of the priesthood 
and of the Levites. 


Remember me with favor, my God.” (Nehemiah 13:29-31 NASB) 


June 12, 2019 Esther 1-3 


“Don’t mess with the king”...coupled with “a man is king in his home/castle” 
captures the spirit of paternalism prevalent in this part of the ancient world. When 
the authority of the king is questioned or challeneged, the challenge was met 
forcefully and directly. The Queen -Vashti- was not willing to answer the king’s 
command that she come to the party and be “shown off” like a “trophy wife”. Who 
knows what was in her mind- in this way she was like our caricature of the “modern 
woman’”- independent and unwilling to be subservient to any man- even the king. 
We may notice that in the marriage vows, the phrase of the bride’s vow “to obey” 
has been left out of most ceremonies. Whn the king summoned Vashti she was 
unwilling to “obey”. The Scriptures tell us: “On the seventh day, when the heart of 
the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, 
Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King 
Ahasuerus, 11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown in order 
to display her beauty to the people and the princes, for she was beautiful. 12 But 
Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command delivered by the eunuchs. 
Then the king became very angry and his wrath burned within him.” (Esther 1:10-12 
NASB) 


What was the punishment? Banishment and replacement of the Queen’s office- 
kind of a divorce and demotion all in one swift action: “This day the ladies of Persia 
and Media who have heard of the queen’s conduct will speak in the same way to all 
the king’s princes, and there will be plenty of contempt and anger. 19 If it pleases 
the king, let a royal edict be issued by him and let it be written in the laws of Persia 
and Media so that it cannot be repealed, that Vashti may no longer come into the 
presence of King Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal position to another who 
is more worthy than she. 20 When the king’s edict which he will make is heard 
throughout all his kingdom, great as it is, then all women will give honor to their 
husbands, great and small.” 


21 This word pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan 
proposed. 22 So he sent letters to all the king’s provinces, to each province 


according to its script and to every people according to their language, that every 
man should be the master in his own house and the one who speaks in the 
language of his own people.” (Esther 1:18-22 NASB). 


Now a replacement must be found- a “beautiful young virgin” was sought in all the 
kingdom. Then God did a wonderful thing. Out of the ignorant, arrogant and selfish 
ego of the king- his wish became an opportunity for God to act in a mighty and 
saving way for His people: “After these things when the anger of King Ahasuerus 
had subsided, he remembered Vashti and what she had done and what had been 
decreed against her. 2 Then the king’s attendants, who served him, said, “Let 
beautiful young virgins be sought for the king. 3 Let the king appoint overseers in 
all the provinces of his kingdom that they may gather every beautiful young virgin 
to the citadel of Susa, to the harem, into the custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, 
who is in charge of the women; and let their cosmetics be given them. 4 Then let 
the young lady who pleases the king be queen in place of Vashti.” And the matter 
pleased the king, and he did accordingly. 


5 Now there was at the citadel in Susa a Jew whose name was Mordecai, the son of 
Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite, 6 who had been taken into exile 
from Jerusalem with the captives who had been exiled with Jeconiah king of Judah, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had exiled. 7 He was bringing up 
Hadassah, that is Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she had no father or mother. Now 
the young lady was beautiful of form and face, and when her father and her mother 
died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.” (Esther 2:1-7 NASB) 


So Esther became Queen, and was loved by the King: “Now when the turn of Esther, 
the daughter of Abthail the uncle of Mordecai who had taken her as his daughter, 
came to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegai, the 
king’s eunuch who was in charge of the women, advised. And Esther found favor in 
the eyes of all who saw her. 16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus to his royal 
palace in the tenth month which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his 
reign. 


17 The king loved Esther more than all the women, and she found favor and 
kindness with him more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her 
head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great 
banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his princes and his servants; he also made a 
holiday for the provinces and gave gifts according to the king’s bounty. 


19 When the virgins were gathered together the second time, then Mordecai was 
sitting at the king’s gate. 20 Esther had not yet made known her kindred or her 
people, even as Mordecai had commanded her; for Esther did what Mordecai told 
her as she had done when under his care.” (Esther 2:15-20 NASB). 


Queen Esther 


Mordecai then saved the King’s Ife, as God once again set the stage for a protection 
for His people: “/n those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthan 
and Teresh, two of the king’s Officials from those who guarded the door, became 
angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 But the plot became known to 
Mordecai and he told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s 
name. 23 Now when the plot was investigated and found to be so, they were both 
hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the Book of the Chronicles in the king’s 
presence.” (Esther 2:21-23 NASB). 


Haman, an Agagite, was then promoted by the king. In another display of ego and 
arrogance, Haman reacted to Mordecai’s refusal to “honor” him with rage and a plot 
against the Jews. Haman desired to wipe this “arrogant” tribe off the face of the 
earth, and plotted to do so: “After these events King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, 
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and established his 
authority over all the princes who were with him. 2 All the king’s servants who were 
at the king’s gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman; for so the king had 
commanded concerning hi 
Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why are 
you transgressing the king’s command?” 4 Now it was when they had spoken daily 
to him and he would not listen to them, that they told Haman to see whether 
Mordecai’s reason would stand; for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 When 
Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed down nor paid homage to him, Haman was 
filled with rage. 6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told 
him who the people of Mordecai were; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the 
Jews, the people of Mordecai, who were throughout the whole kingdom of 
Ahasuerus.” (Esther 3:1-6 NASB) 


3 


Haman’s plot was then put into a decree from the king, signed and sealed with the 
signet ring which was the symbol of the king’s authority. In this particular version 
of anti Seimtism, the people oif God were described as following “other laws” than 
the laws of the King. This brand of hatred and discrimination was used in recent 
years as a criticism of the Zionist movement ( ), and is present in 
today’s headlines as well: “/n the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the 


twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Pur, that is the lot, was cast before Haman from day 
to day and from month to month, until the twelfth month, that is the month Adar. 8 
Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, 


Poe and | will pay ten thousand talents of silver into 


the hands of those who carry on the king’s business, to put into the king’s 
treasuries.” 10 Then the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to 

Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11 The king 
said to Haman, 
please.” (Esther 3:7-11 NASB) 


The wording and intent of the decree were brutal- complete annihilation of the Jews. 
Once they were dscovered and identified, they wer to be killed: “Then the king’s 
scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and it was written 
just as Haman commanded to the king’s satraps, to the governors who were over 
each province and to the princes of each people, each province according to its 
script, each people according to its language, being written in the name of King 
Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by couriers 
to all the king’s provinces to destroy, to kill and to annihilate all the Jews, both 
young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar, and to seize their possessions as plunder. 14 A 
copy of the edict to be issued as law in every province was published to all the 
peoples so that they should be ready for this day. 15 The couriers went out impelled 
by the king’s command while the decree was issued at the citadel in Susa; and 
while the king and Haman sat down to drink, the city of Susa was in confusion.” 
(Esther 3:12-15 NASB) 


June 13, 2019 Esther 4-7 


Esther was in a position to change the outcome of her people- she was placed by 
God in the royal family, and could make a plea to the king to spare her people. To 
approach the king without being summoned was against the law of the time. She 
had to decide whether she would act deisively, even if it cost her life. It is important 
to note that she fasted, as well as those around her, as part of her preparation. 
Sincere prayers for mercy from God were also offered: “When Esther’s words were 
reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you 
are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, 
but you and your father’s family will perish. 


15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who 
are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and 
my attendants will fast as you do. 


(Esther 4:12-15 NIV) 


Esther bravely approached the king, and asked that a special banquet be prepared 
for the kng, herself, and Haman. The trap was cleverly laid, and Haman all to 


eagerly fell into it: “On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the 
inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal 
throne in the hall, facing the entrance. 2 When he saw Queen Esther standing in the 
court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter that was in his 
hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 


3 Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to 
half the kingdom, it will be given you.” 


today toa banquet have prepared forhim." nn een come 
5 “Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” 


So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. 6 As they were 
drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be 
given you. And what is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be 
granted.” 


7 Esther replied, “My petition and my request is this: 8 If the king regards me with 
favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the 
king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet | will prepare for them. Then | will 
answer the king’s question.” (Esther 5:1-7 NIV). 


Haman was so blinded by ambition and rage that he even bragged that he was the 
only invitee to dine with the King and Queen: “Haman went out that day happy and 


in high spirits. 
10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. 


Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, 11 Haman boasted to them about 
his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how 
he had elevated him above the other nobles and Officials. 12 “And that’s not all,” 
Haman added. “I’m the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to 
the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow. 13 But 


.” (Esther 5: 9-13 NIV). 


Enrages at Mordecai still at the King’s gate, Haman decided to ask the king to 
prepare a fifty cubit pole on which to impale Mordecai: “His wife Zeresh and all his 
friends said to him, “Have a pole set up, reaching to a height of fifty cubits, and ask 
the king in the morning to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then go with the king to the 
banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the pole 
set up.” (Esther 5:14 NIV) 


Other translations (NASB, ESV, KJV) describe a gallows fifty cubits high (about 75 
feet) on which Mordecai would be hanged (https://biblehub.com/esther/5-14.htm). 
Either way, a gruesome outcome was planned for Mordecai, and eventually, to all 
the Jews in the kingdom. 


However, Mordecai was soon to be honored rather than executed. When the King 
was unable to sleep, he had the “chronicles” (royal historic records) read to him and 
discovered Modcecia’s brave act to save the King from harm. When the king found 
out that nothing had been done to reward or honor Mordecai, he ordered that a 
special tribute was to be made to him, and Mordecai himself was to proclaim the 
king’s honor on his enemy Mordecai. Instead of his achieveing his revenge, Haman 
was ordered by the King to publically honor Mordecai: “That night the king could not 
sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of his reign, to be 
brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had 
exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, 
who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 


3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the king asked. 
“Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered. 


4 The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court 


5 His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the court.” 


“Bring him in,” the king ordered. 


6 When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should be done for the man the 
king delights to honor?” 


11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on 
horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for 
the man the king delights to honor!” (Esther 6:1-11 NIV) 


Mordecai returned home, and was soon summoned to the banquet. A wiser person 
would see that the political landscape had just changed drastically, but Mordecai 
was blinded now not only by his rage at his plot being thwarted but by being the 
very agent of the King in honoring Mordecai, rather than destroying him: “Afterward 
Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head 


covered in grief, 13 and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had 
happened to him. 


His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai, before whom your 
downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will 
surely come to ruin!” 14 While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs 
arrived and hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther had prepared.” (Esther 
6:12-14 NIV) 


In cruel but justified irony, Haman is accused and impaled on the very pole he had 
prepared for Mordecai: “So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 
and as they were drinking wine on the second day, the king again asked, “Queen 
Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to 
half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 


3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If | have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if 
it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is 
my request. 4 For | and my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and 
annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, | would have 
kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.” 


5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has 
dared to do such a thing?” 


6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” 


Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a rage, 
left his wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing that the 
king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life. 


8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was 
falling on the couch where Esther was reclining. 


The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the 
house?” 


As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face. 9 Then 
Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a height 
of fifty cubits stands by Haman’s house. He had it set up for Mordecai, who spoke 
up to help the king.” 


The king said, “Impale him on it!” 10 So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set 
up for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided.” (Esther 8:1-10 NIV) 


June 14, 2019 Esther 8-10 
Esther knew that eliminating Haman was not enough- the evil fruit f his conference 


with the king- the edict ordering the destruction of the Jews, had to be eliminated as 
well. It ws\as a rare and serious thing to “reverse” a decree- this could give the 


impresson that the king wa less than certain of his wishes and orders- but it must 
be don. Esther risked her life- again- to approach the King with this matter: 

“That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of 
the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for Esther had told how 
he was related to her. 2 The king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed 
from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over Haman’s 
estate. 


3 Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged 
him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised 
against the Jews. 4 Then the king extended the gold scepter to Esther and she arose 
and stood before him. 


5 “If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favor and thinks it the 
right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the 
dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to 
destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. 6 For how can !| bear to see disaster fall 
on my people? How can !| bear to see the destruction of my family?” 


7 King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman 
attacked the Jews, | have given his estate to Esther, and they have impaled him on 
the pole he set up. 8 Now write another decree in the king’s name in behalf of the 
Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s signet ring—for no document 
written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring can be revoked.” 


9 At once the royal secretaries were summoned—on the twenty-third day of the 
third month, the month of Sivan. They wrote out all Mordecai’s orders to the Jews, 
and to the satraps, governors and nobles of the 127 provinces stretching from India 
to Cush. These orders were written in the script of each province and the language 
of each people and also to the Jews in their own script and language. 10 Mordecai 
wrote in the name of King Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with the king’s signet ring, 
and sent them by mounted couriers, who rode fast horses especially bred for the 
king. 


11 The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect 
themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate the armed men of any nationality or 
province who might attack them and their women and children, and to plunder the 
property of their enemies. 12 The day appointed for the Jews to do this in all the 
provinces of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of 
Adar. 13 A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province 
and made known to the people of every nationality so that the Jews would be ready 
on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 


14 The couriers, riding the royal horses, went out, spurred on by the king’s 
command, and the edict was issued in the citadel of Susa.” (Esther 8:1-14 NIV) 


The triumph of the Jews was so complete that some even converted to Judaism out 

of “fear”: “When Mordecai left the king’s presence, he was wearing royal garments 

of blue and white, a large crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city 
of Susa held a joyous celebration. 16 For the Jews it was a time of happiness and 


joy, gladness and honor. 17 In every province and in every city to which the edict of 
the king came, there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and 
celebrating. And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of 
the Jews had seized them.” (Esther 8:15-17 NIV) 


In a very ugly turn of events, the rejoicing and joy of the triumph of God’s people 
turned into revenge against their enemies: “On the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the king was to be carried out. 
On this day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the 
tables were turned and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. 2 
The Jews assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those 
determined to destroy them. No one could stand against them, because the people 
of all the other nationalities were afraid of them. 3 And all the nobles of the 
provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king’s administrators helped the Jews, 
because fear of Mordecai had seized them. 4 Mordecai was prominent in the palace; 
his reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more and more 


11 The number of those killed in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king that 
same day. 12 The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and destroyed 
five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman in the citadel of Susa. What have they 
done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is your petition? It will be given 
you. What is your request? It will also be granted.” 


13 “If it pleases the king,” Esther answered, “give the Jews in Susa permission to 
carry out this day’s edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten sons be impaled on 
poles,” 


14 


. 15 The Jews in Susa came together on the 
fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and they put to death in Susa three hundred 
men, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 


16 


happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, 


18 The Jews in Susa, however, had assembled on the thirteenth and fourteenth, and 
then on the fifteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. 


19 That is why rural Jews—those living in villages—observe the fourteenth of the 
month of Adar as a day of joy and feasting, a day for giving presents to each other. 
(Esther 9:1-19 NIV) 


The Feast of Purim was then established, and became part of the calender of 
fstivals and feasts in the Jewish year: “So Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along 
with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this second letter 
concerning Purim. 30 And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces 
of Xerxes’ kingdom—words of goodwill and assurance— 31 oe a 
, and as they had established for themselves and their 
descendants in regard to their times of fasting and lamentation. 32 Esther’s decree 


confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records.” 
(Esther 9:29-32 NIV) 


Mordecai was then honored, given power second only to the king: “King Xerxes 
imposed tribute throughout the empire, to its distant shores. 2 And all his acts of 
power and might, together with a full account of the greatness of Mordecai, whom 
the king had promoted, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of 
Media and Persia? 3 , 
preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews, 
because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the 
Jews.” (Esther 10:1-3 NIV) 


An 18th-century prayerbook on the miracles of Purim 
By Unknown - http://www.facsimile-editions.com/de/mb/, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1087 7440 


June 15, 2019 Job 1-3 


Many scholars believe that Job is one of the oldest books of the Bible. There have 
been discussions as to whether this is a “morality story” or represents an actual 
person and their encounters with God and the Enemy - please see 

(http://www. apologeticspress.org/APContent.aspx?category=6&article=4573). The 
bbok of Jo, was in fact, one of the subjexts of a college course | took at Georgia Tech 
called “The Bible as Literature”. Certainly this book would stand alone in world 
literature for its majestic poetry and story line alone! There is much more to this 
story than poetry, literature and an intriguing plot line. God teaches us the depths 
and subtlety of our sin in ways that are not evident in the other books of the Bible. 


Job 1 introduces Job, describes his family, wealth and high moral standing, and 
depects the first of many trgic events to ossur to this righteous man: “There was a 
man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that man was blameless, upright, 
fearing God and turning away from evil. 2 Seven sons and three daughters were 
born to him. 3 His possessions also were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of 
oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many servants; and that man was the greatest 
of all the men of the east. 4 His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of 
each one on his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and 
drink with them. 5 When the days of feasting had completed their cycle, Job would 
send and consecrate them, rising up early in the morning and offering burnt 
offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, “Perhaps my sons have 
sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually. 


6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before 
the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “From where 
do you come?” Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “From roaming about on 
the earth and walking around on it.” 8 The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered 
My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright 
man, fearing God and turning away from evil.” 9 Then Satan answered the Lord, 
“Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge about him and his 
house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, 
and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But put forth Your hand now and 
touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face.” 12 Then the Lord said 
to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand 
on him.” So Satan departed from the presence of the Lord.” (Job 1:1-12 NASB) 


God “brags” on Job’s righteousness, but the Enemy challenges God- Haven’y you 
protected Job...let’s see if he follows you after his wealth and family are gone....and 
God agrees: “Now on the day when his sons and his daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, 
“The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans 
attacked and took them. They also slew the servants with the edge of the sword, 
and | alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another also 
came and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the 
servants and consumed them, and | alone have escaped to tell you.” 17 While he 
was still speaking, another also came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three bands 
and made a raid on the camels and took them and slew the servants with the edge 
of the sword, and / alone have escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, 


another also came and said, “Your sons and your daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 19 and behold, a great wind came 
from across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on 
the young people and they died, and | alone have escaped to tell you.” 


20 
. 21 He said, 


“Naked | came from my mother’s womb, 
And naked | shall return there. 

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 


22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.” (Job 1:13-22 NASB) 


First the animals were stolen by the Sabeans (versel14) and servants were slain 
(verse 15), the “fire of God consumed the sheep and servants accompanying them 
(verse 16), the Chladeans took the camels and killed more servants (verse 17), and 
finally all Job’s children were killed when the huse they wee in collapsed on them 
(verses 18-19). Ten children dead at once, amnd Job’s “wealth” in servants and 
animals vanished...and what was Job’s response? He tore his robe and shaaved his 
head (in mourning) and worshipped the Lord (verses 20-21) ! 


| am embarrassed and ashamed to admit that | wasted two years of my government 
career “blaming God” for missing a promotion that | thought | was “entitled” to! My 
bitterness only hurt me (and to some degree my family and friends) but | was only 
too ready to “blame” God for this! 


God again “brags on” Job- despite his unbelievable and tragic loss, Job still worships 
God and lives in a right relationship (righteousness) with Him. Satan then 
challenges God - suppose Job’s health is thaken from him- then what? Will he still 
worship God? And God allows Satan to afflict Job: “Again there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came 
among them to present himself before the Lord. 2 The Lord said to Satan, “Where 
have you come from?” Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “From roaming 
about on the earth and walking around on it.” 3 The Lord said to Satan, “Have you 
considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man fearing God and turning away from evil. And he still holds fast his 
integrity, ” 4 Satan 
answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for 
his life. 5 


7 Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and 
(Job 2:1-8 NASB) 


Now even the strongest would surely lose hope and abandon their faith in a loving 
and protecting God. Job amazingly stays strong in his faith. Job’s wife, and then his 


“friends” attempt to turn Job from his faith- his wife, buy urging Job to “curse God 
and die”, and his friends who will judge him and encourage Job to look for a “hidden 
sin”. The firiends did one great service to Job in initially remaining silent as they 
were astonished at his suffering and pain: “Then his wife said to him, “Do you still 
hold fast your integrity? Curse God and dié!” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as 


11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this adversity that had come upon him, 
they came each one from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite 
and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to come to 
sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 When they lifted up their eyes at a 
distance and did not recognize him, they raised their voices and wept. And each of 
them tore his robe and they threw dust over their heads toward the sky. 13 Then 


(Job 2:9-13 
NASB) 
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The Book of Job (bibleproject.com) 


Chapter 3 of Job shows us that Job, though faithful and almost infinitely patient, was 
human and lamented his pain- even the day he was born: 
Job’s Lament 


1 Afterward Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. 2 And Job said, 


3 “Let the day perish on which | was to be born, 
And the night which said, ‘A boy is conceived.’ 
4 “May that day be darkness; 

Let not God above care for it, 

Nor light shine on it. 

5 “Let darkness and black gloom claim it; 

Let a cloud settle on it; 

Let the blackness of the day terrify it. 

6 “As for that night, let darkness seize it; 

Let it not rejoice among the days of the year; 
Let it not come into the number of the months. 
7 “Behold, let that night be barren; 

Let no joyful shout enter it. 

8 “Let those curse it who curse the day, 

Who are prepared to rouse Leviathan. 

9 “Let the stars of its twilight be darkened; 

Let it wait for light but have none, 

And let it not see the breaking dawn; 

10 Because it did not shut the opening of my mother’s womb, 
Or hide trouble from my eyes. 


11 “Why did / not die at birth, 

Come forth from the womb and expire? 

12 “Why did the knees receive me, 

And why the breasts, that | should suck? 

13 “For now | would have lain down and been quiet; 
| would have slept then, | would have been at rest, 
14 With kings and with counselors of the earth, 

Who rebuilt ruins for themselves; 

15 Or with princes who had gold, 

Who were filling their houses with silver. 

16 “Or like a miscarriage which is discarded, | would not be, 
As infants that never saw light. 

17 “There the wicked cease from raging, 

And there the weary are at rest. 

18 “The prisoners are at ease together; 

They do not hear the voice of the taskmaster. 

19 “The small and the great are there, 

And the slave is free from his master. 


i 
Ss 


23 “Why Is light given to a man whose way Is hidden, 
And whom God has hedged in? 


24 “For my groaning comes at the sight of my food, 

And my cries pour out like water. 

25 “For what | fear comes upon me, 

And what | dread befalls me. 

26 “lam not at ease, nor am! quiet, 

And !am not at rest, but turmoil comes.” (Job 3:1-26 NASB) 


The first “Named friend”- Eliphaz- now speaks , having been silent for seven days. 
His counsel to Job is that in a moral universe, the innocent are never punished: 


“Remember now, 
? 


8 “According to what | have seen, those who plow iniquity 

And those who sow trouble harvest it. 

9 “By the breath of God they perish, 

And by the blast of His anger they come to an end. 

10 “The roaring of the lion and the voice of the fierce lion, 

And the teeth of the young lions are broken. 

11 “The lion perishes for lack of prey, 

And the whelps of the lioness are scattered. “ (Job 4:6-11 NASB) 


June 16, 2019 Job 5-8 


Elephaz’s logic is correct- if there was no sin, God would not correct or punish. The 
fact that Job is suffering and has experienced devastating loss must mean that Job 
has sinned, and needs to repent. Elephaz correctly points out that Gd who punished 
sin and allows afflication can also heal: 


20 “In famine He will redeem you from death, 

And in war from the power of the sword. 

21 “You will be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, 
And you will not be afraid of violence when it comes. 

22 “You will laugh at violence and famine, 

And you will not be afraid of wild beasts. 

23 “For you will be in league with the stones of the field, 
And the beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 

24 “You will know that your tent is secure, 

For you will visit your abode and fear no l/oss. 

25 “You will know also that your descendants will be many, 
And your offspring as the grass of the earth. 

26 “You will come to the grave in full vigor, 

Like the stacking of grain in its season. 

27 


Hear it, and know for yourself.” (Job 5:17-27 NASB) 


Job’s reply to this “advice” is to ask if there has been any evidence of wrongdoing in 
his life. Job relates that practices of generosity, worship, and determined and 
focused faith in God that he has shown during his entire life- how then could God be 
punishing him this way. 


Job describes his (unimaginable) pain: 
“Then Job answered, 


2 “Oh that my grief were actually weighed 

And laid in the balances together with my calamity! 

3 “For then it would be heavier than the sand of the seas; 
Therefore my words have been rash. 
4 


5 “Does the wild donkey bray over his grass, 

Or does the ox low over his fodder? 

6 “Can something tasteless be eaten without salt, 
Or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 

7 “My soul refuses to touch them; 

They are like loathsome food to me. 

8 “Oh that my request might come to pass, 

And that God would grant my longing! 

9 “Would that God were willing to crush me, 

That He would loose His hand and cut me off! 

10 “But it is still my consolation, 

And | rejoice in unsparing pain, 

That | have not denied the words of the Holy One. (Job 6:1-10 NASB). 


Then Job summarizes a lifetime of righteousness that should have never been 
punished or corrected: 
“Teach me, and | will be silent; 


25 “How painful are honest words! 

But what does your argument prove? 

26 “Do you intend to reprove my words, 

When the words of one in despair belong to the wind? 
27 “You would even cast lots for the orphans 

And barter over your friend. 

28 “Now please look at me, 

And see if | lie to your face. 

29 “Desist now, let there be no injustice; 

Even desist, my righteousness Is yet in it. 

30 

Cannot my palate discern calamities? (Job 6:24-30 NASB) 


Job describes the human condition- endless labor and striving, unfulfilled dreams. 
Yet Job continues to insist on his innocence. He asks a key question in verse 12 of 
Chapter 7: 

“Is not man forced to labor on earth, 


And are not his days like the days of a hired man? 

2 “As a Slave who pants for the shade, 

And as a hired man who eagerly waits for his wages, 
3 So am! allotted months of vanity, 

And nights of trouble are appointed me. 

4 “When | lie down | say, 

‘When shall | arise?’ 

But the night continues, 

And | am continually tossing until dawn. 

5 “My flesh is clothed with worms and a crust of dirt, 
My skin hardens and runs. 

6 “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, 

And come to an end without hope. 


8 “The eye of him who sees me will behold me no longer; 
a eyes will be on me, but | will not be. 


So he wha goes down to Sheol does not come up 


11 “Therefore | will not restrain my mouth; 
/ will speak in the anguish of my spirit, 
/ will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 


12 
(Job 7:1-12 NASB) 


We will see the “Leviathan” - the sea monster-again. The commentary provides 
some valuable insight here (https://www.knowableword.com/2015/08/14/identifying- 
behemoth-and-leviathan-in-the-book-of-job/) and also 
(https://orthodoxchristiantheology.com/2016/02/07/lesson-13-behemoth-and- 
leviathan-in-the-book-of-job/) 


Without delving into the interpretation that these are “prehistoric” creatures sich as 
dinosaurs that cohabited with man, the spiritual interpretation of the passages in 
Job suggests that God is illustrating two main points: 1) God has mastery of and 
dominion over all the creatures and powers of earth- even the "big scary ones”; 2) 
Job cannot save himself from sin or his suffering, only God can do this! 


Job sincerely asks for deliverance from his suffering and extreme physical and 
spiritual pain: 

“| waste away; | will not live forever. 

Leave me alone, for my days are but a breath. 


19 “Will You never turn Your gaze away from me, 


Nor let me alone until | swallow my spittle? 
20 


Why have You set me as Your target, 
So that !am a burden to myself? 
21 


.” (job 7:16-21 NASB) 


Job’s second “named friend” -Bildad- then admonishes Job that God would never 
punish an innocent person: 
“Then Bildad the Shuhite answered, 


2 “How long will you say these things, 
And the words of your mouth be a mighty wind? 


: 


4 “If your sons sinned against Him, 
Then He delivered them into the power of their transgression. 


8 “Please inquire of past generations, 

And consider the things searched out by their fathers. 
9 “For we are only of yesterday and know nothing, 
Because our days on earth are as a shadow. 

10 “Will they not teach you and tell you, 

And bring forth words from their minds? 


11 “Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? 
Can the rushes grow without water? 

12 “While it is still green and not cut down, 

Yet it withers before any other plant. 


15 “He trusts in his house, but it does not stand; 
He holds fast to it, but it does not endure. 

16 “He thrives before the sun, 

And his shoots spread out over his garden. 

17 “His roots wrap around a rock pile, 

He grasps a house of stones. 

18 “If he is removed from his place, 


Then it will deny him, saying, ‘I never saw you.’ 

19 “Behold, this is the joy of His way; 

And out of the dust others will spring. 

20 “Lo, God will not reject a man of integrity, 

Nor will He support the evildoers. 

21 “He will yet fill your mouth with laughter 

And your lips with shouting. 

22 “Those who hate you will be clothed with shame, 

And the tent of the wicked will be no longer.” (Job 8:1-22 NASB) 


Job (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUR5qDfV4S4) 
June 17, 2019 Job 9-12 


Job’s reply is one that shows wisdom and a depth of experience and understanding. 
Job says that there is no “arbiter” or “umpire” between God and man: 
“Then Job answered, 


2 “In truth | know that this is so; 

But how can a man be in the right before God? 

3 “If one wished to dispute with Him, 

He could not answer Him once in a thousand times. 
4 “Wise in heart and mighty in strength, 

Who has defied Him without harm? 

5 “It is God who removes the mountains, they know not how, 
When He overturns them in His anger; 

6 Who shakes the earth out of its place, 

And its pillars tremble; 

7 Who commands the sun not to shine, 


And sets a seal upon the stars; 

8 Who alone stretches out the heavens 

And tramples down the waves of the sea; 

9 Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades, 

And the chambers of the south; 

10 Who does great things, unfathomable, 

And wondrous works without number. 

11 “Were He to pass by me, | would not see Him; 
Were He to move past me, | would not perceive Him. 
12 “Were He to snatch away, who could restrain Him? 
Who could say to Him, ‘What are You doing?’ (Job 9:1-12 NASB) 


Job futher states that God is “not a man” - His dealings with us do not follow the 
same “rules” or forms” that we might expect when dealing with another person: 
“For He is not aman as 1am that | may answer Him, 

That we may go to court together. 

33 “There is no umpire between us, 

Who may lay his hand upon us both. 

34 “Let Him remove His rod from me, 

And let not dread of Him terrify me. 

35 “Then I would speak and not fear Him; 

But | am not like that in myself.” (Job 9:32-35 NASB) 


Job then questions the very fact of his eing alive on the earth...why would God allow 
Job to be born only to have a life filled with grief, suffering and pain? 
‘Your hands fashioned and made me altogether, 

And would You destroy me? 

9 ‘Remember now, that You have made me as Clay; 

And would You turn me into dust again? 

10 ‘Did You not pour me out like milk 

And curdle me like cheese; 

11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, 

And knit me together with bones and sinews? 

12 ‘You have granted me life and lovingkindness; 

And Your care has preserved my spirit. 

13 ‘Yet these things You have concealed in Your heart; 

| know that this is within You: 

14 If | sin, then You would take note of me, 

And would not acquit me of my guilt. 

15 ‘If | am wicked, woe to me! 

And if 1am righteous, | dare not lift up my head. 

| am sated with disgrace and conscious of my misery. 

16 ‘Should my head be lifted up, You would hunt me like a lion; 
And again You would show Your power against me. 

17 ‘You renew Your witnesses against me 

And increase Your anger toward me; 

Hardship after hardship is with me. 


18 ‘Why then have You brought me out of the womb? 
Would that | had died and no eye had seen me! 


19 ‘I should have been as though | had not been, 
Carried from womb to tomb.’ 


20 


(Job 10:8-22 NASB) 


Chapter 11 of Job is a rebuke by Job’s “friend” Zophar, who states the simplistic 
logic that sin= disobedience=pain. Therefore if Job is suffering and God is just (and 
predictable!) then Job must have unconfessed sin in his life. This is certainly cold 
comfort to a righteous man covered with sores: 

“Then Zophar the Naamathite answered, 


2 “Shall a multitude of words go unanswered, 
And a talkative man be acquitted? 
3 “Shall your boasts silence men? 
And shall you scoff and none rebuke? 


7 “Can you discover the depths of God? 

Can you discover the limits of the Almighty? 
8 “They are high as the heavens, what can you do? 
Deeper than Sheol, what can you know? 

9 “Its measure is longer than the earth 

And broader than the sea. 

10 “If He passes by or shuts up, 

Or calls an assembly, who can restrain Him? 
11 “For He knows false men, 

And He sees iniquity without investigating. 
12 “An idiot will become intelligent 

When the foal of a wild donkey is born a man. 


17 “Your life would be Jbrighter than noonday; 


Darkness would be like the morning. 

18 “Then you would trust, because there is hope; 
And you would look around and rest securely. 

19 “You would lie down and none would disturb you, 
And many would entreat your favor. 

20 


(Job 11:1-20 NASB) 


Job then contends with these “friends” who offer criticism and rebuke instead of 

comfort. Job declares that he is as intelligent as they, and that they do not really 
understand God’s ways. Job is certain that all these events are directly from the 

Hand of God: 

“Then Job responded, 


2 “Truly then you are the people, 
And with you wisdom will die! 


4 “lam a joke to my friends, 

The one who called on God and He answered him; 
The just and blameless man is a joke. 

5 “He who is at ease holds calamity in contempt, 
As prepared for those whose feet slip. 

6 “The tents of the destroyers prosper, 

And those who provoke God are secure, 

Whom God brings into their power. 


11 “Does not the ear test words, 
As the palate tastes its food? 

12 “Wisdom is with aged men, 
With long life is understanding.” (Job 12:1-12 NASB) 


Job then points out that these afflictions that he is suffering must be from God, for 
God dispenses both the “bad” and the “good”. Job is suggesting that the simplistic 
moral codes and equations of his “frinds” are not adequate to address the moral 
complexities of real life. Only God can ultimately understand what God does: 


15 “Behold, He restrains the waters, and they dry up; 
And He sends them out, and they inundate the earth. 


17 “He makes counselors walk barefoot 

And makes fools of judges. 

18 “He loosens the bond of kings 

And binds their loins with a girdle. 

19 “He makes priests walk barefoot 

And overthrows the secure ones. 

20 “He deprives the trusted ones of speech 
And takes away the discernment of the elders. 
21 “He pours contempt on nobles 
And loosens the belt of the strong. 
22 


24 “He deprives of intelligence the chiefs of the earth’s people 

And makes them wander in a pathless waste. 

25 “They grope in darkness with no light, 

And He makes them stagger like a drunken man.” (Job 12:13-25 NASB) 


The Bible Hub commentary is especially helpful here 
(https://biblenub.com/commentaries/job/12-7.htm). 


June 18, 2019 Job 13-16 


Job rejects the “sound advice” and counsel of his friends. In a memorable reply, he 
compares their “proverbs” with ashes: 

“Behold, my eye has seen all this, 

My ear has heard and understood it. 

2 “What you know | also know; 

! am not inferior to you. 


3 “But | would speak to the Almighty, 
And | desire to argue with God. 

4 “But you smear with lies; 

You are all worthless physicians. 

5 “O that you would be completely silent, 
And that it would become your wisdom! 
6 “Please hear my argument 

And listen to the contentions of my lips. 
7 “Will you speak what is unjust for God, 
And speak what is deceitful for Him? 

8 “Will you show partiality for Him? 

Will you contend for God? 

9 “Will it be well when He examines you? 
Or will you deceive Him as one deceives a man? 


(Job 13:1-12 NASB) 


Job’s lifetime, lived in faith, guides Job to expect vindication from God. Job 
powerfully states that even though God may kill (slay) him, Job will have faith 
(hope) in God: 

“Be silent before me so that | may speak; 

Then let come on me what may. 

14 “Why should | take my flesh in my teeth 

And put my life in my hands? 


Nevertheless | will argue my ways before Him. 

16 “This also will be my salvation, 

For a godless man may not come before His presence. 
17 “Listen carefully to my speech, 

And let my declaration fill your ears. 

18 “Behold now, | have prepared my case; 

| know that | will be vindicated.” (Job 13:13-18 NASB) 


Job then comments on the shortness of life and the finality of death, and- very 
human- longs for the rest of death which would deliver him from his present misery: 


2 “Like a flower he comes forth and withers. 

He also flees like a shadow and does not remain. 
3 “You also open Your eyes on him 

And bring him into judgment with Yourself. 

4 “Who can make the clean out of the unclean? 
No one! 

5 “Since his days are determined, 

The number of his months is with You; 

And his limits You have set so that he cannot pass. 


| 


7 “For there is hope for a tree, 

When it is cut down, that it will sprout again, 
And its shoots will not fail. 

8 “Though its roots grow old in the ground 
And its stump dies in the dry soil, 

9 At the scent of water it will flourish 

And put forth sprigs like a plant. 

10 “But man dies and lies prostrate. 

Man expires, and where is he? 

11 “As water evaporates from the sea, 


And a river becomes parched and dried up, 

12 So man lies down and does not rise. 

Until the heavens are no longer, 

He will not awake nor be aroused out of his sleep. 


ba 
1 


(Job 14:1-13 NASB) 


Two of the “hardest” books in the Old Testament are Job and Ecclesiastes. In 
Ecclessiates we find a similar sentiment about man’s life on the earth. We see in 
Ecclesiastes 1:14 these memorable words: “/ have seen all the works which have 
been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after wind.” The 
themes explored in these two books are the tragedy and shortness of life, and the 
unpredictability of our place in this life. Whereas Job is vindicated and restored, the 
Preacher in Ecclesiastes does not come to a conclusion of restoration, but advises 
us to enjoy the simple gifts of work, life and bread. 


Eliphaz then responds critically to Job, criticizing Job as “windy” and full of himself: 
“Then Eliphaz the Temanite responded, 


No 
me) 


3 “Should he argue with useless talk, 

Or with words which are not profitable? 

4 “Indeed, you do away with reverence 

And hinder meditation before God. 

5 “For your guilt teaches your mouth, 

And you choose the language of the crafty. 

6 “Your own mouth condemns you, and not I; 
And your own lips testify against you. 


10 “Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us, 

Older than your father. 

11 “Are the consolations of God too small for you, 

Even the word spoken gently with you? 

12 “Why does your heart carry you away? 

And why do your eyes flash, 

13 That you should turn your spirit against God 

And allow such words to go out of your mouth? 

14 “What is man, that he should be pure, 

Or he who is born of a woman, that he should be righteous? 
15 


(Job 14:1-16 NASB) 
Elephaz emphatically returns to the logic that only the wicked are miserable and 
punished like Job- Job has deceived himself and is actually steeped in sin and 
rebellion against God: 
“I will tell you, listen to me; 
And what | have seen | will also declare; 
18 What wise men have told, 
And have not concealed from their fathers, 
19 To whom alone the land was given, 
And no alien passed among them. 
20 


22 “He does not believe that he will return from darkness, 

And he is destined for the sword. 

23 “He wanders about for food, saying, ‘Where is it?’ 

He knows that a day of darkness is at hand. 

24 “Distress and anguish terrify him, 

They overpower him like a king ready for the attack, 

25 Because he has stretched out his hand against God 

And conducts himself arrogantly against the Almighty. (Job 15:17-25 NASB) 


Job then lashes out at his “friends”, calling the “sorry comforters”: 


3 “Is there no limit to windy words? 
Or what plagues you that you answer? 
4 


.” (Job 16:1-5 NASB) 


Job insiste two things are true: 1) God has done this- He is the source of Job’s 
suffering; 2) Job is pure and blameless before God. He eloquently states his case: 


He has gnashed at me with His teeth; 

My adversary glares at me. 

10 “They have gaped at me with their mouth, 

They have slapped me on the cheek with contempt; 
They have massed themselves against me. 

11 “God hands me over to ruffians 

And tosses me into the hands of the wicked. 

12 “| was at ease, but He shattered me, 

And He has grasped me by the neck and shaken me to pieces; 
He has also set me up as His target. 

13 “His arrows surround me. 

Without mercy He splits my kidneys open; 


He pours out my gall on the ground. 

14 “He breaks through me with breach after breach; 
He runs at me like a warrior. 

15 “Il have sewed sackcloth over my skin 

And thrust my horn in the dust. 
16 


And my prayer is pure.” (Job 16:9-17 NASB) 


June 19, 2019 Job 17-20 


Job’s despair has grown so great that he now believes that he has become a 
“byword”- an example to others of wretchedness which many (wronly) believe is the 
result of sin: 

“My spirit is broken, my days are extinguished, 

The grave is ready for me. 

2 “Surely mockers are with me, 

And my eye gazes on their provocation. 


3 “Lay down, now, a pledge for me with Yourself; 

Who is there that will be my guarantor? 

4 “For You have kept their heart from understanding, 
Therefore You will not exalt them. 

5 “He who informs against friends for a share of the spoil, 
The eyes of his children also will languish. 


6 “But He has made me a byword of the people, 
And | am one at whom men spit.” (Job 17:1-6 NASB) 


Bildad, Job’s “friend”, insists that Job is the very picture of the devastation that 
comes to the wicked. Bildad is convinced that Job is harboring sin and suffering 
from the results of his sin: 

“Then Bildad the Shuhite responded, 


2 “How long will you hunt for words? 

Show understanding and then we can talk. 
3 “Why are we regarded as beasts, 

As stupid in your eyes? 

4 “O you who tear yourself in your anger— 
For your sake is the earth to be abandoned, 
Or the rock to be moved from its place? 


6 “The light in his tent is darkened, 

And his lamp goes out above him. 

7 “His vigorous stride is shortened, 

And his own scheme brings him down. 

8 “For he is thrown into the net by his own feet, 


And he steps on the webbing. 

9 “A snare seizes him by the heel, 

And a trap snaps shut on him. 

10 “A noose for him is hidden in the ground, 
And a trap for him on the path. 

11 “All around terrors frighten him, 

And harry him at every step. 
12 


.” (Job 18:1-13 NASB) 


Job then insists that his friends have filed to be a comfort (an absolute 
understatement!) and that God has “wronged” him: 
“Then Job responded, 


2 “How long will you torment me 
And crush me with words? 


: 


4 “Even if | have truly erred, 

My error lodges with me. 

5 “If indeed you vaunt yourselves against me 
And prove my disgrace to me, 


6 
And has closed His net around me.” Job 191-6 NASB) 


Job then insist that everything (and seemingly everyone) is against him: 
“Behold, | cry, ‘Violence!’ but | get no answer; 

! shout for help, but there is no justice. 

8 “He has walled up my way so that | cannot pass, 
And He has put darkness on my paths. 

9 “He has stripped my honor from me 

And removed the crown from my head. 

10 “He breaks me down on every side, and | am gone; 
And He has uprooted my hope like a tree. 

11 “He has also kindled His anger against me 

And considered me as His enemy. 

12 “His troops come together, 

And build up their way against me 

And camp around my tent. 


13 “He has removed my brothers far from me, 
And my acquaintances are completely estranged from me.” (Job 19:7-13 NASB) 


Despite all this- the suffering, rejection and abandonment, Job shows his powerful 
faith- Job declares that he knows that his Redeemer lives, and that Job will see him 
and be blessed by seeing Him: 

“Oh that my words were written! 

Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 


24 “That with an iron stylus and lead 
They were engraved in the rock forever! 
25 


My heart faints within me! 

28 “If you say, ‘How shall we persecute him?’ 

And ‘What pretext for a case against him can we find?’ 

29 “Then be afraid of the sword for yourselves, 

For wrath brings the punishment of the sword, 

So that you may know there is judgment.” (Job 19:23-29 NASB) 


These words of faith and hope were incorporated in George Frederick Handel’s 
masterpiece “The Messiah”, using the KJV text: “/ know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day 

Upon the earth. And though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 

| see God.” (Job 19:25-26) 


AS always, the Bible Hub commentary is helpful here 


(https://biblehub.com/commentaries/job/19-25.htm) as well as the Enduring Word 
commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/job-19/) 


Zophar, a third named “friend” then challemges Job- stating that the triump of the 
wicked (Job in his view) will be brief, and that Job has no real reason for hope and 
faith in any restitution or restoration. The logic is simple- Job must be wicked- why 
else would he be suffering? Zophar says: 


“Then Zophar the Naamathite answered, 


2 “Therefore my disquieting thoughts make me respond, 
Even because of my inward agitation. 

3 “I listened to the reproof which insults me, 

And the spirit of my understanding makes me answer. 

4 “Do you know this from of old, 

From the establishment of man on earth, 


8 “He flies away like a dream, and they cannot find him; 
Even like a vision of the night he is chased away. 

9 “The eye which saw him sees him no longer, 

And his place no longer beholds him. 

10 “His sons favor the poor, 

And his hands give back his wealth. 


11 “His bones are full of his youthful vigor, 
But it lies down with him in the dust. 


IZ 


13 Though he desires it and will not let it go, 
But holds it in his mouth, 

14 Yet his food in his stomach is changed 
To the venom of cobras within him. 

15 “He swallows riches, 

But will vomit them up; 

God will expel them from his belly. 

16 “He sucks the poison of cobras; 

The viper’s tongue slays him. 

17 “He does not look at the streams, 

The rivers flowing with honey and curds. 

18 “He returns what he has attained 

And cannot swallow it; 

As to the riches of his trading, 

He cannot even enjoy them. (Job 20:1-18 NASB) 


June 20, 2019 Job 20-24 


Job contends that God will deal with the wicked in His own way- their triumps and 
prosperity are fleeting and the punishment and consequence of theie evil and sin is 
forever: 

“Then Job answered, 


2 “Listen carefully to my speech, 

And let this be your way of consolation. 

3 “Bear with me that | may speak; 

Then after | have spoken, you may mock. 
4 “As for me, is my complaint to man? 
And why should | not be impatient? 

5 “Look at me, and be astonished, 

And put your hand over your mouth. 

6 “Even when | remember, | am disturbed, 
And horror takes hold of my flesh. 


17 “How often is the lamp of the wicked put out, 
Or does their calamity fall on them? 

Does God apportion destruction in His anger? 
18 “Are they as straw before the wind, 

And like chaff which the storm carries away? 

19 “You say, ‘God stores away a man’s iniquity for his sons.’ 
Let God repay him so that he may know it. 

20 “Let his own eyes see his decay, 

And let him drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 
21 “For what does he care for his household after him, 
When the number of his months is cut off? 

22 “Can anyone teach God knowledge, 

In that He judges those on high? 

23 “One dies in his full strength, 

Being wholly at ease and satisfied; 

24 His sides are filled out with fat, 

And the marrow of his bones is moist, 

25 While another dies with a bitter soul, 

Never even tasting anything good. 

26 “Together they lie down in the dust, 

And worms cover them.” (Job 21:1-26 NASB) 


Eliphaz is still not convinced that Job is righteous and blameless. Eliphaz urges Job 
to repent, and then God will bless him and not continue with this terrible 
punishment: 

“Then Eliphaz the Temanite responded, 


2 “Can a vigorous man be of use to God, 

Or a wise man be useful to himself? 

3 “Is there any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous, 
Or profit if you make your ways perfect? 

4 “Is it because of your reverence that He reproves you, 
That He enters into judgment against you? 

5 “Is not your wickedness great, 

And your iniquities without end? 

6 “For you have taken pledges of your brothers without cause, 
And stripped men naked. 

7 “To the weary you have given no water to drink, 

And from the hungry you have withheld bread. 

8 “But the earth belongs to the mighty man, 

And the honorable man dwells in it. 


9 “You have sent widows away empty, 

And the strength of the orphans has been crushed. 
10 “Therefore snares surround you, 

And sudden dread terrifies you, 

11 Or darkness, so that you cannot see, 

And an abundance of water covers you. 


12 “Is not God in the height of heaven? 

Look also at the distant stars, how high they are! 
13 “You say, ‘What does God know? 

Can He judge through the thick darkness? 

14 ‘Clouds are a hiding place for Him, so that He cannot see; 
And He walks on the vault of heaven.’ 

15 “Will you keep to the ancient path 

Which wicked men have trod, 

16 Who were snatched away before their time, 
Whose foundations were washed away by a river? 
17 “They said to God, ‘Depart from us!’ 

And ‘What can the Almighty do to them?’ 

18 “Yet He filled their houses with good things; 
But the counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

19 “The righteous see and are glad, 

And the innocent mock them, 

20 Saying, ‘Truly our adversaries are cut Off, 

And their abundance the fire has consumed.’ 


And choice silver to you.” (Job 21:1-25 NASB) 


Job replies that he would like to approach God and plead his case, but that God 
cannot be found: 


“Then Job replied, 


2 “Even today my complaint is rebellion; 
His hand is heavy despite my groaning. 


5 “| would learn the words which He would answer, 
And perceive what He would say to me. 


6 “Would He contend with me by the greatness of His power? 
No, surely He would pay attention to me. 

7 “There the upright would reason with Him; 

And | would be delivered forever from my Judge. 


10 “But He knows the way | take; 
When He has tried me, | shall come forth as gold. 


13 “But He is unique and who can turn Him? 

And what His soul desires, that He does. 

14 “For He performs what is appointed for me, 

And many such decrees are with Him. 

15 “Therefore, | would be dismayed at His presence; 
When | consider, | am terrified of Him. 

16 “It is God who has made my heart faint, 

And the Almighty who has dismayed me, 

17 But | am not silenced by the darkness, 

Nor deep gloom which covers me.” (Job 23:1-17 NASB) 


Job the (indirectly) questions God. Why do the wicked go unpunished- and 
sometime, unnoticed? How can this be consistent with the nature and judgment of 
a moral and righteous God? 


“Why are times not stored up by the Almighty, 

And why do those who know Him not see His days? 

2 “Some remove the landmarks; 

They seize and devour flocks. 

3 “They drive away the donkeys of the orphans; 

They take the widow’s ox for a pledge. 

4 “They push the needy aside from the road; 

The poor of the land are made to hide themselves altogether. 
5 “Behold, as wild donkeys in the wilderness 

They go forth seeking food in their activity, 

As bread for their children in the desert. 

6 “They harvest their fodder in the field 

And glean the vineyard of the wicked. 

7 “They spend the night naked, without clothing, 

And have no covering against the cold. 

8 “They are wet with the mountain rains 

And hug the rock for want of a shelter. 
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Yet God does not pay attention to folly.” (Job 24:1-12 NASB) 


The Enduring Word (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/job-24/) and Bible 
Hub (https://biblehub.com/commentaries/job/24-12.htm) commentaries are helpful 


here. 
June 21, 2019 Job 25-29 


Bildad has a (surprisingly) short answer to Job’s declarations. He states that man is 
not superior to God, so that (by inference) we should not presume to criticize of 
judge His ways: 

“Then Bildad the Shuhite answered, 


2 “Dominion and awe belong to Him 

Who establishes peace in His heights. 

3 “Is there any number to His troops? 

And upon whom does His light not rise? 

4 “How then can a man be just with God? 

Or how can he be clean who is born of woman? 

5 “If even the moon has no brightness 

And the stars are not pure in His sight, 

6 How much less man, that maggot, 

And the son of man, that worm!” (Job 25:1-6 NASB) 


Job then rebukes Bildad, saying in essence ethat he (Job) is well aware of the 
greatness of God. How amazing and surprising is it that Job, in the midst of his 
suffering, can praise God. It is reminiscent of Jesus on the cross who forgave Hs 
enemies (please see https://www.gotquestions.org/Father-forgive-them.html), 
forgave one of the two being crucified with Him 
(https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/424-what-about-the-thief-on-the-cross), 
and arranged for His mother’s care (John 19:25-27- please see 


(https://www.icr.org/article/jesus-care-for-his-mother/): 


“Then Job responded, 


2 “What a help you are to the weak! 


3 “What counsel you have given to one without wisdom! 
What helpful insight you have abundantly provided! 

4 “To whom have you uttered words? 

And whose spirit was expressed through you? 


5 “The departed spirits tremble 
Under the waters and their inhabitants. 


6 “Naked is Sheol before Him, 

And Abaddon has no covering. 

7 “He stretches out the north over empty space 
And hangs the earth on nothing. 

8 “He wraps up the waters in His clouds, 

And the cloud does not burst under them. 

9 “He obscures the face of the full moon 

And spreads His cloud over it. 

10 “He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters 
At the boundary of light and darkness. 

11 “The pillars of heaven tremble 

And are amazed at His rebuke. 

12 “He quieted the sea with His power, 

And by His understanding He shattered Rahab. 


Ra 
| 


14 “Behold, these are the fringes of His ways; 
And how faint a word we hear of Him! 
But His mighty thunder, who can understand?” (Job 26:1-14 NASB) 


Job then does two things: 1) he affirms his righteousness; 2) he describes what he 
believes the fate of the unrighteous should be. When he declares his righteousness 
before God, he is affirming that he does not “deserve” the fate of those who have 
defied, forgotten, ignored or never acknowledges God in their lives. These 
“sinners” deserve punishment and not mercy! This still leaves open the question of 
WHY these terrible things and suffering are Job’s lot in life: 

“Then Job continued his discourse and said, 


2 “As God lives, who has taken away my right, 
And the Almighty, who has embittered my soul, 


My heart does not reproach any of my days.” (Job 27:1-6 NASB) 


Job’s description of the fate of the woicked is terrifying in its detail. Perhaps he has 
personally tasted some of the bitterness and despair of his present state of mind 
and spirit and can speak more convincingly of the fate of those who reject and 
dishonor God: 

“This ts the portion of a wicked man from God, 

And the inheritance which tyrants receive from the Almighty. 

14 “Though his sons are many, they are destined for the sword; 

And his descendants will not be satisfied with bread. 


i) 
1S) 


16 “Though he piles up silver like dust 


And prepares garments as plentiful as the clay, 
17 He may prepare it, but the just will wear it 
And the innocent will divide the silver. 

18 “He has built his house like the spider’s web, 
Or as a hut which the watchman has made. 

19 “He lies down rich, but never again; 

He opens his eyes, and it is no longer. 


20 “Terrors overtake him like a flood; 
And will hiss him from his place.” (Job 27:13-23 NASB) 


Job then delights the present-day chemists and geologists by describing the metals 
and precious stones that are taken from the earth itself. These “ancient” metals 
were easily extracted and refined, and were useful as well as valuable: 

“Surely there is a mine for silver 

And a place where they refine gold. 

? “Iron is taken from the dust, 

And copper is smelted from rock. 

3 “Man puts an end to darkness, 

And to the farthest limit he searches out 

The rock in gloom and deep shadow. 

4 “He sinks a shaft far from habitation, 

Forgotten by the foot; 

They hang and swing to and fro far from men. 

5 “The earth, from it comes food, 

And underneath it is turned up as fire. 

6 “Its rocks are the source of sapphires, 

And its dust contains gold.” (Job 28:1-6 NASB) 


Far more valuable, however, is the wisdom that comes from rightwousness and 
righteous living: 


? 


21 “Thus it is hidden from the eyes of all living 
And concealed from the birds of the sky. 


22 “Abaddon and Death say, 


‘With our ears we have heard a report of it.’ 


23 “God understands its way, 

And He knows its place. 

24 “For He looks to the ends of the earth 
And sees everything under the heavens. 
25 “When He imparted weight to the wind 
And meted out the waters by measure, 

26 When He set a limit for the rain 


And a course for the thunderbolt, 
27 Then He saw it and declared it; 
He established it and also searched it out. 
28 
(Job 28:20-28 NASB) 


Abaddon (verse 22) appears three times in the book of Job, and is rendered 
“destroyer”. For a more complete definition please see 


(https://www. biblestudytools.com/dictionary/abaddon/). 


Job then remembers his past- a past in which he was whole, wealth and powerful. It 
seems certain that these memories were not a comfort to him, perhaps intensifying 
Job’s sense of loss, confusion and sepration from God and His goodness: 


And Job again took up his discourse and said, 


2 “Oh that | were as in months gone by, 


7 “When | went out to the gate of the city, 

When I took my seat in the square, 

8 The young men saw me and hid themselves, 
And the old men arose and stood. 

9 “The princes stopped talking 

And put their hands on their mouths; 

10 The voice of the nobles was hushed, 

And their tongue stuck to their palate. 

11 “For when the ear heard, it called me blessed, 
And when the eye saw, it gave witness of me, 

12 Because | delivered the poor who cried for help, 
And the orphan who had no helper. 

13 “The blessing of the one ready to perish came upon me, 
And I made the widow’s heart sing for joy. 

14 “I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; 
My justice was like a robe and a turban. 

15 “I was eyes to the blind 

And feet to the lame. 

16 “I was a father to the needy, 

And | investigated the case which | did not know. 
17 “I broke the jaws of the wicked 

And snatched the prey from his teeth. 


18 “Then | thought, ‘I shall die in my nest, 
And | shall multiply my days as the sand. 


19 ‘My root is spread out to the waters, 

And dew lies all night on my branch. 

20 ‘My glory is ever new with me, 

And my bow is renewed in my hand.’” (Job 29:1-20 NASB) 


June 22, 2019 Job 30-33 


Job continues to be overwhelmed at how low he has sunk- from a respected, whole 
and respected man to a poor boil ridden soul sitting in an ash heap: 

“Yet does not one in a heap of ruins stretch out his hand, 

Or in his disaster therefore cry out for help? 

25 “Have | not wept for the one whose life is hard? 

Was not my soul grieved for the needy? 


29 “| have become a brother to jackals 

And a companion of ostriches. 

30 “My skin turns black on me, 

And my bones burn with fever. 

31 “Therefore my harp is turned to mourning, 

And my flute to the sound of those who weep.” (Job 30:24-31 NASB) 


Job remembers his personal righteousness, and recites a litany of his obedience and 
keeping God’s Law: 

“| have made a covenant with my eyes; 

How then could | gaze at a virgin? 

2 “And what is the portion of God from above 

Or the heritage of the Almighty from on high? 

3 “Is it not calamity to the unjust 

And disaster to those who work iniquity? 

4 “Does He not see my ways 

And number all my steps? 


5 “If | have walked with falsehood, 


9 “If my heart has been enticed by a woman, 
Or I have lurked at my neighbor’s doorway, 
10 May my wife grind for another, 


And let others kneel down over her. 

11 “For that would be a /ustful crime; 

Moreover, it would be an iniquity punishable by judges. 
12 “For it would be fire that consumes to Abaddon, 
And would uproot all my increase.” (Job 31:1-12 NASB) 


Job continues to cry out to God to show him his sin, and finally, exhausted, is silent: 
“Have | rejoiced at the extinction of my enemy, 

Or exulted when evil befell him? 

30 “No, | have not allowed my mouth to sin 

By asking for his life in a curse. 

31 “Have the men of my tent not said, 

‘Who can find one who has not been satisfied with his meat’? 
32 “The alien has not lodged outside, 

For | have opened my doors to the traveler. 

33 “Have | covered my transgressions like Adam, 

By hiding my iniquity in my bosom, 

34 Because | feared the great multitude, 

And the contempt of families terrified me, 

And kept silent and did not go out of doors? 


The words of Job are ended.” (Job 31:29-40 NASB) 


Then Elihu, the youngest “friend”, finally speaks. He says that he has been silent 
out of respect for those older, but can hold his tongue no more. Elihu sharply 
criticizes Job for Job’s “self justification” or as we might say “self-righteousness”. 
His words are angry and critical: 

“Then these three men ceased answering Job, because he was righteous in his own 


eyes. 2 But the anger of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram 


burned; against Job his anger burned because he justified himself before God. 3 it ei epee mca 


6 So Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite spoke out and said, 


“lam young in years and you are old; 

Therefore | was shy and afraid to tell you what | think. 

7 “| thought age should speak, 

And increased years should teach wisdom. 

8 “But it is a spirit in man, 

And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding. 
9 “The abundant in years may not be wise, 

Nor may elders understand justice. 

10 “So! say, ‘Listen to me, 

| too will tell what | think.’” (Job 32:1-10 NASB) 


Elihu scolds Job, and assures Job that God is not a punisher of the innocent, and that 
His justice is far beyond and above ours and our concepts of Him: 
“However now, Job, please hear my speech, 

And listen to all my words. 

2 “Behold now, | open my mouth, 

My tongue in my mouth speaks. 

3 “My words are from the uprightness of my heart, 

And my lips speak knowledge sincerely. 

4 “The Spirit of God has made me, 

And the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 

5 “Refute me if you can; 

Array yourselves before me, take your stand. 

6 “Behold, | belong to God like you; 

| too have been formed out of the clay. 

7 “Behold, no fear of me should terrify you, 

Nor should my pressure weigh heavily on you. 


” (job 33:1-12 NASB) 


13 “Why do you complain against Him 
That He does not give an account of all His doings?” (Job 33:1-13 NASB) 


June 23, 2019 Job 34-37 


Elihu then states that God is never wicked and is incapable of wickedness: 
“Then Elihu continued and said, 


2 “Hear my words, you wise men, 

And listen to me, you who know. 

3 “For the ear tests words 

As the palate tastes food. 

4 “Let us choose for ourselves what is right; 

Let us know among ourselves what is good. 

5 “For Job has said, ‘1 am righteous, 

But God has taken away my right; 

6 Should | lie concerning my right? 

My wound ts incurable, though | am without transgression.’ 
7 “What man is like Job, 

Who drinks up derision like water, 

8 Who goes in company with the workers of iniquity, 
And walks with wicked men? 

9 “For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing 

When he is pleased with God.’ 


10 “Therefore, listen to me, you men of understanding. 
Far be it from God to do wickedness, 

And from the Almighty to do wrong. 

11 “For He pays a man according to his work, 

And makes him find it according to his way. 

12 “Surely, God will not act wickedly, 

And the Almighty will not pervert justice. 

13 “Who gave Him authority over the earth? 

And who has laid on Him the whole world? 

14 “If He should determine to do so, 

If He should gather to Himself His spirit and His breath, 
15 All flesh would perish together, 

And man would return to dust.” (Job 34:1-15 NASB) 


Elinu then also contends that God is also all seeing and His ways should never be 
questioned: 

“For His eyes are upon the ways of a man, 

And He sees all his steps. 

22 “There is no darkness or deep shadow 

Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 

23 “For He does not need to consider a man further, 

That he should go before God in judgment. 

24 “He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry, 

And sets others in their place. 

25 “Therefore He knows their works, 

And He overthrows them in the night, 

And they are crushed. 

26 “He strikes them like the wicked 

In a public place, 

27 Because they turned aside from following Him, 

And had no regard for any of His ways; 

28 So that they caused the cry of the poor to come to Him, 
And that He might hear the cry of the afflicted— 


29 When He keeps quiet, who then can condemn? 
And when He hides His face, who then can behold Him, 
That is, in regard to both nation and man?— 

30 So that godless men would not rule 

Nor be snares of the people. 


31 “For has anyone said to God, 

‘1 have borne chastisement; 

/ will not offend anymore; 

32 Teach me what | do not see; 

If | have done iniquity, 

/ will not do it again’? 

33 “Shall He recompense on your terms, because you have rejected it? 
For you must choose, and not I; 

Therefore declare what you know. 

34 “Men of understanding will say to me, 

And a wise man who hears me, 

35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge, 

And his words are without wisdom. 

36 ‘Job ought to be tried to the limit, 

Because he answers like wicked men. 

37 ‘For he adds rebellion to his sin; 

He claps his hands among us, 

And multiplies his words against God.’” (Job 34:21-37 NASB) 


Elihu then criticizes Job and states that Job is prideful and self righteous, and would 
presume to judge God: 
“Then Elihu continued and said, 


2 “Do you think this is according to justice? 

Do you say, ‘My righteousness is more than God’s’? 

3 “For you say, ‘What advantage will it be to You? 

What profit will | have, more than if | had sinned?’ 

4 “I will answer you, 

And your friends with you. 

5 “Look at the heavens and see; 

And behold the clouds—they are higher than you. 

6 “If you have sinned, what do you accomplish against Him? 
And if your transgressions are many, what do you do to Him? 
7 “If you are righteous, what do you give to Him, 

Or what does He receive from your hand? 

8 “Your wickedness is for a man like yourself, 

And your righteousness is for a son of man. 


9 “Because of the multitude of oppressions they cry out; 
They cry for help because of the arm of the mighty. 

10 “But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, 

Who gives songs in the night, 

11 Who teaches us more than the beasts of the earth 
And makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens?’ 


12 “There they cry out, but He does not answer 
Because of the pride of evil men.” (Job 35:1-12 NASB) 


Elihu further describes God’s dealing with mankind, stating that God can do no 
wrong- His justice and judgment are perfect: 
“Then Elihu continued and said, 


2 “Wait for me a little, and | will show you 

That there is yet more to be said in God’s behalf. 

3 “I will fetch my knowledge from afar, 

And | will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. 

4 “For truly my words are not false; 

One who is perfect in knowledge is with you. 

5 “Behold, God is mighty but does not despise any; 

He is mighty in strength of understanding. 

6 “He does not keep the wicked alive, 

But gives justice to the afflicted. 

7 “He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous; 
But with kings on the throne 

He has seated them forever, and they are exalted. 

8 “And if they are bound in fetters, 

And are caught in the cords of affliction, 

9 Then He declares to them their work 

And their transgressions, that they have magnified themselves. 
10 “He opens their ear to instruction, 

And commands that they return from evil. 

11 “If they hear and serve Him, 

They will end their days in prosperity 

And their years in pleasures. 

12 “But if they do not hear, they shall perish by the sword 
And they will die without knowledge. 

13 “But the godless in heart lay up anger; 

They do not cry for help when He binds them. 

14 “They die in youth, 

And their life perishes among the cult prostitutes. 

15 “He delivers the afflicted in their affliction, 

And opens their ear in time of oppression. 

16 “Then indeed, He enticed you from the mouth of distress, 
Instead of it, a broad place with no constraint; 

And that which was set on your table was full of fatness. 


17 “But you were full of judgment on the wicked; 
Judgment and justice take hold of you. 

18 “Beware that wrath does not entice you to scoffing; 
And do not let the greatness of the ransom turn you aside. 
19 “Will your riches keep you from distress, 

Or all the forces of your strength? 

20 “Do not long for the night, 

When people vanish in their place. 

21 “Be careful, do not turn to evil, 


For you have preferred this to affliction. 

22 “Behold, God is exalted in His power; 

Who is a teacher like Him? 

23 “Who has appointed Him His way, 

And who has said, ‘You have done wrong’?” (Job 36:1-23 NASB) 


Elinu then describes the power, majesty and supremacy of the Creator God- who 
does not regard the “wise of heart”: 


“Listen to this, O Job, 

Stand and consider the wonders of God. 

15 “Do you know how God establishes them, 

And makes the lightning of His cloud to shine? 

16 “Do you know about the layers of the thick clouds, 
The wonders of one perfect in knowledge, 

17 You whose garments are hot, 

When the land is still because of the south wind? 

18 “Can you, with Him, spread out the skies, 

Strong as a molten mirror? 

19 “Teach us what we shall say to Him; 

We cannot arrange our case because of darkness. 

20 “Shall it be told Him that | would speak? 

Or should a man say that he would be swallowed up? 


21 “Now men do not see the light which is bright in the skies; 

But the wind has passed and cleared them. 

22 “Out of the north comes golden splendor; 

Around God is awesome majesty. 

23 “The Almighty—we cannot find Him; 

He is exalted in power 

And He will not do violence to justice and abundant righteousness. 
24 “Therefore men fear Him; 

He does not regard any who are wise of heart.” (Job 37:14-24 NASB) 


The entire book of Job is an exploration of the limits of man’s understanding of the 
nature and justice of God. As is stated in the summary in the Bible Project 


(https://thebibleproject.com/explore/job/ ): 


“Throughout the book, Job, his wife, and his friends speculate on why he, an upright 
man, suffers. Job accuses God of being unjust and not operating the world according 
to principles of justice, and his friends believe that Job's sin caused his suffering. Job 
decides to talk directly to God. 


God reminds him that the world has order and beauty but is also wild and 
dangerous. While we do not always know why we suffer, we can bring our pain and 
grief to God and trust that He is wise and knows what He's doing.” 


The bible studies webpage (https://www.bible-studys.org/Bible%20Books/Job/Book 
%200f%20Job.html)also offers an explanation of the meaning of the drama in the 


book of Job: 


“In a matter of probably hours, Job had lost everything that was important to him 
except his wife and his own life. But he held fast to his integrity, determined to 
unravel the mystery of why he, a man who had done his utmost to live an upright 
life, was being treated by God as the chief of sinners. If he was a sinner deserving 
divine punishment, he demanded his friends tell him what he had done, which they 
could not. He also asked the same of God, and received more silence in response. 


The Bible is unique because the reader knows, at least in part, what the main 
character would have loved to know: Job suffered because Satan accused him of a 
self-serving devotion to God, claiming that Job was not really righteous but was 
simply currying God’s favor. God used the accusation as an opportunity to prove 
Satan wrong, and all the hurtful events in Job’s life unfolded from there. 


. So Job’s friends could be excused from assuming Job guilty 
of a secret sin, secret and serious, given the level of calamity that befell him. But 
the Bible adds more ingredients to the recipe for suffering, all of which are found in 
this book. 


To begin with, righteous people like Job do sometimes suffer. Righteous does not 
mean totally sinlessness, but living upright in God’s sight. 


Second, a third party operates between God and man, with God’s permission. In Job, 
we see Satan’s primary method of spiritual warfare: attempting to discredit God in 


man’s sight. Satan cannot harm God, but he can attempt to influence how man 

perceives God, whether as unjust, unfair, or unloving. Satan causes Job to suffer 
unjustly in an attempt to get Job to attack God. He also accuses Job of being self- 
serving, trying to make God look unjust in the eyes of the heavenly hosts for not 
punishing a sinner like Job 


Job suffered so he might have a deeper and more accurate knowledge of God. This 
happened without him even knowing about the precipitating conversation between 
Satan and God.” 


Some scholars have looked at Job as a type of Christ, and stated that the 
description of Job’s suffering mirrors the suffering of the Lord on the cross 


(https://scottlapierre.org/ways-job-type-of-christ/) 


The issue of suffering and natural evil is also treated in a concise way in the 
interview with Lee Strobel in the aftermath of the Aurora Colorado theater mass 


shooting: https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2012/07/why-does-god-allow-tragedy- 
and-suffering/) 


June 24, 2019 Job 38-40 


Then God answers- “out of a whirlwind”- and His answers are a Series of questions 
and challenges to Job: 


Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 


3 “Now gird up your loins like a man, 

And | will ask you, and you instruct Me! 

4 “Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding, 

5 Who set its measurements? Since you know. 

Or who stretched the line on it? 

6 “On what were its bases sunk? 

Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 When the morning stars sang together 

And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 


8 “Or who enclosed the sea with doors 

When, bursting forth, it went out from the womb; 

9 When | made a cloud its garment 

And thick darkness its swaddling band, 

10 And | placed boundaries on it 

And set a bolt and doors, 

11 And | said, ‘Thus far you shall come, but no farther; 

And here shall your proud waves stop’?” (Job 38:1-11 NASB) 


God alludes to His mighty creative power and His orderliness in the universe itself: 
“Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, 

Or loose the cords of Orion? 

32 “Can you lead forth a constellation in its season, 

And guide the Bear with her satellites? 

33 “Do you know the ordinances of the heavens, 

Or fix their rule over the earth? 


34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 

So that an abundance of water will cover you? 

35 “Can you send forth lightnings that they may go 
And say to you, ‘Here we are’? 


36 “Who has put wisdom in the innermost being 
Or given understanding to the mind? 

37 “Who can count the clouds by wisdom, 

Or tip the water jars of the heavens, 

38 When the dust hardens into a mass 

And the clods stick together? 


39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 

Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 

40 When they crouch in their dens 

And lie in wait in their lair? 

41 “Who prepares for the raven its nourishment 

When its young cry to God 

And wander about without food?” (Job 38:31-41 NASB) 


God further challenges Job and alludes to His infinite power and creativity: 
“Do you give the horse his might? 

Do you clothe his neck with a mane? 

20 “Do you make him leap like the locust? 

His majestic snorting is terrible. 

21 “He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his strength; 
He goes out to meet the weapons. 

22 “He laughs at fear and is not dismayed; 

And he does not turn back from the sword. 

23 “The quiver rattles against him, 

The flashing spear and javelin. 

24 “With shaking and rage he races over the ground, 
And he does not stand still at the voice of the trumpet. 
25 “As often as the trumpet sounds he says, ‘Aha!’ 
And he scents the battle from afar, 

And the thunder of the captains and the war cry. 


26 “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars, 
Stretching his wings toward the south? 

27 “Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up 

And makes his nest on high? 

28 “On the cliff he dwells and lodges, 

Upon the rocky crag, an inaccessible place. 

29 “From there he spies out food; 

His eyes see it from afar. 

30 “His young ones also suck up blood; 

And where the slain are, there is he.” (Job 39:19-30 NASB) 


God challenges Job to answer, and Job sit in shocked silence, with his hand over his 
mouth...how could Job possible answer these probing and sweeping questions? He 
realizes his insignificance in the presence of the God of the Universe: 

“1 Then the Lord said to Job, 


[et him who reproves God answer it 


3 Then Job answered the Lord and said, 


5 “Once | have spoken, and | will not answer; 
Even twice, and | will add nothing more.”(Job 40:1-5 NASB) 


God then answers again “out of a storm” and chlallenges Job: 
“Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm and said, 


10 “Adorn yourself with eminence and dignity, 

And clothe yourself with honor and majesty. 

11 “Pour out the overflowings of your anger, 

And look on everyone who is proud, and make him low. 
12 “Look on everyone who is proud, and humble him, 
And tread down the wicked where they stand. 


13 “Hide them in the dust together; 
Bind them in the hidden place. 


14 
(Job 40:6-14 NASB) 


God is asserting an important theological truth- only God can save because only He 
is righteous and without sin! 


God then points to the “behemoth”, which he created as well as creating Job: 
“Behold now, Behemoth, which | made as well as you; 
He eats grass like an ox. 

16 “Behold now, his strength in his loins 

And his power in the muscles of his belly. 

17 “He bends his tail like a cedar; 

The sinews of his thighs are knit together. 

18 “His bones are tubes of bronze; 

His limbs are like bars of iron. 

19 “He is the first of the ways of God; 

Let his maker bring near his sword. 

20 “Surely the mountains bring him food, 

And all the beasts of the field play there. 

21 “Under the lotus plants he lies down, 

In the covert of the reeds and the marsh. 

22 “The lotus plants cover him with shade; 

The willows of the brook surround him. 

23 “If a river rages, he is not alarmed; 


He is confident, though the Jordan rushes to his mouth. 
24 “Can anyone capture him when he is on watch, 
With barbs can anyone pierce his nose?” (Job 40:15-24 NASB) 


The Behemoth and Leviathan have been explored theologically from a number of 
points of view. One insight is that these mighty beasts clearly illustrate the limits of 
finite humans, and point to the superior mind and creativeity of God. Please see 
(https://www.ligonier.org/learn/series/the-book-of-job/job-satan-god/?) Please see 
also (http://reformedanswers.org/answer.asp/file/39993) in which we find this 
statement: 

“The Bible does not indicate that the behemoth was evil (or that God created evil), 
but only that it was very powerful. In fact, its power is the point of the passage. 
Whatever the behemoth was, it was so powerful that only God dared approach it 
with a sword (i.e. to hunt it, or to threaten it with violence [Job. 40:19]). The 
implication is that it could have destroyed any mere mortal who tried to do it 
violence. 


In the context of the book of Job, the passage is intended to show Job his own limits 
and weaknesses. Whereas God can do as he wills even with the behemoth, Job 
cannot, nor can any other man. Job is nowhere near being God's equal, and thus 
should not presume to question God's actions or motives.” 


In another point of view, the Levaithan and Behemoth point to the stain of original 
sin, which affects even the righteous (but incomplete and imperfect) Job. Please 

see (http://www.tidings.org/wp/comment-gods-deeper-answer-to-job-part-2-gods- 
second-speech/?v=7516fd43adaa 


"Behemoth and Leviathan" by William Blake, from his Illustrations of the Book of Job. Getty 


June 25, 2019 Job 41-42 


There is a textual clue that the Leviathan might well represent the power of original 
sin- the sin that even Job could not harness or control- the sin that God alone could 
deal with effectively. In the last section of chapter 41, which is a description of 
Leviathan, we see these words: 
“His heart is as hard as a stone, 
Even as hard as a lower millstone. 
25 “When he raises himself up, the mighty fear; 
Because of the crashing they are bewildered. 
26 “The sword that reaches him cannot avail, 
Nor the spear, the dart or the javelin. 
27 “He regards iron as straw, 
Bronze as rotten wood. 
28 “The arrow cannot make him flee; 
Slingstones are turned into stubble for him. 
29 “Clubs are regarded as stubble; 
He laughs at the rattling of the javelin. 
30 “His underparts are like sharp potsherds; 
He spreads out like a threshing sledge on the mire. 
31 “He makes the depths boil like a pot; 
He makes the sea like a jar of ointment. 
32 “Behind him he makes a wake to shine; 
One would think the deep to be gray-haired. 
33 “Nothing on earth is like him, 
One made without fear. 
34 
(Job 41:24-34 NASB) 


God is not “punishing” Job because of original sin, He is simply instructing Job as to 
the persistence and power of sin- a lesson that is magnified because of the depth of 
Job’s focus on the relationship that Job has with God. Righteousness is a complex 
matter, and sin cannot be forgiven (or conquered) except by God. Later in history, 
God will appear as the Redeemet that Job beautifully and powerfully states that he 
believes “lives” (Job 19:25) 


Overwhelmed and astonished, Job repents and confesses his own inadequacy to 
God: 
“Then Job answered the Lord and said, 


2 “| know that You can do all things, 
And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted. 
3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ 
Therefore | have declared that which | did not understand, 
Things too wonderful for me, which | did not know.” 
4 ‘Hear, now, and | will speak; 
/ will ask You, and You instruct me.’ 
5 “| have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; 
But now my eye sees You; 
6 
.” Job 42:1-6 NASB) 


God deals with Job’s “friends”, telling them they had not spoken the truth- that 
which is “right”, and that they-not Job- should make sacrifices and turn from their 
sins: 

“It came about after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, that the Lord said to 
Eliphaz the Temanite, 


.8 
Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and go to My 
servant Job, and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will 
pray for you. For | will accept him so that | may not do with you according to your 
folly, because you have not spoken of Me what Is right, as My servant Job has.” 9 So 
Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and 
did as the Lord told them; .” Job 42:7-9 NASB) 


God, who delights in giving His children gifts, restored Job and increased his wealth 
and restored his good name: 

“The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the Lord 
increased all that Job had twofold. 11 Then all his brothers and all his sisters and all 
who had known him before came to him, and they ate bread with him in his house; 
and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversities that the Lord had 
brought on him. And each one gave him one piece (Hebrew quesitah) of money, and 
each a ring of gold. 12 The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his 
beginning; and he had 14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels and 1,000 yoke of oxen and 
1,000 female donkeys. 13 He had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named 
the first Jemimah, and the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15 In all the 
land no women were found so fair as Job’s daughters; and their father gave them 
inheritance among their brothers. 16 After this, Job lived 140 years, and saw his 
sons and his grandsons, four generations. 17 And Job died, an old man and full of 
days.” (Job 42:10-17 NASB) 


The “questitah” or kesitah was a unit of money, perhaps shaped like a lamb- thus it 


was a “piece” of money (https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/kesitah/) 


Did God owe Job this restitution? | think that in a crude form of “justice” one might 
argue that God did indeed “owe” restoration to Job. This restoration is so complete 
and so generous that it must be a reflection of God’s own heart- the heart that 
loves, forgives, and delights in giving good gifts. Jesus taught this clearly: 

“..What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 
Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? So if you who are evil know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”... (Luke 11:11-13 Berean Study Bible. 


June 26, 2019 Psalm 1-9 


The psalms were a part of worship...the “songs” of worship touch us in ways that 
the printed and read (or heard) word cannot. One pastor went to the trouble to 
create a web page so that contemporary Christians could “sing the Psalms” in the 
wonderful Seed Bed webpage (http://psalms.seedbed.com/). The psalms are 
paraphrased and the meters are arranged to fit current hymns and worship songs of 
the church. 


The beautiful poetry of the Psalms stands alone- even without musical settings- the 
majestic poetry is worthy of meditation, prayer and study! My favorites are many, 
in addition to the well recited 23 Psalm attributed to King David (as are many of 
the Psalms). 


Psalm 1 puts “first things first”. Its imagery of a tree planted near the water brings 
to mind my travels in the American west, where trees only appear near bodies of 
water. 


Psalm 1 compares the life of the righteous man with that of the sinners and scoffers 
of God’s Law: 

“He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 

Which yields its fruit in its season 

And its leaf does not wither; 

And in whatever he does, he prospers.” (Psalm 1:3 NASB) 


The wicked, by contrast, are not favored by God: 

“The wicked are not so, 

But they are like chaff which the wind drives away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

But the way of the wicked will perish.” (Psalm 1:4-6 NASB). 


Even if the wicked appear to prosper “for a while” their eternal destiny is separation 
from the loving and life restoring God of the universe forever! 


“Why do the heathen rage?” This was the title of a friend’s mother’s column in the 
daily local paper. The theme of Psalm 2 has been incorporated into Handel’s 
masterpiece The Messiah (please see https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
V=3IFJHGGErcQ), along with the previous section from Job “Il Know My Redeemer 
Lives” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_Part_lll). 


God laughs from heaven, knowing the He alone is empowered to utter the last word, 
and that he has already placed His king on the earth: 

“Why are the nations in an uproar 

And the peoples devising a vain thing? 

2 The kings of the earth take their stand 

And the rulers take counsel together 

Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 

3 “Let us tear their fetters apart 

And cast away their cords from us!” 


4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, 

The Lord scoffs at them. 

5 Then He will speak to them in His anger 

And terrify them in His fury, saying, 

6 “But as for Me, | have installed My King 

Upon Zion, My holy mountain.” (Psalm 2:1-6 NASB) 


David’s contention with his son (and rival) Absalom are reflected in the beautiful 
and wrenching poetry of Psalm 3. We can feel David’s anguish, while at the same 
time sense David’s strong reliance on the God who delivers: 


“Psalm 3 


(A psalm of David. When he fled from his son Absalom.) 


1 Lord, how many are my foes! 
How many rise up against me! 
2 Many are saying of me, 
“God will not deliver him.” 


3 But you, Lord, are a shield around me, 
my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 
4 | call out to the Lord, 
and he answers me from his holy mountain. 


5 /lie down and sleep; 
| wake again, because the Lord sustains me. 
6 | will not fear though tens of thousands 
assail me on every Side. 


7 Arise, Lord! 
Deliver me, my God! 

Strike all my enemies on the jaw; 
break the teeth of the wicked. 


8 From the Lord comes deliverance. 


May your blessing be on your people.” (Psalm 3:1-8 


NASB) 


The Death of Absalom Getty Images 


Psalm 4 is a poetic description of one crying out for protection, deliverance and 
mercy. David, to whom this Psalm is attributed, certainly lived through many such 
times as these. The answer that David discovers is that the Lord is his strength and 
will deliver: 
“Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” 

Let the light of your face shine on us. 
7 Fill my heart with joy 

when their grain and new wine abound. 


8 In peace | will lie down and sleep, 
for you alone, Lord, 
make me dwell in safety.” (Psalm 4:6-8 NASB) 


In Psalm 5 David poignantly asks the Lord if He is listening...he cries out “Hear me!” 
and then, once the Lord has listened “bless me!”. This simple (not simple minded) 
faith is commended to us by Jesus (Matthew 18:2-4): 


3 In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; 
in the morning | lay my requests before you 
and wait expectantly. 
4 For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness; 
with you, evil people are not welcome. 
5 The arrogant cannot stand 
in your presence. 
You hate all who do wrong; 
6 you destroy those who tell lies. 
The bloodthirsty and deceitful 
you, Lord, detest. 
7 But I, by your great love, 
can come into your house; 
in reverence | bow down 
toward your holy temple. 


9 Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; 
their heart is filled with malice. 

Their throat is an open grave; 
with their tongues they tell lies. 

10 Declare them guilty, O God! 
Let their intrigues be their downfall. 

Banish them for their many sins, 
for they have rebelled against you. 

11 But let all who take refuge in you be glad; 
let them ever sing for joy. 

Spread your protection over them, 

that those who love your name may rejoice in you. 


12 Surely, Lord, you bless the righteous; 


you surround them with your favor as with a shield.” (Psalm 5:1-12 NASB) 


Again David cries out to the Lord “forgive me and have mercy on me”. David knew 
the depths os despair that this world could inflict, and he as we struggled with sin 
and disobedience: 


4 Turn, Lord, and deliver me; 
save me because of your unfailing love. 

5 Among the dead no one proclaims your name. 
Who praises you from the grave? 


| 


8 Away from me, all you who do evil, 
for the Lord has heard my weeping. 
9 The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; 
the Lord accepts my prayer. 
10 All my enemies will be overwhelmed with shame and anguish; 
they will turn back and suddenly be put to shame.” (Psalm 6:1-10 NASB) 


Psalm 7, attributed to David, is suggested by the translator to be a psalm/song 
composed as or after David dealt with one of his many enemies- in this case Cush, a 
Benjaminite. The commentary 
(https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/treasury-of-david/psalms-7-1.html) 
suggests that Cush accused David of treason to (then) King Saul. David is confident 
that the evil in this false accusation will create a “pit” that this accuser will fall in! 


“Whoever is pregnant with evil 
conceives trouble and gives birth to disillusionment. 


5 


17 / will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness; 
/ will sing the praises of the name of the Lord Most High.” (Psalm 7:14-17 NASB) 


Psalm 8 is pure praise. It gives a beautiful picture of man’s relationship to his 
Creator God, and rejoices in the magnificence of God. Pure worship should always 
include praise...for this is pleasing to God! 


2 Through the praise of children and infants 
you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When | consider your heavens, 
the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, 


: 


7 all flocks and herds, 
and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 
and the fish in the sea, 
all that swim the paths of the seas. 


9 Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1-9 NASB) 


Psalm 9 beautifully attests to David’s faith and trust in God. Even though David is 
oppressed, harassed, and opposed by his enemies, the Lord is David’s protector, 
refuge and strength. David praises God for this comforting reality: 

“His faithfulness and protection: 

The Lord reigns forever; 

he has established his throne for judgment. 

8 He rules the world in righteousness 
and judges the peoples with equity. 


10 Those who know your name trust in you, 
for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.” (Psalm 9:7-10 NASB) 


June 27, 2019 Psalm 10-17 


The Psalmist asks an important question of God- “Why don’t you punish the 
wicked?”, and in an emotional passage, “break their arms”. The Psalmist knows 
that God is good and sees the ways of the wicked, but longs for “justice now”. 
God’s ways, as they are so many times, not our ways and out=r timing is leass than 
God’s perfect timing: 

“Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? 

Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble? 


3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, 

And the greedy man curses and spurns the Lord. 

4 The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. 
All his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 


5 His ways prosper at all times; 


6 He says to himself, “I will not be moved; 

Throughout all generations | will not be in adversity.” 

7 His mouth ts full of curses and deceit and oppression; 
Under his tongue is mischief and wickedness. 


8 He sits in the lurking places of the villages; 

In the hiding places he kills the innocent; 

His eyes stealthily watch for the unfortunate. 

9 He Iurks in a hiding place as a lion in his lair; 

He lurks to catch the afflicted; 

He catches the afflicted when he draws him into his net. 
10 He crouches, he bows down, 

And the unfortunate fall by his mighty ones. 

11 He says to himself, “God has forgotten; 

He has hidden His face; He will never see it.” 


12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up Your hand. 

Do not forget the afflicted. 

13 Why has the wicked spurned God? 

He has said to himself, “You will not require it.” 
14 


The unfortunate commits himself to You; 
You have been the helper of the orphan. 
15 


Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer, 
Seek out his wickedness until You find none.” (Psalm 10:1-15 NASB) 


In Psam 11, David asserts confidently that the Lord is his Refuge. Da=vid has 
learned this by trusting God and seeing His deliverance and protection as David fled 
from the angry and vindictive Saul and Saul’s men. The popular praise song states: 
“The Name of the Lord is a strong Tower, the righteous run into it, and they are 
saved” (paraphrase of Proverbs 18:10). Please see 

(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=A9jfORNfUFC and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4R2AuVYqgZsq). 


God is our Refuge: 

“In the Lord | take refuge; 

How can you say to my soul, “Flee as a bird to your mountain; 
2 For, behold, the wicked bend the bow, 

They make ready their arrow upon the string 

To shoot in darkness at the upright in heart. 

3 If the foundations are destroyed, 

What can the righteous do?” 


4 The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven; 

His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. 

5 The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, 

And the one who loves violence His soul hates. 

6 Upon the wicked He will rain snares; 

Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup. 
7 For the Lord is righteous, He loves righteousness; 

The upright will behold His face.” (Psalm 11:1-7 NASB) 


How often are our words impure, flattering, or self-seeking? Far too many times we 
speak half truth, or “convenient” truths, but God speaks only the truth- to our 


benefit is we choose to listen. The Psalmist describes God’s words in contrast to 
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7 You, O Lord, will keep them; 
You will preserve him from this generation forever. 


if 


(Psalm 12:6-8 NASB) 


Some of the purest and most heartfelt Psalms attributed to David are cries for help. 
Psalm 13 is no exception: 


2 How long shall | take counsel in my soul, 
Having sorrow in my heart all the day? 
How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 


3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; 
Enlighten my eyes, or! will sleep the sleep of death, 
4 And my enemy will say, “| have overcome him,” 
And my adversaries will rejoice when | am shaken. 


5 But | have trusted in Your lovingkindness; 


Br ge mn mee esin 13:1-6 NASB) 


As the Psalmist states in verse 1- we often wonder “How long”...how long will we 
suffer in misery or aloneness or poverty or ill health? Has God forgotten us? And 
yet we find our way back to our faithful, loving God, as David did, and rejoice in His 
salvation and bountiful mercy! 


An almost perfect example of “proof texting” is the statement that the Bible 
teaches that there is “no God”. One must wrench the words out of Psalm 14 to 
make this statement. It is easily seen in context that this statement is the 
statement of a fool! The allusion to Zion has been widely interpreted and 
misinterpreted to be a Jewish “super state” in which only God’s covenenat people 
will be blessed and will have dominion over all the peoples of the earth. This 
philosoiphy has generated an amazig amount of anti-Semistism and anti-Zionist 
fervor. 


Wikipedia explores the meaning and history of “Zion” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zion). In the Wikipedia article we find this statement: 
“The term "Zionism", coined by Austrian Nathan Birnbaum, was derived from the 
German rendering of Tzion in his journal Se/bstemanzipation (Self Emancipation) in 
1890.22! Zionism as a political movement started in 1897 and supported a “national 
home", and later a state, for the Jewish people in Palestine. The Zionist movement 
declared the re-establishment of its State of Israel in 1948, following the United 
Nations Partition Plan for Palestine. Since then and with varying ideologies, Zionists 
have focused on developing and protecting this state.” 


The history of the Zionist movement is documented by several sources (please see 
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-east/zionism). The sad history of 
antisemitism is documented in the Jewish Virtual Library 


(https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/anti-semitism). 


Here in this Psalm, it is clear that the Psalmist is referring to the nation of Israel or 
perhaps Jerusalem in the word “Zion” (verse 7): 

“The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; 

There is no one who does good. 

2 The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men 

To see if there are any who understand, 

Who seek after God. 

3 They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; 

There is no one who does good, not even one. 


4 Do all the workers of wickedness not know, 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

And do not call upon the Lord? 

5 There they are in great dread, 

For God is with the righteous generation. 

6 You would put to shame the counsel of the afflicted, 
But the Lord is his refuge. 


7 
When the Lord restores His captive people, 
Jacob will rejoice, Israel will be glad.” (Psalm 14:1-7 NASB) 


In Psalm 15, David explores the thought of the worthiness of anyone to be in the 
presence of God. Who is indeed worthy? 


4 In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, 

But who honors those who fear the Lord; 

He swears to his own hurt and does not change; 

5 He does not put out his money at interest, 

Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things will never be shaken.” (Psalm 15:1-5 NASB) 


Psalm 16 is described by the translators as a “mikhtam”, which is defines as an 
“Epigrammatic Poem or Atonement Psalm”. An “epigram” as defined by Webster’s 
Online Dictionary is “a concise poem dealing pointedly and often satirically with a 
single thought or event and often ending with an ingenious turn of thought.” 


The theme of Psalm 16 is the discovery and delight of th Psalmist- David_ in the 
provision and lasting pleasure and joy which comes only from the Lord God. The 
Psalm reads: 

“Preserve me, O God, for | take refuge in You. 

2 1 said to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 

| have no good besides You.” 

3 As for the saints who are in the earth, 

They are the majestic ones in whom is all my delight. 

4 The sorrows of those who have bartered for another god will be multiplied; 

/ shall not pour out their drink offerings of blood, 

Nor will | take their names upon my lips. 


5 The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; 
You support my lot. 

6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; 
Indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me. 


7 | will bless the Lord who has counseled me; 
Indeed, my mind instructs me in the night. 

8 | have set the Lord continually before me; 
Because He is at my right hand, | will not be shaken. 
9 Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; 
My flesh also will dwell securely. 

10 For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 
11 You will make known to me the path of life; 

In Your presence is fullness of joy; 

In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” (Psalm 16:1-11 NASB) 


Verse 10 is interpreted by many Bible scholars of being a prophetic description of 
Jesus, who was in the tomb only three days. The very helpful Bible Study Tools 
website (https://www. biblestudytools.com/commentaries/treasury-of-david/psalms- 
16-10.html) makes this observation about Psalm 16:10: 

“Our Lord Jesus was not disappointed in his hope. He declared his Father's 
faithfulness in the words, thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, and that faithfulness 
was proven on the resurrection morning. Among the departed and disembodied 
Jesus was not left; he had believed in the resurrection, and he received it on the 
third day, when his body rose in glorious life, according as he had said in joyous 
confidence, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Into the outer 
prison of the grave his body might go, but into the inner prison of corruption he 
could not enter. He who in soul and body was preeminently God's "Holy One," was 
loosed from the pains of death, because it was not possible that he should be 
holden of it. This is noble encouragement to all the saints; die they must, but rise 
they shall, and though in their case they shall see corruption, yet they shall rise to 
everlasting life. Christ's resurrection is the cause, the earnest, the guarantee, and 
the emblem of the rising of all his people. Let them, therefore, go to their graves as 
to their beds, resting their flesh among the clods as they now do upon their 
couches. 


"Since Jesus is mine, | will not fear undressing, 


But gladly put off these garments of clay; To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing, 
Since Jesus to glory through death led the way." 

Wretched will that man be who, when the Philistines of death invade his soul, shall 
find that, like Saul, he is forsaken of God; but blessed is he who has the Lord at his 
right hand, for he shall fear no ill, but shall look forward to an eternity of bliss.” 


David fully understood the need of God’s protection. Here in Psalm 17 David calls on 
the Lord to overcome and defeat the enemy that seeks him so relentlessly. David 
knows that only God can accomplish this: 

“Arise, O Lord, confront him, bring him low; 

Deliver my soul from the wicked with Your sword, 

14 From men with Your hand, O Lord, 

From men of the world, whose portion is in this life, 

And whose belly You fill with Your treasure; 

They are satisfied with children, 

And leave their abundance to their babes. 


15 As for me, | shall behold Your face in righteousness; 
i will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake.” (Psalm 17:13-15 NASB) 


June 28, 2019 Psalm 18-22 


Psalm 18 is a lone poem of confidence- confidence in the protective might of the 
Lord and confidence in victory over the enemies of the Lord. From the title of the 
Psalm we see that the enemy in question ws Saul. David closes his 
Psalm/song/poem with these words: 


And exalted be the God of my salvation, 
47 The God who executes vengeance for me, 
And subdues peoples under me. 


Surely You lift me above those who rise up against me; 

You rescue me from the violent man. 

49 Therefore | will give thanks to You among the nations, O Lord, 
And | will sing praises to Your name. 

50 


(Psalm 18:46-50 NASB) 


Matthew Henry’s commentary alludes to the “psalm” in 2 Samuel 2, a partial 
history of David’s life and reign: 

“This psalm we met with before, in the history of David’s life, 2 Samuel 2 That was 
the first edition of it; here we have it revived, altered a little, and fitted for the 
service of the church. It is David’s thanksgiving for the many deliverances God had 
wrought for him; these he desired always to preserve fresh in his own memory and 
to diffuse and entail the knowledge of them. It is an admirable composition. The 
poetry is very fine, the images are bold, the expressions lofty, and every word is 
proper and significant; but the piety far exceeds the poetry. Holy faith, and love, 
and joy, and praise, and hope, are here lively, active, and upon the wing. |. He 
triumphs in God (v. 1-3). Il. He magnifies the deliverances God had wrought for him 
(v. 4-19). Ill. He takes the comfort of his integrity, which God had thereby cleared up 


(v. 20-28). IV. He gives to God the glory of all his achievements (v. 29-42). V. He 
encourages himself with the expectation of what God would further do for him and 
his (v. 43-50).To the chief musician, A psalm of David, the servant of the LORD, who 
spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD delivered him 
from the hand of all his enemies.” ( 


https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/psalms/ 
18.html). 


The Enduring Word commentary adds these notes: 

“This is a long Psalm; there are only three Psalms longer in the entire collection (78, 
89, and 119). Its length is well suited to its theme, as described in the title. The title 
itself is long, with only one longer in the Psalter (Psalm 60): To the Chief Musician. A 
Psalm of David the servant of the LORD, who spoke to the LORD the words of this 
song on the day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all of his enemies and 


from the hand of Saul.” (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-18/). 


Psalm 19 has two themes: 1) the glory of creation, which reflects and displays the 
glory and artistry of the Creator; 2) the magnificence of the Law, by which God 
reveals His guidelines, rules and commands for righteous living. The first section 
(verses 1-6) was the inspiration for my personal Sunrise ministry, in which | 
photograph sunrises (and some sunsets) and send them out each workday to a 
group of believers with Scriptural themes such as “justice”; “mercy” “prayer. 
“praise”, etc. The key word/theme is traced through the entire Bible with the help 
of the invaluable Bible Gateway key word search function. The Psalmist decleares: 
“The heavens are telling of the glory of God; 

And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 

2 Day to day pours forth speech, 

And night to night reveals knowledge. 

3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 

Their voice is not heard. 

4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, 

And their utterances to the end of the world. 

In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 

5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; 

It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 

6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, 

And its circuit to the other end of them; 

And there is nothing hidden from its heat.” (Psalm 19:1-6 NASB) 


The second theme of Psalm 19 is the magnificence of God’s Law. The Shema 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9) declares to God’s people “Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, 
the LORD is one. And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which | command thee this 
day, shall be upon thy heart;and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.And thou shalt bind them 
for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for frontlets between thine eyes. And 
thou shalt write them upon the door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates.” (KJV) 
This prayer is part of the daily prayer life of devout Jews 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shema_Yisrael). 


The Psalmist echoes these words:, illustrating the guidance, correction, and 
righteousness described in the Law: 


9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; 

The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. 
10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; 

In keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults. 

13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; 

Let them not rule over me; 

Then | will be blameless, 

And | shall be acquitted of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
Be acceptable in Your sight, 

O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:7-14 NASB) 


In the nine verses of Psalm 20 we see a tribute and confidence in the power of God 
for victory over the enemies of God and His people: 

“May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble! 

May the name of the God of Jacob set you securely on high! 

2 May He send you help from the sanctuary 

And support you from Zion! 

3 May He remember all your meal offerings 

And find your burnt offering acceptable! Selah. 


4 May He grant you your heart’s desire 
And fulfill all your counsel! 
5 We will sing for joy over your victory, 


And in the name of our God we will set up our banners. 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions. 


8 They have bowed down and fallen, 

But we have risen and stood upright. 

9 Save, O Lord; 

May the King answer us in the day we call.” (Psalm 20:1-9 NASB) 


Psalm 21 is a Psalm of David, and a praise to God for His deliverance. We can 
almost feel the joy of the triumph of God’s people as they give praise to God for His 


victory (for the people learn that the battle is the Lord’s (1 Samuel 17:47). The 
Psalmist praises God: 

“O Lord, in Your strength the king will be glad, 

And in Your salvation how greatly he will rejoice! 

2 You have given him his heart’s desire, 

And You have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah. 
3 For You meet him with the blessings of good things; 
You set a crown of fine gold on his head. 

4 He asked life of You, 

You gave it to him, 

Length of days forever and ever. 

5 His glory is great through Your salvation, 

Splendor and majesty You place upon him. 

6 For You make him most blessed forever; 

You make him joyful with gladness in Your presence. 


7 For the king trusts in the Lord, 

And through the lovingkindness of the Most High he will not be shaken. 
8 Your hand will find out all your enemies; 

Your right hand will find out those who hate you. 

9 You will make them as a fiery oven in the time of your anger; 

The Lord will swallow them up in His wrath, 

And fire will devour them. 

10 Their offspring You will destroy from the earth, 

And their descendants from among the sons of men. 

pe! 


(Psalm 21:1-14 3 NASB) 


Psalm 22 has been regareded by scholars and students of the Scripture as a 
prophetic picture or “type” of the suffering of Jesus on the cross. Just as Job was a 
righteous man unjustly pounished, humilated and tormented, our Lord endured the 
cross. Jesus cried out these words (Psam 21:1) from the cross (Matthew 27:46; 
Mark 15:34), and later the Romans cast lots for his garment/clothing (Matthew 
27:35). The Psaln starts with a cry of anguish: 


Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning. 
2 Omy God, | cry by day, but You do not answer; 

And by night, but I have no rest. 

3 Yet You are holy, 

O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

4 In You our fathers trusted; 

They trusted and You delivered them. 

5 To You they cried out and were delivered; 

In You they trusted and were not disappointed. 


6 But !amaworm and not a man, 

A reproach of men and despised by the people. 

7 All who see me sneer at me; 

They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying, 
8 “Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him; 
Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.” 


9 Yet You are He who brought me forth from the womb; 
You made me trust when upon my mother’s breasts. 

10 Upon You | was cast from birth; 

You have been my God from my mother’s womb. 


11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near; 
For there is none to help. 

12 Many bulls have surrounded me; 
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me. 
13 They open wide their mouth at me, 

As a ravening and a roaring lion. 

14 1/1 am poured out like water, 

And all my bones are out of joint; 

My heart Is like wax; 

It is melted within me. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
And my tongue cleaves to my jaws; 

And You lay me in the dust of death. 

16 For dogs have surrounded me; 


171 can count all my bones. 
They look, they stare at me; 
18 


(Psalm 22:1-18) 


The cry for deliverance changes to a shout of triumph, as the Psalmist eclares to all 
who will hear the amazing deliverance of the Lord: 

“But You, O Lord, be not far off; 

O You my help, hasten to my assistance. 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 

My only life from the power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the lion’s mouth; 

From the horns of the wild oxen You answer me. 


22 | will tell of Your name to my brethren; 

In the midst of the assembly | will praise You. 

23 You who fear the Lord, praise Him; 

All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, 

And stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israel. 

24 For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; 
Nor has He hidden His face from him; 

But when he cried to Him for help, He heard. 


Those who seek Him will praise the Lord. 
Let your heart live forever! 

27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, 
And all the families of the nations will worship before You. 


29 All the prosperous of the earth will eat and worship, 

All those who go down to the dust will bow before Him, 

Even he who cannot keep his soul alive. 

30 Posterity will serve Him; 

It will be told of the Lord to the coming generation. 

31 They will come and will declare His righteousness 

To a people who will be born, that He has performed it.” (Psalm 22:19-31 NASB) 


Crceinxion'é as Seen From the Cross mee Tissot 1890 
June 29, 2019 Psalm 23-30 


Psalm 23 is perhaps the most beloved, memorized and recited of all the Psalms. 
The NASB version is: 


“The LORD is my shepherd, 

| shall not want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside quiet waters. 

3 He restores my soul; 

He guides me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name’s sake. 

4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
/ fear no evil, for You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

= You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 


My cup overflows. 
® Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, 
And | will dwell in the house of the Lorb forever.” (Psalm 23 NASB) 


From the low - a shepherd- to the highest- a King (verse 8)-t this short Psalm 
captures the memories of David’s boyhood trust in God to the righteous rule of his 
kingdom- a type of the Lord- our ultimate Shepherd King! An especially insightful 
commentary on this Psalm can be found at 


(https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1183) 


Who may ascend? The Psalmist asks...who is worthy to be included in the presence 
of our Creator God? The answer is clear- the one(s) who have “clean hands” and a 
“pure heart”. Not that these ones are perfect- that will have to wait for Heaven- but 
their hearts are focused on Him and they follow God’s Law diligently and even 
joyfully: 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, 

The world, and those who dwell in it. 

2 For He has founded it upon the seas 

And established it upon the rivers. 

3 Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? 

And who may stand in His holy place? 

4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood 

And has not sworn deceitfully. 

5 He shall receive a blessing from the Lord 

And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 


. Selah.” (Psalm 24:1-6 NASB) 


The Psalmist then writes and inspired description of the Glory of the Lord- He who 
must have the gates “lifted” so he can pass. This poetic tribute to the power, 
majesty and Kingship of God was incorporated in Handel’s masterwork- Messiah: 
“Lift up your heads, O gates, 

And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 


8 Who is the King of glory? 


9 Lift up your heads, O gates, 

And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
That the King of glory may come in! 
10 Who ts this King of glory? 


He is the King of glory. Selah.” (Psalm 24: 7-10 NASB) 


The emotional content of the Psalms runs from the joyful worship and ecstatic 
utterance of praise to the prayer of one who is lost, hurt and seeks shelter. The 
Psalmist cries out in Psalm 25 for protection and shelter: 

“Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

For 1am lonely and afflicted. 

17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 

Bring me out of my distresses. 

18 Look upon my affliction and my trouble, 

And forgive all my sins. 

19 Look upon my enemies, for they are many, 

And they hate me with violent hatred. 

20 


21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 
For | wait for You. 

22 Redeem Israel, O God, 

Out of all his troubles.” (Psalm 25:16-22 NASB) 


Psalm 26 is a cry for vindication. The Psalmist asks God to examine his life and 
heart, and declare that the Psalmist is “righteous”. The great temptation for many 
of us- myself included- is to dwell overly much on the differences in our lives and 
that of others who are “less spiritual”, “less devoted” in our judgment. Only God is 
good, and only God is righteous- and we must always be comparing ourselves to His 
Holiness and Rightousness: 

“Vindicate me, O Lord, for | have walked in my integrity, 

And | have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 

Test my mind and my heart. 

3 For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes, 

And | have walked in Your truth. 

41do not sit with deceitful men, 

Nor will 1 go with pretenders. 

5 | hate the assembly of evildoers, 

And | will not sit with the wicked. 

6 | shall wash my hands in innocence, 

And | will go about Your altar, O Lord, 

7 That | may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving 

And declare all Your wonders.” (Psalm 26:1-7 NASB) 


The tmp[tation of self righteousness is real, without negating the reality of evil in 
the world. The Working Preacher 
commentary(https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx? 
commentary_id=2172) was helpful here: 


“A Christian reading of Psalm 26 recognizes the gospel of grace in that word; for 
God’s steadfast love is manifested in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Any hope 
for our personal integrity will find its fulfillment in him.” 


The Psalmist gives praise and thanks to the Lord for His goodness and protection: 


2 When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, 

My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 
3 Though a host encamp against me, 

My heart will not fear; 

Though war arise against me, 

In spite of this | shall be confident. 


4 One thing | have asked from the Lord, that | shall seek: 

That | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
To behold the beauty of the Lord 

And to meditate in His temple. 

5 For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; 
In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; 

He will lift me up on a rock. 


: 


.” (Psalm 27:1-6 NASB) 


The wisdom of “waiting” for God is extolled in the last part of Psalm 27- wise indeed 
is the person who “waits” and does not run ahead of the Lord: 

“Teach me Your way, O Lord, 

And lead me in a level path 

Because of my foes. 

12 Do not deliver me over to the desire of my adversaries, 

For false witnesses have risen against me, 

And such as breathe out violence. 

13 | would have despaired unless | had believed that | would see the goodness of 
the Lord 

In the land of the living. 

14 


Yes, wait for the Lord.” (Psalm 27:11-14 NASB) 


The answered prayer is a glorious experience- even when the “answer” is 
unexpected or not what we had wished or wanted. The accessibility of God in 
prayer is the Christian’s great strehgth and frequently an unused weapon in the 
spiritual warfare we face constantly: 

“To You, O Lord, | call; 

My rock, do not be deaf to me, 

For if You are silent to me, 


/ will become like those who go down to the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my supplications when | cry to You for help, 
When | lift up my hands toward Your holy sanctuary. 

3 Do not drag me away with the wicked 

And with those who work iniquity, 

Who speak peace with their neighbors, 

While evil is in their hearts. 

4 Requite them according to their work and according to the evil of their practices; 
Requite them according to the deeds of their hands; 

Repay them their recompense. 

5 Because they do not regard the works of the Lord 

Nor the deeds of His hands, 

He will tear them down and not build them up. 


8 The Lord is their strength, 

And He is a saving defense to His anointed. 

9 Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; 

Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.” (Psalm 28:1-9 NASB) 


Sometimes the “still, small voice” of the Lord is heard in the thunder and rush of 
waters. | will never forget the firt experience with the mighty waters of Niagara 
Falls. The incredible viume of the sound of the rushing water was overhelming. We 
sometimes forget that God has a “volume contro” and can- and does- speak loudly 
to us. What a blessing to hear the voice of the Lord: 

“Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, 

Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; 

Worship the Lord in holy array. 
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4 The voice of the Lord is powerful, 

The voice of the Lord is majestic. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 

Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

And Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the Lord makes the deer to calve 
And strips the forests bare; 

And in His temple everything says, “Glory!” 


10 The Lord sat as King at the flood; 

Yes, the Lord sits as King forever. 

11 The Lord will give strength to His people; 

The Lord will bless His people with peace.” (Psalm 29:1-11 NASB) 


God’s power is amazingly transformative- He can take a tragedy and turn it for 
good- as he did with Joseph in the Genesis story of Joseph’s journey from slavery to 
rule over Egypt. The Psalmist gives thanks to the God of possibilities, the God who 
is powerful to change, redeem and reclaim: 

“| will extol You, O Lord, for You have lifted me up, 

And have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 

2 O Lord my God, 

| cried to You for help, and You healed me. 

3 O Lord, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

You have kept me alive, that | would not go down to the pit. 

4 Sing praise to the Lord, you His godly ones, 

And give thanks to His holy name. 

5 For His anger is but for a moment, 

His favor is for a lifetime; 


6 Now as for me, | said in my prosperity, 

“| will never be moved.” 

7 O Lord, by Your favor You have made my mountain to stand strong; 
You hid Your face, | was dismayed. 

8 To You, O Lord, | called, 

And to the Lord | made supplication: 

9 “What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit? 

Will the dust praise You? Will it declare Your faithfulness? 


10 “Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me; 
O Lord, be my helper.” 
11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 
You have loosed my sackcloth and girded me with gladness, 
12 That my soul may sing praise to You and not be silent. 
.” (Psalm 30:1-12 NASB) 


The Working Preacher commentary highlights the origin of this Psalm, which was a 
part of dedication of a house of worship: “The origin of this Psalm is unknown, thus 
whether it was originally intended as an individual Psalm or a communal Psalm is 
also unknown. Whatever the original intent, it has functioned as both: celebrating 
the healing of an individual, the dedication of David’s Temple, the dedication of a 
house, or the Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah).” Please see: 


(https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2822). 


June 30, 2019 Psalm 31-35 


The Psalmist- David- is realistic about his suffering. He has become a “reproach”, a 
symbol of what it is to be beaten and broken. Yet he proaises God for His goodness 
and deliverance. 

“Because of all my adversaries, | have become a reproach, 

Especially to my neighbors, 

And an object of dread to my acquaintances; 

Those who see me in the street flee from me. 

12 1am forgotten as a dead man, out of mind; 

/ am like a broken vessel. 

13 For | have heard the slander of many, 

Terror is on every side; 

While they took counsel together against me, 

They schemed to take away my life. 


14 But as for me, | trust in You, O Lord, 


15 My times are in Your hand; 

Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and from those who persecute me. 
16 Make Your face to shine upon Your servant; 

Save me in Your lovingkindness. 

17 Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for! call upon You; 

Let the wicked be put to shame, let them be silent in Sheol. 

18 Let the lying lips be mute, 

Which speak arrogantly against the righteous 

With pride and contempt.” (Psalm 31:11-18 NASB) 


The Psalmist tells others to rely on the Lord- He alone will save the faithful: 
“O love the Lord, all you His godly ones! 

The Lord preserves the faithful 

And fully recompenses the proud doer. 

24 Be strong and let your heart take courage, 

All you who hope in the Lord.” (Psalm 31:23-24 NASB) 


David then tells us of the agony of unconfessed sin- the sin we are “silent” about. 
The agony of separation from God yields to the joy of forgiveness as God repairs the 
breach between ourselves and Him, and “covers” our sins. Later God would 
accomplish this same covering with the permanent sacrifice of Jesus- once, and for 
all! 

“How blessed is he whose transgression Is forgiven, 

Whose sin is covered! 

2 How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is no deceit! 


Through my groaning al daylong. nn OF 


And my iniquity | did not hide; 

/ said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”; 

Selah. 

6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be 
found; 

Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. 

7 You are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble; 

You surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah. 


8 | will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; 

/ will counsel you with My eye upon you. 

9 Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, 
Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check, 

Otherwise they will not come near to you. 

10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 

But he who trusts in the Lord, lovingkindness shall surround him. 

11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones; 

And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.” (Psalm 32:1-11 NASB) 


Psalm 33 illustrates for us the pure joy of praise to God. He alone is worthy! 
“The Lord looks from heaven; 

He sees all the sons of men; 

14 From His dwelling place He looks out 

On all the inhabitants of the earth, 

15 He who fashions the hearts of them all, 

He who understands all their works. 


18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, 

On those who hope for His lovingkindness, 

19 To deliver their soul from death 

And to keep them alive in famine. 

20 Our soul waits for the Lord; 

He is our help and our shield. 

21 For our heart rejoices in Him, 

Because we trust in His holy name. 

22 Let Your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, 

According as we have hoped in You.” (Psalm 33:13-22 NASB) 


Psalm 34 clearly contains prophesy of the Lord to come- King Jesus. The “bread 
from heaven” which was manna to the wandering people of God was later to 
become the “bread of life” (John 6:35). On the crosss, Jesus died before His bones 
were broken (John 19:33). The Psalmist declares: 


/ 
9 O fear the Lord, you His saints; 
For to those who fear Him there is no want. 


10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; 

But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing. 
11 Come, you children, listen to me; 

/ will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

12 Who its the man who desires life 

And loves length of days that he may see good? 

13 Keep your tongue from evil 

And your lips from speaking deceit. 

14 Depart from evil and do good; 

Seek peace and pursue it. 


15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous 
And His ears are open to their cry. 

16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, 

To cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears 

And delivers them out of all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 

And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 


21 Evil shall slay the wicked, 

And those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 

22 The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, 

And none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.” (Psalm 34:8-22 
NASB) 


Those fighting spiritual or physical battles need help- and the Psalmist- and we- 
know that help comes from the Lord (Psalm 121). The Psalmist entreats God for His 
help and protection: 

“Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; 

Fight against those who fight against me. 

2 Take hold of buckler and shield 

And rise up for my help. 

3 Draw also the spear and the battle-axe to meet those who pursue me; 


4 Let those be ashamed and dishonored who seek my life; 
Let those be turned back and humiliated who devise evil against me. 
5 Let them be like chaff before the wind, 

With the angel of the Lord driving them on. 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery, 

With the angel of the Lord pursuing them. 

7 For without cause they hid their net for me; 

Without cause they dug a pit for my soul. 

8 Let destruction come upon him unawares, 

And let the net which he hid catch himself; 

Into that very destruction let him fall. 


9 And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord; 

It shall exult in His salvation. 

10 All my bones will say, “Lord, who is like You, 

Who delivers the afflicted from him who is too strong for him, 

And the afflicted and the needy from him who robs him?” 

11 Malicious witnesses rise up; 

They ask me of things that | do not know. 

12 They repay me evil for good, 

To the bereavement of my soul. 

13 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth; 
| humbled my soul with fasting, 

And my prayer kept returning to my bosom. 

14 / went about as though it were my friend or brother; 

| bowed down mourning, as one who sorrows for a mother. 

15 But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered themselves together; 
The smiters whom | did not know gathered together against me, 
They slandered me without ceasing. 

16 Like godless jesters at a feast, 

They gnashed at me with their teeth.” (Psalm 35:1-16 NASB) 


The righteous then shout for joy at the magnificent victory of the Lord: 

“You have seen it, O Lord, do not keep silent; 

O Lord, do not be far from me. 

23 Stir up Yourself, and awake to my right 

And to my cause, my God and my Lord. 

24 Judge me, O Lord my God, according to Your righteousness, 

And do not let them rejoice over me. 

25 Do not let them say in their heart, “Aha, our desire!” 

Do not let them say, “We have swallowed him up!” 

26 Let those be ashamed and humiliated altogether who rejoice at my distress; 
Let those be clothed with shame and dishonor who magnify themselves over me. 


(Psalm 35:22-28 NASB) 


July 1, 2019 Psalm 36-39 


The incredible contrast between the wickedness, lostness and depraved nature pf 
man in his fallen state and the grandeur and holiness of God are expressed in Psalm 
36: 


2 For it flatters him in his own eyes 

Concerning the discovery of his iniquity and the hatred of it. 
3 The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; 

He has ceased to be wise and to do good. 


O Lord, You preserve man and beast. 

7 How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! 

And the children of men take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 
8 They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; 

And You give them to drink of the river of Your delights. 

9 For with You ts the fountain of life; 

In Your light we see light.” (Psalm 36:1-9 NASB) 


Psalm 37 contains one of my very favorite verses in Scripture- Psalm 37:4 “Delight 
yourself in the Lord; 

And He will give you the desires of your heart.” (NASB) When our hearts are 
aligned with His, our desires- the desires of our heart- are for the good gifts that He 
has for us- the gifts that are eternal and not subject to the destructive ways of this 
world (moths and rust, and thieves who steal!) 


The Psalm is a contrast between the “righteous” and the “wicked”. The righteous 
man draws his delight and comfort from the Lord, the “wicked” from earthly gains 
and pleasures. The eternal value of the treasure stored up in heaven is the ultimate 
reward of the righteous (Matthew 6:20) 


The Psalmist makes the contrast very vivid: 


37 Mark the blameless man, and behold the upright; 
For the man of peace will have a posterity. 

38 But transgressors will be altogether destroyed; 
The posterity of the wicked will be cut off. 

39 


(Psalm 37:35-40 NASB) 


One of the notions of immortality in the Old Covenant was the “living forever” 
through one’s descendants. When these were “cut off” then the blood line and the 
immortality of the blood line failed...thus removing this possibility! 


How often do we, in this modern age, literally “weep” over our sins, or pray with 
penitent hearts for he restoration that comes only from the Lord? | suspect these 
times are rare in most of our experience. 


The Psalmist poured out his heart in penitent prayer to the Lord: 
“But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; 

And lam like a mute man who does not open his mouth. 

14 Yes, !am like a man who does not hear, 

And in whose mouth are no arguments. 

15 
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19 But my enemies are vigorous and strong, 
And many are those who hate me wrongfully. 
20 And those who repay evil for good, 

They oppose me, because | follow what is good. 
21 


(Psalm 38:13-22 NASB) 

One of the greatest frustrations in living out the abundant Life is trying to 
accomplish anything worthwhile without the controlling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
We strive to escape the power and clutches of our sins, yet we fail and struggle 
mightily until we at last lat God have our burden. How many times have | confessed 
a sin, repented, and turned it over to the Lord, only to “pick it up” again. “Surely | 
can conquer this myself...” | must be thinking. The result is always the same- 
failure until the power of the Spirit does the “heavy lifting”! 


The Psalmist despaired and cried out to God that he had tried to keep himself pure, 
tried to be righteous, and yet the sin of his life was an ever-present reality: 


3 My heart was hot within me, 
While | was musing the fire burned; 

Then | spoke with my tongue: 

4 “Lord, make me to know my end 

And what is the extent of my days; 

Let me know how transient | am. 

5 “Behold, You have made my days as handbreadths, 
And my lifetime as nothing in Your sight; 

Surely every man at his best is a mere breath. Selah. 


9 “Il have become mute, | do not open my mouth, 
Because it is You who have done it. 

10 “Remove Your plague from me; 

Because of the opposition of Your hand | am perishing. 
11 “With reproofs You chasten a man for iniquity; 

You consume as a moth what is precious to him; 
Surely every man is a mere breath. Selah. 


12 “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry; 

Do not be silent at my tears; 

For!am a stranger with You, 

A sojourner like all my fathers. 

13 “Turn Your gaze away from me, that |! may smile again 
Before | depart and am no more.” (Psalm 39:1-13 NASB) 


July 2, 2019 Psalm 40-45 


The Lord saves and blesses- and the Psalmist testifies to this. God rescues is from 
the “pits”- some of our own making- and places us on solid ground. And God is not 
pleased with surface worship of obedience- it must come from the heart to be 
acceptable and pleasing to Him: 


3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
Many will see and fear 
And will trust in the Lord. 


4 How blessed is the man who has made the Lord his trust, 

And has not turned to the proud, nor to those who lapse into falsehood. 
5 Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done, 

And Your thoughts toward us; 

There is none to compare with You. 

If | would declare and speak of them, 

They would be too numerous to count. 


7 Then | said, “Behold, | come; 
In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 


David was frequently surrounded by enemies- enemies who outnumbered him and 
his loyal followers numerically. Yet David did not despair but leaned on the Lord for 
protection and guidance. Here David pleads with God to deliver him and turn the 
evil intentions of his enemies away: 


12 As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, 
And You set me in Your presence forever. 


13 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
From everlasting to everlasting. 
Amen and Amen.” (Psalm 41:10-13 NASB) 


Psalm 42 is not attributed to David, but to the “sons of Korah”, among the priestly 
families. There were gifted poets and songwriters among the priests, as evidenced 
by this beautiful cry out to God for deliverance and mercy: 


3 My tears have been my food day and night, 

While they say to me all day long, “Where is your God?” 

4 These things | remember and | pour out my soul within me. 

For | used to go along with the throng and lead them in procession to the house of 
God, 

With the voice of joy and thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival. 


5 Why are you in despair, O my soul? 

And why have you become disturbed within me? 
Hope in God, for | shall again praise Him 

For the help of His presence. 

6 Omy God, my soul is in despair within me; 
Therefore | remember You from the land of the Jordan 
And the peaks of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 


: 


8 The Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime; 
And His song will be with me in the night, 
A prayer to the God of my life.” (Psalm 42: 1-8 NASB) 


This Psalm has been set to music for contemporary worship, as have many of the 
Psalms. “As the Deer” is a lovely example Please see (and listen to): 


(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=a5pZkLWZv-E) 


Psalm 43 is a simple prayer for vindication, for justice and for mercy: 
“Vindicate me, O God, and plead my case against an ungodly nation; 
O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man! 

2 For You are the God of my strength; why have You rejected me? 
Why do! go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 


3 Osend out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; 
Let them bring me to Your holy hill 

And to Your dwelling places. 

4 Then | will go to the altar of God, 

To God my exceeding joy; 

And upon the lyre | shall praise You, O God, my God. 


5 Why are you in despair, O my soul? 

And why are you disturbed within me? 

Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him, 

The help of my countenance and my God.” (Psalm 43:1-5 NASB) 

As always, David Guzik’s commentary in the Enduring Word is helpful and gives a 
useful context for this prayer set as a Psalm. Please see 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-43/). 


Does God protect or reject? Do His actions depend on the faithfulness of His 
people, or on His goodness, mercy and lovingkindness? The experience of God’s 
people seemed to be a constant shift and change from blessing to despair, from 
protection to abandonment, from fear to praise and sounds of joyful adoration and 
worship. Yet God is constant- it is ourselves that leave Him, abandon and break His 
covenants, and willfully disregard Hid gracious Law and care. The Psalmist reflects 
this range of emotions as he/she sees the nation (and perhaps the Psalmist 
themselves) seemingly wander and then find “home” in the Lord: 

“Yet You have rejected us and brought us to dishonor, 

And do not go out with our armies. 

10 You cause us to turn back from the adversary; 

And those who hate us have taken spoil for themselves. 

11 You give us as sheep to be eaten 

And have scattered us among the nations. 

12 You sell Your people cheaply, 

And have not profited by their sale. 

13 You make us a reproach to our neighbors, 

A scoffing and a derision to those around us. 

14 You make us a byword among the nations, 

A laughingstock among the peoples. 

15 All day long my dishonor is before me 

And my humiliation has overwhelmed me, 

16 Because of the voice of him who reproaches and reviles, 

Because of the presence of the enemy and the avenger. 


17 All this has come upon us, but we have not forgotten You, 
And we have not dealt falsely with Your covenant. 

18 Our heart has not turned back, 

And our steps have not deviated from Your way, 


19 Yet You have crushed us in a place of jackals 
And covered us with the shadow of death.” (Psalm 44:9-19 NASB). 


In verse 17, we see the Psalmist attempt justify the righteousness living that the 
Psalmist- and perhaps the people- have shown, but only to be plunged into despair. 
Was this “true” righteousness? The Lord has instructed us that His thoughts and 
ways are not like ours (Isaiah 55:8-9) Yet it seems we must be constantly reminded 
of this difficult truth! 


The joy and wonder of two persons in love is a constant treasure. | have been so 
fortunate as to enjoy a deep and loving relationship for more than three decades, a 
wonderful contrast to the struggles | endured in my first marriage. The joy of a 
wedding is reflected in this beautiful Psalm, a Psalm to celebrate the marriage of a 
King. The Psalm addresses the bride and details the delights she will experience in 
her new relationship: 

“Listen, O daughter, give attention and incline your ear: 

Forget your people and your father’s house; 


12 The daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; 
The rich among the people will seek your favor. 


13 The King’s daughter is all glorious within; 

Her clothing is interwoven with gold. 

14 She will be led to the King in embroidered work; 
The virgins, her companions who follow her, 

Will be brought to You. 

15 They will be led forth with gladness and rejoicing; 
They will enter into the King’s palace. 


il 
Lo») 


.” (Psalm 45:10-17 


NASB) 


There are echoes of the wonderful love poem Song of Solomon here. Both 
Scriptures rejoice in the beauty of the marriage relationship and shared love. We 
remember also that Jesus declared that the church was (and is!) His bride! 


July 3, 2019 Psalm 46-51 


Some of our best theology comes from the Psalms. In Psalm 46 we see several 
descriptions of God- present Help (verse 1); Refuge in time of need (verse 1); and in 
the latter part of the Psalm the God who is “with us”- the “with us God” (verses 7, 
11)! How are we to discover this God- we are to “cease striving”(verse 10). This 
verse is also more commonly translated “be still” (NIV, ESV). God’s power is 
superior to that of all the kingdoms (verse 6) and at His voice the mountains melt 
(verse 6). 


“God Is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change 
And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; 

3 Though its waters roar and foam, 

Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. Selah. 


4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
The holy dwelling places of the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of her, she will not be moved; 

God will help her when morning dawns. 

6 The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; 

He raised His voice, the earth melted. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah. 


8& Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

Who has wrought desolations in the earth. 

9 He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; 

He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; 

He burns the chariots with fire. 

10 “Cease striving and know that | am God; 

/ will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah.” (Psalm 46 NASB) 


Psalm 47 is a picture in words of the King- the Creator God (the “with us” God) who 
is King of everything that he created and set in motion. He alone is worthy of praise 
and worship: 


“O clap your hands, all peoples; 


2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared, 
A great King over all the earth. 

3 He subdues peoples under us 

And nations under our feet. 

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, 

The glory of Jacob whom He loves. Selah. 


5 God has ascended with a shout, 
The Lord, with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
Sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
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Sing praises with a skillful psalm. 


9 The princes of the people have assembled themselves as the people of the God of 
Abraham, 


For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
He Is highly exalted.” (Psalm 47 NASB) 


The beauty of Zion is lifted up and praised in Psalm 48. This city is both an earthly 
reality (the dwelling place of God’s people) and a symbol of the heavenly home that 
awaits all faithful believers. Please see (https://www.bible-studys.org/Bible 
%20Books/Psalms/Psalm%2048.html) and (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zion) 

The Psalmist writes: 


3 God, in her palaces, 
Has made Himself known as a stronghold. 


4 For, lo, the kings assembled themselves, 
They passed by together. 

5 They saw it, then they were amazed; 
They were terrified, they fled in alarm. 

6 Panic seized them there, 

Anguish, as of a woman in childbirth. 

7 With the east wind 

You break the ships of Tarshish. 


9 We have thought on Your lovingkindness, O God, 
In the midst of Your temple. 

10 As is Your name, O God, 

So is Your praise to the ends of the earth; 

Your right hand Is full of righteousness. 

11 Let Mount Zion be glad, 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice 

Because of Your judgments. 

12 


.” (Psalm 48 NASB) 


Psalm 49 counsels us that wealth (as is life) is fleeting. As Jesus taught- “store up 
treasure for yourself in Heaven” (Matthew 6:19-21). The Psalmist tells us: 

“Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich, 

When the glory of his house is increased; 

17 


18 Though while he lives he congratulates himself— 

And though men praise you when you do well for yourself— 
19 He shall go to the generation of his fathers; 

They will never see the light. 
20 


(Psalm 49:16-20 NASB) 


Our emphasis should always be on that which is imperishable- our resurrection 
bodies, the grace, kindness and goodness of God and the relationships of love we 
build through His guidance! 


It is frightening, sometimes terrifying, to think of God as our Judge. He does, after 
all, see the content of our character and can look into the very “heart”- the part of 
us that is most real, and that we sometimes hide from others- or ourselves. We 
sometimes understand that we are deserving of nothing from God- except 
punishment and judgment. Yet God in His miraculous grace and mercy loves us, 
forgives us, and even leads us to the repentance (turning away and around) that we 
so desperately need to salvage our relationship with Him. 


The Psalmist describes the judgment of God in these words: 
“Hear, O My people, and | will speak; 
O Israel, | will testify against you; 


9 “I shall take no young bull out of your house 
Nor male goats out of your folds. 

10 “For every beast of the forest is Mine, 

The cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 “I know every bird of the mountains, 

And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 
12 “If |! were hungry | would not tell you, 

For the world is Mine, and all it contains. 

13 “Shall | eat the flesh of bulls 

Or drink the blood of male goats? 

14 “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
And pay your vows to the Most High; 
15 


16 But to the wicked God says, 

“What right have you to tell of My statutes 

And to take My covenant in your mouth? 

17 “For you hate discipline, 

And you cast My words behind you. 

18 “When you see a thief, you are pleased with him, 
And you associate with adulterers. 

19 “You let your mouth loose in evil 

And your tongue frames deceit. 


20 “You sit and speak against your brother; 

You slander your own mother’s son. 

21 “These things you have done and | kept silence; 

You thought that | was just like you; 

/ will reprove you and state the case in order before your eyes. 


Or mil tear you in pieces, and there wil be none to delve. 
(Psalm 50:7-23 NASB) 


God says that he will reprove us if we are “wicked”- we are among those who 
despise, ignore or deliberately disobey God. “Reprove” is a word we don’t 
commonly use- the meaning is “reprimand, censure, or chastise”. God clearly 
states that he is the Judge of everything, and that our sacrifices are not a “free 
pass” for disobedience, but are a token of our sincerity when we dedicate to God 
something of value, something that we treasure or that costs us something (either 
time, effort or treasure). God assures us that he does not “need” these sacrifices, 
but welcomes our honoring Him (verses 9-15). 


Did David sin- yes he did, and in the most egregious way imaginable. He lusted 
after a woman who was not his wife, impregnated her, and arranged for her 
husband to be killed to avoid the consequences of his evil and brutal actions. And 
yet David is described in Scripture as a man “after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 


13:14; Acts 13:22). Please see also (https://www.biblestudytools.com/blogs/ron- 
edmondson id-i 


10-reasons-david-is-called-a-man-after-god-s-own-heart.html). 


God used David to accomplish His purposes, just as He uses us- undeserving 
sinners- to His purposes today! How miraculous and forgiving is a God for whom 
this is an eternal truth! 


The Psalm was written, according to the “notes”, by David after being confronted by 
the prophet Natahan about his sin against God- his lust, murder, and cover-up. The 
picture here is of one crying out to God not to remove the consequences- and one 
of the worst was the death of David’s infant son- but to somehow forgive and 
restore him to a right relationship with his God. 


The words are as poetic, moving, and stirring today as the first day that they were 
written: 

“Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 

According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 


So that You are justified when You speak 
And blameless when You judge. 


5 Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, 
And in sin my mother conceived me. 


) 


7 Purify me with hyssop, and / shall be clean; 
Wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, 

Let the bones which You have broken rejoice. 
9 Hide Your face from my sins 

And blot out all my iniquities. 


13 Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, 
And sinners will be converted to You. 


14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; 
Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 

That my mouth may declare Your praise. 

16 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise | would give it; 

You are not pleased with burnt offering. 


17 
. (PSalm 51 NASB) 


| find the commentary in the Working Preacher to be especially helpful and 
insightful (https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary id=478). 
Another wonderful exposition can be found at 

s://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=spur&b=19&c=51), part 
of Spurgeon’s Treasury of David. 


Nathan Confronts David (http://www. biblestudywithrandy.com/2015/01/david- 
bathsheba-sending-taking-laying/) 


July 4, 2019 Psalm 52-59 


Today marks several birthdays- my son Benjamin, my friend Jay Tice, and the 
birthday of our nation. In my home city of Atlanta, Georgia the Peachtree Road 
Race will commence at 7 (wheelchair athletes) and 7:30 AM (elite runners first, the 
waves of slower non-elite runners) to chase a wiry and amazingly fast 
Ethiopian/Kenyan/Nigerian runner to the finish line. It is a celebration and an event, 
and part of what makes our city great. | have joined the “chasing throng” on 
several occasions and received the “T shirt” marking my completion of the 6.2 mile 
(10 K) race. 


The Psalmist in Psalm 52 is again David, and this poem/song is a reflection on the 
futility of boasting by evil men. In this case the one boasting is Saul, who believes 
he has finally located David and can finish him as a threat to his earthly kingdom. 
The Psalmist writes: 


2 Your tongue devises destruction, 

Like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit. 

3 You love evil more than good, 

Falsehood more than speaking what is right. Selah. 
4 You love all words that devour, 

O deceitful tongue. 


5 
Selah. 


6 The righteous will see and fear, 


And will laugh at him, saying, 

7 “Behold, the man who would not make God his refuge, 
But trusted in the abundance of his riches 

And was strong in his evil desire.” 


8 


91 will give You thanks forever, because You have done it, 
And | will wait on Your name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones.” 
(Psalm 52 NASB) 


Proof text- anyone? Along with learning the shortest verse in the Scripture “Jesus 
wept” (John 11:35) to get a daily award in Bible School, some children (and 
immature Bible readers) pull out the words “There is no God” from Scripture as a 
“proof text”. This assertion disappears when one simply reads the sentence in 
which this “statement” is found. The Psalmist explores the folly (and eternal 
danger!) in rejecting the reality of God: 


WM 


They are corrupt, and have committed abominable injustice; 

There is no one who does good. 

2 God has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men 

To see if there is anyone who understands, 

Who seeks after God. 

3 Every one of them has turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
There is no one who does good, not even one. 


4 Have the workers of wickedness no knowledge, 
Who eat up My people as though they ate bread 
And have not called upon God? 

5 


6 Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! 
When God restores His captive people, 
Let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.” (Psalm 53 NASB) 


David knew from personal experience how frightening it could be to encounter and 
enemy whose sole purpose is to extinguish your life. David both fled and hid from 
the maniacally avenging Saul, and lived through many moments of fear and even 
terror. Here he shares with us the “lived in” response of faith in the face of 
avenging and destroying evil: 


2 Hear my prayer, O God; 
Give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3 For strangers have risen against me 


They have not set God before them. Selah. 
4 Behold, God is my helper; 


5 He will recompense the evil to my foes; 
Destroy them in Your faithfulness. 


6 Willingly | will sacrifice to You; 

/ will give thanks to Your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

7 For He has delivered me from all trouble, 

And my eye has looked with satisfaction upon my enemies.” (Psalm 54 NASB) 


Psalm 55 continues with the theme of protection from the enemies of God and of 
the Psalmist himself. David calls out to God for protection and strength as he faces 
his enemies who seemingly never cease to chase and threaten him: 


19 God will hear and answer them— 
Even the one who sits enthroned from of old— Selah. 


20 He has put forth his hands against those who were at peace with him; 
He has violated his covenant. 

21 His speech was smoother than butter, 

But his heart was war; 

His words were softer than oil, 

Yet they were drawn swords. 
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He wil ever allow the nghteous to be shaken 


(Psalm 55: 17-23 NASB) 


David joined the Philistines temporarily as part of his overall strategy to escape and 
outlast Saul. This Psalm of deliverance and praise is set in that context, according 
to the “notes” at the beginning of this Psalm/song: 


3 When ! am afraid, 


In God | have put my trust; 
| shall not be afraid. 

What can mere man do to me? 

5 All day long they distort my words; 

All their thoughts are against me for evil. 
6 They attack, they /urk, 

They watch my steps, 


As they have waited to take my life. 
7 Because of wickedness, cast them forth, 
In anger put down the peoples, O God! 


8 You have taken account of my wanderings; 


9 Then my enemies will turn back in the day when | call; 
This | know, that God is for me. 
10 In God, whose word | praise, 
In the Lord, whose word | praise, 


12 Your vows are binding upon me, O God; 

/ will render thank offerings to You. 

13 For You have delivered my soul from death, 
Indeed my feet from stumbling, 

So that | may walk before God 

In the light of the living.” (Psalm 56 NASB) 


A particularly helpful commentary that links this Psalm with its proposed historic 


setting (1 Samuel 21:11-13) is found here: http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php? 
script=sci_arttext&pid=S1010-99192015000300012. 


According to the “notes” that accompany this Psalm, it was written when David 
escaped Saul in the cave (1 Samuel 22:1; 24:3). This song of praise rejoices in 
God’s deliverance: 

“Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, 

For my soul takes refuge in You; 

And in the shadow of Your wings | will take refuge 

Until destruction passes by. 

2 !/ will cry to God Most High, 

To God who accomplishes all things for me. 

3 He will send from heaven and save me; 

He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah. 

God will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth. 


4 My soul is among lions; 


5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 

6 They have prepared a net for my steps; 

My soul is bowed down; 

They dug a pit before me; 

They themselves have fallen into the midst of it. Selah. 


8 Awake, my glory! 

Awake, harp and lyre! 

/ will awaken the dawn. 

9 |! will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples; 

/ will sing praises to You among the nations. 

10 For Your lovingkindness is great to the heavens 

And Your truth to the clouds. 

11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth.” (Psalm 57 NASB) 


Verse 7 is used at the beginning of Michael W. Smith’s classic praise and worship 
CD recording “Worship”. 


In this cluster of “rescue” Psalms, Psalm 58 asks God to punish the evil ones who 
are enemies of God and of His righteous ones: 

Do you indeed speak righteousness, O gods? 

Do you judge uprightly, O sons of men? 

2 No, in heart you work unrighteousness; 

On earth you weigh out the violence of your hands. 


6 O God, shatter their teeth in their mouth; 

Break out the fangs of the young lions, O Lord. 

7 Let them flow away like water that runs off; 

When he aims his arrows, let them be as headless shafts. 

& Let them be as a Snail which melts away as it goes along, 

Like the miscarriages of a woman which never see the sun. 

9 Before your pots can feel the fire of thorns 

He will sweep them away with a whirlwind, the green and the burning alike. 


11 And men will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; 
Surely there is a God who judges on earth!” (Psalm 58 NASB) 


Only those who are confident in their own righteousness and shelter in God will call 
for the destruction and judgment of “evil ones”! This must then be a testimony to 
the confidence of the believer in the goodness and forgiveness of God. We all 
DESERVE punishment, only those who are forgiven are spared. 


Once again David thanks God for deliverance, for being his Stronghold. The historic 
setting is suggested by the “notes” to be the escape of David from his house when 
Saul’s men watched the house in order to find and kill David (1 Samuel 19:11): 


Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; 


Set me securely on high away from those who rise up against me. 
2 Deliver me from those who do iniquity 

And save me from men of bloodshed. 

3 


5 You, O Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel, 

Awake to punish all the nations; 

Do not be gracious to any who are treacherous in iniquity. Selah. 
6 They return at evening, they howl like a dog, 

And go around the city. 

7 Behold, they belch forth with their mouth; 

Swords are in their lips, 

For, they say, “Who hears?” 

8 But You, O Lord, laugh at them; 

You scoff at all the nations. 


9 Because of his strength | will watch for You, 
For God is my stronghold. 


10 My God in His lovingkindness will meet me; 

God will let me look triumphantly upon my foes. 

11 Do not slay them, or my people will forget; 

Scatter them by Your power, and bring them down, 

O Lord, our shield. 

12 On account of the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, 
Let them even be caught in their pride, 

And on account of curses and lies which they utter. 
13 


Selah. 
14 They return at evening, they howl like a dog, 
And go around the city. 
15 They wander about for food 
And growl if they are not satisfied. 


16 But as for me, | shall sing of Your strength; 
Yes, | shall joyfully sing of Your lovingkindness in the morning, 
For You have been my stronghold 
And a refuge in the day of my distress. 
17 Omy strength, | will sing praises to You; 
. (Psalm 59 NASB) 


July 5, 2019 Psalm 60-66 


David has experienced a rare defeat in battle (2 Sam 8:3, 13; 1 Chr 18:3, 12), and 
cries out to God. David knows that God alone can bring victory, and that defeat is 
but a fleeting setback in His plan. 

The Psalmist writes: 

“O God, You have rejected us. You have broken us; 

You have been angry; O, restore us. 

2 You have made the land quake, You have split it open; 

Heal its breaches, for it totters. 

3 You have made Your people experience hardship; 

You have given us wine to drink that makes us stagger. 

4 You have given a banner to those who fear You, 

That it may be displayed because of the truth. Selah. 

5 That Your beloved may be delivered, 


6 God has spoken in His holiness: 

“| will exult, | will portion out Shechem and measure out the valley of Succoth. 
7 “Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; 

Ephraim also is the helmet of My head; 

Judah is My scepter. 

8 “Moab is My washbowl; 

Over Edom / shall throw My shoe; 

Shout loud, O Philistia, because of Me!” 


9 Who will bring me into the besieged city? 

Who will lead me to Edom? 

10 Have not You Yourself, O God, rejected us? 
And will You not go forth with our armies, O God? 
11 


12 augh od te ha cohen ag 60 NASB) 


The Psalmist is confident that God, and only God, will protect His people: 
“Hear my cry, O God; 

Give heed to my prayer. 

2 From the end of the earth | call to You when my heart Is faint; 


3 For You have been a refuge for me, 

A tower of strength against the enemy. 

4 Let me dwell in Your tent forever; 

Let me take refuge in the shelter of Your wings. Selah. 


5 For You have heard my vows, O God; 

You have given me the inheritance of those who fear Your name. 
6 You will prolong the king’s life; 

His years will be as many generations. 

7 He will abide before God forever; 

Appoint lovingkindness and truth that they may preserve him. 

8 So! will sing praise to Your name forever, 


That | may pay my vows day by day. (Psalm 61 NASB) 


Verse 2 in the Psalm is the basis of the soulful song “Lead Me to the Rock”, 
performed memorably by Ricky Skaggs | his album “Solidier of the Cross” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= ulhoQeb6NE) and others 
(https://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/lead-me-to-the-rock/) 


The Psalmist- David- urges us to “wait in silence” before God. This simple sounding 
activity is both simple and quite difficult- just as the Gospel is simple enough to be 
understood by a child but deep enough to engage the scholarship of the best and 
brightest without end. 


The Psalmist writes: 


2 He only is my rock and my salvation, 
My stronghold; | shall not be greatly shaken. 


3 How long will you assail a man, 

That you may murder him, all of you, 

Like a leaning wall, like a tottering fence? 

4 They have counseled only to thrust him down from his high position; 
They delight in falsehood; 

They bless with their mouth, 

But inwardly they curse. Selah. 


7 On God my salvation and my glory rest; 
The rock of my strength, my refuge is in God. 
8 Trust in Him at all times, O people; 

Pour out your heart before Him; 

God is a refuge for us. Selah. 


9 Men of low degree are only vanity and men of rank are a lie; 
In the balances they go up; 

They are together lighter than breath. 

10 Do not trust in oppression 

And do not vainly hope in robbery; 

If riches increase, do not set your heart upon them. 


11 Once God has spoken; 


12 And lovingkindness is Yours, O Lord, 

For You recompense a man according to his work.” (Psalm 62 NASB) 

The “University of the Desert” is a teaching series by Dr. Al Coppedge, in which the 
truths of God are learned in the crucible of the desert. God’s people spent a 


generation in the wilderness, learning “hard lessons”, just as Jesus spent 40 days in 
the wilderness before starting His earthly mission of preaching, teaching , loving 
and ultimately sacrificing for all of us. This Psalm has been the inspiration for a 
number of Christian songs, among them the beautiful “Better than Life” 


(https://genius.com/Acappella-better-than-life-lyrics): 


“O God, You are my God; | shall seek You earnestly; 
My soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, 


2 Thus | have seen You in the sanctuary, 

To see Your power and Your glory. 

3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 
My lips will praise You. 

4 So! will bless You as long as | live; 

/ will lift up my hands in Your name. 

5 My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 
And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips. 


6 When | remember You on my bed, 

| meditate on You in the night watches, 

7 For You have been my help, 

And in the shadow of Your wings | sing for joy. 
8 My soul clings to You; 

Your right hand upholds me. 


9 But those who seek my life to destroy it, 

Will go into the depths of the earth. 

10 They will be delivered over to the power of the sword; 
They will be a prey for foxes. 


_” (Psalm 63 NASB) 


Sometimes the “secret enemies” are the most damaging and hurtful. Often times 
we can (and sometimes do!) deal with the “known enemies”, but those who hide 
evil and evil intentions in their hearts are harder to defend against. One of the 
premises of terrorism is that persons not suspected of harboring, planning and 
carrying out evil lurk unknown. The Psalmist knew this truth, and pleads with God 
to destroy and overcome these “hidden” and “secret” enemies: 


“Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint; 
Preserve my life from dread of the enemy. 


3 Who have sharpened their tongue like a sword. 
They aimed bitter speech as their arrow, 

4 To shoot from concealment at the blameless; 
Suddenly they shoot at him, and do not fear. 
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6 They devise injustices, saying, 
“We are ready with a well-conceived plot”; 


7 But God will shoot at them with an arrow; 
Suddenly they will be wounded. 

8 So they will make him stumble; 

Their own tongue /s against them; 

All who see them will shake the head. 


10 The righteous man will be glad in the Lord and will take refuge in Him; 
And all the upright in heart will glory.” (Psalm 64 NASB) 


The Psalmist extols the beauty and majesty of the creation, and attests that this is a 
reflection of the Creator. These is room for great praise and thanksgiving in the 
hearts of all those who seek, honor, obey and worship God: 


5 By awesome deeds You answer us in righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
You who are the trust of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest sea; 

6 Who establishes the mountains by His strength, 

Being girded with might; 

7 Who stills the roaring of the seas, 

The roaring of their waves, 

And the tumult of the peoples. 

8 They who dwell in the ends of the earth stand in awe of Your signs; 

You make the dawn and the sunset shout for joy. 


9 You visit the earth and cause it to overflow; 


(Psalm 65 NASB) 


What a joy it is to speak of the wonderful and generous salvation of our God- the 
Creator who forgives us of sin and “forgets” our transgressions. As “far as the East 
is from the West” (Psalm 103:12), our sins are removed from us. We must, of 
course., deal with the natural consequences of our disobedience, but the 
punishment we richly deserve was borne by the One on the cross. 


The Psalmist joyfully writes: 
“Come and hear, all who fear God, 


171 cried to Him with my mouth, 

And He was extolled with my tongue. 

18 If | regard wickedness in my heart, 

The Lord will not hear; 

19 But certainly God has heard; 

He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 
20 


_” (Psalm 66:16-20 NASB) 


July 8, 2019 Psalm 67-71 


The Scriptures tell us that when the Lord returns in glory, that “every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue confess” that Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:10-11). It was 
some years until | understood some of the meaning of the word “every”! All the 
earth- believers in their joy- unbelievers in their misery at missing the salvation 
offered freely by Jesus- young and old, bond and free- all the races, colors and 
political persuasions will do the same thing! 


The Psalmist tells us much the same thing- all the earth will know the truth of our 
Creator God: 

“God be gracious to us and bless us, 

And cause His face to shine upon us— Selah. 
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3 Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You. 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; 

For You will judge the peoples with uprightness 
And guide the nations on the earth. Selah. 

5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise You. 

6 The earth has yielded its produce; 


God, our God, blesses us. 
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God blesses us, 
That all the ends of the earth may fear Him.” (Psalm 67 NASB) 


Three themes emerge from the majestic son/Psalm of praise that is Psalm 68: 1) 
God is the generous and mighty provider and protector; 2) God is uniquely the 
means of our salvation; and 3) God is magnificent and glorious in His sanctuary, the 
Temple. 


The first of these three themes is seen in verses 7-10: 
“O God, when You went forth before Your people, 
When You marched through the wilderness, Selah. 

8 The earth quaked; 

The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God; 


ee erueereceRTOGEER (Psoim 68:7-10 NASB) 


The salvation of God is described in verses 19-23: 


20 God is to us a God of deliverances 
ih reece EET to God the Lord belong escapes an death. 

21 Surely God will shatter the head of His enemies, 

The hairy crown of him who goes on in his guilty deeds. 

22 The Lord said, “I will bring them back from Bashan. 

/ will bring them back from the depths of the sea; 

23 That your foot may shatter them in blood, 

The tongue of your dogs may have its portion from your enemies.” (Psalm 67:19-23 
NASB) 


The third theme is seen in verses 32-35: 

“Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, 

Sing praises to the Lord, Selah. 

33 To Him who rides upon the highest heavens, which are from ancient times; 
Behold, He speaks forth with His voice, a mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe strength to God; 
His majesty is over Israel 

And His strength is in the skies. 
35 


(Psalm 68:32-35 NASB) 


The Working Preacher commentary is helpful here, describing Psalm 68 as “difficult 
to understand” (https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx? 

commentary id=876). David Guzik’s always excellent Enduring Word commentary 
suggests that this Psalm may have been linked historically to the coming of the Ark 


into Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6), (please see https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/psalm-68/). 


Save me, even though | don’t deserve saving! This is the cry of the Psalmist in the 
first section of Psalm 69. David Ramsey, famous for his strategies to live without 
debt, often replies to the question “How are you?” with the reply “Better than | 
deserve”. Every believer could truthfully say this- we are blessed by God beyond 
measure, and we know how little of God’s grace we actually deserve. 


The Psalmist cries out to God: 


| have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me. 

31am weary with my crying; my throat is parched; 

My eyes fail while | wait for my God. 

4 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; 
Those who would destroy me are powerful, being wrongfully my enemies; 
What | did not steal, | then have to restore. 


6 May those who wait for You not be ashamed through me, O Lord God of hosts; 
May those who seek You not be dishonored through me, O God of Israel, 

7 Because for Your sake | have borne reproach; 

Dishonor has covered my face.” (Psalm 69:1-7 NASB) 


The raw emotion seen in the Psalms is disturbing to many tenderhearted believers 
and causes some of them to stumble. One of my pastors related a story to me of an 
older woman who said: “I can be a Christian as long as | don’t read the Psalms”. 

She was disturbed by the anger, passion and violence that sometimes is evident in 
these songs of worship, praise, and cries for mercy and victory over enemies. The 
anger and raw passion sometimes seen in the Psalms convinces me of the reality 
and uncompromising truth of the Scripture- this is how “real people” feel (and 
sometimes act)- these are the deep emotions that only God can understand and 
transform into His ultimate good. 


The Psalmist cries out to God to deal with the enemies that plague him: 
“Reproach has broken my heart and 1am so sick. 

And | looked for sympathy, but there was none, 

And for comforters, but | found none. 

21 They also gave me gall for my food 

And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 


25 May their camp be desolate; 

May none dwell in their tents. 

26 For they have persecuted him whom You Yourself have smitten, 

And they tell of the pain of those whom You have wounded. 

27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, 

And may they not come into Your righteousness. 

28 

.” (Psalm 69:20-28 NASB) 


Despite all of this, the Psalmist shows their faith in God and is led to praise God: 


32 The humble have seen it and are glad; 
You who seek God, let your heart revive. 

33 For the Lord hears the needy 

And does not despise His who are prisoners. 


34 Let heaven and earth praise Him, 


36 The descendants of His servants will inherit it, 
And those who love His name will dwell in it.” (Psalm 69:30-36 NASB) 


Sometimes we just need help. We are in a crisis- physically, emotionally or 
spiritually, and we just need a God who will “be there” and be a source of comfort, 
protection and encouragement. The Psalmist cries out to God that this is the 
presence and comfort that is needed- and needed now: 


2 Let those be ashamed and humiliated 

Who seek my life; 

Let those be turned back and dishonored 

Who delight in my hurt. 

3 Let those be turned back because of their shame 
Who say, “Aha, aha!” 


4 Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; 
And let those who love Your salvation say continually, 
“Let God be magnified.” 


oT eH meal 
(Psalm 70 NASB) 


At or near the end of our earthly life our thoughts change to begin an examination 
of the things that are important, helpful, lasting, and we begin to think of our 
legacy. What will we leave behind us when we leave the earth and transition into 


God’s eternal presence? The Psalmist ponders such thoughts, as he looks back over 
his life with God and reflects on the many things that God has shown and taught 
him: 


cz 


y 


Let me never be ashamed. 

2 In Your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 

Incline Your ear to me and save me. 

3 Be to me a rock of habitation to which I may continually come; 
You have given commandment to save me, 

For You are my rock and my fortress. 

4 Rescue me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, 

Out of the grasp of the wrongdoer and ruthless man, 
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You are He who took me from my mother’s womb; 
My praise is continually of You.” (Psalm 71:1-6 NASB) 


The Psalmist sings of his gratitude to God for all that He has done, and the comfort 
that only the true God can provide: 


19 For Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens, 
You who have done great things; 

O God, who is like You? 

20 You who have shown me many troubles and distresses 
Will revive me again, 

And will bring me up again from the depths of the earth. 
21 May You increase my greatness 

And turn to comfort me.” (Psalm 71:17-21 NASB) 


The Psalmist’s response is to praise God, with musical instrument and voice: 


23 My lips will shout for joy when | sing praises to You; 

And my soul, which You have redeemed. 

24 My tongue also will utter Your righteousness all day long; 

For they are ashamed, for they are humiliated who seek my hurt.” (Psalm 71:22-24 
NASB) 


July 7, 2019 Psalm 72-77 
Psalm 72 is attributed to Solomon. It is the prayer of a “righteous king” for God’s 


provision and mercy: 
“Give the king Your judgments, O God, 


And Your righteousness to the king’s son. 

2 May he judge Your people with righteousness 
And Your afflicted with justice. 

3 Let the mountains bring peace to the people, 
And the hills, in righteousness. 

4 May he vindicate the afflicted of the people, 
Save the children of the needy 

And crush the oppressor. 


5 Let them fear You while the sun endures, 

And as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
6 May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
Like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his days may the righteous flourish, 

And abundance of peace till the moon is no more. 


8 May he also rule from sea to sea 
And from the River to the ends of the earth.” (Psalm 72:1-8 NASB) 


The prayer ends, with an attribution to David (not Solomon). Would this be an 
attempt to use David’s credentials?: 

“May there be abundance of grain in the earth on top of the mountains; 

Its fruit will wave like the cedars of Lebanon; 

And may those from the city flourish like vegetation of the earth. 

17 May his name endure forever; 

May his name increase as long as the sun shines; 

And let men bless themselves by him; 

Let all nations call him blessed. 


18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
Who alone works wonders. 

19 And blessed be His glorious name forever; 
And may the whole earth be filled with His glory. 
Amen, and Amen. 


20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.” (Psalm 72:16-20 NASB) 


Psalm 73 begins a “Book” of Psalms, labeled by the translators as “Book 3” Itisa 
meditation/song on the different fates and lives of the righteous, cointrsted with 
that of the wicked: The Psalmist writes: 

“lf | had said, “! will soeak thus,” 

Behold, | would have betrayed the generation of Your children. 

16 When | pondered to understand this, 

It was troublesome in my sight 

17 Until | came into the sanctuary of God; 

Then | perceived their end. 

18 Surely You set them in slippery places; 

You cast them down to destruction. 

19 How they are destroyed in a moment! 

They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors! 


20 Like a dream when one awakes, 
O Lord, when aroused, You will despise their form. 


21 When my heart was embittered 

And | was pierced within, 

22 Then | was senseless and ignorant; 

| was like a beast before You. 

23 Nevertheless | am continually with You; 
You have taken hold of my right hand. 

24 With Your counsel You will guide me, 
And afterward receive me to glory. 


25 Whom have | in heaven but You? 

And besides You, | desire nothing on earth. 

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 

But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” (Psalm 73:15-26 
NASB) 


When things are dark, and the enemy comes, we are left with the prospects of 
terror, resignation, or in the case of the Psalmist, with faith in the goodness, might 
and protection of God. How often the fears of God’s people have needed the salve 
of faith and the encouragement of triumph over the evil around them: 
“Remember this, O Lord, that the enemy has reviled, 

And a foolish people has spurned Your name. 

19 Do not deliver the soul of Your turtledove to the wild beast; 

Do not forget the life of Your afflicted forever. 

20 Consider the covenant; 

For the dark places of the land are full of the habitations of violence. 

21 Let not the oppressed return dishonored; 

Let the afflicted and needy praise Your name. 


22 Arise, O God, and plead Your own cause; 

Remember how the foolish man reproaches You all day long. 

23 Do not forget the voice of Your adversaries, 

The uproar of those who rise against You which ascends continually.” (Psalm 74:18- 
23 NASB) 


One of the Psalms of Asaph, a choirmaster, comprises Psalm 75 (please see: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalms_of Asaph). This is a song about the abasement 
of the proud and restoration of the righteous ones: 

“We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks, 

For Your name Is near; 

Men declare Your wondrous works. 

2 “When | select an appointed time, 

It is | who judge with equity. 

3 “The earth and all who dwell in it melt; 

It is |! who have firmly set its pillars. Selah. 

4 “I said to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ 

And to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up the horn; 

5 Do not lift up your horn on high, 


Do not speak with insolent pride. ’” 

6 For not from the east, nor from the west, 
Nor from the desert comes exaltation; 
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9 But as for me, | will declare it forever; 

/ will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 

10 And all the horns of the wicked He will cut off, 

But the horns of the righteous will be lifted up.” (Psalm 75 NASB) 


God’s might and justice are glorified and lifted up in Psalm 76: This is another 
“psalm of Asaph”: 


“God is known in Judah; 

His name Is great in Israel. 

2 His tabernacle is in Salem; 

His dwelling place also is in Zion. 

3 There He broke the flaming arrows, 

The shield and the sword and the weapons of war. Selah. 


4 You are resplendent, 

More majestic than the mountains of prey. 

5 The stouthearted were plundered, 

They sank into sleep; 

And none of the warriors could use his hands. 

6 At Your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Both rider and horse were cast into a dead sleep. 

7 You, even You, are to be feared; 

And who may stand in Your presence when once You are angry? 


8 You caused judgment to be heard from heaven; 
The earth feared and was still 

9 When God arose to judgment, 

To save all the humble of the earth. Selah. 

10 For the wrath of man shall praise You; 

With a remnant of wrath You will gird Yourself. 


11 Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them; 

Let all who are around Him bring gifts to Him who is to be feared. 
12 He will cut off the spirit of princes; 

He is feared by the kings of the earth.” (Psalm 76 NASB) 


Asaph continues his praise of God, as he reflects on the nature, personality, 
goodness and redeeming acts of God: 


“My voice rises to God, and | will cry aloud; 
My voice rises to God, and He will hear me. 

2 In the day of my trouble | sought the Lord; 
In the night my hand was stretched out without weariness; 
My soul refused to be comforted. 

3 When | remember God, then | am disturbed; 
When | sigh, then my spirit grows faint. Selah. 
4 You have held my eyelids open; 

!am so troubled that | cannot speak. 

5 | have considered the days of old, 

The years of long ago. 

6 | will remember my song in the night; 

/ will meditate with my heart, 

And my spirit ponders: 


7 Will the Lord reject forever? 

And will He never be favorable again? 

8 Has His lovingkindness ceased forever? 

Has His promise come to an end forever? 

9 Has God forgotten to be gracious, 

Or has He in anger withdrawn His compassion? Selah. 
10 Then | said, “It is my grief, 

That the right hand of the Most High has changed.” 


11 1! shall remember the deeds of the Lord; 
Surely | will remember Your wonders of old. 
12 | will meditate on all Your work 

And muse on Your deeds. 
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18 ou have by our powerreemed our pepe, 


16 The waters saw You, O God; 

The waters saw You, they were in anguish; 

The deeps also trembled. 

17 The clouds poured out water; 

The skies gave forth a sound; 

Your arrows flashed here and there. 

18 The sound of Your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
The lightnings lit up the world; 

The earth trembled and shook. 

19 Your way was in the sea 

And Your paths in the mighty waters, 

And Your footprints may not be known. 

20 You led Your people like a flock 

By the hand of Moses and Aaron.” (Psalm 77 NASB) 


July 8, 2019 Psalm 78-80 


Psalm 78 is a condensed summary of the history of God’s dealing with his people. 
The Psalmist relates three phases of this relationship: 1) bringing the people to the 
Promised Land and providing the Law; 2) the rebellion of the people and God’s 
punishment and the natural consequences of their sins; 3) God’s awakening and 
choice of Judah to be the tribe through which He would have final victory over sin 
through the One to come. 


The first part of the Psalm recounts the establishment of Israel: 
“Listen, O my people, to my instruction; 

Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2! will open my mouth in a parable; 

/ will utter dark sayings of old, 

3 Which we have heard and known, 

And our fathers have told us. 

4 We will not conceal them from their children, 

But tell to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, 

And His strength and His wondrous works that He has done. 


5 For He established a testimony in Jacob 

And appointed a law in Israel, 

Which He commanded our fathers 

That they should teach them to their children, 

6 That the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, 
That they may arise and tell them to their children, 

7 That they should put their confidence in God 

And not forget the works of God, 

But keep His commandments, 

8 And not be like their fathers, 

A stubborn and rebellious generation, 

A generation that did not prepare its heart 

And whose spirit was not faithful to God.” (Psalm 78:1-8 NASB). 


Then the people rebelled against God and he allowed their sins to have 
consequences- He disciplined “those He loved” (Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6): 
“How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness 

And grieved Him in the desert! 

41 Again and again they tempted God, 

And pained the Holy One of Israel. 

42 They did not remember His power, 

The day when He redeemed them from the adversary, 

43 When He performed His signs in Egypt 

And His marvels in the field of Zoan, 

44 And turned their rivers to blood, 

And their streams, they could not drink. 

45 He sent among them swarms of flies which devoured them, 

And frogs which destroyed them. 

46 He gave also their crops to the grasshopper 


And the product of their labor to the locust. 

47 He destroyed their vines with hailstones 

And their sycamore trees with frost. 

48 He gave over their cattle also to the hailstones 
And their herds to bolts of lightning. 

49 He sent upon them His burning anger, 

Fury and indignation and trouble, 

A band of destroying angels.” (Psalm 78:40-49 NASB) 


The God chose Judah to accomplish His ultimate purpose of bringing the King of 
Kings to the earth and destroying the power of sin once and for all: 


“So He brought them to His holy land, 

To this hill country which His right hand had gained. 

55 He also drove out the nations before them 

And apportioned them for an inheritance by measurement, 
And made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. 

56 Yet they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God 
And did not keep His testimonies, 

57 But turned back and acted treacherously like their fathers; 
They turned aside like a treacherous bow. 

58 For they provoked Him with their high places 

And aroused His jealousy with their graven images. 

59 When God heard, He was filled with wrath 

And greatly abhorred Israel; 

60 So that He abandoned the dwelling place at Shiloh, 

The tent which He had pitched among men, 

61 And gave up His strength to captivity 

And His glory into the hand of the adversary. 

62 He also delivered His people to the sword, 

And was filled with wrath at His inheritance. 

63 Fire devoured His young men, 

And [ah]His virgins had no wedding songs. 

64 [ai]His priests fell by the sword, 

And [aj]JHis widows could not weep. 


65 Then the Lord awoke as if from sleep, 

Like a warrior [akJovercome by wine. 

66 He [al]drove His adversaries backward; 

He put on them an everlasting reproach. 

67 He also rejected the tent of Joseph, 

And did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, 

68 But chose the tribe of Judah, 

Mount Zion which He loved. 

69 And He built His sanctuary like the heights, 
Like the earth which He has founded forever. 
70 He also chose David His servant 

And took him from the sheepfolds; 

71 From [am]the care of the [anJewes with suckling lambs He brought him 
To shepherd Jacob His people, 


And Israel His inheritance. 
72 So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, 
And guided them with his skillful hands.“ (Psalm 78:54-72 NASB) 


The destruction of Jerusalem, and the lament and cry to God are the themes of 
Psalm 79. David Guzik’s very helpful commentary, The Enduring Word, places this 
Psalm historically after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians: “Psalm 79 
is titled, A Psalm of Asaph, though it was clearly written after the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonian armies. This event was so traumatic and important in 
the scope of Jewish history that it is described four times in the Hebrew Scriptures: 
2 Kings 25, 2 Chronicles 36:11-21, Jeremiah 39:1-14, and Jeremiah 52. Since the 
Asaph most prominent in the Old Testament lived and served during the reigns of 
King David and King Solomon, this is likely a later Asaph. 


Boice (writing regarding Psalm 74) explains the concept of a later Asaph: “Either 
this is a later Asaph, which is not unlikely since the name might have been 
perpetuated among the temple musicians, or, more likely, the name was affixed to 
many psalms produced by this body of musicians. We know that the ‘descendants 
of Asaph’ were functioning as late as the reign of Josiah (2 Chronicles 35:15).” 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-79/). 


The Psalmist writes: 

“O God, the nations have invaded Your inheritance; 

They have defiled Your holy temple; 

They have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 

2 They have given the dead bodies of Your servants for food to the birds of the 
heavens, 

The flesh of Your godly ones to the beasts of the earth. 

3 They have poured out their blood like water round about Jerusalem; 
And there was no one to bury them. 

4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, 

A scoffing and derision to those around us. 

5 How long, O Lord? Will You be angry forever? 

Will Your jealousy burn like fire? 

6 Pour out Your wrath upon the nations which do not know You, 

And upon the kingdoms which do not call upon Your name. 

7 For they have devoured Jacob 

And laid waste his habitation. 


8 Do not remember the iniquities of our forefathers against us; 
Let Your compassion come quickly to meet us, 

For we are brought very low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; 
And deliver us and forgive our sins for Your name’s sake. 
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11 Let the groaning of the prisoner come before You; 
According to the greatness of Your power preserve those who are doomed to die. 
12 And return to our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom 


The reproach with which they have reproached You, O Lord. 
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.” (Psalm 79 NASB) 


Psalm 80 is another , shorter, recounting of the history of God’s people than that in 
Psalm 78. The Psalmist uses the imagery of a vine, saved from Egypt, that is grown 
and nurtured by God. Jesus taught us that He was the Vine (John 15) in a series of 
statements that begin with “I am...” Without the nurture and care of God, we- like 
the vine- wither and die: 

“Oh, give ear, Shepherd of Israel, 

You who lead Joseph like a flock; 

You who are enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth! 

2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up Your power 

And come to save us! 
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4 O Lord God of hosts, 

How long will You be angry with the prayer of Your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, 

And You have made them to drink tears in large measure. 

6 You make us an object of contention to our neighbors, 
And our enemies laugh among themselves. 

7 O God of hosts, restore us 

And cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved. 


10 The mountains were covered with its shadow, 
And the cedars of God with its boughs. 

11 It was sending out its branches to the sea 
And its shoots to the River. 

12 Why have You broken down its hedges, 

So that all who pass that way pick its fruit? 

13 A boar from the forest eats it away 

And whatever moves in the field feeds on it. 


16 It is burned with fire, it is cut down; 

They perish at the rebuke of Your countenance. 

17 Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, 
Upon the son of man whom You made strong for Yourself. 
18 


Cause Your face to shine upon us, ae We Wilbe'aVed, "(Psalm 80 NASB 


July 9, 2019 Psalm 81-87 


God is the provider- He gives us “honey from the rock” (verse 16) even when we 
stray from Him. So great is His desire to reclaim us that He is generous and 
forgiving to His children: 

“Sing for joy to God our strength; 

Shout joyfully to the God of Jacob. 

2 Raise a song, strike the timbrel, 

The sweet sounding lyre with the harp. 

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 

At the full moon, on our feast day. 

4 For it is a statute for Israel, 

An ordinance of the God of Jacob. 

5 He established it for a testimony in Joseph 

When he went throughout the land of Egypt. 

| heard a language that | did not know: 


6 “I relieved his shoulder of the burden, 

His hands were freed from the basket. 

7 “You called in trouble and | rescued you; 

| answered you in the hiding place of thunder; 
| proved you at the waters of Meribah. Selah. 
8 “Hear, O My people, and | will admonish you; 
O Israel, if you would listen to Me! 

9 “Let there be no strange god among you; 
Nor shall you worship any foreign god. 

10 “I, the Lord, am your God, 

Who brought you up from the land of Egypt; 
Open your mouth wide and | will fill it. 


13 “Oh that My people would listen to Me, 
That Israel would walk in My ways! 

14 “I would quickly subdue their enemies 
And turn My hand against their adversaries. 

15 “Those who hate the Lord would pretend obedience to Him, 
And their time of punishment would be forever. 

16 


“But | would feed you with the finest of the wheat, 
And with honey from the rock | would satisfy you.” (Psalm 81 NASB) 


The Proverbs instruct us that there are “six things” that God hates: 
“There are six things the Lord hates, 

seven that are detestable to him: 
if haughty eyes, 


a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent blood, 


18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
19 a false witness who pours out lies 


and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.” (Provers 16:16-19 NIV) 
Psalm 82 describes still another thing that God despises- unjust judgment. When 
the justice system is not fair, it breeds cynicism, corruption and disregard for the 
law itself. The Psalmist writes: 


rZ 


? Selah. 
3 Vindicate the weak and fatherless; 

Do justice to the afflicted and destitute. 
4 Rescue the weak and needy; 

Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked. 


5 They do not know nor do they understand; 

They walk about in darkness; 

All the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

6 / said, “You are gods, 

And all of you are sons of the Most High. 

7 “Nevertheless you will die like men 

And fall like any one of the princes.” 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth! 

For it is You who possesses all the nations.” (Psalm 82 NASB) 


Psalm 83 is a cry to God to confuse and confound the enemies of the people of God 
and of God Himself. The history of God’s people was rife with danger and threats 
from the “outside” world of pagan nations, much as modern Israel is today. 


The Psalmist implores God to help: 

“O my God, make them like the whirling dust, 

Like chaff before the wind. 

14 Like fire that burns the forest 

And like a flame that sets the mountains on fire, 

15 So pursue them with Your tempest 

And terrify them with Your storm. 

16 Fill their faces with dishonor, 

That they may seek Your name, O Lord. 

17 Let them be ashamed and dismayed forever, 

And let them be humiliated and perish, 

18 That they may know that You alone, whose name is the Lord, 
Are the Most High over all the earth.” (Psalm 83:13-18 NASB) 


How lovely is your dwelling place..one of many Psalms set to music (please see 


https://kallmancreates.com/how-lovely-is-thy-dwelling-place.html). The Psalm is a 


joyous exclamation of the amazing comfort and spiritual strength gained by those 
who worship the One true God! The Psalmist writes these words: 


2 My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the Lord; 
My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

3 The bird also has found a house, 

And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 
Even Your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

My King and my God. 

4 How blessed are those who dwell in Your house! 

They are ever praising You. Selah. 


5 How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, 

In whose heart are the highways to Zion! 

6 Passing through the valley of Baca they make it a spring; 
The early rain also covers it with blessings. 

7 They go from strength to strength, 

Every one of them appears before God in Zion. 


8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
Give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah. 

9 Behold our shield, O God, 

And look upon the face of Your anointed. 


11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
The Lord gives grace and glory; 

No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
12 O Lord of hosts, 

How blessed is the man who trusts in You! (Psalm 84:1-12 NASB) 


These words echo in the glorious praise of Psalm 100: “Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him and praise his name.” (Psalm 100:4 NASB) 
Notice that the original Psalm has the word “places”- this signifies that God inhabits 
many (on fact all) places, but that the Psalmist felt especially close to God in the 
Temple. 


Presently th US political climate is extremely polarized. One can hardly speak of a 
political position without reasonable assurance that those hearing your thought 
somewhat agree with (or at least can tolerate) your opinions and thoughts. We 
have as a nation somewhat deliberately turned away from God, and the truth and 
commandments of God, to pursue what we feel are the “important things”- at least 
those which seem important to us. 


The Psalmist pleads with God to be the savior of his nation. His words could well 
have been spoken by godly men and women today: 

“Restore us, O God of our salvation, 

And cause Your indignation toward us to cease. 


5 Will You be angry with us forever? 
Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 


7 Show us Your lovingkindness, O Lord, 
And grant us Your salvation.” (Psalm 85:4-7 NASB) 


Psalm 86 is a beautiful prayer attributed to King David. David states that there is 
but One who is God, and He is worthy and magnificent, and infinitely gracious and 
kind Creator. His words reflect a deep and abiding faith: 

“Teach me Your way, O Lord; 

| will walk in Your truth; 

Unite my heart to fear Your name. 


13 For Your lovingkindness toward me is great, 
And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.” (Psalm 86:11-13 NASB) 


Psalm 87, though brief, explores the glory of citizenship in God’s family, and in 
God’s special dwelling place- Zion- the city of Jerusalem in particular (please see 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-87/) 


“His foundation is in the holy mountains. 


3 Glorious things are spoken of you, 

O city of God. Selah. 

4 “I shall mention Rahab and Babylon among those who know Me; 
Behold, Philistia and Tyre with Ethiopia: 


awn 


‘This one was born there. 

5 But of Zion it shall be said, “This one and that one were born in her”; 

And the Most High Himself will establish her. 

6 The Lord will count when He registers the peoples, 

“This one was born there.” Selah. 

7 Then those who sing as well as those who play the flutes shall say, 
“(Psalm 87 NASB) 


July 10, 2019 Psalm 88-91 


There are times when all we have is darkness and our prayers for mercy. The 
Psalmist cries out in pain, asking God to save him from his misery. These are the 
times when we experience- at least ion part- what an eternal life with out the 
presence of a loving God would be like. This is a small picture of the agony that 
those living in eternal separation from God must feel. The language is reminiscent 
of the story of the Rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31): 
“Lord, you are the God who saves me; 

day and night I cry out to you. 


2 May my prayer come before you; 
turn your ear to my cry. 


31am overwhelmed with troubles 
and my life draws near to death. 
4 1am counted among those who go down to the pit; 
! am like one without strength. 
51am set apart with the dead, 
like the slain who lie in the grave, 
whom you remember no more, 
who are cut off from your care. 


6 You have put me in the lowest pit, 
in the darkest depths. 
7 Your wrath lies heavily on me; 
you have overwhelmed me with all your waves. 
8 You have taken from me my closest friends 
and have made me repulsive to them. 
! am confined and cannot escape; 
9 my eyes are dim with grief. 


13 But I cry to you for help, Lord; 
in the morning my prayer comes before you. 
14 Why, Lord, do you reject me 
and hide your face from me?” (Psalm 88:1-14 NIV) 


Psalm 89 illustrates both halves of the Psalmist’s experience- the joy of praising God 
and enjoying His presence, and the agony of the rejection of God. Both of these 
experiences are very real, and both can guide us into deeper understanding of the 
personality and nature of God. 


The joy of the Psalmist is very real: 

“I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord forever; 

To all generations | will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth. 
2 For! have said, “Lovingkindness will be built up forever; 

In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness. ” 

3 “Il have made a covenant with My chosen; 

| have sworn to David My servant, 

4 1! will establish your seed forever 

And build up your throne to all generations.” Selah. 


5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; 

Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones. 
6 For who in the skies is comparable to the Lord? 

Who among the sons of the mighty is like the Lord, 

7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, 
And awesome above all those who are around Him? 

8 O Lord God of hosts, who Is like You, O mighty Lord? 
Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 

9 You rule the swelling of the sea; 

When its waves rise, You still them. 

10 You Yourself crushed Rahab like one who is slain; 
You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. 


11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; 

The world and all it contains, You have founded them. 

12 The north and the south, You have created them; 

Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name. 

13 You have a strong arm; 

Your hand Is mighty, Your right hand Is exalted. 

14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Lovingkindness and truth go before You. 

15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! 

O Lord, they walk in the light of Your countenance. 

16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, 

And by Your righteousness they are exalted. 

17 For You are the glory of their strength, 

And by Your favor our horn is exalted.” (Psalm 89:1-17 NASB) 


The other end of the spectrum- the agony of abandonment- is real as well: 
“But You have cast off and rejected, 

You have been full of wrath against Your anointed. 

39 You have spurned the covenant of Your servant; 
You have profaned his crown in the dust. 

40 You have broken down all his walls; 

You have brought his strongholds to ruin. 

41 All who pass along the way plunder him; 

He has become a reproach to his neighbors. 

42 You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries; 
You have made all his enemies rejoice. 

43 You also turn back the edge of his sword 

And have not made him stand in battle. 

44 You have made his splendor to cease 

And cast his throne to the ground. 

45 You have shortened the days of his youth; 

You have covered him with shame. Selah. 


46 How long, O Lord? 

Will You hide Yourself forever? 

Will Your wrath burn like fire? 

47 Remember what my span of life is; 


For what vanity You have created all the sons of men! 
48 What man can live and not see death? 
Can he deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah. 


49 Where are Your former lovingkindnesses, O Lord, 

Which You swore to David in Your faithfulness? 

50 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; 

[ah]How | bear in my bosom the reproach of all the many peoples, 
51 With which Your enemies have reproached, O Lord, 

With which they have reproached the footsteps of Your anointed. 


52 Blessed be the Lord forever! 
Amen and Amen.” (Psalm 89:38-52 NASB). 


The cycle completes itself with the return to praise in verse 52. 


Psalm 90 begins “Book 4” of the Psalms. The accompanying material suggests that 
this was a “prayer of Moses” The commentary is clarifying here (please see 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-90/). The style and language of 
this “Mosaic psalm” is similar to those recorded as being written and sung by Moses 
himself (Exodus 15 and Deuteronomy 32-33). 


The Psalmist (Moses?) writes: 

“Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were born 

Or You gave birth to the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 


3 You turn man back into dust 
And say, “Return, O children of men.” 


5 You have swept them away like a flood, they fall asleep; 
In the morning they are like grass which sprouts anew. 

6 In the morning it flourishes and sprouts anew; 

Toward evening it fades and withers away. 


7 For we have been consumed by Your anger 
And by Your wrath we have been dismayed. 
8 You have placed our iniquities before You, 
Our secret sins in the light of Your presence. 
9 For all our days have declined in Your fury; 
We have finished our years like a sigh. 
10 


11 Who understands the power of Your anger 
And Your fury, according to the fear that is due You? 


12 So teach us to number our days, 
That we may present to You a heart of wisdom. 
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17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us; 
And confirm for us the work of our hands; 
Yes, confirm the work of our hands.” (Psalm 90 NASB) 


Psalm 91 is a song of the one who has found security in the Lord. These wonderful 
words of faith attribute the peace (that passes all understanding Phil 4:7) that is a 
result of living with and trusting Him: 

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

21 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 

My God, in whom | trust!” 

3 For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper 

And from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He will cover you with His pinions, 

And under His wings you may seek refuge; 

His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. 


5 You will not be afraid of the terror by night, 
Or of the arrow that flies by day; 

6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon. 


8 You will only look on with your eyes 
And see the recompense of the wicked. 

9 For you have made the Lord, my refuge, 
Even the Most High, your dwelling place. 
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13 You will tread upon the lion and cobra, 
The young lion and the serpent you will trample down. 


14 “Because he has loved Me, therefore | will deliver him; 


/ will set him securely on high, because he has known My name. 
15 “He will call upon Me, and | will answer him; 

/ will be with him in trouble; 

/ will rescue him and honor him. 

16 “With a long life | will satisfy him 

And let him see My salvation.” (Psalm 91 NASB) 


The Enemy, who knows the Scriptures, and believes them- but is not saved by 
them- quoted Psalm 91 as a challenge to Jesus after His fast in the wilderness. 
Jesus knew the cunning strength and sly temptation of the Enemy- Satan himself- 
and responded with words of faith from Deuteronomy (6:16): 

“Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written: 


7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 


(Matthew 4:5-7 NIV) 
July 11, 2019 Psalm 92-100 


There is “no unrighteousness” in God- he will always do the right, moral and best 
thing. The faith of the Psalmist declares this to us: 

“But You have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; 

| have been anointed with fresh oil. 

11 And my eye has looked exultantly upon my foes, 

My ears hear of the evildoers who rise up against me. 

12 The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, 

He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

13 Planted in the house of the Lord, 

They will flourish in the courts of our God. 

14 They will still yield fruit in old age; 

They shall be full of sap and very green, 

15 To declare that the Lord is upright; 


.” (Psalm 92:10-15 NASB) 


The Lord is more than a Friend- He is “clothed in majesty”: 


2 Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 


3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 

The floods have lifted up their voice, 
The floods lift up their pounding waves. 
4 More than the sounds of many waters, 


Than the mighty breakers of the sea, 
The Lord on high is mighty. 

5 Your testimonies are fully confirmed; 
Holiness befits Your house, 

O Lord, forevermore.” (Psalm 93 NASB) 


The Psalmist expresses the desire that we all have at times- that he would destroy 
and remove the enemy from us- and also by doing so- from Him as well. He is able 
to withstand any enemy, but we- locked in human form- cannot: The Psalmist 
pleads with God: 

“lf the Lord had not been my help, 

My soul would soon have dwelt in the abode of silence. 

18 If | should say, “My foot has slipped,” 

Your lovingkindness, O Lord, will hold me up. 

19 When my anxious thoughts multiply within me, 

Your consolations delight my soul. 

20 Can a throne of destruction be allied with You, 

One which devises mischief by decree? 

21 They band themselves together against the life of the righteous 

And condemn the innocent to death. 

22 But the Lord has been my stronghold, 

And my God the rock of my refuge. 
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He has brought back their wickedness upon them 


What is the consequence of “testing” God’s patience? Mostly we miss the blessings 
he has for us. Wen God’s people rebelled and complained in the wilderness, God let 
them face the consequences of their distrust and disbelief. Only out of His mercy 
were they provided for. 


The Psalmist remembers that times of rebellion: 

“Come, let us worship and bow down, 

Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7 For He is our God, 

And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 
Today, if you would hear His voice, 

8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

As in the day of Massah in the wilderness, 

9 “When your fathers tested Me, 

They tried Me, though they had seen My work. 

10 “For forty years | loathed that generation, 

And said they are a people who err in their heart, 

And they do not know My ways. 

11 “Therefore | swore in My anger, 

Truly they shall not enter into My rest.” (Psalm 95:6-11 NASB) 
What is this “rest” that God speaks of...is it synonymous with the believer’s rest” we 
see in Hebrews (Hebrews 4:1-11)? 

The Enduring Word commentary 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-95/) explains some of the 


consequences of this unbelief and distrust. Even though the people knew God and 
had seen His miracles, they persisted in their rebellion and unbelief. God allowed 
this unbelieving generation to die in the wilderness until the offspring were ready to 
enter the Land of Promise. David Guzik writes: 

“Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion”: The rebellion and the day of trial 
refers primarily to the trial at Meribah (Numbers 20:1-13). But more generally it 
speaks of Israel’s refusal to trust and enter the Promised Land during the Exodus 
(Numbers 13:30-14:10). God did not accept their unbelief and condemned that 
generation of unbelief to die in the wilderness (Numbers 14:22-23 and 14:28-32). 


The appeal “do not harden your hearts” means there is some aspect of the will 
involved when it comes to the hardness (or softness) of heart. Many regard a hard 
or soft heart as something that just happens to someone and is beyond their ability 
to control. Here the Holy Spirit indicates differently.” 


Psalm 96 is a glorious call to worship- to sing to the Lord a “new song”. This new 
song is a reflection of the infinite variety and creativity of God....Jesus told us that 
he makes “all things new” (Rev 21:5). So we, in honor and tribute to God, should 
sing Him a new song as well: 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord, bless His name; 

Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. 

3 Tell of His glory among the nations, 

His wonderful deeds among all the peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 

He is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

6 Splendor and majesty are before Him, 

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.” (Psalm 96:1-6 NASB) 


Michael W. Smith’s recording “worship” begins with several readings from the 
Psalms. Michael’s daughter Anna reads from Psalm..., and the Australian Darren 
Whitehad reads to first section of Psalm 97. It is a truly memorable and inspiring 
moment of worship and praise. 


The Psalmist writes: 

“The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; 

Let the many islands be glad. 

2 Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne. 

3 Fire goes before Him 

And burns up His adversaries round about. 

4 His lightnings lit up the world; 

The earth saw and trembled. 

5 The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

6 The heavens declare His righteousness, 

And all the peoples have seen His glory.” (Psalm 97:1-6 NASB) 


The Psalmist praises God, declaring that he alone is worth and He alone judges the 
peoples with “equity”: 

“O sing to the Lord a new song, 

For He has done wonderful things, 

His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him. 

2 The Lord has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3 He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 


4 Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; 
Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

With the lyre and the sound of melody. 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
Shout joyfully before the King, the Lord. 


7 Let the sea roar and all it contains, 

The world and those who dwell! in it. 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

Let the mountains sing together for joy 

9 Before the Lord, for He is coming to judge the earth; 
He will judge the world with righteousness 

And the peoples with equity.” (Psalm 98 NASB) 


God is to be praised for His goodness and provision for His people Israel. Despite 
the imperfection of their faith and actions, the people find ways to praise God. We 
enjoy Gos all the more when we realize how undeserving we truly are: 

“The Lord reigns, let the peoples tremble; 

He is enthroned above the cherubim, let the earth shake! 

2 The Lord is great in Zion, 

And He is exalted above all the peoples. 

3 Let them praise Your great and awesome name; 

Holy is He. 

4 The strength of the King loves justice; 

You have established equity; 

You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 Exalt the Lord our God 

And worship at His footstool; 

Holy is He. 


6 Moses and Aaron were among His priests, 

And Samuel was among those who called on His name; 
They called upon the Lord and He answered them. 

7 He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; 

They kept His testimonies 

And the statute that He gave them. 

8 O Lord our God, You answered them; 

You were a forgiving God to them, 


And yet an avenger of their evil deeds. 

9 Exalt the Lord our God 

And worship at His holy hill, 

For holy is the Lord our God. (Psalm 99 NASB) 


Psalm 100 has been set to a variety of tunes, including those from the Shape Note 
tradition (please see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjQ|JWQnnEYQ). The 
modern rendition of the Doxology includes a paraphrase of this wonderful song of 
pure praise: 

“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Serve the Lord with gladness; 

Come before Him with joyful singing. 

3 Know that the Lord Himself is God; 

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 

We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 


4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving 

And His courts with praise. 

Give thanks to Him, bless His name. 

5 For the Lord is good; 

His lovingkindness is everlasting 

And His faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100 NASB) 


July 12, 2019 Psalm 101-105 


There is a fine line between recognizing and even celebrating one’s own faith and 
following the Lord and self-aggrandizement and self-righteousness. We must 
always remember that Jesus Himself said that we should love others “as ourselves” 
(Mark 12:30-31) 

The Psalmist asserts to God that he has been faithful and upright, and zealous 
about removing the “unholy” from his own life: 

“I will sing of lovingkindness and justice, 

To You, O Lord, | will sing praises. 

2 | will give heed to the blameless way. 

When will You come to me? 


3 / will set no worthless thing before my eyes; 
| hate the work of those who fall away; 

It shall not fasten its grip on me. 

4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; 

| will know no evil. 
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6 My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; 
He who walks in a blameless way is the one who will minister to me. 

7 He who practices deceit shall not dwell within my house; 

He who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his position before me. 

8 Every morning | will destroy all the wicked of the land, 


So as to cut off from the city of the Lord all those who do iniquity.” (Psalm 101 
NASB) 


Psalm 102 is a two-part psalm- part 1 is a lament over the brokenness, pain and 
misery of the psalmist- the servant of God who is in misery. It echoes some of the 
plaintive cries from Job: 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord! 

And let my cry for help come to You. 

2 Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my distress; 

Incline Your ear to me; 

In the day when !| call answer me quickly. 

3 For my days have been consumed in smoke, 

And my bones have been scorched like a hearth. 

4 My heart has been smitten like grass and has withered away, 

Indeed, | forget to eat my bread. 


9 For | have eaten ashes like bread 
And mingled my drink with weeping 

10 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath, 

For You have lifted me up and cast me away. 

11 My days are like a lengthened shadow, 

And | wither away like grass.” (Psalm 102:1-11 NASB) 


Then the Psalmist turns his attention to God- the source of all good gifts, the author 
of faith, the protector of the weak and failing, and praised Him. Part 2 of the Psalm 
is this statement of faith: 


For the appointed time has come. 

14 Surely Your servants find pleasure in her stones 
And feel pity for her dust. 

15 So the nations will fear the name of the Lord 
And all the kings of the earth Your glory. 

16 For the Lord has built up Zion; 

He has appeared in His glory. 

17 He has regarded the prayer of the destitute 
And has not despised their prayer. 
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: 


23 He has weakened my strength in the way; 

He has shortened my days. 

24 1say, “O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days, 
Your years are throughout all generations. 

25 “Of old You founded the earth, 

And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 

26 “Even they will perish, but You endure; 

And all of them will wear out like a garment; 

Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. 

27 “But You are the same, 

And Your years will not come to an end. 

28 “The children of Your servants will continue, 

And their descendants will be established before You.” (Psalm 102:12-28 NASB) 


The Psalmist praises God for His infinite mercies- He forgives us in His mercy and 
does not (rightfully) punish us because of His great love and mercy: 

“As for man, his days are like grass; 

As a flower of the field, so he flourishes. 

16 When the wind has passed over it, it is no more, 

And its place acknowledges it no longer. 

17 But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those 
who fear Him, 

And His righteousness to children’s children, 

18 To those who keep His covenant 

And remember His precepts to do them. 


19 The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, 
And His sovereignty rules over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, you His angels, 

Mighty in strength, who perform His word, 

Obeying the voice of His word! 

21 Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, 

You who serve Him, doing His will. 

22 Bless the Lord, all you works of His, 

In all places of His dominion; 

Bless the Lord, O my soul!” (Psalm 103: 15-22 NASB) 


Psalm 104 is a song of praise for the beautiful and intricate creativity and care that 
God exhibits over His world and all that is on it: 


25 There is the sea, great and broad, 

In which are swarms without number, 

Animals both small and great. 

26 There the ships move along, 

And Leviathan, which You have formed to sport in it. 


27 They all wait for You 

To give them their food in due season. 

28 You give to them, they gather it up; 

You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good. 
29 You hide Your face, they are dismayed; 

You take away their spirit, they expire 

And return to their dust. 

30 You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; 
And You renew the face of the ground. 


35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth 
And let the wicked be no more. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 104:24-35 NASB) 


God’s love and protection for His people Israel is celebrated in song in Psalm 105. 
God's great protection, plans, and desires for His people are recounted and 
celebrated. The translator’s note and summary is “The Lord’s Wonderful Works in 
Behalf of Israel”. God is indeed the Lord of all history and all that happens on His 
earth: 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; 

Make known His deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Speak of all His wonders. 

3 Glory in His holy name; 

Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. 

4 Seek the Lord and His strength; 

Seek His face continually. 

5 Remember His wonders which He has done, 

His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth, 

6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, 

O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

7 He is the Lord our God; 

His judgments are in all the earth. 


8 He has remembered His covenant forever, 

The word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 
9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, 
And His oath to Isaac. 

10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 

To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11 Saying, “To you | will give the land of Canaan 
As the portion of your inheritance,” 

12 When they were only a few men in number, 
Very few, and strangers in it. 

13 And they wandered about from nation to nation, 
From one kingdom to another people. 

14 He permitted no man to oppress them, 

And He reproved kings for their sakes: 

15 “Do not touch My anointed ones, 

And do My prophets no harm.” 


16 And He called for a famine upon the land; 
He broke the whole staff of bread. 

17 He sent a man before them, 

Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

18 They afflicted his feet with fetters, 

He himself was laid in irons; 

19 Until the time that his word came to pass, 
The word of the Lord tested him. 

20 The king sent and released him, 

The ruler of peoples, and set him free. 

21 He made him lord of his house 

And ruler over all his possessions, 

22 To imprison his princes at will, 

That he might teach his elders wisdom. 

23 Israel also came into Egypt; 

Thus Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 

24 And He caused His people to be very fruitful, 
And made them stronger than their adversaries. 


25 He turned their heart to hate His people, 
To deal craftily with His servants. 

26 He sent Moses His servant, 

And Aaron, whom He had chosen. 

27 They performed His wondrous acts among them, 
And miracles in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness and made it dark; 

And they did not rebel against His words. 

29 He turned their waters into blood 

And caused their fish to die. 

30 Their land swarmed with frogs 

Even in the chambers of their kings. 

31 He spoke, and there came a swarm of flies 
And gnats in all their territory. 


32 He gave them hail for rain, 

And flaming fire in their land. 

33 He struck down their vines also and their fig trees, 
And shattered the trees of their territory. 

34 He spoke, and locusts came, 

And young locusts, even without number, 

35 And ate up all vegetation in their land, 

And ate up the fruit of their ground. 

36 He also struck down all the firstborn in their land, 
The first fruits of all their vigor. 


37 Then He brought them out with silver and gold, 

And among His tribes there was not one who stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad when they departed, 

For the dread of them had fallen upon them. 

39 He spread a cloud for a covering, 

And fire to illumine by night. 

40 They asked, and He brought quail, 

And satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 


41 


43 And He brought forth His people with joy, 
His chosen ones with a joyful shout. 


(Psalm 105 NASB) 


July 13, 2019 Psalm 106-107 


Some of the Psalms recount and revisit the history of God’s people and His dealings 
with them. Psalm 106 is such a Psalm. The first section is a call to praise God for 
His kindness and love, and His protection of the people He has chosen to bless the 
earth: 


2 Who can speak of the mighty deeds of the Lord, 
Or can show forth all His praise? 

3 How blessed are those who keep justice, 

Who practice righteousness at all times! 


4 Remember me, O Lord, in Your favor toward Your people; 
Visit me with Your salvation, 

5 That | may see the prosperity of Your chosen ones, 

That | may rejoice in the gladness of Your nation, 


That | may glory with Your inheritance.” (Psalm 106:1-4 NASB) 


The Psalmist then laments that the people of his time sinned just as those in the 
past had: 


9 Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up, 
And He led them through the deeps, as through the wilderness. 
10 So He saved them from the hand of the one who hated them, 
And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 

11 The waters covered their adversaries; 

Not one of them was left. 

12 Then they believed His words; 

They sang His praise. 


13 They quickly forgot His works; 

They did not wait for His counsel, 

14 But craved intensely in the wilderness, 
And tempted God in the desert. 

15 So He gave them their request, 

But sent a wasting disease among them. 


16 When they became envious of Moses in the camp, 
And of Aaron, the holy one of the Lord, 

17 The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 

And engulfed the company of Abiram. 

18 And a fire blazed up in their company; 

The flame consumed the wicked. 


19 They made a calf in Horeb 

And worshiped a molten image. 

20 Thus they exchanged their glory 

For the image of an ox that eats grass. 

21 They forgot God their Savior, 

Who had done great things in Egypt, 

22 Wonders in the land of Ham 

And awesome things by the Red Sea. 

23 Therefore He said that He would destroy them, 
Had not Moses His chosen one stood in the breach before Him, 
To turn away His wrath from destroying them. 

24 Then they despised the pleasant land; 

They did not believe in His word, 

25 But grumbled in their tents; 

They did not listen to the voice of the Lord. 


26 Therefore He swore to them 

That He would cast them down in the wilderness, 

27 And that He would cast their seed among the nations 
And scatter them in the lands. 


28 They joined themselves also to Baal-peor, 

And ate sacrifices offered to the dead. 

29 Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds, 
And the plague broke out among them. 

30 Then Phinehas stood up and interposed, 

And so the plague was stayed. 

31 And it was reckoned to him for righteousness, 

To all generations forever. 


32 They also provoked Him to wrath at the waters of Meribah, 
So that it went hard with Moses on their account; 

33 Because they were rebellious against His Spirit, 

He spoke rashly with his lips. 


34 They did not destroy the peoples, 

As the Lord commanded them, 

35 But they mingled with the nations 

And learned their practices, 

36 And served their idols, 

Which became a snare to them. 

37 They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons, 
38 And shed innocent blood, 

The blood of their sons and their daughters, 
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; 
And the land was polluted with the blood. 

39 Thus they became unclean in their practices, 
And played the harlot in their deeds. 


and Ne abhored Hsinheriance 


.” (Psalm 106:6-41 NASB) 


“Nevertheless” the Psalmist declares, God was forgiving and restored His people, 
out of His love and kindness: 


46 He also made them objects of compassion 
In the presence of all their captors. 


47 Save us, O Lord our God, 
And gather us from among the nations, 
To give thanks to Your holy name 


And glory in Your praise. 

48 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
From everlasting even to everlasting. 

And let all the people say, “Amen.” 

Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 106:44-48 NASB) 


Psalm 107 is a psalm of praise to God for His mighty deliverance from peril and 
foes. Some seafaring peoples have been especially attracted to the section of the 
Psalm dealing with deliverance from the perils of the seas, especially in verses 23 
and 24: 

“Those who go down to the sea in ships, 

Who do business on great waters; 

24 They have seen the works of the Lord, 

And His wonders in the deep.” (Psalm 107:23-24 NASB) 


There are a long list of perils that God has delivered His people from, including the 
deserts, foreign enemies, and the poverty that is ruinous to so many: 


“Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
And He brought them out of their distresses. 


30 Then they were glad because they were quiet, 

So He guided them to their desired haven. 

31 Let them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, 
And for His wonders to the sons of men! 

32 Let them extol Him also in the congregation of the people, 
And praise Him at the seat of the elders. 


39 When they are diminished and bowed down 

Through oppression, misery and sorrow, 

40 He pours contempt upon princes 

And makes them wander in a pathless waste. 

41 But He sets the needy securely on high away from affliction, 
And makes his families like a flock. 

42 The upright see it and are glad; 

But all unrighteousness shuts its mouth. 


43 Who is wise? Let him give heed to these things, 
And consider the lovingkindnesses of the Lord.” (Psalm 107:28-43 NASB) 


Some went down to the sea-in-ships-doing 
business on ‘the great waters; they saw the 


his wondrous works 
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July 14, 2019 Psalm 108-118 


Psalm 108 is titled by the translators as “God Praised and Supplicated to Give 
Victory”. This Psalm was also used by Michael Smith’s daughter at the beginning of 
the classic CD “Worship”. One might wonder if the Psalmist is praising God in order 
to better insure victory over the enemy. The praise, however, does not seem to be 
connected directly to the desired result. Instead, the Psalmist is reminding himself 
(and us) of the character of God, which among other things hates evil: 

“My heart is steadfast, O God; 

/ will sing, | will sing praises, even with my soul. 

2 Awake, harp and lyre; 

| will awaken the dawn! 

3 | will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples, 

And | will sing praises to You among the nations. 

4 For Your lovingkindness is great above the heavens, 

And Your truth reaches to the skies. 

5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, 

And Your glory above all the earth. 

6 That Your beloved may be delivered, 


Save with Your right hand, and answer me! 


7 God has spoken in His holiness: 

“| will exult, | will portion out Shechem 
And measure out the valley of Succoth. 
8 “Gilead is Mine, Manasseh is Mine; 
Ephraim also is the helmet of My head; 
Judah is My scepter. 

9 “Moab is My washbowl; 

Over Edom | shall throw My shoe; 

Over Philistia | will shout aloud.” 


10 Who will bring me into the besieged city? 
Who will lead me to Edom? 

11 Have not You Yourself, O God, rejected us? 
And will You not go forth with our armies, O God? 
IZ 
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Psalm 109 is basically the same request as 108. The Psalmist invokes God’s power 
and victory over enemies: 

“O God of my praise, 

Do not be silent! 

2 For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; 
They have spoken against me with a lying tongue. 

3 They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, 

And fought against me without cause. 

4 In return for my love they act as my accusers; 

But | am in prayer. 

5 Thus they have repaid me evil for good 

And hatred for my love. 


6 Appoint a wicked man over him, 
And let an accuser stand at his right hand. 


10 Let his children wander about and beg; 

And let them seek sustenance far from their ruined homes. 
11 Let the creditor seize all that he has, 

And let strangers plunder the product of his labor. 

12 Let there be none to extend lovingkindness to him, 

Nor any to be gracious to his fatherless children. 

13 Let his posterity be cut off; 

In a following generation let their name be blotted out. 


14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the Lord, 
And do not let the sin of his mother be blotted out.” (Psalm 109 1-14 NASB) 


The Psalmist is not shy about his requests...he wishes that the posterity of the 
wicked be “cut off” and their names “blotted out” (verse 13) 


Jesus quoted Psalm 110 to “baffle” the Pharisees...He asked them how could this 
seeming contradiction or riddle be?: 

“The Lord says to my Lord: 

“Sit at My right hand 

Until |! make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 

2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, 

“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” 

3 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; 

In holy array, from the womb of the dawn, 

Your youth are to You as the dew. 


4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, 
“You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek.” 

5 The Lord is at Your right hand; 

He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath. 

6 He will judge among the nations, 

He will fill them with corpses, 

He will shatter the chief men over a broad country. 

7 He will drink from the brook by the wayside; 
Therefore He will lift up His head.” (Psalm 110 NASB) 


This Messianic and prophetic Psalm is quoted extensively in the New Testament to 
support the Lordship and “God-ness” of Jesus as well as to identify the Triune God. 


(Please see: https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-110/). 


The Psalmist provides us a treasure of wisdom and praise in Psalm 111. “The fear 
of the Lord” is stated to be the beginning of wisdom. Our understanding is at best 
limited- not only because of the shallowness of our spiritual lives, but also because 
of the lack of true knowledge and wisdom as to the ways and precepts of God. One 
person likened it to a grasshopper trying to understand differential equations (which 
| only had a brief brush with in my college experience at Georgia Tech). The 
Psalmist writes: 

“Praise the Lord. 


/ will extol the Lord with all my heart 
in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 


° Gey are pondered by all who delight them. 


5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
he remembers his covenant forever. 


6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
giving them the lands of other nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established for ever and ever, 
enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He provided redemption for his people; 
he ordained his covenant forever— 
holy and awesome Is his name. 


10 
.” (Psalm 111 NIV) 


Psalm 112 follows the same pattern as Psalm 111- it is an acrostic poem. (Please 
see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acrostic). In these two examples, the first letter of 
each line is a letter of the alphabet in sequence: “Relatively simple acrostics may 
merely spell out the letters of the alphabet in order; such an acrostic may be called 
an ‘alphabetical acrostic' or Abecedarius. These acrostics occur in the first four of 
the five chapters that make up the Book of Lamentations, in the praise of the good 
wife in Proverbs 31, 10-31, and in Psalms 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119 and 145 of the 
Hebrew Bible. Notable among the acrostic Psalms is the long Psalm 119, which 
typically is printed in subsections named after the 22 letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet, each section consisting of 8 verses, each of which begins with the same 
letter of the alphabet and the entire psalm consisting of 22 x 8 = 176 verses; and 
Psalm 145, which is recited three times a day in the Jewish services.” 


Both of these ten-verse Psalms begin with the words “Praise the Lord” or “Hallelu 
Yah” in Hebrew (from which we derive the English word “Hallelujah”) 


“Praise the Lord. 


2 Their children will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
and their righteousness endures forever. 
4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, 
for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous. 
5 Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, 
who conduct their affairs with justice. 


9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, 
their righteousness endures forever; 
their horn will be lifted high in honor. 


10 The wicked will see and be vexed, 
they will gnash their teeth and waste away; 
the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.” (Psalm 112 NIV) 


Psalm 113 is another example of “pure praise”. God is exalted, magnified and 
praised...he alone is worthy (Revelation 5:1-10): 
“1 Praise the Lord. 


Praise the Lord, you his servants; 
praise the name of the Lord. 

2 Let the name of the Lord be praised, 
both now and forevermore. 

3 From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, 
the name of the Lord is to be praised. 


4 The Lord is exalted over all the nations, 
his glory above the heavens. 


Praise the Lord.” (Psalm 113 NIV) 


The Psalmist praises the God who works miracles for the benefit of the people that 
He has called and loved, the very people that He provided for in the wilderness: 
“Praise the Lord. 


3 The sea looked and fled, 
the Jordan turned back; 


4 the mountains leaped like rams, 
the hills like lambs. 


5 Why was it, sea, that you fled? 
Why, Jordan, did you turn back? 

6 Why, mountains, did you leap like rams, 
you hills, like lambs? 


7 Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 


.” (Psalm 114 NIV) 


| 


The first commandment has to do with worshipping God, and God only. Throughout 
history men have substituted the “created” for the Creator as objects of worship 
and devotion. Such idol worship was often accompanied by cruel and immoral 
rituals such as child sacrifice or cult prostitution. God clearly directs us to Himself 
as the only object of true worship: 
“Not to us, Lord, not to us 

but to your name be the glory, 

because of your love and faithfulness. 


9 All you Israelites, trust in the Lord— 
he is their help and shield. 

10 House of Aaron, trust in the Lord— 
he is their help and shield. 

11 You who fear him, trust in the Lord— 
he is their help and shield. 


12 The Lord remembers us and will bless us: 
He will bless his people Israel, 
he will bless the house of Aaron, 

13 he will bless those who fear the Lord— 
small and great alike. 


14 May the Lord cause you to flourish, 
both you and your children. 

15 May you be blessed by the Lord, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. 
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Praise the Lord.” (Psalm 115 NIV) 


The translator’s title for Psalm 116 is “Thanksgiving for Deliverance from Death”- an 
appropriate summary of this Psalm. Many is the time that we escape tragedy, 
illness, or even life threatening circumstances because of the protective grace of 
God. The Psalmist profoundly thanks God and praises Him for His deliverance: 

“| love the Lord, because He hears 

My voice and my supplications. 

2 Because He has inclined His ear to me, 

Therefore | shall call upon Him as long as | live. 

3 The cords of death encompassed me 

And the terrors of Sheol came upon me; 

| found distress and sorrow. 

4 Then | called upon the name of the Lord: 

“O Lord, | beseech You, save my life!” 


5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

Yes, our God is compassionate. 

6 The Lord preserves the simple; 

| was brought low, and He saved me. 

7 Return to your rest, O my soul, 

For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 


12 What shall | render to the Lord 
For all His benefits toward me? 

13 | shall lift up the cup of salvation 
And call upon the name of the Lord. 
14 


19 In the courts of the Lord’s house, 
In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 116 NASB) 


Psalm 117 is perhaps the shortest “chapter” in the Scriptures. Its brevity does not 
indicate its importance. Now, as always, we should lift up our voices in praise of the 
One who delivers us and blesses us beyond our deserving or imagination: 

“Praise the Lord, all nations; 

Laud Him, all peoples! 
2 For 
And 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 117 NASB) 


is great toward us, 


The Enduring Word commentary is especially helpful here 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-117/). In it we find these 
words:” “This is the shortest song in the whole collection, but there is none greater 
or grander in its expression of praise.” (G. Campbell Morgan) 


“Martin Luther devoted thirty-six pages to this psalm, expounding it in four 
important categories: (1) prophecy (the Gentiles will participate in gospel 
blessings), (2) revelation (the kingdom of Christ is not earthly and temporal but 
rather heavenly and eternal), (3) instruction (we are saved by faith alone and not by 
works, wisdom, or holiness), and (4) admonition (we should praise God for such a 
great salvation).” James Montgomery Boice)” 


Psalm 118 is the last “short” Psalm before the magnificent Psalm 119- an extended 
acrostic poem. Psalm 118:22-23 was quoted by Jesus describing Himself as the 
“stone” that the builders cast away (Matthew 21:42, Mark 12:10-11, and Luke 
20:17. ) It was particularly beloved to Martin Luther, who had Psalm 118:17 written 
against his study wall (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-118/). 
Job may have felt the same way as the Psalmist in verse 18 - Job was afflicted but 
not slain by the Lord: 


“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

2 Oh let Israel say, 

“His lovingkindness Is everlasting.” 

3 Oh let the house of Aaron say, 

“His lovingkindness Is everlasting.” 


4 Oh let those who fear the Lord say, 
“His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 


7 The Lord is for me among those who help me; 

Therefore | will look with satisfaction on those who hate me. 
8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord 

Than to trust in man. 

9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord 

Than to trust in princes. 


10 All nations surrounded me; 

In the name of the Lord | will surely cut them off. 
11 They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me; 
In the name of the Lord | will surely cut them off. 
12 They surrounded me like bees; 

They were extinguished as a fire of thorns; 

In the name of the Lord | will surely cut them off. 
13 You pushed me violently so that | was falling, 
But the Lord helped me. 

14 The Lord is my strength and song, 

And He has become my salvation. 


15 The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; 
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 

16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 

17 


19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; 

/ shall enter through them, | shall give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

The righteous will enter through it. 

211 shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, 
And You have become my salvation. 


24 This is the day which the Lord has made; 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 O Lord, do save, we beseech You; 

O Lord, we beseech You, do send prosperity! 


26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; 
We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, and He has given us light; 

Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and | give thanks to You; 

You are my God, | extol You. 

29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.” (Psalm 118 NASB) 


July 15, 2019 Psalm 119 


From the shortest (Psalm 117) to the longest (Psalm 119) in a matter of two 
“chapters! This very long Psalm is an alphabetic acrostic, with 22 sections 
corresponding to the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Please see: 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-119/ for more details. In this 
reference we find these helpful words: “The Psalm is arranged in an acrostic 
pattern. There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and this Psalm contains 22 
units of 8 verses each. Each of the 22 sections is given to a letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, and each line in that section begins with that letter. The closest parallel to 
this pattern in Scripture is found in Lamentations 3, which is also divided into 22 
sections, and there are a few other passages in the Hebrew Scriptures which use an 
acrostic pattern. 


Since this is a Psalm glorifying God and His Word, it refers to Scripture over and 
over again. The psalm is remarkable for how often it refers to God’s written 
revelation, His word. It is referred to in almost every verse. The Masorites said that 
the Word of God is mentioned in every verse except Psalm 119:122. Other people 
reckon differently (with disagreement about verses 84, 90, 121, and 132). But 
Scripture is mentioned in at least 171 of the 176 verses.” 


These 176 verse have a common theme, a meditation on and consideration of the 
Law- the precious gift of a loving God. The translator’s note reflects this constant 
and consistent theme: “Meditations and Prayers Relating to the Law of God.” 

The first section (Aleph) illustrates the format and wonderful content: 

“How blessed are those whose way is blameless, 

Who walk in 

2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, 

Who seek Him with all their heart. 

3 They also do no unrighteousness; 

They walk 

4 You have ordained Your precepts, 
That we should keep them diligently. 

5 Oh that my ways ma Ma be established 
To keep 
6 Then | shall not be See 
When | look upon all 
7 | shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, 
When | learn Your righteous judgments. 

8 | shall keep 
Do not forsake me utterly! (Psalm 117:1-8 NASB) 


In these first eight verses we see a variety of synonyms that explore the richness 
and variety of God’s Word: “law, testimony, Ways, precepts, statutes, 
commandments”, and repeating- “statutes”. 


The Psalmist experiences the joy and majesty in the treasure we call God’s Word, 
and is allowing God to speak to him in a fresh new way as the Spirit of truth guides 
Him. This is where we seek refreshment, comfort, and needed guidance and 
correction for victorious living! 


The Psalm is not a mechanical artifact, or a demonstration of the skillful craft of 
writing, but is instead a reflection on the whole of the Law- whose joy in its 
discovery and application is inexhaustible. 


The Enduring Word commentary add this: 
“In this Psalm there are 8 basic words used to describe the Scriptures, God’s written 
revelation to us: 


Law (torah, used 25 times in Psalm 119): “Its parent verb means ‘teach’ or ‘direct’; 
therefore coming from God it means both ‘law’ and ‘revelation.’ It can be used of a 
single command or of a whole body of law.” (Kidner) 

Word (dabar, used 24 times): The idea is of the spoken word, God’s revealed word 
to man. “Proceeding from his mouth and revealed by him to us.” (Poole) 

Judgments (mispatim, used 23 times): “From shaphat, to judge, determine, 
regulate, order, and discern, because they judge concerning our words and works; 
show the rules by which they should be regulated; and cause us to discern what is 
right and wrong, and decide accordingly.” (Clarke) 

Testimonies (edut/edot, used 23 times): This word is related to the word for witness. 
To obey His testimonies “signifies loyalty to the terms of the covenant made 
between the Lord and Israel.” (VanGemeren) 

Commandments (miswah/miswot, used 22 times): “This word emphasizes the 
straight authority of what is said... the right to give orders.” (Kidner) 

Statutes (huqqim, used 21 times): The noun is derived from the root verb “engrave” 
or “inscribe”; the idea is of the written word of God and the authority of His written 
word. “Declaring his authority and power of giving us laws.” (Poole) 

Precepts (piqqudim, used 21 times): “This is a word drawn from the sphere of an 
officer or overseer, and man who is responsible to look closely into a situation and 
take action... So the word points to the particular instructions of the Lord, as of one 
who cares about detail.” (Kidner) 

Word (imrah, used 19 times): Similar in meaning to dabar, yet a different term. “The 
‘word’ may denote anything God has spoken, commanded, or promised.” 
(VanGemeren)” 


It is not, as Guzman points out, worship of the Word itself but of the Creator who 
inspired and directed its writing. 


What should we “take” from this ,ongest Psalm...what is the “bottom line” or “take 
home message”? The wonderful “Got Questions” 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/Psalm-119.html) website answers at least some of 


these questions:” Question: "What should we learn from Psalm 119?" 


Answer: Containing 176 verses, Psalm 119 is the longest single chapter in the Bible. 
The author of Psalm 119 is unknown, but most scholars agree that it was written by 
David, Ezra, or Daniel. Each of these proposed authors suffered serious difficulties in 
his life, and the author of Psalm 119 reflects that in descriptions of plots, slanders, 
and taunts against him (verses 23, 42, 51, 150 ), persecutions (verses 61, 86, 95, 
110, 121, 134, 157, 161 ), and afflictions (verses 67, 71, 143, 153). The persecution 
and affliction of the man (and woman) of God is a major theme of Psalm 119. 


Another prominent theme in Psalm 119 is the profound truth that the Word of God is 
all-sufficient. Psalm 119 is an expansion of Psalm 19:7-9: “The law of the LORD is 
perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise 
the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The 
commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is 
pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether 
righteous.” There are eight different terms referring to the Word of God throughout 
the psalm: law, testimonies, precepts, statues, commandments, judgments, word, 
and ordinances. In almost every verse, the Word of God is mentioned. Psalm 119 
affirms not only the character of the Scriptures, but it affirms that God’s Word 
reflects the very character of God Himself. Notice these attributes of God ascribed 
to Scripture in Psalm 119: 


. Righteousness (verses 7, 62, 75, 106, 123, 138, 144, 160, 164, 172) 
. Trustworthiness (verse 42) 

. Truthfulness (verses 43, 142, 151, 160) 

. Faithfulness (verse 86) 

. Unchangeableness (verse 89) 

. Eternality (verses 90,152) 

. Light (verse 105) 

. Purity (verse 140) 
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The format of Psalm 119 is an alphabetic acrostic, meaning that the first letters of 
each line in Hebrew follow through the alphabet, 8 lines per letter, thus 8 lines x 22 
letters in Hebrew = 176 lines. One message of this psalm is that we are to live a 
lifestyle that demonstrates obedience to the Lord, who is a God of order (hence the 
acrostic structure), not of chaos. 


The psalm opens with two beatitudes. “Blessed” are those whose ways are 
blameless, who live according to God’s law, who keep His statutes and seek Him 
with all their heart. The author of the psalm is a man who has known great trouble 
in his life, but also one who has come through it with a deep and passionate 
understanding of God’s unfailing love and compassion (Psalm 119:75-77). 
Throughout his affliction, the author clings to the truths he learns from the 
Scriptures, which are eternal and “stand firm in the heavens” (Psalm 119:89-91). 
His love for the Word of God and his dedication to remember it and live by it is a 
theme that is repeated over and over (verses 11, 15-16, 24, 34, 44, 47, 55, 60, etc.) 


These are the lessons for us in this great psalm. The Word of God is sufficient to 
make us wise, train us in righteousness, and equip us for every good work (2 
Timothy 3:15-17). The Scriptures are a reflection of God’s nature, and from them 


we learn that we can trust His character and His plan and purposes for mankind, 
even when those plans include affliction and persecution. Blessed indeed are we if 
our delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law we meditate day and night 
(Psalm 1:2).” 


July 18, 2019 Psalm 120-131 


Psalm 120 is described as a “psalm of ascents” . This song, along with several 
others in this sequence, are described and explained in the website “Got 


Questions?” (https://www.gotquestions.org/Songs-of-Ascent.html). 


The description 


given is as follows: 
Question: "What are the Songs of Ascent?" 


Answer: The Songs of Ascent are a special group of psalms comprising Psalms 120— 
134. They are also called Pilgrim Songs. Four of these songs are attributed to King 
David (122, 124, 131, 133) and one to Solomon (127), while the remaining ten are 
anonymous. 


The city of Jerusalem is situated on a high hill. Jews traveling to Jerusalem for one of 
the three main annual Jewish festivals traditionally sang these songs on the 
“ascent” or the uphill road to the city. According to some traditions, the Jewish 
priests also sang some of these Songs of Ascent as they walked up the steps to the 
temple in Jerusalem. 


Each of the psalms in this collection begins with the title “A Song of Ascents.” While 
perhaps they were not originally composed for this purpose, these psalms were 
later grouped together for use in traveling toward Jerusalem for the yearly Jewish 


festivals. 


The theme of each Song of Ascent offers much encouragement for those who seek 
to worship God today: 


Psalm 120 
Psalm 121 


Psalm 122: 
Psalm 123: 
Psalm 124: 
Psalm 125: 
Psalm 126: 
Psalm 127: 
Psalm 128: 
Psalm 129: 
Psalm 130: 
Psalm 131: 
Psalm 132: 
Psalm 133: 
Psalm 134: 


God’s presence during distress 

Joyful praise to the Lord 

Prayer for Jerusalem 

Patience for God’s mercy 

Help comes from the Lord 

Prayer for God’s blessing upon His people 
The Lord has done great things 

God’s blessing on man’s efforts 

Joy for those who follow God’s ways 

A cry for help to the Lord 

A prayer of repentance 

Surrender as a child to the Lord 

God’s sovereign plan for His people 
Praise of brotherly fellowship and unity 
Praise to God in His temple 


The Songs of Ascent continue to find a place among the many hymns and songs of 
worship of Jews and Christians today. They serve as powerful examples of how we 
can express our worship and love for God through the power of song.” 


Psalm 120 is a cry for deliverance from surrounding enemies, and a thanks for 
God's protection: 

“In my trouble | cried to the Lord, 

And He answered me. 

2 Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, 

From a deceitful tongue. 

3 What shall be given to you, and what more shall be done to you, 

You deceitful tongue? 

4 Sharp arrows of the warrior, 

With the burning coals of the broom tree. 


5 Woe is me, for! sojourn in Meshech, 
For | dwell among the tents of Kedar! 

6 Too long has my soul had its dwelling 
With those who hate peace. 

7 1am for peace, but when | speak, 
They are for war.” (Psalm 120 NASB) 


Psalm 121 has found its way into contemporary worship in a number of settings 


(please see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psF9DtOGHyqg; and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k47xB8eoT5q) 


The help that God gives s comes from “the hills”...the Psalmist’s way of expressing 
that which is High and Lifted up: 

“| will lift up my eyes to the mountains; 

From where shall my help come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

3 He will not allow your foot to slip; 

He who keeps you will not slumber. 

4 Behold, He who keeps Israel 

Will neither slumber nor sleep. 


5 The Lord is your keeper; 

The Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

6 The sun will not smite you by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord will protect you from all evil; 

He will keep your soul. 

8 The Lord will guard your going out and your coming in 
From this time forth and forever.” (Psalm 121 NASB) 


As the Pilgrims approached Jerusalem, they sand with delight that they were 
literally going into “the house of the Lord”. How delightful it is to worship in a spirit 
of adoration and praise, lifting song, hands and heart to receive blessings from the 
Lord. 


We also in these troubled times reflect and repeat the admonition to pray for the 
“peace of Israel”. This elusive peace will come at last when He comes in victory, 
bringing a new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2): 


2 Our feet are standing 

Within your gates, O Jerusalem, 

3 Jerusalem, that is built 

As a city that is compact together; 

4 To which the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord— 
An ordinance for Israel— 

To give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

5 For there thrones were set for judgment, 

The thrones of the house of David. 
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7 “May peace be within your walls, 

And prosperity within your palaces.” 

8 For the sake of my brothers and my friends, 

! will now say, “May peace be within you.” 

9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
/ will seek your good.” (Psalm 123 NASB) 


eS ; 
os = — 
The New Jerusalem (https://www.biblword.net/is-it-true-that-there-is-a-new- 


jerusalem-in-heaven/) 


Psalm 123 continues the theme of 122- the proper place for God is high, exalted, 


above all kingdoms- above all kings (please see https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
V=Q7EPZV56PuA). 


Michael W. Smith’s praise song “Above All” captures some of the spirit of this song: 
Above All 

Michael W. Smith 

Above all powers 

Above all kings 

Above all nature and all created things 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began 

Above all kingdoms 

Above all thrones 

Above all wonders the world has ever known 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 
There's no way to measure what you're worth 


Crucified 

Laid behind the stone 

You lived to die 

Rejected and alone 

Like a rose trampled on the ground 
You took the fall 

And thought of me 

Above all 


Above all powers 

Above all kings 

Above all nature and all created things 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began” 


The Psalmist writes: 

“To You | lift up my eyes, 

O You who are enthroned in the heavens! 

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, 
As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the Lord our God, 

Until He is gracious to us. 


3 Be gracious to us, O Lord, be gracious to us, 

For we are greatly filled with contempt. 

4 Our soul is greatly filled 

With the scoffing of those who are at ease, 

And with the contempt of the proud.” (Psalm 123 NASB) 


David literally lived in fear for his life for years as he was pursued by the vengeful 
Saul. It is clear that David understood full well the meaning of “escape” and 
“deliverance”. It was his heartfelt thought so many times that “were it not for the 


Lord” he would never have escaped his enemies. This Psalm reflects that gratitude 
for deliverance: 

“Had it not been the Lord who was on our side,” 

Let Israel now say, 

2 “Had it not been the Lord who was on our side 

When men rose up against us, 

3 Then they would have swallowed us alive, 

When their anger was kindled against us; 

4 Then the waters would have engulfed us, 

The stream would have swept over our soul; 

5 Then the raging waters would have swept over our soul.” 


6 Blessed be the Lord, 

Who has not given us to be torn by their teeth. 

7 Our soul has escaped as a bird out of the snare of the trapper; 
The snare is broken and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 124 NASB) 


As the mountains surround Israel, so the Lord God “surrounds His people”. The 
Psalmist gratefully writes these words of thanksgiving: 

“Those who trust in the Lord 

Are as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved but abides forever. 

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

So the Lord surrounds His people 

From this time forth and forever. 

3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest upon the land of the righteous, 
So that the righteous will not put forth their hands to do wrong. 


4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good 

And to those who are upright in their hearts. 

5 But as for those who turn aside to their crooked ways, 
The Lord will lead them away with the doers of iniquity. 
Peace be upon Israel.” (Psalm 125 NASB) 


These Pilgrims understood clearly the truth in Proverbs (18:10)- that the Name of 
the Lord is a strong tower! 


The Babylonian captivity had a profound and lasting effect on the minds and spirits 
of God’s people. Their return, though perilous and surrounded by enemies, gave 
them a renewed hope that the things that were once destroyed could be repaired 
and rebuilt, just as the walls and gates of Jerusalem could be rebuilt. From this 
Psalm we get the memorable phrase “bringing in the sheaves”, the inspiration for a 
contemporary gospel song 

(https://lib 

The Psalmist writes: 


Then they said among the nations, 

“The Lord has done great things for them.” 
3 The Lord has done great things for us; 
We are glad. 


4 Restore our captivity, O Lord, 
As the streams in the South. 
5 Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. 


6 
.” (Psalm 


126 NASB) 


Psalm 127 was a “little treasure” for me. We were traveling to north Mexico to lay 
block walls for a new church building, and | was assigned the devotion for the 
morning. Searching the Scriptures, | literally stumbled upon this Psalm. | realized 
how true and profound the concept of building in harmony with the Lord really was- 
my prayer to our group of “blockheads” is the prayer that | recite even today- let 
me build WITH you Lord- show me what you want built - and how!. 


The Psalmist’s words show us this beautiful truth: 


2 It is vain for you to rise up early, 
To retire late, 

To eat the bread of painful labors; 
For He gives to His beloved even in his sleep. 


3 Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, 
The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
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They will not be ashamed 
When they speak with their enemies in the gate.” (Psalm 127 NASB) 


My former father-in-love, Leroy Schroen, often quoted this Psalm. He was the proud 
father of 10, and truly witnessed to the fact that children are a “gift of the Lord”. 
His quiver was certainly “full of them”! 


The Beatitudes tell us much about the kind of living that is “blessed”. In this 
sermon (on the Mount or on the Plain)- Jesus describes what a person who is 
“blessed” is like....a little hard to comprehend until we see the fuller meaning of 
blessed as “filled with the Joy of the Lord”. We might also be “happy”, but that 
happiness is circumstantial and fleeting. The really “blessed” folks are those filled 
with God’s Joy! The commentary on Matthew 5 in David Guzik’s Enduring Word 
(please see: https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-5/) expands on 
this theme: “This same word for blessed - which in some sense means “happy” - is 
applied to God in 1 Timothy 1:11: according to the glorious gospel of the blessed 


God. “Makarios then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy 
which is serene and untouchable, and self-contained, that joy which is completely 
independent of all the chances and changes of life.” (Barclay) 


The Pilgrims were certainly both “happy” (in most cases!) and joyous as they 
approached Jerusalem: 

“How blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, 
Who walks in His ways. 

2 When you shall eat of the fruit of your hands, 
You will be happy and it will be well with you. 
3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 

Within your house, 

Your children like olive plants 

Around your table. 

4 Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed 
Who fears the Lord. 


5 The Lord bless you from Zion, 

And may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 
6 Indeed, may you see your children’s children. 

Peace be upon Israel!” (Psalm 128 NASB) 


One again the reality of the enemies surrounding God’s people are explored. The 
Psalmist asks God to overcome the “enemies of Zion”, which would be, of course, 
the enemies of God Himself, as illustrated in the translator’s title for this Psalm 
“Prayer for the Overthrow of Zion’s Enemies”: 

“Many times they have persecuted me from my youth up,” 

Let Israel now say, 

2 “Many times they have persecuted me from my youth up; 

Yet they have not prevailed against me. 

3 “The plowers plowed upon my back; 

They lengthened their furrows.” 

4 The Lord is righteous; 

He has cut in two the cords of the wicked. 


beeen antares. 
7 With which the reaper does not fill his hand, 
Or the binder of sheaves his bosom; 

8 Nor do those who pass by Say, 


“The blessing of the Lord be upon you; 
We bless you in the name of the Lord.” (Psalm 129 NASB) 


Sometimes we must “wait for the Lord” instead of running ahead of him. So many 
times we want things fixed, repaired, or healed- NOW! Abraham learned this bitter 
lesson when he decided to have a child with his wife Sarah’s maidservant instead of 
waiting on God’s perfect (and surprising!) plan of the birth of Isaac. How hard it is 
to wait- and yet we must: 


“Out of the depths | have cried to You, O Lord. 
2 Lord, hear my voice! 

Let Your ears be attentive 

To the voice of my supplications. 

3 If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, 

O Lord, who could stand? 

4 But there is forgiveness with You, 

That You may be feared. 


7 O Israel, hope in the Lord; 

For with the Lord there is lovingkindness, 
And with Him is abundant redemption. 

8 And He will redeem Israel 

From all his iniquities.” (Psalm 130 NASB) 


Jesus made sure that the little children were not forbidden to see, visit, enjoy His 
presence, or even sit in His lap! He used the delight the children felt in His presence 
to make a teaching point. Jesus taught “ 


And he said: "Truly | tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you 


will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3 NIV) 


Certainly Jesus is not urging us to be “simple minded”, naive, or unhealthily 
trusting. What He does see to be teaching is that a simple, undivided and trusting 
faith is the key to the Kingdom of Heaven. The Psalmist talks of this trusting faith in 
God: 

“O Lord, my heart is not proud, nor my eyes haughty; 

Nor do! involve myself in great matters, 

Or in things too difficult for me. 

2 Surely | have composed and quieted my soul; 


3 O Israel, hope in the Lord 
From this time forth and forever.” (Psalm 131 NASB) 


July 17, 2019 Psalm 132-138 


King David’s desire was to build a Temple for God, a place of worship where the Ark 
of the Covenant could be stored. God decided to allow Solomon this honor instead. 
The Psalmist describes the beauty of the Temple, and the desire of David’s heart to 
build it: 


6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah, 
We found it in the field of Jaar. 

7 Let us go into His dwelling place; 
Let us worship at His footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, 
You and the ark of Your strength. 


9 Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness, 
And let Your godly ones sing for joy. 


10 For the sake of David Your servant, 

Do not turn away the face of Your anointed. 

11 The Lord has sworn to David 

A truth from which He will not turn back: 

“Of the fruit of your body | will set upon your throne. 
12 “If your sons will keep My covenant 

And My testimony which !| will teach them, 

Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forever.” 


13 For the Lord has chosen Zion; 

He has desired it for His habitation. 

14 “This is My resting place forever; 

Here | will dwell, for | have desired it. 

15 “I will abundantly bless her provision; 

/ will satisfy her needy with bread. 

16 “Her priests also | will clothe with salvation, 

And her godly ones will sing aloud for joy. 

17 “There | will cause the horn of David to spring forth; 
| have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed. 

18 “His enemies | will clothe with shame, 

But upon himself his crown shall shine.”(Psalm 132 NASB) 


| will never forget when a rather strange “visitor” to our discussion Sunday School 
class joined us, and quoted this entire Psalm with a deep, resonant voice. It isa 
tribute to the wonderful bond of brotherhood (and sisterhood) among those who 
love the Lord: 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 

For brothers to dwell together in unity! 

2 It is like the precious oil upon the head, 

Coming down upon the beard, 

Even Aaron’s beard, 

Coming down upon the edge of his robes. 

3 It is like the dew of Hermon 

Coming down upon the mountains of Zion; 

For there the Lord commanded the blessing—life forever.” (Psalm 133 NASB) 


The “night watchers”- those who guard and maintain the temple at night, are 
greeted in Psalm 134: 


2 Lift up your hands to the sanctuary 

And bless the Lord. 

3 May the Lord bless you from Zion, 

He who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 134 NASB) 


Psalm 135 describes the uselessness of idols made by human hands. Surely those 
making these idols realize that they are lifeless and powerless. Nevertheless, the 
lure of idol worship is a powerful one, both to God’s people as well as the rest of 
humankind. As pointed out in David Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary, each 
verse of Psalm 135 references another part of Scripture (Please see 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-135/): 

“Psalm _135 is of note for its use of other passages from the Hebrew Scriptures. 
Almost every verse quotes the words or the idea of another Old Testament passage. 
Rather easily can be seen reference to four different Psalms, two passages from 
Deuteronomy, two from Jeremiah, and two from Exodus. Derek Kidner wrote 

of Psalm 135, “Every verse of this psalm either echoes, quotes or is quoted by some 
other part of Scripture.” 

“The reader will be struck by the many allusions as well as direct citations to other 
passages of Scripture. The end result of the psalmist’s artistry is that the inspired 
creation stands on its own, even though it is dependent on other Scriptures for its 
poetic, liturgical, and idiomatic expressions.” (W.A. VanGemeren) 


The “Got Questions” website explores the powerful temptation of idol worship 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/idol-worship.html) This helpful description plumbs 
some of the depths of idolatry, a sin that offends God deeply: 

“Question: "Why is idol worship such a powerful temptation?" 


Answer: Ultimately, the answer to this question is “sin.” It is the sin nature of man 
that causes us to worship modern idols, all of which are, in reality, forms of self- 
worship. The temptation to worship ourselves in various ways is a powerful 
temptation indeed. In fact, it is so powerful that only those who belong to Christ and 
have the Holy Spirit within them can possibly hope to resist the temptation of 
modern idolatry. Even then, resisting the worship of idols is a lifelong battle that is 
part of the Christian life (Ephesians 6:11; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3). 


When we hear the word idol, we often think of statues and objects reminiscent of 
those worshipped by pagans in ancient cultures. However, the idols of the 21st 
century often bear no resemblance to the artifacts used thousands of years ago. 
Today, many have replaced the “golden calf” with an insatiable drive for money or 
prestige or "success" in the eyes of the world. Some pursue the high regard of 
others as their ultimate goal. Some seek after comfort or a myriad of other 
passionate, yet empty, pursuits. Sadly, our societies often admire those serving 
such idols. In the end, however, it doesn’t matter what empty pleasure we chase 
after or what idol or which false god we bow down to; the result is the same— 
separation from the one true God.” 


The 21 verses of this Psalm stand in two parts- 1) praise for the One True God 
(verses 1-14), and a description of the uselessness and powerlessness of idols 
(verses 15-18). The Psalm concludes with a call to worship God- and Him only 
(verse 19-21)! 


“Praise the Lord! 

Praise the name of the Lord; 

Praise Him, O servants of the Lord, 

2 You who stand in the house of the Lord, 
In the courts of the house of our God! 


4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself, 
Israel for His own possession. 


5 For | know that the Lord is great 


6 Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, 

In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 

7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; 
Who makes lightnings for the rain, 

Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries. 


8 He smote the firstborn of Egypt, 

Both of man and beast. 

9 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt, 
Upon Pharaoh and all his servants. 

10 He smote many nations 

And slew mighty kings, 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

And Og, king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of Canaan; 

12 And He gave their land as a heritage, 

A heritage to Israel His people. 

13 Your name, O Lord, is everlasting, 

Your remembrance, O Lord, throughout all generations. 
14 For the Lord will judge His people 

And will have compassion on His servants. 


21 Blessed be the Lord from Zion, 
Who dwells in Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 135 NASB) 


The old gospel song declares that we need “showers of blessings” 
(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=IrDwOOTQWjM). Psalm 136 describes the 
amazing variety and wonder of God’s generous blessing to us, His people. The 
Psalmist details the blessings, giving thanks to God for each one: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

4 To Him who alone does great wonders, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 
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For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 
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For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 
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For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 
9 The moon and stars to rule by night, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 


10 To Him who smote the Egyptians in their firstborn, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

11 And brought Israel out from their midst, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

12 With a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

13 To Him who divided the Red Sea asunder, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

14 And made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

15 But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

16 To Him who led His people through the wilderness, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

17 To Him who smote great kings, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

18 And slew mighty kings, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting: 

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

20 And Og, king of Bashan, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 
21 And gave their land as a heritage, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 
22 Even a heritage to Israel His servant, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 


23 Who remembered us in our low estate, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

24 And has rescued us from our adversaries, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

25 Who gives food to all flesh, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 
26 


.” (Psalm 136 NASB) 


The anger and desire for vengeance against Israel’s captors is clearly seen in Psalm 
137. This may be one of the psalms the dear sweet lady was referring to when she 
said she couldn’t “be a Christian” and read the Psalms. The raw emotion and anger 
surprised and must have frightened her, but again this Scriptures reflect not only 
the glory of God but the reality of human emotions and anger. Certainly it is 
shocking to see the Psalmist plead with God to have the children of the oppressor 
killed in such a gruesome and graphic way...but we must remember that God did 
indeed order the total destruction- the “dedication” of entire cities to Himself- 
everything and everyone was to be destroyed (Please see Numbers 21:2-3). 
Please also see the discussion in the website https://carm.org/why-did-israelites- 
destroy-cities-and-kill-all-people-inside) 


The first several verses of this Psalm are the basis of a contemporary Christian song 


(see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYK9ICRb7S4) 


Pe ee 


2 Upon the willows in the midst of it 

We hung our harps. 

3 For there our captors demanded of us songs, 
And our tormentors mirth, saying, 

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” 


4 How can we sing the Lord’s song 

In a foreign land? 

5 lf | forget you, O Jerusalem, 

May my right hand forget her skill. 

6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth 
If | do not remember you, 

lf | do not exalt Jerusalem 

Above my chief joy. 


2 eee 


9 How blessed will be the one who seizes and dashes your little ones 
Against the rock.” (Psalm 137 NASB) 


At the end of each day, or at the beginning, or at anytime the Spirit moves us, one 
of the most wonderful and joyful things we can do is give thanks. In giving thanks 
we acknowledge God to be who he is- a loving, creative, gift giving, surprising and 
wonderful Creator. May we always be in the midst of or at the beginning of 
thanksgiving! 


The Psalmist praises God and gives thanks: 


2 1 will bow down toward Your holy temple 

And give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; 
For You have magnified Your word according to all Your name. 

3 On the day | called, You answered me; 

You made me bold with strength in my soul. 


4 All the kings of the earth will give thanks to You, O Lord, 
When they have heard the words of Your mouth. 

5 And they will sing of the ways of the Lord, 

For great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For though the Lord is exalted, 

Yet He regards the lowly, 

But the haughty He knows from afar. 


7 Though | walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; 

You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 
And Your right hand will save me. 

8 The Lord will accomplish what concerns me; 


.” (Psalm 138 NASB) 
June 18, 2019 Psalm 139-143 


Psalm 139 explores the nearness and constant presence of God. It is either 
wonderfully satisfying or terrifically terrifying, depending on one’s state of mind and 
spirit at the moment. The Psalmist asks where one might hide from God....such a 
question might have been posed by the original two persons in the Garden. The 
answer is- nowhere!!...God, who created everything and knows everything, is an 
inescapable presence. The Psalmist describes his understanding of God’s presence 
(omnipresence for the theologically minded): 

“O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 

2 You know when | sit down and when | rise up; 


You understand my thought from afar. 

3 You scrutinize my path and my lying down, 
And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before there is a word on my tongue, 
Behold, O Lord, You know it all. 

5 You have enclosed me behind and before, 
And laid Your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

It is too high, | cannot attain to it. 


(Psalm 139:1-12 NASB) 


The Psalmist then declares that God knew him before he was born- when he was 
knit together in his mother’s womb. Contemporary progressivism has created a 
“sacrament of abortion”, in which the mother’s “right” to terminate a pregnancy 
(and a life!) extends to the moment of- and even immediately after- a live birth! 
How far have we come as a people from God’s standards! The Psalmist tells of this 
pre-birth knowledge: 


14 | will give thanks to You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Wonderful are Your works, 

And my soul knows it very well. 

15 My frame was not hidden from You, 

When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 

16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; 

And in Your book were all written 

The days that were ordained for me, 

When as yet there was not one of them.” (Psalm 139:13-16 NASB) 


The Psalmist then exults at the high thoughts and pure Spirit that are the 
characteristics of our Loving Father God: 


19 O that You would slay the wicked, O God; 
Depart from me, therefore, men of bloodshed. 

20 For they speak against You wickedly, 

And Your enemies take Your name in vain. 

21 Do! not hate those who hate You, O Lord? 

And do! not loathe those who rise up against You? 
22 | hate them with the utmost hatred; 

They have become my enemies. 


o 


(Psalm 139:17-24 NASB) 


The Psalmist is petitioning God for “rescue”, and in the latter part of Psalm 140 the 
Psalmist gives thanks for the assurance that God is reliable, trustworthy, and able to 
save and protect His precious ones. 


We see these words: 


3 They sharpen their tongues as a serpent; 
Poison of a viper is under their lips. Selah. 


4 Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; 
Preserve me from violent men 

Who have purposed to trip up my feet. 

5 The proud have hidden a trap for me, and cords; 
They have spread a net by the wayside; 

They have set snares for me.” (Psalm 140:1-5 NASB) 


Thanks and praise is then offered to the “protector God”: 


13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to Your name; 
The upright will dwell in Your presence.” (Psalm 140:12-13 NASB) 


Psalm 141 has as its (translator provided) title: “ 


This evening prayer is a reminder of our constant need to pray...we are to pray 
“without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)- and we are constantly “standing in the 


need of prayer” (please see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x90HfUJI6eY) as 


the gospel song states. 


The Psalmist offers this prayer, and asks God to guard his tongue- the very organ 
recognized by James as harmful and destructive James 3:1-12): 
“O Lord, | call upon You; hasten to me! 


Give ear to my voice when | call to You! 
Z 


, 


To practice deeds of wickedness 
With men who do iniquity; 
And do not let me eat of their delicacies. 


5 Let the righteous smite me in kindness and reprove me; 
It is oil upon the head; 

Do not let my head refuse it, 

For still my prayer is against their wicked deeds. 

6 Their judges are thrown down by the sides of the rock, 
And they hear my words, for they are pleasant. 

7 As when one plows and breaks open the earth, 

Our bones have been scattered at the mouth of Sheol. 


& For my eyes are toward You, O God, the Lord; 

In You | take refuge; do not leave me defenseless. 

9 Keep me from the jaws of the trap which they have set for me, 
And from the snares of those who do iniquity. 


(Psalm 141 NASB) 


David, when fleeing from the vengeful and powerful Saul, had many occasions to 
plead with God for rescue. This Psalm is a prayer for rescue, and an expectation 
that God is both willing and able to deliver from the reach and harm of surrounding 
enemies: 

“I cry aloud with my voice to the Lord; 

| make supplication with my voice to the Lord. 

21 pour out my complaint before Him; 

| declare my trouble before Him. 

3 When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, 

You knew my path. 

In the way where | walk 

They have hidden a trap for me. 


5 / cried out to You, O Lord; 

| said, “You are my refuge, 

My portion in the land of the living. 
6 “Give heed to my cry, 

For | am brought very low; 

Deliver me from my persecutors, 
For they are too strong for me. 


.” (Psalm 142 NASB) 


In Psalm 143, David prays for both deliverance and guidance. Once delivered from 
our sins, fears, and perils we are then immediately in need of God’s careful and 
deliberate guidance for our lives. WE realize, day by day in obedience, the plan that 
God created “just for us” and the plan that is perfect and complete. My prayer is 
that | will desire God’s way and plan for my life, and always trust His goodness, 
protection and mercy: 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord, 

Give ear to my supplications! 

Answer me in Your faithfulness, in Your righteousness! 


| 


3 For the enemy has persecuted my soul; 
He has crushed my life to the ground; 

He has made me dwell in dark places, like those who have long been dead. 
4 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me; 

My heart is appalled within me. 


5 |! remember the days of old; 

! meditate on all Your doings; 

/! muse on the work of Your hands. 

6 / stretch out my hands to You; 

My soul longs for You, as a parched land. Selah. 


Let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 

11 For the sake of Your name, O Lord, revive me. 
In Your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble. 
12 And in Your lovingkindness, cut off my enemies 
And destroy all those who afflict my soul, 

For! am Your servant.” (Psalm 143 NASB) 


July 19, 2019 Psalm 144-150 


How brief our lives are in the context of eternity. Shakespeare’s character Macbeth 
said it well: 

“Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, 

To the last syllable of recorded time; 

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 

The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! 

Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player, 

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 

And then is heard no more. It is a tale 

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 

Signifying nothing.” (Macbeth, Wm Shakepeare Act 5 Scene 5) 


In contrast to the character Macbeth, David saw life as full of meaning- and that 
meaning had its origins and sources in the Creator Himself. The Psalmist tells us: 
“Blessed be the Lord, my rock, 

Who trains my hands for war, 

And my fingers for battle; 

2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, 

My stronghold and my deliverer, 

My shield and He in whom | take refuge, 

Who subdues my people under me. 


| 


5 Bow Your heavens, O Lord, and come down; 

Touch the mountains, that they may smoke. 

6 Flash forth lightning and scatter them; 

Send out Your arrows and confuse them. 

7 Stretch forth Your hand from on high; 

Rescue me and deliver me out of great waters, 

Out of the hand of aliens 

8 Whose mouths speak deceit, 

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.” (Psalm 144:1-8 NASB) 


Psalm 145 is a meditation on the goodness and matchless character of God. The 
Psalmist promises to God that he will praise and worship Him all the days of his life: 


19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He will also hear their cry and will save them. 

20 The Lord keeps all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 


) 
Ba 


.” (Psalm 145:17-21 NASB) 


The translator’s “title and summary” of Psalm 146 is a description of God as the 
“Abundant Helper”. This is an apt summary, as the psalmist lists and meditates on 
the ways that God is an “ever present help” (Psalm 46:1): 

“Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

2 / will praise the Lord while | live; 

/ will sing praises to my God while | have my being. 

3 Do not trust in princes, 

In mortal man, in whom there is no salvation. 

4 His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; 

In that very day his thoughts perish. 

5 How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

Whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

6 Who made heaven and earth, 

The sea and all that is in them; 

Who keeps faith forever; 

7 Who executes justice for the oppressed; 

Who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free. 


& The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 

The Lord raises up those who are bowed down; 

The Lord loves the righteous; 

9 The Lord protects the strangers; 

He supports the fatherless and the widow, 

But He thwarts the way of the wicked. 

10 The Lord will reign forever, 

Your God, O Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 146 NASB) 

When Jesus healed the man blind from birth and restored his sight (John 9), this was 
a clear sign- a credential- that Jesus was truly God! Only the Lord could restore the 
sight of one blind from birth! 


Psalm 147 praises God for the restoration of Jerusalem. It is not clear from the 
commentary whether this rebuilding was that of Ezra and Nehemiah or the building 
of the Temple in the time of Solomon. In either context, the son/psalm praises the 
restoring God: 

“Praise the Lord! 

For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

For it is pleasant and praise is becoming. 

Z 


4 He counts the number of the stars; 

He gives names to all of them. 

5 Great is our Lord and abundant in strength; 
His understanding Is infinite. 

6 The Lord supports the afflicted; 

He brings down the wicked to the ground. 


7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 

Sing praises to our God on the lyre, 

8 Who covers the heavens with clouds, 

Who provides rain for the earth, 

Who makes grass to grow on the mountains. 

9 He gives to the beast its food, 

And to the young ravens which cry. 

10 He does not delight in the strength of the horse; 
He does not take pleasure in the legs of a man. 
11 The Lord favors those who fear Him, 

Those who wait for His lovingkindness. 


12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 


15 He sends forth His command to the earth; 
His word runs very swiftly. 

16 He gives snow like wool; 

He scatters the frost like ashes. 

17 He casts forth His ice as fragments; 

Who can stand before His cold? 

18 He sends forth His word and melts them; 
He causes His wind to blow and the waters to flow. 

19 He declares His words to Jacob, 

His statutes and His ordinances to Israel. 

20 He has not dealt thus with any nation; 

And as for His ordinances, they have not known them. 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 147 NASB) 


Psalm 148 continues the last “collection” of Psalms- all of which exalt and praise 
God. The whole universe- all that is created- is urged to praise the Creator God: 
“Praise the Lord! 


He has made a decree which will not pass away. 


7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 


Sea monsters and all deeps; 

8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; 
Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 

9 Mountains and all hills; 

Fruit trees and all cedars; 

10 Beasts and all cattle; 

Creeping things and winged fowl; 
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples; 
Princes and all judges of the earth; 
12 Both young men and virgins; 
Old men and children. 


13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

For His name alone is exalted; 

His glory is above earth and heaven. 

14 And He has lifted up a horn for His people, 
Praise for all His godly ones; 

Even for the sons of Israel, a people near to Him. 
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 148 NASB) 


Psalm 149 shows us two different moods and themes- the first (verse 1-5) is an 
expression of pure praise. The second section brings in the theme of vengeance 
and the righteousness of the believer contrasted with the evil and wickedness of the 
unbeliever, who is deserving of punishment and retribution (verses 6-9). 


The Psalmist praises God, then alludes to the punishment of the unrighteous at the 
hands of the believing righteous. We must remember, however, that “vengeance is 
mine, | will repay” says the Lord (Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:17-19): 

First the “praise”: 

“Praise the Lord! 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

And His praise in the congregation of the godly ones. 

2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker; 


Let them sing praises to Him with timbre! and lyre. 
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; 
He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation. 


5 Let the godly ones exult in glory; 
Let them sing for joy on their beds.” (Psalm 149:1-5 NASB). 


Then the punishment: 
“Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 


8 To bind their kings with chains 
And their nobles with fetters of iron, 
9 To execute on them the judgment written; 


Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 149:6-9 NASB) 


The book of Psalms closes with an invitation to all the earth to praise the Lord- 
everything that “has breath”- that is gifted by God with life- is to praise Him: 
“Praise the Lord! 

Praise God in His sanctuary; 

Praise Him in His mighty expanse. 

2 Praise Him for His mighty deeds; 

Praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 


3 Praise Him with trumpet sound; 

Praise Him with harp and lyre. 

4 Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; 

Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe. 
5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; 
Praise Him with resounding cymbals. 
6 


(Psalm 150 NASB) 


July 20 Proverbs 1-3 


David Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary gives some very informative and useful 
background to the book of Proverbs. Commonly attributed to Solomon, this book is 
part of the library of Wisdom Literature in the Jewish Scriptures. 


Guzik points out: 
“The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 


a. The proverbs of Solomon: The Book of Proverbs is a collection of practical life 
wisdom given mostly in short, memorable statements. Though part of a larger body 
of wisdom literature that includes Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of 
Solomon, the Book of Proverbs is unique. 


i. It is unique in its structure, being mostly a collection of individual statements 
without much context or organization by topic. 


ii. It is unique in its theology, being concerned with practical life wisdom more than 
ideas about God and His work of salvation. 


iii. Proverbs is also unique in its connection with the secular literature of its time. 
Neighboring kingdoms had their own collections of wisdom literature, and in some 
places, there are significant similarities to these writings. 


iv. As Ross notes, “The genre of wisdom literature was common in the ancient 
world, and a copious amount of material comes from ancient Egypt.” Some of these 
works are titled: 


Egyptian: 


- Instruction of Ptah-hotep. 
- Teaching of Amenemope. 
- Instruction of Ani. 
Babylonian: 

- Instruction of Shuruppak. 
- Counsels of Wisdom. 

- Words of Ahigar. 


v. There are several sections of Proverbs (22:17-23:14, 22:23, 22:26-27 are 
examples) that seem to be borrowed from The Teaching of Amenemope, an ancient 
Egyptian writing. There is debate as to whom borrowed whom, but most scholars 
believe Amenemope is earlier. 


vi. “If Proverbs is the borrower here, the borrowing is not slavish but free and 
creative. Egyptian jewels, as at the Exodus, have been re-set to their advantage by 
Israelite workmen and put to finer use.” (Kidner) 


b. The proverbs: Proverbs teach wisdom through short points and principles but 
should not be regarded as “laws” or even universal promises. 


i. “Proverbs are wonderfully successful at being what they are: proverbs. They are 
not failed prophecies or systematic theologies. Proverbs by design lays out pointed 
observations, meant to be memorized and pondered, not always intended to be 
applied ‘across the board’ to every situation without qualification.” (Phillips) 


ii. “Naturally [proverbs] generalize, as a proverb must, and may therefore be 
charged with making life too tidy to be true. But nobody objects to this in secular 
sayings, for the very form demands a sweeping statement and looks for a hearer 
with his wits about him. We need no telling that a maxim like ‘Many hands make 
light work’ is not the last word on the subject, since ‘Too many cooks spoil the 
broth.’” (Kidner) 


iii. “Proverbs itself makes this clear. A proverb is not a magical formula, bringing 
wisdom and blessing by incantation: ‘Like a lame man’s legs, which hang useless, is 
a proverb in the mouth of fools’ (Prov. 26:7).” (Phillips) 


iv. Proverbs rarely quotes other parts of the Hebrew Scriptures, such as the torah or 
law. “An analogy to this is American folk wisdom which, although often dominated 
by Christian morality and presuppositions, contains few allusions to the Bible or 
Christian theology.” (Garrett) 


The first section of Proverbs 1 describe the “beginning of knowledge (and 
wisdom)”...the fear of the Lord: 


“The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 


2 To know wisdom and instruction, 

To discern the sayings of understanding, 

3 To receive instruction in wise behavior, 
Righteousness, justice and equity; 

4 To give prudence to the naive, 

To the youth knowledge and discretion, 

5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, 

And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel, 
6 To understand a proverb and a figure, 

The words of the wise and their riddles. 


7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 


(Proverbs 1:1-7 NASB) 


Solomon points out the myriad temptations that face the children and people of 
God: 

“Hear, my son, your father’s instruction 

And do not forsake your mother’s teaching; 

9 Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head 

And ornaments about your neck. 


17 Indeed, it is useless to spread the baited net 

In the sight of any bird; 

18 But they lie in wait for their own blood; 

They ambush their own lives. 

19 So are the ways of everyone who gains by violence; 

It takes away the life of its possessors.” (Proverbs 1:8-19 NASB) 


The personified Wisdom warns us of the consequences of unrighteous and 
rebellious behavior: 

“Wisdom shouts in the street, 

She lifts her voice in the square; 

21 At the head of the noisy streets she cries out; 

At the entrance of the gates in the city she utters her sayings: 


No 


And scoters deighe hemseives Inscofing 
And fools hate knowledge? 

23 “Turn to my reproof, 
Behold, | will pour out my spirit on you; 

/ will make my words known to you. 

24 “Because | called and you refused, 

| stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; 
25 And you neglected all my counsel 

And did not want my reproof,; 

26 | will also laugh at your calamity; 

| will mock when your dread comes, 
27 


(Proverbs 1:20-29 NASB) 


The “fools” (verse 7) will receive their just desserts, since they have shown that 
they “hated knowledge” (verse 29). 


Proverbs 2 describes that protection the righteous receive from adhering to and 
being obedient to godly wisdom and instruction. They realize that the “limits” 
placed on them by the Law are for their benefit and protection: 

“My son, if you will receive my words 

And treasure my commandments within you, 

2 Make your ear attentive to wisdom, 

Incline your heart to understanding; 

3 For if you cry for discernment, 

Lift your voice for understanding; 

4 If you seek her as silver 

And search for her as for hidden treasures; 

5 Then you will discern the fear of the Lord 

And discover the knowledge of God. 

6 For the Lord gives wisdom; 

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 


Hele agnedio tose wrowakin nee, 


To walk in the ways of darkness; 
14 Who delight in doing evil 

And rejoice in the perversity of evil; 
15 Whose paths are crooked, 

And who are devious in their ways; 
16 To deliver you from the strange woman, 
From the adulteress who flatters with her words; 
17 That leaves the companion of her youth 

And forgets the covenant of her God; 


.” (Proverbs 2 NASB) 


The rewards of wisdom and of wise and righteous living are explored in Proverbs 3. 
The benefits of righteousness are plentiful and pleasant, and the life well lived is 
characterized by a great peace, harmony with one’s self and neighbors, and a 
constant delight in the Lord: 

“My son, do not forget my teaching, 

But let your heart keep my commandments; 

2 For length of days and years of life 

And peace they will add to you. 

3 Do not let kindness and truth leave you; 

Bind them around your neck, 

Write them on the tablet of your heart. 

4 So you will find favor and good repute 

In the sight of God and man. 


8 It will be healing to your body 
And refreshment to your bones. 
9 Honor the Lord from your wealth 

And from the first of all your produce; 

10 So your barns will be filled with plenty 

And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

11 My son, do not reject the discipline of the Lord 

Or loathe His reproof, 

12 For whom the Lord loves He reproves, 

Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights. 


And nothing you desire compares with her. 


il 
S 


19 The Lord by wisdom founded the earth, 
By understanding He established the heavens. 
20 By His knowledge the deeps were broken up 
And the skies drip with dew. 

21 My son, let them not vanish from your sight; 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion, 

22 So they will be life to your soul 

And adornment to your neck. 
23 


25 Do not be afraid of sudden fear 
Nor of the onslaught of the wicked when it comes; 
26 For the Lord will be your confidence 

And will keep your foot from being caught. 


29 Do not devise harm against your neighbor, 
While he lives securely beside you. 

30 Do not contend with a man without cause, 

If he has done you no harm. 

31 Do not envy a man of violence 

And do not choose any of his ways. 

32 For the devious are an abomination to the Lord; 
But He is intimate with the upright. 

33 The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked, 
But He blesses the dwelling of the righteous. 

34 Though He scoffs at the scoffers, 

Yet He gives grace to the afflicted. 

35 The wise will inherit honor, 

But fools display dishonor.” (Proverbs 3 NASB) 


July 21, 2019 Proverbs 4-7 


The way of wisdom is a path- a path from which we should turn neither right nor 
left. In the words of Jeremiah: 

“Thus says the LORD: 

“Stand in the ways and see, 


Then you will find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 16:6) 


Proverbs 4 describes wisdom as a chosen path as well: 
“My son, give attention to my words; 

Incline your ear to my sayings. 

21 Do not let them depart from your sight; 

Keep them in the midst of your heart. 

22 For they are life to those who find them 

And health to all their body. 

23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, 

For from it flow the springs of life. 

24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth 

And put devious speech far from you. 

25 Let your eyes look directly ahead 

And let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you. 


Turn your foot from evil.” (Proverbs 4:20-27 NASB) 


“Stolen water is sweet...... ” (Proverbs 9:17) “Stolen water is sweet; And bread eaten 
in secret is pleasant." This short passage illuminates the temptations of greed and 
covetousness. Despite God’s Law and endless warnings against such selfish and 
self-serving attitudes and action, they are a constant temptation. The wise teacher- 
Solomon- instructs us in Proverbs 5 to beware of the wiles and treachery of these 
self-serving sins: 

“Drink water from your own cistern 

And fresh water from your own well. 

16 Should your springs be dispersed abroad, 

Streams of water in the streets? 

17 Let them be yours alone 

And not for strangers with you. 

18 Let your fountain be blessed, 

And rejoice in the wife of your youth. 

19 As a loving hind and a graceful doe, 

Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; 

Be exhilarated always with her love. 

20 For why should you, my son, be exhilarated with an adulteress 

And embrace the bosom of a foreigner? 


21 For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the Lord, 

And He watches all his paths. 

22 His own iniquities will capture the wicked, 

And he will be held with the cords of his sin. 

23 He will die for lack of instruction, 

And in the greatness of his folly he will go astray.” (Proverbs 5:15-23 NASB) 


Proverbs 6 urges the listener to consider the industriousness of the lowly ant- who 
tirelessly works as he should. The image of adultery is also used to personify the 
temptations of sexual immorality in this chapter of wisdom. The wise one urges the 
“listener” (the “son”): 

“Go to the ant, O sluggard, 

Observe her ways and be wise, 

7 Which, having no chief, 

Officer or ruler, 

8 Prepares her food in the summer 

And gathers her provision in the harvest. 


12 A worthless person, a wicked man, 

Is the one who walks with a perverse mouth, 

13 Who winks with his eyes, who signals with his feet, 

Who points with his fingers; 

14 Who with perversity in his heart continually devises evil, 
Who spreads strife. 

15 Therefore his calamity will come suddenly; 

Instantly he will be broken and there will be no healing. 
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| 


20 My son, observe the commandment of your father 

And do not forsake the teaching of your mother; 

21 Bind them continually on your heart; 

Tie them around your neck. 

22 When you walk about, they will guide you; 

When you sleep, they will watch over you; 

And when you awake, they will talk to you. 

23 For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching Is light; 


And reproofs for discipline are the way of life 
24 To keep you from the evil woman, 

From the smooth tongue of the adulteress. 
25 


30 Men do not despise a thief if he steals 
To satisfy himself when he is hungry; 

31 But when he is found, he must repay sevenfold; 

He must give all the substance of his house.” (Proverbs 6:6-31 NASB) 


Once again the Proverbs give instruction as to the “Wiles of the Harlot” (translator’s 
title to this chapter). The temptation personified in a harlot is similar to that of the 
adulteress in the previous chapter. The sensuality of the harlot is exciting and 
promises forbidden delights, but the end of this sin is as the end of all sins- death- 
either physical or spiritual- the death that lingers for eternity. The wise teacher 
instructs us: 

“My son, keep my words 

And treasure my commandments within you. 

2 Keep my commandments and live, 

And my teaching as the apple of your eye. 

3 Bind them on your fingers; 

Write them on the tablet of your heart. 


6 For at the window of my house 

| looked out through my lattice, 

7 And | saw among the naive, 

And discerned among the youths 

A young man lacking sense, 

8 Passing through the street near her corner; 
And he takes the way to her house, 

9 In the twilight, in the evening, 

In the middle of the night and in the darkness. 


13 So she seizes him and kisses him 

And with a brazen face she says to him: 

14 “| was due to offer peace offerings; 

Today | have paid my vows. 

15 “Therefore | have come out to meet you, 

To seek your presence earnestly, and | have found you. 
16 “| have spread my couch with coverings, 

With colored linens of Egypt. 

17 “I have sprinkled my bed 
With myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. 
18 


20 He has taken a bag of money with him, 
At the full moon he will come home.” 


21 


24 Now therefore, my sons, listen to me, 

And pay attention to the words of my mouth. 
25 Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, 
Do not stray into her paths. 
26 


”(Proverbs 7 NASB) 
July 22, 2019 Proverbs 8-11 


Why don’t we “heed instruction” from God? Many of us have enough life 
experience to know that the results of following the Lord are predictably good for us 
and lead to peace and joy. Yet we rebel- the original sin within us urges us to do 
things “our way”. The wise king instructs us in Proverbs 8 to pay heed to wisdom 
and listen to the Lord’s instruction: 


25 “Before the mountains were settled, 
Before the hills | was brought forth; 
26 While He had not yet made the earth and the fields, 


Nor the first dust of the world. 

27 “When He established the heavens, | was there, 
When He inscribed a circle on the face of the deep, 
28 When He made firm the skies above, 

When the springs of the deep became fixed, 

29 When He set for the sea its boundary 

So that the water would not transgress His command, 
When He marked out the foundations of the earth; 
30 Then | was beside Him, as a master workman; 
And | was daily His delight, 

Rejoicing always before Him, 

31 Rejoicing in the world, His earth, 

And having my delight in the sons of men. 


32 “Now therefore, O sons, listen to me, 
For blessed are they who keep my ways. 
33 “Heed instruction and be wise, 

And do not neglect it. 

34 “Blessed is the man who listens to me, 
Watching daily at my gates, 

Waiting at my doorposts. 

35 


.” (Proverbs 8:22-36 NASB) 

Proverbs 9 is a tribute to wisdom. In this chapter we see the characteristics of 
wisdom illustrated- the “seven pillars” of the house are no doubt a use of the 
number 7 for “perfection or completeness”. The way of wisdom is life, to refuse 
wisdom is to invite death and destruction: 


7 He who corrects a scoffer gets dishonor for himself, 

And he who reproves a wicked man gets insults for himself. 
8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you, 

Reprove a wise man and he will love you. 

9 Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still wiser, 


13 The woman of folly is boisterous, 
She is naive and knows nothing. 
14 She sits at the doorway of her house, 
On a seat by the high places of the city, 
15 Calling to those who pass by, 
Who are making their paths straight: 


16 


. (Proverbs 9 NASB) 


The contrast between wisdom and folly, between a life of righteousness and 
wickedness, between the truth and “our truth”, is beautifully described in Proverbs 
10. In a series of couplets, the proverbs contrast the two ways of living and 
describe the outcomes of each: 


But He will reject the craving of the wicked. 

4 Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, 
But the hand of the diligent makes rich. 

5 He who gathers in summer is a son who acts wisely, 

But he who sleeps in harvest is a son who acts shamefully. 
6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous, 

But the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

7 The memory of the righteous is blessed, 

But the name of the wicked will rot. 

8 The wise of heart will receive commands, 

But a babbling fool will be ruined. 

9 He who walks in integrity walks securely, 

But he who perverts his ways will be found out. 

10 He who winks the eye causes trouble, 

And a babbling fool will be ruined. 

11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, 

But the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 


13 On the lips of the discerning, wisdom Is found, 
But a rod is for the back of him who lacks understanding. 


14 Wise men store up knowledge, 

But with the mouth of the foolish, ruin is at hand. 
15 The rich man’s wealth is his fortress, 

The ruin of the poor is their poverty. 

16 The wages of the righteous is life, 

The income of the wicked, punishment. 

17 He is on the path of life who heeds instruction, 
But he who ignores reproof goes astray. 

18 He who conceals hatred has lying lips, 

And he who spreads slander is a fool. 

19 When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, 
But he who restrains his lips is wise. 

20 The tongue of the righteous is as Choice silver, 
The heart of the wicked is worth little. 
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22 It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, 
And He adds no sorrow to it. 

23 Doing wickedness Is like sport to a fool, 
And so is wisdom to a man of understanding. 


25 When the whirlwind passes, the wicked is no more, 
But the righteous has an everlasting foundation. 

26 Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, 
So is the lazy one to those who send him. 
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29 The way of the Lord is a stronghold to the upright, 
But ruin to the workers of iniquity. 

30 The righteous will never be shaken, 

But the wicked will not dwell in the land. 

31 The mouth of the righteous flows with wisdom, 
But the perverted tongue will be cut out. 

32 


” (Proverbs 10 NASB) 


Having experienced some of the catastrophic results of a “false balance” in the 
laboratory, | can only add an “Amen” to the first couplet in Proverbs 11. The 
descriptions of the contrast between the righteousness and wisdom of God and His 
devoted followers and the destructive ways and consequences of the wicked 
continue in Proverbs 11. | wonder if these two chapters were originally one longer 
one...? The commentary suggest that proverbs 10-22 were originally one “book” or 
collection” of wise sayings since they are similar structurally and thematically 
(please see https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/proverbs-10/) “The 
proverbs of Solomon: Proverbs 10 begins a new section of the book. In some sense 
the first nine chapters have been an introduction. In a sense, the collection of 
Solomon's proverbs begins here as a series of two-phrase single verse wisdom 


sayings. This arrangement continues through Proverbs 22:16. From the start of 
Proverbs 10:1 through at least Proverbs 22:16, this commentary will treat each 
proverb individually. 


i. We sense some kind of arrangement in these proverbs; they may be sometimes 
grouped in sets of two, three, or four proverbs linked by a theme. For example, 
Proverbs 10:4 and 10:5 may have been arranged next to each other because both 
deal with the theme of hard work. 


ii. Yet understanding the manner and nature of the arrangement is difficult if not 

impossible, and different commentators often see different arrangements. In this 
look at Proverbs any such connections between individual proverbs are left to the 
reader to make, and each verse will be treated as its own proverb. 


iii. “No exposition is possible save to take each proverb and consider it in its 
separate value. In the majority of instances this is unnecessary, because they are 
self-evident expositions of one abiding truth.” (Morgan)” 


The Proverbs tell us: 


“A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, 


2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor, 
But with the humble is wisdom. 
S 


5 The righteousness of the blameless will smooth his way, 
But the wicked will fall by his own wickedness. 

6 The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, 

But the treacherous will be caught by their own greed. 

7 When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish, 
And the hope of strong men perishes. 

8 The righteous Is delivered from trouble, 

But the wicked takes his place. 

9 With his mouth the godless man destroys his neighbor, 
But through knowledge the righteous will be delivered. 
10 When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, 
And when the wicked perish, there is joyful shouting. 

11 By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, 

But by the mouth of the wicked it is torn down. 

12 He who despises his neighbor lacks sense, 

But a man of understanding keeps silent. 

13 He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets, 
But he who is trustworthy conceals a matter. 

14 Where there is no guidance the people fall, 

But in abundance of counselors there is victory. 

15 He who is guarantor for a stranger will surely suffer for it, 
But he who hates being a guarantor is secure. 
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17 The merciful man does himself good, 
But the cruel man does himself harm. 


19 He who is steadfast in righteousness will attain to life, 

And he who pursues evil will bring about his own death. 

20 The perverse in heart are an abomination to the Lord, 

But the blameless in their walk are His delight. 

21 Assuredly, the evil man will not go unpunished, 

But the descendants of the righteous will be delivered. 

22 As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout 

So is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion. 

23 The desire of the righteous is only good, 

But the expectation of the wicked is wrath. 

24 There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, 

And there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. 
25 The generous man will be prosperous, 

And he who waters will himself be watered. 

26 He who withholds grain, the people will curse him, 

But blessing will be on the head of him who sells it. 

27 He who diligently seeks good seeks favor, 
But he who seeks evil, evil will come to him. 

28 He who trusts in his riches will fall, 

But the righteous will flourish like the green leaf. 
29 
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It is worthy to note that the screenplay and movie of the award winning movie 
“Inherit the Wind” was based on Proverbs 11:29. In this excellent drama about the 
Scopes Trial in Tennessee, the contrast between the conservative and “progressive” 
views of Scripture are explored. Many of the cultural and spiritual battles explored 
in this classic film can still be seen in today’s troubled and contentious religious 
landscape. (Please see: 


https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/1010555 inherit the wind) 
July 23, 2019 Proverbs 12-15 


The translator’s title for Proverbs 12 is “Contrast of the Upright and the Wicked”. 
These couplets explore the clear and distinct differences in the behavior and 
consequences of the lives of those who either accept, love, and honor God or those 
who follow their own ways: 

“He who speaks truth tells what is right, 

But a false witness, deceit. 


20 Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, 
But counselors of peace have joy. 
21 


23 A prudent man conceals knowledge, 

But the heart of fools proclaims folly. 

24 The hand of the diligent will rule, 

But the slack hand will be put to forced labor. 
25 Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down, 
But a good word makes it glad. 

26 The righteous is a guide to his neighbor, 
But the way of the wicked leads them astray. 


.” (Proverbs 12:17-28 NASB) 


This theme of contrast continues in Proverbs 13. The wisdom of life experience and 
life with God has made an indelible mark on the author- alleged to be Solomon. The 
consistent theme of death and estruction as the results of sin are explored further, 
as is the contrast between the plenty and joy of the upright and the eventual 
hunger of the wicked. The parable of the “prodigal/wasteful” son comes to mind in 
this regard. The son follishly and wastefully spent his inheritance and eneded up so 
hungry he would have eaten the “pods” he was feeding to the pigs: 

“So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed pigs. 16 

eating, but no one gave him anything.” (Luke 15:15-15 NIV) 


The Return of the Prodigal Son(1773) by Pompeo Batoni 


“A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, 
But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 
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4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, 

But the soul of the diligent is made fat. 

5 A righteous man hates falsehood, 

But a wicked man acts disgustingly and shamefully. 

6 Righteousness guards the one whose way Is blameless, 
But wickedness subverts the sinner. 

7 There is one who pretends to be rich, but has nothing; 
Another pretends to be poor, but has great wealth. 

8 The ransom of a man’s life is his wealth, 

But the poor hears no rebuke. 

9 The light of the righteous rejoices, 

But the lamp of the wicked goes out. 

10 Through insolence comes nothing but strife, 

But wisdom is with those who receive counsel. 

11 Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles, 

But the one who gathers by labor increases it. 

12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 

But desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 

13 The one who despises the word will be in debt to it, 
But the one who fears the commandment will be rewarded. 
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, 

To turn aside from the snares of death. 


15 Good understanding produces favor, 

But the way of the treacherous is hard. 

16 Every prudent man acts with knowledge, 

But a fool displays folly. 

17 A wicked messenger falls into adversity, 

But a faithful envoy brings healing. 

18 Poverty and shame will come to him who neglects discipline, 
But he who regards reproof will be honored. 

19 Desire realized is sweet to the soul, 

But it is an abomination to fools to turn away from evil. 

20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, 

But the companion of fools will suffer harm. 

21 Adversity pursues sinners, 

But the righteous will be rewarded with prosperity. 

22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, 
And the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous. 

23 Abundant food is in the fallow ground of the poor, 

But it is swept away by injustice. 

24 He who withholds his rod hates his son, 

But he who loves him disciplines him diligently. 


.” (Proverbs 13 NASB) 


This theme continues in Proverbs 14, as the contrast between the righteous and 
upright and the sinner steeped in wickedness is further explored: 


2 He who walks in his uprightness fears the Lord, 

But he who is devious in his ways despises Him. 

3 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod for his back, 

But the lips of the wise will protect them. 

4 Where no oxen are, the manger is clean, 

But much revenue comes by the strength of the ox. 

5 A trustworthy witness will not lie, 

But a false witness utters lies. 

6 A scoffer seeks wisdom and finds none, 

But knowledge is easy to one who has understanding. 
7 Leave the presence of a fool, 

Or you will not discern words of knowledge. 

8 The wisdom of the sensible is to understand his way, 
But the foolishness of fools is deceit. 

9 Fools mock at sin, 

But among the upright there is good will. 

10 The heart knows its own bitterness, 

And a stranger does not share its joy. 


13 Even in laughter the heart may be in pain, 

And the end of joy may be grief. 

14 The backslider in heart will have his fill of his own ways, 
But a good man will be satisfied with his. 
15 The naive believes everything, 

But the sensible man considers his steps. 
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18 The naive inherit foolishness, 
But the sensible are crowned with knowledge. 

19 The evil will bow down before the good, 

And the wicked at the gates of the righteous. 

20 The poor is hated even by his neighbor, 

But those who love the rich are many. 

21 He who despises his neighbor sins, 

But happy is he who is gracious to the poor. 

22 Will they not go astray who devise evil? 

But kindness and truth will be to those who devise good. 
23 


24 The crown of the wise is their riches, 

But the folly of fools is foolishness. 

25 A truthful witness saves lives, 

But he who utters lies is treacherous. 

26 In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, 
And his children will have refuge. 
27 


28 In a multitude of people is a king’s glory, 

But in the dearth of people is a prince’s ruin. 

29 He who is slow to anger has great understanding, 
But he who is quick-tempered exalts folly. 

30 


31 He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, 
But he who ts gracious to the needy honors Him. 
32 


33 Wisdom rests in the heart of one who has understanding, 

But in the hearts of fools it is made known. 

34 Righteousness exalts a nation, 

But sin is a disgrace to any people. 

35 The king’s favor is toward a servant who acts wisely, 

But his anger is toward him who acts shametully.” (Proverbs 14 NASB) 


In verse 1 we see the self- destruction of evil- the foolish destroy themselves and 
everything that is good and valuable! 


Among the wisdom | have “lived” is the truth expressed in Proverbs 15:1. In the KJV 
the verse states that a “soft answer” turns away wrath. (A soft answer turneth away 
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. Proverbs 15:1 KJV). My first wife, the 
mother of my children, enjoyed argument and confrontation. | often wondered if 
this was a form of entertainment for her. My strategy became simply to respond to 
volume with quiet words and not to “engage” in the argument. | must confess my 
delight as it defused many potential arguments! 


2 The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, 
But the mouth of fools spouts folly. 

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 

Watching the evil and the good. 

4 A soothing tongue is a tree of life, 

But perversion in it crushes the spirit. 

5A fool rejects his father’s discipline, 

But he who regards reproof is sensible. 
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7 The lips of the wise spread knowledge, 

But the hearts of fools are not so. 

8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, 
But the prayer of the upright is His delight. 

9 The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, 

But He loves one who pursues righteousness. 

10 Grievous punishment is for him who forsakes the way; 
He who hates reproof will die. 

11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the Lord, 

How much more the hearts of men! 

12 A scoffer does not love one who reproves him, 

He will not go to the wise. 

13 A joyful heart makes a cheerful face, 

But when the heart is sad, the spirit is broken. 

14 The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge, 

But the mouth of fools feeds on folly. 

15 All the days of the afflicted are bad, 

But a cheerful heart has a continual feast. 
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17 Better is a dish of vegetables where love is 
Than a fattened ox served with hatred. 

18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, 

But the slow to anger calms a dispute. 

19 The way of the lazy is as a hedge of thorns, 
But the path of the upright Is a highway. 

20 A wise son makes a father glad, 

But a foolish man despises his mother. 

21 Folly is joy to him who lacks sense, 

But a man of understanding walks straight. 

22 Without consultation, plans are frustrated, 


But with many counselors they succeed. 
23 A man has joy in an apt answer, 

And how delightful is a timely word! 

24 


25 The Lord will tear down the house of the proud, 
But He will establish the boundary of the widow. 

26 Evil plans are an abomination to the Lord, 

But pleasant words are pure. 

27 He who profits illicitly troubles his own house, 

But he who hates bribes will live. 

28 The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer, 
But the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things. 
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30 Bright eyes gladden the heart; 
Good news puts fat on the bones. 
31 He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof 
Will dwell among the wise. 
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33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom, 
And before honor comes humility.” (Proverbs 15 NASB) 


July 24, 2019 Proverbs 16-19 


Proverbs 16 contains some of my most treasured verses in all of Proverbs. The 
theology of everyone doing “what seems right” (Proverbs 16:25) is appealing- and 
still prevalent in this “Information Age”. However, just as is described in the book of 
Judges (17:6; 21:25), the result is chaos, sin, and spiritual or physical death. Sine 
turning 60 my hair has departed from its former dark brown to various shades of 
gray, so it is comforting to know that this gray hair is a “crown of glory”! Lastly the 
“casting of lots” to determine God’s will in an otherwise hopelessly complex matter 
is reflected in verse 31. 


The wise writer tells us: 

“The wise in heart will be called understanding, 

And sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness. 

22 Understanding is a fountain of life to one who has it, 
But the discipline of fools ts folly. 

23 The heart of the wise instructs his mouth 

And adds persuasiveness to his lips. 

24 Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 

Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 


26 A worker's appetite works for him, 
For his hunger urges him on. 

27 A worthless man digs up evil, 
While his words are like scorching fire. 


28 A perverse man spreads Strife, 

And a slanderer separates intimate friends. 

29 A man of violence entices his neighbor 

And leads him in a way that is not good. 

30 He who winks his eyes does so to devise perverse things; 
He who compresses his lips brings evil to pass. 
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32 He who is slow to anger Is better than the mighty, 
And he who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city. 
33 
.” (Proverbs 16:21-33) 


Shakespeare wrote an entire play based on the bitterness and strife from an 
“ungrateful child” (King Lear (Act 1 scene 4). The tumult of a house in turmoil is a 
reality that | have lived and experienced- so | treasure especially the truth in 
Proverbs 17:1. The joy of grandchildren is a special delight to those of us growing 
older (verse 6). The special joy and bond of friendship is described in verse 17. | 
often think of the wonderful friendship between Jonathan and King David when | 
read or meditate on this verse. The reason that many keep their mouth shout in a 
discussion is revealed in verse 28- better to be a silent than an “expressive” fool! 
The writer tells us: 


2 A servant who acts wisely will rule over a son who acts shamefully, 
And will share in the inheritance among brothers. 

3 The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, 
But the Lord tests hearts. 

4 An evildoer listens to wicked lips; 

A liar pays attention to a destructive tongue. 

5 He who mocks the poor taunts his Maker; 

He who rejoices at calamity will not go unpunished. 
wg ga sens aston” 

7 Excellent speech is not fitting for a fool, 

Much less are lying lips to a prince. 

8 A bribe is a charm in the sight of its owner; 

Wherever he turns, he prospers. 

9 He who conceals a transgression seeks love, 

But he who repeats a matter separates intimate friends. 
10 A rebuke goes deeper into one who has understanding 
Than a hundred blows into a fool. 

11 A rebellious man seeks only evil, 

So a cruel messenger will be sent against him. 

12 Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, 

Rather than a fool in his folly. 

13 He who returns evil for good, 

Evil will not depart from his house. 

14 The beginning of strife is like letting out water, 


So abandon the quarrel before it breaks out. 

15 He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous, 
Both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord. 

16 Why is there a price in the hand of a fool to buy wisdom, 

When he has no sense? 
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18 A man lacking in sense pledges 
And becomes guarantor in the presence of his neighbor. 
19 He who loves transgression loves strife; 
He who raises his door seeks destruction. 
20 He who has a crooked mind finds no good, 
And he who Is perverted in his language falls into evil. 
21 He who sires a fool does so to his sorrow, 
And the father of a fool has no joy. 
22 A joyful heart is good medicine, 
But a broken spirit dries up the bones. 
23 A wicked man receives a bribe from the bosom 
To pervert the ways of justice. 
24 Wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding, 
But the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth. 
25 A foolish son is a grief to his father 
And bitterness to her who bore him. 
26 It is also not good to fine the righteous, 
Nor to strike the noble for their uprightness. 
27 He who restrains his words has knowledge, 
And he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding. 
28 
(Proverbs 17 NASB) 


More treasures from Provers are found in chapter 18. The penalty of isolation is 
described in verse 1. It may be comfortably said that isolation causes many 
unintended but gravely wrong and even evil consequences. The bible used by one 
Christlan “sect” was translated by a single person- without significant contributions 
from other Christian scholars. The result is the strangely twisted “New World 
Translation”. The Scriptures counsel against isolation and encourage us to 
fellowship and worship with other believers so they may (hopefully gently) correct 
our misunderstandings and misinterpretations of the Truth (Hebrews 10:25). A 
wonderful Christian praise song is based on Proverbs 18:10 (Please see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYrcrPlysjw). The book of James warns against 
the power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21- James 3:6). The delight of even one true 
friend is contrasted to the false security one might find in many “friends” (verse 
24). My delight in my own wife is reflected in verse 22. 

Proverbs 18 tells us: 


2 A fool does not delight in understanding, 
But only in revealing his own mind. 
3 When a wicked man comes, contempt also comes, 


And with dishonor comes scorn. 

4 The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; 

The fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook. 

5 To show partiality to the wicked is not good, 

Nor to thrust aside the righteous in judgment. 

6A fool's lips bring strife, 

And his mouth calls for blows. 

7 A fool’s mouth is his ruin, 

And his lips are the snare of his soul. 

8 The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, 
And they go down into the innermost parts of the body. 
9 He also who is slack in his work 

Is brother to him who destroys. 
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11 A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, 

And like a high wall in his own imagination. 

12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, 
But humility goes before honor. 

13 He who gives an answer before he hears, 

It is folly and shame to him. 

14 The spirit of a man can endure his sickness, 
But as for a broken spirit who can bear it? 

15 The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge, 
And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge. 

16 A man’s gift makes room for him 

And brings him before great men. 

17 The first to plead his case seems right, 

Until another comes and examines him. 


19 A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city, 
And contentions are like the bars of a citadel. 

20 With the fruit of a man’s mouth his stomach will be satisfied; 
He will be satisfied with the product of his lips. 
21 


23 The poor man utters supplications, 
But the rich man answers roughly. 
24 


”(Proverbs 18 NASB) 


Proverbs 19 explores several key themes: 1) the value of knowledge (verse 2) ; 2) 
the treachery of a false witness (verse 5,9 and 28); 3) the vileness of disrespect for 
one’s own parents (verse 13), 4) the destructiveness of sloth (laziness!) (verse 15 
and 24) , 5) the misery of a “contentious wife” (verse 13), and 6) the value of 
discipline- especially in a developing child (verse 18 and 27). 


Proverbs 19 tells us: 
“Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity 
Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool. 


3 The foolishness of man ruins his way, 

And his heart rages against the Lord. 

4 Wealth adds many friends, 

But a poor man is separated from his friend. 


6 Many will seek the favor of a generous man, 
And every man is a friend to him who gives gifts. 
7 All the brothers of a poor man hate him; 

How much more do his friends abandon him! 

He pursues them with words, but they are gone. 
8 He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; 

He who keeps understanding will find good. 


| 


10 Luxury ts not fitting for a fool; 

Much less for a slave to rule over princes. 

11 A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, 
And it is his glory to overlook a transgression. 
12 The king’s wrath is like the roaring of a lion, 
But his favor is like dew on the grass. 
13 


14 House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, 
But a prudent wife is from the Lord. 


16 He who keeps the commandment keeps his soul, 
But he who is careless of conduct will die. 

17 One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, 
And He will repay him for his good deed. 

18 


19 A man of great anger will bear the penalty, 

For if you rescue him, you will only have to do it again. 
20 Listen to counsel and accept discipline, 

That you may be wise the rest of your days. 

21 Many plans are in a man’s heart, 

But the counsel of the Lord will stand. 

22 What is desirable in a man Is his kindness, 

And it is better to be a poor man than a liar. 

23 The fear of the Lord leads to life, 

So that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil. 

24 


25 Strike a scoffer and the naive may become shrewd, 

But reprove one who has understanding and he will gain knowledge. 
26 He who assaults his father and drives his mother away 

Is a shameful and disgraceful son. 
27 


28 


29 Judgments are prepared for scoffers, 
And blows for the back of fools.” (Proverbs 19 NASB) 


July 25, 2019 Proverbs 20-22 


The wise sayings attributed to Solomon continue in Proverbs 20. The themes here 
are: 1) the sin of drunkenness- not of moderation! (verse 1); 2) sloth (verses 4, 15); 
3) pervasiveness of sin (verse 9); 4) the treasure of knowledge (verse 15); 5) 
allowing the Lord to repay for evil (verse 22); and- dear to my heart- the glory of 
age and wisdom “gray hair” (verse 29). Any of these themes will “preach” and are 
worthy of further study and meditation: 


2 The terror of a king is like the growling of a lion; 
He who provokes him to anger forfeits his own life. 
3 Keeping away from strife is an honor for a man, 
But any fool will quarrel. 


5 A plan in the heart of a man is like deep water, 
But a man of understanding draws it out. 

6 Many a man proclaims his own loyalty, 

But who can find a trustworthy man? 

7 A righteous man who walks in his integrity— 
How blessed are his sons after him. 

8 A king who sits on the throne of justice 
Disperses all evil with his eyes. 


, 


10 Differing weights and differing measures, 

Both of them are abominable to the Lord. 

11 It is by his deeds that a lad distinguishes himself 
If his conduct is pure and right. 

12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye, 

The Lord has made both of them. 


14 “Bad, bad,” says the buyer, 
But when he goes his way, then he boasts. 
15 


16 Take his garment when he becomes surety for a stranger; 
And for foreigners, hold him in pledge. 

17 Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man, 
But afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel. 

18 Prepare plans by consultation, 

And make war by wise guidance. 

19 He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, 
Therefore do not associate with a gossip. 

20 He who curses his father or his mother, 

His lamp will go out in time of darkness. 

21 An inheritance gained hurriedly at the beginning 
Will not be blessed in the end. 


23 Differing weights are an abomination to the Lord, 
And a false scale is not good. 

24 Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, 

How then can man understand his way? 

25 It is a trap for a man to say rashly, “It is holy!” 
And after the vows to make inquiry. 

26 A wise king winnows the wicked, 

And drives the threshing wheel over them. 

27 The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, 
Searching all the innermost parts of his being. 

28 Loyalty and truth preserve the king, 

And he upholds his throne by righteousness. 
29 


30 Stripes that wound scour away evil, 
And strokes reach the innermost parts.” (Proverbs 20 NASB) 


Proverbs 21 touches on some additional themes: 1) the great good that can be done 
by a king- or someone with influence and power (verse 1); the things that are right 
“in our eyes” but that are actually displeasing to the Lord (verse 2); the evil of pride 
(verses 4, an) perils of a “contentious woman” (I have lived this one and know its 
deep truth...! (verse 9); the way to true lasting wealth (verse 17), and the “battle is 
the Lord’s” (verse 31): 


3 To do righteousness and justice 
Is desired by the Lord more than sacrifice. 
4 


5 The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, 
But everyone who Is hasty comes surely to poverty. 


6 The acquisition of treasures by a lying tongue 
Is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit of death. 

7 The violence of the wicked will drag them away, 
Because they refuse to act with justice. 

8 The way of a guilty man is crooked, 

But as for the pure, his conduct Is upright. 


10 The soul of the wicked desires evil; 

His neighbor finds no favor in his eyes. 

11 When the scoffer is punished, the naive becomes wise; 
But when the wise is instructed, he receives knowledge. 
12 The righteous one considers the house of the wicked, 
Turning the wicked to ruin. 

13 He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor 

Will also cry himself and not be answered. 

14 A gift in secret subdues anger, 

And a bribe in the bosom, strong wrath. 

15 The exercise of justice is joy for the righteous, 

But is terror to the workers of iniquity. 

16 A man who wanders from the way of understanding 
Will rest in the assembly of the dead. 

17 

18 The wicked is a ransom for the righteous, 

And the treacherous is in the place of the upright. 

19 It is better to live in a desert land 

Than with a contentious and vexing woman. 

20 There Is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise, 
But a foolish man swallows it up. 

21 He who pursues righteousness and loyalty 

Finds life, righteousness and honor. 

22 A wise man scales the city of the mighty 

And brings down the stronghold in which they trust. 

23 He who guards his mouth and his tongue, 

Guards his soul from troubles. 


25 The desire of the sluggard puts him to death, 
For his hands refuse to work; 

26 All day long he is craving, 

While the righteous gives and does not hold back. 
27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, 
How much more when he brings it with evil intent! 
28 A false witness will perish, 

But the man who listens to the truth will soeak forever. 
29 A wicked man displays a bold face, 

But as for the upright, he makes his way sure. 

30 There is no wisdom and no understanding 

And no counsel against the Lord. 


”(Proverbs 21 NASB) 


Proverbs 22 also explores such important themes as: 1) the value of a good name 
(verse 1); 2) the commonness of all humanity- created by God as rich, poor, white, 
black, brown, male or female; (verse 2), 3) the principle of righteous and disciplined 
child rearing (verse 6), 4) the perils of borrowing and owing money- especially large 
sums (verse 7)- this verse has been popularized by Dave Ramsey, who preaches the 
value of being “debt free”; 5) consequences of oppression of the poor or powerless 
(verse16); 6) avoiding what we would now call “toxic” persons (verse 24), and 7) 
the importance of respecting property and boundaries (thou shalt not covet!)- seen 
in verse 28. Verse 29 may have been a reflection on the many skilled craftsmen 
and artisans that built Solomon’s magnificent Temple. 


The wise one writes: 


3 The prudent sees the evil and hides himself, 

But the naive go on, and are punished for it. 

4 The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord 
Are riches, honor and life. 

5 Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; 
He who guards himself will be far from them. 


| 


8 He who sows iniquity will reap vanity, 
And the rod of his fury will perish. 

9 He who is generous will be blessed, 
For he gives some of his food to the poor. 

10 Drive out the scoffer, and contention will go out, 
Even strife and dishonor will cease. 

11 He who loves purity of heart 

And whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend. 
12 The eyes of the Lord preserve knowledge, 

But He overthrows the words of the treacherous man. 
13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside; 

/ will be killed in the streets!” 

14 The mouth of an adulteress is a deep pit; 

He who is cursed of the Lord will fall into it. 

15 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; 
The rod of discipline will remove it far from him. 


17 Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, 


And apply your mind to my knowledge; 

18 For it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, 
That they may be ready on your lips. 

19 So that your trust may be in the Lord, 

| have taught you today, even you. 

20 Have | not written to you excellent things 

Of counsels and knowledge, 

21 To make you know the certainty of the words of truth 
That you may correctly answer him who sent you? 


22 Do not rob the poor because he is poor, 
Or crush the afflicted at the gate; 

23 For the Lord will plead their case 

And take the life of those who rob them. 


Or go witha hottempered man 


26 Do not be among those who give pledges, 
Among those who become guarantors for debts. 
27 If you have nothing with which to pay, 

Why should he take your bed from under you? 


28 Do not move the ancient boundary 
Which your fathers have set. 


29 Do you see a man skilled in his work? 
He will stand before kings; 
He will not stand before obscure men.” (Proverbs 22 NASB) 


July 26, 2019 Proverbs 23-26 


Proverbs 23 expands the “wise sayings” beyond two line “couplets” to more 
complex thoughts of multiple lines. The themes of Provers 23 are: 1) discretion in 
the presence of a ruler or other powerful person (verse 1-3); 2) the fleeting nature 
of earthly wealth (build up treasure in heaven! Matthew _) -verses 4-5; 3) respect 
for boundary lines and property (verses 10-11); 4)discipline of children (which has 
been the subject of controversy and litigation in recent years)- verses 13-14; 5) 
envy of sinner s and gluttony (verses 17-21); 6) respect for the wisdom of parents 
(verses 22-25); 7) avoiding the adulteress or “harlot” (verses 26-28), and finally 8) a 
long description of the perils and pitfalls of drunkenness (verses 25-35). As always, 
David Guzik’s commentary is very helpful here (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/proverbs-23/). 


2 And put a knife to your throat 

If you are a man of great appetite. 
3 Do not desire his delicacies, 

For it is deceptive food. 


4 Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, 


6 Do not eat the bread of a selfish man, 

Or desire his delicacies; 

7 For as he thinks within himself, so he is. 

He says to you, “Eat and drink!” 

But his heart is not with you. 

8 You will vomit up the morsel you have eaten, 
And waste your compliments. 


9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, 
For he will despise the wisdom of your words. 


10 


11 For their Redeemer is strong; 

He will plead their case against you. 
12 Apply your heart to discipline 

And your ears to words of knowledge. 


13 

Although you strike him with the rod, he will not die. 
14 You shall strike him with the rod 

And rescue his soul from Sheol. 


15 My son, if your heart is wise, 

My own heart also will be glad; 

16 And my inmost being will rejoice 
When your lips speak what Is right. 


18 Surely there is a future, 

And your hope will not be cut off. 

19 Listen, my son, and be wise, 

And direct your heart in the way. 

20 Do not be with heavy drinkers of wine, 

Or with gluttonous eaters of meat; 

21 For the heavy drinker and the glutton will come to poverty, 


And drowsiness will clothe one with rags. 


dnd do not despise your mother when she Iso 
23 Buy truth, and do not sell it, , 
Get wisdom and instruction and understanding. 


24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, 
And he who sires a wise son will be glad in him. 


And Tet her rejoce who gave birth You. 


26 Give me your heart, my son, 
And let your eyes delight in my ways. 


28 Surely she lurks as a robber, 
And increases the faithless among men. 


29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? 

32 At the last it bites like a serpent 

And stings like a viper. 

33 Your eyes will see strange things 

And your mind will utter perverse things. 

34 And you will be like one who lies down in the middle of the sea, 
Or like one who lies down on the top of a mast. 


35 “They struck me, but | did not become iIl; 
They beat me, but I did not know it. 


[nil seek anather drink. “(Proverbs 23 NASB 


Proverbs 24, like Proverbs 23, ends with a long discourse- in this case on the evils of 
laziness and the value of a strong work ethic. The “wise one notices the obvious 
results of laziness in the field and vineyard of the “sluggard” (verses 30-34). The 
result of laziness is poverty, according to this scripture! (verse 34). Verse 11 and 
12, which have to do with ignoring the plight of the helpless, brings to mind the 
denial of some of the German people of the existence of the extermination/death 
camps. How could they not see what was happening...?. The quotation from Martin 
Niemoeller summarizes this well: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_ the 


“First they came for the socialists, and | did not speak out— 


Because | was not a socialist. 


Then they came for the trade unionists, and | did not speak out— 
Because | was not a trade unionist. 


Then they came for the Jews, and | did not speak out— 
Because | was not a Jew. 


Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. “ 


Proverbs 24 reads like this in the NASB translation: 


“Do not be envious of evil men, 
Nor desire to be with them; 

2 For their minds devise violence, 
And their lips talk of trouble. 


5 A wise man is strong, 

And a man of knowledge increases power. 

6 For by wise guidance you will wage war, 

And in abundance of counselors there is victory. 


7 Wisdom is too exalted for a fool, 
He does not open his mouth in the gate. 


8 One who plans to do evil, 

Men will call a schemer. 

9 The devising of folly is sin, 

And the scoffer is an abomination to men. 


10 If you are slack in the day of distress, 
Your strength is limited. 


13 My son, eat honey, for it is good, 

Yes, the honey from the comb is sweet to your taste; 
14 Know that wisdom is thus for your soul; 

If you find it, then there will be a future, 

And your hope will not be cut off. 


15 Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous; 
Do not destroy his resting place; 

16 For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again, 

But the wicked stumble in time of calamity. 


17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 

And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; 
18 Or the Lord will see it and be displeased, 

And turn His anger away from him. 


19 Do not fret because of evildoers 

Or be envious of the wicked; 

20 For there will be no future for the evil man; 
The lamp of the wicked will be put out. 


21 My son, fear the Lord and the king; 

Do not associate with those who are given to change, 
22 For their calamity will rise suddenly, 

And who knows the ruin that comes from both of them? 


23 These also are sayings of the wise. 

To show partiality in judgment is not good. 

24 He who says to the wicked, “You are righteous,” 
Peoples will curse him, nations will abhor him; 

25 But to those who rebuke the wicked will be delight, 
And a good blessing will come upon them. 

26 He kisses the lips 

Who gives a right answer. 


27 Prepare your work outside 
And make it ready for yourself in the field; 
Afterwards, then, build your house. 


28 Do not be a witness against your neighbor without cause, 
And do not deceive with your lips. 

29 Do not say, “Thus | shall do to him as he has done to me; 
/ will render to the man according to his work.” 


32 When | saw, | reflected upon it; 


| looked, and received instruction. 
33 


.” (Proverbs 24 NASB) 


Proverbs 25 is titled by the translator as “These also are proverbs of Solomon which 
the men of Hezekiah, king of Judah, transcribed.”. Proverbs 25 is a collection of 
wise sayings using a series of similes...using the word “as” (verse 3) or “like” 
(verse 11-28). This collection differs structurally from the previous several proverbs 
, and may have been easier to memorize or remember. Proverbs 25 says: 


4 Take away the dross from the silver, 

And there comes out a vessel for the smith; 

5 Take away the wicked before the king, 

And his throne will be established in righteousness. 

6 Do not claim honor in the presence of the king, 

And do not stand in the place of great men; 

7 For it is better that it be said to you, “Come up here,” 

Than for you to be placed lower in the presence of the prince, 
Whom your eyes have seen. 


8 Do not go out hastily to argue your case; 
Otherwise, what will you do in the end, 

When your neighbor humiliates you? 

9 Argue your case with your neighbor, 

And do not reveal the secret of another, 

10 Or he who hears it will reproach you, 

And the evil report about you will not pass away. 


11 


12 Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold 
Is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 

13 Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest 

Is a faithful messenger to those who send him, 

For he refreshes the soul of his masters. 


15 By forbearance a ruler may be persuaded, 

And a soft tongue breaks the bone. 

16 Have you found honey? Eat only what you need, 
That you not have it in excess and vomit it. 

17 Let your foot rarely be in your neighbor’s house, 

Or he will become weary of you and hate you. 

18 Like a club and a sword and a sharp arrow 

ls aman who bears false witness against his neighbor. 
19 Like a bad tooth and an unsteady foot 

Is confidence in a faithless man in time of trouble. 

20 Like one who takes off a garment on a cold day, or like vinegar on soda, 


Is he who sings songs to a troubled heart. 

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; 
And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; 

22 For you will heap burning coals on his head, 
And the Lord will reward you. 

23 The north wind brings forth rain, 

And a backbiting tongue, an angry countenance. 
24 


25 Like cold water to a weary soul, 
So is good news from a distant land. 

26 Like a trampled spring and a polluted well 

Is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked. 
27 It is not good to eat much honey, 

Nor Is it glory to search out one’s own glory. 


28 
(Proverbs 25 NASB) 


Proverbs 26 continues with the “similitudes”...”like” or “as”. These verses may 
have been translated by (the men of) Hezekiah at a later date from the original 

authorship. Some evidence for the historicity of this claim can be found (please see 
http://bible.ucg.org/bible-commentary/Proverbs/Hezekiah's-Solomonic-collection/). 
On a personal note, verse 1 reminds me of the “snow thunderstorm” | experienced 
in Peoria, Illinois in April 1978. | knew it was time to return to the South when it 
snowed in April! 


Proverbs 26 is as follows: 


2 Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying, 
So a curse without cause does not alight. 

3 A whip is for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, 

And a rod for the back of fools. 

4 


6 He cuts off his own feet and drinks violence 

Who sends a message by the hand of a fool. 

7 Like the legs which are useless to the lame, 

So is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

8 Like one who binds a stone in a sling, 

So is he who gives honor to a fool. 

9 Like a thorn which falls into the hand of a drunkard, 
So is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

10 Like an archer who wounds everyone, 


So is he who hires a fool or who hires those who pass by. 


12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? 

There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! 
A lion is in the open square!” 
14 


17 Like one who takes a dog by the ears 

Is he who passes by and meddles with strife not belonging to him. 
18 Like a madman who throws 

Firebrands, arrows and death, 

19 So is the man who deceives his neighbor, 

And says, “Was | not joking?” 

20 For lack of wood the fire goes out, 

And where there is no whisperer, contention quiets down. 

21 


22 The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, 
And they go down into the innermost parts of the body. 
23 Like an earthen vessel overlaid with silver dross 
Are burning lips and a wicked heart. 


28 A lying tongue hates those it crushes, 
And a flattering mouth works ruin.” (Proverbs 26 NASB) 


July 27, 2019 Proverbs 27-31 


We have no assurance that we will be on this earth tomorrow -or any day- (James 
4:13) but our assurance is that God will be with us- he is the “with us” God - as He 
promised to Moses “| am whol am” - loosely translated “I am the God who is and is 
with you always!” (Exodus 3:13-15) Please see 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/i-am-who-i-am) The term “Emmanuel” 
also captures some of this meaning, and many Scriptures attest the presence of 
God “with us” (https://www.openbible.info/topics/god_with_us) Please also see 
(https://getmorestrength.org/daily/god-with-us/) 


Proverbs 27 reads like this in the NASB translation: 


2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; 

A stranger, and not your own lips. 

3 A stone is heavy and the sand weighty, 

But the provocation of a fool is heavier than both of them. 
4 Wrath is fierce and anger is a flood, 

But who can stand before jealousy? 


7 A sated man loathes honey, 

But to a famished man any bitter thing is sweet. 

8 Like a bird that wanders from her nest, 

So is aman who wanders from his home. 

9 Oil and perfume make the heart glad, 

So a man’s counsel is sweet to his friend. 

10 Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s friend, 

And do not go to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity; 
Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother far away. 

11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, 

That | may reply to him who reproaches me. 

12 A prudent man sees evil and hides himself, 

The naive proceed and pay the penalty. 

13 Take his garment when he becomes Surety for a stranger; 

And for an adulterous woman hold him in pledge. 

14 He who blesses his friend with a loud voice early in the morning, 
It will be reckoned a curse to him. 


16 He who would restrain her restrains the wind, 
And grasps oil with his right hand. 

17 Iron sharpens iron, 

So one man sharpens another. 
18 


19 As in water face reflects face, 

So the heart of man reflects man. 

20 Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, 

Nor are the eyes of man ever satisfied. 

21 The crucible is for silver and the furnace for gold, 

And each is tested by the praise accorded him. 

22 Though you pound a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, 
Yet his foolishness will not depart from him. 


25 When the grass disappears, the new growth is seen, 
And the herbs of the mountains are gathered in, 

26 The lambs will be for your clothing, 

And the goats will bring the price of a field, 

27 And there will be goats’ milk enough for your food, 
For the food of your household, 

And sustenance for your maidens. 


This Proverbs captures wisdom about such diverse subjects as the importance of 
expressing love (verse 5), the value of true friendship (verse 6), the characteristics 
of a “contentious woman” (verse 15), and the importance of nurturing not only fruit 
trees- in this case figs- but those who care for us (verse 18) as well as some “animal 
husbandry” advice (verse 23), and the impermanence of wealth (verse 24). The 
wealth of a person in these times was measured in part by the number and health 
of the flocks owned by the individual. 


A series of “warnings” is presented in proverbs 28. Jesus may have had verse 24 in 
mind when He chastened the Pharisees about “tithing the “dill and cummin” 
(Matthew 23:23) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 
and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without 
neglecting the others.” , but refusing to help their parents because the funds they 
might have used were declared to be “corban” (Mark 7:1-13) 


“To show partiality is not good, 
Because for a piece of bread a man will transgress. 

22 A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth 

And does not know that want will come upon him. 

23 He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor 
Than he who flatters with the tongue. 


25 An arrogant man stirs up Strife, 
But he who trusts in the Lord will prosper. 
26 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, 
But he who walks wisely will be delivered. 


(Proverbs 28:21-28 NASB) 


More warnings follow in Proverbs 29. The transgressions of the wicked (verse 16) 
does not ultimately lead to prosperity but to a “fall”; disciplining a child when he 
can receive correction (verse 17), 

the importance of “vision” (verse 18 -please see the ESV translation “Where there 
is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the 


law.” And the reference/link: https://www.gccc.net/proverbs/do-people-really-perish- 
for-a-lack-of-vision/); the perils of pride (verse 23)- perhaps “Satan’s sin”- see Isaiah 


14:14), and the ultimate favor is to be gained with the Lord, not with earthly rulers 
(verse 26): 


19 A slave will not be instructed by words alone; 

For though he understands, there will be no response. 
20 Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? 
There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

21 He who pampers his slave from childhood 

Will in the end find him to be a son. 

22 An angry man stirs up strife, 

And a hot-tempered man abounds in transgression. 
23 


24 He who is a partner with a thief hates his own life; 
He hears the oath but tells nothing. 

25 The fear of man brings a snare, 

But he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted. 


27 An unjust man is abominable to the righteous, 
And he who is upright in the way is abominable to the wicked.” (Proverbs 29:16-27 
NASB) 


Where there is no vision, the people perish. 
—Proverbs 29:18 


chdw.cc 


Proverbs 30 and 31 are attributed to Agur (Proverbs 30) and Lemuel (Proverbs 31). 
Though similar in literary form and tone, they may be “added” sections of the 
original book of Proverbs. Please see further information at: 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agur; https://www.gotquestions.org/Agur- 


Proverbs.html, https://www.gotquestions.org/King-Lemuel.html). Regardless 
whether these two proverbs are the works of a “collector” (Agur” or “One Devoted 


to God” (Lemuel), they are inspired by the Spirit and authoritative. 


Proverbs 30 is a “collection” of wise sayings concerning: 1) a prophetic vision of the 
Lord Jesus (verse 4- who has ascended and descended, and is the Lord); the 
reliability of God’s Word (verses 5 and 6) and a prohibition against “adding” to them 
(see Revelation 22:18-19), the perils of “self righteousness- the one who is “pure in 
his own eyes” (verse 12), a short poem about greed (verses 15-17), marveling at 
the beauty of the created world (verses 18-19); four thangs that cause the earth to 
“quake” (verses 21-23), and the foolishness of exalting oneself (verses 32-33): 


“The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the oracle. 


The man declares to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal: 


2 Surely |am more stupid than any man, 

And | do not have the understanding of a man. 
3 Neither have | learned wisdom, 

Nor do! have the knowledge of the Holy One. 


5 Every word of God is tested; 
He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. 


7 Two things | asked of You, 

Do not refuse me before | die: 

8 Keep deception and lies far from me, 

Give me neither poverty nor riches; 

Feed me with the food that is my portion, 

9 That | not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the Lord?” 
Or that | not be in want and steal, 

And profane the name of my God. 


10 Do not slander a slave to his master, 
Or he will curse you and you will be found guilty. 


11 There is a kind of man who curses his father 
And does not bless his mother. 


13 There is a kind—oh how lofty are ‘his eyes! 


And his eyelids are raised in arrogance. 

14 There is a kind of man whose teeth are like swords 
And his jaw teeth like knives, 

To devour the afflicted from the earth 

And the needy from among men. 


20 This is the way of an adulterous woman: 
She eats and wipes her mouth, 
And says, “| have done no wrong.” 


24 Four things are small on the earth, 

But they are exceedingly wise: 

25 The ants are not a strong people, 

But they prepare their food in the summer; 
26 The shephanim are not mighty people, 
Yet they make their houses in the rocks; 

27 The locusts have no king, 

Yet all of them go out in ranks; 

28 The lizard you may grasp with the hands, 
Yet it is in kings’ palaces. 


29 There are three things which are stately in their march, 
Even four which are stately when they walk: 

30 The lion which is mighty among beasts 

And does not retreat before any, 


31 The strutting rooster, the male goat also, 
And a king when his army is with him. 


.” (Proverbs 30 NASB) 


Proverbs 31 is the “capstone Proverb”, penned by Lemuel (who may have been 
Solomon himself). The closing section of Proverbs 31 has been a special delight to 
me, for it edscribes in great detail the wonderful, beautiful and talented woman God 
has blessed me with to be my wife. Carol truly reflects the virtues and graces of the 
“Proverbs 31 woman”! 


The first section of this last proverb deals with: 1) the perils (and comforts) of 
“strong drink” (verses 4-7), and the need to defend the powerless among us (verse 
9). As an aside, | wonder if these verses about the comfort of “strong drink” may 
have led to the legendary St. Bernard “rescue dog” with a barrel of “spirits” 
attached to its collar (please see: https://www.petful.com/working-dogs/whats-in- 
the-barrel-around-a-saint-bernards-neck/) 


The words of King Lemuel, the oracle which his mother taught him: 


2 What, O my son? 

And what, O son of my womb? 

And what, O son of my vows? 

3 Do not give your strength to women, 

Or your ways to that which destroys kings. 


8 Open your mouth for the mute, 
For the rights of all the unfortunate. 


: 


14 She is like merchant ships; 

She brings her food from afar. 

15 She rises also while it is still night 

And gives food to her household 

And portions to her maidens. 

16 She considers a field and buys it; 

From her earnings she plants a vineyard. 

17 She girds herself with strength 

And makes her arms strong. 

18 She senses that her gain is good; 

Her lamp does not go out at night. 

19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff, 
And her hands grasp the spindle. 

20 She extends her hand to the poor, 

And she stretches out her hands to the needy. 
21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household, 
For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 


23 Her husband is known in the gates, 
When he sits among the elders of the land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells them, 


And supplies belts to the tradesmen. 
25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
And she smiles at the future. 


31 Give her the product of her hands, 
And let her works praise her in the gates.” (Proverbs 31 NASB) 


The glorious description of the “excellent wife” is a constant treasure to me. In it | 
find the virtues of trust, goodness, faithfulness, useful and creative talents (like 
quilting!), strength and dignity, and inner beauty that is imperishable. | thank God 
each day for this priceless gift! 


July 28, 2019 Ecclesiastes 1-4 


The Book of Ecclesiastes is part of the “wisdom literature” of the Bible. Unlike most 
of the other Scriptures in the Old or New Covenant collections, it has a profoundly 
pessimistic (realistic?) tone throughout. Wikipedia 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastes#CITEREFChristianson2007) refers to 
Christainson’s book (Christianson, Eric S. (2007). Ecclesiastes Through the 

Centuries. Wiley-Blackwell. ISBN 9780631225294) in quoting Thomas Woolfe’s 
“Ecclesiastes has had a deep influence on Western literature. It contains several 
phrases that have resonated in British and American culture, and was quoted by 
Abraham Lincoln addressing Congress in 1862. American novelist Thomas Wolfe 
wrote: 


"f all | have ever seen or learned, that book seems to me the noblest, the wisest, 
and the most powerful expression of man's life upon this earth—and also the 
highest flower of poetry, eloquence, and truth. | am not given to dogmatic 
judgments in the matter of literary creation, but if | had to make one | could say that 
Ecclesiastes is the greatest single piece of writing | have ever known, and the 
wisdom expressed in it the most lasting and profound." 


The author- not names- calls himself the “Preacher” or as sometimes rendered 
“Teacher”. He reflects on the meaninglessness (or seeming “vanity” or futility of 
everything under the sun. Chapter 3 of this classic wisdom book has been set to 
music in a folk song by Peter Seeger- “Turn, turn, turn” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbPI91kTFro) as well as the rock group the 
Byrds (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4ga_ M5Zdn4): 

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, a time to reap that which is 
planted; 


A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.” 


The theme of hopelessness and meaninglessness is somewhat ameliorated in the 
last Chapter in which we find this statement: "Fear God, and keep his 
commandments; for that is the whole duty of everyone" (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Some 
scholars, when describing the process of canonization of the Old Testament, suggest 
that “a creative reading of Eccles. 1:3 and 12:13” were the key reason that these 
writings were canonized (An Obituary for "Wisdom Literature": The Birth, Death, and 
Intertextual Reintegration of a Biblical Corpus, Will Kynes Oxford University Press, Dec 
20, 2018) 


Ecclesiastes 1 starts the book with these words: 


2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, 
“Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” 


5 Also, the sun rises and the s sun sets; 
And hastening to its place it rises there again. 
6 Blowing toward the south, 

Then turning toward the north, 

The wind continues swirling along; 

And on its circular courses the wind returns. 

7 All the rivers flow into the sea, 

Yet the sea /s not full. 

To the place where the rivers flow, 

There they flow again. 


11 There is no remembrance of earlier things; 
And also of the later things which will occur, 


There will be for them no remembrance 
Among those who will come later still. 


The Futility of Wisdom 


16! said to myself, “Behold, | have magnified and increased wisdom more than all 
who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom 
and knowledge.” 17 And | set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and 
folly; | realized that this also is striving after wind. 18 


” 


(Ecclesiastes 1 NASB) 


The authority- and perhaps the inclusion of this book in the canon- at least partly 
rests on the claim of the writer to be the “king of Israel and Son of David”- Solomon 
himself (verse 1). This entire book, then serves as a kind of “counterpoint” to the 
Book of Proverbs, where the virtues and meaning of the Godly life are explored. 


The Preacher then explores the possible meanings in pleasure (verses 1-11), 
wisdom (verses 12-17) and labor (verses 18-26) and comes to the conclusion that 
all of these also are “vanity”: 


?” 31 explored with my mind how to stimulate my body 
with wine while my mind was guiding me wisely, and how to take hold of folly, until 1 
could see what good there is for the sons of men to do under heaven the few years 
of their lives. 4 1 enlarged my works: | built houses for myself, | planted vineyards 
for myself; 5 | made gardens and parks for myself and | planted in them all kinds of 
fruit trees; 6 | made ponds of water for myself from which to irrigate a forest of 
growing trees. 7! bought male and female slaves and | had homeborn slaves. Also | 
possessed flocks and herds larger than all who preceded me in Jerusalem. 8 Also, | 
collected for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces. | 
provided for myself male and female singers and the pleasures of men—many 
concubines. 


9 Then I became great and increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusalem. 
My wisdom also stood by me. 10 All that my eyes desired | did not refuse them. | did 
not withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart was pleased because of all 
my labor and this was my reward for all my labor. 11 Thus | considered all my 
activities which my hands had done and the labor which | had exerted, and behold 
all was vanity and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun. 


Wisdom Excels Folly 


15 Then | said to myself, “As is the fate of the fool, it will also befall me. Why then 
have | been extremely wise?” So | said to myself, “This too is vanity.” 16 For there is 
no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the fool, inasmuch as in the 
coming days all will be forgotten. And how the wise man and the fool alike die! 17 
So | hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was grievous to me; 
because everything is futility and striving after wind. 


The Futility of Labor 
18 


20 Therefore 
| completely despaired of all the fruit of my labor for which | had labored under the 
sun. 21 When there is a man who has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, 
then he gives his legacy to one who has not labored with them. This too is vanity 
and a great evil. 22 For what does a man get in all his labor and in his striving with 
which he labors under the sun? 23 Because all his days his task is painful and 
grievous; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is vanity. 


24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his 
labor is good. This also | have seen that it is from the hand of God. 25 For who can 
eat and who can have enjoyment without Him? 26 For to a person who Is good in 
His sight He has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has 
given the task of gathering and collecting so that he may give to one who is good in 
Goa’s sight. This too is vanity and striving after wind.” (Ecclesiastes 2 NASB) 


The Teacher reflects on the rhythms of life that he has observed- the orderly 
repetition of the cycles of planting and harvesting, birth and death, light and 
darkness and observes: 


“There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event 
under heaven— 


2 A time to give birth and a time to die; 

A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted. 
3 A time to kill and a time to heal; 

A time to tear down and a time to build up. 

4 A time to weep and a time to laugh; 

A time to mourn and a time to dance. 

5 A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; 
A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing. 

6 A time to search and a time to give up as lost; 

A time to keep and a time to throw away. 

7 A time to tear apart and a time to sew together; 

A time to be silent and a time to speak. 

8 A time to love and a time to hate; 


A time for war and a time for peace. 


9 What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils? 10 | have seen the 
task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves. 


God Set Eternity in the Heart of Man 

11 He has made everything appropriate in its time. 

heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the 
beginning even to the end. 


Co 141 know that everything God does will remain forever; 


there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has so 
worked that men should fear Him. 15 That which is has been already and that which 
will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by. 


16 Furthermore, | have seen under the sun that in the place of justice there is 
wickedness and in the place of righteousness there is wickedness. 17 1 said to 
myself, “God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked man,” for a time for 
every matter and for every deed is there. 18 | said to myself concerning the sons of 
men, “God has surely tested them in order for them to see that they are but 
beasts.” 19 For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same. As 
one dies so dies the other; indeed, they all have the same breath and there is no 
advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity. 20 All go to the same place. All 
came from the dust and all return to the dust. 21 Who knows that the breath of man 
ascends upward and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth? 22 | 
have seen that nothing is better than that man should be happy in his activities, for 
that is his lot. For who will bring him to see what will occur after him? (Ecclesiastes 


3 NASB) 


There are some “hints” of optimism in Chapter 3- the cycles that are observed in 
verses 1-8 are seen as part of the way God deals with the earth and its inhabitants, 


Turn Turn Turn - sings young Pete Seeger - YouTube 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=GbPI91kTFro 


and that “eternity” has been set by God in the heart of mankind (verse 11). 
Whether this is considered by the Teacher as a “false hope” for eternity can only be 
surmised from the body of this writing. 


The Teacher notes that there are many examples of evil- of hurtfulness, selfishness, 
pride and envy that plague us. Yet the Teacher concludes that it would be better 
for both the oppressor and oppressed if they had never been born (verse 3). This is 
an echo of Job, where Job curses the day he was born and allowed to live (Job 3:1,3 
and later Jeremiah 20:14): 


“Then | looked again at all the acts of oppression which were being done under the 
sun. And behold | saw the tears of the oppressed and that they had no one to 

comfort them; and on the side of their oppressors was power, but they had no one 
to comfort them. 


7 Then | looked again at vanity under the sun. 8 There was a certain man without a 
dependent, having neither a son nor a brother, yet there was no end to all his labor. 


9 Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 10 For if 
either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls 
when there is not another to lift him up. 11 Furthermore, if two lie down together 
they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone? 12 And if one can overpower him 
who is alone, two can resist him. 


. 14 For he has come out of prison to become king, even 
though he was born poor in his kingdom. 15 | have seen all the living under the sun 
throng to the side of the second lad who replaces him. 


. (Ecclesiastes 4 


NASB) 


Despite the pessimistic context, verse 12b is sometimes quoted at wedding 
ceremonies, where the interpretation is that a man and woman when woven 
together by God are a powerfully united “team” which can withstand the trials and 
temptations of life that await them. The Preacher/Teacher than repeats the refrain 
“this too is vanity and striving after wind” (verse 16). 


July 29, 2019 Ecclesiastes 5-8 


The proper worship of God, and the avoidance of fools and their worship, is the 
subject of the first section of Ecclesiastes Chapter 5. The second half of this chapter 
has to do with the “folly” of riches. Solomon himself would have been very familiar 
with both of these themes, since he was the prime mover behind building the 
Temple, as well as attributed to have untold riches. 


2 Do not be 


hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. 
For God Is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few. 3 
For the dream comes through much effort and the voice of a fool through many 
words. 


4 a sr ar en rarer arr 
5 It is better that you should not vow than that you 


should vow and not pay. 6 Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in 
the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be 
angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands? 7 


9 After all, a king who cultivates 


the field is an advantage to the land. 


The Folly of Riches 
10 


. 11 When good things increase, those 
who consume them increase. So what is the advantage to their owners except to 
look on? 12 


13 There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded 
by their owner to his hurt. 14 When those riches were lost through a bad investment 


and he had fathered a son, then there was nothing to support him. Toe 


sieve eviexacly as 91m 17 Throughout his life he also eats in darkness with 


great vexation, sickness and anger. 


18 Here is what | have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself 
in all one’s labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life 
which God has given him; for this is his reward. 19 Furthermore, as for every man to 
whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from 


them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God. 20 For 
he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him occupied with 
the gladness of his heart.” (Ecclesiastes 5 NASB) 


Ecclesiastes 6 continues the pessimistic strain of earlier chapters- the theme is a 
stark one- there is no ultimate or eternal significance in life. The Teacher/Preacher 
writes: 


3 If a man fathers a 
hundred children and lives many years, however many they be, but his soul is not 
satisfied with good things and he does not even have a proper burial, then | say, 
“Better the miscarriage than he, 4 for it comes in futility and goes into obscurity; 
and its name is covered in obscurity. 5 It never sees the sun and it never knows 
anything; it is better off than he. 


7 All a man’s labor is for his mouth and yet the appetite is not satisfied. 8 For what 
advantage does the wise man have over the fool? What advantage does the poor 
man have, knowing how to walk before the living? 9 What the eyes see is better 
than what the soul desires. This too is futility and a striving after wind. 


10 Whatever exists has already been named, and it is known what man ts; for he 
cannot dispute with him who is stronger than he is. 11 


the sun?” (Ecclesiastes 6 NASB) 


The structure of the “couplets” in Ecclesiastes 7 is similar in for to those in 
Proverbs, but the tone is quite different. Instead of the optimism and promise- and 
eternal meaning of a life in obedience reflected in Proverbs- we see the dark, 
mysterious and ultimately meaninglessness of life in Ecclesiastes. IT is as the 
Proverbs were reflected into an evil “fun house mirror”! The preacher even takes a 
dig at women at the end of his long discourse about the attainment of wisdom, and 
the hollowness of this prize (verse 28). 


The Preacher tells us: 
“A good name is better than a good ointment, 


And the day of one’s death Is better than the day of one’s birth. 
2 


Because that is the end of every man, 
And the living takes it to heart. 
3 


4 The mind of the wise is in the house of mourning, 


While the mind of fools is in the house of pleasure. 
5 It is better to listen to the rebuke of a wise man 
Than for one to listen to the song of fools. 
slasher ene 
And this too is futility. 

7 For oppression makes a wise man mad, 


And a bribe corrupts the heart. 
8 


9 Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, 

For anger resides in the bosom of fools. 

10 Do not say, “Why Is it that the former days were better than these?” 
For it is not from wisdom that you ask about this. 

11 Wisdom along with an inheritance is good 

And an advantage to those who see the sun. 

12 For wisdom is protection just as money is protection, 

But the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the lives of its 
Possessors. 


13 Consider the work of God, 


14 In the day of prosperity be happy, 

But in the day of adversity consider— 

God has made the one as well as the other 

So that man will not discover anything that will be after him. 


15 | have seen everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a righteous man 
who perishes in his righteousness and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in 
his wickedness. 


17 Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool. 
Why should you die before your time? 18 It is good that you grasp one thing and 
also not let go of the other; for the one who fears God comes forth with both of 
them. 


19 Wisdom strengthens a wise man more than ten rulers who are ina city. 20 
Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who 
never sins. 21 Also, do not take seriously all words which are spoken, so that you 
will not hear your servant cursing you. 22 For you also have realized that you 
likewise have many times cursed others. 


23 | tested all this with wisdom, and | said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from me. 
2251 
directed my mind to know, to investigate and to seek wisdom and an explanation, 
and to know the evil of folly and the foolishness of madness. 26 And | discovered 
more bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares and nets, whose hands are 
chains. One who is pleasing to God will escape from her, but the sinner will be 
captured by her. 


27 “Behold, | have discovered this,” says the Preacher, “adding one thing to another 
to find an explanation, 28 which | am still seeking but have not foun 


29 
Behold, | have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought 
out many devices.” (Ecclesiastes 7 NASB) 


Ecclesiastes 8 can be summarized in two main themes: 1) obey those in authority 
(similar to the truth presented in Romans 13); and 2) the final end of both the 
righteous and the wicked. 

The Preacher/Teacher writes: 


“Who is like the wise man and who knows the interpretation of a matter? A man’s 


5 He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for a wise heart knows 
the proper time and procedure. 6 For there is a proper time and procedure for every 
delight, though a man’s trouble is heavy upon him. 7 If no one knows what will 
happen, who can tell him when it will happen? 8 No man has authority to restrain 
the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge 
in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it. 9 All this | have 
seen and applied my mind to every deed that has been done under the sun wherein 
a man has exercised authority over another man to his hurt. 


6) 


. 13 But it will not be 
well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he 
does not fear God. 


14 There is futility which is done on the earth, that is, there are righteous men to 
whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked. On the other hand, there 
are evil men to whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. | say that 
this too is futility. 15 So |! commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man 
under the sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry, and this will stand by him 
in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given him under the sun. 


.” (Ecclesiastes 8 


July 30, 2019 Ecclesiastes 9-12 


Ecclesiastes 9 see the Preacher/Teacher admonishing the reader that both the 
righteous and evil person end up in the same place. This is certainly contrary to the 
teachings, wishes and hopes of classis Jewish Theism, where the righteous are 
rewarded (see the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). In Jesus’ 
parable recorded by Luke, the poor man rests at the “side of Abraham” (verse 21) 
and the rich man is in the torment of Hades (verse 23). Clearly there is a different 
outcome for the righteous and unrighteous as taught by the vast majority of 
Scripture. Jesus speaks several time of the “reward in Heaven” (please see 


https://www.gotquestions.org/rewards-in-heaven.html). 


The Preacher writes: 

“For | have taken all this to my heart and explain it that righteous men, wise men, 
and their deeds are in the hand of God. Man does not know whether it will be love 
or hatred; anything awaits him. 


. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men 
are full of evil and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. Afterwards they 
go to the dead. 4 For whoever is joined with all the living, there is hope; surely a live 
dog is better than a dead lion. 


Go then, eat your bread in happiness and drink your wine with a cheerful heart; for 
God has already approved your works. 8 Let your clothes be white all the time, and 
let not oil be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all 
the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you under the sun; for this is 
your reward in life and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun.” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:1-9 NASB). 


However, the advice to us is to do whatever we do “with all our heart and might”: 


11 / again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift and the battle is not to 
the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise nor wealth to the discerning nor favor 
to men of ability; for time and chance overtake them all. 12 Moreover, man does 
not know his time: like fish caught in a treacherous net and birds trapped in a snare, 
so the sons of men are ensnared at an evil time when it suddenly falls on them. 


13 Also this | came to see as wisdom under the sun, and it impressed me. 14 There 
was a small city with few men in it and a great king came to it, surrounded it and 
constructed large siegeworks against it. 15 But there was found in it a poor wise 
man and he delivered the city by his wisdom. Yet no one remembered that poor 
man. 16 So! said, “Wisdom is better than strength.” 


” (Ecclesiastes 9:10-17 
NASB) 


Ecclesiastes 10 continues the theme of “asymmetry”- just one sin or one foolish act 
completely cancels all the good that was before. The Preacher tells us: 

“Dead flies make a perfumer’s oil stink, so a little foolishness is weightier than 
wisdom and honor. 2 A wise man’s heart directs him toward the right, but the 
foolish man’s heart directs him toward the left. 3 Even when the fool walks along 
the road, his sense is lacking and he demonstrates to everyone that he is a fool. 4 If 
the ruler’s temper rises against you, do not abandon your position, because 
composure allays great offenses. 


5 There is an evil | have seen under the sun, like an error which goes forth from the 
ruler— 6 folly is set in many exalted places while rich men sit in humble places. 7 | 


8 He who digs a pit may fall into it, and a serpent may bite him who breaks through 
a wall. 9 He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, and he who splits logs may 
be endangered by them. 10 If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then 
he must exert more strength. Wisdom has the advantage of giving success. 11 If 
the serpent bites before being charmed, there is no profit for the charmer. 12 


18 Through indolence the rafters sag, and through slackness the house leaks. 19 
Men prepare a meal for enjoyment, and wine makes life merry, and money is the 
answer to everything. 20 Furthermore, in your bedchamber do not curse a king, and 
in your sleeping rooms do not curse a rich man, for a bird of the heavens will carry 
the sound and the winged creature will make the matter known.” (Ecclesiastes 10 
NASB) 


The tenor and theme of Ecclesiastes 11 is almost akin to “eat, drink and be 
merry...” which is a “conflation” of two Scripture verses (Ecclesiastes 8:15: "Then | 
commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, 
and to drink, and to be merry". 

1 Corinthians 15:32b: "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die."). The young man 
is advised to enjoy the “prime” of his life, for only lessened strength and intellect 
will inevitably follow: 

“Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days. 2 
Divide your portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what misfortune 
may occur on the earth. 3 If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; 
and whether a tree falls toward the south or toward the north, wherever the tree 
falls, there it lies. 4 He who watches the wind will not sow and he who I/ooks at the 
clouds will not reap. 5 


6 Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in the evening, for you do not 
know whether morning or evening sowing will succeed, or whether both of them 
alike will be good. 


7 The light is pleasant, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8 Indeed, if a man 
should live many years, let him rejoice in them all, and let him remember the days 
of darkness, for they will be many. Everything that is to come will be futility. 


9 Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during 
the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires 
of your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things. 10 
So, remove grief and anger from your heart and put away pain from your body, 
because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting.” (Ecclesiastes 11 NASB) 


So what exactly does “cast you bread on the surface of the waters” (verse 1) mean? 
A very helpful reference is illuminating (https://opentheword.org/2016/09/15/what- 
it-means-to-cast-your-bread-upon-the-water/) To quote: “Be faithful, and steadfast 


in giving of yourself and your resources. Don’t allow the clouds of fear, rain of 
rejection and pre-eminent signs of the times keep you from carrying out your 
physical and spiritual responsibilities. 


Cast your bread upon the waters without reservation knowing that God is faithful 
and in due time your investment will return.” 


Cast Your Bread on the Waters 


The last chapter of Ecclesiastes may have “saved” the book from rejection when the 
canon Scriptures were selected. The moral provided at the end of this otherwise 
pessimistic and negative book urges us to “follow God” and “obey the 
commandments” Some have suggested that this chapter was added later. The 
Enduring Word commentary does not comment on the historicity of this writing, but 
does offer deep insights into this chapter as well as the whole book 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ecclesiastes-12/). 


Wikipedia’s article on Ecclesiastes comments on the process of canonization, but 
does not suggest a “later author” for Chapter 13: 

“The presence of Ecclesiastes in the Bible is something of a puzzle, as the common 
themes of the Hebrew canon—a God who reveals and redeems, who elects and 


cares for a chosen people—are absent from it, which suggests that Kohelet had lost 
his faith in his old age. Understanding the book was a topic of the earliest recorded 
discussions (the hypothetical Council of Jamnia in the 1st century CE). One 
argument advanced then was that the name of Solomon carried enough authority to 
ensure its inclusion, but other works which appeared with Solomon's name were 
excluded despite being more orthodox than Ecclesiastes.24 Another was that the 
words of the epilogue, in which the reader is told to fear God and keep his 
commands, made it orthodox; but all later attempts to find anything in the rest of 
the book that would reflect this orthodoxy have failed. A modern suggestion treats 
the book as a dialogue in which different statements belong to different voices, with 
Kohelet himself answering and refuting unorthodox opinions, but there are no 
explicit markers for this in the book, as there are, for example in the Book of Job. 
Yet another suggestion is that Ecclesiastes is simply the most extreme example of a 
tradition of skepticism, but none of the proposed examples match Ecclesiastes for a 
sustained denial of faith and doubt in the goodness of God. "In short, we do not 
know why or how this book found its way into such esteemed company," 
summarizes Martin A. Shields in his 2006 book The End of Wisdom: A Reappraisal of 
the Historical and Canonical Function of Ecclesiastes” 


For more discussion as to the authorship and historicity of Ecclesiastes 12 please 


see (http://www.usefulbible.com/ecclesiastes/about-book-ecclesiastes.htm) 
The final verses of Chapter 12 state: “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: 


(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 NASB) 


July 31, 2019 Song of Solomon 


The Song of Solomon is among many other things an answer to a Bible Trivia 
question...”What are the two books that do not mention the name of or the word 
God?” - The answer- Esther and Song of Solomon. This Song has been part of the 
canon Scripture primarily- in my opinion- because it is taken as an allegory between 
God and His people- or Jesus and His body on earth- the church. It has been 
“discovered” as a sensual and even “sexy” book in the middle of the otherwise less 
“racy” context of all Scriptures, and is frank and explicit about the pleasures of 
human love and love making. This stands as another example of the ruthless 
honesty of the Bible which presents the pessimism of Ecclesiastes as well as the 
“sunny, optimistic” Proverbs, the “sinful and undesirable” murder, lust, desire for 
revenge, selfish ambition, as well as the reality of our physical bodies and their 
desires as in this Book. 


The commentary in Enduring Word reflects on the inclusion of the book as primarily 


an “allegory” (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/song-of-solomon-1/), to 


quote: 
“1. (1) Title: The Song of All Songs. 
The song of songs, which is Solomon's. 


a. The song of songs: This great song, or collection of poetic songs, is unique in the 
Bible. If the Song of Solomon was not in our Bible and we were to discover it as an 
ancient document from the time of Solomon, it is unlikely that we would include it in 
the collection of Old Testament books. 


i. “If a manuscript of this little book were found alone, detached from the biblical 
context and tradition, it undoubtedly would be viewed as secular. The book has no 
obvious religious content.” (Kinlaw) 


ii. It seems that Bible translators cannot even agree on a name for the book. Some 
call it “Song of Solomon,” some “Song of Songs,” some even use the Latin word for 
songs, calling it “Canticles.” 


iii. 
“The 
entire history of the world from it beginning to this very day does not outshine that 
day on which this book was given to Israel. All the Scriptures, indeed, are holy... but 
the Song of Songs is the Holy of Holies.” (Rabbi Agiba, an early Jewish commentator 
on Song of Solomon, cited in Kinlaw) 


iv. Charles Spurgeon preached 59 sermons on this book (in Victorian England) and 
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) preached 86 sermons on chapters one and two 
alone. 


b. The song of songs: Many different interpretive approaches have been used in 
understanding this great song. 


i. Some avoid this book altogether. Origen (c.185-c.254), an important teacher in 
the early church, said of the Song of Solomon: “I advise and counsel everyone who 
is not yet rid of vexations of the flesh and blood, and has not ceased to feel the 
passions of this bodily nature, to refrain from reading the book and the things that 
will be said about it.” Origen apparently felt he was prepared to study Song of 
Solomon because he castrated himself when he was a young man. 


iii. Others see this book primarily as a drama dealing with three characters; 
Solomon, a simple country shepherd, and the young maiden. The idea is that 
Solomon one day traveled through his kingdom and saw the young maiden and was 
captivated by her beauty. Though she was betrothed to the simple shepherd, 
Solomon brought her back to his palace and tried to win her affection with all lavish 
gifts and loving words. Though her resolve wavered, just before she gave in to 


Solomon’s attention and affection, she fled his palace and went back to her simple 
shepherd, her true love. 


iv. The best way to see this book is as a literal, powerful description of the romantic 
and sensual love between a man and a woman, observing both their courtship and 
their marriage. It does not give us a smooth chronological story, beginning with the 
introduction of the couple to one another and ending with their married life 
together. Instead, it is a collection of “snapshots” of their courting and married life, 
with the pictures not necessarily in order. 


v. Yet, because God deliberately uses the marriage relationship as an illustration of 
the relationship that He has with His people, we find that this great song of songs 
illustrates the love, the intensity, and the beauty of relationship that should exist 
between God and the believer. This is clearly a secondary meaning, sublimated to 
the plain literal meaning, yet nevertheless valid and important. 


vi. “There are those who treat this Book as a song of human love. There are those 
who consider its only value is that of its mystical suggestiveness. Personally, | 
believe that both values are here.” (Morgan)” 


The structure of most of this memorable and poetic book is a dialogue between a 
Shunamite woman, and her lover, identified here as Solomon himself: 
“The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s. 


2 “May he kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! 
For your love is better than wine. 

3 “Your oils have a pleasing fragrance, 

Your name is like purified oil; 

Therefore the maidens love you. 

4 “Draw me after you and let us run together! 
The king has brought me into his chambers.” 


“We will rejoice in you and be glad; 
We will extol your love more than wine. 
Rightly do they love you.” 


My mother’s sons were angry with me; 

They made me caretaker of the vineyards, 

But | have not taken care of my own vineyard. 

7 “Tell me, O you whom my soul loves, 

Where do you pasture your flock, 

Where do you make it lie down at noon? 

For why should | be like one who veils herself 

Beside the flocks of your companions?” (Song of Solomon 1: 1-7 NASB) 


Solomon replies, praising the maiden’s beauty: 
“lf you yourself do not know, 

Most beautiful among women, 

Go forth on the trail of the flock 

And pasture your young goats 

By the tents of the shepherds. 


9 “To me, my darling, you are like 

My mare among the chariots of Pharaoh. 
10 “Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments, 
Your neck with strings of beads.” 


11 “We will make for you ornaments of gold 
With beads of silver.” 


12 “While the king was at his table, 

My perfume gave forth its fragrance. 

13 “My beloved is to me a pouch of myrrh 

Which lies all night between my breasts. 

14 “My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms 
In the vineyards of Engedi.” 


15 “How beautiful you are, my darling, 
How beautiful you are! 
Your eyes are like doves.” 


16 “How handsome you are, my beloved, 

And so pleasant! 

Indeed, our couch is luxuriant! 

17 “The beams of our houses are cedars, 

Our rafters, cypresses.” (Song of Solomon 1:8-17 NASB) 


In Chapter 2 the lovers speak of their intertwining love, and their devotion to each 
other: 

“My beloved is mine, and | am his; 

He pastures his flock among the lilies. 

17 “Until the cool of the day when the shadows flee away, 

Turn, my beloved, and be like a gazelle 

Ora young stag on the mountains of Bether.” (Song of Solomon 2:16-17 NASB) 


The Bride then has a troubling dream- she cannot find her lover! 
“On my bed night after night | sought him 

Whom my soul loves; 

| sought him but did not find him. 

2 ‘I must arise now and go about the city; 

In the streets and in the squares 

/ must seek him whom my soul loves.’ 

| sought him but did not find him. 

3 “The watchmen who make the rounds in the city found me, 


And | said, ‘Have you seen him whom my soul loves?’ 
4 “Scarcely had | left them 

When | found him whom my soul loves; 

| held on to him and would not let him go 

Until | had brought him to my mother’s house, 

And into the room of her who conceived me.” 


5 “| adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 

By the gazelles or by the hinds of the field, 

That you will not arouse or awaken my love 

Until she pleases.” (Song of Solomon 3: 1-5 NASB) 


The groom- Solomon- is found and is ready for the wedding celebration: 
“Go forth, O daughters of Zion, 

And gaze on with the crown 

With which his mother has crowned him 


On the day of his wedding, 
And on the day of his gladness of heart.” (Song of Solomon 3:11 NASB) 


Solomon then waxes poetic about the physical beauty of his bride: 
“How beautiful you are, my darling, 

How beautiful you are! 

Your eyes are like doves behind your veil; 
Your hair is like a flock of goats 

That have descended from Mount Gilead. 

2 “Your teeth are like a flock of newly shorn ewes 
Which have come up from their washing, 

All of which bear twins, 

And not one among them has lost her young. 
3 “Your lips are like a scarlet thread, 

And your mouth Is lovely. 

Your temples are like a slice of a pomegranate 
Behind your veil. 

4 “Your neck Is like the tower of David, 

Built with rows of stones 

On which are hung a thousand shields, 

All the round shields of the mighty men. 

5 “Your two breasts are like two fawns, 

Twins of a gazelle 

Which feed among the lilies. 

6 “Until the cool of the day 

When the shadows flee away, 

/ will go my way to the mountain of myrrh 

And to the hill of frankincense. 


7 “You are altogether beautiful, my darling, 
And there is no blemish in you. 

8 “Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, 
May you come with me from Lebanon. 
Journey down from the summit of Amana, 


From the summit of Senir and Hermon, 
From the dens of lions, 
From the mountains of leopards. 


12 “A garden locked is my sister, my bride, 

A rock garden locked, a spring sealed up. 

13 “Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates 

With choice fruits, henna with nard plants, 

14 Nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, 

With all the trees of frankincense, 

Myrrh and aloes, along with all the finest spices. 

15 “You are a garden spring, 

A well of fresh water, 

And streams flowing from Lebanon.” (Song of Solomon 4: 1-15 NASB) 


Now the groom is still missing and the bride urges the watchmen to search for him 
and bring him to her: 

“| have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; 

| have gathered my myrrh along with my balsam. 

| have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; 

| have drunk my wine and my milk. 

Eat, friends; 

Drink and imbibe deeply, O lovers.” 


2 “| was asleep but my heart was awake. 
A voice! My beloved was knocking: 
‘Open to me, my sister, my darling, 

My dove, my perfect one! 

For my head is drenched with dew, 

My locks with the damp of the night.’ 

3 “| have taken off my dress, 

How can / put it on again? 

| have washed my feet, 

How can / dirty them again? 

4 “My beloved extended his hand through the opening, 
And my feelings were aroused for him. 

5 “| arose to open to my beloved; 

And my hands dripped with myrrh, 

And my fingers with liquid myrrh, 

On the handles of the bolt. 

6 “I opened to my beloved, 


But my beloved had turned away and had gone! 

My heart went out to him as he spoke. 

| searched for him but | did not find him; 

| called him but he did not answer me. 

7 “The watchmen who make the rounds in the city found me, 
They struck me and wounded me; 

The guardsmen of the walls took away my shawl from me. 


ria 


( 


Song of Solomon 5:1-8 NASB) 


And now the “Chorus” join the bride and bridegroom in their exclamations of delight 
and the joy of the wedding to come: 


2 “My beloved has gone down to his garden, 
To the beds of balsam, 

To pasture his flock in the gardens 

And gather lilies. 

3 “lam my beloved’s and my beloved is mine, 
He who pastures his flock among the lilies.” 


4 “You are as beautiful as Tirzah, my darling, 

As lovely as Jerusalem, 

As awesome as an army with banners. 

5 “Turn your eyes away from me, 

For they have confused me; 

Your hair is like a flock of goats 

That have descended from Gilead. 

6 “Your teeth are like a flock of ewes 

Which have come up from their washing, 

All of which bear twins, 

And not one among them has lost her young. 

7 “Your temples are like a slice of a pomegranate 
Behind your veil. 

8 “There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, 
And maidens without number; 

9 But my dove, my perfect one, is unique: 

She is her mother’s only daughter; 

She is the pure child of the one who bore her. 
The maidens saw her and called her blessed, 

The queens and the concubines also, and they praised her, saying, 


10 ‘Who ts this that grows like the dawn, 
As beautiful as the full moon, 
As pure as the sun, 


As awesome as an army with banners?’ 

11 “! went down to the orchard of nut trees 
To see the blossoms of the valley, 

To see whether the vine had budded 

Or the pomegranates had bloomed. 

12 “Before | was aware, my soul set me 
Over the chariots of my noble people.” 


“Why should you gaze at the Shulammite, 
As at the dance of the two companies? (Song of Solomon 6 NASB) 


The groom then ecstatically cries out his love for her- she is pure perfection to him- 
down to her feet in her sandals: 


2 “Your navel is like a round goblet 
Which never lacks mixed wine; 

Your belly ts like a heap of wheat 
Fenced about with lilies. 

3 “Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
Twins of a gazelle. 

4 “Your neck Is like a tower of ivory, 
Your eyes like the pools in Heshbon 
By the gate of Bath-rabbim; 

Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon, 
Which faces toward Damascus. 


7 “Your stature is like a palm tree, 
And your breasts are like its clusters. 

8 “I said, ‘1 will climb the palm tree, 

/ will take hold of its fruit stalks.’ 

Oh, may your breasts be like clusters of the vine, 
And the fragrance of your breath like apples, 

9 And your mouth like the best wine!” 


“It goes down smoothly for my beloved, 
Flowing gently through the lips of those who fall asleep.” (Song of Solomon 7: 1-9 
NASB) 


The couple than anticipate the joy and adventure of their life together: 
“lam my beloved’s, 


And his desire is for me. 

11 “Come, my beloved, let us go out into the country, 
Let us spend the night in the villages. 

12 “Let us rise early and go to the vineyards; 

Let us see whether the vine has budded 

And its blossoms have opened, 

And whether the pomegranates have bloomed. 

There | will give you my love. 

13 “The mandrakes have given forth fragrance; 

And over our doors are all choice fruits, 

Both new and old, 

Which | have saved up for you, my beloved.” (Song of Solomon 7:10-13 NASB) 


The lovers then praise each other’s physical beauty, and declare their strong and 
passionate love for each other: 

“Oh that you were like a brother to me 

Who nursed at my mother’s breasts. 

If | found you outdoors, | would kiss you; 

No one would despise me, either. 

2 “| would lead you and bring you 

Into the house of my mother, who used to instruct me; 

| would give you spiced wine to drink from the juice of my pomegranates. 
3 “Let his left hand be under my head 

And his right hand embrace me.” 


4 “| want you to swear, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
Do not arouse or awaken my love 
Until she pleases.” 


5 “Who is this coming up from the wilderness 
Leaning on her beloved?” 


“Beneath the apple tree | awakened you; 
There your mother was in labor with you, 
There she was in labor and gave you birth. 
6 “Put me like a seal over your heart, 

Like a seal on your arm. 

For love is as strong as death, 

Jealousy is as severe as Sheol; 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 

The very flame of the Lord. 

7 “Many waters cannot quench love, 

Nor will rivers overflow it; 

If a man were to give all the riches of his house for love, 
It would be utterly despised.” 


8 “We have a little sister, 

And she has no breasts; 

What shall we do for our sister 

On the day when she Is spoken for? 


9 “If she is a wall, 

We will build on her a battlement of silver; 
But if she is a door, 

We will barricade her with planks of cedar.” 


10 “Il was a wall, and my breasts were like towers; 

Then | became in his eyes as one who finds peace. 

11 “Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; 

He entrusted the vineyard to caretakers. 

Each one was to bring a thousand shekels of silver for its fruit. 
12 “My very own vineyard is at my disposal; 

The thousand shekels are for you, Solomon, 

And two hundred are for those who take care of its fruit.” 


13 “O you who sit in the gardens, 
My companions are listening for your voice— 
Let me hear it!” 


14 “Hurry, my beloved, 
And be like a gazelle or a young stag 
On the mountains of spices.”” (Song of Solomon 8 NASB) 


August 1, 2019 Isaiah 1-4 


The book of Isaiah is one of the most quoted, memorized and studied of the 
prophetic books of the Bible. The Wikipedia article on Isaiah gives some of the 
historic background of this important book of prophesy 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah): “saiah was the 8th-century BC Jewish prophet 
for whom the Book of Isaiah is named.[7][8] 


Within the text of the Book of Isaiah, Isaiah himself is referred to as "the prophet", 
[9] but the exact relationship between the Book of Isaiah and any such historical 
Isaiah is complicated. The traditional view is that all 66 chapters of the book of 
Isaiah were written by one man, Isaiah, possibly in two periods between 740 BC and 
c. 686 BC, separated by approximately 15 years, and includes dramatic prophetic 
declarations of Cyrus the Great in the Bible, acting to restore the nation of Israel 
from Babylonian captivity. Another widely-held view is that parts of the first half of 
the book (chapters 1-39) originated with the historical prophet, interspersed with 
prose commentaries written in the time of King Josiah a hundred years later, and 
that the remainder of the book dates from immediately before and immediately 
after the end of the exile in Babylon, almost two centuries after the time of the 
historic prophet.” 


Isaiah starts with the very dramatic scene of the call of Isaiah by God to represent 
God to the people: 

“The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw 
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 


2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; 
For the Lord speaks, 

“Sons | have reared and brought up, 
But they have revolted against Me. 

3 “An ox knows its owner, 

And a donkey its master’s manger, 

But Israel does not know, 

My people do not understand.” 


4 Alas, sinful nation, 

People weighed down with iniquity, 
Offspring of evildoers, 

Sons who act corruptly! 

They have abandoned the Lord, 

They have despised the Holy One of Israel, 
They have turned away from Him. 


5 Where will you be stricken again, 

As you continue in your rebellion? 

The whole head is sick 

And the whole heart is faint. 

6 From the sole of the foot even to the head 
There is nothing sound in it, 

Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, 

Not pressed out or bandaged, 

Nor softened with oil. 


7 Your land is desolate, 

Your cities are burned with fire, 

Your fields—strangers are devouring them in your presence; 

It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers. 

8 The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, 

Like a watchman’s hut in a cucumber field, like a besieged city. 
9 Unless the Lord of hosts 

Had left us a few survivors, 

We would be like Sodom, 

We would be like Gomorrah.” (\saiah 1:1-9 NASB) 


The people of God thought that everything was “fine”! Worship was as always, and 
many were prosperous. God, however, insisted on a deeper devotion and a heart of 
forgiveness, love, sympathy and understanding- mere sacrifices were not enough!: 
“Hear the word of the Lord, 

You rulers of Sodom; 

Give ear to the instruction of our God, 

You people of Gomorrah. 
id 


i 


New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies— 

! cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 

14 “| hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, 
They have become a burden to Me; 

| am weary of bearing them. 

15 “So when you spread out your hands in prayer, 

/ will hide My eyes from you; 

Yes, even though you multiply prayers, 

/ will not listen. 

Your hands are covered with blood. 


aera 


What follows is alleged to be one of Lyndon Baines Johnson’s favorite parts of 
Scripture- the Lord says to Isaiah that He and Isaiah should “reason together”: 


Isaiah 1: 10-17 NASB) 


“Though your sins are as scarlet, 
They will be as white as snow; 


19 “If you consent and obey, 
You will eat the best of the land; 


The incredible power of God’s forgiveness is stated here in unmistakable and vivid 
terms...”though your sins be as scarlet.....”. The penalty for rebellion however is 
grim- death! 


Zion, the precious place that God uniquely dwells, has become corrupted and 
stained with sin. God shows His insistence on reform and renewal of what was once 
a beautiful gift to the people: 


24 Therefore the Lord God of hosts, 

The Mighty One of Israel, declares, 

“Ah, | will be relieved of My adversaries 

And avenge Myself on My foes. 

25 “I will also turn My hand against you, 

And will smelt away your dross as with lye 

And will remove all your alloy. 

26 “Then | will restore your judges as at the first, 
And your counselors as at the beginning; 

After that you will be called the city of righteousness, 
A faithful city.” 


7 


29 Surely you will be ashamed of the oaks which you have desired, 
And you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen. 


30 For you will be like an oak whose leaf fades away 

Or as a garden that has no water. 

31 The strong man will become tinder, 

His work also a spark. 

Thus they shall both burn together 

And there will be none to quench them.” (Isaiah 1:21-31 NASB) 


God’s reign is eternal, and He will not accept the present state of His people and His 
nation. The time for accountability and judgment has arrived- change is urgently 
needed: 

“The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 


For the law will go forth from Zion 
And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 


4 And He will judge between the nations, 
And will render decisions for many peoples; 


rr, 


(Isaiah 2:1-4 NASB) 


A Day of Reckoning is coming, says the Lord: 

“Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
6 For You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob, 
Because they are filled with influences from the east, 

And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, 

And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners. 

7 Their land has also been filled with silver and gold 

And there is no end to their treasures; 

Their land has also been filled with horses 

And there is no end to their chariots. 

8 Their land has also been filled with idols; 

They worship the work of their hands, 

That which their fingers have made. 

9 So the common man has been humbled 

And the man of importance has been abased, 

But do not forgive them. 

10 Enter the rock and hide in the dust 


From the terror of the Lord and from the splendor of His majesty. 
11 The proud look of man will be abased 

And the loftiness of man will be humbled, 

And the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 


(A Day of Reckoning Coming) 


18 But the idols will completely vanish. 

19 Men will go into caves of the rocks 

And into holes of the ground 

Before the terror of the Lord 

And the splendor of His majesty, 

When He arises to make the earth tremble. 

20 In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats 
Their idols of silver and their idols of gold, 

Which they made for themselves to worship, 

21 In order to go into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs 
Before the terror of the Lord and the splendor of His majesty, 
When He arises to make the earth tremble. 

22 Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; 
For why should he be esteemed?” (Isaiah 2:5-22 NASB) 


To accomplish this, God will remove the present leader of the people: 


4 And | will make mere lads their princes, 
And capricious children will rule over them, 

5 And the people will be oppressed, 

Each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; 


The youth will storm against the elder 
And the inferior against the honorable.” (\saiah 3:1-5 NASB) 


God will judge the people- He alone is capable to do so justly: 


“It is you who have devoured the vineyard; 
The plunder of the poor is in your houses. 
15 “What do you mean by crushing My people 

And grinding the face of the poor?” 

Declares the Lord God of hosts.” (Isaiah 3:13-15 NASB) 


The “good folks” the religious and “nice upper class” people will be condemned, as 
God focuses on the vanity and selfishness of the women: 


18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, 
crescent ornaments, 19 dangling earrings, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses, ankle 
chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets, 21 finger rings, nose rings, 22 festal robes, 
outer tunics, Cloaks, money purses, 23 hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans and 
veils, 


24 Now it will come about that instead of sweet perfume there will be putrefaction; 
Instead of a belt, a rope; 

Instead of well-set hair, a plucked-out scalp; 

Instead of fine clothes, a donning of sackcloth; 

And branding instead of beauty. 

25 Your men will fall by the sword 

And your mighty ones in battle. 

26 And her gates will lament and mourn, 

And deserted she will sit on the ground.” (\saiah 3:16-26 NASB) 


In my college days | remember the very pointed and (seemingly) radical Christian 
magazine “Motive”. One of the covers was an artist’s rendering of the misery and 
desolation of those judges by the Lord through the prophet Isaiah. This landmark 
publication of the UCM (University Christian Movement) is archived at (http://sth- 
archon.bu.edu/motive/issues/1959_November/assets/basic-html/page-1.html) 
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A remnant- a “faithful” remnant- will be prepared to accept the Lord’s judgment and 
move forward: 


“ For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, “We will eat our 
own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away 
our reproach!” 


tne earth wl be the pride andthe adornment ofthe survivors of rae! 3 ull 


4 When the Lord has washed away 
the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her 
midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, 5 then the Lord will create 
over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even 
smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a 
canopy. 6 There will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge 
and protection from the storm and the rain.” (Isaiah 4 NASB) 


August 2, 2019 Isaiah 5-9 


Isaiah 5 presents a parable- a picture/word story to illustrate the view that God has 
for His nation and people. He carefully nurtured and protected a vineyard, 


expecting a yield of “good fruit” but instead got nothing for all His efforts. This, 
says Isaiah, is the true picture of Israel. What should God do? What would you do if 
you were the gardener/farmer?: 

“Let me sing now for my well-beloved 

A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard. 

My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill. 

2 He dug it all around, removed its stones, 

And planted it with the choicest vine. 

And He built a tower in the middle of it 

And also hewed out a wine vat in it; 

Then He expected it to produce good grapes, 

But it produced only worthless ones. 


3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

Judge between Me and My vineyard. 

4 “What more was there to do for My vineyard that | have not done in it? 
Why, when | expected it to produce good grapes did it produce worthless ones? 
5 “So now let Me tell you what |! am going to do to My vineyard: 

/ will remove its hedge and it will be consumed; 

/ will break down its wall and it will become trampled ground. 

6 “I will lay it waste; 

It will not be pruned or hoed, 

But briars and thorns will come up. 

/ will also charge the clouds to rain no rain on it.” 


7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel 

And the men of Judah His delightful plant. 

Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; 

For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.” (Isaiah 5:1-7 NASB) 


We then see the grim picture of the devastating results of sin- the exile of God’s 
people from the Land of Promise and the hard judgment for their sins. Isaiah 
proclaims the vision God has given him, and is ruthless in honesty in telling what 
God has revealed to him. Just as Samuel revealed the “whole terrible” truth to Eli (1 
Samuel 3:15-18), Isaiah does so now to those who will hear and receive. One might 
wonder if the people hearing these stern pronouncements would then turn from 
their sins and repent, and perhaps avoid the judgments here. Isaiah prophesies: 
“Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue strong drink, 
Who stay up late in the evening that wine may inflame them! 

12 Their banquets are accompanied by lyre and harp, by tambourine and flute, and 
by wine; 

But they do not pay attention to the deeds of the Lord, 

Nor do they consider the work of His hands. 
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16 But the Lord of hosts will be exalted in judgment, 

And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness. 
17 Then the lambs will graze as in their pasture, 

And strangers will eat in the waste places of the wealthy. 


18 Woe to those who drag iniquity with the cords of falsehood, 

And sin as if with cart ropes; 

19 Who say, “Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we may see it; 
And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near 

And come to pass, that we may know it!” 
20 


22 Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine 

And valiant men in mixing strong drink, 

23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe, 

And take away the rights of the ones who are in the right! 


24 Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble 

And dry grass collapses into the flame, 

So their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; 
For they have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts 

And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 

25 On this account the anger of the Lord has burned against His people, 
And He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them down. 
And the mountains quaked, and their corpses lay like refuse in the middle of the 
streets. 

For all this His anger is not spent, 

But His hand is still stretched out. 


27 No one in it is weary or stumbles, 
None slumbers or sleeps; 

Nor is the belt at its waist undone, 
Nor its sandal strap broken. 

28 Its arrows are sharp and all its bows are bent; 

The hoofs of its horses seem like flint and its chariot wheels like a whirlwind. 
29 Its roaring is like a lioness, and it roars like young lions; 

It growls as it seizes the prey 

And carries it off with no one to deliver it. 

30 And it will growl over it in that day like the roaring of the sea. 

If one looks to the land, behold, there is darkness and distress; 

Even the light is darkened by its clouds.” (Isaiah 5:11-30 NASB) 


Isaiah’s call to prophesy is one of the most dramatic scenes in the entire Bible. 
Chris Falson’s wonderful song “I see the Lord” is one of the many interpretations of 
this amazing and powerful vision of the Glory of God 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdwkLU9NskQ). When God Himself, or even a 
messenger angel, appears directly to mankind, there is an inevitable feeling of 
overwhelming light, power and majesty. One’s mind and senses can scarcely take 
itin! This powerful vision describes Isaiah’s call and response: 

“In the year of King Uzziah’s death | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and 
exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, 
each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his 
feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, 


4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, 
while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then | said, 


Isaiah’s Commission 


And their eyes dim, 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 

Understand with their hearts, 

And return and be healed.” 
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12 “The Lord has removed men far away, 

And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
13 “Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, 

And it will again be subject to burning, 


Like a terebinth or an oak 
Whose stump remains when it is felled. 
The holy seed is its stump.” (Isaiah 6 NASB) 


The Reverend Bill Landiss is in a certain sense my “spiritual father”. When | was 
spending a week at Camp Glisson in Dahlonega, GA, his message on “What it Means 
to be a Christian” moved my heart. He stated plainly that being a Christian was a 
matter of “doing what you had to do, and becoming who you had to become in light 
of, in memory of and in response to what God had done in Jesus the Christ”. This 
was the first time | plainly understood what following Jesus really meant, and | 
decided then and there to follow Him. Later, when! was a student at Georgia Tech, 
living in the Wesley Foundation, | had the opportunity to see and hear Bill- then the 
Campus Director- tell about Isaiah’s call. | told him my response- that of a 20 year 
old- was “Where am | Lord? Send me!”. 


Later in history God again spoke to Isaiah in the time of Uzziah’s son Ahaz about the 
invasion planned by two of Israel’s enemies, Rezin (of Aram) and Pekah (of Israel- 
the Northern Kingdom): 


“Now it came about , the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king 
of Judah, 


t, 2 When it was 
reported to the house of David, saying, “The Arameans have camped in Ephraim,” 
his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the 
wind. 


3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear- 
jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller’s 
field, 4 and say to him, ‘Take care and be calm, have no fear and do not be 
fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the 
fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Aram, with 
Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil against you, saying, 6 “Let us go 
up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls and 
set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,” 7 thus says the Lord God: “It 
shall not stand nor shall it come to pass. 8 For the head of Aram is Damascus and 
the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be 
shattered, so that it is no longer a people), 9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria 
and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely 
shall not last.”’” (Isaiah 7:1-9 NASB) 


God then delivers the first of several Messianic prophesies to Isaiah- this one 
concerning One who is to come as a “sign” from the Lord Himself: 


“Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign for yourself from the 
Lord your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will 
not ask, nor will | test the Lord!” 13 Then he said, “Listen now, O house of David! Is 
it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience 
of my God as well? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a 
virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 15 He 
will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose 


good. 16 For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the 
land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.” (\saiah 7 10-16 NASB) 


Christian theology sees this section of Isaiah as a clear prophesy of Jesus, the 
Messiah who was to come. There is a sense in which this prophesy could have had 
a more immediate fulfilment in a leader to come who would in some ways function 
as a “messianic” or saving leader. Scholars are not at a consensus as to whom this 
“near time” fulfilment might point to. Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-7/) is as always, helpful here: 
“For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings: The near fulfillment of this 
prophecy centered around Ahaz, Jerusalem, and the attack from Israel and Syria. 
For Ahaz, the sign centered on this time span. Simply put, God would give Ahaz a 
sign that , both Israel and Syria would be crushed. This was a sign 


of deliverance to Ahaz. 


ii. “The name ‘Immanuel’ was a rebuke to Ahaz. If ‘God is with us,’ then why should 
he have feared the enemy?” (Wolf) 


iii. “The ‘sign’ of the child, therefore, constitutes an indication that the all-sovereign 
and all-knowing God has the situation completely in hand, and it rebukes the king’s 
lack of faith in him.” (Grogan) 


d. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son: pe ee 


i. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the Holy Spirit says so through 
Matthew: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23) 


ii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the prophecy is addressed not 
only to Ahaz, but also to David’s entire house (O house of David!). 


iii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says the virgin shall conceive, 
and that conception would be a sign to David’s entire house. Those who deny the 
virgin birth of Jesus like to point out that the Hebrew word translated virgin (almah) 
can also be translated as “young woman.” The idea is that Isaiah was simply saying 
that a “young woman” would give birth, not a virgin. While the near fulfillment may 
have reference to a young woman giving birth, the far or ultimate fulfillment clearly 
points to a woman miraculously conceiving and giving birth. This is especially clear 
because the Old Testament never uses the word in a context other than virgin and 
because the Septuagint translates it categorically virgin (parthenos). 


iv. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says He will be known as 
Immanuel, meaning “God with Us.” This was true of Jesus in fact, not only as a title. 
Immanuel speaks both of the deity of Jesus (God with us) and His identification and 
nearness to man (God with us).” 


Trials were promised to Judah, despite the deliverance from the foreign invaders: 
“The Lord will bring on you, on your people, and on your father’s house such days 
as have never come since the day that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of 
Assyria.” 


18 In that day the Lord will whistle for the fly that is in the remotest part of the 
rivers of Egypt and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 They will all come 
and settle on the steep ravines, on the ledges of the cliffs, on all the thorn bushes 
and on all the watering places. 


20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the 
Euphrates (that is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it 
will also remove the beard. 


21 Now in that day a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep; 22 and 
because of the abundance of the milk produced he will eat curds, for everyone that 
Is left within the land will eat curds and honey. 


23 And it will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be a 
thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will become briars and 
thorns. 24 People will come there with bows and arrows because all the land will be 
briars and thorns. 25 As for all the hills which used to be cultivated with the hoe, 
you will not go there for fear of briars and thorns; but they will become a place for 
pasturing oxen and for sheep to trample.” (lsaiah 7:17-25 NASB) 


Damascus and Syria will fall, Isaiah is told: 


“Then the Lord said to me, “Take for yourself a large tablet and write on it in 
ordinary letters: Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey. 2 And | will take to Myself 
faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of 
Jeberechiah.” 3 So | approached the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth 
to a son. Then the Lord said to me, “Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 4 for before 
the boy knows how to cry out ‘My father’ or ‘My mother,’ the wealth of Damascus 
and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria.” 


5 Again the Lord spoke to me further, saying, 


6 “Inasmuch as these people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah 
And rejoice in Rezin and the son of Remaliah; 

7 “Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and 
abundant waters of the Euphrates, 

Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; 

And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks. 

8 “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, 

It will reach even to the neck; 


And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.” (Isaiah 
8:1-8 NASB) 


A faithful remnant will still honor God and allow Him to be the sovereign King, and 
the wicked will be destroyed and turned out of the land: 


“Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; 
And give ear, all remote places of the earth. 
Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; 

Gird yourselves, yet be shattered. 

10 “Devise a plan, but it will be thwarted; 
State a proposal, but it will not stand, 

For God Is with us.” 


11 For thus the Lord spoke to me with mighty power and instructed me not to walk 
in the way of this people, saying, 


12 “You are not to say, ‘It is a conspiracy!’ 

In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, 

And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. 
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15 “Many will stumble over them, 
Then they will fall and be broken; 
They will even be snared and caught.” 


16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 17 eae 


19 When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and 
mutter,” 


according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through 
the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are hungry, 
they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face upward. 22 
Then they will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness.” (|saiah 8:9-22 NASB) 


The chapter that follows is one of the most magnificent word pictures of the 
Messiah in the entire Scripture. Handel’s “Messiah” quotes from, and rephrases 
Isaiah 9:6: 

“But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He 
treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He 


shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles. 

2 The people who walk in darkness 

Will see a great light; 

Those who live in a dark land, 

The light will shine on them. 

3 You shall multiply the nation, 

You shall increase their gladness; 

They will be glad in Your presence 

As with the gladness of harvest, 

As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, 
The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. 

5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, 

And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 


(God's Anger with Israel’s Arrogance) 

8 The Lord sends a message against Jacob, 
And it falls on Israel. 

9 And all the people know it, 


11 Therefore the Lord raises against them adversaries from Rezin 
And spurs their enemies on, 

12 The Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west; 
And they devour Israel with gaping jaws. 

In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched out. 


17 Therefore the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men, 
Nor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows; 

For every one of them is godless and an evildoer, 

And every mouth is speaking foolishness. 

In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 

And His hand is still stretched out. 


18 For wickedness burns like a fire; 


Each of them eats the flesh of his own arm. 
21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, 
And together they are against Judah. 


(Isaiah 9 NASB) 


David Guzik’s commentary on this chapter is worth a read, and a second read. It is 
a wonderful summary of the One who delivers us (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/isaiah-9/). 


Handel’s masterwork quotes this messianic passage “Unto Us a Child is Born” 


(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=TN5BaOGTmGs). 
August 3, 2019 Isaiah 10-14 


Jesu had much to say about the “woes” that befall those mired in hypocrisy and 
self-righteousness. | are recorded for us on Luke 11:37-54 and Matthew 23:1- 
39. (please see https: wikipedia.org/wiki/Woes of the Pharisees) The woes 
here in Isaiah 10 ae the fate that will befall those in leadership who are 
selfish, unspiritual, and “satisfied” in their own righteousness and religious 
practices. The nation of Assyria, which God used to strike and punish His people for 
their disobedience, was also listed as one to receive a “woe”: 


3 Now what will you do in the day of punishment, 
And in the devastation which will come from afar? 
To whom will you flee for help? 

And where will you leave your wealth? 

4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the captives 
Or fall among the slain. 

In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away 


And His hand is still stretched out. 


7 Yet it does not so intend, 

Nor does it plan so in its heart, 

But rather it is its purpose to destroy 

And to cut off many nations. 

8 For it says, “Are not my princes all kings? 

9 “Is not Calno like Carchemish, 

Or Hamath like Arpad, 

Or Samaria like Damascus? 

10 “As my hand has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, 

Whose graven images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria, 
11 Shall | not do to Jerusalem and her images 

Just as | have done to Samaria and her idols?” (lsaiah 10:1-11 NASB) 


Lest those attacking God’s people think they are justified and blameless, they will 
be reminded that it is God who has used them as rods of punishment, and God who 
will ultimately punish them as well: 


15 Is the axe to boast itself over the one who chops with it? 
Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it? 

That would be like a club wielding those who lift it, 

Or like a rod lifting him who Is not wood. 

16 


19 And the rest of the trees of his forest will be so small in number 
That a child could write them down.” (Isiah 10:12-19 NASB) 


There is a spark of hope- a remnant- a faithful remnant that honors and worships 
God with integrity and passion, will be spared and will be used to “re-seed” to 
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23 For a complete destruction, one that is decreed, the Lord God of hosts will 
execute in the midst of the whole land. 


28 He has come against Aiath, 

He has passed through Migron; 

At Michmash he deposited his baggage. 

29 They have gone through the pass, saying, 

“Geba will be our lodging place.” 

Ramah is terrified, and Gibeah of Saul has fled away. 
30 Cry aloud with your voice, O daughter of Gallim! 
Pay attention, Laishah and wretched Anathoth! 

31 Madmenah has fled. 

The inhabitants of Gebim have sought refuge. 

32 Yet today he will halt at Nob; 

He shakes his fist at the mountain of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. 


33 


.” (Isaiah 10:20-34 NASB) 


A righteous One, one of God’s choosing, will then come and rule over the faithful. 
This is another clearly Messianic passage pointing to the eternal reign of King Jesus. 
Though scholars debate what the “short term” or immediate fulfilment of this 
prophesy would point to, it is clear to the Christian that the ultimate fulfilment of 


this prophesy could only be Jesus, the Son of Man! Please see: 


http://www.aboutbibleprophecy.com/isaiah_11 1.htm). The counterpoint to this can 


be seen at (httos://iewsforjudaism.or knowledge/articles/does-isaiah-chapter-11- 


refer-to-jesus). 


Isaiah writes: 
“Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 
And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 


3 And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, 
And He will not judge by what His eyes see, 
Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 


5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, 
And faithfulness the belt about His waist.” (Isaiah 11:1-5 NASB) 


So transformative is the rule of this One that the very nature of the earth will be 
changed- this is seen in the prophetic writing of Revelation (21:1,4), in which a 
“New Jerusalem” and a “New Heaven and Earth” are restored to their previous 
states without the stain of sin: 


7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, 
Their young will lie down together, 
And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 


10 Then in that day 

The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, 

Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; 

And His resting place will be glorious.” (Isaiah 11:6-10 NASB) 


The Remnant will then be restored, emerging from Egypt just as they did in historic 


times, ready to once again take their positions as the inhabitants of the Land of 
Promise, and a blessing to the nations: 


13 Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, 
And those who harass Judah will be cut off; 
Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, 

And Judah will not harass Ephraim. 

14 They will swoop down on the slopes of the Philistines on the west; 
Together they will plunder the sons of the east; 

They will possess Edom and Moab, 

And the sons of Ammon will be subject to them. 

15 And the Lord will utterly destroy 

The tongue of the Sea of Egypt; 

And He will wave His hand over the River 

With His scorching wind; 

And He will strike it into seven streams 

And make men walk over dry-shod. 

16 And there will be a highway from Assyria 

For the remnant of His people who will be left, 


.” (Isaiah 11:11-16 NASB) 


The restored and redeemed people will then offer their profound thanks to God, who 
loved them enough to reclaim and redeem them: 


3 Therefore you will joyously draw water 
From the springs of salvation. 

4 And in that day you will say, 

“Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name. 

Make known His deeds among the peoples; 

Make them remember that His name is exalted.” 

5 Praise the Lord in song, for He has done excellent things; 
Let this be known throughout the earth. 


| 


.” (Isaiah 12 NASB) 


Babylon will then be overthrown and destroyed, as in the destruction rained down 
from heaven in Sodom and Gomorrah: 
“Behold, | am going to stir up the Medes against them, 


Who will not value silver or take pleasure in gold. 
18 And their bows will mow down the young men, 
They will not even have compassion on the fruit of the womb, 
Nor will their eye pity children. 
19 


20 It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; 
Nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, 

Nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there. 

21 But desert creatures will lie down there, 

And their houses will be full of owls; 

Ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there. 

22 Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers 

And jackals in their luxurious palaces. 


.” (Isaiah 13:17-22 NASB) 


And the righteous, who were captured and enslaved, will “taunt” those who were 
once their captors (kind of like Biblical “trash talk”): 

“And it will be in the day when the Lord gives you rest from your pain and turmoil 
and harsh service in which you have been enslaved, 4 


8 “Even the cypress trees rejoice over you, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, 
‘Since you were laid low, no tree cutter comes up against us.’ 

9 “Sheol from beneath is excited over you to meet you when you come; 

It arouses for you the spirits of the dead, all the leaders of the earth; 

It raises all the kings of the nations from their thrones. 

10 “They will all respond and say to you, 

‘Even you have been made weak as we, 

You have become like us. 
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May the offspring of evildoers not be mentioned forever. 

21 “Prepare for his sons a place of slaughter 

Because of the iniquity of their fathers. 

They must not arise and take possession of the earth 

And fill the face of the world with cities.” (Isaiah 14: 3-21 NASB) 


Some scholars see the “evil beyond the (earthly) evil”, and attribute some of this 
description of the rulers of Babylon- or the King of Babylon- to the Evil One- Satan 
himself. It is clear that the earthly Babylonian king did not “fall from heaven” or be 
named as the “star of the morning” (please see 
https://studygrowknowblog.com/2015/04/15/satans-attempt-to-be-like-the-most- 
high-god/) 
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Judgment from God is then proclaimed to the nations of Assyria (verses 24-7) and 
Philistia (verses 27-32): 

“The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as | have intended so it has 
happened, and just as | have planned so it will stand, 25 to break Assyria in My land, 
and | will trample him on My mountains. Then his yoke will be removed from them 
and his burden removed trom their shoulder. 26 This is the plan devised against the 
whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations. 27 For 
the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out 
hand, who can turn it back?” 


28 In the year that King Ahaz died this oracle came: 


(Judgment on Philistia) 

29 “Do not rejoice, O Philistia, all of you, 
Because the rod that struck you is broken; 

For from the serpent’s root a viper will come out, 
And its fruit will be a flying serpent. 

30 “Those who are most helpless will eat, 

And the needy will lie down in security; 

/ will destroy your root with famine, 

And it will kill off your survivors. 

31 “Wail, O gate; cry, O city; 


Melt away, O Philistia, all of you; 

For smoke comes from the north, 

And there is no straggler in his ranks. 

32 “How then will one answer the messengers of the nation? 

That the Lord has founded Zion, 

And the afflicted of His people will seek refuge in it.” (Isaiah 14:22-32 NASB) 


August 4, 2019 Isaiah 15-21 


Moab is rendered harsh judgment in Isaiah 15. Why Moab? David Guzik (Enduring 
Word commentary- please see ) provides some historic 
background: 

a. Moab: The founder of the people of Moab was the son born of the incestuous 
relationship between Lot and one of his daughters, when his daughters made Lot 
drunk, after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:30-38). The 
Moabites settled in the plains to the south-east of Israel, in what is modern-day 
Jordan. 


b. Moab: At times, the Moabites were great enemies of Israel. It was the Balak, king 
of Moab, who hired Balaam the prophet, hoping that he could curse Israel (Numbers 
22-25). It was Eglon, king of Moab, who oppressed Israel in the days of the Judges 
(Judges 3:12-30). During the time of Saul and David, Israel established a firm control 
over Moab, but later kings of Israel were not always able to keep them under Israeli 
dominance. 


c. Moab: At the same time, there was a Moabite connection with Israel. First, they 
were related to Israel because Lot was Abraham’s nephew. Because of this, God 
told Israel in Deuteronomy 2:9 that they were not to destroy Moab and take their 
land. As well, David, Israel’s greatest king, was one-quarter Moabite. His paternal 
grandmother Ruth was from Moab, and David entrusted his father and mother to 
the protection of the king of Moab when he was a fugitive from Saul (1 Samuel 22:3- 
4). For these reasons, there is a great deal of sadness and empathy on Isaiah’s part 
as he describes the coming judgment on Moab. 

Isaiah writes: 

“Surely in a night Ar of Moab is devastated and ruined; 

Surely in a night Kir of Moab is devastated and ruined. 

2 They have gone up to the temple and to Dibon, even to the high places to weep. 
Moab wails over Nebo and Medeba; 

Everyone’s head Is bald and every beard is cut off. 

3 In their streets they have girded themselves with sackcloth; 

On their housetops and in their squares 

Everyone is wailing, dissolved in tears. 

4 Heshbon and Elealeh also cry out, 

Their voice is heard all the way to Jahaz; 

Therefore the armed men of Moab cry aloud; 

His soul trembles within him. 

5 My heart cries out for Moab; 

His fugitives are as far as Zoar and Eglath-shelishiyah, 

For they go up the ascent of Luhith weeping; 


Surely on the road to Horonaim they raise a cry of distress over their ruin.” (\saiah 
15:1-5 NASB) 


J 


Why Moab? The Scriptures, detailing the revelation of God to Isiah, offer the 
explanation- pride! Isaiah writes: 


8 For the fields of Heshbon have withered, the vines of Sibmah as well; 
The lords of the nations have trampled down its choice clusters 

Which reached as far as Jazer and wandered to the deserts; 

Its tendrils spread themselves out and passed over the sea. 

9 Therefore | will weep bitterly for Jazer, for the vine of Sibmah; 


/! will drench you with my tears, O Heshbon and Elealeh; 

For the shouting over your summer fruits and your harvest has fallen away. 
10 Gladness and joy are taken away from the fruitful field; 

In the vineyards also there will be no cries of joy or jubilant shouting, 
No treader treads out wine in the presses, 

For | have made the shouting to cease. 

11 Therefore my heart intones like a harp for Moab 

And my inward feelings for Kir-hareseth. 

12 So it will come about when Moab presents himself, 

When he wearies himself upon his high place 

And comes to his sanctuary to pray, 

That he will not prevail. 


13 This is the word which the Lord spoke earlier concerning Moab. 14 But now the 
Lord speaks, saying, “Within three years, as a hired man would count them, the 
glory of Moab will be degraded along with all his great population, and his remnant 
will be very small and impotent.” (Isaiah 16:6-13 NASB) 


The ancient city of Damascus in Syria will also come under harsh judgment from 
God: 


“The oracle concerning Damascus. 

“Behold, Damascus is about to be removed from being a city 
And will become a fallen ruin. 

2 “The cities of Aroer are forsaken; 

They will be for flocks to lie down in, 

And there will be no one to frighten them. 

3 “The fortified city will disappear from Ephraim, 
And sovereignty from Damascus 

And the remnant of Aram; 

They will be like the glory of the sons of Israel,” 
Declares the Lord of hosts. 


4 Now in that day the glory of Jacob will fade, 

And the fatness of his flesh will become lean. 

5 It will be even like the reaper gathering the standing grain, 

As his arm harvests the ears, 

Or it will be like one gleaning ears of grain 

In the valley of Rephaim. 

6 Yet gleanings will be left in it like the shaking of an olive tree, 
Two or three olives on the topmost bough, 

Four or five on the branches of a fruitful tree, 

Declares the Lord, the God of Israel. 

7 In that day man will have regard for his Maker 

And his eyes will look to the Holy One of Israel. 

8 He will not have regard for the altars, the work of his hands, 
Nor will he look to that which his fingers have made, 

Even the Asherim and incense stands. 

9 In that day their strong cities will be like forsaken places in the forest, 
Or like branches which they abandoned before the sons of Israel; 


And the land will be a desolation. 


11 In the day that you plant it you carefully fence it in, 
And in the morning you bring your seed to blossom; 
But the harvest will be a heap 

In a day of sickliness and incurable pain. 


12 Alas, the uproar of many peoples 

Who roar like the roaring of the seas, 

And the rumbling of nations 

Who rush on like the rumbling of mighty waters! 

13 The nations rumble on like the rumbling of many waters, 
But He will rebuke them and they will flee far away, 

And be chased like chaff in the mountains before the wind, 
Or like whirling dust before a gale. 


(Isaiah 17 NASB) 


Again, Guzik’s commentary in the Enduring Word is 
illuminating(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-17/): 

“a. In that day a man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will have respect for the 
Holy One of Israel: In the midst of such severe judgment, some will respond as they 
should, with humble respect for God. 


Before moming they arena more. | 


b. He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands: One of God’s purposes in 
judgment is to turn our focus away from our idols and the things we have trusted in 
instead of Him. This speaks of this purpose being fulfilled. 


c. His strong cities will be as a forsaken bough: In judgment, God would strip away 
from Israel every wrong thing they might have trusted in - pagan altars, wooden 
images, incense altars, and even their strong cities would give no protection. Their 
only hope was in the LORD. 


i. “When the Israelites came into the land of Canaan many years before, the strong 
cities of the land were abandoned to them... However, the situation has changed, 
and the same cities will be abandoned by the Israelites themselves as they are 
under the judging hand of God.” (Grogan) 


Ethiopia is also judged by God in Isaiah 18. AS alluded to by Guzik 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-18/), this prophesy is a difficult 
one to interpret and ultimately to understand: 

“To us, this brief chapter is the most difficult one of all the sixty-six chapters of 
Isaiah” (Bultema).“Although the prophecy is a short one, it probably ranks as the 
most obscure chapter in this entire section” (Wolf). “This is one of the most obscure 
prophecies in the whole Book of Isaiah” (Clarke).” 


The “message” of prophesy from God against this nation is: 
“(Message to Ethiopia) 


4 For thus the Lord has told me, 


“I will look from My dwelling place quietly 

Like dazzling heat in the sunshine, 

Like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.” 

5 For before the harvest, as soon as the bud blossoms 

And the flower becomes a ripening grape, 

Then He will cut off the sprigs with pruning knives 

And remove and cut away the spreading branches. 

6 They will be left together for mountain birds of prey, 

And for the beasts of the earth; 

And the birds of prey will soend the summer feeding on them, 
And all the beasts of the earth will spend harvest time on them. 

7 At that time a gift of homage will be brought to the Lord of hosts 
From a people tall and smooth, 

Even from a people feared far and wide, 

A powerful and oppressive nation, 

Whose land the rivers divide— 

To the place of the name of the Lord of hosts, even Mount Zion. (\saiah 18 NASB) 


Egypt comes under judgment, as described in Isaiah 19: 

“In that day the Egyptians will become like women, and they will tremble and be in 
dread because of the waving of the hand of the Lord of hosts, which He is going to 
wave over them. 17 The land of Judah will become a terror to Egypt; everyone to 
whom it is mentioned will be in dread of it, because of the purpose of the Lord of 
hosts which He is purposing against them. 


18 In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of 
Canaan and swearing allegiance to the Lord of hosts; one will be called the City of 
Destruction. 


19 In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, 
and a pillar to the Lord near its border. 20 It will become a sign and a witness to the 
Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to the Lord because of 
oppressors, and He will send them a Savior and a Champion, and He will deliver 


them. 21 Thus the Lord will make Himself known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will 
know the Lord in that day. They will even worship with sacrifice and offering, and 
will make a vow to the Lord and perform it. 22 The Lord will strike Egypt, striking 
but healing; so they will return to the Lord, and He will respond to them and will 
heal them. 


23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will 
come into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with 
the Assyrians. 


24 In that day Israel will be the third party with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the 
midst of the earth, 25 whom the Lord of hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed is 
Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.” 
(Isaiah 19:16-24 NASB) 


A particularly graphic “example” is given by God in Isaiah 20 in reference to His 
judgment against Egypt and Cush (Ethiopia): 


“In the year that the commander came to Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria 


sent him and he fought against Ashdod and captured it, 2 at that time cloth 


5 Then they 
will be dismayed and ashamed because of Cush their hope and Egypt their boast. 6 
So the inhabitants of this coastland will say in that day, ‘Behold, such is our hope, 
where we fled for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria; and we, how shall 
we escape?’” (Isaiah 20 NASB) 


God seems to want to impress the prophet with the seriousness of the situation, so 
he orders Isaiah to “act out” the prophesy (for example Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the 
prophet Isaiah himself in this passage). This is similar to God’s commands to other 
prophets who were given instructions to “act out” a prophesy in a visual “sign act” 
(please see https://thebibleproject.com/blog/sign-acts-wonderful-world-prophetic- 
communication/)Jeremiah,) 


Still more judgment from God (in an “oracle”) is described in Isaiah 21, where the 
destruction of Babylon is ordered, and judgments against Edom and Arabia are 
described: 

“The oracle concerning the wilderness of the sea. 


As windstorms in the Negev sweep on, 
It comes from the wilderness, from a terrifying land. 
Z 
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Oracles about Edom and Arabia 
11 The oracle concerning Edom. 


One keeps calling to me from Seir, 
“Watchman, how far gone is the night? 
Watchman, how far gone is the night?” 
12 The watchman says, 

“Morning comes but also night. 

If you would inquire, inquire; 

Come back again.” 


16 For thus the Lord said to me, “In a year, as a hired man would count it, all the 
splendor of Kedar will terminate; 17 and the remainder of the number of bowmen, 


the mighty men of the sons of Kedar, will be few; for the Lord God of Israel has 
spoken.” (Isaiah 21 NASB) 


Elam and Media (verse 2) are ancient names for Persia, who had the strength to go 
up in battle against Babylon. It would hardly be a fair fight for Israel to attack 
Babylon, short of a miraculous intervention from God Himself! Arabia in the 
Scripture described ono of several lands bearing this 


description(https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/arabia/). 
August 5, 2019 Isaiah 22-26 


Isaiah 22 is a treatise on the “Valley of Vision” In this chapter the Lord assures 
Isaiah that the destruction and bringing low of Judah and Jerusalem have deeply 
grieved the Lord, but that this destruction and woe was the direct result of the 
rebellion against God and suborn sinfulness of the people. Isaiah writes: 

“The oracle concerning : 


All of you who were found were taken captive together, 
Though they had fled far away. 

4 Therefore | say, “Turn your eyes away from me, 

Let me weep bitterly, 


5 For the Lord God of hosts has a day of panic, subjugation and confusion 
In the valley of vision, 

A breaking down of walls 

And a crying to the mountain.” (Isaiah 22:1-5 NASB) 
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3 D map of Isaiah’s Valley of Vision: Notice the tall mountain range to the east of the long 


valley that butts up alongside Jerusalem. (https://thewritelife.tech/2018/01/10/isaiah-22-the- 


valley-of-vision-prophecy-jerusalems-leadership-judged/) 


The leadership of Jerusalem has failed! God has called them to repentance, yet 
they insist on celebration...this offense will be remembered by the Lord: 


13 Instead, there is gaiety and gladness, 
Killing of cattle and slaughtering of sheep, 

Eating of meat and drinking of wine: 

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we may die.” 
14 


Until you die,” says the Lord God of hosts.” (\saiah 22:12-14 NASB) 


The judgment of God will be swift and sure, and well deserved by the rebellious 
leaders and their subjects who gladly followed: 


19 “I will depose you from your office, 

And | will pull you down from your station. 

20 “Then it will come about in that day, 

That | will summon My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 

21 And ! will clothe him with your tunic 

And tie your sash securely about him. 

/ will entrust him with your authority, 

And he will become a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah. 

22 


24 So they will hang on him all the glory of his father’s house, offspring and issue, 
all the least of vessels, from bowls to all the jars. 25 In that day,” declares the Lord 
of hosts, “the peg driven in a firm place will give way; it will even break off and fall, 
and the load hanging on it will be cut off, for the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 22:17-25 
NASB) 


Tyre will be destroyed, again a s a fitting consequence of rebellion and paganism: 
“The oracle concerning Tyre. 


Wail, O ships of Tarshish, 

For Tyre is destroyed, without house or harbor; 

It is reported to them from the land of Cyprus. 

2 Be silent, you inhabitants of the coastland, 

You merchants of Sidon; 

Your messengers crossed the sea 

3 And were on many waters. 

The grain of the Nile, the harvest of the River was her revenue; 
And she was the market of nations. 

4 Be ashamed, O Sidon; 

For the sea speaks, the stronghold of the sea, saying, 

“| have neither travailed nor given birth, 

| have neither brought up young men nor reared virgins.” 
5 When the report reaches Egypt, 

They will be in anguish at the report of Tyre. 

6 Pass over to Tarshish; 

Wail, O inhabitants of the coastland. 

7 Is this your jubilant city, 

Whose origin is from antiquity, 

Whose feet used to carry her to colonize distant places? 


8 Who has planned this against Tyre, the bestower of crowns, 
Whose merchants were princes, whose traders were the honored of the earth? 


12 He has said, “You shall exult no more, O crushed virgin daughter of Sidon. 
Arise, pass over to Cyprus; even there you will find no rest.” 


13 Behold, the land of the Chaldeans—this is the people which was not; Assyria 
appointed it for desert creatures—they erected their siege towers, they stripped its 
palaces, they made it a ruin. 


14 Wail, O ships of Tarshish, 
For your stronghold is destroyed. 


15 Now in that day Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years like the days of one king. 
At the end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the harlot: 


16 Take your harp, walk about the city, 

O forgotten harlot; 

Pluck the strings skillfully, sing many songs, 
That you may be remembered. 


17 It will come about at the end of seventy years that the Lord will visit Tyre. Then 
she will go back to her harlot’s wages and will play the harlot with all the kingdoms 
on the face of the earth. 18 


(Isaiah 23 NASB) 


Why this destruction? David Guzik’s commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/isaiah-23/) suggests the reason was the overarching pride of Tyre: 
“Wail, you inhabitants of the coastland: Tyre was a city where money ruled. The 


b. The LORD of hosts has purposed it, to bring dishonor the pride of all glory: 
Because of its great success, 


i. “Pride, pride, pride, is that basic sin to which God is ever opposed, and man is 
ever expressing.” (Jennings) 


Isaiah 24 announces judgment on the “whole earth”. Some scholars feel this 
apocalyptic vision is a paired Scripture with the Tribulation described in Matthew's 
gospel (Matthew 24). To quote from one reference: This section of Isaiah’s 
prophecies (24:1 - 27:13), is often called the Little Apocalypse because it looks 


beyond the immediate judgment of Israel’s Gentile neighbors to the final judgments 
of the Tribulation period and the ushering in of the messianic kingdom. These 
chapters present universal judgments followed by universal blessings. The Lord 
moves in cataclysmic judgment upon the earth (erets), not simply on the “land” of 
Israel. 


In these verses “land” should read “earth”. The severity of the Tribulation period is 
indicated by the statement that “the Lord maketh the earth empty, and ... waste”. 
“Turneth it upside down” is better read “distorts.” Thus, through war God empties 
the earth and leaves it a devastated and distorted wasteland. The cities of the earth 
are described as “desolate” and “burned” as a result of this universal destruction. 


Isaiah 24:1 "Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it 
waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants 
thereof." 


“Waste ... upside down ... scattereth”: The prophet generalized and broadened the 
destruction about which he had written more specifically (in chapters 13-23). The 
Lord is to deal with the whole earth more severely than He did at the tower of Babel 
or through the Noahic Flood. 


This lesson has jumped from the problems of the Mediterranean world to the 
problems of the entire earth at the end of the age. We see from the statement 
above, that there will be a time of trouble such as the earth has never known. 


To make "the earth empty" is saying that most life will be gone. This is specifically 
speaking of the time when the wrath of God is poured out on the earth. The few 


inhabitants, that are left, are scattered. (https://www.bible-studys.org/Bible 
%20Books/Isaiah/Isaiah%20Chapter%2024.html). 


The prophet tells us: 

“Behold, the Lord lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and 
scatters its inhabitants. 2 And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his 
master, the maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the 
borrower, the creditor like the debtor. 3 


The earth will be completely laid waste and 
whe 5 The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, 


violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore, a curse devours the 
earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth 
are burned, and few men are left. 


7 The new wine mourns, 

The vine decays, 

All the merry-hearted sigh. 

& The gaiety of tambourines ceases, 
The noise of revelers stops, 

The gaiety of the harp ceases. 

9 They do not drink wine with song; 


Strong drink is bitter to those who drink it. 

10 The city of chaos is broken down; 

Every house is shut up so that none may enter. 

11 There is an outcry in the streets concerning the wine; 
All joy turns to gloom. 

The gaiety of the earth is banished. 


iu 


For the windows above are opened, and the foundations of the earth shake. 
19 The earth is broken asunder, 

The earth is split through, 
The earth is shaken violently. 
20 


23 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, 
For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, 
And His glory will be before His elders. (|saiah 24 NASB) 


The prophet then praises God. Perhaps he was of the mind to “praise the Lord 
anyway!”. Despite the grim scenarios and prophesies God has shared with him, 
Isaiah knows that God is a Provider, Defender and Shield. He is always and forever 
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4 For You have been a defense for the helpless, 

A defense for the needy in his distress, 

A refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; 

For the breath of the ruthless 

Is like a rain storm against a wall. 

5 Like heat in drought, You subdue the uproar of aliens; 

Like heat by the shadow of a cloud, the song of the ruthless is silenced. 


9 And it will be said in that day, 
“Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.” 

10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain, 

And Moab will be trodden down in his place 

As straw is trodden down in the water of a manure pile. 

11 And he will spread out his hands in the middle of it 

As a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim, 

But the Lord will lay low his pride together with the trickery of his hands. 
12 The unassailable fortifications of your walls He will bring down, 

Lay low and cast to the ground, even to the dust.” (Isaiah 25 NASB) 


AS usual, David Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-25/) is helpful and illuminating: 
“a. O LORD, You are my God: Isaiah 24 spoke of the judgment to come upon the 
world, 


They 
Shall lift up their voice, they shall sing; for the majesty of the LORD they shall cry 
aloud from the sea (Isaiah 24:14). This song shows the kind of heart that praises 
God in the midst of tribulation, even in the midst of the Great Tribulation. 


b. O LORD, You are my God: Knowing that the LORD - the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, the God revealed in and by Jesus Christ - is our God makes us want to 


praise Him. When someone or something other than the LORD is our God, we are 
guilty of idolatry. 


i. “If | did not praise and bless Christ my Lord, | should deserve to have my tongue 
torn out by its roots from my mouth. If | did not bless and magnify his name, | 
should deserve that every stone | tread on in the streets should rise up to curse my 
ingratitude, for | am a drowned debtor to the mercy of God - over head and ears - 
to infinite love and boundless compassion | am a debtor. Are you not the same? 
Then | charge you by the love of Christ, awake, awake your hearts now to magnify 
his glorious name.” (Spurgeon) 


| 


e. Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth: When we remember the greatness 
and permanence of God’s Word, it makes us what to praise Him. What is more 
reliable, more everlasting, more enduring than the Word of God?” 


Isaiah 26 continues the praise of God for His righteousness and justice: 


5 “For He has brought low those who dwell on high, the unassailable city; 
He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust. 

6 “The foot will trample it, 

The feet of the afflicted, the steps of the helpless.” 


10 Though the wicked is shown favor, 


He does not learn righteousness; 
He deals unjustly in the land of uprightness, 
And does not perceive the majesty of the Lord. (Isaiah 26:1-10 NASB) 


Trust you in the LORD for ever: 
for in the LORD JEHOVAH 
is everlasting strength. 
— Isaiah 26:4 — 
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August 6, 2019 Isaiah 27-31 


Deliverance- even deliverance form the great sea creature the Leviathan! We have 
seen mls awesome creature in the book of Job. Please see 


Some Creationist researchers suggest that the Leviathan was an example of the 
coexistent dinosaur, but others dispute this claim 


(https://www.equip.org/bible_answers/behemoth-leviathan-dinosaurs/). 
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Destruction of Leviathan Gustav 


Whatever the interpretation of the identity of this creature, it seems to represent 
the ultimate in strength and aggressiveness- but God easily handles this created 
being since He is beyond and above all the creation: 

“In that day the Lord will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, 

With His fierce and great and mighty sword, 

Even Leviathan the twisted serpent; 

And He will kill the dragon who lives in the sea. 


2 In that day, 
“A vineyard of wine, sing of it! 
3 “I, the Lord, am its keeper; 


| water it every moment. 

So that no one will damage it, 

| guard it night and day. 

4 “I have no wrath. 

Should someone give Me briars and thorns in battle, 
Then | would step on them, | would burn them completely. 
5 “Or let him rely on My protection, 

Let him make peace with Me, 

Let him make peace with Me.” 

6 In the days to come Jacob will take root, 

Israel will blossom and sprout, 

And they will fill the whole world with fruit. 


7 Like the striking of Him who has struck them, has He struck them? 
Or like the slaughter of His slain, have they been slain? 

8 You contended with them by banishing them, by driving them away. 
With His fierce wind He has expelled them on the day of the east wind. 
9 Therefore through this Jacob’s iniquity will be forgiven; 

And this will be the full price of the pardoning of his sin: 

When he makes all the altar stones like pulverized chalk stones; 
When Asherim and incense altars will not stand. 

10 For the fortified city is isolated, 

A homestead forlorn and forsaken like the desert; 

There the calf will graze, 

And there it will lie down and feed on its branches. 

11 When its limbs are dry, they are broken off; 

Women come and make a fire with them, 

For they are not a people of discernment, 

Therefore their Maker will not have compassion on them. 

And their Creator will not be gracious to them. 


12 In that day the Lord will start His threshing from the flowing stream of the 
Euphrates to the brook of Egypt, and you will be gathered up one by one, O sons of 


Israel. 


those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land 
of Egypt will come and worship the Lord in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 


27 NASB) 


Isaiah 28 is a chapter with two main divisions: 1) the prophesy of the ultimate 
captivity of “Ephriam” (Israel/judah), and 2) a Messianic prophesy about the One 


who will be the “cornerstone” (Please see 


https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Cornerstone). Isaiah writes: 


“Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, 
And to the fading flower of its glorious beauty, 

Which is at the head of the fertile valley 

Of those who are overcome with wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord has a strong and mighty agent; 

As a storm of hail, a tempest of destruction, 

Like a storm of mighty overflowing waters, 


He has cast it down to the earth with His hand. 

3 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim is trodden under foot. 
4 And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, 

Which is at the head of the fertile valley, 

Will be like the first-ripe fig prior to summer, 

Which one sees, 

And as soon as it is in his hand, 

He swallows it. 

5 In that day the Lord of hosts will become a beautiful crown 

And a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people; 

6 A spirit of justice for him who sits in judgment, 

A strength to those who repel the onslaught at the gate. 

7 And these also reel with wine and stagger from strong drink: 

The priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, 

They are confused by wine, they stagger from strong drink; 

They reel while having visions, 

They totter when rendering judgment. 

8 For all the tables are full of filthy vomit, without a single clean place. 


9 “To whom would He teach knowledge, 

And to whom would He interpret the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just taken from the breast? 

10 “For He says, 

‘Order on order, order on order, 

Line on line, line on line, 

A little here, a little there.’” 

11 Indeed, He will speak to this people 

Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue, 

12 He who said to them, “Here is rest, give rest to the weary,” 
And, “Here is repose,” but they would not listen. 

13 So the word of the Lord to them will be, 

“Order on order, order on order, 

Line on line, line on line, 

A little here, a little there,” 

That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared and taken captive.” 
(Isaiah 28: 1-13 NASB) 


The cornerstone prophesy is revealed in the second part of this chapter. The 
cornerstone is that critical anchor that “sets up” the rest of the structure. As we 
were laying block in north Mexico, Frank Davis always laid the corner- in this case 
the corner “blocks”. Without this trusted and strong guide, the building would not 
take shape- so it is with us- without Jesus as our “corner stone” we will not take the 
shape of the person God created us to be!. Isaiah prophesies: 


" 


19 “As often as it passes through, it will seize you; 
For morning after morning it will pass through, anytime during the day or night, 
And it will be sheer terror to understand what it means.” 

20 The bed is too short on which to stretch out, 

And the blanket is too small to wrap oneself in. 

21 For the Lord will rise up as at Mount Perazim, 

He will be stirred up as in the valley of Gibeon, 

To do His task, His unusual task, 

And to work His work, His extraordinary work. 

22 And now do not carry on as scoffers, 

Or your fetters will be made stronger; 

For | have heard from the Lord God of hosts 

Of decisive destruction on all the earth. 


23 Give ear and hear my voice, 

Listen and hear my words. 

24 Does the farmer plow continually to plant seed? 

Does he continually turn and harrow the ground? 

25 Does he not level its surface 

And sow dill and scatter cummin 

And plant wheat in rows, 

Barley in its place and rye within its area? 

26 For his God instructs and teaches him properly. 

27 For dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, 

Nor is the cartwheel driven over cummin; 

But dill is beaten out with a rod, and cummin with a club. 
28 Grain for bread is crushed, 

Indeed, he does not continue to thresh it forever. 
Because the wheel of his cart and his horses eventually damage it, 
He does not thresh it longer. 


(Isaiah 28:14-29 
NASB) 


Judgment will be swift and sure: 


“But the multitude of your enemies will become like fine dust, 
And the multitude of the ruthless ones like the chaff which blows away; 


The entire vision will be to you like the words of a sealed book, which when they 
give it to the one who is literate, saying, “Please read this,” he will say, “I! cannot, 
for it is sealed.” 12 Then the book will be given to the one who Is illiterate, saying, 
“Please read this.” And he will say, “I cannot read.” 

The entire vision will be to you like the words of a sealed book, which when they 
give it to the one who is literate, saying, “Please read this,” he will say, “I! cannot, 
for it is sealed.” 12 Then the book will be given to the one who Is illiterate, saying, 
“Please read this.” And he will say, “l cannot read.” (Isaiah 29:5-6 NASB) 


God criticizes the “worship” of His people- in form and appearance but without 
commitment or substance: 


But- the good news is that Israel/Judah will ultimately be blessed: 
“Is it not yet just a little while 

Before Lebanon will be turned into a fertile field, 

And the fertile field will be considered as a forest? 

18 On that day the deaf will hear words of a book, 

And out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 
19 


24 “Those who err in mind will know the truth, 
And those who criticize will accept instruction.” (Isaiah 29 :17-24 NASB) 


Judah is warned in Isaiah 30 about making alliances with powerful nations, and thus 
assuming their new strength will allow them to survive any challenge. God is above 
all kings and created things, as well as “powers” of the earth. Solomon learned this 
lesson painfully, as he sought to make political alliance through marriage. Isaiah 
tells us: 


4 “For their princes are at Zoan 

And their ambassadors arrive at Hanes. 

5 “Everyone will be ashamed because of a people who cannot profit them, 

Who are not for help or profit, but for shame and also for reproach.” (\saiah 30:1-5 
NASB) 
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19 O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will weep no longer. 


23 Then He will give you rain for the seed which you will sow in the ground, and 
bread from the yield of the ground, and it will be rich and plenteous; on that day 
your livestock will graze in a roomy pasture. 24 Also the oxen and the donkeys 
which work the ground will eat salted fodder, which has been winnowed with shovel 
and fork. 25 On every lofty mountain and on every high hill there will be streams 
running with water on the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. 26 The 
light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be 
seven times brighter, like the light of seven days, on the day the Lord binds up the 
fracture of His people and heals the bruise He has inflicted. 


27 Behold, the name of the Lord comes from a remote place; 
Burning is His anger and dense is His smoke; 

His lips are filled with indignation 

And His tongue Is like a consuming fire; 

28 His breath is like an overflowing torrent, 

Which reaches to the neck, 

To shake the nations back and forth in a [ah]sieve, 

And to put in the jaws of the peoples the bridle which [ai]leads to ruin. 
29 You will have [aj]songs as in the night when you keep the festival, 
And gladness of heart as when one marches to the sound of the flute, 
To go to the mountain of the Lord, to the Rock of Israel. 


32 And every [am]blow of the [an]rod of punishment, 

Which the Lord will lay on him, 

Will be with the music of tambourines and lyres; 

And in battles, brandishing weapons, He will fight them. 

33 For [ao]Topheth has long been ready, 

Indeed, it has been prepared for the king. 

He has made it deep and large, 

[ap]A pyre of fire with plenty of wood; 

The breath of the Lord, like a torrent of brimstone, sets it afire.” (|Isaiah 30:18-33 
NASB) 


Help is found- not in Egypt or any other political or military alliance- but only in God 
Himself!: 


2 Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster 
And does not retract His words, 


But will arise against the house of evildoers 
And against the help of the workers of iniquity. 


4 For thus says the Lord to me, 


“As the lion or the young lion growls over his prey, 

Against which a band of shepherds is called out, 

And he will not be terrified at their voice nor disturbed at their noise, 

So will the Lord of hosts come down to wage war on Mount Zion and on its hill.” 
5 Like flying birds so the Lord of hosts will protect Jerusalem. 

He will protect and deliver it; 

He will pass over and rescue it. 


6 Return to Him from whom you have deeply defected, O sons of Israel. 7 For in that 


day every man will cast away his silver idols and his gold idols, which your sinful 
hands have made for you as a Sin. 


.” (Isaiah 


) 


August 7, 2019 Isaiah 32-37 


The 32" chapter of Isaiah begins with a bold description of a glorious future for 
God’s people- a future in which they are ruled by a Righteous King! Christian 
commentators are nearly unanimous in this king being King Jesus, and this 
prophesy being a Messianic one. Please see 
(https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/isaiah/ 
32.html). Matthew Henry’s commentary states: “Chapter 32-This chapter seems to 
be such a prophecy of the reign of Hezekiah as amounts to an abridgment of the 
history of it, and this with an eye to the kingdom of the Messiah, whose government 
was typified by the thrones of the house of David, for which reason he is so often 
called "the Son of David.”’ Here is, |. A prophecy of that good work of reformation 
with which he should begin his reign, and the happy influence it should have upon 
the people, who had been wretchedly corrupted and debauched in the reign of his 
predecessor (v. 1-8). Il. A prophecy of the great disturbance that would be given to 
the kingdom in the middle of his reign by the Assyrian invasion (v. 9-14). Ill. A 
promise of better times afterwards, towards the latter end of his reign, in respect 


both of piety and peace (v. 15-20), which promise may be supposed to look as far 
forward as the days of the Messiah.” 

We see both a short term (Hezekiah) and long term aspect (Jesus- the Messiah) to 
this prophesy, as is typical of many such prophesies in the Old Covenant. 

Isaiah writes: 


And princes will rule justly. 

2 Each will be like a refuge from the wind 

And a shelter from the storm, 

Like streams of water in a dry country, 

Like the shade of a huge rock in a parched land. 

3 Then the eyes of those who see will not be blinded, 

And the ears of those who hear will listen. 

4 The mind of the hasty will discern the truth, 

And the tongue of the stammerers will hasten to speak clearly. 
5 No longer will the fool be called noble, 

Or the rogue be spoken of as generous. 

6 For a fool speaks nonsense, 

And his heart inclines toward wickedness: 

To practice ungodliness and to speak error against the Lord, 
To keep the hungry person unsatisfied 

And to withhold drink from the thirsty. 

7 As for a rogue, his weapons are evil; 

He devises wicked schemes 

To destroy the afflicted with slander, 

Even though the needy one speaks what is right. 


(I 


saiah 32:1-8 NASB) 


There is also a prophesy of the filling of the Holy Spirit, perhaps a prophetic 
reference to the filling in Acts 2: 


17 And the work of righteousness will be peace, 
And the service of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever. 
18 Then my people will live in a peaceful habitation, 

And in secure dwellings and in undisturbed resting places; 

19 And it will hail when the forest comes down, 

And the city will be utterly laid low. 

20 How blessed will you be, you who sow beside all waters, 

Who let out freely the ox and the donkey.” (Isaiah 32:15-20 NASB) 


Matthew Henry’s commentary (see reference above) points to this filling of the 
Spirit at Pentecost as well: 

“Now observe,1. How those blessed times shall be introduced-by the pouring out of 
the Spirit from on high (v. 15), which speaks not only of the good-will of God 
towards us, but the good work of God in us; for then, and not till then, there will be 


good times, when God by his grace gives men good hearts; and therefore God’s 
giving his Holy Spirit to those that ask him is in effect his giving them all good 
things, as appears by comparing Lu. 11:13 with Mt. 7:11 . This is the great thing 
that God’s people comfort themselves with the hopes of, that the Spirit shall be 
poured out upon them, that there shall be a more plentiful effusion of the Spirit of 
grace than formerly, according as the necessity of the church, in its desolate estate, 
calls for. This comes from on high, and therefore they look up to their Father in 
heaven for it. When God designs favours for his church he pours out his Spirit, both 
to prepare his people to receive his favours and to qualify and give success to those 
whom he designs to employ as instruments of his favour; for their endeavours to 
repair the desolations of the church are all fruitless until the Spirit be poured out 
upon them and then the work is done suddenly. The kingdom of the Messiah was 
brought in, and set up, by the pouring out of the Spirit (Acts 2), and so it is still kept 
up, and will be to the end.” 


God, and God only, is the Righteous Judge: 


19 You will no longer see a fierce people, 
A people of unintelligible speech which no one comprehends, 
Of a stammering tongue which no one understands. 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our appointed feasts; 

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, an undisturbed habitation, 

A tent which will not be folded; 
Its stakes will never be pulled up, 
Nor any of its cords be torn apart. 
21 


23 Your tackle hangs slack; 

It cannot hold the base of its mast firmly, 

Nor spread out the sail. 

Then the prey of an abundant spoil will be divided; 
The lame will take the plunder. 
24 
(Isaiah 33:17-24) 


Either a near term judgment (against the Assyrians and Babylonians) or a far term 
judgment against all the unrighteous persons or nations is seen in Isaiah 34. Those 
who went up (or will go up) against Zion will be faced with bitter consequences: 


9 Its streams will be turned into pitch, 
And its loose earth into brimstone, 

And its land will become burning pitch. 
10 It will not be quenched night or day; 
Its smoke will go up forever. 

From generation to generation it will be desolate; 
None will pass through it forever and ever. 
va 


14 The desert creatures will meet with the wolves, 

The hairy goat also will cry to its kind; 

Yes, the night monster will settle there 

And will find herself a resting place. 

15 The tree snake will make its nest and lay eggs there, 
And it will hatch and gather them under its protection. 
Yes, the hawks will be gathered there, 

Every one with its kind. 


17 He has cast the lot for them, 
And His hand has divided it to them by line. 

They shall possess it forever; 

From generation to generation they will dwell in it.” (Isaiah 34:8-17 NASB) 


Apparently the “Book of the Lord” (verse 16) is a reference of the Scripture to itself- 
once these things that are prophesied have indeed happened, they will be recorded 
in the Scriptures and those in future generations can “look it up”. David Guzik’s 
commentary supports this notion: 

“Search from the book of the LORD, and read: not one of these shall fail. This 
remarkable statement tells us that Isaiah understood that his words were the words 
of the LORD. It also tells us that Isaiah meant that his prophecy should be 
understood literally - poetically, but literally. It also means that Isaiah clearly 
challenged doubters to “look it up” once the prophecy was fulfilled. 


i. “After Edom has become a wasteland, men will take out the scroll and verify that 
Isaiah’s predictions came true.” (Wolf) 


b. Search from the book of the LORD, and read: not one of these shall fail: This time 
of great tribulation is certainly coming upon the earth. This is beyond all doubt; our 

part isn’t to bring it or to prevent it, but simply to be ready, and to pray always that 
you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man (Luke 21:36).” 


The future of the promised Land will indeed be bright. The desert will bloom, and 
the righteous will live happily in the land. God will be their ruler, and the “highway” 
made straight (verse ). The land of Israel is indeed fertile, and has shown clear 
signs of being a land “overflowing” with milk and honey, as God promised His 
people. An insightful treatise into this theme of barrenness and fertility is seen here 
(http://www.jtsa.edu/a-fertile-land). Isaiah writes: 

"The wilderness and the desert will be glad, 

And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; 

Like the crocus 

2 It will blossom profusely 

And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They will see the glory of the Lord, 

The majesty of our God. 

3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 

4 Say to those with anxious heart, 

“Take courage, fear not. 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance; 

The recompense of God will come, 

But He will save you.” 
5 


7 The scorched land will become a pool 
And the thirsty ground springs of water; 
In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, 
Grass becomes reeds and rushes. 

8 


9 No lion will be there, 

Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; 
These will not be found there. 

But the redeemed will walk there, 

10 And the ransomed of the Lord will return 


And come with joyful shouting to Zion, 

With everlasting joy upon their heads. 

They will find gladness and joy, 

And sorrow and sighing will flee away.” (Isaiah 35 NASB) 


This “highway of holiness” (verse 8) is explored in the Got Questions website 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/highway-of-holiness.html) This highway is for the 
people of God, not to be confuse with Isaiah’s prophesy in Isaiah 40, in which he 
declares: “A voice Is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make 
smooth in the desert a highway for our God.” (Isaiah 40:3) 


Isaiah 36 and 37 are written in prose and not in poetry. The translators of the 
Scriptures make this clear in the format of the chapters themselves. They are 
“linar” rather than separated into poetic copules. The history transmitted here is 
that of the threats of the King of Assyria, the prayers of the “good” King Hezekiah, 
and of God’s miraculous deliverance of His people. The culmination of this treatise 
of history reads like this: 


24 “Through your servants you have reproached the Lord, 
And you have said, ‘With my many chariots | came up to the heights of the 
mountains, 

To the remotest parts of Lebanon; 

And | cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypresses. 

And | will go to its highest peak, its thickest forest. 

25 ‘I dug wells and drank waters, 

And with the sole of my feet | dried up 

All the rivers of Egypt.’ 

26 “Have you not heard? 

Long ago ! did it, 

From ancient times | planned it. 

Now | have brought it to pass, 

That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps. 

27 “Therefore their inhabitants were short of strength, 

They were dismayed and put to shame; 

They were as the vegetation of the field and as the green herb, 
As grass on the housetops is scorched before it is grown up. 
28 “But | know your sitting down 

And your going out and your coming in 

And your raging against Me. 


29 “Because of your raging against Me 

And because your arrogance has come up to My ears, 
Therefore | will put My hook in your nose 

And My bridle in your lips, 

And | will turn you back by the way which you came. 


30 “Then this shall be the sign for you: you will eat this year what grows of itself, in 
the second year what springs from the same, and in the third year sow, reap, plant 
vineyards and eat their fruit. 31 The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will 
again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem will go 
forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.”’ 


33 “Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, ‘He will not come 
to this city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not come before it with a shield, or 
throw up a siege ramp against it. 34 By the way that he came, by the same he will 
return, and he will not come to this city,’ declares the Lord. 35 


(Assyrians Destroyed) 


(Isaiah 37:21-36 NASB) 


The insult against Judah was regarded by God as an insult to Himself, and He took 
up the battle for His people! Only with a miracle from God would 185,000 be struck 
dead ina single night by the “angel of the Lord” (verse 36). This is reminiscent of 
the Death Angel which struck the firstborn before the great Exodus from Egypt 
(Exodus 12:23). Several references to the Destroying or Death Angel can be found 
in the secular literature (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroying_ angel (Bible)). 


The Defeat of Sennacherib (https://amazingbibletimeline.com/blog/assyrian-soldiers- 


killed-by-an-angel-185000/) 
August 8, 2019 Isaiah 38-42 


The narrative continues, as King Hezekiah falls deathly ill. He prays that God will 
remember him, and Isaiah brings Hezekiah the good news that God will heal him 
and give him 15 more years of life. To convince Hezekiah that these words are truly 
from God, Hezekiah receives a miracle- the sun reverses its course and its shadow 
goes back up the stairs ten steps. Isaiah writes: 

“In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of 
Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Set your house in order, 
for you shall die and not live.’” 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and 
prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, “Remember now, O Lord, | beseech You, how | have 
walked before You in truth and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in 
Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 


4 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah, 
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of your father David, “| have heard your prayer, | have 
seen your tears; behold, | will add fifteen years to your life. 6 | will deliver you and 
this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and | will defend this city.”’ 


7 “This shall be the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that He 
has spoken: 8 Behold, | will cause the shadow on the stairway, which has gone 
down with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to go back ten steps.” So the sun’s 
shadow went back ten steps on the stairway on which it had gone down.” (|saiah 
38:1-8 NASB) 


The Hezekiah does an amazingly stupid thing. Buoyed by his recovery, he invites 
the officials of Babylon to the Palace and shows them everything. Later his 
boastfulness will exact a dear price, but Hezekiah’s attitude is that he is “OK” and 
he will not concern himself with the consequences of his folly: 


“At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a 
present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 
Hezekiah was pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the 
gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole armory and all that was 
found in his treasuries. 


5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord of hosts, 6 ‘Behold, the 
days are coming when all that is in your house and all that your fathers have laid up 
in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing will be left,’ says the Lord. 7 
‘And some of your sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken 
away, and they will become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’” 8 Then 


(Isaiah 39 NASB) 


Isaiah 40, along with Isaiah 9, is perhaps the most quoted chapter in this wonderful 
prophetic book. It contains what was later the text of much of Handel’s “Messiah” 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_(Handel)), as well as inspiring countless 
“Scripture Quote” art pieces. 

The first section of the Messiah is centered on Isaiah’s Prophesy of the One to 
Come: The Wikipedia article (quoted above) offers this outline: 

Part | 


Scene 1: Isaiah's prophecy of salvation 


1. Sinfony (instrumental) 

2. Comfort ye my people (tenor) 

3. Ev'ry valley shall be exalted (air for tenor) 
4. And the glory of the Lord (anthem chorus) 


The chapter reads like this: 


6 A voice says, “Call out.” 
Then he answered, “What shall | call out?” 

All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

Surely the people are grass. 

8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

But the word of our God stands forever. 


9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, 

O Zion, bearer of good news, 

Lift up your voice mightily, 

O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; 

Lift it up, do not fear. 

Say to the cities of Judah, 

“Here is your God!” 

10 Behold, the Lord God will come with might, 
With His arm ruling for Him. 

Behold, His reward is with Him 

And His recompense before Him. 

11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, 
In His arm He will gather the lambs 

And carry them in His bosom; 

He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 


12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 


Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 
16 Even Lebanon is not enough to burn, 
Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 
17 All the nations are as nothing before Him, 

They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and meaningless. 


18 To whom then will you liken God? 

Or what likeness will you compare with Him? 
19 As for the idol, a craftsman casts It, 

A goldsmith plates it with gold, 


And a silversmith fashions chains of silver. 

20 He who is too impoverished for such an offering 
Selects a tree that does not rot; 

He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman 

To prepare an idol that will not totter. 


24 Scarcely have they been planted, 

Scarcely have they been sown, 

Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, 
But He merely blows on them, and they wither, 
And the storm carries them away like stubble. 
25 “To whom then will you liken Me 

That | would be his equal?” says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high 

And see who has created these stars, 

The One who leads forth their host by number, 
He calls them all by name; 

Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power, 
Not one of them Is missing. 


27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God”? 


30 Though youths grow weary and tired, 
And vigorous young men stumble badly, 


(Isaiah 40 NASB) 


Isaiah 40:31 
...but those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. ij 


God offers comfort and encouragement to His people: 


11 “Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; 
Those who contend with you will be as nothing and will perish. 

12 “You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, 

Those who war with you will be as nothing and non-existent. 

13 “For | am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, 

Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, | will help you.’ 

14 “Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; 

/ will help you,” declares the Lord, “and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 
15 “Behold, | have made you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges; 
You will thresh the mountains and pulverize them, 

And will make the hills like chaff. 

16 “You will winnow them, and the wind will carry them away, 

And the storm will scatter them; 


” (Isaiah 41:8-16 NASB) 


God then describes His Servant- the One who is to come: 
“Behold, My Servant, whom | “uphold; 


4“He will not be disheartened or crushed 
Until He has established justice in the earth; 
And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His “law.” (Isaiah 42:1-4 NASB) 


However, just as the people in Jesus’ time did not truly “hear Him”, the people of 
God miss this message as well: 


“| have kept silent for a long time, 

| have kept still and restrained Myself. 

Now like a woman in labor | will groan, 

/ will both gasp and pant. 

15 “I will lay waste the mountains and hills 

And wither all their vegetation; 

/ will make the rivers into coastlands 

And dry up the ponds. 

16 “I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, 
In paths they do not know | will guide them. 

| will make darkness into light before them 

And rugged places into plains. 

These are the things | will do, 

And | will not leave them undone.” 

17 They will be turned back and be utterly put to shame, 
Who trust in idols,Who say to molten images, 

“You are our gods.” 


23 Who among you will give ear to this? 
Who will give heed and listen hereafter? 


24 


.” (Isaiah 42:14-25 NASB) 
August 9, 2019 Isaiah 43-46 
God clearly identifies Himself as the one who created and nurtured His people, with 


the purpose that they would be a light (and a delight!) to the nations. He is the 
“with us” God (verse 2): 


3 “For! am the Lord your God, 

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 

| have given Egypt as your ransom, 

Cush and Seba in your place. 

4 “Since you are precious in My sight, 

Since you are honored and | love you, 

/ will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life. 


/ will bring your offspring from the east, 

And gather you from the west. 

6 “Il will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 

And to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ 

Bring My sons from afar 

And My daughters from the ends of the earth, 

7 Everyone who is called by My name, 

And whom | have created for My glory, 

Whom | have formed, even whom | have made.” (Isaiah 43:1-7 NASB) 


God will use His people as a unique witness to Himself, and will accomplish 
salvation theough His people: 

“Bring out the people who are blind, even though they have eyes, 

And the deaf, even though they have ears. 

9 All the nations have gathered together 

So that the peoples may be assembled. 

Who among them can declare this 

And proclaim to us the former things? 

Let them present their witnesses that they may be justified, 

Or let them hear and say, “It is true.” 


13 “Even from eternity |am He, 
And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; 
| act and who can reverse it?”” (Isaiah 43: 8-13 NASB) 


God will overthrow Babylon, for He is the ultimate power and authority: 


16 Thus says the Lord, 


Who makes a way through the sea 

And a path through the mighty waters, 

17 Who brings forth the chariot and the horse, 
The army and the mighty man 

(They will lie down together and not rise again; 
They have been quenched and extinguished like a wick): 
18 “Do not call to mind the former things, 

Or ponder things of the past. 

19 “Behold, | will do something new, 

Now It will spring forth; 

Will you not be aware of it? 

| will even make a roadway in the wilderness, 
Rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:14-19 NASB) 


God is weary of the sins, rejection of Himself, and rebellion of His people. Their 
memory is so short...their gratefulness so fleeting!: 


25 “I, even |, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, 
And | will not remember your sins. 

26 “Put Me in remembrance, let us argue our case together; 

State your cause, that you may be proved right. 

27 “Your first forefather sinned, 

And your spokesmen have transgressed against Me. 

28 “So! will pollute the princes of the sanctuary, 

And | will consign Jacob to the ban and Israel to revilement.” (Isaiah 43:22-28 
NASB) 


The Lord speaks of His glory and uniqueness, the folly (and sheer stupidity) of 
idolatry, and His unique position as the One who saves. He explains to Isaiah: 


5 “This one will say, ‘1am the Lord’s’; 
And that one will call on the name of Jacob; 

And another will write on his hand, ‘Belonging to the Lord,’ 
And will name Israel’s name with honor. 


6 “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 


‘Lam the first and | am the last, 

And there is no God besides Me. 

7 ‘Who ts like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; 

Yes, let him recount it to Me in order, 

From the time that | established the ancient nation. 

And let them declare to them the things that are coming 
And the events that are going to take place. 

8 ‘Do not tremble and do not be afraid; 

Have | not long since announced it to you and declared it? 
And you are My witnesses. 

Is there any God besides Me, 

Or is there any other Rock? 

| know of none.’” 


(The Folly of Idolatry) 


all his companions will be put to shame, for the craftsmen themselves are mere 
men. Let them all assemble themselves, let them stand up, let them tremble, let 
them together be put to shame. 


12 The man shapes iron into a cutting tool and does his work over the coals, 
fashioning it with hammers and working it with his strong arm. He also gets hungry 
and his strength fails; he drinks no water and becomes weary. 13 Another shapes 
wood, he extends a measuring line; he outlines it with red chalk. He works it with 
planes and outlines it with a compass, and makes it like the form of a man, like the 
beauty of man, so that it may sit in a house. 14 Surely he cuts cedars for himself, 
and takes a cypress or an oak and raises it for himself among the trees of the 
forest. He plants a fir, and the rain makes it grow. 15 Then it becomes something 
for a man to burn, so he takes one of them and warms himself; he also makes a fire 
to bake bread. He also makes a god and worships it; he makes it a graven image 
and falls down before it. 16 Half of it he burns in the fire; over this half he eats meat 
as he roasts a roast and is satisfied. He also warms himself and says, “Aha! 1am 
warm, | have seen the fire.” 17 But the rest of it he makes into a god, his graven 
image. He falls down before it and worships; he also prays to it and says, “Deliver 
me, for you are my god.” 


18 They do not know, nor do they understand, for He has smeared over their eyes 
so that they cannot see and their hearts so that they cannot comprehend. 19 No 
one recalls, nor is there knowledge or understanding to say, “| have burned half of it 
in the fire and also have baked bread over its coals. | roast meat and eat it. Then | 
make the rest of it into an abomination, | fall down before a block of wood!” 20 He 
feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside. And he cannot deliver 
himself, nor say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” 


(God Forgives and Redeems) 

21 “Remember these things, O Jacob, 

And Israel, for you are My servant; 

| have formed you, you are My servant, 

O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me. 

22 “| have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud 
And your sins like a heavy mist. 

Return to Me, for | have redeemed you.” 

23 Shout for joy, O heavens, for the Lord has done it! 
Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth; 

Break forth into a shout of joy, you mountains, 

O forest, and every tree in it; 

For the Lord has redeemed Jacob 

And in Israel He shows forth His glory. 


24 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the 
womb, 


“l, the Lord, am the maker of all things, 
Stretching out the heavens by Myself 
And spreading out the earth all alone, 
25 Causing the omens of boasters to fail, 


It is | who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be inhabited!’ 

And of the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built.’ 

And | will raise up her ruins again. 

27 “It is |who says to the depth of the sea, ‘Be dried up!’ 

And | will make your rivers dry. 

28 “It is | who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd! 

And he will perform all My desire.’ 

And he declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built,’ 

And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’” (Isaiah 44 NASB) 


God uses pagan leaders to accomplish His purposes- even Cyrus the King of Persia, 
who overcame the Babylonians and allowed the Jewish exiles to return to the Land 
of Promise. Some controversy has been aroused lately over the role of our current 
US President, who one author claims is “God’s Chaos Candidate” 
(https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Chaos-Candidate-American-Unraveling/dp/ 
0998216402). 

The important point to remember is that ultimately God is in control- of His people, 
and of their history as well as their day-to day lives. 


Isaiah writes: 


4 “For the sake of Jacob My servant, 

And Israel My chosen one, 

| have also called you by your name; 

| have given you a title of honor 

Though you have not known Me. 

5 “lam the Lord, and there is no other; 

Besides Me there is no God. 

/ will gird you, though you have not known Me; 

6 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun 


(Isaiah 45:1-7 NASB) 


The Lord then speaks to Isaiah (and to us) about His glory and His unique place in 
the universe: 


19 “| have not spoken in secret, 

In some dark land; 

| did not say to the offspring of Jacob, 
‘Seek Me in a waste place’; 

|, the Lord, speak righteousness, 
Declaring things that are upright. 


20 “Gather yourselves and come; 
Draw near together, you fugitives of the nations; 
They have no knowledge, 

Who carry about their wooden idol 
And pray to a god who cannot save. 
21 “Declare and set forth your case; 
Indeed, let them consult together. 
Who has announced this from of old? 
Who has long since declared it? 

Is it not I, the Lord? 

And there is no other God besides Me, 
A righteous God and a Savior; 

There is none except Me. 


23 “I have sworn by Myself, 

The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness 

And will not turn back, 

That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. 
24 


(I 


saiah 45:18-25 NASB) 


How could anyone make, or create an idol- out of wood, stone, precious metals or 
copper/bronze/brass and then turn around and worship the very creation of our 
hands? This is the problem with worshipping the created instead of the Creator. 
God warned His people of this fallacy, and instructed them to stay away from “all 
idols and graven images” to avoid the temptation of idol worship. Our modern 
“idols” are no less insidious or tempting- we simply substitute family, friends, 
power, influence, fame money or even our church (or God forbid, the Scripture 
itself) in place of God our Creator: 


3 “Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, 

And all the remnant of the house of Israel, 

You who have been borne by Me from birth 
And have been carried from the womb; 

4 Even to your old age | will be the same, 

And even to your graying years | will bear you! 
| have done it, and! will carry you; 

And | will bear you and | will deliver you. 


and ake We equal ad compare Me 


8 “Remember this, and be assured; 
Recall it to mind, you transgressors. 


“a 


11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, 
The man of My purpose from a far country. 
Truly | have spoken; truly | will bring it to pass. 
| have planned it, surely | will do it. 


12 “Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded, 
Who are far from righteousness. 
13 “I bring near My righteousness, It is not far off; 


(I 


saiah 46 NASB) 


August 10, 2019 Isaiah 47-51 


It would be understandable if the Babylonians were to become complacent and 
overly confident in their military and secular power. They were a powerful and 
influential nation, but they had never experienced the power, might and anger of a 
God who would set them in their proper place. In vivid imagery, God describes the 
fate which will befall Babylon at His hands, telling them that there is “no help” for 
them (verse 15) No one will rescue them! 


2 “Take the millstones and grind meal. 

Remove your veil, strip off the skirt, 

Uncover the leg, cross the rivers. 

3 “Your nakedness will be uncovered, 

Your shame also will be exposed; 

/ will take vengeance and will not spare a man.” 
4 Our Redeemer, the Lord of hosts is His name, 
The Holy One of Israel. 

5 “Sit silently, and go into darkness, 

O daughter of the Chaldeans, 


8 “Now, then, hear this, you sensual one, 
Who dwells securely, 

Who says in your heart, 

‘1am, and there is no one besides me. 

! will not sit as a widow, 

Nor know loss of children.’ 


12 “Stand fast now in your spells 
And in your many sorceries 
With which you have labored from your youth; 
Perhaps you will be able to profit, 
Perhaps you may cause trembling. 
13 “You are wearied with your many counsels; 
Let now the astrologers, 
Those who prophesy by the stars, 
Those who predict by the new moons, 
Stand up and save you from what will come upon you. 
14 “Behold, they have become like stubble, 
Fire burns them; 
They cannot deliver themselves from the power of the flame; 
There will be no coal to warm by 
Nor a fire to sit before! 
15 “So have those become to you with whom you have /abored, 
Who have trafficked with you from your youth; 
Each has wandered in his own way; 
(Isaiah 47 NASB) 


God’s patience was often tested by His people. He described them in various places 
as “stubborn and stiff necked” (Exodus 32:9), a reality that Jesus alluded to in His 
teaching (Mark 6:52, 8:17; John 12:40). Here in Isaiah 48 God shows His 
exasperation with the rebellious stubbornness of the people: 


“Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are named Israel 

And who came forth from the loins of Judah, 

Who swear by the name of the Lord 

And invoke the God of Israel, 

But not in truth nor in righteousness. 

2 “For they call themselves after the holy city 

And lean on the God of Israel; 

The Lord of hosts is His name. 

3 “Il declared the former things long ago 

And they went forth from My mouth, and | proclaimed them. 
Suddenly | acted, and they came to pass. 

4 


5 Therefore | declared them to you long ago, 


Before they took place | proclaimed them to you, 
So that you would not say, ‘My idol has done them, 
And my graven image and my molten image have commanded them. 


, 


9 “For the sake of My name | delay My wrath, 

And for My praise | restrain it for you, 

In order not to cut you off. 

10 “Behold, | have refined you, but not as silver; 

| have tested you in the furnace of affliction. 

11 “For My own sake, for My own sake, | will act; 

For how can My name be profaned? 

And My glory | will not give to another.” (Isaiah 48:-1-11 NASB) 


And yet God shows His patience and mercy and promises to deliver His people from 
the Babylonian captors: 

“lam the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, 

Who leads you in the way you should go. 

18 “If only you had paid attention to My commandments! 

Then your well-being would have been like a river, 

And your righteousness like the waves of the sea. 

19 “Your descendants would have been like the sand, 

And your offspring like its grains; 

Their name would never be cut off or destroyed from My presence.” 


20 Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the Chaldeans! 


21 They did not thirst when He led them through the deserts. 

He made the water flow out of the rock for them; 

He split the rock and the water gushed forth. 

22 “There is no peace for the wicked,” says the Lord.” (Isaiah 48:17-22 NASB) 


God reminds His people that they are to be a “light to the nations”, as is the Bride 
of Christ, the Church itself. It is interesting to note the language used by God to 
describe His “child” Israel- who was known when “formed in the womb”. The 
controversy over the “heartbeat law” recently enacted in Georgia is a reflection of 
this value of human life- the baby is a “person” when the heartbeat can be 
detected- about 7-8 weeks after conception. 


God tells Isaiah (and His people through Isaiah): 


6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 
To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; 


7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy One, 

To the despised One, 

To the One abhorred by the nation, 

To the Servant of rulers, 

“Kings will see and arise, 

Princes will also bow down, 

Because of the Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You.” 


8 Thus says the Lord, 

“In a favorable time | have answered You, 

And in a day of salvation | have helped You; 

And | will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people, 
To restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages; 
9 Saying to those who are bound, ‘Go forth,’ 

To those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’ 

Along the roads they will feed, 

And their pasture will be on all bare heights. 

10 “They will not hunger or thirst, 

Nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; 

For He who has compassion on them will lead them 

And will guide them to springs of water. 

11 “I will make all My mountains a road, 

And My highways will be raised up. 

12 “Behold, these will come from afar; 

And lo, these will come from the north and from the west, 
And these from the land of Sinim.” 


.” (Isaiah 49:5-13 NASB) 


Isaiah 50 is God’s comfort to His representative- the prophet himself. God wants 
Isaiah to know that he has not been forgotten or disowned in any way. The Lord 
Jesus, when tried by those conspiring against Him, likely remembered this 
description from Isaiah as He set his face “like flint” and absorbed the abuse and 
lies mercilessly thrown at Him. Please see David Guzik’s comments in the Blue 
Letter Bible (https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017- 
Isa/Isa-50.cfm) : 


3 “I clothe the heavens with blackness 
And make sackcloth their covering.” 


4 The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples, 

That | may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. 
He awakens Me morning by morning, 

He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. 


9 Behold, the Lord God helps Me; 
Who is he who condemns Me? 
Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; 

The moth will eat them. 

10 Who is among you that fears the Lord, 

That obeys the voice of His servant, 

That walks in darkness and has no light? 

Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God. 
11 Behold, all you who kindle a fire, 

Who encircle yourselves with firebrands, 

Walk in the light of your fire 

And among the brands you have set ablaze. 

This you will have from My hand: 

You will lie down in torment.” (Isaiah 50 NASB) 


Israel is exhorted to “remember”...remember who they are and whose they are, to 
remember the past of God’s dealing with them and to be prepared for the future tat 
God holds for them. 


Isaiah tells us: 


3 Indeed, the Lord will comfort Zion; 

He will comfort all her waste places. 

And her wilderness He will make like Eden, 
And her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
Joy and gladness will be found in her, 
Thanksgiving and sound of a melody. 


4 “Pay attention to Me, O My people, 

And give ear to Me, O My nation; 

For a law will go forth from Me, 

And | will set My justice for a light of the peoples. 


7 “Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, 
A people in whose heart is My law; 

Do not fear the reproach of man, 

Nor be dismayed at their revilings. 

8 “For the moth will eat them like a garment, 
And the grub will eat them like wool. 


9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; 
Awake as in the days of old, the generations of long ago. 
Was it not You who cut Rahab in pieces, 

Who pierced the dragon? 

10 Was it not You who dried up the sea, 

The waters of the great deep; 


Who made the depths of the sea a pathway 
For the redeemed to cross over? 

11 So the ransomed of the Lord will return 
And come with joyful shouting to Zion, 

And everlasting joy will be on their heads. 
They will obtain gladness and joy, 

And sorrow and sighing will flee away. 


Who stretched out the heavens 

And laid the foundations of the earth, 

That you fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, 
As he makes ready to destroy? 

But where is the fury of the oppressor? (Isaiah 51:1-13 NASB) 


God promises His people that His anger, wrath and judgment are just for a time... 
and will cease: 

“Therefore, please hear this, you afflicted, 

Who are drunk, but not with wine: 

22 Thus says your Lord, the Lord, even your God 

Who contends for His people, 

“Behold, | have taken out of your hand the cup of reeling, 


23 “Il will put it into the hand of your tormentors, 

Who have said to you, ‘Lie down that we may walk over you.’ 

You have even made your back like the ground 

And like the street for those who walk over it.” (Isaiah 51:21-23 NASB) 


August 11, 2019 Isaiah 52-57 
Isaiah 52 is comprised of two main sections: 1) an encouragement to Israel- to 


God’s people who are in bitter captivity- and 2) a description of the Servant to 
come- the so called “servant song” which begins at verse 13. The Scripture reads: 


3 For thus says the Lord, “You were sold for nothing and you will be redeemed 
without money.” 4 For thus says the Lord God, “My people went down at the first 
into Egypt to reside there; then the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. 5 Now 
therefore, what do | have here,” declares the Lord, “seeing that My people have 
been taken away without cause?” Again the Lord declares, “Those who rule over 
them howl, and My name is continually blasphemed all day long. 6 Therefore My 
people shall know My name; therefore in that day | am the one who is speaking, 
‘Here | am.’” 


8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices, 
They shout joyfully together; 

For they will see with their own eyes 

When the Lord restores Zion. 


11 Depart, depart, go out from there, 

Touch nothing unclean; 

Go out of the midst of her, purify yourselves, 
You who carry the vessels of the Lord. 

12 But you will not go out in haste, 

Nor will you go as fugitives; 

For the Lord will go before you, 

And the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 


(The Exalted Servant) 
13 Behold, My servant will prosper, 
He will be high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 


.” (Isiah 52 NASB) 


The magnificence and depth of Isaiah 53 has been explored by many far more 
scholarly and devoted than myself, yet every reading of it provides me with a 


deeper understanding of the beautiful, priceless, and underserved gift that God has 
given freely to all. Despite the enormous cost to God, He freely offered His Son to 
us so that we could become like Him- righteous, forgiven, and without sin. 


This unmatched and unsurpassed chapter reads like this in the NASB translation: 


2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 
And like a root out of parched ground; 

He has no stately form or majesty 

That we should look upon Him, 

Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 
3 He was despised and forsaken of men, 

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

And like one from whom men hide their face 

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 


7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

Yet He did not open His mouth; 

Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 

And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 
So He did not open His mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; 
And as for His generation, who considered 

That He was cut off out of the land of the living 

For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 
9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, 

Yet He was with a rich man in His death, 

Because He had done no violence, 

Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. 


10 But the Lord was pleased 

To crush Him, putting Him to grief; 

If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 
He will see His offspring, 

He will prolong His days, 


And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 
Be! 


And interceded for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53 NASB) 


My reading this morning prompted the question....”"Why doesn’t everyone believe 
the message...and receive this priceless gift?” David Guzik in the Enduring Word 
commentary and Bible study touches on the rejection: “Who has believed our 
report: Prophetically, Isaiah anticipates at least two things here. First, he anticipates 
how strange and contradictory it seems that this suffering Messiah, whose visage is 
marred more than any man, is at the same time salvation and cleansing to the 
nations. Second, he anticipates the rejection of the Messiah, that many would not 
believe our report.” - please see 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-53/) Certainly the orthodox 
Jewish faith would reject the reference as pointing to a single “servant” Jesus 
(Please see https://jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/articles/isaiah-53-explained/) This 
reference suggests that the entire nation of Israel is the “servant” referred to here. 


Ultimately, my belief is that anyone rejecting Jesus (or God’s mercy in any form) is 
ultimately deciding to reject God’s ultimate authority, and to in a sense “be their 
own God”. This is appealing to the mind of man since it avoids accountability and 
eternal consequences for one’s thoughts and actions. We see how well this usually 
works out in Judges, where everyone did what was right “in their own eyes” (Judges 
21:25 and others) and when Aaron approved and tacitly blessed the people’s desire 
to have a “real God” that they could see and worship- the Golden Calf 
(Deuteronomy 9:9-21). 
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ISAIAH 53:5 


God’s promises are rich, abundant and lasting...His blessings are unsurpassed and 
full of mercy. God describes the great blessings and promises He will fulfil for His 
people: 

“O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not comforted, 

Behold, | will set your stones in antimony, 

And your foundations | will lay in sapphires. 

12 “Moreover, | will make your battlements of rubies, 

And your gates of crystal, 

And your entire wall of precious stones. 

13 “All your sons will be taught of the Lord; 

And the well-being of your sons will be great. 

14 “In righteousness you will be established; 

You will be far from oppression, for you will not fear; 

And from terror, for it will not come near you. 

15 “If anyone fiercely assails you it will not be from Me. 

Whoever assails you will fall because of you. 

16 “Behold, | Myself have created the smith who blows the fire of coals 

And brings out a weapon for its work; 

And | have created the destroyer to ruin. 


And every tongue that accuses You in judgment you will conden. 


The chemist in me cannot help but smile and enjoy verse 11- which refers to the 
element antimony. The NIV translation, which | almost always use for study, 
renders “antimony” as “turquoise”, and the KJV as “stones with fair colors”. Not to 
belabor a small point, the webpage “Studylight” provides this further insight into 
verse 11 (https://www.studylight.org/commentary/isaiah/54-11.html): 


~— 


The word rendered here <fair colors‘ (15 pik ) denotes properly, seaweed, from 
which an alkaline paint was prepared; then paint itself, dye, fucus, and also that 
with which the Hebrew women tinged their eyelashes (stibium ). This is composed 
of the powder of lead ore, and was drawn with a small wooden bodkin through the 
eyelids, and tinged the hair and the edges of the eyelids with a dark sooty color, 
and was esteemed to be a graceful ornament. This practice is of great antiquity.” 
As all good chemists know, stibium is the Latin word for antimony (Symbol Sb) 


Every once in a while, | become whimsical about certain verses of the Scripture. | 
hope (and have good reason to believe) that God is neither offended nor dishonored 
by my “silliness”. Once such example is the “Santa Claus verse” found in Isaiah 
soil: 


“Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; 

And you who have no money come, buy and eat. 
Come, buy wine and milk 

Without money and without cost.” (Isaiah 55:1 NASB) 


Isaiah 55 describes God’s offer of salvation to His people. Verse 6 has been quoted 
by many evangelists, most memorably in recent times by Dr. Billy Graham. The 
chapter reads like this: 

“Why do you spend money for what is not bread, 

And your wages for what does not satisfy? 


4 “Behold, | have made him a witness to the peoples, 

A leader and commander for the peoples. 

5 “Behold, you will call a nation you do not know, 

And a nation which knows you not will run to you, 

Because of the Lord your God, even the Holy One of Israel; 
For He has glorified you.” 


7 Let the wicked forsake his way 


And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
And let him return to the Lord, 

And He will have compassion on him, 
And to our God, 

For He will abundantly pardon. 


10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
And do not return there without watering the earth 

And making it bear and sprout, 

And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 


12 “For you will go out with joy 

And be led forth with peace; 

The mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, 
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
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.”” (Isaiah 55:2-13 NASB) 


This chapter is a virtual treasure box of important theology: 1) the riches of God are 
those to be sought, why settle for that which does not ultimately satisfy (verses 1 
and 2); 2) seek the Lord when He may be found (verse 6)- we should accept God’s 
call and not hesitate “until tomorrow”; 3) God’s ways and thoughts are different 
from ours (verses 8 and 9); and 4) God’s Word will not return to Him “empty” (verse 
11) 


What does obedience to God “look like”. Micah later proclaims that God expects us 
to “act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God: “He has shown you, O mortal, 
what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8 NIV) 


Isaiah describes the faithful ones, the ones who honor God not only with their acts 
of worship but with their lives filled with goodness and mercy: 
Thus says the Lord, 


3 Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, 


MM” 


“The Lord will surely separate me from His people. 
Nor let the eunuch say, “Behold, | am a dry tree.” 


4 For thus says the Lord, 


“To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, 

And choose what pleases Me, 

And hold fast My covenant, 

5 To them | will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, 
And a name better than that of sons and daughters; 

/ will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off. 


6 “Also the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

To minister to Him, and to love the name of the Lord, 

To be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the sabbath 
And holds fast My covenant; 


8 The Lord God, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, 
“Yet others | will gather to them, to those already gathered.” 


9 All you beasts of the field, 

All you beasts in the forest, 

Come to eat. 

10 His watchmen are blind, 

All of them know nothing. 

All of them are mute dogs unable to bark, 

Dreamers lying down, who love to slumber; 

11 And the dogs are greedy, they are not satisfied. 

And they are shepherds who have no understanding; 

They have all turned to their own way, 

Each one to his unjust gain, to the last one. 

12 “Come,” they say, “let us get wine, and let us drink heavily of strong drink; 
And tomorrow will be like today, only more so.” (Isaiah 56 NASB) 


Jesus later quotes Isaiah when he is casting out the “moneychangers” from the 
Temple- they have taken what should be a “house of prayer (verse 7) and turned it 
into a “den of thieves” (Matthew 21:12, quoting verse 7- “house of prayer” and 


Jeremiah 7:11). Please see (https://www.gotquestions.org/house-prayer-den- 


thieves.html) 


No peace for the wicked....!. This repeats a theme we have seen earlier in Isaiah, 
where the foreign nations used by God to chastise His people were to have “no 
peace”. In this case God is describing the evil in the leadership of His people. It is 
as Geoffrey Chaucer said in the Canterbury Tales “If the gold rust, what then will 
iron do?” (https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/31558-if-gold-rust-what-then-will- 
iron), speaking of the corruption of a priest traveling with the pilgrims. 


Isaiah tells us: 


“The righteous man perishes, and no man takes it to heart; 
And devout men are taken away, while no one understands. 
For the righteous man is taken away from evil, 

2 He enters into peace; 

They rest in their beds, 

Each one who walked in his upright way. 
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6 “Among the smooth stones of the ravine 
Is your portion, they are your lot; 

Even to them you have poured out a drink offering, 
You have made a grain offering. 

Shall 1 relent concerning these things? 

7 “Upon a high and lofty mountain 

You have made your bed. 

You also went up there to offer sacrifice. 


“And it will be said, 
“Build up, build up, prepare the way, 


Remove every obstacle out of the way of My people.” 
15 For thus says the high and exalted One 
Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, 

“| dwell on a high and holy place, 

And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit 
In order to revive the spirit of the lowly 

And to revive the heart of the contrite. 

16 “For! will not contend forever, 

Nor will | always be angry; 

For the spirit would grow faint before Me, 
And the breath of those whom | have made. 
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Isaiah 57 NASB) 


August 12, 2019 Isaiah 58-63 


Should we fast? Should we observe the Sabbath? Are we still expected to live as if 
we were under the Law? How should we observe the Sabbath as Christian believers? 


The Hebrew Scriptures seem to “assume” fasting as a regular practice and 
discipline among those who love and seek the Lord. The Sabbath- made for man- 
as Jesus correctly taught- (Matthew 12:1-8, Mark 2:23-28 and Luke 6:1-5) and 
should be observed. The controversy- if there is one- is exactly how “legalistic” our 
Sabbath observance should be! 


Isaiah tells us about fasting (verse 1-12) and the Sabbath observance (13-14): 


“Cry loudly, do not hold back; 

Raise your voice like a trumpet, 

And declare to My people their transgression 

And to the house of Jacob their sins. 

2 “Yet they seek Me day by day and delight to know My ways, 
As a nation that has done righteousness 

And has not forsaken the ordinance of their God. 

They ask Me for just decisions, 

They delight in the nearness of God. 

3 


7 “Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry 
And bring the homeless poor into the house; 
When you see the naked, to cover him; 

And not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8 “Then your light will break out like the dawn, 
And your recovery will speedily spring forth; 
And your righteousness will go before you; 
The glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 

9 “Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 
You will cry, and He will say, ‘Here | am.’ 

If you remove the yoke from your midst, 

The pointing of the finger and speaking wickedness, 

10 And if you give yourself to the hungry 

And satisfy the desire of the afflicted, 

Then your light will rise in darkness 

And your gloom will become like midday. 

11 “And the Lord will continually guide you, 

And satisfy your desire in scorched places, 

And give strength to your bones; 

And you will be like a watered garden, 

And like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. 

12 “Those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; 

You will raise up the age-old foundations; 

And you will be called the repairer of the breach, 

The restorer of the streets in which to dwell.” (Isaiah 58:1-12 NASB) 


14 Then you will take delight in the Lord, 
And | will make you ride on the heights of the earth; 

And | will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, 

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 58:13-14 NASB) 


The great contrast between light and darkness, righteousness and wickedness, 
obedience and disobedience is described with great clarity in Isaiah 59. First God 
tells of His view of the people and their disobedience and rebellion: 


“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short 
That it cannot save; 

Nor is His ear so dull 

That it cannot hear. 


8 They do not know the way of peace, 
And there is no justice in their tracks; 
They have made their paths crooked, 
Whoever treads on them does not know peace. 


(A Confession of Wickedness) 

9 Therefore justice is far from us, 

And righteousness does not overtake us; 

We hope for light, but behold, darkness, 

For brightness, but we walk in gloom. 

10 We grope along the wall like blind men, 

We grope like those who have no eyes; 

We stumble at midday as in the twilight, 

Among those who are vigorous we are like dead men. 
11 All of us growl like bears, 

And moan sadly like doves; 

We hope for justice, but there is none, 

For salvation, but it is far from us. 

12 For our transgressions are multiplied before You, 
And our sins testify against us; 

For our transgressions are with us, 

And we know our iniquities: 


13 Transgressing and denying the Lord, 

And turning away from our God, 

Speaking oppression and revolt, 

Conceiving in and uttering from the heart lying words.” (|Isaiah 59:1-13 NASB) 


God then makes a wonderful promise- a Redeemer will come to Zion!: 
“A Redeemer will come to Zion, 
And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,” declares the Lord. 


21 “As for Me, this is My covenant with them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit which is 
upon you, and My words which | have put in your mouth shall not depart from your 
mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring’s 
offspring,” says the Lord, “from now and forever.” (Isaiah 59:20-21 NASB) 


“Rise and shine” we sometimes say to one another. God calls to us to do the same- 
to reflect the radiant glory of His Name and the reality of our God. We catch a brief 
glimpse of this in Scripture- notably in the calling of Isaiah, the filling of the Temple 
of Solomon, and in the New Testament, the Transfiguration. God’s glory is unique- 

it is pure light- and casts out “all darkness” as John described it in his gospel. 

Isaiah proclaims to us the words of God Himself: 


6 “A multitude of camels will cover you, 

The young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

All those from Sheba will come; 

They will bring gold and frankincense, 

And will bear good news of the praises of the Lord. 

7 “All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered together to you, 
The rams of Nebaioth will minister to you; 

They will go up with acceptance on My altar, 


And | shall glorify My glorious house. 

8 “Who are these who fly like a cloud 

And like the doves to their lattices? 

9 “Surely the coastlands will wait for Me; 

And the ships of Tarshish will come first, 

To bring your sons from afar, 

Their silver and their gold with them, 

For the name of the Lord your God, 

And for the Holy One of Israel because He has glorified you.” (\saiah 60:1-9 NASB) 


And just as the claim is made in Revelation (21:23) that the Lord Himself will be our 
light, God tells Isaiah the same thing: 


21 “Then all your people will be righteous; 

They will possess the land forever, 

The branch of My planting, 

The work of My hands, 

That | may be glorified. 

22 “The smallest one will become a clan, 

And the least one a mighty nation. 

|, the Lord, will hasten it in its time.” (Isaiah 60:19-22 NASB) 


Isaiah then celebrates the wonderful restoration of Zion- the Restoration that is to 
come in the short term with the rebuilding of Israel, and the eventual 
reestablishment of the Kingdom of God in the New Heaven and New Earth 
(Revelation 21). Isaiah writes: 


“For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, 

And for Jerusalem's sake | will not keep quiet, 
Until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, 
And her salvation like a torch that is burning. 


5 For as a young man marries a virgin, 

So your sons will marry you; 

And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
So your God will rejoice over you. 


6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, | have appointed watchmen; 

All day and all night they will never keep silent. 

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves; 

7 And give Him no rest until He establishes 

And makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

8 The Lord has sworn by His right hand and by His strong arm, 

“| will never again give your grain as food for your enemies; 

Nor will foreigners drink your new wine for which you have labored.” 
9 But those who garner it will eat it and praise the Lord; 

And those who gather it will drink it in the courts of My sanctuary. 


10 Go through, go through the gates, 

Clear the way for the people; 

Build up, build up the highway, 

Remove the stones, lift up a standard over the peoples. 

11 Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth, 

Say to the daughter of Zion, “Lo, your salvation comes; 

Behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.” 

12 And they will call them, “The holy people, 

The redeemed of the Lord”; 

And you will be called, “Sought out, a city not forsaken.” (Isaiah 62 NASB) 


The word “Married” is the Hebrew word “Beulah” (verse 4), from which the gospel 
song “Beulah Land” is inspired (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pS -cMv/7Ic). 
Just as Zion will receive a “new name”, (verse 2), we will also get a “new name”, as 
referenced in Revelation (2:17; 3:12) which reflects our new sinless self (please see 


https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-62/) 


Jesus was a student of the Scriptures. He was not a “Rabbi” (teacher) in the formal 
sense, although His followers sometimes used that name for Him. He was 
immersed in the Word, and quoted from it extensively- adding His “amen” to the 
validity and authority of these Scriptures. When Jesus first started His ministry, He 
quoted Isaiah 62 (Luke 4:16-22), and assured those in His hearing that He was the 
One referred to in this Scripture. What a remarkable claim! Isaiah’s prophesy reads: 


4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, 

They will raise up the former devastations; 

And they will repair the ruined cities, 

The desolations of many generations. 

5 Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, 

And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 
6 But you will be called the priests of the Lord; 

You will be spoken of as ministers of our God. 

You will eat the wealth of nations, 

And in their riches you will boast. 

7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, 
And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. 
Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, 
Everlasting joy will be theirs. 

8 For |, the Lord, love justice, 

| hate robbery in the burnt offering; 

And | will faithfully give them their recompense 

And make an everlasting covenant with them. 

9 Then their offspring will be known among the nations, 
And their descendants in the midst of the peoples. 

All who see them will recognize them 

Because they are the offspring whom the Lord has blessed. 


10 / will rejoice greatly in the Lord, 

My soul will exult in my God; 

For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, 

He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, 

As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

And as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, 
So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

To spring up before all the nations.” (Isaiah 61 NASB) 


Who is our God? Is He the “with us” God, the God of mercy and love, or the God of 
vengeance and wrath? Isaiah 63 portrays one of the aspects of God- His vengeance 
and His holy anger at sin and those who commit it. Remember that the Old 
Covenant- the Hebrew Scriptures_ was focused on relationships between groups of 
people- cities, families, tribes and nations- more than the individual. God is 
portrayed here as taking vengeance on the “sinful nations” 

“With garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, 

This One who is majestic in His apparel, 

Marching in the greatness of His strength? 

“It is | who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” 

2 Why is Your apparel red, 

And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press? 


(Isaiah 63:1-6 NASB) 


The history of God’s dealing with His people is summarized next: 

“| shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, 
According to all that the Lord has granted us, 

And the great goodness toward the house of Israel, 

Which He has granted them according to His compassion 

And according to the abundance of His lovingkindnesses. 
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11 Then His people remembered the days of old, of Moses. 

Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of His flock? 
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in the midst of them, 

12 Who caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, 

Who divided the waters before them to make for Himself an everlasting name, 
13 Who led them through the depths? 

Like the horse in the wilderness, they did not stumble; 

14 As the cattle which go down into the valley, 

The Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. 

So You led Your people, 

To make for Yourself a glorious name.” (|saiah 63:7-14 NASB) 


Finally, the compassion and love of the Father for His children is seen in the last 
section of this chapter: 

“Look down from heaven and see from Your holy and glorious habitation; 
Where are Your zeal and Your mighty deeds? 

The stirrings of Your heart and Your compassion are restrained toward me. 

16 For You are our Father, though Abraham does not know us 

And Israel does not recognize us. 


17 Why, O Lord, do You cause us to stray from Your ways 

And harden our heart from fearing You? 

Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your heritage. 

18 Your holy people possessed Your sanctuary for a little while, 

Our adversaries have trodden it down. 

19 We have become like those over whom You have never ruled, 

Like those who were not called by Your name.” (Isaiah 63:15-19 NASB) 


August 13, Isaiah 64-66 

Isaiah 64 is a heartfelt prayer to God for mercy and help. The prophet pleads with 
God to intervene, make things right, and to have mercy- and not exact judgment- 
on His people. 


Isaiah writes: 


3 When You did awesome things which we did not expect, 

You came down, the mountains quaked at Your presence. 

4 For from days of old they have not heard or perceived by ear, 
Nor has the eye seen a God besides You, 

Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him. 
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7 There is no one who calls on Your name, 

Who arouses himself to take hold of You; 

For You have hidden Your face from us 

And have delivered us into the power of our iniquities. 


10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness, 
Zion has become a wilderness, 

Jerusalem a desolation. 

11 Our holy and beautiful house, 

Where our fathers praised You, 

Has been burned by fire; 

And all our precious things have become a ruin. 
12 


(Isaiah 64 NASB) 


\ | 
www. tlothedinscar et.ory 


Much of the end time prophesy of Isaiah is contained in this “next to last” chapter- 
the enduring images of the lion and lamb peacefully coexisting, and a snake eating 
“dust”. The imagery has been seen before in this prophetic book (Isaiah 11:6). God 
assures Isaiah that His is the final word- and that word includes the revelation of 
God's glory and plan for His creation. We read: 


“Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 


“Behold, My servants will eat, but you will be hungry. 
Behold, My servants will drink, but you will be thirsty. 
Behold, My servants will rejoice, but you will be put to shame. 
14 “Behold, My servants will shout joyfully with a glad heart, 
But you will cry out with a heavy heart, 

And you will wail with a broken spirit. 

15 “You will leave your name for a curse to My chosen ones, 
And the Lord God will slay you. 

But My servants will be called by another name. 

16 “Because he who is blessed in the earth 

Will be blessed by the God of truth; 

And he who swears in the earth 

Will swear by the God of truth; 

Because the former troubles are forgotten, 

And because they are hidden from My sight! 


(New Heavens and a New Earth) 
17 “For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth; 


21 “They will build houses and inhabit them; 
They will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

22 “They will not build and another inhabit, 

They will not plant and another eat; 

For as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My people, 
And My chosen ones will wear out the work of their hands. 
23 “They will not labor in vain, 

Or bear children for calamity; 

For they are the offspring of those blessed by the Lord, 

And their descendants with them. 
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(Isaiah 65 13-25 NASB) 


Isaiah’s book ends on a joyful note. The journey has been a difficult one- from the 
call of the Prophet to the post exilic promises, God’s vast plan and nature have 
been revealed. The joy of knowing the “with us” God surpasses all other human 
joys, as is seen in this triumphant final passage: 


13 “As one whom his mother comforts, so | will comfort you; 
And you will be comforted in Jerusalem.” 

14 Then you will see this, and your heart will be glad, 

And your bones will flourish like the new grass; 

And the hand of the Lord will be made known to His servants, 
But He will be indignant toward His enemies. 

15 For behold, the Lord will come in fire 

And His chariots like the whirlwind, 

To render His anger with fury, 

And His rebuke with flames of fire. 


16 For the Lord will execute judgment by fire 

And by His sword on all flesh, 

And those slain by the Lord will be many. 

17 “Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the gardens, 
Following one in the center, 

Who eat swine’s flesh, detestable things and mice, 

Will come to an end altogether,” declares the Lord. 
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. 20 Then 
they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the Lord, 
on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain 
Jerusalem,” says the Lord, “just as the sons of Israel bring their grain offering in a 
clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 21 | will also take some of them for priests 
and for Levites,” says the Lord. 


22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth 


24 “Then they will go forth and look 

On the corpses of the men 

Who have transgressed against Me. 

For their worm will not die 

And their fire will not be quenched; 

And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind.” (Isaiah 66:10-24 NASB) 


August 14 Jeremiah 1-3 


The prophet Jeremiah was active in declaring God’s Word during the reign of 
Jehoiakim until the exile in the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah (verses2-3). 
Jeremiah was in the priestly order, and received God’s Word through inspiration, 
dreams and direct conversation. Fora further discussion of Jeremiah’s call, and the 
authority and reliability of the transmission of the Word of God to Jeremiah and 
other propherts, please see 


(https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/article_ jeremiah _thomson.html). 


bound to assume that the Spirit of the Lord was the source of the inspiration by 
which the Word of the Lord came to him. 


Jeremiah's silence concerning any visual experience accompanying the Word 
through which his prophetic consciousness was created is also noteworthy. Amos (i. 
1) reports that he 'saw' the Word; so also Isaiah (ii. 1) and Micah (i. 1). The Hebrew 
verb to see (chazah) in these references describes the visual experience of the seer 
while in an ecstatic state. Jeremiah, however, reports no vision acting as a medium 
for the Word. The Word of the Lord came to him with the immediacy of an objective 
experience which he describes in terms of dialogue between him and God. This 
undoubtedly underlines the authoritative nature of the Word that came to him 
within the context of this dialogue. 


When 'the word of the Lord came' (i. 2) in this form of dialogue it does not mean 
simply that God spoke His Word and that the prophet heard. Within such a context 
of dialogue, to hear the Word of the Lord means to make a moral response of faith 
and obedience to it. The Word so spoken possessed the person to whom it was 
addressed, wielded an overpowering influence upon him, and obligated him to 
proclaim it. This domination of mind by the Word was a life-long experience with 
Jeremiah (i. 2f.). The whole of his prophetic ministry was a ministry of the Word of 
the Lord. From the moment the Word came to him he brought only what God 
delivered to him. The whole authority of the Word is God-centred, therefore the 
bearer of the Word must be the servant of God. The Word must come to him from, 
or be given to him by, the Lord to whom the Word belongs. 


Now it is the bestowal of this prophetic gift of inspiration that is described in the 
words, 'the word of the Lord came to' Jeremiah. Prophetic inspiration was the 
process by which the divine Word was communicated by the Spirit to the prophet. 
To this day this process remains inscrutable to us, but that does not invalidate the 
experience. Nowhere in the Old Testament does anyone to whom the Word of the 
Lord came ever explain how the Word was communicated to his consciousness, or 
in what sense he considered himself to be a bearer of the Word. We can only 
assume, then, that as the Word had its source in God, so in receiving and perceiving 
the Word the prophet's mind was under God's control, or under divine inspiration. 
As the Lord worked in the prophetic consciousness, God's Word came 

through the inspiration of the Spirit to the prophet. And we may assume also that as 
God worked in His servant through the Spirit, the prophetic consciousness was 
created, energized, quickened, informed, and transformed. 


This was necessarily a subjective experience, but the prophet's testimony suggests 
that the Word of the Lord communicated to him by divine inspiration was an 
objective reality. The Word was distinguished from the prophet's thoughts and 
opinions, and from illusory dreams. The Word was self-attesting, self-authenticating, 
irresistible to the prophetic consciousness. On the other hand, the words of the 
prophet and the Word of the Lord could be equated or conjoined (i. 1f.; cf. also 
xxxvi. LOf.; Am. i. 1). Jeremiah was the recipient of the Word of the Lord (i. 2) and 
this gave authority to his words, whether oracular or written, and indeed to the 
book of Jeremiah as a whole. The words were the words of the prophet, but they did 
not originate with him. He was a bearer of the Word only. Thus the phrase, ‘the 


words of Jeremiah’, means not that he was obtruding himself, or preaching his own 
message, but was proclaiming what God gave him to proclaim.” 


Jeremiah is sometimes described as the “weeping prophet” , and is credited with 
the book of Lamentations as well (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremiah). 
“Jeremiah, also called the "weeping prophet", was one of the major prophets of the 
Hebrew Bible (Old Testament of Christian Bible). According to Jewish tradition, 
Jeremiah authored the Book of Jeremiah, the Books of Kings and the Book of 
Lamentations, with the assistance and under the editorship of Baruch ben Neriah, 
his scribe and disciple.” 
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Jeremiah, as depicted by Michaelangelo in the Sistene Chapel ceiling. 


Greater detail is known about Jeremiah's life than for that of any other prophet. 
However, no biography of him can be written, as there are few facts available. 


Judaism considers the Book of Jeremiah part of its canon, and regards Jeremiah as 
the second of the major prophets. Christianity and Islam also regard Jeremiah as a 
prophet, and he is respectively quoted in the New Testament and his narrative is 
given in Islamic tradition. 

The Book of Jeremiah begins this way: 


”“The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the 
land of Benjamin, 2 


3 It came also in the days 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the exile of Jerusalem in the fifth 
month. 


4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 


5 “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, 
And before you were born | consecrated you; 


| have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

6 Then | said, “Alas, Lord God! 

Behold, | do not know how to speak, 

Because | am a youth.” 

7 But the Lord said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘lam a youth,’ 

Because everywhere | send you, you shall go, 

And all that | command you, you shall speak. 

8 “Do not be afraid of them, 

For |am with you to deliver you,” declares the Lord. 


9 Then the Lord stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to 
me, 


“Behold, | have put My words in your mouth. 

10 “See, | have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, 
To pluck up and to break down, 

To destroy and to overthrow, 

To build and to plant.” 


The Almond Rod and Boiling Pot 

11 The word of the Lord came to me saying, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” And | 
said, “l see a rod of an almond tree.” 12 Then the Lord said to me, “You have seen 
well, for !am watching over My word to perform it.” 


13 The word of the Lord came to me a second time saying, “What do you see?” And 
| said, “l see a boiling pot, facing away from the north.” 14 Then the Lord said to 
me, “Out of the north the evil will break forth on all the inhabitants of the land. 15 
For, behold, | am calling all the families of the kingdoms of the north,” declares the 
Lord; “and they will come and they will set each one his throne at the entrance of 
the gates of Jerusalem, and against all its walls round about and against all the 
cities of Judah. 16 / will pronounce My judgments on them concerning all their 
wickedness, whereby they have forsaken Me and have offered sacrifices to other 
gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. 17 Now, gird up your loins and 
arise, and speak to them all which | command you. Do not be dismayed before 
them, or! will dismay you before them. 18 Now behold, | have made you today as a 
fortified city and as a pillar of iron and as walls of bronze against the whole land, to 
the kings of Judah, to its princes, to its priests and to the people of the land. 19 
They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for! am with you to 
deliver you,” declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 1 NASB) 


God is plain and clear in describing Israel’s rebellion, unwillingness to serve, and 
lack of faith: 


“For long ago | broke your yoke 
And tore off your bonds; 

But you said, ‘I will not serve!’ 
For on every high hill 

And under every green tree 
You have lain down as a harlot. 


Look at your way in the valley! 
Know what you have done! 
You are a swift young camel entangling her ways, 
24 A wild donkey accustomed to the wilderness, 
That sniffs the wind in her passion. 

In the time of her heat who can turn her away? 
All who seek her will not become weary; 

In her month they will find her. 

25 “Keep your feet from being unshod 

And your throat from thirst; 

But you said, ‘It is hopeless! 

No! For | have loved strangers, 

And after them | will walk.’ 


29 “Why do you contend with Me? 

You have all transgressed against Me,” declares the Lord. 
30 “In vain I have struck your sons; 

They accepted no chastening. 

Your sword has devoured your prophets 

Like a destroying lion. 

31 “O generation, heed the word of the Lord. 

Have | been a wilderness to Israel, 

Or a land of thick darkness? 


33 “How well you prepare your way 
To seek love!” 


Therefore even the wicked women 
You have taught your ways. 


34 “Also on your skirts is found 


36 “Why do you go around so much 


37 “From this place also you will go out 

With your hands on your head; 

For the Lord has rejected those in whom you trust, 

And you will not prosper with them.” (Jeremiah 2:20-37) 


God then compares His people to a faithless wife or a harlot- the marriage covenant 
is broken and Israel has forgotten her groom- the loving God who created her (verse 
1-10). God then offers a way of repentance, a path back to the life or righteousness 
and faith (verses 11- ): 


2 “Lift up your eyes to the bare heights and see; 
Where have you not been violated? 

By the roads you have sat for them 

Like an Arab in the desert, 

And you have polluted a land 

With your harlotry and with your wickedness. 

3 “Therefore the showers have been withheld, 
And there has been no spring rain. 


5 ‘Will He be angry forever? 

Will He be indignant to the end?’ 
Behold, you have spoken 

And have done evil things, 

And you have had your way.” 


(Faithless Israel) 

6 Then the Lord said to me in the days of Josiah the king, “Have you seen what 
faithless Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and 
she was a harlot there. 7 1 thought, ‘After she has done all these things she will 
return to Me’; but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 And 
| saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, | had sent her away and given her 
a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and 
was a harlot also. 9 Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she polluted the land 
and committed adultery with stones and trees. 10 Yet in spite of all this her 
treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in 
deception,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 3:1-10 NASB) 


However, “faithless Israel” is given an opportunity to return and be blessed by her 
God: 


“And the LorD said to me, “Faithless Israel has proved herself more righteous than 
treacherous Judah. 72 Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say, 
‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD; 

‘1 will not “look upon you in anger. 

For | am gracious,’ declares the LORD; 

‘1 will not be angry forever. 

13 ‘Only "acknowledge your iniquity, 

That you have transgressed against the LORD your God 

And have scattered your “favors to the strangers under every green tree, 

And you have not obeyed My voice,’ declares the LORD. 

14 ‘Return, O faithless sons,’ declares the LORD; 

‘For! am a master to you, 

And | will take you one from a city and two from a family, 

Ana | will bring you to Zion.’ 

15 “Then | will give you Shepherdsiaiter Myownihear, who will feed you on 
knowledge and understanding. 7° It shall be in those days when you are multiplied 
and increased in the land,” declares the Lorp, “they will no longer say, ‘The ark of 
the covenant of the Lorb.’ And it will not come to mind, nor will they remember it, 
nor will they miss it, nor will it be made again. 7” At that time they will call Jerusalem 
‘The Throne of the LorbD,’ and all the nations will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for 
the name of the Lorob; nor will they walk anymore after the stubbornness of their 
evil heart. 78 In those days the house of Judah will walk with the house of Israel, and 
they will come together from the land of the north to the land that | gave your 
fathers as an inheritance. 

19 “Then | said, 

‘How | would set you among '“/My sons 

And give you a pleasant land, 

The most beautiful inheritance of the nations!’ 

And | said, ‘You shall call Me, My Father, 


22 “Return, O faithless sons, 


24 “But the shameful thing has consumed the labor of our fathers since our youth, 
their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.?° Let us lie down in 

our shame, and let our humiliation cover us; for we have sinned against 

the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day. And we have 
not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.” (Jeremiah 3:11-25 NASB) 


August 15 Jeremiah 4-6 


Destruction is coming! God warned Jeremiah in graphic and pictorial ways in the 
first Chapter of Jeremiah of this coming event, but the arrival of this disastrous 
event is closer than ever. God shows Jeremiah the depth of despair, pain, aloneness 
and powerlessness that the people will experience. Why? Simply because of 
chronic and besetting disobedience! This is a judgment well- deserved. 


And hear the sound of the trumpet? 
22 “For My people are foolish, 

They know Me not; 

They are stupid children 

And have no understanding. 

They are shrewd to do evil, 

But to do good they do not know.” 


23 | looked on the earth, and behold, it was formless and void; 
And to the heavens, and they had no light. 

24 | looked on the mountains, and behold, they were quaking, 
And all the hills moved to and fro. 

25 | looked, and behold, there was no man, 

And all the birds of the heavens had fled. 

26 | looked, and behold, the fruitful land was a wilderness, 

And all its cities were pulled down 

Before the Lord, before His fierce anger. 


29 At the sound of the horseman and bowman every city flees; 
They go into the thickets and climb among the rocks; 

Every city is forsaken, 

And no man dwells in them. 

30 And you, O desolate one, what will you do? 

Although you dress in scarlet, 

Although you decorate yourself with ornaments of gold, 
Although you enlarge your eyes with paint, 

In vain you make yourself beautiful. 

Your lovers despise you; 

They seek your life. 


(Jeremiah 4:19-31 NASB) 


Just as Diogenes looked for an “honest man”, and Abraham bargained with God for 
the sake of several “righteous men” in Sodom, God looks for a single one who is 
righteous, pure, and devoted to God. He finds none....and is saddened for the 
consequences that must follow from a just and moral God. 


God looks for a single one who is righteous and loves Him: 


2 “And although they say, ‘As the Lord lives,’ 
Surely they swear falsely.” 

3 O Lord, do not Your eyes look for truth? 
You have smitten them, 


But they did not weaken; 

You have consumed them, 

But they refused to take correction. 

They have made their faces harder than rock; 
They have refused to repent. 


4 Then | said, “They are only the poor, 
They are foolish; 

For they do not know the way of the Lord 
Or the ordinance of their God. 


7 “Why should I pardon you? 

Your sons have forsaken Me 

And sworn by those who are not gods. 
When | had fed them to the full, 

They committed adultery 

And trooped to the harlot’s house. 

& “They were well-fed lusty horses, 

Each one neighing after his neighbor's wife. 
9 “Shall 1 not punish these people,” declares the Lord, 
“And on a nation such as this 

Shall 1 not avenge Myself? 


10 “Go up through her vine rows and destroy, 

But do not execute a complete destruction; 

Strip away her branches, 

For they are not the Lord's. 

11 “For the house of Israel and the house of Judah 

Have dealt very treacherously with Me,” declares the Lord. 


(jeremiah 5:1-13 NASB) 


So God will then bring judgment and terrible consequences to the chronic 
disobedience and indifference to Himself, but in His mercy, He will not cause a 
“complete destruction”: 

“Yet even in those days,” declares the LORD, 
destruction. 79 It shall come about when “they sa 


20 “Declare this in the house of Jacob 
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26 ‘For wicked men are found among My people, 
They watch like fowlers “lying in wait; 

They set a trap, 

They catch men. 

27 ‘Like a cage full of birds, 

So their houses are full of deceit; 


Therefore they have become great and rich. 
28 


(jeremiah 5:18-31 NASB) 


| have been an admirer of (and sometimes a participant in) the great Southern 
tradition of Shape Note singing. These singing schools traveled about and left the 
previously musically unlettered with a foundation for singing great hymns of praise 
and worship. The notes themselves were “shaped” to represent each musical note 
on the scale, and the key was determined by the leader...sometimes called the “key 
of convenience- not too high or too low. In the preface to the 1991 edition of the 
shape note “book” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacred_Harp), verse 16 from 
Jeremiah 6 is quoted. The quote, however, leaves off the important “end” of verse 
16 which states “but they said- we will not walk in it”. 


The rebellion of the people is complete, and God has raised up and army from the 
North to plunder, take captive, burn, pillage and destroy the formerly peaceful 
streets and byways of Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah writes: 


17 “And | set watchmen over you, saying, 
‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ 

But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 

18 “Therefore hear, O nations, 

And know, O congregation, what is among them. 

19 “Hear, O earth: behold, | am bringing disaster on this people, 
The fruit of their plans, 

Because they have not listened to My words, 

And as for My law, they have rejected it also. 

20 “For what purpose does frankincense come to Me from Sheba 


And the sweet cane from a distant land? 
Your burnt offerings are not acceptable 
And your sacrifices are not pleasing to Me.” 


21 Therefore, thus says the Lord, 

“Behold, | am laying stumbling blocks before this people. 
And they will stumble against them, 

Fathers and sons together; 

Neighbor and friend will perish.” 


(The Enemy from the North) 
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26 O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth 
And roll in ashes; 

Mourn as for an only son, 

A lamentation most bitter. 

For suddenly the destroyer 

Will come upon us. 


27 “| have made you an assayer and a tester among My people, 
That you may know and assay their way.” 
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.” Jeremiah 6:16-30 NASB) 


August 16, 2019 Jeremiah 7-10 


God orders Jeremiah to “stand in the gate” and proclaim God’s Word- perhaps 
hoping that they will finally understand, believe, and turn from their evil: 


The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 “Stand in the gate of the 
Lord’s house and proclaim there this word and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, all 
you of Judah, who enter by these gates to worship the Lord!’” 3 Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel, “Amend your ways and your deeds, and | will let you 
dwell in this place. 4 Do not trust in deceptive words, saying, ‘This is the temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’ 5 For if you truly amend 
your ways and your deeds, if you truly practice justice between a man and his 
neighbor, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not 
shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin, 7 then 
/ will let you dwell in this place, in the land that | gave to your fathers forever and 
ever. 


8 “Behold, you are trusting in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, 
and commit adultery and swear falsely, and offer sacrifices to Baal and walk after 
other gods that you have not known, 10 then come and stand before Me in this 
house, which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—that you may do 
all these abominations? 11 Has this house, which is called by My name, become a 
den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I, even |, have seen it,” declares the Lord. 
(Jeremiah 7:1-11 NASB) 


This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: Reform your ways and your 
actions, and | will let you live in this place. 


- Jeremiah 7:3 - 


The state of rebellion and sin has become so bad that God tells Jeremiah not to “cry 
for them”, the proud and sinful of Judah. They have rejected God, ignored God, 
made Him into their image and for their convenience, and now they must face the 
consequences of their actions. 


. 19 Do they spite Me?” declares the Lord. “Is it not themselves 
they spite, to their own shame?” 20 Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, My 
anger and My wrath will be poured out on this place, on man and on beast and on 
the trees of the field and on the fruit of the ground; and it will burn and not be 
quenched.” 


21 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Add your burnt offerings to your 
sacrifices and eat flesh. 22 For | did not speak to your fathers, or command them in 
the day that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. 23 But this is what | commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and | will 
be your God, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which | 
command you, that it may be well with you.’ 24 Yet they did not obey or incline 
their ear, but walked in their own counsels and in the stubbornness of their evil 
heart, and went backward and not forward. 25 Since the day that your fathers came 
out of the land of Egypt until this day, | have sent you all My servants the prophets, 
daily rising early and sending them. 26 Yet they did not listen to Me or incline their 
ear, but stiffened their neck; they did more evil than their fathers. 


27 “You shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you; and you 


31 They have built the high places of Topheth, which Is in the valley of the 
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33 The 
dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the sky and for the beasts of 
the earth; and no one will frighten them away. 34 Then | will make to cease from 
the cities of Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem the voice of joy and the voice 


of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride; for the land will 
become a ruin.” (Jeremiah 7:16-34 NASB) 


Sin, which is deep and pervasive, and life changing in a purely negative way, is so 
entrenched that God sees no available cure or remedy. The people have truly sunk 
to such a level that a physician’s skills will not rescue them. Only God can 
accomplish this- and they have rejected Him: 


10 “Therefore | will give their wives to others, 
Their fields to new owners; 

Because from the least even to the greatest 
Everyone is greedy for gain; 

From the prophet even to the priest 
Everyone practices deceit. 

11 “They heal the brokenness of the daughter of My people superficially, 
Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ 

But there is no peace. 

12 “Were they ashamed because of the abomination they had done? 
They certainly were not ashamed, 

And they did not know how to blush; 

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; 

At the time of their punishment they shall be brought down,” 

Says the Lord. 
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15 We waited for peace, but no good came; 
For a time of healing, but behold, terror! 

16 From Dan is heard the snorting of his horses; 

At the sound of the neighing of his stallions 

The whole land quakes; 

For they come and devour the land and its fullness, 
The city and its inhabitants. 


17 “For behold, | am sending serpents against you, 
Adders, for which there is no charm, 
And they will bite you,” declares the Lord. 


18 My sorrow is beyond healing, 


(Jeremiah 


8:8-22 NASB) 


The destruction and punishment will not be confined to Israel, whom God describes 
and uncircumcised in the heart. His judgment will also fall on the nations 
surrounding Israel/Judah. God tell Jeremiah: 

“Who is the wise man that may understand this? And who is he to whom the mouth 
of the Lord has spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined, laid waste 
like a desert, so that no one passes through? 13 


17 Thus says the Lord of hosts, 


“Consider and call for the mourning women, that they may come; 
And send for the wailing women, that they may come! 

18 “Let them make haste and take up a wailing for us, 

That our eyes may shed tears 
And our eyelids flow with water. 
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20 Now hear the word of the Lord, O you women, 
And let your ear receive the word of His mouth; 
Teach your daughters wailing, 

And everyone her neighbor a dirge. 
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23 Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the 
mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24 but let him 
who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that | am the Lord who 
exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for | delight in these 
things,” declares the Lord. 


” (Jeremiah 9:12-26 NASB) 


God then mocks the “manmade” idols of stine, wood and precious metals that me 
insist on worshiping. In the Commandments, God placed first the command that 
there would be “no other Gods before me”. The reason is simple, if our loyalty (God 
and Mammon) or our vision or commitment are divided, then we cannot truly love, 
serve and worship God (Mark 3:24). 


God tells Jeremiah that these isdols are not worthy of worship: 
Hear the word which the Lord speaks to you, O house of Israel. 2 Thus says the 
Lord, 


“Do not learn the way of the nations, 

And do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens 
Although the nations are terrified by them; 

3 For the customs of the peoples are delusion; 
Because it is wood cut from the forest, 

The work of the hands of a craftsman with a cutting tool. 
4 “They decorate it with silver and with gold; 

They fasten it with nails and with hammers 

So that it will not totter. 

5 “Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, 
And they cannot speak; 

They must be carried, 

Because they cannot walk! 

Do not fear them, 

For they can do no harm, 

Nor can they do any good.” 


6 There is none like You, O Lord; 


You are great, and great is Your name in might. 
7 Who would not fear You, O King of the nations? 
Indeed it is Your due! 

For among all the wise men of the nations 

And in all their kingdoms, 

There is none like You. 


.” (Jeremiah 10:1-10 NASB) 


God then shows His anger and outrage, and Jeremiah pleads with God to answer 
with “justice” but not His awesome anger (verse 24), for God’s anger is capable of 
total destruction of those in its furnace like blast: 


“For thus says the Lord, 


“Behold, | am slinging out the inhabitants of the land 
At this time, 

And will cause them distress, 

That they may be found.” 


19 Woe is me, because of my injury! 

My wound fs incurable. 

But | said, “Truly this is a sickness, 

And | must bear it.” 

20 My tent is destroyed, 

And all my ropes are broken; 

My sons have gone from me and are no more. 
There is no one to stretch out my tent again 
Or to set up my curtains. 

21 For the shepherds have become stupid 
And have not sought the Lord; 

Therefore they have not prospered, 

And all their flock is scattered. 

22 The sound of a report! Behold, it comes— 
A great commotion out of the land of the north— 
To make the cities of Judah 

A desolation, a haunt of jackals. 


23 | know, O Lord, that a man’s way is not in himself, 
Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps. 
24 


Not with Your anger, or You will bring me to nothing. 

25 Pour out Your wrath on the nations that do not know You 
And on the families that do not call Your name; 

For they have devoured Jacob; 

They have devoured him and consumed him 

And have laid waste his habitation.” (Jeremiah 10: 18-25 NASB) 


August 17, 2019 Jeremiah 11-14 


Since Judah/Israel has broken the covenant made between God and the nation He 
calls His own, there will be disastrous results. Later God reveals to Jeremiah that He 
will make a “new covenant” one that He will write on their hearts and not on stone 
(Jeremiah 31). God describes what He has seen, and the anger that has been 
provoked because of this rebellion, disregard, and brokenness of His own people: 
“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 “Hear the words of this 
covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 3 and 
say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “Cursed is the man who does 
not heed the words of this covenant 4 which | commanded your forefathers in the 
day that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, 
‘Listen to My voice, and do according to all which | command you; so you shall be 
My people, and ! will be your God,’ 5 in order to confirm the oath which I swore to 
your forefathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it Is this 
day.”’” Then | said, “Amen, O Lord.” 


6 And the Lord said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the words of this covenant and do them. 7 For | 
solemnly warned your fathers in the day that | brought them up from the land of 
Egypt, even to this day, warning persistently, saying, “Listen to My voice.” 8 Yet 
they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked, each one, in the stubbornness of 
his evil heart; therefore | brought on them all the words of this covenant, which | 
commanded them to do, but they did not.’” 


9 Then the Lord said to me, “A conspiracy has been found among the men of Judah 
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have turned back to the iniquities 
of their ancestors who refused to hear My words, and they have gone after other 
gods to serve them; the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken My 
covenant which | made with their fathers.” 11 Therefore thus says the Lord, “Behold 
|! am bringing disaster on them which they will not be able to escape; though they 
will cry to Me, yet I will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they burn incense, but 
they surely will not save them in the time of their disaster. 13 For your gods are as 
many as your cities, O Judah; and as many as the streets of Jerusalem are the altars 
you have set up to the shameful thing, altars to burn incense to Baal. 


14 “Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them; for | 
will not listen when they call to Me because of their disaster. 


15 “What right has My beloved in My house 
When she has done many vile deeds? 
Can the sacrificial flesh take away from you your disaster, 


17 The Lord of hosts, who planted you, has pronounced evil against you because of 
the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done to 
provoke Me by offering up sacrifices to Baal.” (Jeremiah 11:1-17 NASB). 


Then the Lord discovers that there is a plot among the nation to “kill the 
messenger”- in this case Jeremiah himself. The people are so angered and 
outraged that Jeremiah will not tell them “what they want to hear” that they create 
a plot against him to take his life. God warns Jeremiah, and assures him that these 
who plot against him will be punished severely: 

“Moreover, the Lord made it known to me and | knew it; 

Then You showed me their deeds. 


19 


20 But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, 
Who tries the feelings and the heart, 

Let me see Your vengeance on them, 

For to You have | committed my cause. 


.” Jeremiah 11:18-23 NASB) 


Jeremiah then “warns” God that His people are insincere in their “worship” and are 
prone to utter “nice words” about God but that these words have no depth or 
meaning. Imagine that- God being “warned” about something that He has already 
seen and know about- and yet it is our tendency to treat God as if He was not aware 
of the deeds, thought, motives and sins of ourselves or others. Jeremiah prays to 
God: 


3 But You know me, O Lord; 


You see me; 

And You examine my heart’s attitude toward You. 

Drag them off like sheep for the slaughter 

And set them apart for a day of carnage! 

4 How long is the land to mourn 

And the vegetation of the countryside to wither? 

For the wickedness of those who dwell in it, 

Animals and birds have been snatched away, 

Because men have said, “He will not see our latter ending.” 


5 “If you have run with footmen and they have tired you out, 
Then how can you compete with horses? 

If you fall down in a land of peace, 

How will you do in the thicket of the Jordan? 
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Then God answers: 

“I have forsaken My house, 

| have abandoned My inheritance; 

| have given the beloved of My soul 

Into the hand of her enemies. 

8 “My inheritance has become to Me 

Like a lion in the forest; 

She has roared against Me; 

Therefore | have come to hate her. 

9 “Is My inheritance like a speckled bird of prey to Me? 
Are the birds of prey against her on every side? 
Go, gather all the beasts of the field, 

Bring them to devour! 


12 “On all the bare heights in the wilderness 
Destroyers have come, 

For a sword of the Lord is devouring 

From one end of the land even to the other; 

There is no peace for anyone. 

13 “They have sown wheat and have reaped thorns, 
They have strained themselves to no profit. 

But be ashamed of your harvest 

Because of the fierce anger of the Lord.” 


(Jeremiah 12:1-6 


14 Thus says the Lord concerning all My wicked neighbors who strike at the 
inheritance with which | have endowed My people Israel, “Behold | am about to 
uproot them from their land and will uproot the house of Judah from among them. 
15 


17 But if they will not listen, 
then | will uproot that nation, uproot and destroy it,” declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 
12:7-17 NASB) 

Even though God promises destruction and ruin for continued disobedience and 
rebellion, He holds out the hope that they will turn from their ways and be restored 
(verses 15-16) 


God then directs Jeremiah to but a linen waistband (sort of like a belt), and hide it in 
the cleft of a rock for a set time. Once he retrieves the band, he will discover its 
ruined and worthless sate- thus it is that God sees His people in their present state 
of rebellion. Note that God wastes no effort in communicating clearly and 
completely: 


10 This wicked people, 
who refuse to listen to My words, who walk in the stubbornness of their hearts and 
have gone after other gods to serve them and to bow down to them, let them be 
Just like this waistband which is totally worthless. 11 For as the waistband clings to 
the waist of a man, so | made the whole household of Israel and the whole 
household of Judah cling to Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘that they might be for Me a 
people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.’” (Jeremiah 13:1- 
11 NASB) 


God once again warns Jeremiah, and His people through the words of Jeremiah, that 
a great invasion is to come “from the north” (verse 20): 


21 “What will you say when He appoints over you— 
And you yourself had taught them— 


Former companions to be head over you? 
Will not pangs take hold of you 

Like a woman in childbirth? 

22 “If you say in your heart, 

‘Why have these things happened to me?’ 
Because of the magnitude of your iniquity 


25 “This is your lot, the portion measured to you 

From Me,” declares the Lord, 

“Because you have forgotten Me 

And trusted in falsehood. 

26 “So! Myself have also stripped your skirts off over your face, 
That your shame may be seen. 

27 “As for your adulteries and your lustful neighings, 

The lewdness of your prostitution 

On the hills in the field, 

| have seen your abominations. 

Woe to you, O Jerusalem! 

How long will you remain unclean?” (Jeremiah 13:20-27 NASB) 


God then sends a devastating drought to Judah. Since so much of the well-being- 
and survival-of these people was dependent on successful agriculture, this was a 
particularly devastating blow to the people. They could not help but notice the 
change in weather, and from experience predict its dire effects. 

We find these words: 


5 “For even the doe in the field has given birth only to abandon her young, 
Because there is no grass. 
6 “The wild donkeys stand on the bare heights; 


They pant for air like jackals, 

Their eyes fail 

For there is no vegetation. 

7 “Although our iniquities testify against us, 
O Lord, act for Your name’s sake! 

Truly our apostasies have been many, 

We have sinned against You. 

8 “O Hope of Israel, 

Its Savior in time of distress, 

Why are You like a stranger in the land 

Or like a traveler who has pitched his tent for the night? 
9 “Why are You like a man dismayed, 

Like a mighty man who cannot save? 

Yet You are in our midst, O Lord, 

And we are called by Your name; 

Do not forsake us!” 


10 Thus says the Lord to this people, “Even so they have loved to wander; they 
have not kept their feet in check. Therefore the Lord does not accept them; now He 


will remember their iniquity and call their sins to account.” 11 So the Lord said to 


(Jeremiah 14:1-12 NASB) 


Even though the “false prophets” assure the people that everything will be restored 
and the drought will end, God assures Jeremiah that these “prophets” do not speak 
for Him. Jeremiah then utters a heartfelt prayer for mercy to God: 

“But, “Ah, Lord God!” | said, “Look, the prophets are telling them, ‘You will not see 
the sword nor will you have famine, but | will give you lasting peace in this place.’” 


17 “You will say this word to them, 

‘Let my eyes flow down with tears night and day, 

And let them not cease; 

For the virgin daughter of my people has been crushed with a mighty blow, 
With a sorely infected wound. 

18 ‘If! go out to the country, 

Behold, those slain with the sword! 

Or if | enter the city, 

Behold, diseases of famine! 


For both prophet and priest 
Have gone roving about in the land that they do not know.’” 


19 Have You completely rejected Judah? 

Or have You loathed Zion? 

Why have You stricken us so that we are beyond healing? 

We waited for peace, but nothing good came; 

And for a time of healing, but behold, terror! 

20 We know our wickedness, O Lord, 

The iniquity of our fathers, for we have sinned against You. 

21 Do not despise us, for Your own name’s sake; 

Do not disgrace the throne of Your glory; 

Remember and do not annul Your covenant with us. 

22 Are there any among the idols of the nations who give rain? 
Or can the heavens grant showers? 

Is it not You, O Lord our God? 

Therefore we hope in You, 

For You are the one who has done all these things.” (Jeremiah 14:13-22 NASB) 
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August 18, 2019 Jeremiah 15-18 


Judgment is coming- whether the people realize it or not, whether they listen to the 
false prophets or not- the wages of disobedience and sin is death (Romans __) or 
judgment that might make one wish for death. God must bring the consequences t 
His people, despite His compassion and love for them- so that they will learn. This 
is a hard and bitter way to learn, but it is befitting those who are stiff necked and 
stubborn, no matter what ethnic, religious of geographic group one might be in. 


God pronounces His judgment to Jeremiah: 


“Then the Lord said to me, “Even though Moses and Samuel were to stand before 
Me, My heart would not be with this people; send them away from My presence and 
let them go! 2 And it shall be that when they say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ 
then you are to tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord: 


5 “Indeed, who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem, 

Or who will mourn for you, 

Or who will turn aside to ask about your welfare? 

6 “You who have forsaken Me,” declares the Lord, 

“You keep going backward. 

So! will stretch out My hand against you and destroy you; 
| am tired of relenting! 

7 “| will winnow them with a winnowing fork 

At the gates of the land; 

/ will bereave them of children, | will destroy My people; 
They did not repent of their ways. 

8 “Their widows will be more numerous before Me 

Than the sand of the seas; 

/ will bring against them, against the mother of a young man, 
A destroyer at noonday; 

/ will suddenly bring down on her 

Anguish and dismay. 

9 “She who bore seven sons pines away; 

Her breathing is labored. 

Her sun has set while it was yet day; 

She has been shamed and humiliated. 


(Jeremiah 15:1-9 NASB) 


Jeremiah then pleads with the Lord to save him, to spare him from this harsh 
judgment. Jeremiah tells God that he has “eaten the words” from God, reminiscent 
of the declaration of John in the Revelation when he eats a scroll containing God’s 
Word (Revelation 10:10). God promises Jeremiah deliverance, both from the 
judgment and from his earthly enemies: 

“You who know, O Lord, 

Remember me, take notice of me, 

And take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 
Do not, in view of Your patience, take me away; 


171 did not sit in the circle of merrymakers, 


Nor did | exult. 

Because of Your hand upon me | sat alone, 

For You filled me with indignation. 

18 Why has my pain been perpetual 

And my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 
Will You indeed be to me like a deceptive stream 
With water that is unreliable? 


19 Therefore, thus says the Lord, 


21 “So! will deliver you from the hand of the wicked, 
And | will redeem you from the grasp of the violent.” (Jeremiah 15:15-21 NASB) 


God then instructs Jeremiah not to take a wife or to have children for God will soon 
afflict all those with families with a deadly disease. This is similar in some ways to 
the vows of chastity and poverty taken by some religious orders- these taking vows 
are then freed to focus entirely on their calling and not be concerned with or limited 
by the needs of their families. The apostle Paul urged believers to remain “as he 
was”- unmarried (1 Corinthians 7:7), though scholars believe he was once marries 
since he was a Pharisee and was likely a member of the Sanhedrin, whose 
membership required a man to be married (https://www.gotquestions.org/apostle- 
Paul-married.html); also (http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/13178- 


sanhedrin). 


“The word of the Lord also came to me saying, 2 “You shall not take a wife for 


; they will be as dung on the 
surface of the ground and come to an end by sword and famine, and their carcasses 
will become food for the birds of the sky and for the beasts of the earth.” (Jeremiah 
16:1-4 NASB) 


God makes it clear that His ultimate plan is for restoration, not judgment and 
punishment. God tell Jeremiah: 

“Therefore behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when it will no longer be 
said, ‘As the Lord lives, who brought up the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 
15 but, ‘As the Lord lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of the 
north and from all the countries where He had banished them. 


16 “Behold, | am going to send for many fishermen,” declares the Lord, “and they 
will fish for them; and afterwards | will send for many hunters, and they will hunt 
them from every mountain and every hill and from the clefts of the rocks. 17 For My 
eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity 
concealed from My eyes. 18 | will first doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, 
because they have polluted My land; they have filled My inheritance with the 
carcasses of their detestable idols and with their abominations.” 


19 OLord, my strength and my stronghold, 

And my refuge in the day of distress, 

To You the nations will come 

From the ends of the earth and say, 

“Our fathers have inherited nothing but falsehood, 
Futility and things of no profit.” 

20 Can man make gods for himself? 

Yet they are not gods! 


(jeremiah 16:15-21 NASB) 


Just as God plans to write His Law on the “hearts” of His peoples (Jermemiah 31), He 
sees that at this point the sins of the people are written on their hearts. It will take 
the power of God through His Spirit to make this remarkable change! The God who 
made us knows full well how deceitful the heart of man is. 

Jeremiah writes: 


3 O mountain of Mine in the countryside, 
/ will give over your wealth and all your treasures for booty, 
Your high places for sin throughout your borders. 

4 And you will, even of yourself, let go of your inheritance 
That | gave you; 

And | will make you serve your enemies 

In the land which you do not know; 

For you have kindled a fire in My anger 

Which will burn forever. 


7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord 
And whose trust is the Lord. 

8 “For he will be like a tree planted by the water, 
That extends its roots by a stream 

And will not fear when the heat comes; 

But its leaves will be green, 

And it will not be anxious in a year of drought 
Nor cease to yield fruit. 


9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else 

And is desperately sick; 

Who can understand it? 

10 “I, the Lord, search the heart, 

| test the mind, 

Even to give to each man according to his ways, 
According to the results of his deeds. 

11 “As a partridge that hatches eggs which it has not laid, 
So is he who makes a fortune, but unjustly; 

In the midst of his days it will forsake him, 

And in the end he will be a fool.” (Jeremiah 17:1-11 NASB) 


God does insist that the Sabbath be kept- it is a gift to mankind to prompt the 
remembrance that God rested on the seventh day, and that rest is part of the literal 
“re-creation” of the body and spirit: 

“Thus the Lord said to me, “Go and stand in the public gate, through which the 
kings of Judah come in and go out, as well as in all the gates of Jerusalem; 20 and 


say to them, ‘Listen to the word of the Lord, kings of Judah, and all Judah and all 


ee 23 Yet they did not listen or incline their ears, but 


stiffened their necks in order not to listen or take correction. 


24 
sabbath day holy by doing no work on it, 25 then there will come in through the 


gates of this city kings and princes sitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots 
and on horses, they and their princes, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and this city will be inhabited forever. 26 They will come in from the 
cities of Judah and from the environs of Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin, from 
the lowland, from the hill country and from the Negev, bringing burnt offerings, 
sacrifices, grain offerings and incense, and bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving to the 
house of the Lord. 27 But if you do not listen to Me to keep the sabbath day holy by 
not carrying a load and coming in through the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day, then | will kindle a fire in its gates and it will devour the palaces of Jerusalem 
and not be quenched.” (Jeremiah 17:19-27 NASB) 


David Guzik expands on this emphasis on keeping the Sabbath: "It wasn’t as if the 
Sabbath was the only command important to God; 

. If they were willing to radically obey God in this one 
point, it would indicate a true repentance and submission to God that would extend 
to all points. This one point of obedience or disobedience would stand for all others, 
just as the eating of forbidden fruit would stand for all obedience or disobedience 
for Adam in the Garden of Eden.” 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-17/). 


In another “word picture” or action example, God commands Jeremiah to visit the 
place of work of the potter. God emphasizes that the [potter is superior in every 
way to the clay he fashions, and has the insight, skill and experience to shape it 
correctly into useful and even beautiful objects. You, Jeremiah, are clay- and your 
rights, insights and power are like that of the clay! This object lesson was 
memorable and not lost either on Jeremiah or those who read this account later in 
history- once again- God communicates! 

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord saying, 2 “Arise and go down to 


4 But the 
vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he 
remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make. 


5 Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, 6 “Can | not, O house of Israel, deal 


. 7 At one moment | might 


speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to 
destroy it; 8 if that nation against which | have spoken turns from its evil, | will 
relent concerning the calamity | planned to bring on it. 9 Or at another moment | 
might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to build up or to plant it; 
10 if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I will think better of the 
good with which | had promised to bless it. 11 So now then, speak to the men of 
Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Behold, 
| am fashioning calamity against you and devising a plan against you. Oh turn back, 
each of you from his evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds.”’ 12 But they 
will say, ‘It’s hopeless! For we are going to follow our own plans, and each of us will 
act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ (Jeremiah 18:1-12 NASB) 


LIKE THE 
CLAY IN THE 
POTTER'S 
HAND SO 


ARE YOU IN 
MY HAND 


The sins of the people are appalling to God. He clearly sees their hearts and 
motives, and their devious plans to quiet Jeremiah’s voice, the voice they do not 
with to hear or become obedient to. This reminds me of the remake of the Wizard 
of Oz, called the “Wiz”, in which Evillene sings the song “No Bad News”! 
(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=pQT-QFy5Nig) 


Jeremiah writes: 


14 ‘Does the snow of Lebanon forsake the rock of the open country? 
Or is the cold flowing water from a foreign land ever snatched away? 
15 ‘For My people have forgotten Me, 

They burn incense to worthless gods 

And they have stumbled from their ways, 

From the ancient paths, 

To walk in bypaths, 

Not on a highway, 

16 To make their land a desolation, 

An object of perpetual hissing; 

Everyone who passes by it will be astonished 

And shake his head. 

17 ‘Like an east wind | will scatter them 

Before the enemy; 

| will show them My back and not My face 

In the day of their calamity.’” 


18 Then they said, “Come and let us devise plans against Jeremiah. Surely the law 
is not going to be lost to the priest, nor counsel to the sage, nor the divine word to 
the prophet! Come on and let us strike at him with our tongue, and let us give no 
heed to any of his words.” (Jeremiah 18:13-18 NASB) 


August 19, 2019 Jeremiah 19-22 


Another word-picture! God commands Jeremiah to take a clay (earthen) jar, and 
gather the senior priests and leaders of the people and break it in their presence. 
Just like “Humpty Dumpty”- the jar is irretrievable broken and God uses this graphic 
visual to tell His people what is about to happen to them. Why? They might ask for 
a reason, and God provides it- they have not only neglected Him and broken their 
covenant with Him (again) but have gone after other “gods” and even sacrificed 
their children to them! 


Jeremiah writes: 

“Thus says the Lord, “Go and buy a potter’s earthenware jar, and take some of the 
elders of the people and some of the senior priests. 2 Then go out to the valley of 
Ben-hinnom, which is by the entrance of the potsherd gate, and proclaim there the 
words that | tell you, 3 and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold |! am 
about to bring a calamity upon this place, at which the ears of everyone that hears 
of it will tingle. 4 


Because they have forsaken Me and have made this an alien place 
ee ee 6 therefore, behold, days are coming,” declares the 
Lord, “when this place will no longer be called Topheth or the valley of Ben-hinnom, 
but rather the valley of Slaughter. 7 | will make void the counsel of Judah and 
Jerusalem in this place, and | will cause them to fall by the sword before their 
enemies and by the hand of those who seek their life; and | will give over their 
carcasses as food for the birds of the sky and the beasts of the earth. 8 | will also 
make this city a desolation and an object of hissing; everyone who passes by it will 
be astonished and hiss because of all its disasters. 9 | will make them eat the flesh 
of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they will eat one another’s flesh 


in the siege and in the distress with which their enemies and those who seek their 
life will distress them. ”’ 


10 “Then you are to break the jar in the sight of the men who accompany you 11 
and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Just so will | break this people and 
this city, even as one breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot again be repaired; and 
they will bury in Topheth because there is no other place for burial. 12 This is how | 
will treat this place and its inhabitants,” declares the Lord, “so as to make this city 
like Topheth. 13 The houses of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will 
be defiled like the place Topheth, because of all the houses on whose rooftops they 
burned sacrifices to all the heavenly host and poured out drink offerings to other 
gods.””’ (Jeremiah 19:1-13 NASB) 


As is consistent with human nature, no one likes to hear their doom proclaimed! In 
their anger and desire to “shoot the messenger”, one of the priests -Pashhur- has 
Jeremiah arrested and put into stocks. This was certain to be a public humiliation- 
but they believed Jeremiah enough not to seriously harm or kill him- after all, he 
may be speaking for God! When Jeremiah is released after his humiliation, he 
pronounces God’s special wrath on this priest: 
“When Pashhur the priest, the son of Immer, who was Chief officer in the house of 
the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things, 2 Pashhur had Jeremiah the 
prophet beaten and put him in the stocks that were at the upper Benjamin Gate, 
which was by the house of the Lord. 3 On the next day, when Pashhur released 
Jeremiah from the stocks, 

4 For thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, | am 
going to make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; and while your eyes 
look on, they will fall by the sword of their enemies.” (Jeremiah 20:1-4 NASB) 


Magag-missobib can be translated “terror on every side” (verse 3)- so God’s 
punishment that is promised here is certainly terrifying. 


Jeremiah then begins to lament and complain to the Lord about his bad treatment 
at the hands of his fellow Israelites. He may have wondered why he ever accepted 
his call from God. He uses language similar to that of Job (verses 14-15), but his 
situation is hardly as harsh or dire as that which befell Job. He wails, complains, and 
accuses God of “deceiving him” (verse 7). This was certainly a low point for 
Jeremiah- he knew that God’ s Word must be proclaimed, but he was constantly 
ignored, made fun of, ridiculed, and even publicly humiliated. We, as Jeremiah, 
must be prepared as well for this kind if rejection. Jesus warned us (John 15:18) 
that if the world hated Jesus- it would hate (and reject) us also! 


Jeremiah complains to God: 

8 For each time | speak, | cry aloud; 
| proclaim violence and destruction, 
Because for me the word of the Lord has resulted 
In reproach and derision all day long. 

9 But if | say, “I will not remember Him 

Or speak anymore in His name,” 

Then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire 
Shut up in my bones; 

And | am weary of holding it in, 

And | cannot endure it. 

10 For I have heard the whispering of many, 
“Terror on every side! 

Denounce him; yes, let us denounce him!” 

All my trusted friends, 


Watching for my fall, say: 
“Perhaps he will be deceived, so that we may prevail against him 


And take our revenge on him.” 

11 But the Lord is with me like a dread champion; 
Therefore my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. 
They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed, 
With an everlasting disgrace that will not be forgotten. 
12 Yet, O Lord of hosts, You who test the righteous, 
Who see the mind and the heart; 

Let me see Your vengeance on them; 

For to You | have set forth my cause. 

13 Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord! 

For He has delivered the soul of the needy one 

From the hand of evildoers. 


16 But let that man be like the cities 

Which the Lord overthrew without relenting, 

And let him hear an outcry in the morning 

And a shout of alarm at noon; 

17 Because he did not kill me before birth, 

So that my mother would have been my grave, 

And her womb ever pregnant. 

18 Why did | ever come forth from the womb 

To look on trouble and sorrow, 

So that my days have been spent in shame?” (Jeremiah 20:7-18 NASB) 


During the reign of Zedekiah, the siege and ultimate capture of Jerusalem took 
place. (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of Jerusalem_(587 BC). The 
Babylonian army was successful in overcoming the defenses of the walled city, and 
took the “best and brightest” with them in captivity to Babylon. This was the 
beginning of along, dark period for Judah/Israel. There was no real hope- barring a 
miracle- that the people would ever return to their L:an od Promise. Instead they 
were forcibly taken and expected to mingle with and be assimilated into a pagan 
and foreign culture. So grim was the condition inside the city that the inhabitants 
resorted to cannibalism. For more detail of the historic background of this chapter, 


please see (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-21/). 


1 Hi 23S 7 ~. eases saad | * 

Nebuchadnezzar camps outside the city- famine in the city 

By UNKNOWN; Illustrator of Petrus Comestor's 'Bible Historiale', France, 1372 - 
Petrus Comestor's "Bible Historiale" (manuscript "Den Haag, MMW, 10 B 23"), Public 


Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9836907 


Jeremiah tells us: 

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord when King Zedekiah sent to him 
Pashhur the son of Malchijah, and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah, 
saying, 2 “Please inquire of the Lord on our behalf, for Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon is warring against us; perhaps the Lord will deal with us according to all His 
wonderful acts, so that the enemy will withdraw from us.” 


3 Then Jeremiah said to them, “You shall say to Zedekiah as follows: 4 ‘Thus says 
the Lord God of Israel, “Behold, |! am about to turn back the weapons of war which 
are in your hands, with which you are warring against the king of Babylon and the 
Chaldeans who are besieging you outside the wall; and | will gather them into the 
center of this city. 5 | Myself will war against you with an outstretched hand and a 
mighty arm, even in anger and wrath and great indignation. 6 | will also strike down 
the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast; they will die of a great pestilence. 7 
Then afterwards,” declares the Lord, “I will give over Zedekiah king of Judah and his 
servants and the people, even those who survive in this city from the pestilence, 
the sword and the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of their foes and into the hand of those who seek their lives; and he 
will strike them down with the edge of the sword. He will not spare them nor have 
pity nor compassion.”’ 


8 “You shall also say to this people, ‘Thus says the Lord, aL area ea 


rs 


11 “Then say to the household of the king of Judah, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, 12 O 
house of David, thus says the Lord: 


——— 
pr erg 


13 “Behold, |am against you, O valley dweller, 

O rocky plain,” declares the Lord, 

“You men who say, ‘Who will come down against us? 

Or who will enter into our habitations?’ 

14 “But | will punish you according to the results of your deeds,” declares the Lord, 
“And | will kindle a fire in its forest 

That it may devour all its environs.”’” (Jeremiah 21 NASB) 


Notice that God is assisting the forces of this foreign king- Nebuchadnezzar- and 
even caused a pestilence in the city. The choice presented in verses 8-9 is a stark 
one- a) resist and die, or b) submit to the invader and live. God further instructs 
them that even when they are captives they are to “administer justice” (verse 11). 
The justice here seems to “deliver the person who has been robbed of his power”, 
and was probably a ray of hope that was offered before the conquest and siege by 
Babylon was completed. David Guzik (see the Enduring Word citation above) offers 
this explanation: 

“O house of David: God established the house of David as an enduring royal line 
until it was fulfilled in the Messiah (2 Samuel 7:12-16). God had a special interest in 
this royal line and here He spoke to them through Jeremiah. 


i. Because this section (Jeremiah 21:11-14) holds some hope for restoration if there 
is repentance, some think that it is from a previous time - before the crisis point of 
Zedekiah’s reign. There was also a sense of confidence (Jeremiah 21:13) that likely 
did not exist one Nebuchadnezzar started to attack Jerusalem. 


ii. “This message, directed to the royal house, relates to a time when there was still 
a possibility of escape through repentance and righteous living.” (Feinberg) 


b. Execute judgment in the morning; and deliver him who is plundered: God called 
the house of David - the king and royal family of Judah - to faithfully do their job in 
leading the kingdom. One of the basic responsibilities God has appointed to civil 
government is the application and execution of justice (Romans 13:1-7). God 


commanded them to fulfill their responsibility - with the strong implication that they 
had not done so. 


i. Execute judgment in the morning: “Probably the time for dispensing judgment 
was the morning, when the people were going to their work; but the words may 
mean, Do justice promptly, do not delay. Let justice be administered as soon as 
required.” (Clarke) 


c. Lest My fury go forth like fire and burn so that no one can quench it: If they did 
not radically repent, judgment was certain - and would come like fire. 


i. “Jeremiah still held out hope - fruitlessly, as events later proved - that swift 
reformation of public and private life in accordance with the covenant ideals would 
avert imminent disaster.” (Harrison) 


One of the many difficulties of serious and scholarly study of the Scriptures is the 
“time shfts” that occur on what we would normally expect to be a linear progression 
with time in the chapters and verses of the Bible. The times alluded to in Jeremiah 
22 are clearly BEFORE those of Jeremiah 21, so it may be that Jeremiah is simply 
expanding or explaining the prophesy given to him in the times of kings previous to 
Zedekiah, who is clearly the king in Jeremiah 21. We see references to king 
“Coniah” (Jeconiah/Jehoiachin), and his father the king before him-Jehoiakim in 
verse 24. 


The Genealogy of the Kings . 
of Ancient Israel and Judah David +--- Ish-bosheth 
Adonijah Solomon Absalom 


| | 


Jeroboam | — Wife 
Nadab ---» Baasha Abijah 
Elah---» Zimri---» Omri Asa 
Ahab a Jezebel Jehoshaphat 
4 Denotes transfer of power Ahaziah ---+ Jehoram Athaliah 7 Jehoram 
' 1A 
@® Indicates rulers of the united Jehu ' ' 
Kingdom of Israel ~ ia Ahaziah 
BB Indicates rulers of Israel *-* Jehoash 
(after the division of the kingdom) Jehoahaz ‘ , 
@ Indicates rulers of Judah | a 
(after the division of the kingdom) Jehoash = 
| Jotham 
¥ 
Jeroboam II Ahaz 
¥ 
| Hezekiah 
Menahem «--- Shallum «--- Zechariah ¥ 
| “eer 
Amon 
Hoshea +--- Pekah +---Pekahiah ¥ 
Josiah 


Jehoiakim Jehoahaz Zedekiah 
| A 


Jehoiachin -------------------* 


Why have he and his descendants been hurled out 
And cast into a land that they had not known? 

29 “O land, land, land, 

Hear the word of the Lord! 


30 “Thus says the Lord, 


‘Write this man down childless, 

A man who will not prosper in his days; 
For no man of his descendants will prosper 
Sitting on the throne of David 


Or ruling again in Judah.’” 


The main thrust of Chapter 22 of Jeremiah is the warnings given to Judah before the 
final invasion of Babylon. There is an almost desperate “last call” to righteousness 
and repentance (verse 3) so that this disaster might be averted. Jeremiah warns 
the people of God: 


“Thus says the Lord, “Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and there speak 
this word 2 and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, who sits on David's 


throne, you and your servants and your people who enter these gates. nie 


het ang i eras an he paola 2 fut yo int obey these nar 


For thus says the Lord concerning the house of the king of Judah: 


“You are like Gilead to Me, 

Like the summit of Lebanon; 

Yet most assuredly | will make you like a wilderness, 
Like cities which are not inhabited. 

7 “For! will set apart destroyers against you, 

Each with his weapons; 

And they will cut down your choicest cedars 

And throw them on the fire. 


(jeremiah 22:1-9 NASB) 


August 20, 2019 Jeremiah 23-25 


In Jeremiah 23 we have another clear Messianic prophesy. There is one coming- 
says the Lord- out of the stem of Jesse who will rule and reign in righteousness! | 
am certain that Jewish scholars will point to a “near time” prophesy that is fulfilled 
by this passage, but Christians are certain from the literally hundreds of other 
prophetic details which “fit” Jesus that God is showing Elijah His Son who is to come. 
Jeremiah prophesies: 

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” 
declares the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel concerning the 
shepherds who are tending My people: “You have scattered My flock and driven 
them away, and have not attended to them; behold, |! am about to attend to you for 
the evil of your deeds,” declares the Lord. 3 “Then | Myself will gather the remnant 
of My flock out of all the countries where | have driven them and bring them back to 


their pasture, and they will be fruitful and multiply. 4 | will also raise up shepherds 
over them and they will tend them; and they will not be afraid any longer, nor be 
terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the Lord. 


5 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, 


“The Lord our righteousness.” (Jeremiah 23:1-6 NASB) 


David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-23/) adds these 
explanatory words about this prophesy: 

“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: Jeremiah announced that this would be the name 
by which He will be called. He will be the way that the righteousness of Yahweh is 
given unto His people, so that He Himself if our righteousness. 


i. The phrase THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS is only two words in Hebrew. 
“Jehovah Tsidkenu. This is a most mellifluous and sweet name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, importing his Godhead, as the righteous Branch of David did his manhood.” 
(Trapp) 


ii. Yahweh Tsidkenu “is probably a play on the name of Zedekiah [which means], My 
righteousness is 


Yahweh. “The Jews understood the name in v.6b to be that of the Messiah. The 
Targum reads, ‘The Messiah of the righteous,’ or ‘The Messiah of righteousness’... 
They acknowledged the two words to be the name of the Messiah.” (Feinberg) 


iv. Jesus is the Lord Our Righteousness: Righteousness is something positive. The 
work of Jesus in His people is not only to clean the stain of sin. The perfect 
obedience and righteousness of Jesus is ours in Him. “It speaks of one who will not 
only reflect the righteousness of God but will convey it to his people, making it their 
own possession.” (Kidner) 


v. “Paul may have had this promise in mind when he spoke of ‘Christ Jesus....our 
righteousness...’ (1 Corinthians 1:30, cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21).” (Kidner) 


vi. Rest in Jesus as Our Righteousness is a great strength. “You, Sir Satan, your 
menaces and terrors trouble me not. For why? There is one whose name is called 
the Lord our righteousness, on whom | believe. He it is who hath abrogated the law, 
condemned sin, abolished death, destroyed hell, and is a Satan to thee, O Satan.” 
(Luther, cited in Trapp) 


The false prophets, who were such an obstacle to God’s people hearing the truth 
from God, are condemned in no uncertain terms: 

“| have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy falsely in My name, 
saying, ‘| had a dream, | had a dream!’ 26 How long? Is there anything in the hearts 


of the prophets who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of 
their own heart, 27 who intend to make My people forget My name by their dreams 
which they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot My name because of 
Baal? 28 The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but let him who has 
My word speak My word in truth. What does straw have in common with grain?” 
declares the Lord. 29 “Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and like a 
hammer which shatters a rock? 30 Therefore behold, | am against the prophets,” 
declares the Lord, “who steal My words from each other. 31 Behold, | am against 


33 “Now when this people or the prophet or a priest asks you saying, ‘What is the 
oracle of the Lord?’ then you shall say to them, ‘What oracle?’ The Lord declares, ‘I 
will abandon you.’ 34 Then as for the prophet or the priest or the people who say, 
‘The oracle of the Lord,’ / will bring punishment upon that man and his household. 
35 Thus will each of you say to his neighbor and to his brother, ‘What has the Lord 
answered?’ or, ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 36 For you will no longer remember the 
oracle of the Lord, because every man’s own word will become the oracle, and you 
have perverted the words of the living God, the Lord of hosts, our God. 37 Thus you 
will say to that prophet, ‘What has the Lord answered you?’ and, ‘What has the Lord 
spoken?’ 38 For if you say, ‘The oracle of the Lord!’ surely thus says the Lord, 
‘Because you said this word, “The oracle of the Lord!” | have also sent to you, 
saying, “You shall not say, ‘The oracle of the Lord!’”’ 39 Therefore behold, | will 


” (Jeremiah 23:25-40 NASB) 


God gives Jeremiah another graphic and visual “word picture” centered around a 
basket of figs. Nothing is sweeter or tastier than a ripe fig (even a prune has its 
charms!), but nothing is quite as repulsive in texture, appearance, smell or taste as 
rotten fruit. God asks Jeremiah what the difference is between these two “kinds” of 
fruit, and God likens to good fruit to those righteous and obedient ones and the 
rotten fruit to those mired in their sins and rebellion. Jeremiah writes: 

“After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son 
of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the officials of Judah with the craftsmen and smiths 
from Jerusalem and had brought them to Babylon, the Lord showed me: behold, two 
baskets of figs set before the temple of the Lord! 2 One basket had very good figs, 
like first-ripe figs, and the other basket had very bad figs which could not be eaten 
due to rottenness. 3 Then the Lord said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” And | 
said, “Figs, the good figs, very good; and the bad figs, very bad, which cannot be 
eaten due to rottenness.” 


4 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Thus says the Lord God of 
Israel, ‘Like these good figs, so | will regard as good the captives of Judah, whom | 


” (Jeremiah 24 
NASB) 


Seventy years! A long prison sentence...essentially “life in prison”. God issues the 
terrifying truth that His people, who He repeatedly called to repentance and 
obedience, would serve a harsh “sentence” of seventy years in captivity. There was 
however, some justice in this, since after this period of “reflection” and pondering 
their sins, the captives would be released to return to the Land, and the 
Babylonians- instruments of God’s correction and discipline- would be punished. 
First the “sentence” for disobedience: 

“The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the 
people of Judah and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 3 “From the 
thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day, these 
twenty-three years the word of the Lord has come to me, and | have spoken to you 
again and again, but you have not listened. 4 And the Lord has sent to you all His 
servants the prophets again and again, but you have not listened nor inclined your 
ear to hear, 5 saying, ‘Turn now everyone from his evil way and from the evil of 
your deeds, and dwell on the land which the Lord has given to you and your 
forefathers forever and ever; 6 and do not go after other gods to serve them and to 
worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands, and | 
will do you no harm.’ 7 Yet you have not listened to Me,” declares the Lord, “in 
order that you might provoke Me to anger with the work of your hands to your own 
harm. 


8 “Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, jes othe north delaras the Lord,‘ 


about andl ter 10 Moreover, | will take from them the voice of joy and the 


voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound 


of the millstones and the light of the lamp. of ee 


(Jeremiah 25:1-11 NASB) 


However, Babylon- God’s instrument- will be punished and face a more dire 
reckoning than God’s people: 

‘Then it will be when seventy years are completed | will punish the king of Babylon 
and that nation,’ declares the Lord, 


15 For thus the Lord, the God of Israel, says to me, “Take this cup of the wine of 
wrath from My hand and cause all the nations to whom | send you to drink it. 16 


(jeremiah 25:12-16 NASB) 


August 21, 2019 Jeremiah 26-28 


The anger and outrage against Jeremiah and his “words of doom” is so great that 
the people plot against him and intend to murder him. Jeremiah pleads his case. 
Telling them that if they murder him then “innocent blood” would be shed (verse 
15): 

“ The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the Lord. 8 When Jeremiah finished speaking all that the Lord 
had commanded him to speak to all the peopl 


10 When the Officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s 
house to the house of the Lord and sat in the entrance of the New Gate of the Lord’s 
house. 11 Then the priests and the prophets spoke to the officials and to all the 
people, saying, “A death sentence for this man! For he has prophesied against this 
city as you have heard in your hearing.” 


12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and to all the people, saying, “The Lord 
sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words that you 
have heard. 13 Now therefore amend your ways and your deeds and obey the voice 
of the Lord your God; and the Lord will change His mind about the misfortune which 
He has pronounced against you. 14 But as for me, behold, | am in your hands; do 
with me as Is good and right in your sight. 15 


(Jeremiah 26:7-15 NASB) 


Jeremiah is spared only because the “hand of Ahikam son of Shaphan” was with him 
(verse 24): 

“Indeed, there was also a man who prophesied in the name of the Lord, Uriah the 
son of Shematah from Kiriath-jearim; and he prophesied against this city and 
against this land words similar to all those of Jeremiah. 21 When King Jehoiakim and 
all his mighty men and all the officials heard his words, then the king sought to put 
him to death; but Uriah heard it, and he was afraid and fled and went to Egypt. 22 
Then King Jehoiakim sent men to Egypt: Elnathan the son of Achbor and certain 
men with him went into Egypt. 23 And they brought Uriah from Egypt and led him to 


King Jehoiakim, who slew him with a sword and cast his dead body into the burial 
place of the common people. 


24 But the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that he was 
not given into the hands of the people to put him to death.” (Jeremiah 26:20-24 
NASB) 


God then directs Jeremiah to order the people to submit to Babylon- and live- rather 
than to oppose this enemy- and die. God had already decided that Babylon- and 
Nebuchadnezzar- were to conquer Judah and take the people into captivity. God’s 
mercy in all this warfare and tragedy was to provide a way for His people to live, 
survive and later- to rebuild. So mercy shows itself in seemingly contradictory 
ways- yet God’s will is clear here. How many times have | rejected God’s plan for 
me when it “didn’t make sense”? God speaks to Jeremiah and to His people: 

“In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word 
came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying— 2 thus says the Lord to me—“Make for 
yourself bonds and yokes and put them on your neck, 3 and send word to the king 
of Edom, to the king of Moab, to the king of the sons of Ammon, to the king of Tyre 
and to the king of Sidon by the messengers who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah 
king of Judah. 4 Command them to go to their masters, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel, thus you shall say to your masters, 5 “! have made the 
earth, the men and the beasts which are on the face of the earth by My great power 
and by My outstretched arm, and | will give it to the one who Is pleasing in My sight. 
6 Now | have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, My servant, and | have given him also the wild animals of the field to serve 
him. 7 All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson until the time of 
his own land comes; then many nations and great kings will make him their servant. 


8 “It will be, that the nation or the kingdom which will not serve him, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and which will not put its neck under the yoke of 
the king of Babylon, | will punish that nation with the sword, with famine and with 
pestilence,” declares the Lord, “until | have destroyed it by his hand. 9 But as for 
you, do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your dreamers, your soothsayers 
or your sorcerers who speak to you, saying, ‘You will not serve the king of Babylon.’ 
10 For they prophesy a lie to you in order to remove you far from your land; and | 
will drive you out and you will perish. 


12 | spoke words like all these to Zedekiah king of Judah, saying, “Bring your necks 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him and his people, and live! 13 
Why will you die, you and your people, by the sword, famine and pestilence, as the 
Lord has spoken to that nation which will not serve the king of Babylon? 14 So do 
not listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You will not serve 
the king of Babylon,’ for they prophesy a lie to you; 15 for | have not sent them,” 
declares the Lord, “but they prophesy falsely in My name, in order that | may drive 
you out and that you may perish, you and the prophets who prophesy to you.” 
(jeremiah 27:1-15 NASB) 


Both the “false prophets” and our own “common sense” suggest a different course- 
to resist the enemy. After all, isn’t my enemy the enemy of God? These were, 
however, according to God, false prophets and di not speak for God! God 
emphasizes this point again, speaking through Jeremiah: 

“Then | spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, “Thus says the Lord: Do 


Why should this city become a ruin? 18 But if they are prophets, 
and if the word of the Lord is with them, let them now entreat the Lord of hosts that 
the vessels which are left in the house of the Lord, in the house of the king of Judah 
and in Jerusalem may not go to Babylon. 19 For thus says the Lord of hosts 
concerning the pillars, concerning the sea, concerning the stands and concerning 
the rest of the vessels that are left in this city, 20 which Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon did not take when he carried into exile Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king 
of Judah, from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem. 21 
Yes, thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that are 
left in the house of the Lord and in the house of the king of Judah and in Jerusalem, 
22 ‘They will be carried to Babylon and they will be there until the day | visit them,’ 
declares the Lord. ‘Then! will bring them back and restore them to this place.” 
(Jeremiah 27:16-22 NASB) 


Yet another false prophet, Hananiah, promises that the “yoke of Nebuchadnezzar” 
would be broken by God within two years. To illustrate this point, he makes- and 
breaks- a wooden yoke in the presence of the people. Jeremiah contradicts this 
prophet and false prophesy, saying that this yoke will be a “yoke of iron”. The 
consequences of this false prophesy are revealed to us in this chapter- death. The 
false prophet dies almost immediately after delivering this false message of “hope”. 
God speaks through Jeremiah: 

“The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after Hananiah the prophet had broken the 


yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 13 eed Pairs 


. And | 
have also given him the beasts of the field.”’” 15 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to 
Hananiah the prophet, “Listen now, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and you 
have made this people trust in a lie. 16 


(Jeremiah 
28:12-17 NASB) 


False era of Hananiah _ 
(https://revkevrevelations.wordpress.com/2016/02/08/the-false-teaching-of- 
hananiah/) 


August 22 Jeremiah 29-31 


Even though God’s people are (mostly) in exile, He is still concerned for their 
welfare, and gives them a timeline for their return to the Land He promised them. 
God instructs them to settle, marry, have good relations with their neighbors, but be 
prepared to return after the allotted seventy years is completed. God makes a 
wonderful promise in Jeremiah 29:11- He has plans for them- to prosper them, and 
to give them a future and hope! What a marvelous promise! 

God tells Jeremiah: 

“Now these are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet sent from 
Jerusalem to the rest of the elders of the exile, the priests, the prophets and all the 
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 
(This was after King Jeconiah and the queen mother, the court officials, the princes 
of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen and the smiths had departed from 
Jerusalem.) 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and 
Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying, 4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, 5 


youn 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your 


prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to 
the dreams which they dream. 9 For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; | 
have not sent them,’ declares the Lord. 


10 “For thus says the Lord, 


(Jeremiah 29:1-14 NASB) 


’ 


they His people. They will be restored to the land and rebuild according to God’s 
timetable. How many times | have (and probably will) hope that God will follow MY 
timetable, but Hs ways are right and perfect, which | can usually see at least in 
retrospect. God promises Jeremiah and His people: 
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20 ‘Their children also will be as formerly, 

And their congregation shall be established before Me; 

And | will punish all their oppressors. 

21 ‘Their leader shall be one of them, 

And their ruler shall come forth from their midst; 

And | will bring him near and he shall approach Me; 

For who would dare to risk his life to approach Me?’ declares the Lord. 


N 


23 Behold, the tempest of the Lord! 
Wrath has gone forth, 

A sweeping tempest; 

It will burst on the head of the wicked. 


(jeremiah 30:18-24 NASB) 


Mourning will be transformed into joy, and God will make a “new covenant” with His 
people! Where there was only pain, sorrow and loss, there is now peace, prosperity 
and the joy of the Lord’s presence. The people will rejoice together as they see the 
hand of God performing miraculous restoration: 


2 Thus says the Lord, 

“The people who survived the sword 
Found grace in the wilderness— 
Israel, when it went to find its rest.” 


4 “Again | will build you and you will be rebuilt, 
O virgin of Israel! 

Again you will take up your tambourines, 

And go forth to the dances of the merrymakers. 
5 “Again you will plant vineyards 

On the hills of Samaria; 

The planters will plant 

And will enjoy them. 

6 “For there will be a day when watchmen 

On the hills of Ephraim call out, 

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

To the Lord our God.’” 


7 For thus says the Lord, 

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

And shout among the chief of the nations; 

Proclaim, give praise and say, 

‘O Lord, save Your people, 

The remnant of Israel.’ 

8 “Behold, | am bringing them from the north country, 
And | will gather them from the remote parts of the earth, 
Among them the blind and the lame, 

The woman with child and she who is in labor with child, together; 
A great company, they will return here. 

9 “With weeping they will come, 

And by supplication | will lead them; 

| will make them walk by streams of waters, 

On a straight path in which they will not stumble; 

For lam a father to Israel, 

And Ephraim is My firstborn.” 


10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

And declare in the coastlands afar off, 

And say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 

And keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock.” 

11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob 

And redeemed him from the hand of him who was stronger than he. 
12 “They will come and shout for joy on the height of Zion, 
And they will be radiant over the bounty of the Lord— 
Over the grain and the new wine and the oil, 

And over the young of the flock and the herd; 

And their life will be like a watered garden, 


And they will never languish again. 

13 “Then the virgin will rejoice in the dance, 

And the young men and the old, together, 

For | will turn their mourning into joy 

And will comfort them and give them joy for their sorrow. 

14 “I will fill the soul of the priests with abundance, 

And My people will be satisfied with My goodness,” declares the Lord. 


16 Thus says the Lord, 


“Restrain your voice from weeping 

And your eyes from tears; 

For your work will be rewarded,” declares the Lord, 
“And they will return from the land of the enemy. 

17 “There is hope for your future,” declares the Lord, 
“And your children will return to their own territory. 


21 “Set up for yourself roadmarks, 

Place for yourself guideposts; 

Direct your mind to the highway, 

The way by which you went. 

Return, O virgin of Israel, 

Return to these your cities. 

22 “How long will you go here and there, 

O faithless daughter? 

For the Lord has created a new thing in the earth— 
A woman will encompass a man.” 


23 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Once again they will speak this 
word in the land of Judah and in its cities when | restore their fortunes, 


‘The Lord bless you, O abode of righteousness, 
O holy hill!’ 


24 


26 At this | awoke and looked, and my sleep was pleasant to me.” (Jeremiah 31:1-24 


NASB) 


The prophesy in verse 15 was fulfilled much later in time, when Herod slaughtered 
the male children less than two years of age in Bethlehem in a futile attempt to kill 
his “rival”- Jesus - the true King of Israel (Matthew 2:16-18). David Guzik explains 
this passage in his commentary in the Enduring Word 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-31/): 

“a. Rachel weeping for her children: Here the LORD spoke through a poetic image, 
picturing Rachel (the mother of Benjamin and Joseph, ancestors of prominent tribes 
of Israel) weeping for her children. She does this from Ramah, near where she was 
buried (1 Samuel 10:2). 


i. “Rachel, the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, is pictured as weeping in despair 
over the exiled tribes. To her comes the comforting assurance that her children will 
be miraculously returned to her.” (Cundall) 


b. Because they are no more: In this poetic picture, Rachel rises from her tomb and 
sees that her descendants have been taken away in exile and captivity. She is 
grieved, refusing to be comforted. 


ii. “Cf. Matthew 2:18, where the words are cited, not as a prophecy but as a type, in 
connection with the killing of the infants by king Herod.” (Harrison) 


c. Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears: God gave a 
remarkable word to poetic Rachel. He commanded comfort to the one who refused 
to be comforted. 


i. “Sorrow and grief do not have the last word, either in Jeremiah or in Matthew. A 
mother may refuse to be comforted, but God will comfort her nonetheless.” (Ryken) 


d. For your work shall be rewarded: God’s comfort to poetic Rachel was not empty. 
She could be comforted because there was a reward and a restoration. Her children 
would come back from the land of the enemy. God’s promise of restoration meant 
that there is hope in your future. 


\ ES ; = os = i z ee > sn - mz at = ss — . 
Slaughter of the Innocents (https://stream.org/killing-holy-innocents-new-king- 
herods/) 


The last part of Chapter 31 of Jeremiah is a key part of my understanding of all the 
Scriptures. When | think of the sweeping plan of God’s actions and interactions with 
His people in history, | come back again and again to Jeremiah 31:31. The “new 
covenant” - fully fleshed out in the Lord Jesus, involves the change of heart only 
experience by the indwelling, surrender to and control of God’s Holy Spirit. This is 
how transformation takes place- when God’s Law is not external but literally written 
on our hearts. When our desires are transformed from selfishness to pleasing Him, 
everything changes! Jeremiah writes: 


“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when | will sow the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah with the seed of man and with the seed of beast. 28 As | 
have watched over them to pluck up, to break down, to overthrow, to destroy and 
to bring disaster, so | will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares the Lord. 


29 “In those days they will not say again, 
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
And the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 


30 But everyone will die for his own iniquity; each man who eats the sour grapes, 
his teeth will be set on edge. 


31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when | will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which 
| made with their fathers in the day | took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although | was a husband to them,” 
declares the Lord. 33 “But this is the covenant which | will make with the house of 
Israel after those days,” declares the Lord, “I will put My law within them and on 
their heart | will write it; and | will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 
They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 
‘Know the Lord,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 


35 Thus says the Lord, 

Who gives the sun for light by day 

And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, 
Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; 

The Lord of hosts is His name: 

36 “If this fixed order departs 

From before Me,” declares the Lord, 

“Then the offspring of Israel also will cease 

From being a nation before Me forever.” 


37 Thus says the Lord, 

“lf the heavens above can be measured 

And the foundations of the earth searched out below, 
Then | will also cast off all the offspring of Israel 

For all that they have done,” declares the Lord. 
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August 23, 2019 Jeremiah 32-33 


Good news and bad news are coming...which do you want first? In this case, God 
delivers Jeremiah the “bad news” first- because of Judah’s constant sin, rebellion, 
ignorance and even defiance of God’s Law and the covenant, the Babylonians will 
be successful in their siege and carrying off the people into captivity. Jeremiah’s 
insistence on proclaiming this prophesy caused the king- probably out of frustration- 
to literally “shut Jeremiah up” in the court of the guard! The good news? God will 
restore the people and their land- after a period of time. This time period was 
seventy years- seemingly a ling time to wait- longer than the 40 years spent in the 
wilderness (about two generations), and yet not “forever”! Why did God delay so 
long in this restoration...? It may have been that at a long time was required for a 
“reset” of the people’s minds and spirits. God in His wisdom knows, | certainly do 
not pretend to know or understand. 


The people will be taken into captivity: 
“The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 


the king of Babylon, and he will take it; 4 and Zedekiah king of Judah will not escape 
out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but he will surely be given into the hand of the 
king of Babylon, and he will speak with him face to face and see him eye to eye; 5 
and he will take Zedekiah to Babylon, and he will be there until | visit him,” declares 
the Lord. “If you fight against the Chaldeans, you will not succeed”’?” 


6 And Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 7 ‘Behold, Hanamel 
the son of Shallum your uncle is coming to you, saying, “Buy for yourself my field 
which Is at Anathoth, for you have the right of redemption to buy it.”’ 8 Then 
Hanamel my uncle’s son came to me in the court of the guard according to the word 
of the Lord and said to me, ‘Buy my field, please, that is at Anathoth, which is in the 
land of Benjamin; for you have the right of possession and the redemption is yours; 
buy it for yourself.’ Then | knew that this was the word of the Lord. (Jeremiah 32:1-8 
NASB) 


The God explains His plan of redemption and restoration for His people: 

“Now therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel concerning this city of which you 
say, ‘It is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by sword, by famine and by 
pestilence.’ 37 Behold, | will gather them out of all the lands to which | have driven 
them in My anger, in My wrath and in great indignation; and | will bring them back 
to this place and make them dwell in safety. 38 They shall be My people, and | will 
be their God; 39 and | will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me 
always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them. 40 | will 
make an everlasting covenant with them that | will not turn away from them, to do 
them good; and | will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn 
away from Me. 41 | will rejoice over them to do them good and will faithfully plant 
them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul. 42 For thus says the Lord, 
Just as | brought all this great disaster on this people, so |! am going to bring on 
them all the good that |! am promising them. 43 Fields will be bought in this land of 
which you say, “It is a desolation, without man or beast; it is given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans.” 44 Men will buy fields for money, sign and seal deeds, and call in 
witnesses in the land of Benjamin, in the environs of Jerusalem, in the cities of 
Judah, in the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland and in the cities of 
the Negev; for | will restore their fortunes,’ declares the Lord.” (Jeremiah 32: 36-44 
NASB) 


God then enhances His “good news” with “even more and better good news”. He 
will establish His kingdom in the line of David, a kingdom that will have no end. 
Christians believe that this is a Messiianic promise- that Jesus- in the line of David- 
will be, and always will be- the King- the King of kings! God explains to Jeremiah: 
“Behold, days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when | will fulfill the good word 
which I have spoken concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In 
those days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; 
and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth. 16 In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety; and this is the name by which she 
will be called: the Lord is our righteousness.’ 17 For thus says the Lord, ‘David shall 
never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; 18 and the Levitical 
priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain 
offerings and to prepare sacrifices continually. ’” 


19 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 20 “Thus says the Lord, ‘If you 
can break My covenant for the day and My covenant for the night, so that day and 
night will not be at their appointed time, 21 then My covenant may also be broken 
with David My servant so that he will not have a son to reign on his throne, and with 
the Levitical priests, My ministers. 22 As the host of heaven cannot be counted and 
the sand of the sea cannot be measured, so | will multiply the descendants of David 
My servant and the Levites who minister to Me.’” 


23 And the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 24 “Have you not observed 
what this people have spoken, saying, ‘The two families which the Lord chose, He 

has rejected them’? Thus they despise My people, no longer are they as a nation in 
their sight. 25 


” (Jeremiah 33:14-26 NASB) 


August 24, 2019 Jeremiah 34-36 


Jeremiah prophesies against King Zedekiah, and summarizes the sweeping vista of 
the history of disobedience of Israel and the breaking of the covenant. The 
language in verses 18-19 are similar to the description of Genesis 15:8-20, when 
God established His covenant with Abram/Abraham. The details of this Genesis 
passage are vivid to me, for | asked my friend, running buddy, and (then) pastor 
Rev. Ed Cunningham to preach a wedding sermon at my marriage to my bride 
Carol. The vivid imagery remains with me to this day (and | have it recorded ona 
DVD if | ever forget!). 


David Guzik’s commentary on Jeremiah 34 also mentions this ritual of covenant 
making in Genesis, and suggest that the present leaders (or their antecedents) 
went through a similar ritual to establish this same covenant relationship ( please 
see https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-34/) 


“a. Who have not performed the words of the covenant which they made before Me: 
God had appointed a special judgment for those who went back on their promise to 
set their slaves free in obedience to the law. This covenant was made formally, by 
walking through the parts of a sacrificed animal (as with Abraham in Genesis 15:9- 
21). In the phrasing of Biblical Hebrew, you don’t make a covenant; you cut a 
covenant. 

i. “As in the Assyrian inscriptions, the intention was that, as they passed through 
the pieces of the divided sacrifice, they invoked on themselves a curse that, if they 
broke the covenant, they would be cut in pieces like the sacrificial calf.” (Feinberg) 
b. | will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who 
seek their life: God promised that they would not escape judgment. They felt free to 
determine the destiny of others by acting as master over them; God would show His 
freedom to destine them for judgment. 

c. | will command...and cause them to return to this city: Because of the Egyptian 
threat (Jeremiah 37:5-10) the Babylonian army had gone back from Jerusalem. 
When the people of Jerusalem and Judah went back on their promise to set their 


slaves free, God would bring the Babylonians back to complete the work of 
judgment.” 


Jeremiah prophesies: 

“Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 13 “Thus says 
the Lord God of Israel, ‘1 made a covenant with your forefathers in the day that | 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, saying, 14 “At 
the end of seven years each of you shall set free his Hebrew brother who has been 
sold to you and has served you six years, you shall send him out free from you; but 
your forefathers did not obey Me or incline their ear to Me. 15 Although recently you 
had turned and done what is right in My sight, each man proclaiming release to his 
neighbor, and you had made a covenant before Me in the house which is called by 
My name. 16 Yet you turned and profaned My name, and each man took back his 
male servant and each man his female servant whom you had set free according to 
their desire, and you brought them into subjection to be your male servants and 
female servants. ”’ 


17 “Therefore thus says the Lord, ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming release 
each man to his brother and each man to his neighbor. Behold, | am proclaiming a 
release to you,’ declares the Lord, ‘to the sword, to the pestilence and to the 
famine; and | will make you a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 18 | will give 
the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not fulfilled the words of 
the covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed 
between its parts— 19 the officials of Judah and the officials of Jerusalem, the court 
officers and the priests and all the people of the land who passed between the parts 
of the calf— 20 | will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of 
those who seek their life. And their dead bodies will be food for the birds of the sky 
and the beasts of the earth. 21 Zedekiah king of Judah and his Officials | will give 
into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life, and 
into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon which has gone away from you. 22 
Behold, |!am going to command,’ declares the Lord, ‘and | will bring them back to 
this city; and they will fight against it and take it and burn it with fire; and | will 
make the cities of Judah a desolation without inhabitant.’” (Jeremiah 34:12-22 
NASB) 


The Rechabites apparently followed God's covenant and were commended for doing 
SO: 

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 2 “Go to the house of the Rechabites and speak to 
them, and bring them into the house of the Lord, into one of the chambers, and give 
them wine to drink.” 3 Then | took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, son of 
Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his sons and the whole house of the 
Rechabites, 4 and | brought them into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of 
the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which was near the chamber 
of the officials, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the 
doorkeeper. 5 Then | set before the men of the house of the Rechabites pitchers full 
of wine and cups; and | said to them, “Drink wine!” 6 But they said, “We will not 
drink wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us, saying, ‘You 
shall not drink wine, you or your sons, forever. 7 You shall not build a house, and 
you Shall not sow seed and you shall not plant a vineyard or own one; but in tents 


our deugters, 9 nro 10 We have only dwelt in tents, and have obeyed and 


have done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 11 But when 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against the land, we said, ‘Come and let 
us go to Jerusalem before the army of the Chaldeans and before the army of the 
Arameans.’ So we have dwelt in Jerusalem.” (Jeremiah 35:1-11 NASB) 


Little is known about the Rechabites outside of what is recorded here. David Guzik 
points out | his Enduring Word commentary (please see: 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-35/): 

“Go to the house of Rechabites: We don’t know much about the Rechabites, a 
radically committed sect among the Israelites who emphasized a nomadic life as 
Israel lived in the wilderness. 

i. Their roots went back to Jethro the Kenite, the father of Moses. Judges 1:16 tells of 
how the Kenites - the descendants of Jethro, father-in-law of Moses - came from the 
area of Jericho and lived among in the Wilderness of Judah to the south (Judges 
4:17, 1 Samuel 15:6). These nomads were the ancestors of the house of Rechab (1 
Chronicles 2:55). 

ii. The inspirational father of the Rechabites was Jonadab (Jehonadab) an associate 
of Jehu in the violent and radical purge of the House of Ahab in 2 Kings 10:15-28. He 
taught a life free from idolatry and its associations, and free from the corruptions of 
city life. 

iii. It’s possible that the Rechabites were not only connected by family bonds, but 
also received others into their group who shared their ascetic, simple, nomadic 
commitment to God. In modern terms they were something of a combination of 
back-to-nature hippies and zealously pure in their traditions Amish.” 


Judah, however is strongly condemned: 
“Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 13 “Thus says the Lord of 


hosts, the God of Israel, 
“The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he commanded his sons 


not to drink wine, are observed. So they do not drink wine to this day, for they have 


obeyed their father’s command. 


not inclined your ear or listened to Me. 16 Indeed, the sons of Jonadab the son of 


Rechab have observed the command of their father which he commanded them, 
but this people has not listened to Me.’”’ 17 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God 
of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, | am bringing on Judah and on all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem all the disaster that | have pronounced against them; because | spoke 
to them but they did not listen, and | have called them but they did not answer.’” 


18 Then Jeremiah said to the house of the Rechabites, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, ‘Because you have obeyed the command of Jonadab your father, 


kept all his commands and done according to all that he commanded you; 19 
therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Jonadab the son of Rechab 
shall not lack a man to stand before Me always.”’” (Jeremiah 35:12-19 NASB) 


So was Jeremiah’s “scroll” preserved, burned, restored from being burned, or all 
three. The powerful and prophetic words of Jeremiah were written, read, rejected 
and burned, and then brought back in modified form. This is a wonderful illustration 
of what we do with God’s Word- we “shape” it to fit our culture, our prejudices, our 
own selfish desires- anything but listen and submit! 


Jeremiah writes of these events: 


4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at 
the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord which He had spoken to him. 5 
Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “l am restricted; | cannot go into the house of 
the Lord. 6 So you go and read from the scroll which you have written at my 
dictation the words of the Lord to the people in the Lord’s house on a fast day. And 
also you shall read them to all the people of Judah who come from their cities. 7 
Perhaps their supplication will come before the Lord, and everyone will turn from his 
evil way, for great is the anger and the wrath that the Lord has pronounced against 
this people.” 8 Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the 
prophet commanded him, reading from the book the words of the Lord in the Lord’s 
house. 


11 Now when Micaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard all the 
words of the Lord from the book, 12 he went down to the king’s house, into the 
scribe’s chamber. And behold, all the officials were sitting there—Elishama the 
scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the other 
Officials. 13 Micaiah declared to them all the words that he had heard when Baruch 
read from the book to the people. 14 Then all the officials sent Jehudi the son of 
Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take in your 
hand the scroll from which you have read to the people and come.” So Baruch the 
son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and went to them. 15 They said to him, “Sit 
down, please, and read it to us.” So Baruch read it to them. 16 When they had 
heard all the words, they turned in fear one to another and said to Baruch, “We will 


surely report all these words to the king.” 17 And they asked Baruch, saying, “Tell 
us, please, how did you write all these words? Was it at his dictation?” 18 Then 
Baruch said to them, “He dictated all these words to me, and | wrote them with ink 
on the book.” 19 Then the Officials said to Baruch, “Go, hide yourself, you and 
Jeremiah, and do not let anyone know where you are.” 


(The Scroll ls Burned) 

20 So they went to the king in the court, but they had deposited the scroll in the 
chamber of Elishama the scribe, and they reported all the words to the king. 21 
Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it out of the chamber of 
Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi read it to the king as well as to all the officials who 
stood beside the king. 22 Now the king was sitting in the winter house in the ninth 
month, with a fire burning in the brazier before him. 23 When Jehudi had read three 
or four columns, the king cut it with a scribe’s knife and threw it into the fire that 
was in the brazier, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the 
brazier. 24 Yet the king and all his servants who heard all these words were not 
afraid, nor did they rend their garments. 25 Even though Elnathan and Delaiah and 
Gemariah pleaded with the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 
26 And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king’s son, Seraiah the son of Azriel, 
and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the 
prophet, but the Lord hid them. 


(The Scroll ls Replaced) 

27 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after the king had burned the scroll 
and the words which Baruch had written at the dictation of Jeremiah, saying, 28 
“Take again another scroll and write on it all the former words that were on the first 
scroll which Jehoiakim the king of Judah burned. 29 And concerning Jehoiakim king 
of Judah you Shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord, “You have burned this scroll, saying, 
‘Why have you written on it that the king of Babylon will certainly come and destroy 
this land, and will make man and beast to cease from it?’” 30 Therefore thus says 
the Lord concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah, “He shall have no one to sit on the 
throne of David, and his dead body shall be cast out to the heat of the day and the 
frost of the night. 31 | will also punish him and his descendants and his servants for 
their iniquity, and | will bring on them and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the men 
of Judah all the calamity that | have declared to them—but they did not listen.”’” 


32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the son of Neriah, the 
scribe, and he wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire; and many similar words were 
added to them.” (Jeremiah 36 NASB) 


Sehoiatim. 


Jehoiakim Burns Jeremiah’s Scroll 
August 25, 2019 Jeremiah 37-40 


Political intrigue- threats from foreign powers- kill the messenger- all themes than 
as well as in todays world. The King Zedekiah, was in denial about the upcoming 
threat f the Chaldeans- surely out alliance with Egypt will keep these enemies at 
bay! God, however, had other plans: 

“Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 7 “Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel, ‘Thus you are to say to the king of Judah, who sent you to Me to 
inquire of Me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army which has come out for your assistance is 
going to return to its own land of Egypt. 8 The Chaldeans will also return and fight 
against this city, and they will capture it and burn it with fire.”’ 9 Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Do not deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely go away from 
us,” for they will not go. 10 


awn 


(Jeremiah 37:6-10 NASB) 


Then the King and his advisors decided to “shoot the messenger”! Since Jeremiah 
would not go along with the King and tell him (and the people in power) what they 
wanted to hear, the Jeremiah was put under house arrest, accused of “treason”: 


Now it happened when the army of the Chaldeans had lifted the siege from 
Jerusalem because of Pharaoh’s army, # that Jeremiah went out from Jerusalem to 
go to the land of Benjamin in order to take “\possession of some property there 
among the people. # While he was at the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard 
whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah the son of Hananiah was there; and 


_ = 


| 
ia 16 For Jeremiah had come into the “dungeon, that is, the vaulted cell; and 


Jeremiah stayed there many days.” (Jeremiah 37:11-16 NASB) 


Then the advisors to the king decided that house arrest was “too good” for 
Jeremiah, so they threw him into a cistern which was filled with mud- presumably to 
die in the mud- only the kindness of an Ethiopian prevented Jeremiah’s death in an 
inglorious place such as this: “Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
son of Pashhur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malchijah 
heard the words that Jeremiah was speaking to all the people, saying, 2 “Thus says 
the Lord, ‘He who stays in this city will die by the sword and by famine and by 
pestilence, but he who goes out to the Chaldeans will live and have his own life as 
booty and stay alive.’ 3 Thus says the Lord, ‘This city will certainly be given into the 
hand of the army of the king of Babylon and he will capture it.’” 4 Then the officials 
said to the king, “Now let this man be put to death, inasmuch as he is discouraging 
the men of war who are left in this city and all the people, by speaking such words 
to them; for this man is not seeking the well-being of this people but rather their 
harm.” 5 So King Zedekiah said, “Behold, he is in your hands; for the king can do 
nothing against you.” 6 Then they took Jeremiah and cast him into the cistern of 
Malchijah the king’s son, which was in the court of the guardhouse; and they let 
Jeremiah down with ropes. Now in the cistern there was no water but only mud, and 


Jeremiah sank into the mud. 7 


PA ay oa ae 10 Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the 


Ethiopian, saying, “Take thirty men from here under your authority and bring up 
Jeremiah the prophet from the cistern before he dies.” 11 So Ebed-melech took the 
men under his authority and went into the king’s palace to a place beneath the 
storeroom and took from there worn-out clothes and worn-out rags and let them 
down by ropes into the cistern to Jeremiah. 12 Then Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said 
to Jeremiah, “Now put these worn-out clothes and rags under your armpits under 
the ropes”; and Jeremiah did so. 13 So they pulled Jeremiah up with the ropes and 
lifted him out of the cistern, and Jeremiah stayed in the court of the guardhouse.” 
(jeremiah 38:1-13 NASB) 


Jeremiah again pled with the King- urging him to listen to God’s Word, but Zedekiah 
refused to surrender to the Chaldeans (Babylonians)- later he would pay a terrible 
price for his stubborn disobedience (just as we so often do!): 


“Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, 


.’” 19 Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, 
“| dread the Jews who have gone over to the Chaldeans, for they may give me over 
into their hand and they will abuse me.” 20 But Jeremiah said, “They will not give 
you over. Please obey the Lord in what | am saying to you, that it may go well with 
you and you may live. 21 But if you keep refusing to go out, this is the word which 
the Lord has shown me: 22 ‘Then behold, all of the women who have been left in 
the palace of the king of Judah are going to be brought out to the officers of the king 
of Babylon; and those women will say, 

“Your Close friends 

Have misled and overpowered you; 

While your feet were sunk in the mire, 

They turned back.” (Jeremiah 38:17-22 NASB) 


The consequences of Zedekiah’s stubborn disobedience were swift and terrible. 
After being forced to watch his sons die at the hands of his enemy, he is blinded 
and led in fetters to Babylon: 

“Now when Jerusalem was captured in the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came to 
Jerusalem and laid siege to it; 2 in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth 
month, in the ninth day of the month, the city wall was breached. 3 Then all the 
officials of the king of Babylon came in and sat down at the Middle Gate: Nergal-sar- 
ezer, Samgar-nebu, Sar-sekim the Rab-saris, Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, and all 
the rest of the officials of the king of Babylon. 4 When Zedekiah the king of Judah 
and all the men of war saw them, they fled and went out of the city at night by way 
of the king’s garden through the gate between the two walls; and he went out 
toward the Arabah. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued them and overtook 
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and they seized him and brought him up to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he passed 
sentence on him. 6 


9 As for the rest of the people 
who were left in the city, the deserters who had gone over to him and the rest of 
the people who remained, Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard carried them 
into exile in Babylon. 10 But some of the poorest people who had nothing, 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard left behind in the land of Judah, and 
gave them vineyards and fields at that time.” (Jeremiah 39:1-10 NASB) 


The Death of Malchijah (Zedekiah’s son) from 
https://www.geni.com/people/Malchijah/6000000000795443337 

Presumably, God must have softened the King of Babylon’s heart toward Jeremiah, 
for he was spared...n fact the King told his men to do with Jeremiah “as he tells 
you”. Jeremiah’s witness, and the movement of the Spirit in the foreign king’s 
heart, produced this godly result: 


“Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave orders about Jeremiah through 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, saying, 12 “Take him and look after 
him, and do nothing harmful to him, but rather deal with him just as he tells you.” 
13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard sent word, along with 
Nebushazban the Rab-saris, and Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, and all the leading 
officers of the king of Babylon; 14 they even sent and took Jeremiah out of the court 
of the guardhouse and entrusted him to Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, to take him home. So he stayed among the people.” (Jeremiah 39:11-14 
NASB) 

This was just as God had promised to Jeremiah in a prophetic Word earlier: 

“Now the word of the Lord had come to Jeremiah while he was confined in the court 
of the guardhouse, saying, 16 “Go and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, 
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold, | am about to bring My 
words on this city for disaster and not for prosperity; and they will take place before 
you on that day. 17 But I will deliver you on that day,” declares the Lord, “and you 
will not be given into the hand of the men whom you dread. 18 For! will certainly 
rescue you, and you will not fall by the sword; but you will have your own life as 
booty, because you have trusted in Me,” declares the Lord.’” (Jeremiah 39:15-18 
NASB) 


So Jeremiah stayed among his people and did not go into exile with them- was God 
preparing another Word for Jeremiah to speak to the people left behind? 


“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord after Nebuzaradan captain of the 
bodyguard had released him from Ramah, when he had taken him bound in chains 
among all the exiles of Jerusalem and Judah who were being exiled to Babylon. 2 
Now the captain of the bodyguard had taken Jeremiah and said to him, “The Lord 
your God promised this calamity against this place; 3 and the Lord has brought it on 
and done just as He promised. Because you people sinned against the Lord and did 
not listen to His voice, therefore this thing has happened to you. 4 But now, behold, 
| am freeing you today from the chains which are on your hands. If you would prefer 
to come with me to Babylon, come along, and | will look after you; but if you would 
prefer not to come with me to Babylon, never mind. Look, the whole land is before 
you; go wherever it seems good and right for you to go.” 5 As Jeremiah was still not 
going back, he said, “Go on back then to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon has appointed over the cities of Judah, and stay 


with him among the people; or else go anywhere it seems right for you to go.” ? 


. Jeremiah 40:1-6 NASB) 
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More murder, intrigue and disobedience! It is as if this part of Jeremiah could be a 
television “action adventure series” or (worse still) a “Soap opera”. The appointed 
governor of Judah is murdered. This official, appointed by Nebuchadnezzar, is 
described in Wikipedia as follows: 


“Gedaliah, Gedalia, Gedallah [1] or Gedalya (/geda'lai.a/ or /g1'da:lia/; Hebrew: n#7Ta 
Gdalyyah or in'71a Gdalyyahd, meaning "Jah has become Great")[2] was, according 
to the narratives in the Hebrew Bible's Book of Jeremiah and Second Book of Kings, 
appointed by Nebuchadnezzar II of Babylon as governor of Yehud province,[3] which 
was formed after the defeat of the Kingdom of Judah and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, in a part of the territory that previously formed the kingdom. He was 
supported by a Chaldean guard stationed at Mizpah.[4] On hearing of the 
appointment, the Jews that had taken refuge in surrounding countries returned to 
Judah.[5] 


Gedaliah was the son of Ahikam[6] (who saved the life of the prophet Jeremiah)[7] 
and the grandson of Shaphan (who is mentioned in relation to the discovery of the 
scroll of Teaching that some scholars identify as the core of the book of 
Deuteronomy, a matter of some controversy among scholars).[8][1] 


He zealously began to encourage the people to cultivate the fields and vineyards, 
and thus lay the foundation of security. Many who had fled to neighboring lands 
during the war of destruction were attracted by the news of the revival of the 
community. They came to Gedaliah in Mizpah and were warmly welcomed by him. 


Ishmael son of Nethaniah, and the ten men who were with him, murdered Gedaliah, 
together with most of the Jews who had joined him and many Babylonians whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had left with Gedaliah (Jeremiah 41:2-3). The remaining Judeans 
feared the vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar and fled to Egypt.[9] Although the dates 
are not clear from the Bible, this probably happened about 582/1 BCE,[citation 
needed] some four to five years and three months after the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the First Temple in 586 BCE.” 


The Scriptures describe it this way: 


“In the seventh month Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the 
royal family and one of the chief officers of the king, along with ten men, came to 
Mizpah to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. While they were eating bread together there 
in Mizpah, 2 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the ten men who were with him 
arose and struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the 
sword and put to death the one whom the king of Babylon had appointed over the 
land. 3 Ishmael also struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is with 
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war.” 
(Jeremiah 41:1-3 NASB) 


Naturally, those murdering the official appointed by a conquering King expected 
serious and swift consequences, so they consulted Jeremiah. They first “hid out” 
near Bethlehem: 


“And they went and stayed in Geruth Chimham, which is beside Bethlehem, in order 
to proceed into Egypt 18 because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them, 
since Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
whom the king of Babylon had appointed over the land.” (Jeremiah 41:17-18 NASB) 


They desired to flee to Egypt, but first consulted with Jeremiah, hoping, | suppose, 
for some welcome words of encouragement and protection. The prophet told them: 


“Now at the end of ten days the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. 8 Then he 
called for Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces that were 
with him, and for all the people both small and great, 9 and said to them, “Thus 
says the Lord the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition 
before Him: 10 


you to save you and deliver you from his hand. 12 | will also show you compassion, 


so that he will have compassion on you and restore you to your own soil. 13 But if 
you are going to say, “We will not stay in this land,” so as not to listen to the voice 
of the Lord your God, 14 saying, “No, but we will go to the land of Egypt, where we 
will not see war or hear the sound of a trumpet or hunger for bread, and we will stay 
there”; 15 then in that case listen to the word of the Lord, O remnant of Judah. Thus 
says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “If you really set your mind to enter Egypt 
and go in to reside there, 16 then the sword, which you are afraid of, will overtake 
you there in the land of Egypt; and the famine, about which you are anxious, will 


follow closely after you there in Egypt, and you will die there. 17 So all the men who 
set their mind to go to Egypt to reside there will die by the sword, by famine and by 
pestilence; and they will have no survivors or refugees from the calamity that |am 
going to bring on them.” (Jeremiah 42:8-17 NASB) 


In an example of their blatant distrust and disrespect of God’s provision, the people 
decided to flee to Egypt anyway, despite God’s Word of protection: 


“But as soon as Jeremiah, whom the Lord their God had sent, had finished telling all 
the people all the words of the Lord their God—that is, all these words— 2 Azariah 


. 5 But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders 
of the forces took the entire remnant of Judah who had returned from all the nations 
to which they had been driven away, in order to reside in the land of Judah— 6 the 
men, the women, the children, the king’s daughters and every person that 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
and grandson of Shaphan, together with Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son 
of Neriah— 7 


the Lord) and went in as far as Tahpanhes.” (Jeremiah 43:1-7 NASB) 


Ince the people had defiantly disobeyed God, He promised to search them out and 
punish them in Egypt: 


“Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 9 “Take some 
large stones in your hands and hide them in the mortar in the brick terrace which is 
at the entrance of Pharaoh’s palace in Tahpanhes, in the sight of some of the Jews; 
10 and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold, | am 
going to send and get Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and! am 
going to set his throne right over these stones that | have hidden; and he will 


.” (Jeremiah 43:8-15 NASB) 


Even after hearing these gloomy pronouncements, the people who had fled 
remained rebellious and disobedient. They refused to listen to Jeremiah, even 
though the prophet was telling them the unwelcome truth! How many times have | 
been tempted to ignore warnings of judgment and have persisted in sin and 
disobedience...! The people remained defiant: 


“Then all the men who were aware that their wives were burning sacrifices to other 
gods, along with all the women who were standing by, as a large assembly, 
including all the people who were living in Pathros in the land of Egypt, responded 
to Jeremiah, saying, 16 


18 But since we stopped burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pouring out 
drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have met our end by the 
sword and by famine.” 19 “And,” said the women, “when we were burning sacrifices 
to the queen of heaven and were pouring out drink offerings to her, was it without 
our husbands that we made for her sacrificial cakes in her image and poured out 
drink offerings to her?” (Jeremiah 44:15-19 NASB) 


God, whose Word is not to be ignored or denied, pronounces His judgment on these 
defiant, rebellious and idolatrous people: 


“Then Jeremiah said to all the people, including all the women, “Hear the word of 
the Lord, all Judah who are in the land of Egypt, 25 thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, as follows: ‘As for you and your wives, you have spoken with your 
mouths and fulfilled it with your hands, saying, “We will certainly perform our vows 
that we have vowed, to burn sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pour out drink 
offerings to her.” Go ahead and confirm your vows, and certainly perform your 


.’ 30 Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Behold, | am going to give over Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt to the hand of 
his enemies, to the hand of those who seek his life, just as | gave over Zedekiah 
king of Judah to the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, who was his enemy 
and was seeking his life.’” (Jeremiah 44:24-30 NASB) 
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Was Baruch rewarded by God for his service to Jeremiah? It certainly seems so, 
given the context of the following chapters in the book of Jeremiah, where 
punishment and woe are meted out in great amounts. As always, David Guzik’s 
Enduring Word commentary is helpful here: 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had 
written these words in a book at the instruction of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying, 


a. The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch: This was the long-time, 
trusted associate of Jeremiah. Baruch was the penman to the prophet, having 
written these words in a book at the instruction of Jeremiah. Later Jeremiah and 
Baruch were both taken to Egypt against their will (Jeremiah 43:6). 


Ryken) 
b. In the fourth year of Jehoiakim: 


. (2-3) Baruch’s grief and sorrow. 
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: ‘You said, “Woe is me 
now! For the LORD has added grief to my sorrow. | fainted in my sighing, and | find 
no rest.”* 


suffered much for his faithfulness to God and Jeremiah, and he therefore felt that 
God could in some way be blamed for his grief and sorrow. 


i. “Note the self-centeredness of his attitude indicated by the five personal pronouns 
in verse 3 (the same number in the Pharisee’s self congratulatory prayer, Luke 
18:11 f.).” (Cundall( 

ii. “The emphasis in his lamentation is to be placed on the word ‘me’ - ‘Woe is me 
now.’” (Morgan) 

iii. “He had mourned for the desolations that were coming on his country, and now 
he mourns for the dangers to which he feels his own life exposed; for we find, from 
Jeremiah 36:26, that the king had given commandment to take both Baruch and 
Jeremiah, in order that they might be put to death at the instance of his nobles.” 
(Clarke) 

b. You said: The fact that God knew what Baruch said and spoke to him about it was 
somewhat sobering. God heard and responded to Baruch’s accusation of unbelief 
against him. 

c. | fainted in my sighing, and | find no rest: Baruch was exhausted, probably both 
physically and spiritually. He felt that God had not blessed or protected him as he 
had hoped. 

i. This makes sense when we think of what Baruch and Jeremiah had to live through. 
The world was falling apart around them, and while they had been protected to this 
point, they still suffered. No golden age had dawned yet. There seemed to be 
nothing to build on, and the future looked darker rather than brighter. The present 
and future seemed dark and depressing. 


ii. “It may be that as he dictated Jeremiah’s words of judgment, and knew in his 
heart that they were true and would certainly come to pass, he became depressed 
at it all and was filled with foreboding about his own future.” (Thompson) 

B. What the LORD said. 

1. (4) The LORD speaks of His power. 

“Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, what | have built | will 
break down, and what | have planted | will pluck up, that is, this whole land. 

a. Thus you shall say to him: Baruch was used to writing out what God spoke to 
Jeremiah for others, not for himself. God had a word for His discouraged, exhausted 
servant. 


Jeremiah tells us: 

“This is the message which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, 
when he had written down these words in a book at Jeremiah’s dictation, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying: 2 “Thus says the 
Lord the God of Israel to you, O Baruch: 3 ‘You said, “Ah, woe is me! For the Lord 
has added sorrow to my pain; |!am weary with my groaning and have found no 
rest.”’ 4 Thus you are to say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Behold, what | have built | 
am about to tear down, and what | have planted | am about to uproot, that is, the 
whole land.” 5 


.” Jeremiah 45 
NASB) 


The messages are not so reassuring in the following chapters, where we see woes, 
death and destruction to be administered in judgment by God against a) Pharaoh of 
Egypt- Chapter 46 (death); b) Philistia - Chapter 47 (death and destruction); c) 
Moab- Chapter 48 (death and destruction of cities); d) Ammon- Chapter 49, and e) 


Babylon itself -Chapters 50 and 51; and ultimately f) the remaining kingdom of 
Judah- Chapter 52. 


Pharaoh is judges and his death predicted- this Pharaoh is identified as Pharaoh 
Neco (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Necho_Il), who was defeated by a 
surprise attack by the Babylonian army. This chapter contains the inspiration of a 
Christian song “Balm in Gilead” referring to verse 11 of Chapter 45: 

“Go up to Gilead and obtain balm, 

O virgin daughter of Egypt! 

In vain have you multiplied remedies; 

There is no healing for you.” (Jeremiah 45:11 NASB) 


Statuette of Pharaoh Neco Il (Brooklyn Museum) 


David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-46/) cites 
Harrison and Thompson to provide background commentary for this verse: 


Go up to Gilead and take balm: When the Egyptian army suffered such a great 
defeat at Carchemish they retreated south towards Egypt but through the Promised 
Land, including Gilead. They would not be brought back to strength there; in vain 
you shall use many medicines; you shall not be cured. 


i. “The reference to many medicines is a sarcastic comment on Egypt’s inability to 
heal the wounds of defeat, her final humiliation being that others have now heard 
this news.” (Harrison) 


ii. “The association of balm with Gilead may be linked to the fact that caravans from 
the east bearing supplies of balm passed through Gilead.” (Thompson) 


Philistia, the nearly perpetual enemy of God’s people, will be judged also: 
“That which came as the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the 
Philistines, before Pharaoh conquered Gaza. 2 Thus says the Lord: 


“Behold, waters are going to rise from the north 

And become an overflowing torrent, 

And overflow the land and all its fullness, 

The city and those who live in it; 

And the men will cry out, 

And every inhabitant of the land will wail. 

3 “Because of the noise of the galloping hoofs of his stallions, 
The tumult of his chariots, and the rumbling of his wheels, 
The fathers have not turned back for their children, 

Because of the limpness of their hands, 


| 


5 “Baldness has come upon Gaza; 
Ashkelon has been ruined. 

O remnant of their valley, 

How long will you gash yourself? 
6 “Ah, sword of the Lord, 

How long will you not be quiet? 
Withdraw into your sheath; 

Be at rest and stay still. 

7 “How can it be quiet, 

When the Lord has given it an order? 

Against Ashkelon and against the seacoast— 
There He has assigned it.” (Jeremiah 47 NASB) 


Moab will also be judges and its peoples scattered from the cities: 
“Behold, one will fly swiftly like an eagle 

And spread out his wings against Moab. 
41 


45 “In the shadow of Heshbon 

The fugitives stand without strength; 

For a fire has gone forth from Heshbon 
And a flame from the midst of Sihon, 

And it has devoured the forehead of Moab 
And the scalps of the riotous revelers. 

46 “Woe to you, Moab! 

The people of Chemosh have perished; 
For your sons have been taken away captive 
And your daughters into captivity. 

47 “Yet | will restore the fortunes of Moab 
In the latter days,” declares the Lord. 


Thus far the judgment on Moab.” (Jeremiah 49:40-47 NASB) 
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First Ammon (verses 1-6), then Edom (verses 7-22) and finally Damascus (verses 
23-27) are promised calamity. In each case, however, there is the promise of 
restoration. God does not indiscriminately punish or take revenge on those who 
despise, reject or simply ignore Him. God’s vengeance and punishment is well- 
deserved, and contains the seeds of repentance and restoration. Jeremiah writes: 
“Concerning the sons of Ammon. Thus says the Lord: 


“Does Israel have no sons? 

Or has he no heirs? 

Why then has Malcam taken possession of Gad 

And his people settled in its cities? 

2 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“That | will cause a trumpet blast of war to be heard 
Against Rabbah of the sons of Ammon; 

And it will become a desolate heap, 

And her towns will be set on fire. 

Then Israel will take possession of his possessors,” 
Says the Lord. 

3 “Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai has been destroyed! 

Cry out, O daughters of Rabbah, 

Gird yourselves with sackcloth and lament, 

And rush back and forth inside the walls; 

For Malcam will go into exile 

Together with his priests and his princes. 

4 


5 “Behold, | am going to bring terror upon you,” 
pee the Lord God of hosts, 

“From all directions around you; 

And each of you will be driven out headlong, 
With no one to gather the fugitives together. 


”(jeremiah 49:1-6 NASB) 


We see the same general pattern in the description of judgment against Elam: 
“That which came as the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet concerning Elam, 
at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, saying: 


35 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
‘Behold, | am going to break the bow of Elam, 
The finest of their might. 


37 ‘So! will shatter Elam before their enemies 
And before those who seek their lives; 

And | will bring calamity upon them, 

Even My fierce anger,’ declares the Lord, 

‘And | will send out the sword after them 

Until | have consumed them. 

38 ‘Then | will set My throne in Elam 


And destroy out of it king and princes,’ 
= EOE aE TSE the Lord. 


That restore the frtunes of Een eremiah 49:34-39 NASB) 


God’s promised judgment against Kear and Hazor, however, do not contain the 
promise of restoration (verses 28-33) 

The website biblestudytolls.com 

(https: .biblestudytools.co 


m/comm 

jeremiah-49-28.html) provides insight into this prophecy: 

Jeremiah 49:28 

Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor 

A new prophecy concerning the Arabians; for Kedar was a son of Ishmael, ( Genesis 
25:13 ) ; whose posterity inhabited Arabia Petraea. Hazor was Petra itself, the 
metropolis of the country, whose king had several petty kings and kingdoms under 
him; for this is not the Hazor in the land of Canaan destroyed by Joshua, which had 
been the head of several kingdoms; and where Jabin king of Canaan afterwards 


reigned, ( Joshua 11:10 ) ( Judges 4:2 ) ; though some think that some of those 
Hazorites in Joshua's time made their escape, and fled into these parts, and built a 
city, and called it after the name of the former: which Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon shall smite, thus saith the Lord: 

that is, "thus saith the Lord concerning", or "unto", or "against Kedar" F16 as in 

( Jeremiah 49:1 ) ; which the king of Babylon "hath smitten"; the past for the future, 
common in prophetic language: or, "is about to smite" F17; would do it in a very 
little time; for the phrase, "thus saith the Lord", is not to be connected with what 
follows after, but with what goes before; though indeed the next words are the 
words of the Lord to the Chaldeans: arise ye, go up to Kedar; 

in a hostile manner; invade that country, and possess it: and spoil the men of the 
east; 

the Arabians, which lay east of Judea and Babylon: or, "the children of Kedem" F18; 
the same with Kedemah, another son of Ishmael, ( Genesis 25:15 ) ; whose posterity 
dwelt still more to the east; so Kimchi; though the Targum renders it "the children of 
the east”. 


Chapter 50 concerns the judgment and prophecy against Babylon. Although God 
used the powerful armies of Babylon to chastise His people, Babylon will face 
judgment and destruction. As was typical of many conquering nations, the 
Babylonians became proud of their accomplishments, and began to believe in their 
invincibility. None, however, can stand against the mighty hand of God! The 
judgment is summarized at the end of this chapter: 


“Behold, one will come up like a lion from the [am]thicket of the Jordan to [an]Ja 
perennially watered pasture; for in an instant | will make them run away from it, and 
whoever is chosen | will appoint over it. For who is like Me, and who will summon Me 
into court? And who then is the shepherd who can stand before Me?” 45 Therefore 
hear the plan of the Lord which He has planned against Babylon, and His purposes 
which He has purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: surely they will drag 
them off, even the little ones of the flock; surely He will make their [aojpasture 
desolate because of them. 46 At the [ap]shout, “Babylon has been seized!” the 
earth is shaken, and an outcry is heard among the nations.” (Jeremiah 50:44-46 
NASB) 


According to Guzik’s commentary 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-50/), the Medes under King 
Cyrus accomplished the judgment against Babylon. To quote: “Out of the north: 
“The Medes, who formed the chief part of the army of Cyrus, lay to the north or 
north-east of Babylon.” (Clarke). We will see more of Cyrus as the land of Promise 
is repopulated later in history. 


2° Dorf 
Z. Dou 


Engraving of Isaiah's vision concerning the destruction of Babylon by Gustave Doré 
(1865) 
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God's judgment and punishment for Babylon at the hands of the Medes is truly 


terrifying and complete...God’s justice and righteousness demand such a response, 
and it was given: 


12 Lift up a signal against the walls of Babylon; 

Post a strong guard, 

Station sentries, 

Place men in ambush! 

For the Lord has both purposed and performed 

What He spoke concerning the inhabitants of Babylon. 
13 O you who dwell by many waters, 

Abundant in treasures, 

Your end has come, 

The measure of your end. 

14 The Lord of hosts has sworn by Himself: 

“Surely | will fill you with a population like locusts, 
And they will cry out with shouts of victory over you.” 


17 All mankind is stupid, devoid of knowledge; 
Every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols, 
For his molten images are deceitful, 

And there is no breath in them. 

18 They are worthless, a work of mockery; 

In the time of their punishment they will perish. 
19 The portion of Jacob is not like these; 

For the Maker of all is He, 

And of the tribe of His inheritance; 

The Lord of hosts is His name. 

20 He says, “You are My war-club, My weapon of war; 
And with you | shatter nations, 

And with you | destroy kingdoms. 

21 “With you | shatter the horse and his rider, 
And with you | shatter the chariot and its rider, 
22 And with you | shatter man and woman, 
And with you | shatter old man and youth, 

And with you | shatter young man and virgin, 
23 And with you | shatter the shepherd and his flock, 
And with you | shatter the farmer and his team, 
And with you | shatter governors and prefects. 


(Jeremiah 51:11-24 


NASB) 


Jeremiah emphasizes the clarity, truth and finality of God’s prophecy of judgment by 
throwing the very words written down in record of this judgment as a weighted 
object into the river: 

“The [ay]message which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of 
Neriah, the grandson of Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah to 
Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. (Now Seraiah was quartermaster.) 60 So 


.” Thus 


far are the words of Jeremiah.” (Jeremiah51:59-64 NASB) 


Jeremiah 52- the end of this book- concludes with ta recounting of the fall of 
Jerusalem to Babylon. The chronology is not important in the retelling here, this 
event clearly took place much before the judgment of God against Babylon by the 
Medes. 


David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-52/), as always, 


provides helpful background and commentary on this closing chapter of the Book of 
Jeremiah: 

“Several commentators believe this final chapter was not authored by Jeremiah, but 
perhaps by Baruch. It testifies to the truthfulness and integrity of Jeremiah’s long, 
faithful work as a prophet of God. 


“It appears that the following chapter is not the work of this prophet: it is not his 
style. The author of it writes Jehoiachin; Jeremiah writes him always Jeconiah, or 
Coniah. It is merely historical, and is very similar to 2 Kings 24:18-25:30.” (Clarke) 


“Nearly every verse of Jeremiah 52 is a fulfilled prophecy. In fact, reading the 
chapter is a good way to review the entire book of Jeremiah. The facts speak for 
themselves: Jeremiah spoke the true words of God.” (Ryken) 


“In its present context the chapter seems to say: the divine word both has been 
fulfilled - and will be fulfilled!” (Bright, cited in Kidner) 


“The Septuagint have set this title upon it: And it came to pass after that Israel was 
carried captive, and Jerusalem laid waste, the prophet Jeremiah sat weeping, and 
wailing, and bitterly lamenting the case of his people. Thus they knit together this 
chapter and the ensuing Lamentations, which the Jews also are still said to read 
together in their synagogues on the ninth day of the month Ab, which answereth to 
our July, because that on that day the city was taken and destroyed by the 
Chaldeans. [Jeremiah 52:7].” (Trapp) 


Guzik quotes Cundall in giving a summary of the Book of Jeremiah and of Jeremiah’s 
effectiveness (or lack of same) in turning the people of God away from their sins 
and toward their Father and Covenant Maker: 

“Cundall gives a good postscript to Jeremiah: “/eremiah may have failed in his 
strenuous efforts to turn his people back to the Lord, but in his conception of true 
religion as a vital, inward relationship with the living God (e.g. Jeremiah 9:24) he 
was to set the necessary standard, not only for the immediate future, but for all 
time.” 


“Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven 
years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of 
Libnah. 2 He did evil in the sight of the Lord like all that Jehoiakim had done. 3 For 
through the anger of the Lord this came about in Jerusalem and Judah until He cast 
them out from His presenc 


12 Now on the tenth day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the bodyguard, who 
was in the service of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 


17 Now the bronze pillars which belonged to the house of the Lord and the stands 
and the bronze sea, which were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in 
pieces and carried all their bronze to Babylon. 18 They also took away the pots, the 
shovels, the snuffers, the basins, the pans and all the bronze vessels which were 
used in temple service. 19 The captain of the guard also took away the bowls, the 
firepans, the basins, the pots, the lampstands, the pans and the drink offering 
bowls, what was fine gold and what was fine silver. 20 The two pillars, the one sea, 
and the twelve bronze bulls that were under the sea, and the stands, which King 
Solomon had made for the house of the Lord—the bronze of all these vessels was 
beyond weight. 21 As for the pillars, the height of each pillar was eighteen cubits, 
and it was twelve cubits in circumference and four fingers in thickness, and hollow. 
22 Now a Capital of bronze was on it; and the height of each capital was five cubits, 
with network and pomegranates upon the capital all around, all of bronze. And the 
second pillar was like these, including pomegranates. 23 There were ninety-six 
exposed pomegranates; all the pomegranates numbered a hundred on the network 
all around. 


24 Then the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah the 
second priest, with the three officers of the temple. 25 He also took from the city 
one Official who was overseer of the men of war, and seven of the king’s advisers 
who were found in the city, and the scribe of the commander of the army who 
mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land who were 
found in the midst of the city. 26 Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them 
and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 Then the king of Babylon 
struck them down and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah 
was led away into exile from its land. 


28 These are the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away into exile: in the 
seventh year 3,023 Jews; 29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar 832 persons 
from Jerusalem; 30 in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the 


captain of the guard carried into exile 745 Jewish people; there were 4,600 persons 
in all. 


death.” (Jeremiah 52 NASB) 
August 30, 2019 Lamentations 1-2 


Jeremiah weeps and “laments” the state of Zion/Jerusalem after the city was sieged, 
conquered, and the “best and brightest” exiled to Babylon. The very identity of 
God’s people was threatened as the Babylonians attempted to assimilate the 
Judeans and intermarry, offer their “gods” and worship practices, and their pagan 
way Of life. 


Wkipedia offers this background 
information(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book of Lamentations): 

“The Book of Lamentations (Hebrew: n2'x, ‘Eykhoh, from its incipit meaning "how") 
is a collection of poetic laments for the destruction of Jerusalem. In the Hebrew 
Bible it appears in the Ketuvim ("Writings"), beside the Song of Songs, Book of Ruth, 
Ecclesiastes and the Book of Esther (the Megilloth or "Five Scrolls"), although there 
is no set order; in the Christian Old Testament it follows the Book of Jeremiah, as the 
prophet Jeremiah is its traditional author. Jeremiah's authorship is no longer 
generally accepted, although it is generally accepted that the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Babylon in 586 BC forms the background to the poems. The book is 
partly a traditional "city lament" mourning the desertion of the city by God, its 
destruction, and the ultimate return of the divinity, and partly a funeral dirge in 
which the bereaved bewails and addresses the dead. The tone is bleak: God does 
not speak, the degree of suffering is presented as undeserved, and expectations of 
future redemption are minimal. 


The book is traditionally recited on the fast day of Tisha B'Av ("Ninth of Av"), 
mourning the destruction of both the First Temple and the Second.” 


The website My Jewish Learning (please see: 


www.myjewishlearning.com/article/lamentations/) also provides insight in to the 
theology and authorship of this book. 


Jeremiah laments the state of Zion and of God’s people, now in captivity and 
(seemingly) without any real hope of redemption or restoration: 

“How lonely sits the city 

That was full of people! 

She has become like a widow 

Who was once great among the nations! 


She who was a princess among the provinces 
Has become a forced laborer! 

2 She weeps bitterly in the night 

And her tears are on her cheeks; 

She has none to comfort her 

Among all her lovers. 

All her friends have dealt treacherously with her; 
They have become her enemies. 

3 Judah has gone into exile under affliction 
And under harsh servitude; 

She dwells among the nations, 

But she has found no rest; 

All her pursuers have overtaken her 

In the midst of distress. 

4 The roads of Zion are in mourning 

Because no one comes to the appointed feasts. 
All her gates are desolate; 

Her priests are groaning, 

Her virgins are afflicted, 

And she herself is bitter. 

5 Her adversaries have become her masters, 
Her enemies prosper; 

For the Lord has caused her grief 

Because of the multitude of her transgressions; 
Her little ones have gone away 

As captives before the adversary. 

6 All her majesty 

Has departed from the daughter of Zion; 

Her princes have become like deer 

That have found no pasture; 

And they have fled without strength 

Before the pursuer. 

7 In the days of her affliction and homelessness 
Jerusalem remembers all her precious things 
That were from the days of old, 

When her people fell into the hand of the adversary 
And no one helped her. 

The adversaries saw her, 

They mocked at her ruin. 

8 Jerusalem sinned greatly, 

Therefore she has become an unclean thing. 
All who honored her despise her 

Because they have seen her nakedness; 

Even she herself groans and turns away. 

9 Her uncleanness was in her skirts; 

She did not consider her future. 

Therefore she has fallen astonishingly; 

She has no comforter. 

“See, O Lord, my affliction, 

For the enemy has magnified himself!” 


10 The adversary has stretched out his hand 
Over all her precious things, 

For she has seen the nations enter her sanctuary, 
The ones whom You commanded 

That they should not enter into Your congregation. 
11 All her people groan seeking bread; 

They have given their precious things for food 

To restore their lives themselves. 

“See, O Lord, and look, 

For | am despised.” 

12 “Is it nothing to all you who pass this way? 
Look and see if there is any pain like my pain 
Which was severely dealt out to me, 

Which the Lord inflicted on the day of His fierce anger. 
13 “From on high He sent fire into my bones, 
And it prevailed over them. 

He has spread a net for my feet; 

He has turned me back; 

He has made me desolate, 

Faint all day long. 

14 


17 Zion stretches out her hands; 

There is no one to comfort her; 

The Lord has commanded concerning Jacob 

That the ones round about him should be his adversaries; 
Jerusalem has become an unclean thing among them. 
18 “The Lord is righteous; 

For | have rebelled against His command; 

Hear now, all peoples, 

And behold my pain; 

My virgins and my young men 

Have gone into captivity. 

19 “I called to my lovers, but they deceived me; 


My priests and my elders perished in the city 

While they sought food to restore their strength themselves. 
20 “See, O Lord, for | am in distress; 

My spirit is greatly troubled; 

My heart is overturned within me, 

For | have been very rebellious. 

In the street the sword slays; 

In the house it is like death. 


21 


.” (Lamentations 1 NASB) 


This wrenching experience of dislocation, loss of hope, and desire for revenge is 
seen in Psalm 137: 


2 There on the poplars 
we hung our harps, 
3 for there our captors asked us for songs, 
our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 
they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 


7 Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did 
on the day Jerusalem fell. 
“Tear it down,” they cried, 
“tear it down to its foundations!” 
8 Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, 
happy is the one who repays you 
according to what you have done to us. 
9 Happy is the one who seizes your infants 
and dashes them against the rocks.” (Psalm 137 NIV) 


This refence to infanticide (verse 9) has upset many a tender-hearted Christian! 


How can this terrible state of punishment and judgment be justified? Many of the 
people believed (sincerely) that they were doing as God wished, but they were 
(unfortunately) wrong. Sincere belief has never equaled truth. In God’s perspective 
(the eternal truth!), His people had disobeyed the first commandment- they had 
allowed the created to replace the Creator- and gone after other “gods” instead of 
seeking the mind and heart of the One true God! God’s anger is clearly cited as the 
reason for the present state of His people: 


He has cast from heaven to earth 

The glory of Israel, 

And has not remembered His footstool 

In the day of His anger. 

2 The Lord has swallowed up; He has not spared 
All the habitations of Jacob. 

In His wrath He has thrown down 

The strongholds of the daughter of Judah; 

He has brought them down to the ground; 

He has profaned the kingdom and its princes. 


' 


4 He has bent His bow like an enemy; 

He has set His right hand like an adversary 
And slain all that were pleasant to the eye; 
In the tent of the daughter of Zion 
He has poured out His wrath like fire. 


6 And He has violently treated His tabernacle like a garden booth; 
He has destroyed His appointed meeting place. 
The Lord has caused to be forgotten 

The appointed feast and sabbath in Zion, 

And He has despised king and priest 

In the indignation of His anger. 

7 The Lord has rejected His altar, 

He has abandoned His sanctuary; 

He has delivered into the hand of the enemy 

The walls of her palaces. 

They have made a noise in the house of the Lord 
As in the day of an appointed feast. 

8 The Lord determined to destroy 


The wall of the daughter of Zion. 

He has stretched out a line, 

He has not restrained His hand from destroying, 
And He has caused rampart and wall to lament; 
They have languished together. 

9 Her gates have sunk into the ground, 

He has destroyed and broken her bars. 

Her king and her princes are among the nations; 
The law is no more. 

Also, her prophets find 

No vision from the Lord. 


12 They say to their mothers, 

“Where is grain and wine?” 

As they faint like a wounded man 

In the streets of the city, 

As their life is poured out 

On their mothers’ bosom. 

13 How shall | admonish you? 

To what shall | compare you, 

O daughter of Jerusalem? 

To what shall | liken you as | comfort you, 
O virgin daughter of Zion? 

For your ruin is as vast as the sea; 

Who can heal you? 

14 Your prophets have seen for you 
False and foolish visions; 

And they have not exposed your iniquity 
So as to restore you from captivity, 

But they have seen for you false and misleading oracles. 
15 All who pass along the way 

Clap their hands in derision at you; 

They hiss and shake their heads 

At the daughter of Jerusalem, 

“Is this the city of which they said, 

‘The perfection of beauty, 

A joy to all the earth’?” 

16 All your enemies 

Have opened their mouths wide against you; 


They hiss and gnash their teeth. 

They say, “We have swallowed her up! 
Surely this is the day for which we waited; 
We have reached it, we have seen it.” 
17 


18 Their heart cried out to the Lord, 
“O wall of the daughter of Zion, 

Let your tears run down like a river day and night; 
Give yourself no relief, 

Let your eyes have no rest. 

19 “Arise, cry aloud in the night 

At the beginning of the night watches; 

Pour out your heart like water 

Before the presence of the Lord; 

Lift up your hands to Him 

For the life of your little ones 

Who are faint because of hunger 

At the head of every street.” 

20 


21 On the ground in the streets 
Lie young and old; 

My virgins and my young men 
Have fallen by the sword. 

You have slain them in the day of Your anger, 

You have slaughtered, not sparing. 

22 You Called as in the day of an appointed feast 

My terrors on every side; 

And there was no one who escaped or survived 

In the day of the Lord’s anger. 

Those whom | bore and reared, 

My enemy annihilated them.” (Lamentations 2 NASB) 


“Lamentations” Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1860) 
August 31, 2019 Lamentations 3-5 


In the midst of relentless misery, there is still hope. There is always hope, but many 
times we fail to grasp or believe it- much less trust in it. The prophet had 
experienced the incredible mercy of God, so even in the midst of this suffering and 
grief. He claimed hope in the goodness and justice of the Lord: 


27 It is good for a man that he should bear 
The yoke in his youth. 

28 Let him sit alone and be silent 

Since He has laid it on him. 

29 Let him put his mouth in the dust, 
Perhaps there is hope. 

30 Let him give his cheek to the smiter, 


Let him be filled with reproach. 


34 To crush under His feet 
All the prisoners of the land, 

35 To deprive a man of justice 

In the presence of the Most High, 

36 To defraud a man in his lawsuit— 

Of these things the Lord does not approve. 

37 Who is there who speaks and it comes to pass, 
Unless the Lord has commanded it? 

38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High 

That both good and ill go forth? 


39 Why should any living mortal, or any man, 
Offer complaint in view of his sins? 

40 Let us examine and probe our ways, 

And let us return to the Lord. 

41 


51 My eyes bring pain to my soul 
Because of all the daughters of my city. 
52 My enemies without cause 

Hunted me down like a bird; 

53 They have silenced me in the pit 
And have placed a stone on me. 

54 Waters flowed over my head; 

| said, “lam cut off!” 


55 | called on Your name, O Lord, 

Out of the lowest pit. 

56 You have heard my voice, 

“Do not hide Your ear from my prayer for relief, 
From my cry for help.” 

57 You drew near when | called on You; 

You said, “Do not fear!” 

58 O Lord, You have pleaded my soul’s cause; 
You have redeemed my life. 

59 O Lord, You have seen my oppression; 

Judge my case. 

60 You have seen all their vengeance, 

All their schemes against me. 

61 You have heard their reproach, O Lord, 

All their schemes against me. 

62 The lips of my assailants and their whispering 
Are against me all day long. 

63 Look on their sitting and their rising; 

! am their mocking song. 


(Lamentations 3:19-66 NASB) 


CrossCards 


During the terrible siege, everything was literally turned upside down. The prophet 
describes how even the purest gold has been changed in its fundamental 
character...everything thought to be immutable and reliable has been transformed 
into its opposite by the all encompassing power of God. The emotional impact of 
the destruction of the very center of Jewish thought and worship can hardly be 
overestimated: 


3 Even jackals offer the breast, 
They nurse their young; 

But the daughter of my people has become cruel 
Like ostriches in the wilderness. 

4 The tongue of the infant cleaves 

To the roof of its mouth because of thirst; 

The little ones ask for bread, 

But no one breaks it for them. 


6 For the iniquity of the daughter of my people 
Is greater than the sin of Sodom, 

Which was overthrown as in a moment, 

And no hands were turned toward her. 

7 Her consecrated ones were purer than snow, 
They were whiter than milk; 

They were more ruddy in body than corals, 
Their polishing was like lapis lazuli. 

8 Their appearance is blacker than soot, 

They are not recognized in the streets; 
Their skin is shriveled on their bones, 
It is withered, it has become like wood. 


11 The Lord has accomplished His wrath, 
He has poured out His fierce anger; 

And He has kindled a fire in Zion 

Which has consumed its foundations. 

12 The kings of the earth did not believe, 
Nor did any of the inhabitants of the world, 
That the adversary and the enemy 

Could enter the gates of Jerusalem. 

13 Because of the sins of her prophets 
And the iniquities of her priests, 

Who have shed in her midst 


The blood of the righteous; 

14 They wandered, blind, in the streets; 
They were defiled with blood 

So that no one could touch their garments. 
15 “Depart! Unclean!” they cried of themselves. 
“Depart, depart, do not touch!” 

So they fled and wandered; 

Men among the nations said, 

“They shall not continue to dwell with us.” 
16 The presence of the Lord has scattered them, 
He will not continue to regard them; 

They did not honor the priests, 

They did not favor the elders. 

17 Yet our eyes failed, 

Looking for help was useless; 

In our watching we have watched 

For a nation that could not save. 

18 They hunted our steps 

So that we could not walk in our streets; 
Our end drew near, 

Our days were finished 

For our end had come. 


21 Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, 
Who dwells in the land of Uz; 

But the cup will come around to you as well, 
You will become drunk and make yourself naked. 

22 The punishment of your iniquity has been completed, O daughter of Zion; 
He will exile you no longer. 

But He will punish your iniquity, O daughter of Edom; 

He will expose your sins!” (Jeremiah 4 NASB) 


The book of Lamentations begins with a prayer for mercy. It seems clear that the 
prophet (Jeremiah?) expects God to listen and act. David Guzik’s commentary 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/lamentations-5/) is helpful here. 


The prophet prays for mercy from God: 


9 We get our bread at the risk of our lives 
Because of the sword in the wilderness. 
10 Our skin has become as hot as an oven, 
Because of the burning heat of famine. 

11 They ravished the women in Zion, 

The virgins in the cities of Judah. 

12 Princes were hung by their hands; 

Elders were not respected. 

13 Young men worked at the grinding mill, 
And youths stumbled under loads of wood. 

14 Elders are gone from the gate, 

Young men from their music. 

15 The joy of our hearts has ceased; 

Our dancing has been turned into mourning. 
16 The crown has fallen from our head; 

Woe to us, for we have sinned! 

17 Because of this our heart is faint, 

Because of these things our eyes are dim; 

18 Because of Mount Zion which lies desolate, 
Foxes prowl in it. 


(Lamentations 5 NASB) 


September 1, 2019 Ezekiel 1-4 


Space creatures, flying saucers, or a divine vision? These are questions that could 
legitimately be asked about Ezekiel’s vision in Chapter 1 which took place while the 
prophet was in exile. The scene is the River Chebar, and the description has 
tantalized UFO buffs since it was read in modern times. 


God is clearly present in this magnificent and puzzling display: 

“Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while | 
was by the river Chebar among the exiles, the heavens were opened and | saw 
visions of God. 2 (On the fifth of the month in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s 


exile, 3 the word of the Lord came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of Buzi, in the 
land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there the hand of the Lord came 
upon him.) 


4 As | looked, behold, a storm wind was coming from the north, a great cloud with 
fire flashing forth continually and a bright light around it, and in its midst something 
like glowing metal in the midst of the fire. 5 Within it there were figures resembling 
four living beings. And this was their appearance: they had human form. 6 Each of 
them had four faces and four wings. 7 Their legs were straight and their feet were 
like a calf’s hoof, and they gleamed like burnished bronze. 8 Under their wings on 
their four sides were human hands. As for the faces and wings of the four of them, 9 
their wings touched one another; their faces did not turn when they moved, each 
went straight forward. 10 As for the form of their faces, each had the face of a man; 
all four had the face of a lion on the right and the face of a bull on the left, and all 
four had the face of an eagle. 11 Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out 
above; each had two touching another being, and two covering their bodies. 12 And 
each went straight forward; wherever the spirit was about to go, they would go, 
without turning as they went. 13 In the midst of the living beings there was 
something that looked like burning coals of fire, like torches darting back and forth 
among the living beings. The fire was bright, and lightning was flashing from the 
fire. 14 And the living beings ran to and fro like bolts of lightning. 


15 Now as! looked at the living beings, behold, there was one wheel on the earth 
beside the living beings, for each of the four of them. 16 The appearance of the 
wheels and their workmanship was like sparkling beryl, and all four of them had the 
same form, their appearance and workmanship being as if one wheel were within 
another. 17 Whenever they moved, they moved in any of their four directions 
without turning as they moved. 18 As for their rims they were lofty and awesome, 
and the rims of all four of them were full of eyes round about. 19 Whenever the 
living beings moved, the wheels moved with them. And whenever the living beings 
rose from the earth, the wheels rose also. 20 Wherever the spirit was about to go, 
they would go in that direction. And the wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit 
of the living beings was in the wheels. 21 Whenever those went, these went; and 
whenever those stood still, these stood still. And whenever those rose from the 
earth, the wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of the living beings was in 
the wheels.” (Ezekiel 1:1-21 NASB) 


Ezekiel’s Wheel (https://mysticalorderinc.org/2018/04/25/what-are-the-wheels-in- 
ezekiel-1/) 


https://slideplayer.com/slide/10921033/ 


The Glory of the Lord (https://truthnet.org/Ezekiel/2-Ezekiel-1/Ezekiel-1-The-Glory-of- 
the-Lord.htm) 


The pl[oint of the vision? A voice calling Ezekiel into a prophetic role among his 
people...as the voice tells him: 


Ase spoke to 3 Then He said to me, “Son of man, !am sending you to the sons of 


Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers 
have transgressed against Me to this very day. 41am sending you to them who are 
stubborn and obstinate children, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
God.’ 5 As for them, whether they listen or not—for they are a rebellious house— 


they will know that a prophet has been among them. 6 sl Rael ad 


& “Now you, son of man, listen to what |am speaking to you; do not be rebellious 
like that rebellious house. Open your mouth and eat what | am giving you.” 9 Then | 
looked, and behold, a hand was extended to me; and lo, a scroll was in it. 10 When 
He spread it out before me, it was written on the front and back, and written on it 
were lamentations, mourning and woe.” (Ezekiel 2. NASB) 


As in Revelation(Rev 10:10), the command is given to “eat” the words of the Lord, 
and thus incorporate them into the prophet’s innermost being (verse 8) 


Ezekiel, full of the Word of God, is lifted by the Spirit and placed in the middle of the 
exiles, after which he sits silent for seven days. The Scripture says this caused 
“consternation” among the exiles. They wondered what was happening...who was 
this one who sat so silently? Would God speak to us through him? Would the words 
be welcome or a dreaded condemnation and judgment from God? 


Ezekiel describes his experience: 

“Then the Spirit lifted me up, and | heard a great rumbling sound behind me, 
“Blessed be the glory of the Lord in His place.” 13 And | heard the sound of the 
wings of the living beings touching one another and the sound of the wheels beside 
them, even a great rumbling sound. 14 So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away; 
and | went embittered in the rage of my spirit, and the hand of the Lord was strong 
on me. 15 Then! came to the exiles who lived beside the river Chebar at Tel-abib, 
and | sat there seven days where they were living, causing consternation among 
them. 


16 At the end of seven days the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 17 “Son of 


have delivered yourself. 20 Again, when a righteous man turns away from his 
righteousness and commits iniquity, and | place an obstacle before him, he will die; 


since you have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous deeds 
which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood | will require at your 
hand. 21 However, if you have warned the righteous man that the righteous should 
not sin and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; and you 
have delivered yourself.” (Ezekiel 3:12-21 NASB) 


God had further directions- Ezekiel is to speak only as the Lord gives him Words- as 
God reveals Himself again as full of glory and radiance on the plain near the river: 
“The hand of the Lord was on me there, and He said to me, “Get up, go out to the 
plain, and there | will speak to you.” 23 So! got up and went out to the plain; and 
behold, the glory of the Lord was standing there, like the glory which | saw by the 
river Chebar, and | fell on my face. 24 The Spirit then entered me and made me 
stand on my feet, and He spoke with me and said to me, “Go, shut yourself up in 
your house, 25 


retest fo hey area rebelos hain 27 aut apa © yu 


let him hear; and he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.” 
(Ezekiel 3:22-27 NASB) 


Ezekiel is then instructed to “act out” the siege of Jerusalem before the people- they 
will see an unmistakable sign of the near future revealed to the prophet: 


3 Then get yourself an iron 
plate and set it up as an iron wall between you and the city, and set your face 
toward it so that it is under siege, and besiege it. 


4 “As for you, lie down on your left side and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel on 
it; you shall bear their iniquity for the number of days that you lie on it. 5 For | have 
assigned you a number of days corresponding to the years of their iniquity, three 
hundred and ninety days; thus you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. 6 
When you have completed these, you shall lie down a second time, but on your 
right side and bear the iniquity of the house of Judah; | have assigned it to you for 
forty days, a day for each year. 7 Then you shall set your face toward the siege of 
Jerusalem with your arm bared and prophesy against it. 8 Now behold, | will put 
ropes on you so that you cannot turn from one side to the other until you have 
completed the days of your siege.” (Ezekiel 4:1-8 NASB) 


Ezekiel 4: 415 


Ezekiel spends more than a year lying on his side in order to 
illustrate God’s message to the people 


Left Side 


Bears the sins of Israel for 
390 days—one day for each 
year of Israel’s sins 


Cooks his meals over cow 
manure and eats them in 
small increments, 
symbolizing the impending 
x siege and exile 


Eys—one day for each 
year of Judah’s sins 


Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com 


The Ezekiel is ordered to make bread, heating it over human excrement. When 
Ezekiel protests, the Lord relents and allows him to use cow manure instead. This 
was an incredibly graphic picture of the evil, sin, and uncleanness of the people. 
Perhaps the exiles did not fully understand the depth of their sin and rebellion...this 
illustration would certainly make the message excruciatingly clear: 

“But as for you, take wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet and spelt, put them in one 
vessel and make them into bread for yourself; you shall eat it according to the 
number of the days that you lie on your side, three hundred and ninety days. 10 
Your food which you eat shall be twenty shekels a day by weight; you shall eat it 
from time to time. 11 The water you drink shall be the sixth part of a hin by 
measure, you Shall drink it from time to time. 


Moreover, He said to me, “Son of man, behold, | am going to break the staff of 
bread in Jerusalem, and they will eat bread by weight and with anxiety, and drink 
water by measure and in horror, 17 because bread and water will be scarce; and 
they will be appalled with one another and waste away in their iniquity.” (Ezekiel 
4:9-14 NASB) 


September 2, 2019 Ezekiel 5-9 


Another word picture! Ezekiel is told by God to shave his head and beard hair with 
a sharp sword, and divide the hair into several portions, each representing a group 
of God’s people and the fate that will befall Jerusalem at the hands of pagan and 
powerful nations. Ezekiel is told: 

“As for you, son of man, take a sharp sword; take and use it as a barber’s razor on 
your head and beard. Then take scales for weighing and divide the hair. 2 One third 
you Shall burn in the fire at the center of the city, when the days of the siege are 
completed. Then you shall take one third and strike it with the sword all around the 
city, and one third you shall scatter to the wind; and I will unsheathe a sword behind 
them. 3 Take also a few in number from them and bind them in the edges of your 
robes. 4 Take again some of them and throw them into the fire and burn them in 
the fire; from it a fire will spread to all the house of Israel. 


5 “Thus says the Lord God, ‘This is Jerusalem; | have set her at the center of the 
nations, with lands around her. 6 But she has rebelled against My ordinances more 
wickedly than the nations and against My statutes more than the lands which 
surround her; for they have rejected My ordinances and have not walked in My 
statutes.’ 7 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Because you have more turmoil 
than the nations which surround you and have not walked in My statutes, nor 
observed My ordinances, nor observed the ordinances of the nations which 
surround you,’ 8 therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I, even |, am against 
you, and | will execute judgments among you in the sight of the nations. 9 And 
because of all your abominations, | will do among you what | have not done, and the 
like of which | will never do again. 10 Therefore, fathers will eat their sons among 
you, and sons will eat their fathers; for I will execute judgments on you and scatter 
all your remnant to every wind. 11 So as / live,’ declares the Lord God, ‘surely, 
because you have defiled My sanctuary with all your detestable idols and with all 
your abominations, therefore | will also withdraw, and My eye will have no pity and | 
will not spare. 12 One third of you will die by plague or be consumed by famine 
among you, one third will fall by the sword around you, and one third | will scatter to 
every wind, and | will unsheathe a sword behind them. 


13 ‘Thus My anger will be spent and | will satisfy My wrath on them, and !| will be 
appeased, then they will know that I, the Lord, have spoken in My zeal when | have 
spent My wrath upon them. 14 Moreover, | will make you a desolation and a 
reproach among the nations which surround you, in the sight of all who pass by. 15 
So it will be a reproach, a reviling, a warning and an object of horror to the nations 
who surround you when | execute judgments against you in anger, wrath and raging 
rebukes. I, the Lord, have spoken. 16 When | send against them the deadly arrows 
of famine which were for the destruction of those whom | will send to destroy you, 
then | will also intensify the famine upon you and break the staff of bread. 17 
Moreover, | will send on you famine and wild beasts, and they will bereave you of 


children; plague and bloodshed also will pass through you, and | will bring the sword 
on you. I, the Lord, have spoken.’” (Ezekiel 5 NASB) 


Israel’s greatest sin and rebellion..? The mixing od pagan idols into the true worship 
of God. Again, God had made it abundantly clear that these “gods” were false, 
could not speak or save, and were a snare to God’s people- distracting them and 
leading them away from true devotion and worship. Just as in the “old West” the 
outlaw told the sheriff “This town isn’t big enough for the two of us!” God told His 
people that there was not room for any “god” but the true God of the universe- the 
Creator, the covenant making, saving ,redeeming (and sometimes judging) God! 
These are God’s words: 

“And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face toward 
the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them 3 and say, ‘Mountains of Israel, 
listen to the word of the Lord God! Thus says the Lord God to the mountains, the 
hills, the ravines and the valleys: “Behold, | Myself am going to bring a sword on 
you, and | will destroy your high places. 4 


7 The slain will fall 
among you, and you will know that | am the Lord.” (Ezekiel 6:1-7 NASB)) 


Punishment is coming for this idolatry, swift and sure: 

Your doom has gone forth; the rod has 
budded, arrogance has blossomed. 11 Violence has grown into a rod of wickedness. 
None of them shall remain, none of their people, none of their wealth, nor anything 
eminent among them. 12 The time has come, the day has arrived. Let not the buyer 
rejoice nor the seller mourn; for wrath is against all their multitude. 13 Indeed, the 
seller will not regain what he sold as long as they both live; for the vision regarding 
all their multitude will not be averted, nor will any of them maintain his life by his 
iniquity. 


_19 
They will fling their silver into the streets and their gold will become an abhorren 
thing; their silver and their gold will not be able to deliver them in the day of the 
wrath of the Lord. They cannot satisfy their appetite nor can they fill their stomachs, 
for their iniquity has become an occasion of stumbling.” (Ezekiel 7: 10-19 NASB) 


Their sin is so pervasive that they have even desecrated the Temple, the very 
center of (what should have been) true worship. Now God will illustrate just how 
profane the previously holy (set aside) things have become by allowing pagans to 


physically desecrate the Temple. This happened later in history when the Romans 
destroyed the rebuilt Temple and desecrated it after their victory over the 


Maccabees (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maccabees). 


God tells Ezekiel: 
“They transformed the beauty of His ornaments into pride, and they made the 

images of their abominations and their detestable things with it; therefore | will 
make it an abhorrent thing to them. 


22 | will 
also turn My face from them, and they will profane My secret place; then robbers 
will enter and profane it.” (Ezekiel 7:20-22 NASB) 


Ezekiel is then given visions of “abominations” in the Temple, as Ezekiel 8 
graphically describes: 

“It came about in the sixth year, on the fifth day of the sixth month, as | was sitting 
in my house with the elders of Judah sitting before me, that the hand of the Lord 
God fell on me there. 2 Then | looked, and behold, a likeness as the appearance of a 
man; from His loins and downward there was the appearance of fire, and from His 
loins and upward the appearance of brightness, like the appearance of glowing 
metal, 3 He stretched out the form of a hand and caught me by a lock of my head; 
and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and brought me in the visions 
of God to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north gate of the inner court, where the 
seat of the idol of jealousy, which provokes to jealousy, was located. 4 And behold, 
the glory of the God of Israel was there, like the appearance which | saw in the 
plain. 


5 Then He said to me, “Son of man, raise your eyes now toward the north.” So | 
raised my eyes toward the north, and behold, to the north of the altar gate was this 
idol of jealousy at the entrance. 6 And He said to me, “Son of man, do you see what 
they are doing, the great abominations which the house of Israel are committing 
here, so that | would be far from My sanctuary? But yet you will see still greater 
abominations.” 


7 Then He brought me to the entrance of the court, and when !| looked, behold, a 
hole in the wall. 8 He said to me, “Son of man, now dig through the wall.” So | dug 
through the wall, and behold, an entrance. 9 And He said to me, “Go in and see the 


wicked abominations that they are committing here.” pe ae 


’” 13 And He said to me, “Yet you will see still greater 


re which they are committing.” 


foward the north; and behold, women were sting tere weeping for Tammuz. 15 


16 Then He brought me into the inner court of the Lord’s A lla tt et 


omar (Ezekiel 8 NASB) 


ate — : roa Fi 
Sun Worship from (https://dwellingintheword.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/2319- 
ezekiel-8/ezek8-sunworship/) 


David Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary (please see: 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezekiel-8/) provides some insight into 
the puzzling statement in verse 17: 


“Indeed they put 


i. “The phrase ‘put the branch to their nose’ is obscure. Jewish commentators 
understood it to refer to some revolting and wicked rite. If it was a ritual act in an 
idolatrous cult, then it is grave indeed. But no such ritual act is known among 
Semitic peoples. Some take it to be a gesture of contempt toward God.” (Feinberg) 


ii. “‘Sticking the branch to the nose’ may simply describe an insulting physical 
gesture, here employed euphemistically to express how Yahweh feels about the 
way his subjects have treated him.” (Block) 


iii. Wright had another idea: “The branch held to the nose may have been in 
imitation of the Egyptian ankh, a symbol of life, which is shown in carvings as held 
to the nose, or it may have been connected with plants sacred to Tammuz or some 
other god.” 


iv. Vawter and Hoppe argue that the text has been corrupted should read, “A 
branch in My nose.” “All that the Lord is saying is that in place of the pleasing odor 
of honest sacrificial worship (Lev. 1:9, etc.), what God is receiving from the Israelites 
comes as a Stench in God’s nostrils.” 


God again gives Ezekiel a vision- that of the slaughter of those who have 
worshipped “other gods”. These who were repulsed at this “abomination” of false 
worship identified by a mark, and spared from destruction. This is in a way similar 
to the “mark” described in the book of Revelation (13:17), except in the case of 
Revelation the mark is applied to those who worship the Beast/Antichrist and are 
allowed to have commerce! 


“Then He cried out in my hearing with a loud voice saying, “Draw near, O 
executioners of the city, each with his destroying weapon in his hand.” 2 Behold, six 
men came from the direction of the upper gate which faces north, each with his 
shattering weapon in his hand; and among them was a certain man clothed in linen 
with a writing case at his loins. And they went in and stood beside the bronze altar. 


3 Then the glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub on which it had been, 
to the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man clothed in linen at whose 


loins was the writing case. 4 The Lord said to him, senna tue nena” 


.” So they started with the 
elders who were before the temple. 7 And He said to them, “Defile the temple and 
fill the courts with the slain. Go out!” Thus they went out and struck down the 
people in the city. 8 As they were striking the people and | alone was left, | fell on 
my face and cried out saying, “Alas, Lord God! Are You destroying the whole 
remnant of Israel by pouring out Your wrath on Jerusalem?” 


9 Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is very, very 
great, and the land is filled with blood and the city is full of perversion; for they say, 
‘The Lord has forsaken the land, and the Lord does not see!’ 10 But as for Me, My 
eye will have no pity nor will | spare, but | will bring their conduct upon their heads.” 


11 Then behold, the man clothed in linen at whose loins was the writing case 
reported, saying, “| have done just as You have commanded me.” (Ezekiel 9 NASB) 
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September 3, 2019 Ezekiel 10-13 


And now the most stunning and graphic judgment of all, God removes His glory 
from the Temple. Just as the Temple had been filed with God’s glory under Solomon 
(1 Kings 8:11, 2 Chronicles 5:14), it was now removed. That which was established, 
filled and blessed, is now barren empty and devoid of God’s power. God wanted to 
make certain that Ezekiel understood the consequences of sin- death- in this case a 
spiritual death! 


Ezekiel records this awesome scene: 
“Then | looked, and behold, in the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim 
something like a sapphire stone, in appearance resembling a throne, appeared 


above them. 2 And He spoke to the man clothed in linen and said, se fre ro 


court, like the voice of God Almighty when He speaks. 

6 It came about when He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire 
from between the whirling wheels, from between the cherubim,” he entered and 
stood beside a wheel. 7 Then the cherub stretched out his hand from between the 
cherubim to the fire which was between the cherubim, took some and put it into the 


hands of the one clothed in linen, who took it and went out. 8 The cherubim 
appeared to have the form of a man’s hand under their wings. 


9 Then | looked, and behold, four wheels beside the cherubim, one wheel beside 
each cherub; and the appearance of the wheels was like the gleam of a Tarshish 
stone. 10 As for their appearance, all four of them had the same likeness, as if one 
wheel were within another wheel. 11 When they moved, they went in any of their 


four directions without turning as they went; but they followed in the direction 
which they faced, without turning as they went. 12 Their whole body, their backs, 
their hands, their wings and the wheels were full of eyes all around, the wheels 
belonging to all four of them. 13 The wheels were called in my hearing, the whirling 
wheels. 14 And each one had four faces. The first face was the face of a cherub, the 
second face was the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the 
face of an eagle. 


15 Then the cherubim rose up. They are the living beings that | saw by the river 
Chebar. 16 Now when the cherubim moved, the wheels would go beside them; also 
when the cherubim lifted up their wings to rise from the ground, the wheels would 
not turn from beside them. 17 When the cherubim stood still, the wheels would 
stand still; and when they rose up, the wheels would rise with them, for the spirit of 
the living beings was in them. 


8 


20 These are the living beings that | saw beneath the God of Israel by the river 
Chebar; so | knew that they were cherubim. 21 Each one had four faces and each 
one four wings, and beneath their wings was the form of human hands. 22 As for 
the likeness of their faces, they were the same faces whose appearance | had seen 
by the river Chebar. Each one went straight ahead.” (Ezekiel 10 NASB) 


God then orders Ezekiel to prophesy against Jazzaniah and Peletiah, two corrupt 
leaders of the people. Once Ezekiel obediently prophesies against them- they die! 
Ezekiel is overcome with grief that all of God’s people might be similarly judges and 
“removed”: The Scriptures say: 

“Then the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and He said to me, “Say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord, “So you think, house of Israel, for | know your thoughts. 6 You have multiplied 
your slain in this city, filling its streets with them.” 7 Therefore, thus says the Lord 
God, “Your slain whom you have laid in the midst of the city are the flesh and this 
city is the pot; but | will bring you out of it. 8 You have feared a sword; so /| will bring 
a sword upon you,” the Lord God declares. 9 “And | will bring you out of the midst of 
the city and deliver you into the hands of strangers and execute judgments against 


you. 10 
12 Thus you will 


know that | am the Lord; for you have not walked in My statutes nor have you 
executed My ordinances, but have acted according to the ordinances of the nations 


wr 


around you. 


13 


the remnant of Israel to a complete end?” (Ezekiel 11:5-13 NASB) 


God then promises restoration- or at least a partial restoration of His p[eople. 

Those who have honored God and kept the commandments, and truly were devoted 
followers of the Lord will be restored: 

“Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 15 “Son of man, your brothers, your 
relatives, your fellow exiles and the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those to 
whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, ‘Go far from the Lord; this land has 
been given us as a possession.’ 16 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Though 
| had removed them far away among the nations and though | had scattered them 
among the countries, yet | was a sanctuary for them a little while in the countries 
where they had gone.”’ 17 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “I will gather 
you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries among which you have 
been scattered, and !| will give you the land of Israel.”’ 18 


2 
(Ezekiel 11:14-21 NASB) 


The judgment- exile, is till coming. God tell Ezekiel that He can hold back this 
consequence no longer: 

“Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me saying, 18 “Son of man, eat your bread 
with trembling and drink your water with quivering and anxiety. 19 Then say to the 
people of the land, ‘Thus says the Lord God concerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
in the land of Israel, “They will eat their bread with anxiety and drink their water 
with horror, because their land will be stripped of its fullness on account of the 
violence of all who live in it. 20 The inhabited cities will be laid waste and the land 
will be a desolation. So you will know that | am the Lord.”’” 


21 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 22 


26 Furthermore, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 27 “Son of man, behold, 
the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he sees is for many years from now, 
and he prophesies of times far off.’ 28 Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
God, 


(Ezekiel 12:17-28 NASB) 


God makes it very clear that He is resolutely against the utterances of the “false 
prophets”- those who speak what the people- or leaders- “want to hear” instead of 
the truth from God. These false prophets are dangerous not only in their deception 
and “winking at sin”, but the are a serious distraction for the hearing of the actual 


and true prophesies from God. God is angry with these “false prophets” and will not 
allow them to stand or prevail: 

“Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Because you have spoken falsehood and seen 
a lie, therefore behold, |am against you,” declares the Lord God. 9 “So My hand will 
be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will 
have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the 
register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may 
know that | am the Lord God. 10 It is definitely because they have misled My people 
by saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace. And when anyone builds a wall, behold, 
they plaster it over with whitewash; 11 so tell those who plaster it over with 
whitewash, that it will fall. A flooding rain will come, and you, O hailstones, will fall; 
and a violent wind will break out. 12 Behold, when the wall has fallen, will you not 
be asked, ‘Where is the plaster with which you plastered it?’” 13 Therefore, thus 
says the Lord God, “I will make a violent wind break out in My wrath. There will also 
be in My anger a flooding rain and hailstones to consume it in wrath. 14 So / will 
tear down the wall which you plastered over with whitewash and bring it down to 
the ground, so that its foundation is laid bare; and when it falls, you will be 
consumed in its midst. And you will know that | am the Lord. 15 Thus | will spend My 
wrath on the wall and on those who have plastered it over with whitewash; and I! will 
say to you, ‘The wall is gone and its plasterers are gone, 16 along with the prophets 
of Israel who prophesy to Jerusalem, and who see visions of peace for her when 
there is no peace,’ declares the Lord God. 


ae prophening ran own eprationProphen ager ie iGandsa 
20 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Behold, | am against your magic bands by 
which you hunt lives there as birds and | will tear them from your arms; and I will let 


them go, even those lives whom you hunt as birds. 21 | will also tear off your veils 
and deliver My people from your hands, and they will no longer be in your hands to 


be hunted; and you will know that | am the Lord. ery hes pekar lt tg 
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~ Ezekiel 13:4-5 NKJV 


~ You have not gone tp into the Bie 
build a wall for the house of-Israel to - Rs 
stand in battle on the day of the LORD. 


September 4, 2019 Ezekiel 14-16 


God warns Ezekiel that the “idolatrous leaders” will be punished, since they are 
responsible for leading God’s people down the wrong path. God tells Ezekiel: 

“But if the prophet is prevailed upon to speak a word, it is I, the Lord, who have 
prevailed upon that prophet, and !| will stretch out My hand against him and destroy 
him from among My people Israel. 10 They will bear the punishment of their 
iniquity; as the iniquity of the inquirer is, so the iniquity of the prophet will be, 11 in 
order that the house of Israel may no longer stray from Me and no longer defile 
themselves with all their transgressions. Thus they will be My people, and | shall be 
their God,”’ declares the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 14:9-11 NASB). 


The city Jerusalem- Israel’s beloved City of Zion- will not be spared. God lists four 
specific judgments/punishments that will befall Jerusalem: 
“For thus says the Lord God, “How much more when | send My four severe 


Be dee 22 Yet, behold, survivors will be left in it who will be brought out, 


both sons and daughters. Behold, they are going to come forth to you and you will 
see their conduct and actions; then you will be comforted for the calamity which | 
have brought against Jerusalem for everything which | have brought upon it. 23 
Then they will comfort you when you see their conduct and actions, for you will 
know that | have not done in vain whatever | did to it,” declares the Lord God.” 
(Ezekiel 14:21-23 NASB) 


God then compares Jerusalem to a “useless vine”: 

“Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, how is the wood of 
the vine better than any wood of a branch which is among the trees of the forest? 3 
Can wood be taken from it to make anything, or can men take a peg from it on 
which to hang any vessel? 4 If it has been put into the fire for fuel, and the fire has 
consumed both of its ends and its middle part has been charred, is it then useful for 
anything? 5 Behold, while it is intact, it is not made into anything. How much less, 
when the fire has consumed it and it is charred, can it still be made into anything! 6 


Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘As the wood of the vine among the trees of the 
forest, which | have given to the fire for fuel, so have | given up the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; 7 and | set My face against them. Though they have come out of the fire, 
yet the fire will consume them. Then you will know that | am the Lord, when | set My 
face against them. 8 Thus | will make the land desolate, because they have acted 
unfaithfully,’” declares the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 15 NASB) 


“SON OF MAN, WHAT IS 
WHE VINE TREE MORE 
THAN ANY TREE, OR 
THAN A BRANCH WHICH 
IS AMONG THE TREES 

OF THE FOREST?” 


= EZEKIEL 15:2 - 


God then uses very graphic sexual language (verses 25,26) to liken Israel’s 
unfaithfulness to Him as an unfaithful wife. This unfaithful wife’s (or even a 
prostitute’s) unfaithfulness leads to broken relationships, distrust, and ruin. That 
which was once the most precious and intimate relationship is cheapened, cast 
aside, and taken advantage of. God speaks to Ezekiel about His sorrow and 
profound disappointment with His people and their unrelenting unfaithfulness: 
“Nevertheless, | will restore their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her 
daughters, the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, and along with them your 
own captivity, 54 in order that you may bear your humiliation and feel ashamed for 
all that you have done when you become a consolation to them. 55 Your sisters, 
Sodom with her daughters and Samaria with her daughters, [ag]will return to their 
former state, and you with your daughters will also return to your former state. 56 
As the name of your sister Sodom was not heard from your lips in your day of pride, 
57 before your wickedness was uncovered, [ah]so now you have become the 
reproach of the daughters of [aiJEdom and of all who are around her, of the 
daughters of the Philistines—those surrounding you who despise you. 58 You have 
borne the penalty of your lewdness and abominations,” the Lord declares. 59 For 
thus says the Lord God, “I will also do with you as you have done, you who have 
despised the oath by breaking the covenant.” (Ezekiel 16:53-59 NASB) 


e Ezekief 16 ay 


Even in the midst of this terrible punishment and judgment, God promises that He 
will restore His people. The punishment here is not eternal- it is for a time and for a 
purpose: 


eat 63 so that you may remember and be ashamed and never open your 


mouth anymore because of your humiliation, when | have forgiven you for all that 
you have done,” the Lord God declares.” (Ezekiel 16:60-63 NASB) 


September 5, 2019 Ezekiel 17-19 


God then relates a parable to Ezekiel- about two powerful eagles and a vine: 

“Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, propound a riddle 
and speak a parable to the house of Israel, 3 saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “A 
great eagle with great wings, long pinions and a full plumage of many colors came 
to Lebanon and took away the top of the cedar. 4 He plucked off the topmost of its 
young twigs and brought it to a land of merchants; he set it in a city of traders. 5 He 
also took some of the seed of the land and planted it in fertile soil. He placed it 
beside abundant waters; he set it like a willow. 6 Then it sprouted and became a 
low, spreading vine with its branches turned toward him, but its roots remained 
under it. So it became a vine and yielded shoots and sent out branches. 


7 “But there was another great eagle with great wings and much plumage; and 
behold, this vine bent its roots toward him and sent out its branches toward him 


from the beds where it was planted, that he might water it. 8 It was planted in good 
soil beside abundant waters, that it might yield branches and bear fruit and become 
a splendid vine.”’ 9 Say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Will it thrive? Will he not pull up 
its roots and cut off its fruit, so that it withers—so that all its sprouting leaves 
wither? And neither by great strength nor by many people can it be raised from its 
roots again. 10 Behold, though it is planted, will it thrive? Will it not completely 
wither as soon as the east wind strikes it—wither on the beds where it 
grew?”(Ezekiel 17:1-10 NASB) 


David Guzik, as always, provides illuminating and helpful commentary on the 


parable/riddle (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezekiel-17/). 


The Scriptures often interpret themselves, and in this case God provides the answer 
and meaning of this parable/riddle: 


Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
‘Behold, the king of 


Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king and princes and brought them to him in 
Babylon. 13 He took one of the royal family and made a covenant with him, putting 
him under oath. He also took away the mighty of the land, 14 that the kingdom 
might be in subjection, not exalting itself, but keeping his covenant that it might 
continue. 15 But he rebelled against him by sending his envoys to Egypt that they 
might give him horses and many troops. Will he succeed? Will he who does such 
things escape? Can he indeed break the covenant and escape? 16 As / live,’ 


the oath by ovaking the covenant 19 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “As / 


live, surely My oath which he despised and My covenant which he broke, | will inflict 
on his head. 20 | will spread My net over him, and he will be caught in My snare. 
Then | will bring him to Babylon and enter into judgment with him there regarding 
the unfaithful act which he has committed against Me. 21 All the choice men in all 
his troops will fall by the sword, and the survivors will be scattered to every wind; 
and you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken.” 


and sett du, il pluck from the topmost of ks young tgs tender one and wil 
Pe eee ene. 


All the trees of the field will know that | am the Lord; | bring down the high tree, 
exalt the low tree, dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. | am the 
Lord; | have spoken, and ! will perform it.” (Ezekiel 17:11-24 NASB) 


Ezekiel chapter 18 presents an important theology. Whereas up until this point in 
God’s revelation of Himself, the primary focus was on the relationships of groups of 
persons- a nation or a family- that would prosper or suffer as a group, God now 
explains that he is interested in the individuals. First of all, the son will not perish or 


be punished because of the sins of the father. Jesus dealt with this misconception 
in His teaching (John 9:2) and ministry. 


God clearly states His interest in the individual: 
“Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 “What do you mean by using this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, 


‘The fathers eat the sour grapes, 
But the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 


3 As I live,” declares the Lord God, “you are surely not going to use this proverb in 
” (Ezekiel 18:1-4 NASB) 


God is concerned that all(or any given person) would repent and live: 


ee “Repent and turn away from all your transgressions, so that 


iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you. 31 Cast away from you all your 
transgressions which you have committed and make yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 


ZA 


(Ezekiel 18:30-32 NASB) 


This is not to say, of course. That the effects and consequences of sin do not extend 
over time- the generations of persons in this country living after the stain of slavery 
was removed and outlawed still pay the price each day for the evil that was 
committed by persons now long gone from the earth and from their families. 


To illustrate the pervasive power of the sins “of the past”, Ezekiel laments the 
terrible fate that the “princes of Israel” will face because of the rebellion and sins of 
their predecessors. They are not being punished for any particular sin of their own 
(although they are undoubtedly imperfect and sin themselves), but are caught up in 
the terrible consequences of the rebellion and sin of those before them- either as a 
nation or a family. 


Ezekiel laments: 


' 


4 ‘Then nations heard about him; 
He was captured in their pit, 

And they brought him with hooks 
To the land of Egypt. 


5 ‘When she saw, as she waited, 

That her hope was Jost, 

She took another of her cubs 

And made him a young lion. 

6 ‘And he walked about among the lions; 
He became a young lion, 

He learned to tear his prey; 

He devoured men. 

7 ‘He destroyed their fortified towers 
And laid waste their cities; 

And the land and its fullness were appalled 
Because of the sound of his roaring. 


10 ‘Your mother was like a vine in your vineyard, 
Planted by the waters; 

It was fruitful and full of branches 

Because of abundant waters. 

11 ‘And it had strong branches fit for scepters of rulers, 
And its height was raised above the clouds 

So that it was seen in its height with the mass of its branches. 
12 ‘But it was plucked up in fury; 

It was cast down to the ground; 

And the east wind dried up its fruit. 

Its strong branch was torn off 

So that it withered; 

The fire consumed it. 


13 


This is a lamentation, and has become a lamentation.” (Ezekiel 19 NASB) 


http://orophecyinthemaking.blogspot.com/2012/05/eager-lion-2012prophecy- 
fulfillment-of.html 


September 6, 2019 Ezekiel 20-21 


God then relates a summary of His dealing with His people Israel, starting with the 
deliverance from the slavery in Egypt, and concluding with His covenant 
relationship with them, in which they will serve the True God only- not idols of wood 
or stone (verses 18 and 32): 

“Now in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth of the month, certain of 
the elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and sat before me. 2 And the word 
of the Lord came to me saying, 3 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel and say 
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Do you come to inquire of Me? As | live,” 
declares the Lord God, “I! will not be inquired of by you.”’ 4 Will you judge them, will 
you judge them, son of man? Make them know the abominations of their fathers; 5 
and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “On the day when | chose Israel and 
swore to the descendants of the house of Jacob and made Myself known to them in 
the land of Egypt, when | swore to them, saying, | am the Lord your God, 6 on that 
day | swore to them, to bring them out from the land of Egypt into a land that | had 
selected for them, flowing with milk and honey, which Is the glory of all lands. 71 
said to them, ‘Cast away, each of you, the detestable things of his eyes, and do not 
defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt; | am the Lord your God.’ 8 But they 
rebelled against Me and were not willing to listen to Me; they did not cast away the 
detestable things of their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt. 


Then | resolved to pour out My wrath on them, to accomplish My anger against 
them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 9 But | acted for the sake of My name, that it 
should not be profaned in the sight of the nations among whom they lived, in whose 
sight | made Myself known to them by bringing them out of the land of Egypt. 10 So 
| took them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. 11 1 gave 
them My statutes and informed them of My ordinances, by which, if a man observes 
them, he will live. 12 Also | gave them My sabbaths to be a sign between Me and 
them, that they might know that | am the Lord who sanctifies them. 13 But the 


house of Israel rebelled against Me in the wilderness. They did not walk in My 
statutes and they rejected My ordinances, by which, if a man observes them, he will 
live; and My sabbaths they greatly profaned. Then | resolved to pour out My wrath 
on them in the wilderness, to annihilate them. 14 But | acted for the sake of My 
name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, before whose sight | 
had brought them out. 15 Also | swore to them in the wilderness that | would not 
bring them into the land which | had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which 
is the glory of all lands, 16 because they rejected My ordinances, and as for My 
statutes, they did not walk in them; they even profaned My sabbaths, for their heart 
continually went after their idols. 17 Yet My eye spared them rather than destroying 
them, and I did not cause their annihilation in the wilderness. 


19/!am the 
Lord your God; walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and observe them. 20 
Sanctify My sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and you, that you may 
know that | am the Lord your God.’ 21 But the children rebelled against Me; they did 
not walk in My statutes, nor were they careful to observe My ordinances, by which, 
if aman observes them, he will live; they profaned My sabbaths. So | resolved to 
pour out My wrath on them, to accomplish My anger against them in the wilderness. 
22 But | withdrew My hand and acted for the sake of My name, that it should not be 
profaned in the sight of the nations in whose sight | had brought them out. 23 Also | 
swore to them in the wilderness that | would scatter them among the nations and 
disperse them among the lands, 24 because they had not observed My ordinances, 
but had rejected My statutes and had profaned My sabbaths, and their eyes were on 
the idols of their fathers. 25 | also gave them statutes that were not good and 
ordinances by which they could not live; 26 and | pronounced them unclean 
because of their gifts, in that they caused all their firstborn to pass through the fire 
so that | might make them desolate, in order that they might know that | am the 
Lord.”’ 


27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel and say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord God, “Yet in this your fathers have blasohemed Me by acting treacherously 
against Me. 28 When | had brought them into the land which | swore to give to 
them, then they saw every high hill and every leafy tree, and they offered there 
their sacrifices and there they presented the provocation of their offering. There 
also they made their soothing aroma and there they poured out their drink 
offerings. 29 Then | said to them, ‘What is the high place to which you go?’ So its 
name is called Bamah to this day.”’ 30 Therefore, say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus 
says the Lord God, “Will you defile yourselves after the manner of your fathers and 
play the harlot after their detestable things? 31 When you offer your gifts, when you 
cause your sons to pass through the fire, you are defiling yourselves with all your 
idols to this day. And shall 1 be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As | live,” 
declares the Lord God, “I will not be inquired of by you. 32 


(Ezekiel 20:1-32 NASB) 


God then (again) promises restoration of His people. His mercy is greater than His 
need to exact punishment and correction from His people- so He promises to 
graciously relent: 


“As | live,” declares the Lord God, “surely with a mighty hand and with an 
outstretched arm and with wrath poured out, | shall be king over you. 34 | will bring 
you out from the peoples and gather you from the lands where you are scattered, 
with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out; 35 
and | will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there | will enter into 
judgment with you face to face. 36 As | entered into judgment with your fathers in 
the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so / will enter into judgment with you,” declares 
the Lord God. 37 


39 “As for you, O house of Israel,” thus says the Lord God, “Go, serve everyone his 
idols; but later you will surely listen to Me, and My holy name you will profane no 
longer with your gifts and with your idols. 40 


45 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 46 “Son of man, set your face 
toward Teman, and speak out against the south and prophesy against the forest 
land of the Negev, 47 and say to the forest of the Negev, ‘Hear the word of the 
Lord: thus says the Lord God, “Behold, | am about to kindle a fire in you, and it will 
consume every green tree in you, as well as every dry tree; the blazing flame will 
not be quenched and the whole surface from south to north will be burned by it. 48 
All flesh will see that I, the Lord, have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.”’” 49 
Then | said, “Ah Lord God! They are saying of me, ‘Is he not just speaking 
parables?’” (Ezekiel 20:33-49 NASB) 


God likens His instruments of destruction and judgment to a sharpened sword: 

And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face toward 
Jerusalem, and speak against the sanctuaries and prophesy against the land of 
Israel; 3 and say to the land of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Behold, | am against 
you; and | will draw My sword out of its sheath and cut off from you the righteous 
and the wicked. 4 Because | will cut off from you the righteous and the wicked, 
therefore My sword will go forth from its sheath against all flesh from south to north. 
5 Thus all flesh will know that I, the Lord, have drawn My sword out of its sheath. It 
will not return to its sheath again.”’ 6 As for you, son of man, groan with breaking 
heart and bitter grief, groan in their sight. 7 And when they say to you, ‘Why do you 
groan?’ you shall say, ‘Because of the news that is coming; and every heart will 


melt, all hands will be feeble, every spirit will faint and all knees will be weak as 
water. Behold, it comes and it will happen,’ declares the Lord God.” 


8 Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 “Son of man, prophesy and Say, 
‘Thus says the Lord.’ Say, 


Or shall we rejoice, the rod of My son despising every tree? 11 It is given to be 
polished, that it may be handled; the sword is sharpened and polished, to give it 
into the hand of the slayer. 12 Cry out and wail, son of man; for it is against My 
people, it is against all the officials of Israel. They are delivered over to the sword 
with My people, therefore strike your thigh. 13 For there Is a testing; and what if 
even the rod which despises will be no more?” declares the Lord God. 


4 


. "(Ezekiel 21:1-17 NASB) 


God tells Ezekiel that Babylon, with its terribly efficient killing machine of an army, 
is the very “sword” that He will use to punish and correct His people: 


build a siege wall. 23 And it will be to them like a false divination in their eyes; they 
have sworn solemn oaths. But he brings iniquity to remembrance, that they may be 
seized. 


24 “Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Because you have made your iniquity to be 
remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your deeds 
your sins appear—because you have come to remembrance, you will be seized with 
the hand. 25 And you, O slain, wicked one, the prince of Israel, whose day has 
come, in the time of the punishment of the end,’ 26 thus says the Lord God, 
‘Remove the turban and take off the crown; this will no longer be the same. Exalt 
that which is low and abase that which Is high. 27 A ruin, a ruin, a ruin, | will make 


it. This also will be no more until He comes whose right it is, and | will give it to 
Him.’ 


28 “And you, son of man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God concerning 
the sons of Ammon and concerning their reproach,’ and say: ‘A sword, a sword is 
drawn, polished for the slaughter, to cause it to consume, that it may be like 
lightning— 29 while they see for you false visions, while they divine lies for you—to 
place you on the necks of the wicked who are slain, whose day has come, in the 
time of the punishment of the end. 30 Return it to its sheath. In the place where you 
were created, in the land of your origin, | will judge you. 31 | will pour out My 
indignation on you; | will blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and | will give you 
into the hand of brutal men, skilled in destruction. 32 You will be fuel for the fire; 
your blood will be in the midst of the land. You will not be remembered, for I, the 
Lord, have spoken.” (Ezekiel 21: 18-32 NASB) 


* wS3ace.com/stardust 


Ezekiel 
21:27 sissies 


EIT [HIM]. 


September 7, 2019 Ezekiel 22-24 


God shares His vision and judgments about the state of affairs that Israel- His 
people- have sunk to. There is so often in my own life a tendency to put a “happy 
face” on my own Spiritual health, to only see the partial obedience and occasional 
worship as “good” and ignore the many times | have selfishly displeased God. God 
tells Ezekiel what He sees: 

“And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 18 “Son of man, the house of Israel 
has become dross to Me; all of them are bronze and tin and iron and lead in the 
furnace; they are the dross of silver. 19 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Because 
all of you have become dross, therefore, behold, |am going to gather you into the 
midst of Jerusalem. 20 As they gather silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin 
into the furnace to blow fire on it in order to melt it, so | will gather you in My anger 
and in My wrath and | will lay you there and melt you. 21 | will gather you and blow 
on you with the fire of My wrath, and you will be melted in the midst of it. 22 As 
silver is melted in the furnace, so you will be melted in the midst of it; and you will 
know that I, the Lord, have poured out My wrath on you.’” 


23 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 a ea lid 


27 Her princes within her are like wolves tearing the prey, by shedding blood and 
destroying lives in order to get dishonest gain. 28 Her prophets have smeared 
whitewash for them, seeing false visions and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus 
says the Lord God,’ when the Lord has not spoken. 29 The people of the land have 
practiced oppression and committed robbery, and they have wronged the poor and 
needy and have oppressed the sojourner without justice. 30 | searched for a man 
among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the 
land, so that | would not destroy it; but | found no one. 31 Thus | have poured out 
My indignation on them; | have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way 
| have brought upon their heads,” declares the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 22:17-31 NASB) 


In a graphically sexual parable, God compares His straying people to two sisters, 
both given into prostitution and lewdness. God sees the unfaithfulness of His 
people as if they were lovers who have spurned Him, abandoned Him, and thrown 
themselves at others. This illustrates the deep and enormous pain of losing one 
who is your beloved - who then throws herself at the nearest “lover”. AS in the book 
of Hosea, God likens spiritual and sexual unfaithfulness. Unfortunately | am all too 
familiar with this tragedy and pain: 


5 “Oholah played the harlot while she was Mine; and she lusted after her lovers, 
after the Assyrians, her neighbors, 6 who were clothed in purple, governors and 
Officials, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding on horses. 7 She 
bestowed her harlotries on them, all of whom were the choicest men of Assyria; and 
with all whom she lusted after, with all their idols she defiled herself. 8 She did not 
forsake her harlotries from the time in Egypt; for in her youth men had lain with her, 
and they handled her virgin bosom and poured out their lust on her. 9 Therefore, | 
gave her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, after whom she 
lusted, 10 They uncovered her nakedness; they took her sons and her daughters, 


but they slew her with the sword. Thus she became a byword among women, and 
they executed judgments on her. 


11 “Now her sister Oholibah saw this, yet she was more corrupt in her lust than she, 
and her harlotries were more than the harlotries of her sister. 12 She lusted after 
the Assyrians, governors and Officials, the ones near, magnificently dressed, 
horsemen riding on horses, all of them desirable young men. 13 1 saw that she had 
defiled herself; they both took the same way. 14 So she increased her harlotries. 


And she saw men portrayed on the wall, images of the Chaldeans portrayed with 
vermilion, 15 girded with belts on their loins, with flowing turbans on their heads, all 
of them looking like officers, like the Babylonians in Chaldea, the land of their birth. 
16 When she saw them she /usted after them and sent messengers to them in 
Chaldea. 17 The Babylonians came to her to the bed of love and defiled her with 
their harlotry. And when she had been defiled by them, she became disgusted with 
them. 18 She uncovered her harlotries and uncovered her nakedness; then | 
became disgusted with her, as | had become disgusted with her sister. 19 Yet she 
multiplied her harlotries, remembering the days of her youth, when she played the 
harlot in the land of Egypt. 20 She lusted after their paramours, whose flesh is like 
the flesh of donkeys and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 21 Thus you longed 
for the lewdness of your youth, when the Egyptians handled your bosom because of 
the breasts of your youth. 


22 “Therefore, O Oholibah, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold | will arouse your lovers 
against you, from whom you were alienated, and /| will bring them against you from 
every side: 23 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and 
all the Assyrians with them; desirable young men, governors and Officials all of 
them, officers and men of renown, all of them riding on horses. 24 They will come 
against you with weapons, chariots and wagons, and with a company of peoples. 
They will set themselves against you on every side with buckler and shield and 
helmet; and | will commit the judgment to them, and they will judge you according 
to their customs. 25 | will set My jealousy against you, that they may deal with you 
in wrath. They will remove your nose and your ears; and your survivors will fall by 
the sword. They will take your sons and your daughters; and your survivors will be 
consumed by the fire. 26 They will also strip you of your clothes and take away your 
beautiful jewels. 27 Thus | will make your lewdness and your harlotry brought from 
the land of Egypt to cease from you, so that you will not lift up your eyes to them or 
remember Egypt anymore.’ 28 For thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, | will give you 
into the hand of those whom you hate, into the hand of those from whom you were 
alienated. 29 They will deal with you in hatred, take all your property, and leave you 
naked and bare. And the nakedness of your harlotries will be uncovered, both your 
lewdness and your harlotries. 30 These things will be done to you because you have 
played the harlot with the nations, because you have defiled yourself with their 
idols. 31 You have walked in the way of your sister; therefore | will give her cup into 
your hand.’ 32 Thus says the Lord God, 


‘You will drink your sister’s cup, 

Which is deep and wide. 

You will be laughed at and held in derision; 

It contains much. 

33 ‘You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, 

The cup of horror and desolation, 

The cup of your sister Samaria. 

34 ‘You will drink it and drain it. 

Then you will gnaw its fragments 

And tear your breasts; 

for | have spoken,’ declares the Lord God. 35 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 
‘Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, bear now the 
punishment of your lewdness and your harlotries.’” 


36 Moreover, the Lord said to me, “Son of man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah? 
Then declare to them their abominations. 37 For they have committed adultery, and 
blood is on their hands. Thus they have committed adultery with their idols and 
even caused their sons, whom they bore to Me, to pass through the fire to them as 
food. 38 Again, they have done this to Me: they have defiled My sanctuary on the 
same day and have profaned My sabbaths. 39 For when they had slaughtered their 
children for their idols, they entered My sanctuary on the same day to profane it; 
and lo, thus they did within My house. 


40 “Furthermore, they have even sent for men who come from afar, to whom a 
messenger was sent; and lo, they came—for whom you bathed, painted your eyes 
and decorated yourselves with ornaments; 41 and you sat on a splendid couch with 
a table arranged before it on which you had set My incense and My oil. 42 The 
sound of a carefree multitude was with her; and drunkards were brought from the 
wilderness with men of the common sort. And they put bracelets on the hands of 
the women and beautiful crowns on their heads. 


43 “Then | said concerning her who was worn out by adulteries, ‘Will they now 
commit adultery with her when she is thus?’ 44 [ag/But they went in to her as they 
would go in to a harlot. Thus they went in to Oholah and to Oholibah, the lewd 
women. 45 But they, righteous men, will judge them with the judgment of 
adulteresses and with the judgment of women who shed blood, because they are 
adulteresses and blood is on their hands. 


” (Ezekiel 23 


NASB) 


Notice that the Scripture, as it does so many times, interprets itself. God explains 
to Ezekiel that Samaria is “Oholah” and Jerusalem is “Ohilibah” (verse 4). The 
purpose of this correction and judgment is also clear- that “you will know that | am 
the Lord God” (verse 49). 


According to Wikipeda, “"Oholah and Oholibah": the pejorative names containing a 
pun in the Hebrew, Oholah means "her tent", and Oholibah means "my tent is in 
her", suggesting that "God's real dwelling (tent) was in Jerusalem." "Tent" also 


means "tabernacle".(https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezekiel_23) 


You will be filled wit 
drunkenness and SOFTOW, 


The cup of horroniand desolation, 


The cup of your sister‘Samaria. 


Ezekiel 23:33 


(https://1O0mfh.com/out-of-contxt-ezekiel-2333/) 


Ezekiel 24 brings us a “parable” (verses 1-14) and a tragedy (verses 15-27). Ezekiel 
is told by God to set up a boiling pot, and then after the pot has boiled, to spill the 
pot over into the fire. The “rust” in the pot seems to symbolize the sin and 
uncleanness of God’s people (verses 6-7). This symbolically represents what will 
happen to God’s people from the Babylonian army. The death of Ezekiel’s wife 
(unnamed), is used by God as a harbinger of the tragedy and loss of life that are the 
consequences of Judah’s enormous sin. 


Ezekiel writes: 

And the word of the Lord came to me in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the 
tenth of the month, saying, 2 “Son of man, write the name of the day, this very day. 
The king of Babylon has laid siege to Jerusalem this very day. 3 Speak a parable to 
the rebellious house and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, 


“Put on the pot, put it on and also pour water in it; 
4 Put in it the pieces, 

Every good piece, the thigh and the shoulder; 

Fill it with choice bones. 

5 “Take the choicest of the flock, 

And also pile wood under the pot. 

Make it boil vigorously. 

Also seethe its bones in it.” 


6 ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 


“Woe to the bloody city, 

To the pot in which there is rust 

And whose rust has not gone out of it! 
Take out of it piece after piece, 
Without making a choice. 


8 “That it may cause wrath to come up to take vengeance, 
| have put her blood on the bare rock, 
That it may not be covered.” 


9 ‘Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 


“Woe to the bloody city! 

/ also will make the pile great. 

10 “Heap on the wood, kindle the fire, 
Boil the flesh well 

And mix in the spices, 

And let the bones be burned. 

11 “Then set it empty on its coals 

So that it may be hot 

And its bronze may glow 

And its filthiness may be melted in it, 
Its rust consumed. 


14 |, the Lord, have spoken; it is coming and / will act. | will not relent, and | will not 
pity and | will not be sorry; according to your ways and according to your deeds | 
will judge you,” declares the Lord God.’” (Ezekiel 24:1-14 NASB) 


God then warns Ezekiel that he will lose his wife- suddenly, “with a blow” (verse 
16)- and he is not to mourn her publicly: 


17 Groan silently; make no mourning 
for the dead. Bind on your turban and put your shoes on your feet, and do not cover 
your mustache and do not eat the bread of men.” 18 So | spoke to the people in the 
morning, and in the evening my wife died. And in the morning | did as | was 
commanded. 19 The people said to me, 


25 ‘As for you, son of man, will it not be on the day when | take from them their 
stronghold, the joy of their pride, the desire of their eyes and their heart’s delight, 
their sons and their daughters, 26 that on that day he who escapes will come to you 
with information for your ears? 27 On that day your mouth will be opened to him 
who escaped, and you will speak and be mute no longer. Thus you will be a sign to 
them, and they will know that | am the Lord.’” (Ezekiel 24:15-27 NASB) 


September 8, 2019 Ezekiel 25-29 


It is not only Israel/Judah/Jerusalem that will be judges and punished. Ezekel 
chapters 25-29 describe the judgment and punishment of the “pagan” nations as 
well. They do not escape judgment, even though they are not in a special covenant 
relationship with God. Paul addresses this same issue in his letter to the church in 
Romans (Romans 10:14-21), in which those unbelievers have “no exceuse” for 
obeying the laws relating to the moral structure of the universe as created by God. 


In Ezekle 25-29, the following nations or groups are singled out for judgments: 

1) Ammon -Ezekiel 25:1-7: 

“And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face toward 
the sons of Ammon and prophesy against them, 3 and say to the sons of Ammon, 
‘Hear the word of the Lord God! Thus says the Lord God, “Because you said, ‘Aha!’ 
against My sanctuary when it was profaned, and against the land of Israel when it 
was made desolate, and against the house of Judah when they went into exile, 4 
therefore, behold, |!am going to give you to the sons of the east for a possession, 
and they will set their encampments among you and make their dwellings among 
you; they will eat your fruit and drink your milk. 5 | will make Rabbah a pasture for 
camels and the sons of Ammon a resting place for flocks. Thus you will know that | 
am the Lord.” 6 For thus says the Lord God, “Because you have clapped your hands 
and stamped your feet and rejoiced with all the scorn of your soul against the land 
of Israel, 7 


(Ezekiel 25:1-77 NASB) 
2) Moab- Ezekiel 25:8-11: 


“Thus says the Lord God, “Because Moab and Seir say, ‘Behold, the house of Judah 
is like all the nations,’ 9 therefore, behold, | am going to deprive the flank of Moab 
of its cities, of its cities which are on its frontiers, the glory of the land, Beth- 
jeshimoth, Baal-meon and Kiriathaim, 10 and | will give it for a possession along 
with the sons of Ammon to the sons of the east, so that the sons of Ammon will not 
be remembered among the nations. 11 
(Ezekel 25:8-11 NASB) 


3) Edom- Ezekiel 25:12-14: 


‘Thus says the Lord God, “Because Edom has acted against the house of Judah by 
taking vengeance, and has incurred grievous guilt, and avenged themselves upon 
them,” 13 therefore thus says the Lord God, “I will also stretch out My hand against 
Edom and cut off man and beast from it. And | will lay it waste; from Teman even to 
Dedan they will fall by the sword. 14 | will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand 
of My people Israel. 


(Ezekiel 25:12-14 NASB) 
4) Philistia- Ezekiel 25:15-17: 


‘Thus says the Lord God, “Because the Philistines have acted in revenge and have 
taken vengeance with scorn of soul to destroy with everlasting enmity,” 16 
therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, | will stretch out My hand against the 
Philistines, even cut off the Cherethites and destroy the remnant of the seacoast. 17 
/ will execute great vengeance on them with wrathful rebukes; 

(Ezekiel 25:15-17 NASB) 


5) Tyre and the King of Tyre -Ezekiel 26-27 (Tyre) and 28 (the King of Tyre): 


“Now in the eleventh year, on the first of the month, the word of the Lord came to 
me saying, 2 “Son of man, because Tyre has said concerning Jerusalem, ‘Aha, the 
gateway of the peoples is broken; it has opened to me. | shall be filled, now that she 
is laid waste,’ 3 therefore thus says the Lord God, 


4 They 
will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers; and | will scrape her 
debris from her and make her a bare rock. 5 She will be a place for the spreading of 
nets in the midst of the sea, for | have spoken,’ declares the Lord God, ‘and she will 
become spoil for the nations. 6 Also her daughters who are on the mainland will be 
slain by the sword, and they will know that | am the Lord.’” 


7 For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, | will bring upon Tyre from the north 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses, chariots, cavalry and a 
great army. 8 He will slay your daughters on the mainland with the sword; and he 
will make siege walls against you, cast up a ramp against you and raise up a large 
shield against you. 9 The blow of his battering rams he will direct against your walls, 
and with his axes he will break down your towers. 10 Because of the multitude of 
his horses, the dust raised by them will cover you; your walls will shake at the noise 
of cavalry and wagons and chariots when he enters your gates as men enter a city 
that is breached. 11 With the hoofs of his horses he will trample all your streets. He 
will slay your people with the sword; and your strong pillars will come down to the 
ground. 12 Also they will make a spoil of your riches and a prey of your 
merchandise, break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses, and throw 
your stones and your timbers and your debris into the water. 13 So / will silence the 
sound of your songs, and the sound of your harps will be heard no more. 14 | will 
make you a bare rock; you will be a place for the spreading of nets. You will be built 
no more, for | the Lord have spoken,” declares the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 26:1-14 
NASB) 


Much of our understanding and theology about Satan/Lucifer/ the Angel of Light 
comes from a careful reading of Ezekiel 28:11-19. After a lament over the earthly 
King of Tyre, the descriptions and tone of the narrative of prophesy profoundly 
change. WE see this prophesy “over” the King of Tyre: 


Again the word of the Lord came to me saying, 12 “Son of man, take up a 
lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord God, 


“You had the seal of perfection, 

Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

13 “You were in Eden, the garden of God; 
Every precious stone was your covering: 

The ruby, the topaz and the diamond; 

The beryl, the onyx and the jasper; 

The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; 
And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, 
Was in you. 

On the day that you were created 

They were prepared. 

14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers, 
And | placed you there. 

You were on the holy mountain of God; 

You walked in the midst of the stones of fire. 
15 “You were blameless in your ways 

From the day you were created 

Until unrighteousness was found in you. 

16 “By the abundance of your trade 

You were internally filled with violence, 


And | have destroyed you, O covering cherub, 
From the midst of the stones of fire. 


” (Ezekiel 28:11-19 NASN) 


A. Attributes 
Creature (15) 
Angel (14, 16) 


Powerful (14) 
Without sin (15) 
Beautiful (12) 
Intelligent (12) 
B. Nature of 1° sin (17) 


Many Bible teachers and scholars believe that Satan’s motivation was pride- 
arrogant pride- that motivated this fallen created being- in Isaiah 14:14 we see 
these words: “ 

1 will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High. ' 
(Isaiah 14:14 NASB) 


David Guzik’s Blue Letter Bible adds further insight into this description in Isaiah of 
the King of Babylon, who is a representative of and ultimately a symbol of the 


ultimate source of evil- Satan/Lucifer 
(https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017-Isa/Isa- 
14.cfm): “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! “Here, the 
prophet identifies the king of Babylon as Lucifer, son of the morning. Some debate if 
Lucifer is a name or a title; the word means morning star or day star, referring toa 
brightly shining object in the heavens. Whether it is a title or a name makes little 
difference; this once brightly shining king of Babylon is now fallen from heaven.” 


5) Sidon -Ezekiel 28:20-24: 
Lastly, Ezekiel prophesies about the punishment that is to befall Sidon: 


“And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 21 “Son of man, set your face toward 
Sidon, prophesy against her 22 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, 


“Behold, | am against you, O Sidon, 

And | will be glorified in your midst. 

Then they will know that | am the Lord when | execute judgments in her, 
And | will manifest My holiness in her. 

23 “For! will send pestilence to her 

And blood to her streets, 

And the wounded will fall in her midst 

By the sword upon her on every side; 

Then they will know that | am the Lord. 


24 And there will be no more for the house of Israel a prickling brier or a painful 
thorn from any round about them who scorned them; 
.” (Ezekiel 28:20-24 NASB) 


God then offers His plan for the restoration of His people, now that they have 
received their punishment and judgment. 


‘Thus says the Lord God, “When | gather the house of Israel from the peoples 


among whom they are scattered, and will manifest My holiness in them in the sight 
of the nations, then they will live in their land which I gave to My servant Jacob. 26 


” (Ezekiel 28:25-26 NASB) 


TRIBES NABATU TRIBES 


September 9, 2019 Ezekiel 29-32 


The next set of chapters in Ezekiel concerns God’s judgment of, and lament over 
Egypt. First God tells Ezekiel that Egypt will be judges and laid to waste: 

“In the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the twelfth of the month, the word of the 
Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt 
and prophesy against him and against all Egypt. 3 Speak and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord God, 


4 “Il will put hooks in your jaws 
And make the fish of your rivers cling to your scales. 

And | will bring you up out of the midst of your rivers, 

And all the fish of your rivers will cling to your scales. 

5 “| will abandon you to the wilderness, you and all the fish of your rivers; 

You will fall on the open field; you will not be brought together or gathered. 

| have given you for food to the beasts of the earth and to the birds of the sky. 
6 “Then all the inhabitants of Egypt will know that I! am the Lord, 

Because they have been only a staff made of reed to the house of Israel. 

7 “When they took hold of you with the hand, 

You broke and tore all their hands; 

And when they leaned on you, 

You broke and made all their loins quake.” 


8 
waste. Then they will know that | am the Lord.” (Ezekiel 29:1-9 NASB) 


The purpose- that Egypt (and all nations witnessing this terrible destruction) will 
know that the Lord (and the Lord only!) is God (verse 9). David Guzik 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezekiel-29/) offers very helpful 


commentary and background on these four chapters: 


In the tenth year: 
. At this time there were still some in Judah and Jerusalem who hoped that 


Egypt would rescue them from the powerful Babylonians. 


ii. “As we have realized in reading this prophecy and that of Jeremiah, the political 
peril had been that created by the look of these people toward Egypt. This 
accounted for the length and definiteness of these messages.” (Morgan) 


iii. “The date given in verse 1 is explicit. lt was a year and two days after 
Nebuchadnezzar had invested Jerusalem (24:1-2; Il Kings 25:1), and seven months 
before its destruction (Il Kings 25:3-8).” (Feinberg) 


Verses 17-21 of Ezekiel 29 illustrate the promised destruction and overthrow of 
Egypt by the more powerful Babylonians, and then follows a verse (verse 21) that 
some have interpreted as Messianic, and other scholars insist is a reference to the 
restoration of Israel and possible change of the people to become more receptive to 
Ezekiel’s messages: 


, the 
word of the Lord came to me saying, 18 “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon made his army labor hard against Tyre; every head was made bald and 
every shoulder was rubbed bare. But he and his army had no wages from Tyre for 
the labor that he had performed against it.” 19 Therefore thus says the Lord God, 


. 201 have given him the land of Egypt for his labor which he 
performed, because they acted for Me,” declares the Lord God. 


21 
(Ezekiel 29:17- 


21 NASB) 


Guzik writes: In that day | will cause the horn of the house of Israel to spring forth: 
As God allowed Egypt to be pillaged, He would also restore strength to Israel. In all 


this work, God would reveal Himself Israel and the world (they shall know that | am 
}: 
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ii. “The prophet added a word of promise for the Jews (v. 21), assuring them that 
there would come for them a time of restoration when He would give them new 
strength (the budding horn) for their new challenges.” (Wiersbe) 


(Alexander) 


iv. | will open your mouth to speak in their midst: “This seems to mean that the 
skepticism of the captives regarding Ezekiel would be removed and they would 
come to regard him as a true prophet.” (Smith) 


God laments over Egypt, apparently for the pagan worship practiced there- 
particularly idol worship: 
‘Thus says the Lord God, 


14 “I will make Pathros desolate, 
Set a fire in Zoan 
And execute judgments on Thebes. 
15 “I will pour out My wrath on Sin, 
The stronghold of Egypt; 
/ will also cut off the hordes of Thebes. 
16 “I! will set a fire in Egypt; 
Sin will writhe in anguish, 
Thebes will be breached 
And Memphis will have distresses daily. 
17 “The young men of On and of Pi-beseth 
Will fall by the sword, 
And the women will go into captivity. 
18 “In Tehaphnehes the day will be dark 
When | break there the yoke bars of Egypt. 
Then the pride of her power will cease in her; 
A cloud will cover her, 
And her daughters will go into captivity. 
19 
.”’” (Ezekiel 30:13-19 NASB) 


God then describes to Ezekiel the victory that is given to the Babylonians 
conquering and humbling Egypt, a victory that He has provided: “/n the eleventh 
year, in the first month, on the seventh of the month, the word of the Lord came to 
me saying, 21 “Son of man, ; and, 


behold, it has not been bound up for healing or wrapped with a bandage, that it 
may be strong to hold the sword. 22 Therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, | 
am against Pharaoh king of Egypt and will break his arms, both the strong and the 
broken; and | will make the sword fall from his hand. 23 | will scatter the Egyptians 
among the nations and disperse them among the lands. 24 


25 Thus | will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh 

will fall. Then they will know that | am the Lord, when / put My sword into the hand 
of the king of Babylon and he stretches it out against the land of Egypt. 26 When | 

scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse them among the lands, then 
they will know that | am the Lord.’” (Ezekiel 30:20-26 NASB) 


Ezekiel - the Book 
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(http://mbhumanistsatheists.ca/day-252/ezekiel-32/) Note the reference! 


The Pharaoh is warned- God tells Egypt- through Ezekiel- that Assyria- once 
powerful and beautiful- has been totally ravished by Babylon: 

“In the eleventh year, in the third month, on the first of the month, the word of the 
Lord came to me saying, 2 “ 


5 ‘Therefore its height was loftier than all the trees of the field 
And its boughs became many and its branches long 

Because of many waters as it spread them out. 

6 ‘All the birds of the heavens nested in its boughs, 

And under its branches all the beasts of the field gave birth, 

And all great nations lived under its shade. 

7 ‘So it was beautiful in its greatness, in the length of its branches; 
For its roots extended to many waters. 

8 ‘The cedars in God’s garden could not match it; 

The cypresses could not compare with its boughs, 

And the plane trees could not match its branches. 

No tree in God’s garden could compare with it in its beauty. 

9 ‘I made it beautiful with the multitude of its branches, 

And all the trees of Eden, which were in the garden of God, were jealous of it. 


10 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Because it is high in stature and has set its 
top among the clouds, and its heart is haughty in its loftiness, 11 therefore | will 
give it into the hand of a despot of the nations; he will thoroughly deal with it. 
According to its wickedness | have driven it away. 12 Alien tyrants of the nations 
have cut it down and left it; on the mountains and in all the valleys its branches 
have fallen and its boughs have been broken in all the ravines of the land. And all 
the peoples of the earth have gone down from its shade and left it. 13 On its ruin all 
the birds of the heavens will dwell, and all the beasts of the field will be on its fallen 
branches 14 so that all the trees by the waters may not be exalted in their stature, 
nor set their top among the clouds, nor their well-watered mighty ones stand erect 
in their height. For they have all been given over to death, to the earth beneath, 
among the sons of men, with those who go down to the pit.” 


(Ezekiel 31 NASB) 


God once again laments over Egypt, as he does over each of us not “living into” and 
becoming the persons He called us to be: 

“In the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, on the first of the month, the word of the 
Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king of 
Egypt and say to him, 


5 “Il will lay your flesh on the mountains 
And fill the valleys with your refuse. 

6 “I will also make the land drink the discharge of your blood 
As far as the mountains, 

And the ravines will be full of you. 

7 “And when | extinguish you, 

| will cover the heavens and darken their stars; 

/ will cover the sun with a cloud 

And the moon will not give its light. 

8 “All the shining lights in the heavens 

| will darken over you 

And will set darkness on your land,” 

Declares the Lord God. 


9 “I will also trouble the hearts of many peoples when !| bring your destruction 
among the nations, into lands which you have not known. 10 / will make many 
peoples appalled at you, and their kings will be horribly afraid of you when | 
brandish My sword before them; and they will tremble every moment, every man 
for his own life, on the day of your fall.” 


11 For thus says the Lord God, 


And they will devastate the pride of Egypt, 

And all its hordes will be destroyed. 

13 “I will also destroy all its cattle from beside many waters; 
And the foot of man will not muddy them anymore 


And the hoofs of beasts will not muddy them. 
14 “Then | will make their waters settle 

And will cause their rivers to run like oil,” 
Declares the Lord God. 


.” (Ezekiel 32:1-15 NASB) 


September 10, 2019 = Ezekiel 33-36 


God then tells Ezekiel that he will function as a “watchman”. Instead of standing 
guard and seeking the external enemy, Ezekiel is to discover and proclaim the 
“internal” enemy of the people- the appearance of sin and sinful practices. God 
tells Ezekiel: 


10 “Now as for you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus you have spoken, 
saying, “Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we are rotting 
away in them; how then can we survive?”’ 


12 And you, son of man, say to your fellow citizens, ‘The 
righteousness of a righteous man will not deliver him in the day of his transgression, 
and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he will not stumble because of it in the day 
when he turns from his wickedness; whereas a righteous man will not be able to live 
by his righteousness on the day when he commits sin.’ 13 When | say to the 
righteous he will surely live, and he so trusts in his righteousness that he commits 
iniquity, none of his righteous deeds will be remembered; but in that same iniquity 
of his which he has committed he will die. 14 But when | say to the wicked, ‘You will 
surely die,’ and he turns from his sin and practices justice and righteousness, 15 if a 
wicked man restores a pledge, pays back what he has taken by robbery, walks by 
the statutes which ensure life without committing iniquity, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die. 16 None of his sins that he has committed will be remembered against 
him. He has practiced justice and righteousness; he shall surely live.” (Ezekiel 33:7- 
16 NASB) 
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therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, 


and warn them from me 
EZEKIEL 33:7 


God then assures Ezekiel that he will be regarded by the people as a true prophet 
from God, as they see the things Ezekiel declares coming true before them: 

“But as for you, son of man, your fellow citizens who talk about you by the walls and 
in the doorways of the houses, speak to one another, each to his brother, saying, 
‘Come now and hear what the message is which comes forth from the Lord.’ 31 
They come to you as people come, and sit before you as My people and hear your 
words, but they do not do them, for they do the lustful desires expressed by their 
mouth, and their heart goes after their gain. 32 Behold, you are to them like a 
sensual song by one who has a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; for 
they hear your words but they do not practice them. 33 So when it comes to pass— 
as surely it will—then they will know that a prophet has been in their midst.” 
(Ezekiel 33:3—33 NASB) 


God then speaks to Ezekiel about His view of the “shepherds”- the “leaders” (in 
name only) of His people, and warns them of the consequences of leading His 
people astray: 

“Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says the Lord God, 
“Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should not the 
shepherds feed the flock? 3 You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you 
slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock. 4 Those who are sickly you have 
not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not 
bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you sought for the 
lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them. 5 They were 
scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the field 
and were scattered. 6 My flock wandered through all the mountains and on every 
high hill; My flock was scattered over all the surface of the earth, and there was no 
one to search or seek for them.”’” 


7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 “As | live,” declares the 
Lord God, “surely because My flock has become a prey, My flock has even become 
food for all the beasts of the field for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not 
search for My flock, but rather the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My 
flock; 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 ‘Thus says the Lord 
God, “Behold, | am against the shepherds, and | will demand My sheep from them 
and make them cease from feeding sheep. So the shepherds will not feed 
themselves anymore, but | will deliver My flock from their mouth, so that they will 
not be food for them.”’” (Ezekiel 34:1-10 NASB) 


In a beautiful word picture God then describes how He will care for and restore His 
sheep and serve as a true Shepherd over them. God also promises that One who is 
called “my servant David” (verse 23) will be His chosen Shepherd- Jesus Himself! 
“For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, | Myself will search for My sheep and seek 
them out. 12 As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his 
scattered sheep, so / will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places 
to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. 13 | will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them to their own 
land; and | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the 
inhabited places of the land. 14 1 will feed them in a good pasture, and their grazing 
ground will be on the mountain heights of Israel. There they will lie down on good 
grazing ground and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 | will feed My 
flock and | will lead them to rest,” declares the Lord God. 16 “I will seek the /ost, 
bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat 
and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them with judgment. 


17 “As for you, My flock, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, | will judge between one 
sheep and another, between the rams and the male goats. 18 Is it too slight a thing 
for you that you should feed in the good pasture, that you must tread down with 
your feet the rest of your pastures? Or that you should drink of the clear waters, 
that you must foul the rest with your feet? 19 As for My flock, they must eat what 
you tread down with your feet and drink what you foul with your feet!’” 


20 Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them, “Behold, |, even I, will judge between 
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push with side and with shoulder, 
and thrust at all the weak with your horns until you have scattered them abroad, 22 
therefore, | will deliver My flock, and they will no longer be a prey; and | will judge 
between one sheep and another. 


23 “Then | will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed 

25 “| will make a covenant of peace with them and eliminate harmful beasts from 
the land so that they may live securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26 
/ will make them and the places around My hill a blessing. And | will cause showers 
to come down in their season; they will be showers of blessing. 27 Also the tree of 


the field will yield its fruit and the earth will yield its increase, and they will be 
secure on their land. Then they will know that | am the Lord, when | have broken the 


bars of their yoke and have delivered them from the hand of those who enslaved 
them. 28 They will no longer be a prey to the nations, and the beasts of the earth 
will not devour them; but they will live securely, and no one will make them afraid. 
29 | will establish for them a renowned planting place, and they will not again be 
victims of famine in the land, and they will not endure the insults of the nations 
anymore. 30 Then they will know that I, the Lord their God, am with them, and that 
they, the house of Israel, are My people,” declares the Lord God. 31 “As for you, My 
sheep, the sheep of My pasture, you are men, and | am your God,” declares the 
Lord God.” (Ezekiel 34:11-31 NASB) 
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David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezekiel-34/) provides 


useful commentary and background on God’s promise to send He Shepherd to the 
people: 

|, the LORD, will be their God, and My servant David a prince among them: This 
plain promise is most appropriately seen not as a strange and imprecise reference 
to Jesus the Messiah, but as part of the several promises that King David will once 
again rule over Israel in the Millennial Kingdom (Isaiah 55:3-4, Jeremiah 30:8-9, 
Ezekiel 37:25, Hosea 3:5). 


i. Most commentators believe that this reference to David is really a reference to 
the Messiah, the Son of David, fulfilled in Jesus Christ. They would say the same of 
the many other passages (noted above) which speak of David’s future rule over 
Israel. Yet we can simply observe that if God did not intend David, He would not 
have said it. There is nothing in these texts themselves that demands it not be 
David, but the Messiah. 


ii. My servant David a prince: In this particular passage, David is not even described 
as a king, but in a lesser office - prince. The idea is that this is when Jesus Messiah 
is King over all the earth, and David rules Israel as a prince under Him. 


iii. “In Ezekiel 34:24 the prophet does not call him ‘king’ (melek) but ‘prince’ (nasi) 
.... He will not be a typical ancient Near Eastern monarch, but God's ‘servant’ who 
presides over the kingdom that God rules. This David as God’s servant has a certain 
latitude in the fulfillment of his responsibilities.” (Vawter and Hoppe) 


iv. “Significantly for our discussion, David’s divine election had earlier been 
described as a call from the ‘pasture’ (naweh), from following the flock, to be ‘ruler’ 
(nagid) of Yahweh's people Israel.” (Block) 


v. A prince among them: “The prophet emphasizes the ruler’s identification with the 
people by noting that he will be not only ‘prince over Israel’ (v. 23; cf. 19:1, etc.) but 
‘prince in their midst.’” (Block) 


God- through Ezekiel- the prophesies against “Mount Seir”- a geographic symbol for 
the Moabites: 
(see the map above). 


5 Because you have had everlasting enmity and have delivered the sons of Israel to 
the power of the sword at the time of their calamity, at the time of the punishment 
of the end, 6 therefore as | live,” declares the Lord God, “I will give you over to 
bloodshed, and bloodshed will pursue you; since you have not hated bloodshed, 
therefore bloodshed will pursue you. 7 | will make Mount Seir a waste and a 
desolation and | will cut off from it the one who passes through and returns. 8 | will 
fill its mountains with its slain; on your hills and in your valleys and in all your 
ravines those slain by the sword will fall. 9 1 will make you an everlasting desolation 
and your cities will not be inhabited. Then you will know that | am the Lord. 


10 “Because you have said, ‘These two nations and these two lands will be mine, 
and we will possess them,’ although the Lord was there, 11 therefore as | live,” 
declares the Lord God, “I will deal with you according to your anger and according 
to your envy which you showed because of your hatred against them; so | will make 
Myself known among them when | judge you. 12 Then you will know that I, the Lord, 
have heard all your revilings which you have spoken against the mountains of Israel 
saying, ‘They are laid desolate; they are given to us for food.’ 13 And you have 
spoken arrogantly against Me and have multiplied your words against Me; | have 
heard it.” 14 Thus says the Lord God, “As all the earth rejoices, | will make you a 


desolation. 15 As you rejoiced over the inheritance of the house of Israel because it 
was desolate, so | will do to you. You will be a desolation, O Mount Seir, and all 
Edom, all of it. Then they will know that | am the Lord.”’ (Ezekiel 35 NASB) 


God then promises His people that He will restore them- not for the sake of their 
name, but for His Name’s sake: 


23 | will vindicate the holiness of 
My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have 
profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that | am the Lord,” declares the 
Lord God, “when | prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24 For | will take you 
from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. 25 


, “let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for 
your ways, O house of Israel!” 


33 ‘Thus says the Lord God, “On the day that | cleanse you from all your iniquities, | 
will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste places will be rebuilt. 34 The 
desolate land will be cultivated instead of being a desolation in the sight of 
everyone who passes by. 35 They will say, ‘This desolate land has become like the 
garden of Eden; and the waste, desolate and ruined cities are fortified and 
inhabited.’ 36 Then the nations that are left round about you will know that I, the 
Lord, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted that which was desolate; |, the 
Lord, have spoken and will do it.” 


37 ‘Thus says the Lord God, “This also | will let the house of Israel ask Me to do for 
them: | will increase their men like a flock. 38 Like the flock for sacrifices, like the 
flock at Jerusalem during her appointed feasts, so will the waste cities be filled with 
flocks of men. Then they will know that | am the Lord.”’ (Ezekiel 36:22-38 NASB) 


God makes an amazing promise- He will give them a “heart of flesh” and His Spirit 
will be put “within you” (verses 26,27). This is very similar to the parallel passage 
in Jeremiah 31 (Jeremiah 31:33), and points ultimately to the filling of the Spirit at 
Pentecost (Acts 1:5-8; 2) 


| will give you a new 
heart and put a new 
spirit within you; | 
will take the heart of 
stone out of your 
flesh and give you a 
heart of flech. 


Ezekiel 36:26 


September 11, 2019 Ezekiel 37-39 


Chapter 37 of Ezekiel is perhaps the best known (other than the visions described at 
the beginning of the book) part of the Book of Ezekiel. The folk son “Dry Bones” is 
derived from the vision given by God to Ezekiel in Chapter 37. According to the 
“authoritative source” Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dem_ Bones): 

“Dem Bones" (also called "Dry Bones" and "Dem Dry Bones") is a spiritual song. The 
melody was composed by author and songwriter James Weldon Johnson (1871- 
1938) and his brother, J. Rosamond Johnson.[1] First recorded by The Famous Myers 
Jubilee Singers in 1928. Both a long and a shortened version of the song are widely 
known. The lyrics are inspired by Ezekiel 37:1-14, where the prophet Ezekiel visits 
the "Valley of Dry Bones" and prophesies that they will one day be resurrected at 
God's command, picturing the realization of the New Jerusalem.” 


God shows Ezekiel the “impossible”- by breathing the Spirit onto these dry bones, 
God can (and will) restore those who are (or were) dead....sort of like an early 
preview of the resurrection of the dead into a new body, as described in traditional 
Cnlistan theology , again by the ‘ ‘authoritative source” MIKIDE CHa: 

iki 


oO eC. 
Resurrection of the dead, or resurrection from the dead (Koine: a&vaéotaotc [tTHv] 
veKpWv, anastasis [ton] nekron; literally: "standing up again of the dead" is used in the 
doctrine and theology of various religions to describe an event by which a person, or 
people are resurrected (brought back to life). Various forms of this concept can be found 
in Christian, Islamic, Jewish and Zoroastrian eschatology. In the New Testament of the 
Christian Bible, the three common usages for this term pertain to: 1) the resurrection of 


Jesus; 2) the rising from the dead of all men, at the end of this present age and 3) the 
resurrection of certain ones in history, who were restored to life. 


God tells Ezekiel to prophesy over these “dry bones”: 

“The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out by the Spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2 He 
caused me to pass among them round about, and behold, there were very many on 
the surface of the valley; and lo, they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord God, You know.” 4 Again He said to 
me, “Prophesy over these bones and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord.’ 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones, ‘Behold, | will cause breath to 
enter you that you may come to life. 6 | will put sinews on you, make flesh grow 
back on you, cover you with skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; 
and you will know that | am the Lord.’” 


7 So! prophesied as | was commanded; and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and 
behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And | looked, 
and behold, sinews were on them, and flesh grew and skin covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they come to life.”’” 10 So! 
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they came 
to life and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.” (Ezekiel 37:1-10 NASB) 


AS is so often the case, Scripture interprets itself, or contains an explanation of a 
parable or story immediately after it. The parable of the Wheat and Tares (Matthew 
13:36-43) comes to mind in this regard, in which Jesus explains his story/parable 


immediately after telling it. (please see: https://www.gotquestions.org/parable- 


wheat-tares.html). 


God explains: 

“Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; 
behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are 
completely cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
God, “Behold, | will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, 
My people; and | will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 Then you will know that | 
am the Lord, when | have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of 
your graves, My people. 14 1 will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, 
and | will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and done it,” declares the Lord.’” (Ezekiel 37:11-14 NASB) 


God then makes a Messianic promise to Ezekiel and His people: 

“My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and 
they will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them. 25 They 
will live on the land that | gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and 
they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and David My 
servant will be their prince forever. 26 | will make a covenant of peace with them; it 
will be an everlasting covenant with them. And | will place them and multiply them, 
and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever. 27 My dwelling place also will be 
with them; and | will be their God, and they will be My people. 28 And the nations 


will know that | am the Lord who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary Is in their 
midst forever.”” (Ezekiel 37:24-28 NASB) 


God then predicts a future invasion of Israel, led by the pagan nations, including 
“Rosh”: 


“And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 shech and Tubal, and prophesy 


4! will turn you about and put hooks into your 
jaws, and ! will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them 
splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding 
swords; 5 Persia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; 6 
Gomer with all its troops; Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all 
its troops—many peoples with you. 


7 “Be prepared, and prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are 
assembled about you, and be a guard for them. 8 After many days you will be 
summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from the 
sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the mountains 
of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from 
the nations, and they are living securely, all of them. 9 You will go up, you will come 
like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and 
many peoples with you.” (Ezekiel 38:1-9 NASB) 


Who are these that God prophesies against (through Ezekiel) and who will invade 
Israel? 


_ Gog and ETE people pane walled off by Alexander's forces.-Jean 
Wauquelin's Book of Alexander. Bruges, Belgium, 15th century 


Wikipedia says this about these invaders: 

“Gog and Magog (/'gog... 'meigog/; Hebrew: ian1 ala Gog u-Magog) appear in the 
Hebrew Bible as individuals, peoples, or lands. In Ezekiel 38, Gog is an individual 
and Magog is his land;[1] in Genesis 10 Magog is a man, but no Gog is mentioned; 
and centuries later Jewish tradition changed Ezekiel's "Gog from Magog" into "Gog 
and Magog",[2] which is the form in which they appear in the Book of Revelation, 
although there they are peoples rather than individuals.[3] 


A legend was attached to Gog and Magog by the time of the Roman period, that the 
Gates of Alexander were erected by Alexander the Great to repel the tribe. 
Romanized Jewish historian Josephus knew them as the nation descended from 
Magog the Japhetite, as in Genesis, and explained them to be the Scythians. In the 
hands of Early Christian writers they became apocalyptic hordes, and throughout 
the Medieval period variously identified as the Huns, Khazars, Mongols, Turanians or 
other nomads, or even the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. 


The legend of Gog and Magog and the gates was also interpolated into the 
Alexander romances. In one version, "Goth and Magoth”" are kings of the Unclean 
Nations, driven beyond a mountain pass by Alexander, and blocked from returning 
by his new wall. Gog and Magog are said to engage in human cannibalism in the 


romances and derived literature. They have also been depicted on Medieval 
cosmological maps, or mappae mundi, sometimes alongside Alexander's wall. 


The conflation of Gog and Magog with the legend of Alexander and the Iron Gates 
was disseminated throughout the Near East in the early centuries of the Christian 
era.[4] They appear in the Quran as Yajuj and Majuj (Arabic: ggzleg ggz7b Ya’juj wa- 
Ma’juj), adversaries of Dhul-Qarnayn, who is mentioned in the Qu'ran as a great 
righteous ruler and is most commonly considered to be Alexander the Great.[5] 
Muslim geographers identified them at first with Turkic tribes from Central Asia and 
later with the Mongols. In modern times they remain associated with apocalyptic 
thinking, especially in the United States and the Muslim world.” 


| can distinctly remember my former father-in-law Leroy Schroen claiming that 
“Rosh” was a biblical name for “Russia”- the modern communist nation. This 
interpretation is supported by several Bible scholars (https://joelstrumpet.com/rosh- 
russia-or-chief/). To quote: “While Gesenius (1786-1842) and Keil (1807-1888) were 
great Hebrew scholars of their day, advances in the field of Biblical Hebrew since 
the 19th century have shed much new light on this subject, causing the majority of 


Hebrew scholars today to reject the translation of rosh as a proper noun. ieee 
. But as | have pointed out in 


several previous articles, the historical-grammatical method of interpretation, as 
employed by virtually all conservative evangelical scholars today, doesn’t seek to 
understand how the passage would have been understood a thousand years after 
the prophet spoke, but rather how Ezekiel himself would have understood the words 
and names found within the passage. Gesenius’ reliance on what | refer to as the 
“ancestral-lineage-migration” method of interpretation is rejected by all genuine 
Biblical scholars today and should be rejected by all serious and responsible 
students of prophecy as well.” (Note: William Gesenius, German Bible professor, 
was the one of the leading Hebrew scholars of his day.) 


Some see Ezekiel’s prophesy for invasion and warfare to be a reference to the great 
Final Battle between Satan and the armies of the Lord- the Armageddon, (to take 
place near Megiddo)!: 

‘Thus says the Lord God, “Are you the one of whom | spoke in former days through 
My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for many years 
that | would bring you against them? 18 It will come about on that day, when Gog 
comes against the land of Israel,” declares the Lord God, “that My fury will mount 
up in My anger. 19 In My zeal and in My blazing wrath | declare that on that day 
there will surely be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. 20 The fish of the sea, 
the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all the creeping things that creep 
on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth will shake at My 
presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will collapse 
and every wall will fall to the ground. 21 | will call for a sword against him on all My 
mountains,” declares the Lord God. “Every man’s sword will be against his brother. 
22 With pestilence and with blood | will enter into judgment with him; 


. 231 will magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, 


and make Myself known in the sight of many nations; and they will know that |! am 
the Lord.” (Ezekiel 38:17-23) 


The imagery in verse 22 could suggest the enormous devastation of an atomic war 
between opposing parties! This is described symbolically in Revelation (16:16). 
Wikipedia states: 

Armagedon,[3] from Hebrew: !1an 1n Har Megiddo) is the prophesied location of a 
gathering of armies for a battle during the end times, variously interpreted as either 
a literal or a symbolic location. The term is also used in a generic sense to refer to 
any end of the world scenario. 


"Mount" Tel Megiddo is not actually a mountain, but a tell (a hill created by many 
generations of people living and rebuilding on the same spot)[4] on which ancient 
forts were built to guard the Via Maris, an ancient trade route linking Egypt with the 
northern empires of Syria, Anatolia and Mesopotamia. Megiddo was the location of 
various ancient battles, including one in the 15th century BC and one in 609 BC. 
Modern Megiddo is a town approximately 40 kilometres (25 mi) west-southwest of 
the southern tip of t the Kishon River area in Israel .[5] 


The remains of the Tel Megiddo site in northern Israel 
God promises that He will triumph over these invaders: 

“On that day | will give Gog a burial ground there in Israel, the valley of those who 
pass by east of the sea, and it will block off those who would pass by. So they will 
bury Gog there with all his horde, and they will call it the valley of Hamon-gog. 12 
For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the 
land. 13 Even all the people of the land will bury them; and it will be to their renown 
on the day that I glorify Myself,” declares the Lord God. 14 “They will set apart men 
who will constantly pass through the land, burying those who were passing through, 
even those left on the surface of the ground, in order to cleanse it. At the end of 


seven months they will make a search. 15 As those who pass through the land pass 
through and anyone sees a man’s bone, then he will set up a marker by it until the 
buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog. 16 And even the name of the city 
will be Hamonah. So they will cleanse the land.” (Ezekiel 39:11-16 NASB). 


Israel will then be fully restored: 
“Therefore thus says the Lord God, * 


, and then gathered them again to their own land; 
and | will leave none of them there any longer. 


(Ezekiel 39:25-29 NASB) 
September 12, 2019 Ezekiel 40-42 


The last eight chapters of Ezekiel are a detailed description of the “Third Temple”- a 
vision given to Ezekiel in great deal of detail by the Lord and His representatives. 
Since such a large part of this book is focused on the “Third Temple”, it seems 
worthwhile to examine some of the commentary in detail. Guzik 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezekiel-40/) is particularly helpful, 
especially as to the points about animal sacrifice being prescribed: 

The vision of the new temple. 

1. (1-2) Ezekiel is taken to Jerusalem in a vision. 

In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth 
day of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was captured, on the very 
same day the hand of the LORD was upon me; and He took me there. In the visions 
of God He took me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain; on it 
toward the south was something like the structure of a city. 


a. In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity: This final, great vision of Ezekiel is 


i. “These visions were given to the prophet some twelve years after the latest of 
those already considered except the brief one concerning the coming of Tyre by 
Nebuchadnezzar (Ezekiel 29:17-20), which was incorporated with the burdens of the 
nations.” (Morgan) 


ii. “If the preceding salvation oracles are to be dated shortly after the fall of the city 
(cf. Ezekiel 33:21-22), more than a decade separates this prophetic experience 
from the preceding oracles.” (Block) 


b. The beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month: It is not clear if Ezekiel 
intended the civil or the religious calendar of Israel. If it was the religious calendar, 


then it was the day on Israel’s calendar when they were to begin preparation for the 
Passover (10 Nisan). 


i. “Whether they actually observed the Passover or not in exile, surely they would 
be contemplating Israel’s redemption out of Egypt and the creation of their nation. 
This vision, then, would be an encouragement that the Lord would complete his 
purposes for the nation in the messianic kingdom.” (Alexander) 


c. The hand of the LORD was upon me: Ezekiel insisted the source of this extended 
prophecy was God. Yahweh was the source of its minute and sometimes-strange 
detail. 


d. In the visions of God He took me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high 
mountain: We are not told the name of the mountain, but from the description that 
follows we gather that Ezekiel could, in his vision, see Jerusalem. 


iii. Ezekiel went in a vision, but to a real land. “Why the prophet’s destination should 
be identified as eres yisa’el, ‘the land of Israel,’ [used elsewhere only in 27:17 and 
47:18] rather than Ezekiel’s generally preferred admat yisra’el is not clear. Whether 
intentional or not, it orients the reader toward the territorial interests that will 
characterize later chapters.” (Block) 


iv. A very high mountain: “Mount Moriah, the mount on which Solomon’s temple 
was built, 2 Chronicles 3:1.” (Clarke) 


e. Something like the structure of a city: The vision of the temple unfolding in the 
following chapters really was something... like a city. It was large and surrounding 
by massive walls just as an ancient city. 


i. Like the structure of a city: “So the temple seemed to him, for its many courts, 
walls, towers, gates.” (Trapp) 


2. (3) The man with the measuring rod. 

He took me there, and behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the 
appearance of bronze. He had a line of flax and a measuring rod in his hand, and he 
stood in the gateway. 


a. There was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of bronze: As 
Yahweh led Ezekiel to Jerusalem, He also appointed a guide for the prophet. This 


man was likely an angelic being, indicated by his radiant appearance (bronze). 
Some regard him as the angel of the LORD, but this is not specifically stated. 


i. “Like bright polished brass, which strongly reflected the rays of light. Probably he 
had what we would term a nimbus or glory round his head. This was either an 
angel; or, as some think, a personal appearance of our blessed Lord.” (Clarke) 


b. He had a line of flax and a measuring rod: The angelic being had two instruments 
for measuring. One was some kind of rope or string, and the other was a solid rod. 


c. He stood in the gateway: The supernatural guide was waiting for Ezekiel. 


3. (4) The man with the measuring rod speaks to Ezekiel. 

And the man said to me, “Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your ears, 
and fix your mind on everything | show you; for you were brought here so that | 
might show them to you. Declare to the house of Israel everything you see.” 


a. Look with your eyes and hear with your ears, and fix your mind on everything: 
The radiant man told Ezekiel to focus his senses, paying close attention. If the 
description of the temple that follows were merely spiritual or symbolic, there would 
be no need to so carefully note the details. 


i. “Ezekiel is to concentrate on what the guide is about to show him. After all, he is 
not simply a tourist visiting an historical site, or even a worshiper on a pilgrimage to 
a shrine. He is a mediator of divine revelation.” (Block) 


b. Declare to the house of Israel everything you see: The audience for this vision 
was primarily the house of Israel. It was most relevant to them as part of God’s 
promised future restoration. What Ezekiel saw, as recorded in Ezekiel chapters 40 
through 48, has been the subject of much dispute, and is something of a dividing 
line for Biblical interpreters. 


i. In his commentary, John B. Taylor listed four different interpretive approaches to 
these chapters: 


- Literal prophetic: Ezekiel 40-48 describes a temple that he expected would be built 
by the returning exiles in their restoration to the land. For example, Adam Clarke 
believed that Ezekiel simply gave the plan of Solomon’s temple from memory, and 
set it here as an encouragement to the exiles that they would in fact be restored to 
Jerusalem and the temple would be rebuilt. 


‘ Symbolic Christian: Ezekiel 40-48 symbolically describes the Christian church. 
Smith described this perspective: “The best approach is to see these chapters as 
illustrative of spiritual truths. The main points thus symbolized in these chapters are 
these: God would provide for his people a Temple, a priesthood and a worship 
system related to, but different from, that which they had formerly known. A united 
people, including Gentiles, would occupy the inheritance which God had promised to 
their forefathers.” 


- Disepensationalist: Ezekiel 40-48 describes a temple of features of a coming 
millennial age. This future temple belongs not so much to the eternal age (as in 
Revelation 21:22) but to the period of a literal thousand-year reign of Jesus over this 
earth. Especially for the Jewish people in the millennium, Ezekiel’s temple will 
remember and memorialize God’s gracious work for Israel and the rich types and 
ceremonies that looked forward to the perfect work of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
This view “declares that the prediction speaks of the restoration and establishment 
of the people of Israel in their own land in the last days of their national history, 
their conversion to the Lord through faith in their long-rejected Messiah, and the 
manifest presence and glory of the Lord in their midst.” (Feinberg) 


- Apocalyptic: Ezekiel 40-48 present symbolic and fantastic images of a coming age, 
connected to images and ideas popular in the pagan world of that day. 
“Chapters40-48 replace the conventional prophecies of chapters33-37 with 
imagery that is primarily mythic. The prophet chooses to speak about Jerusalem’s 
future by recasting imagery deriving from the ancient Near Eastern mythic motif of 
the ‘cosmic mountain.’” (Vawter and Hoppe) 


- The fundamental weakness of the symbolic approach is that the entire tone of 
Ezekiel’s record points to this temple as something real, not spiritualized. 
Significantly, the radiant being did not say much to Ezekiel, probably only calling 
out the measurements. There was no explanation of or pointing towards a symbolic 
interpretation of the temple, only a detailed tour and specific dimensions. The 
message is that this temple is real, not metaphorical. It is visionary and yet future, 
but real. This view was “favored by the church Fathers and the Reformers. They saw 
in these chapters Christ and the spiritual endowments of the church in the Christian 
era. This is entirely too subjective and would mean nothing for either Ezekiel or his 
contemporaries.” (Feinberg) “The figurative or ‘spiritualizing’ interpretative 
approach does not seem to solve any of the problems of Ezekiel 40-48; it tends to 
create new ones. When the interpreter abandons a normal grammatical-historical 
hermeneutic because the passage does not seem to make sense taken that way 
and opts for an interpretative procedure by which he can allegorize, symbolize, or 
‘spiritualize,’ the interpretations become subjective. Different aspects of a passage 
mean whatever the interpreter desires.” (Alexander) 


- The fundamental weakness of the apocalyptic approach is that this text lacks 
many of the generally understood aspects of apocalyptic literature. 


- God does sanction memorials and ceremonial remembrance of the work of Jesus 
on the cross. “Just as the Old Testament sacrifices could have value in pointing 
forward to the death of Christ, why may they not have equal value in pointing back 
to the death of Christ as an accomplished fact? The celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
through the Christian centuries has added not one infinitesimal particle to the 
efficacy of the work of Christ on the cross, but who will dare to deny that it has 
value for the believer, since it is enjoined upon us as a memorial?” (Feinberg) 


- Jesus specifically said that He would observe the Lord’s Supper in the age to come 
(Luke 22:18). There will be active, even ceremonial remembrance of the sacrificial 
work of Jesus in the age to come. It is reasonable to think it could also include the 
temple services and sacrifices described here. “If the Lord’s Table is a memorial and 
the sacrifices of the Ezekiel system are memorials, the two should not in any way 
conflict with each other but should be able to coexist.” (Alexander) 


- Apparently the first Christians (including the Apostle Paul) were more comfortable 
with some kind of participation with temple services and rituals than we might 
think. Paul’s participation with and sponsorship of Christians fulfilling vows at the 
temple seemingly connected with some kind of sacrifice speaks to this (Acts 21:23- 
24, 21:26-27). 


- “Even in our day we see the Spiritual value and great avenue of worship for church 
believers as they celebrate the Passover service (cf. Romans 15:14; 1 Corinthians 
10:1-12). It does not enter their minds that they are saved by the observance of 
this service; but the celebration is an extremely instructive, vivid picture lesson of 
the death of the Lamb of God.” (Alexander) 


iv. In many ways, the description of Ezekiel’s temple is presented in a way 
appropriate for a period after the finished work of Jesus Christ. Though there is a 
literal temple and animal sacrifice, many other features of the Old Testament order 
as given through Moses are not mentioned. 


- There is no mention of Pentecost, though other feasts are mentioned: Passover 
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Ezekiel 45:21-24), Tabernacles (Ezekiel 45:25), 
and Firstfruits (Ezekiel 44:30). Pentecost is not mentioned because it was fulfilled in 
the church (Acts 2). 


- There is no mention of a veil, because since the work of Jesus such a separation is 
no longer necessary. 


- There is no mention of the ark of the covenant because the work of Jesus at the 
cross fulfilled the place of atonement and propitiation. 


- There is no mention of a high priest because Jesus is the high priest. 
- There is no mention of a king because Jesus is the king of kings. 


- There is no mention of silver and gold, because in a millennial age those things do 
not have their same value. 


v. “Ezekiel isn’t the only prophet who said there would be a holy temple during the 
Kingdom Age. You find a kingdom temple and kingdom worship mentioned in Isaiah 
2:1-5, 60:7, 13; Jeremiah 33:18; Joel 3:18; Micah 4:2; Haggai 2:7-9; and Zechariah 
6:12-15, 14:16, 20-21. Ezekiel 37:24-28 records God’s promise to His people that 
He would put His sanctuary among them. ‘My tabernacle also shall be with them; 
indeed, | will be their God, and they shall be My people.’” (Wiersbe) 


vi. “It seems, therefore, that Ezekiel 40-48 may be primarily describing the 
millennial temple, its regulations for worship, and the tribal allotments. The 
Millennium is only a beginning, sort of a microcosm, of the eternal state and a 
transition into it. Consequently, to observe reflections of Ezekiel 40-48 in the picture 
of the eternal state revealed in Revelation 21-22 should be expected and should not 
surprise the reader.” (Alexander) 


vii. “The temple will be a place of learning for both Jews and Gentiles (Isaiah 2:1-3), 
and no doubt the worshipers will study the Old Testament law and learn more about 
Jesus. They will study the New Testament as well and see the deeper significance of 
the sacrifices and the feasts.” (Wiersbe) 


Ezekiel writes: 

“In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth of 
the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was taken, on that same day the 
hand of the Lord was upon me and He brought me there. 2 In the visions of God He 
brought me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain, and on it to 
the south there was a structure like a city. 3 So He brought me there; and behold, 
there was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of bronze, with a line 
of flax and a measuring rod in his hand; and he was standing in the gateway. 4 The 
man said to me, “Son of man, see with your eyes, hear with your ears, and give 
attention to all that |am going to show you; for you have been brought here in 
order to show it to you. Declare to the house of Israel all that you see.” 


5 And behold, there was a wall on the outside of the temple all around, and in the 
man’s hand was a measuring rod of six cubits, each of which was a cubit and a 
handbreadth. So he measured the thickness of the wall, one rod; and the height, 
one rod. 6 Then he went to the gate which faced east, went up its steps and 
measured the threshold of the gate, one rod in width; and the other threshold was 
one rod in width. 7 The guardroom was one rod long and one rod wide; and there 
were five cubits between the guardrooms. And the threshold of the gate by the 
porch of the gate facing inward was one rod. 8 Then he measured the porch of the 
gate facing inward, one rod. 9 He measured the porch of the gate, eight cubits; and 
its side pillars, two cubits. And the porch of the gate was faced inward. 10 The 
guardrooms of the gate toward the east numbered three on each side; the three of 
them had the same measurement. The side pillars also had the same measurement 
on each side. 11 And he measured the width of the gateway, ten cubits, and the 
length of the gate, thirteen cubits. 12 There was a barrier wall one cubit wide in 
front of the guardrooms on each side; and the guardrooms were six cubits square 
on each side. 13 He measured the gate from the roof of the one guardroom to the 
roof of the other, a width of twenty-five cubits from one door to the door opposite. 
14 He made the side pillars sixty cubits high; the gate extended round about to the 
side pillar of the courtyard. 15 From the front of the entrance gate to the front of 
the inner porch of the gate was fifty cubits. 16 There were shuttered windows 
looking toward the guardrooms, and toward their side pillars within the gate all 
around, and likewise for the porches. And there were windows all around inside; and 
on each side pillar were palm tree ornaments. (Ezekiel 40:1-16 NASB) 


A: Altar B: Temple porch/ entrance 
C: Holy 0D: Entrance into Most Holy 
E: Most Holy 

H: Separate places in Inner Court 

I: Priests’ chambers 

J: Priests’ boiling places 
K: Wester building 

L: Levites’ chamber 

M: Singers’ chamber 

N: Porch gate 

O: Inner threshold 

P: Six little chambers 


V: Thirty chambers 
W: Boiling places 


https://truthnet.org/Ezekiel/11/Ezekiel-40-Messiah-Millennium-Temple.htm 


The “inner temple” is then described, again in great detail: 
“Then he brought me to the nave and measured the side pillars; six cubits wide on 
each side was the width of the side pillar. 2 The width of the entrance was ten 


cubits and the sides of the entrance were five cubits on each side. And he measured 
the length of the nave, forty cubits, and the width, twenty cubits. 3 Then he went 
inside and measured each side pillar of the doorway, two cubits, and the doorway, 
six cubits high; and the width of the doorway, seven cubits. 4 He measured its 
length, twenty cubits, and the width, twenty cubits, before the nave; and he said to 
me, “This is the most holy place.” 


5 Then he measured the wall of the temple, six cubits; and the width of the side 
chambers, four cubits, all around about the house on every side. 6 The side 
chambers were in three stories, one above another, and thirty in each story; and 
the side chambers extended to the wall which stood on their inward side all around, 
that they might be fastened, and not be fastened into the wall of the temple itself. 7 
The side chambers surrounding the temple were wider at each successive story. 
Because the structure surrounding the temple went upward by stages on all sides of 
the temple, therefore the width of the temple increased as it went higher; and thus 
one went up from the lowest story to the highest by way of the second story. & | 
saw also that the house had a raised platform all around; the foundations of the side 
chambers were a full rod of six long cubits in height. 9 The thickness of the outer 
wall of the side chambers was five cubits. But the free space between the side 
chambers belonging to the temple 10 and the outer chambers was twenty cubits in 
width all around the temple on every side. 11 The doorways of the side chambers 
toward the free space consisted of one doorway toward the north and another 
doorway toward the south; and the width of the free space was five cubits all 
around. 


12 The building that was in front of the separate area at the side toward the west 
was seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the building was five cubits thick all 
around, and its length was ninety cubits. 


13 Then he measured the temple, a hundred cubits long; the separate area with the 
building and its walls were also a hundred cubits long. 14 Also the width of the front 
of the temple and that of the separate areas along the east side totaled a hundred 
cubits.” (Ezekiel 41:1-14 NASB) 


The chambers of the millennial Temple are then described: 

“Then he brought me out into the outer court, the way toward the north; and he 
brought me to the chamber which was opposite the separate area and opposite the 
building toward the north. 2 Along the length, which was a hundred cubits, was the 
north door; the width was fifty cubits. 3 Opposite the twenty cubits which belonged 
to the inner court, and opposite the pavement which belonged to the outer court, 
was gallery corresponding to gallery in three stories. 4 Before the chambers was an 
inner walk ten cubits wide, a way of one hundred cubits; and their openings were on 
the north. 5 Now the upper chambers were smaller because the galleries took more 
space away from them than from the lower and middle ones in the building. 6 For 
they were in three stories and had no pillars like the pillars of the courts; therefore 
the upper chambers were set back from the ground upward, more than the lower 
and middle ones. 7 As for the outer wall by the side of the chambers, toward the 
outer court facing the chambers, its length was fifty cubits. 8 For the length of the 
chambers which were in the outer court was fifty cubits; and behold, the length of 
those facing the temple was a hundred cubits. 9 Below these chambers was the 


entrance on the east side, as one enters them from the outer court.” (Ezekiel 42:1-9 
NASB) 
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Ezekiel Temple Vision - Chapter 40 - 3D Animation 


Screen capture from You Tube Video (https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=YNmERZkT6]M) 


September 13, 2019 Ezekiel 43-45 


Ezekiel then sees a vision of the Glory of God, similar to the one seen earlier at the 
River Chebar: 


fest and | fell on my face. 4 And the glory of the Lord came into the house by 


the way of the gate facing toward the east. 5 And the Spirit lifted me up and 
brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house. 


6 Then | heard one speaking to me from the house, while a man was standing 
beside me. 7 He said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the 
place of the soles of My feet, where | will dwell among the sons of Israel forever. 


And the house of Israel will not again defile My holy name, neither they nor their 
kings, by their harlotry and by the corpses of their kings when they die, 8 by setting 
their threshold by My threshold and their door post beside My door post, with only 
the wall between Me and them. And they have defiled My holy name by their 
abominations which they have committed. So |! have consumed them in My anger. 9 
Now let them put away their harlotry and the corpses of their kings far from Me; and 
/ will dwell among them forever. 


fag bef poatcey oabar of mi on od 


12 This is the law of the house: its entire area on the top of 
the mountain all around shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.” 
(Ezekiel 43:1-12 NASB) 


God’s “representative” (angel messenger) then describes the Altar of Sacrifice (see 
comments about Ezekiel 40 from David Guzik): 

“And these are the measurements of the altar by cubits (the cubit being a cubit and 
a handbreadth): the base shall be a cubit and the width a cubit, and its border on its 
edge round about one span; and this shall be the height of the base of the altar. 14 
From the base on the ground to the lower ledge shall be two cubits and the width 
one cubit; and from the smaller ledge to the larger ledge shall be four cubits and 
the width one cubit. 15 The altar hearth shall be four cubits; and from the altar 
hearth shall extend upwards four horns. 16 Now the altar hearth shall be twelve 
cubits long by twelve wide, square in its four sides. 17 The ledge shall be fourteen 
cubits long by fourteen wide in its four sides, the border around it shall be half a 
cubit and its base shall be a cubit round about; and its steps shall face the east.” 
(Ezekiel 43:13-17 NASB) 


Most puzzling of all, the rituals of animal sacrifice are prescribed for this “Third 
Temple”: 
“And He said to me, 


22 ‘On the second day you shall offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering, 
and they shall cleanse the altar as they cleansed it with the bull. 23 When you have 
finished cleansing it, you shall present a young bull without blemish and a ram 
without blemish from the flock. 24 You shall present them before the Lord, and the 
priests shall throw salt on them, and they shall offer them up as a burnt offering to 
the Lord. 25 For seven days you shall prepare daily a goat for a sin offering; also a 
young bull and a ram from the flock, without blemish, shall be prepared. 26 For 


seven days they shall make atonement for the altar and purify it; so shall they 
consecrate It. 27 


.” (Ezekiel 43:18-27 


NASB) 


Why animal sacrifice...isn’t the sacrifice of Jesus fully sufficient, “once and for all”? 
The website “Got Questions” provides some answers to this important question 


(https://www.gotquestions.org/millennial-sacrifices.html): 
Question: "Will there be animal sacrifices during the millennial kingdom?" 


Answer: There are several passages in the Old Testament that clearly indicate 
animal sacrifice will be re-instituted during the millennial kingdom. Some passages 
mention it in passing as the topic of the millennial kingdom is discussed, passages 
like Isaiah 56:6-8; Zechariah 14:16; and Jeremiah 33:15-18. 


The passage that is the most extensive, giving the greatest detail, is Ezekiel 43:18- 
46:24. It should be noted that this is part of a greater passage dealing with the 
millennial kingdom, a passage that begins with Ezekiel 40. In Ezekiel 40, the Lord 
begins to give details of the temple that will exist during the millennial kingdom, a 
temple that dwarfs all other temples previously built, even Herod’s temple that was 
quite large, which existed during the earthly ministry of Christ. 


After giving details concerning the size and appearance of the temple and the altar, 
the Lord then begins to give detailed instruction as to the animal sacrifices that will 
be offered (Ezekiel 43:18-27). In chapter 44, the Lord gives instructions as to who 
will be offering sacrifices to the Lord. The Lord states that all of the Levites will not 
be offering blood and fat to the Lord due to previous sin; it will be those from the 
lineage of Zadok (verse 15). Chapters 45 and 46 continue to mention that animal 
sacrifices will be made. 


Hebrews 10:1-4 says, “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to 
come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by 
year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, 
would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once 
been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins? But in those 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood 
of bulls and goats to take away sins" (NASB). 


To those born during the millennial kingdom, animal sacrifices 
will again be an object lesson. During that future time, righteousness and holiness 
will prevail, but those with earthly bodies will still have a sin nature, and there will 
be a need to teach about how offensive sin is to a holy and righteous God. Animal 
sacrifices will serve that purpose, "but in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins 
year by year" (Hebrews 10:3). 


Recommended Resource: Thy Kingdom Come by J. Dwight Pentecost 


Ezekiel 44 describes the “outer gates” as well as requirements for the Levitical 
priests who will serve in the Third Temple: 


4 Then He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the house; and | 
looked, and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord, and | fell on 
my face. 5 The Lord said to me, “Son of man, mark well, see with your eyes and 
hear with your ears all that | say to you concerning all the statutes of the house of 
the Lord and concerning all its laws; and mark well the entrance of the house, with 
all exits of the sanctuary. 6 You shall say to the rebellious ones, to the house of 
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Enough of all your abominations, O house of Israel, 
7 when you brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in 
flesh, to be in My sanctuary to profane it, even My house, when you offered My 
food, the fat and the blood; for they made My covenant void—this in addition to all 
your abominations. 8 And you have not kept charge of My holy things yourselves, 
but you have set foreigners to keep charge of My sanctuary.” 


9 ‘Thus says the Lord God, “No foreigner uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised 


oe 
Because they ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling block 
of iniquity to the house of Israel, therefore | have sworn against them,” declares the 
Lord God, “that they shall bear the punishment for their iniquity. 13 And they shall 
not come near to Me to serve as a priest to Me, nor come near to any of My holy 
things, to the things that are most holy; but they will bear their shame and their 
abominations which they have committed. 14 Yet | will appoint them to keep charge 


of the house, of all its service and of all that shall be done in it.” (Ezekiel 44:1-14 
NASB) 


Rules and regulations are given for the priestly service and practices within the new 


they go out into the outer court, into the outer court to the people, they shall put off 
their garments in which they have been ministering and lay them in the holy 
chambers; then they shall put on other garments so that they will not transmit 
holiness to the people with their garments. 20 Also they shall not shave their heads, 
yet they shall not let their locks grow long; they shall only trim the hair of their 
heads. 21 Nor shall any of the priests drink wine when they enter the inner court. 22 
And they shall not marry a widow or a divorced woman but shall take virgins from 
the offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow who is the widow of a priest. 23 
Moreover, they shall teach My people the difference between the holy and the 
profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean. 24 In a 
dispute they shall take their stand to judge; they shall judge it according to My 
ordinances. They shall also keep My laws and My statutes in all My appointed feasts 
and sanctify My sabbaths. 25 They shall not go to a dead person to defile 
themselves; however, for father, for mother, for son, for daughter, for brother, or for 
a sister who has not had a husband, they may defile themselves. 26 After he is 
cleansed, seven days shall elapse for him. 27 On the day that he goes into the 
sanctuary, into the inner court to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin 
offering,” declares the Lord God. 


28 “And it shall be with regard to an inheritance for them, that | am their 
inheritance; and you shall give them no possession in Israel—I am their possession. 
29 They shall eat the grain offering, the sin offering and the guilt offering; and every 
devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs. 30 


(Ezekiel 44:15-31 NASB) 


Just as the Levites were given cities and the Temple in the early days of the 
Covenant, there is a portion of land devoted and reserved entirely for God and His 
earthly representatives: 

“And when you divide by lot the land for inheritance, you shall offer an allotment to 
the Lord, a holy portion of the land; the length shall be the length of 25,000 cubits, 
and the width shall be 20,000. It shall be holy within all its boundary round about. 2 
Out of this there shall be for the holy place a square round about five hundred by 
five hundred cubits, and fifty cubits for its open space round about. 3 From this area 


you shall measure a length of 25,000 cubits and a width of 10,000 cubits; and in it 
shall be the sanctuary, the most holy place. 4 It shall be the holy portion of the land; 
it shall be for the priests, the ministers of the sanctuary, who come near to minister 
to the Lord, and it shall be a place for their houses and a holy place for the 
sanctuary. 5 An area 25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 in width shall be for the 
Levites, the ministers of the house, and for their possession cities to dwell in. 


6 “You shall give the city possession of an area 5,000 cubits wide and 25,000 cubits 
long, alongside the allotment of the holy portion; it shall be for the whole house of 
Israel.” (Ezekiel 45:1-6 NASB) 


The “prince” (the ruler- unknown identity) will also have land allotted, as well as 
sacrifices required: 


“The prince shall have land on either side of the holy allotment and the property of 
the city, adjacent to the holy allotment and the property of the city, on the west 
side toward the west and on the east side toward the east, and in length 
comparable to one of the portions, from the west border to the east border. 8 This 
shall be his land for a possession in Israel; so My princes shall no longer oppress My 
people, but they shall give the rest of the land to the house of Israel according to 
their tribes.” 


9 ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Enough, you princes of Israel; put away violence and 
destruction, and practice justice and righteousness. Stop your expropriations from 
My people,” declares the Lord God. 


10 “You shall have just balances, a just ephah and a just bath. 11 The ephah and 
the bath shall be the same quantity, so that the bath will contain a tenth of a homer 
and the ephah a tenth of a homer; their standard shall be according to the homer. 
12 The shekel shall be twenty gerahs; twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels, and 
fifteen shekels shall be your maneh. 


13 “This is the offering that you shall offer: a sixth of an ephah from a homer of 
wheat; a sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley; 14 and the prescribed portion of 
oil (namely, the bath of oil), a tenth of a bath from each kor (which is ten baths or a 
homer, for ten baths are a homer); 15 and one sheep from each flock of two 
hundred from the watering places of lsrae/—for a grain offering, for a burnt offering 
and for peace offerings, to make atonement for them,” declares the Lord God. 16 


“All the people of the land shall give to this offering for the prince in Israel. an 


18 ‘Thus says the Lord God, “In the first month, on the first of the month, you shall 
take a young bull without blemish and cleanse the sanctuary. 19 The priest shall 
take some of the blood from the sin offering and put it on the door posts of the 
house, on the four corners of the ledge of the altar and on the posts of the gate of 


the inner court. 20 Thus you shall do on the seventh day of the month for everyone 
who goes astray or is naive; so you shall make atonement for the house. 


21 “In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall have the 
Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten. 22 On that day 
the prince shall provide for himself and all the people of the land a bull for a sin 
offering. 23 During the seven days of the feast he shall provide as a burnt offering 
to the Lord seven bulls and seven rams without blemish on every day of the seven 
days, and a male goat daily for a sin offering. 24 He shall provide as a grain offering 
an ephah with a bull, an ephah with a ram and a hin of oil with an ephah, 25 In the 
seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, at the feast, he shall provide like 
this, seven days for the sin offering, the burnt offering, the grain offering and the 
oil.” (Ezekiel 45:7-25 NASB) 


Who is this “prince”? Once again. Got Questions comes to the 


rescue(https://www.gotquestions.org/prince-in-Ezekiel.html): 


We know that this prince is not 


the Lord Jesus because he must make a sin offering for himself as well as the 
people: “On that day the prince is to provide a bull as a sin offering for himself and 
for all the people of the land” (Ezekiel 45:22, emphasis added). Whoever the prince 
is, he is a man with a sinful nature. 


According to premillennial, dispensational theology, this section of Ezekiel describes 
the worship of the Lord that will take place during the future 1,000-year reign of 
Christ on earth during the millennium (see Revelation 20). Christ will be reigning in 
Jerusalem. There will be a temple, the massive size of which is detailed by Ezekiel. 
The prince mentioned in Ezekiel 46, it appears, is the leader of the nation of Israel 
during this time. He is the representative of the nation of Israel and will bring 
offerings to the Lord and provide an example of devout worship. 


As with any passage that deals with eschatology, this section of Ezekiel is open to 
some debate. We believe that the offerings Ezekiel speaks of are similar to the 
church’s taking of communion. They are a memorial pointing back to what Jesus did 
to secure our Salvation. At the time foreseen by Ezekiel, Jesus will be physically 
present, reigning supreme as the Lord of all. The sacrifices offered by the prince will 
remind everyone that this supreme Lord once died in our place. Consider 1 Peter 
3:18: “Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.” 


September 14, 2019 Ezekiel 46-48 


The prince’s activities will include offering sacrifices (Ezekiel 45:17), and the 
specifications and requirements for these sacrifices are given in Ezekiel 46. There 


are “boiling places” designated for the priest to boil the sin and guilt offerings as 
well as bake the grain offerings: 

“Then he brought me through the entrance, which was at the side of the gate, into 
the holy chambers for the priests, which faced north; and behold, there was a place 
at the extreme rear toward the west. 20 He said tom 


21 Then he brought me out into the outer court and led me across to the four 
corners of the court; and behold, in every corner of the court there was a small 
court. 22 In the four corners of the court there were enclosed courts, forty cubits 
long and thirty wide; these four in the corners were the same size. 23 There was a 
row of masonry round about in them, around the four of them, and boiling places 
were made under the rows round about. 24 Then he said to me, “These are the 
boiling places where the ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifices of the 
people.” (Ezekiel 46:19-24 NASB) 


Two more types of visions await Ezekiel- 1) the description of the water that flows 
abundantly out of the Third Temple; and 2) the prescribed division of the land in the 
millennium. The first vision is reminiscent of Jesus’ claim to be “Living Water” (John 
4:10; 7:37-39). The tree planted by the water (Psalm 1:3) is another image of 
flowing, life sustaining and healing water. In the new heaven and earth described in 
Revelation 21 and 22, we find this description: “ Then the angel showed me the river 
of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river 
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. 
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. “ (Revelation 22:1-2 
NIV) 

Ezekiel’s vision of water from the Temple is vivid and compelling: 

“Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing 
from under the threshold of the house toward the east, for the house faced east. 
And the water was flowing down from under, from the right side of the house, from 
south of the altar. 2 He brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around 
on the outside to the outer gate by way of the gate that faces east. And behold, 
water was trickling from the south side. 


3 When the man went out toward the east with a line in his hand, he measured a 
thousand cubits, and he led me through the water, water reaching the ankles. 4 
Again he measured a thousand and led me through the water, water reaching the 
knees. Again he measured a thousand and led me through the water, water 
reaching the loins. 5 Again he measured a thousand; and it was a river that | could 
not ford, for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not be 
forded. 6 He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought me 
back to the bank of the river. 7 Now when | had returned, behold, on the bank of the 
river there were very many trees on the one side and on the other. 8 Then he said 
to me, “These waters go out toward the eastern region and go down into the 
Arabah; then they go toward the sea, being made to flow into the sea, and the 
waters of the sea become fresh. 9 It will come about that every living creature 
which swarms in every place where the river goes, will live. And there will be very 


many fish, for these waters go there and the others become fresh; so everything 
will live where the river goes. 10 And it will come about that fishermen will stand 
beside it; from Engedi to Eneglaim there will be a place for the spreading of nets. 
Their fish will be according to their kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea, very many. 
11 But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 12 
By the river on its bank, on one side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees for 
food. Their leaves will not wither and their fruit will not fail. They will bear every 
month because their water flows from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food 
and their leaves for healing.” (Ezekiel 47:1-12 NASB) 


The second vision is of the division of the Promised Land during the millennium: 
“Thus says the Lord God, “This shall be the boundary by which you shall divide the 
land for an inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel; Joseph shall have two 
portions. 14 You shall divide it for an inheritance, each one equally with the other; 
for | swore to give it to your forefathers, and this land shall fall to you as an 
inheritance. 


15 “This shall be the boundary of the land: on the north side, from the Great Sea by 
the way of Hethlion, to the entrance of Zedad; 16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which 
is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath; Hazer-hatticon, 
which Is by the border of Hauran. 17 The boundary shall extend from the sea to 
Hazar-enan at the border of Damascus, and on the north toward the north is the 
border of Hamath. This is the north side. 


18 “The east side, from between Hauran, Damascus, Gilead and the land of Israel, 
shall be the Jordan; from the north border to the eastern sea you shall measure. 
This is the east side. 


19 “The south side toward the south shall extend from Tamar as far as the waters of 
Meribath-kadesh, to the brook of Egypt and to the Great Sea. This is the south side 
toward the south. 


20 “The west side shall be the Great Sea, from the south border to a point opposite 
Lebo-hamath. This is the west side. 


22 Yo sal due yl fran iertance among yourselves and ang tha 


. 23 And in the tribe with which the 


alien stays, there you shall give him his inheritance,” declares the Lord God.” 
(Ezekiel 47:13-23 NASB) 


The description of the divisions of millennial Israel by tribes continues in Ezekiel 48, 
including a description of the land allotted to the Levites as well as for the Prince 
(verses 21-22) and for the “other tribes” (verses 22-29). Ezekiel concludes his book 
of prophesy with a description of the gates of the city (the “new Jerusalem”) and a 
statement that the city’s name will be “The Lord is there” (verse 35): 

“Now these are the names of the tribes: from the northern extremity, beside the 
way of Hethlon to Lebo-hamath, as far as Hazar-enan at the border of Damascus, 
toward the north beside Hamath, running from east to west, Dan, one portion. 2 
Beside the border of Dan, from the east side to the west side, Asher, one portion. 3 
Beside the border of Asher, from the east side to the west side, Naphtali, one 
portion. 4 Beside the border of Naphtali, from the east side to the west side, 
Manasseh, one portion. 5 Beside the border of Manasseh, from the east side to the 
west side, Ephraim, one portion. 6 Beside the border of Ephraim, from the east side 
to the west side, Reuben, one portion. 7 Beside the border of Reuben, from the east 
side to the west side, Judah, one portion. 


8 “And beside the border of Judah, from the east side to the west side, shall be the 
allotment which you shall set apart, 25,000 cubits in width, and in length like one of 
the portions, from the east side to the west side; and the sanctuary shall be in the 
middle of it. 9 The allotment that you shall set apart to the Lord shall be 25,000 
cubits in length and 10,000 in width. 


10 The holy allotment shall be for these, namely for the priests, toward the north 
25,000 cubits in length, toward the west 10,000 in width, toward the east 10,000 in 
width, and toward the south 25,000 in length; and the sanctuary of the Lord shall be 
in its midst. 11 It shall be for the priests who are sanctified of the sons of Zadok, 
who have kept My charge, who did not go astray when the sons of Israel went 
astray as the Levites went astray. 12 It shall be an allotment to them from the 
allotment of the land, a most holy place, by the border of the Levites. 13 Alongside 
the border of the priests the Levites shall have 25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 
in width. The whole length shall be 25,000 cubits and the width 10,000. 14 
Moreover, they shall not sell or exchange any of it, or alienate this choice portion of 
land; for it is holy to the Lord. 


15 “The remainder, 5,000 cubits in width and 25,000 in length, shall be for common 
use for the city, for dwellings and for open spaces; and the city shall be in its midst. 
16 These shall be its measurements: the north side 4,500 cubits, the south side 
4,500 cubits, the east side 4,500 cubits, and the west side 4,500 cubits. 17 The city 
shall have open spaces: on the north 250 cubits, on the south 250 cubits, on the 
east 250 cubits, and on the west 250 cubits. 18 The remainder of the length 
alongside the holy allotment shall be 10,000 cubits toward the east and 10,000 
toward the west; and it shall be alongside the holy allotment. And its produce shall 
be food for the workers of the city. 19 The workers of the city, out of all the tribes of 
Israel, shall cultivate it. 20 The whole allotment shall be 25,000 by 25,000 cubits; 
you Shall set apart the holy allotment, a square, with the property of the city.” 
Ezekiel 48:1-20 NASB) 


The city is described: 

“These are the exits of the city: on the north side, 4,500 cubits by measurement, 31 
shall be the gates of the city, named for the tribes of Israel, three gates toward the 
north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one. 32 On 
the east side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three gates: the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of 
Benjamin, one; the gate of Dan, one. 33 On the south side, 4,500 cubits by 
measurement, shall be three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; the gate of Issachar, 
one; the gate of Zebulun, one. 34 On the west side, 4,500 cubits, shall be three 
gates: the gate of Gad, one; the gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, one. 35 


(Ezekiel 48:30-35 NASB) 


As always, David Gizik’s commentary s helpful and illuminationg 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezekiel-48/) 


https://newjerusalem.net.au/tag/book-of-ezekiel 


September 15, 2019 Daniel 1-3 


The book of Daniel describes the activities and witness of a prophet of God- Daniel 
(renamed Belshazzar by his captors) in Babylon. The siege and capture of 
Jerusalem has been completed, and the “best and brightest” were taken away to 
their “new homeland” to be assimilated and incorporated into their new masters. 
Nebuchadnezzar selected three of the finest young men to serve him, and 
significantly had them renamed almost immediately: 


“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of 
Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he 
brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the 
vessels into the treasury of his god. 


3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the 
sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, 4 youths in 
whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch 
of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had 
ability for serving in the king’s court; and he ordered him to teach them the 
literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king appointed for them a daily 
ration from the king’s choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed 
that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter 
the king’s personal service. 6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 


.” (Daniel 1:1-7 NASB) 


Part of the identity of these Jewish captives was their healthy and God-prescribed 
diet. Instead of taking the easy route to assimilation, Daniel resisted the king’s 
provisions and insisted on “vegetables”. Daniel realized that his captor’s well being 
depended on the three young men being health, vigorous and strong, so he 
proposed a trial- the three young me would eat “their” diet, and the captor/overseer 


could decide after several days or weeks if their health and appearance was 
vigorous. They passed!: 


Ee 


14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end 
of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths 
who had been eating the king’s choice food. 16 So the overseer continued to 
withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them 
vegetables. 


17 As for these four youth 

.” (Daniel 1:8-17 NASB) 
God blessed their integrity and obedience to His ways, and furthermore gifted 
Daniel with understanding of visions and dreams. This gift was to be used by God 
later to accomplish His purposes with the kingdom/regime change in Babylon. The 
king was pleased with their progress, and quickly appointed these three to positions 


of importance in the service to the king. Daniel was to continue in service until the 
regime change when Cyrus conquered Babylon: 


“Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the 
commander of the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king 
talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s personal service. 20 As for every 
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his 
realm. 21 And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus the king. (Daniel 1:18-21 
NASB) 


The king then had a very troubling dream, and none of his “wise men” could 
interpret it for him. In his rage, he ordered all the “wise men” killed, but the order 
was not carried out- God had special plans for Daniel and his role as the “dream 
interpreter” to the King. When the king’s men (led by Arioch) sought out Daniel 
(presumably to kill him) he persuaded them to allow him to attempt the difficult 
(and so far unsuccessful) task of interpreting the King’s dream: 


“Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the 


wise men of Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows: “Do not destroy the wise 


25 Then Arioch hurriedly brought Daniel into the king’s presence and spoke to him 
as follows: “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can make the 
interpretation known to the king!” 26 


[an]mind.” (Daniel 2:24-30 NASB) 


The dream was complex and symbolic, but Daniel was able (through God's gift of 
interpretation) to see the prophesy God was revealing to the King through his 
dream. God’s purpose was severalfold- to elevate Daniel in the king’s eyes, to give 
the king some understanding of the immediate future, and mostly- to reveal Himself 
as the True God! 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s S Dream 


“You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, 
which was large and [aoJof extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and 
its appearance was awesome. 32 The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its 
breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its 
feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You [ap]continued looking until a stone was 
cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 
crushed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were 
crushed [aq]all at the same time and became like chaff from the summer threshing 
floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. But 


the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. 


36 “This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation before the king. 37 You, O 
king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the [ar]kingdom, 
the power, the strength and the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or 
the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand 
and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold. 


39 After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third 
kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth. 


40 Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes 
and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all 
these in pieces. 41 In that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and 
partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, 
inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with [as]Jcommon clay. 42 As the toes of the 
feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong 
and part of it will be brittle. 43 And in that you saw the iron mixed with [at]common 
clay, they will combine with one another [au]Jin the seed of men; but they will not 
adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. 


44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will 
never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be [avjleft for another people; it will 
crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 45 
Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and 
that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God 
has made known to the king what will take place [aw]in the future; so the dream is 
true and its interpretation is trustworthy.” 


46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave 
orders to present to him an offering and [ax]fragrant incense. 47 The king answered 
Daniel and said, “Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a 
revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 48 Then 
the king [ay]promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him 
ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief [az]prefect over all the wise men 
of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while 
Daniel was at the king’s [ba]court.” (Daniel 2:31-49 NASB) 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel 2) adds these comments: 


“Most modern scholars agree that the four world empires symbolised by the statue 
are Babylon (the head), the Medes (arms and shoulders), Persia (thighs and legs) 
and Seleucid Syria and Ptolemaic Egypt (the feet);[27] the traditional interpretation 
of the dream identifies the four empires as the Babylonian (the head), Medo-Persian 
(arms and shoulders), Greek (thighs and legs), and Roman (the feet) empires.[28] 
The concept of four successive world empires is drawn from Greek theories of 
mythological history, while the symbolism of the four metals is drawn from Persian 
writings.[29] The consensus among scholars is that the four beasts of chapter 7 
symbolise the same four world empires.[30] Verses 41b-43 give three different 


interpretations of the meaning of the mixture of iron and clay in the statue's feet, as 
a "divided kingdom," then as "strong and brittle," and finally as a dynastic marriage. 
[18] The marriage might be to either of two between the Seleucids and the 
Ptolemies, the first in c.250 BCE and the second in 193.[31] 


. Whether the author was conscious of 
it or not, the image of the shattered statue blown away in the wind like chaff from 
the threshing floor brings to mind Isaiah 41:14-15 where Israel is a threshing sled 
that turns mountains into chaff, and the rock itself reflects the address to the 


Judean exiles in Isaiah 51:1, "look to the rock from which you were hewn."[32]” 
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Perhaps puffed up by the image of his kingship as “gold” and perhaps just out or 
ordinary pride and vanity, the king then has a golden statue built, and orders all in 
his kingdom to worship it when called to worship by trumpet and musical 
instruments. God’s people had an important choice- to “go along” and obey, or to 
risk position, well being and perhaps their own lives to disobey the king and obey 
God. Clearly this was a moral and theological crisis- God’s constant insistence that 
“no other gods” would be worshipped “before” (instead of or along with) Him was a 
deeply held tenet and part of the rock of these three faithful young men’s faith. 
Daniel’s friends (and presumably Daniel himself) met the challenge with unwavering 
faith: 


ee 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent word to assemble the satraps, the 


prefects and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the 
magistrates and all the rulers of the provinces to come to the dedication of the 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects 
and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and 


all the rulers of the provinces were assembled for the dedication of the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that 


Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed: Sha tf 


7 Therefore at 


that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, 
psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every 
language fell down and worshiped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up.” (Daniel 3:1-7 NASB) 


When Daniel’s three friends refused to worship the image, their penalty was a harsh 
one- to be burned in a fiery furnace. IN refusing, they make a remarkable 
statement of faith and absolute dependence on God: 


“Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do 

not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom 

we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and 
, O king. 18 


” (Daniel 3:16-18 NASB) 


In a miracle of deliverance, and with a picture of the Lord Jesus to come (the fourth 
person in the furnace), Daniel’s three friends were protected: 


“Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered 
toward Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat 
the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 He commanded 
certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 Then these men 
were tied up in their trousers, their coats, their caps and their other clothes, and 
were cast into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire. 22 For this reason, because 
the king’s command was urgent and the furnace had been made extremely hot, the 
flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. 
23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of 
the furnace of blazing fire still tied up. 


24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to 
his high officials, 


26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 
door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, “Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego, !” Then 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire. 27 The 
satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king’s high Officials gathered around 
and saw in regard to these men that 


men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor 
had the smell of fire even come upon them. 


28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their 
trust in Him, violating the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to 
serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore | make a decree that 
any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses 
reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch as there is no other god who Is able to deliver 
in this way.” 30 Then the king caused Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to prosper 
in the province of Babylon.” (Peale 2: 19- 30 NASB) 


September 16, 2019 Daniel 4-6 


More visions- and interpretations by Daniel. By now the King knows from 
experience several key things. Daniel is uniquely gifted and has great insight as 
well as the gift of interpretation of dreams, and that the God Daniel serves is 
powerful and able to protect those who love and serve Him. Nebuchadnezzar is 
about to learn personally how powerful God is as he has still another dream and 
asks Daniel for its interpretation. The message Daniel will deliver is not entirely 
“good news”, so It took great courage to deliver “bad news” to one so powerful (and 
full of vanity) as this King: 

“Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshazzar, was appalled for a while as his thoughts 
alarmed him. The king responded and said, ‘Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or 
its interpretation alarm you.’ Belteshazzar replied, ‘My lord, if only the dream 
applied to those who hate you and its interpretation to your adversaries! 20 The 
tree that you saw, which became large and grew strong, whose height reached to 
the sky and was visible to all the earth 21 and whose foliage was beautiful and its 
fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under which the beasts of the field 
dwelt and in whose branches the birds of the sky lodged— 22 it is you, O king; for 
you have become great and grown strong, and your majesty has become great and 
reached to the sky and your dominion to the end of the earth. 23 In that the king 


saw an angelic watcher, a holy one, descending from heaven and saying, “Chop 
down the tree and destroy it; yet leave the stump with its roots in the ground, but 
with a band of iron and bronze around it in the new grass of the field, and let him be 
drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him share with the beasts of the field until 
seven periods of time pass over him,” 24 this is the interpretation, O king, and this 
is the decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king: 25 that you 
be driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the 
field, and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of 
heaven; and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that the 
Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He 
wishes. 26 And in that it was commanded to leave the stump with the roots of the 
tree, your kingdom will be assured to you after you recognize that it is Heaven that 
rules, 27 Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you: break away now 
from your sins by doing righteousness and from your iniquities by showing mercy to 
the poor, in case there may be a prolonging of your prosperity.’ (Daniel 4:19-27 
NASB) 


Notice how carefully Daniel expresses the truth that has been revealed to him. And, 
as should be no surprise to faithful readers of Scripture, exactly what was 
prophesied in the dream came true: 

“All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king. 29 Twelve months later he was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king reflected and said, 
‘Is this not Babylon the great, which | myself have built as a royal residence by the 
might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 31 While the word was in the 
king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is 
declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, 32 and you will be driven away 
from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will 
be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you until 
you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it 
on whomever He wishes.’ 33 Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar 
was fulfilled; and he was driven away from mankind and began eating grass like 
cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair had grown 
like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws. 


RE so | was reestablished in my [al]sovereignty, and surpassing 


greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the 


King of heaven, for all His works are [am]true and His ways [an]just, and He is able 
(Daniel 4:28-37 NASB) 

There was an almost immediate fulfilment of the prophesy (12 months) and the 

clear purpose of this series of events was not to punish the King but to demonstrate 

clearly the power of the God of the Universe- who is above all kings and powers. 


We then come to the Scriptural narrative that has been rendered in the common 
vernacular as the “handwriting on the wall”. A mysterious hand writes on the wall 
in the presence of the King and those gathered for a banquet, and the King 
confidently orders Daniel to interpret the writing: 

“Now this is the inscription that was written out: ‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.’ 
26 This is the interpretation of the message: ‘MENE’—God has numbered your 
kingdom and put an end to it. 27 ‘TEKEL’—you have been weighed on the scales 
and found deficient. 28 ‘PERES’—your kingdom has been divided and given over to 
the Medes and Persians.” 


29 Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a 
necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he 
now had authority as the [ag]third ruler in the kingdom. 


30 That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain. 31 [ah]So Darius the 
Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.” (Daniel 5:25-30) 

Wait a minute! The King is now Belsahazzar the Chaldean? What happened to 
Nebuchadnezzar? David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/daniel- 
5/) clarifies the history of the “gap” between Daniel 4 and 5: 

“Belshazzar the king: When we come to Daniel 5, Nebuchadnezzar is no longer the 
king of Babylon. How did it pass from Nebuchadnezzar to Belshazzar? The ancient 
historian Berosus gives us the following order of events: 

- Nebuchadnezzar died after a 43-year reign. 

‘ His son, Evil-Merodach (described in 2 Kings 25:27-30 and Jeremiah 52:31-34) 
ruled for only two years when he was assassinated by his brother-in-law Neriglassar, 
because his rule was arbitrary and licentious. 

- Neriglassar (mentioned as Nergalsharezer in Jeremiah 39:3, 13) ruled for four 
years until he died a natural death. 

‘ His son, Laborosoarchod, only a child and of diminished mental capacity, ruled for 
only nine months when he was beaten to death by a gang of conspirators. 

- The conspirators appointed Nabonidus, one of their gang, to be king. He ruled until 
Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon. 


b. Belshazzar the king: For a long time, historians and archaeologists knew that 
Nabonidus was said to be the last king of Babylon, not Belshazzar (who was 
Nabonidus’ eldest son). The solution to this so-called discrepancy was apparent 
when evidence was uncovered indicating not only Belshazzar’s association with 
Nabonidus on the throne, but also demonstrating that during the last part of his 
reign Nabonidus lived in Arabia and left the conduct of the Kingdom of Babylon to 
his eldest son Belshazzar. 


i. There was no additional mention of Belshazzar, the eldest son and co-regent with 
Nabonidus, until the Nabonidus Cylinder was discovered in this century. It is now 
displayed in the British Museum. 


New King- new problems. The description of Darius the Mede is mostly sympathetic 
in the Scriptures. He is portrayed as one who passed a law, then realized one of the 
unintended consequences was the fate of one whose trust and confidence were 
dear to him. The scheming of several (jealous?) associates/followers/members of 
the inner circle led to the uncovering of Daniel’s defiance of the King’s orders. No 
one- not even Daniel- was to pray to or worship other than the King himself! Yet 
Daniel remained faithful and prayed anyway- not so openly perhaps since he was in 
a “roof chamber” (verse 10), but was discovered anyway by those jealous of 
Daniel’s standing and influence. The king tried desperately to save Daniel from his 
own decree: 

“It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, that they 
would be in charge of the whole kingdom, 2 and over them three commissioners (of 
whom Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to them, and that 
the king might not suffer loss. 3 Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself 
among the commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary 
spirit, and the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom. 4 Then the 
commissioners and satraps began trying to find a ground of accusation against 
Daniel in regard to government affairs; but they could find no ground of accusation 
or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he was faithful, and no negligence or 
corruption was to be found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We will not find any 
ground of accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him with regard to 
the law of his God.” 


6 Then these commissioners and satraps came by agreement to the king and spoke 
to him as follows: “King Darius, live forever! 7 All the commissioners of the 
kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the high officials and the governors have 
consulted together that the king should establish a statute and enforce an 
injunction that anyone who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, 
for thirty days, shall be cast into the lions’ den. 8 Now, O king, establish the 
injunction and sign the document so that it may not be changed, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius 
signed the document, that is, the injunction. 


10 Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house 
(now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he 
continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks 
before his God, as he had been doing previously. 11 Then these men came by 
agreement and found Daniel making petition and supplication before his God. 12 
Then they approached and spoke before the king about the king’s injunction, “Did 
you not sign an injunction that any man who makes a petition to any god or man 
besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to be cast into the lions’ den?” The king 
replied, “The statement is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which may not be revoked.” 13 Then they answered and spoke before the king, 
“Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to 
the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day.” 


14 Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he was deeply distressed and 
set his mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset he kept exerting himself to 
rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the 
king, “Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no 
injunction or statute which the king establishes may be changed.” (Daniel 6:1-15 
NASB) 


Try as he may, the King had no option but to execute the punishment- to be thrown 
in a “den” of hungry lions. The king was so distressed that he was unable to sleep, 
and after the evening passed inquired as to Daniel’s fate: 


“Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and cast into the lions’ den. 
The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you constantly serve will 
Himself deliver you.” 17 A stone was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; 
and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his 
nobles, so that nothing would be changed in regard to Daniel. 18 Then the king 
went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and no entertainment was 
brought before him; and his sleep fled from him. 


19 Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the lions’ 
den. 20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled 
voice. The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has 
your God, whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 
Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and 
shut the lions’ mouths and they have not harmed me, inasmuch as | was found 
innocent before Him; and also toward you, O king, | have committed no crime.” 23 
Then the king was very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of the 
den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury whatever was found on 
him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 


(Daniel 


6:16-24 NASB) 


DANIEL ANSWERED, 

"O KING, LIVE FOREVER! 
MY GOD SENT HIS ANGEL, AND 
HE SHUT THE MOUTHS OF THE 
LIONS. THEY HAVE NOT HURT 

ME, BECAUSE | WAS FOUND 
INNOCENT IN HIS SIGHT. 
NOR HAVE | EVER DONE ANY 
WRONG BEFORE YOU, 


The purpose of this miraculous deliverance- not only the continued influence of a 
godly and prophetically gifted Daniel, but a transformation of the King into one who 
has seen , believed and now proclaims to the Glory of God and the King’s trust and 
faith in Him: 


“Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
who were living in all the land: “May your peace abound! 26 | make a decree that in 
all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of 
Daniel; 


For He is the living God and enduring forever, 

And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, 

And His dominion will be forever. 

27 “He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders 
In heaven and on earth, 

Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.” 


28 So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus 
the Persian.” (Daniel 6:25-28 NASB) 


September 17, 2019 Daniel 7-9 


Prophetic literature is always accompanied by a multitude of interpretations. In the 
“conservative” tradition, Daniels’s vision is interpreted as a sequence of kingdoms- 
first the Babylonian empire; second the Medo-Persian empire; third the Greek and 
fourth the Roman. The “Liberal” interpretation separates the Medes and Persians 
into separate empires, removing the element of prophesy (the Roma Empire) as 
well as the Messianic prophesy (please see https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/daniel-7/): 


Liberal commentators have a vested interest in identifying the bear with only the 
Median state, and not the combined Medo-Persian Empire. They assign the third 
beast to the Persian Empire, and the fourth to Alexander’s Greek Empire, so as to 
remove (even for a second century author) any element of predictive prophecy. 
Their analysis doesn’t fit. There are many good reasons why the second kingdom 
could not be exclusively the Median kingdom. 


- The Median kingdom did not follow the Babylonian in historical sequence, but was 
contemporary with it, even rising to strength before the Neo-Babylonian period. 


- The Median kingdom never had a world position ranking with the Persian, Grecian 
or Babylonian Empires. 


Daniel writes: 


“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in 
his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the 
following summary of it. 2 Daniel said, “| was looking in my vision by night, and 
behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 


a lion and had the wings of an eagle. | kept looking until its wings were plucked, and 


it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human 


mind also was given to it. 5 And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a 


bear. And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its 
teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’ 6 After this | kept 


7 After this | 


a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 
kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying 
and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and 


trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts 
that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 While | was contemplating the horns, 


behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns 
were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the 
eyes of aman and a mouth uttering great boasts.” (Daniel 7:1-8 NASB) 


Daniel then has visions of God (verses 9-12) and (at least to Christian readers) the 
Son of Man- the Lord Jesus Himself (verses 13-14). The attributes and appearance 
of God and His Son are reminiscent of, and consistent with, other Biblical images: 


“| kept looking 
Until thrones were set up, 


peepee am 
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13 “I kept looking in the night visions, 
And behold, with the clouds of heaven 


fl 


(Daniel 7: 9-14 NASB) 


Daniel was overwhelmed by this horrifying and detailed vision, but pressed on and 
asked for interpretation. The interpretation was given to him as follows: 

“As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind 
kept alarming me. 16 | approached one of those who were standing by and began 
asking him the exact meaning of all this. So he told me and made known to me the 
interpretation of these things: 17 ‘These great beasts, which are four in number, are 
four kings who will arise from the earth. 18 But the saints of the Highest One will 
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.’ 


19 “Then | desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its 
claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder 
with its feet, 20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head and the 
other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn 
which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in 
appearance than its associates. 21 


3 


28 “[aiJAt this point the revelation ended. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts were 
greatly alarming me and my [aj]face grew pale, but | kept the matter [ak]to 
myself.” (Daniel 7:17-28 NASB) 


The symbolic descriptions in the Revelation also mirror the description of this last 
kingdom described in Daniel’s vision- as John was exiled by this “fourth beast”- 
Rome! The comforting words at the end of this vision are similar to the more 
complete picture given to John as to a New Heaven and Earth (Revelation 21). 


Daniel 8 describes another, subsequent vision which was interpreted only partially. 
Daniel is told to keep the vision “secret” since it pertains to future events. It was 
hardly kept secret in the sense that it was recorded and preserved for us thousands 
of years later! This vision is partly interpreted by the messenger angel Gabriel 
(verse 16): 

“In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision appeared to me, 
Daniel, subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously. 2 | looked in the 
vision, and while | was looking | was in the citadel of Susa, which Is in the province 
of Elam; and | looked in the vision and | myself was beside the Ulai Canal. 3 Then | 
lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a ram which had two horns was standing in 
front of the canal. Now the two horns were long, but one was longer than the other, 
with the longer one coming up last. 41 saw the ram butting westward, northward, 
and southward, and no other beasts could stand before him nor was there anyone 
to rescue from his power, but he did as he pleased and magnified himself. 


5 While | was observing, behold, a male goat was coming from the west over the 
surtace of the whole earth without touching the ground; and the goat had a 
conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6 He came up to the ram that had the two 
horns, which | had seen standing in front of the canal, and rushed at him in his 
mighty wrath. 71 saw him come beside the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he 
struck the ram and shattered his two horns, and the ram had no strength to 
withstand him. So he hurled him to the ground and trampled on him, and there was 
none to rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then the male goat magnified himself 
exceedingly. But as soon as he was mighty, the large horn was broken; and in its 
place there came up four conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven. 


(The Little Horn) 


9 Out of one of them came forth a rather small horn which grew exceedingly great 
toward the south, toward the east, and toward the Beautiful Land. 10 It grew up to 
the host of heaven and caused some of the host and some of the stars to fall to the 
earth, and it trampled them down. 11 It even magnified itself to be equal with the 
Commander of the host; and it removed the regular sacrifice from Him, and the 
place of His sanctuary was thrown down. 12 And on account of transgression the 
host will be given over to the horn along with the regular sacrifice; and it will fling 
truth to the ground and perform its will and prosper. 13 Then | heard a holy one 
speaking, and another holy one said to that particular one who was speaking, “How 
long will the vision about the regular sacrifice apply, while the transgression causes 
horror, so as to allow both the holy place and the host to be trampled?” 14 He said 
to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be properly 
restored.” 


(Interpretation of the Vision) 

15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, | sought to understand it; and behold, 
standing before me was one who looked like a man. 16 And | heard the voice of a 
man between the banks of Ulai, and he called out and said, “Gabriel, give this man 
an understanding of the vision.” 17 So he came near to where | was standing, and 
when he came | was frightened and fell on my face; but he said to me, “Son of man, 
understand that the vision pertains to the time of the end.” 


18 Now while he was talking with me, | sank into a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground; but he touched me and made me stand upright. 19 He said, “Behold, |am 
going to let you know what will occur at the final period of the indignation, for it 
pertains to the appointed time of the end. 


(The Ram’s Identity) 
20 


(The Goat) 


23 “In the latter period of their rule, 

When the transgressors have run their course, 

A king will arise, 

Insolent and skilled in intrigue. 

24 “His power will be mighty, but not by his own power, 
And he will destroy to an extraordinary degree 
And prosper and perform his will; 

He will destroy mighty men and the holy people. 
25 “And through his shrewdness 

He will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; 
And he will magnify himself in his heart, 

And he will destroy many while they are at ease. 
He will even [agloppose the Prince of princes, 


But he will be broken without [ahJhuman agency. 
26 


27 Then I, Daniel, was [aiJexhausted and sick for days. Then | got up again and 
carried on the king’s business; but | was astounded at the vision, and there was 
none to [ajJexplain it.” (Daniel 8 NASB) 

Daniel then prays for his people: 

“And now, O Lord our God, who have brought Your people out of the land of Egypt 
with a mighty hand and have made a name for Yourself, as it is this day—we have 
sinned, we have been wicked. 16 O Lord, in accordance with all Your righteous acts, 
let now Your anger and Your wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy 
mountain; for because of our sins and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and 
Your people have become a reproach to all those around us. 17 So now, our God, 
listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, O 
Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary. 18 O my God, incline Your ear 
and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by 
Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of 
any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion. 19 


(Daniel 9:15-19 


His prayers are interrupted by Gabriel, who offers a prophetic and apocalyptic 
interpretation to the visions received by Daniel: 

“Now while | was speaking and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God in behalf of 
the holy mountain of my God, 21 


(Seventy Weeks and the Messiah) 

24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most 
holy place. 25 So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to 
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks 
and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of 
distress. 26 Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have 
nothing, and the people of the prince who Is to come will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; 
desolations are determined. 27 And he will make a firm covenant with the many for 
one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain 
offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even 


until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who 
[ag]makes desolate.” (Daniel 9:20-27 NASB) 
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Daniel's vision of the four beasts - woodcut by Hans Holbein the Younger 


September 18, 2019 Daniel 10-12 


More terrifying prophetic visions. Daniel is near exhaustion and stressed to the 
maximum extent from just viewing these cosmic and prophetic visions. Daniel 8 is 
a summary of his reaction and the comfort he received from one “who resembled a 
human being” (verses 16 and 19) : 

“In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, who 
was named Belteshazzar; and the message was true and one of great conflict, but 
he understood the message and had an understanding of the vision. 


2 In those days, |, Daniel, had been mourning for three entire weeks. 3 | did not eat 
any tasty food, nor did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor did I use any ointment at 
all until the entire three weeks were completed. 4 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
first month, while | was by the bank of the great river, that is, the Tigris, 5 / lifted 
my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a certain man dressed in linen, whose 
waist was girded with a belt of pure gold of Uphaz. 6 His body also was like beryl, 
his face had the appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flaming torches, his 
arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the 
sound of a tumult. 7 Now I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the men who were 
with me did not see the vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell on them, and they 


8 So! was left alone and saw this great vision; yet no 
strength was left in me, for my natural color turned to a deathly pallor, and | 
retained no strength. 9 But | heard the sound of his words; and as soon as | heard 
the sound of his words, | fell into a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the 
ground. 


(Daniel Comforted) 

10 Then behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 
11 He said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the words that |! am 
about to tell you and stand upright, for | have now been sent to you.” And when he 
had spoken this word to me, | stood up trembling. 12 Then he said to me, “Do not 
be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding 
this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and | have 
come in response to your words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was 
withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, for | had been left there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now | 
have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the 
latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future.” 


15 When he had spoken to me according to these words, | turned my face toward 
the ground and became speechless. 16 


. 17 For how can such a servant of my lord 
talk with such as my lord? As for me, there remains just now no strength in me, nor 
has any breath been left in me.” 


.” 20 Then he said, “Do 


you understand why | came to you? But I shall now return to fight against the prince 
of Persia; so! am going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to come. 21 


However, | will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. 
PSSA aLStHiTi a SURE SESING REREAD GE (Daniel 


10 NASB) 


David Guzik, as always, sheds great light on these deep and mysterious verses of 
symbolism and prophesy, especially the puzzling verse 21 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/daniel-10/): “No one upholds me 
against these, except Michael your prince: Michael seemed to be an angelic 
guardian of Israel, battling against the demonic representative of Persia or any 
other who opposed God’s people. On earth, Israel seemed lowly and weak; but in 
the heavens, Israel had the mightiest representative of all.” 


More apocalyptic (end time) prophesies follow in Daniel 11. | am certain that no 
Bible scholar has exhausted or fully explained all of these prophesies, yet may have 
tried. Please see (https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/prophecies-of-daniel-made- 
simple.html; https://emmausinternational.com/products/the-life-and-prophecies-of- 


daniel; https://j 


time-table-according-to-daniel-the-prophet/). 


The kings of the “north” and “south” are described in Daniel 11: 

“At the end time the king of the South will collide with him, and the king of the 
North will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen and with many ships; and 
he will enter countries, overflow them and pass through. 41 He will also enter the 
[aw]Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his 
hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon. 42 Then he will stretch 
out his hand against other countries, and the land of Egypt will not escape. 43 But 
he will [ax]gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver and over all the 
precious things of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at his [ay]heels. 44 
But rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth 
with great wrath to destroy and [azJannihilate many. 45 He will pitch the tents of his 
royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come 
to his end, and no one will help him.” (Daniel 11:40-45 NASB) 


The final vision and prophesy of Daniel concerns events at the “end of the age”. 
Many premillennial Bible scholars and students have shown parallels here between 
the events described here and those in the Revelation of John (see 
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/daniel-12/; 
https://www.agapebiblestudy.com/charts/Parallels%20between%20Visions%20of 


%20Revelation%20and%20Prophet%20Daniel.htm; 
https://www.bibleuniverse.com/articles/the-anti-christ-daniel-7-and-revelation-13: 


and many others) 


1. The beasts arise ‘out of the sea’, ' 
from the sea' 


2. ‘like unto a leopard’, ‘another, like a 


UP Rev. 13:1, Daniel 7:3 


Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:6 


leopard' 
3. 'feet of a bear’, ‘like to a bear' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:5 
4. 'mouth of a lion’, 'was like a lion' Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:4 


5. 'the dragon’, 'a fourth beast, 
dreadful and terrible’ 


6. 'seven heads’, (the four beasts have 
a total of 7 heads) 


7. 'ten horns’, ‘it had ten horns' Rev. 13:1, Daniel 7:7 


Rev. 13:2, Daniel 7:7 


Rev. 13:1, Daniel 7:4-7 


Daniel writes: 

“Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your 
people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since 
there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is 
found written in the book, will be rescued. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of 
the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and 


everlasting contempt. 3 Those who have insight will shine brightly like the 
brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 4 But as for you, Daniel, conceal 
these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, 
and knowledge will increase.” 


5 Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, two others were standing, one on this bank of 
the river and the other on that bank of the river. 6 And one said to the man dressed 
in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long will it be until the end of 
these wonders?” 7 | heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of 
the river, as he raised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by Him 
who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time; and as soon as 
they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events will be 
completed. 8 As for me, | heard but could not understand; so | said, “My lord, what 
will be the outcome of these events?” 9 He said, 


. 11 From the time that the 


regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will 
be 1,290 days. 12 


(Daniel 12 NASB) 


So at the end of “everything”- for those who persevere (hopefully us! -Matthew 
24:13), there is great promise and a new earth, and a new relationship with God 
unmarred by sin. In the words of John - “Maranatha- Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 
22:20) 
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The prophecies follow a pattern of repetition and enlargement that we explained i 


the methodology. The same prophecy is repeated in a subsequent vision and it 
might use a different set of symbols or one aspect of the prophecy might be given 
in more detail. (http://www.teachinghearts.org/dreO3propcomparenotes.html) 


September 19, 2019 


Hosea 1-6 


The Wikipedia article on the prophet Hosea () | surprisingly good. It states: 


“In the Hebrew Bible, Hosea (/,hou'zi:a/ or /hou'zera/; Hebrew: uwin - Hosea‘, 
‘'Salvation'; Greek: Qoné - Hoséé), son of Beeri, was an 8th-century BC prophet in 
Israel who authored the book of prophecies bearing his name. He is one of the 
Twelve Prophets of the Jewish Hebrew Bible, also known as the Minor Prophets of 
the Christian Old Testament. Hosea is often seen as a "prophet of doom", but 
underneath his message of destruction is a promise of restoration. The Talmud 
claims that he was the greatest prophet of his generation. The period of Hosea's 
ministry extended to some sixty years, and he was the only prophet of Israel of his 
time who left any written prophecy. 


One of the early writing prophets, Hosea used his own experience as a symbolic 
representation of God and Israel. The relationship between Hosea and Gomer 
parallels the relationship between God and Israel. Even though Gomer runs away 
from Hosea and sleeps with another man, he loves her anyway and forgives her. 
Likewise, even though the people of Israel worshipped false gods, God continued to 
love them and did not abandon his covenant with them.” 


Wikipedia further states as to the place of Hosea’s prophesy in Christian thought: 


“The Book of Hosea was a severe warning to the northern kingdom against the 
growing idolatry being practiced there; the book was a dramatic call to repentance. 
Christians extend the analogy of Hosea to Christ and the church: Christ the 
husband, his church the bride. Christians see in this book a comparable call to the 
church not to forsake the Lord Jesus Christ. Christians also take the buying back of 
Gomer as the redemptive qualities of Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the cross. 


Other preachers, like Charles Spurgeon, saw Hosea as a striking presentation of the 
mercy of God in his sermon on Hosea 1:7 titled The LORD's Own Salvation. “But | 
will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the Lord their God, 
and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by 
horsemen.” - Hosea 1:7 in his sermon (No. 2057, December 16, 1888).” 


Hosea was told by God to marry “a prostitute”. Despite the dubious origins and 
past practices of his wife, Hosea loved Gomer. This undeserved and (almost!) 
unconditional love is a symbolic reflection of God’s constant and enduring love for 
Hs people. Despite the wanderings, rebellions, arrogance, and other sinful practices 
of His people, God loved them- often times enough to correct or discipline them 
(Psalm 94:12, Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6) 


Hosea writes: 


“The word of the Lord which came to Hosea the son of Beeri, during the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the days of Jeroboam 
the son of Joash, king of Israel. 


2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to 


yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits 
flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer the daughter of 


Diblaim, and 


and deliver them by the Lord their God, and will not deliver them by bow, sword, 
battle, horses or horsemen.” 


8 When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a son. 9 And 


10 Yet the number of the sons of Israel 
Will be like the sand of the sea, 

Which cannot be measured or numbered; 
And in the place 

Where it is said to them, 


“You are not My people,” 

It will be said to them, 

“You are the sons of the living God.” 

11 And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, 
And they will appoint for themselves one leader, 

And they will go up from the land, 

For great will be the day of Jezreel.” (Hosea 1 NASB) 


Russian icon of the prophet Hosea, 18 century icon painter - Iconostasis of 
Transfiguration church, Kizhi monastery, Karelia, north Russia 


In very graphic and sexual languages God first judges the children of this unfaithful 
marriage, and then speaks to Hosea of the restoration that is to come: 


“Say to your brothers, “Ammi,” and to your sisters, “Ruhamah.” 


4 “Also, | will have no compassion on her children, 
Because they are children of harlotry. 

5 “For their mother has played the harlot; 

She who conceived them has acted shamefully. 


8 “For she does not know that it was | who gave her the grain, the new wine and the 
oll, 

And lavished on her silver and gold, 

Which they used for Baal. 


13 “I will punish her for the days of the Baals 

When she used to offer sacrifices to them 

And adorn herself with her earrings and jewelry, 

And follow her lovers, so that she forgot Me,” declares the Lord. 


(Restoration of Israel) 


Bring here dees 


18 “In that day | will also make a covenant for them 
With the beasts of the field, 
The birds of the sky 


And the creeping things of the ground. 


And | will abolish the bow, the sword and war from the land, 


And will make them lie down in safety. 
19 “I will betroth you to Me forever; 


Yes, | will betroth you to Me in righteousness and in justice, 


In lovingkindness and in compassion, 
20 And | will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. 
Then you will know the Lord. 


”(Hosea 2 NASB) 


Kings of Israel during the Ministry of Hosea, 760 to 720 B.C. 


Dynasty of Jehu 

Jeroboam Il 793-752 B.C. 
Zechariah 753-752 BG: 
Dynasty of Shallum 

Shallum 752 B.C. (one month) 
Dynasty of Menahem 

Menahem 752-742 B.C. 
Pekahiah 724-740 B.C. 
Dynasty of Pekah 


Pekah 752-732 B.C. 


Gave throne to his son 


Assassinated 


Assassinated 


Gave throne to his son 


Overthrown in coup d’état 


Assassinated 


Dynasty of Hoshea 


Hoshea 732-122 B.C. Died in exile 
ttps://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/hosea-1/ 


Chapter 3 of Hosea is titled by the translators of the New American Standard Bible 
NASB) “Hosea’s Second Symbolic Marriage”. David Guzik’s commentary 
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/hosea-3/) in the Enduring Word is 
very helpful here. Guzik’s title for theis cahper is easier to comprehend, unless you 
understand (somehow) that this “symbolic second marriage” is to Homer. Guzik’s 
title for this chapter is” HOSEA 3 - THE RESTORATION OF AN ADULTEROUS WIFE”: 


=} 


—_~a 


Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery: God 


i. This shows us that though Deuteronomy 24:1 and Matthew 19:7-8 permit divorce 
when adultery breaks the marriage union, it by no means commands divorce. If God 
commanded divorce in the case of adultery, the He would go against His own 
command here. 


b. Just like the love of the LORD for the children of Israel: Why did God command 


i. When we think of the greatness of God’s love and compassion towards us, it 
should make us much more loving, compassionate, and forgiving towards others. 


Hosea writes: 


“Then the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, 
yet an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to 
other gods and love raisin cakes.” 2 So | bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of 


y “You shall stay with me 
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king; and they will come trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in the last 
days.” (Hosea 3 NASB) 


God seems hopeful that he can restore His people through patient, faithful and 
reliable love- He shows that He is the “with us” God! God, however, is not blind to 
the egregious and constant sins of His people, and He is more than willing to correct 
them- out of His love for them and His desire that they return to a right relationship 
with Him: 


“Listen to the word of the Lord, O sons of Israel, 


Along with the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky, 
And also the fish of the sea disappear. 


4 Yet let no one find fault, and let none offer reproof; 
For your people are like those who contend with the priest. 


, 


7 The more they multiplied, the more they sinned against Me; 
/ will change their glory into shame. 

8 They feed on the sin of My people 

And direct their desire toward their iniquity. 


: 


.” (Hosea 4:1-10 NASB) 


Somehow the people must listen t the Lord, take His counsel seriously, and return 
to a right relationship with Him. Yet their stubbornness and desire to pursue their 
own directions and interests (and passions!) prevent them from hearing, believing 
and being redeemed! How it must break God’s heart to see this willful 
disobedience: 


2 The revolters have gone deep in depravity, 

But | will chastise all of them. 

3 1 know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from Me; 
For now, O Ephraim, you have played the harlot, 
Israel has defiled itself. 


5 Moreover, the pride of Israel testifies against him, 
And Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; 
Judah also has stumbled with them. 

6 They will go with their flocks and herds 

To seek the Lord, but they will not find Him; 

He has withdrawn from them. 

7 They have dealt treacherously against the Lord, 
For they have borne illegitimate children. 

Now the new moon will devour them with their land. 


8 Blow the horn in Gibeah, 
The trumpet in Ramah. 
Sound an alarm at Beth-aven: 
“Behind you, Benjamin!” 

9 Ephraim will become a desolation in the day of rebuke; 

Among the tribes of Israel | declare what is sure. 

10 The princes of Judah have become like those who move a boundary; 
On them | will pour out My wrath like water. 

11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, 

Because he was determined to follow man’s command. 

12 Therefore | am like a moth to Ephraim 

And like rottenness to the house of Judah. 

13 When Ephraim saw his sickness, 

And Judah his wound, 

Then Ephraim went to Assyria 

And sent to King Jareb. 

But he is unable to heal you, 

Or to cure you of your wound. 

14 For! will be like a lion to Ephraim 

And like a young lion to the house of Judah. 

|, even I, will tear to pieces and go away, 

/ will carry away, and there will be none to deliver. 


(Hosea 5 NASB) 


Hosea then pleads with the people to respond to God’s justifiable rebuke and return 
to Him, the Source of all good gifts: 


3 “So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord. 
His going forth is as certain as the dawn; 

And He will come to us like the rain, 

Like the spring rain watering the earth.” 


7 But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant; 
There they have dealt treacherously against Me. 

8 Gilead is a city of wrongdoers, 

Tracked with bloody footprints. 

9 And as raiders wait for a man, 

So a band of priests murder on the way to Shechem; 
Surely they have committed crime. 

10 In the house of Israel | have seen a horrible thing; 
Ephraim’s harlotry is there, Israel has defiled itself. 

11 Also, O Judah, there is a harvest appointed for you, 
When | restore the fortunes of My people.” (Hosea 6 NASB) 


The Prophet Hosea, by Duccio di Buoninsegna, in the Siena Cathedral (c. 1309- 
1311) 


September 20, 2019 Hosea 7-14 


God must be saddened by His people’s rebellion and constant rejection! He clearly 

sees the results of the rebellion and sin- the “wages” of sin are abundantly clear to 

Him. Yet the people persist. As God states to Hosea, they “turn, but not upward” in 
seeking answers other than from the Father God (verse 16): 


Ephraim mixes himself with the nations; 
Ephraim has become a cake not turned. 


10 Though the pride of Israel testifies against him, 
Yet they have not returned to the Lord their God, 
Nor have they sought Him, for all this. 


Destruction is theirs, for they have rebelled against Me! 
| would redeem them, but they speak lies against Me. 
14 And they do not cry to Me from their heart 

When they wail on their beds; 


(Hosea 7:8-16 NASB) 


Israel will now “reap the whirlwind” (see Proverbs 11:29)- instead of the harvest of 
the luxuriant gapes from the vineyard, an empty and bitter “inheritance” - just 
reward for their persistence in sinning: 


“Put the trumpet to your lips! 

Like an eagle the enemy comes against the house of the Lord, 
Because they have transgressed My covenant 

And rebelled against My law. 

2 They cry out to Me, 

“My God, we of Israel know You!” 

3 Israel has rejected the good; 

The enemy will pursue him. 

4 


.” (Hosea 8:1-7 NASB) 


The days of punishment have come- the “bill is due” and God will exert His 
corrective, punitive and disciplining might to His people. They have lost their way, 
and these “stiff necked” people must be shocked into realization, humility, and 
ultimately, to obedience: 

“Do not rejoice, O Israel, with exultation like the nations! 


4 They will not pour out drink offerings of wine to the Lord, 
Their sacrifices will not please Him. 

Their bread will be like mourners’ bread; 

All who eat of it will be defiled, 

For their bread will be for themselves alone; 

It will not enter the house of the Lord. 

5 What will you do on the day of the appointed festival 
And on the day of the feast of the Lord? 

6 For behold, they will go because of destruction; 
Egypt will gather them up, Memphis will bury them. 
Weeds will take over their treasures of silver; 

Thorns will be in their tents. 


He will remember their iniquity, 
He will punish their sins.” (Hosea 9:1-9 NASB) 


Israel has gotten rich- “fat and happy” according to God, and they are therefore less 
apt to (or even able to) be thankful to and receptive of God and His blessings. The 
imagery of children- and mothers, too- dashed to pieces rears its ugly head in this 
chapter (verse 14), so | must remind myself to avoid “Shalman” and the location 


“Beth Arbel” (please see https://bibleatlas.org/beth-arbel.htm): 


1 “, 


3 Surely now they will say, “We have no king, 
For we do not revere the Lord. 
As for the king, what can he do for us?” 


6 The thing itself will be carried to Assyria 
As tribute to King Jareb; 

Ephraim will be seized with shame 

And Israel will be ashamed of its own counsel. 

7 Samaria will be cut off with her king 

Like a stick on the surface of the water. 

8 Also the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will be destroyed; 

Thorn and thistle will grow on their altars; 

Then they will say to the mountains, 

“Cover us!” And to the hills, “Fall on us!” 

9 From the days of Gibeah you have sinned, O Israel; 

There they stand! 

Will not the battle against the sons of iniquity overtake them in Gibeah? 
10 When it is My desire, | will chastise them; 

And the peoples will be gathered against them 

When they are bound for their double guilt. 


11 Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to thresh, 

But | will come over her fair neck with a yoke; 

/ will harness Ephraim, 

Judah will plow, Jacob will harrow for himself. 

12 Sow with a view to righteousness, 

Reap in accordance with kindness; 

Break up your fallow ground, 

For it is time to seek the Lord 

Until He comes to rain righteousness on you. 

13 You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice, 
You have eaten the fruit of lies. 

Because you have trusted in your way, in your numerous warriors, 
14 Therefore a tumult will arise among your people, 

And all your fortresses will be destroyed, 


15 Thus it will be done to you at Bethel because of your great wickedness. 
At dawn the king of Israel will be completely cut off.” (Hosea 10 NASB) 


Hosea 11 includes descriptive language using the various names God has used to 
describe His people, and these names reflect their spiritual journey from the times 
He first claimed them until the present. There is also a particular prophesy that 
points to the Messiah (verse 1), which to the Christian understanding is a call of God 
for his Son out of Egypt. Those who (falsely) believe Jesus spend a great deal of 
time “fitting” His ministry to Old Testament prophesy so he would “seem” to be the 
Messiah (please see https://www.westarinstitute.org/resources/the-fourth-r/did- 
jesus-fulfill-orophecy/ and many others) omit one important detail- Jesus had no 
control over His place of birth or the circumstances of the first few years of His life. 
How could He have “tricked” his parents into fleeing into Egypt, only to return? This 
prophesy can also be interpreted as a description of the Exodus- where God’s 


people were called out of Egypt to freedom and the Land of Promise, but it would be 
a trivial interpretation of Scripture to leave this verse only with that single 
interpretation. Please also see (https://www.gotquestions.org/Hosea-11-1- 
Messianic.html) 

Hosea tells us: 


5 They will not return to the land of Egypt; 
But Assyria—he will be their king 

Because they refused to return to Me. 

6 The sword will whirl against their cities, 
And will demolish their gate bars 

And consume them because of their counsels. 
7 So My people are bent on turning from Me. 
Though they call them to the One on high, 
None at all exalts Him. 


8 How can | give you up, O Ephraim? 

How can / surrender you, O Israel? 

How can | make you like Admah? 

How can / treat you like Zeboiim? 

My heart is turned over within Me, 

All My compassions are kindled. 

91 will not execute My fierce anger; 

/ will not destroy Ephraim again. 

For |!am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, 
And | will not come in wrath. 

10 They will walk after the Lord, 

He will roar like a lion; 

Indeed He will roar 

And His sons will come trembling from the west. 

11 They will come trembling like birds from Egypt 
And like doves from the land of Assyria; 

And | will settle them in their houses, declares the Lord. 


” (Hosea 11 NASB) 


In the 12'" chapter of Hosea, God uses various names for His people- Ephriam, 
Judah, and Jacob. In all of these He laments the persistence of sin, rebellion, and 
simple indifference to Himself- He longs to reunite with His people and yet they 
persist in sinning and constantly turn away from Him. 


Hosea writes: 


And pursues the east wind continually; 

He multiplies lies and violence. 

Moreover, he makes a covenant with Assyria, 
And oil is carried to Egypt. 


He will repay him according to his deeds. 


4 Yes, he wrestled with the angel and prevailed: 

He wept and sought His favor. 

He found Him at Bethel 

And there He spoke with us, 

5 Even the Lord, the God of hosts, 

The Lord is His name. 

6 Therefore, return to your God, 

Observe kindness and justice, 

And wait for your God continually. (Hosea 12 1-6 NASB) 


God makes it abundantly clear that He profoundly rejects the idolatry of “Ephriam” 
(symbolic of Israel/Judah) and that He will severely punish and chastise His people 
for their persistent and rebellious idolatry: 

Hosea writes: 

“When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling. 

He exalted himself in Israel, 

But through Baal he did wrong and died. 


6 As they had their pasture, they became satisfied, 
And being satisfied, their heart became proud; 
Therefore they forgot Me. 

7 So! will be like a lion to them; 

Like a leopard | will lie in wait by the wayside. 


” (Hosea 13:1-8 NASB). 


The punishment will be fearsome and complete (here the tender- hearted reader 
should look away- still another description of the slaughter of babies is found: 
“The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; 

His sin is stored up. 

13 The pains of childbirth come upon him; 

He is not a wise son, 

For it is not the time that he should delay at the opening of the womb. 

14 Shall 1 ransom them from the power of Sheol? 


wil 


16 Samaria will be held guilty, 

For she has rebelled against her God. 

They will fall by the sword, 

Their little ones will be dashed in pieces, 

And their pregnant women will be ripped open.” (Hosea 13:12-16 NASB) 


The Book of Joel closes with a description of the “future blessing” of Israel. This 
prophesy is most likely a long term one, for the history of God’s people after the 
captivity and Diaspora has been anything but triumphant. For a more complete 
description of the future restoration of Israel in history, please see: 
s://revelationlogic.com/articles/the-final-restoration-of-israel/) 
The website bible. org adds some understanding to God’s hee word to His 
people(h bibl ludi iderati faithf 
hosea-141- 10): “In the earlier imagery Hosea had been told to Beek his erring wife 
and bring her back to the family (3:1). By that action he would demonstrate God’s 
own intention to “allure” His wayward wife Israel into a return to covenant relation 
with Himself (2:14-20). God had warned His people again and again of their certain 
judgment and that He would withdraw Himself and leave them to their fate for 


whatever time was necessary (5:15a), yet He never stopped loving His people 
(11:8-9). The implication was clear. Through Hosea His prophet God has been 
appealing to His people. Although Israel’s restoration lay in the distant future 
because God’s people must yet suffer their deserved punishment, they have had 
divinely sent encouragement for them to return to full covenant relation with the 
Lord (6:1; 14:1-3). In another play upon the root sCEu,b the Lord promises that in 
that future time His justifiable wrath will be “turned away” from His people (v. 4)” 


Hosea writes in conclusion: 
“Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, 
For you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 


3 “Assyria will not save us, 
We will not ride on horses; 
Nor will we say again, ‘Our god,’ 

To the work of our hands; 

For in You the orphan finds mercy.” 


6 His shoots will sprout, 
And his beauty will be like the olive tree 

And his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon. 
7 Those who live in his shadow 

Will again raise grain, 

And they will blossom like the vine. 

His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon. 


8 O Ephraim, what more have | to do with idols? 
It is |! who answer and look after you. 

/ am like a luxuriant cypress; 

From Me comes your fruit. 


9 Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; 
Whoever is discerning, let him know them. 


.” (Hosea 14 NASB) 
September 21, 2019 Joel 1-3 


The book of Joel introduces and explores the theological and Biblical concept of the 
Day of the Lord. Joel refers to this “Day” as one primarily of judgment and turmoil, 
but suggests very strongly in the structure of this prophesy that the judgment is 


necessary to “clean house” before the Lord’s blessings and restoration can take 
place. The most quoted (and remembered) part of this short book are the passage 
about the Spirit of God (Joel 2:228-29). This Spirit, Joel tells us, will be for “all”- not 
just the few selected by God for prophesy, leadership or other vital roles. 

Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book of Joel) summarizes the structure of 
this book as follows: 

“After a superscription ascribing the prophecy to Joel (son of Pethuel), the book may 
be broken down into the following sections: 

Lament over a great locust plague and a severe drought (1:1-2:17). 

The effects of these events on agriculture, farmers, and on the supply of agricultural 
offerings for the Temple in Jerusalem, interspersed with a call to national lament 
(1:1-20). 

A more apocalyptic passage comparing the locusts to an army, and revealing that 
they are God's army (2:1-11). 

A call to national repentance in the face of God's judgment (2:12-17).[1] 

Promise of future blessings (2:18-32 or 2:18-3:5). 

Banishment of the locusts and restoration of agricultural productivity as a divine 
response to national penitence (2:18-27). 

Future prophetic gifts to all God's people, and the safety of God's people in the face 
of cosmic cataclysm (2:28-32 or 3:1-5). 

Coming judgment on God's (Israel's) enemies and the vindication of Israel (3:1-21 
or 4:1-21).” 


No specific “dateable” references or events are contained in this book, so a variety 
of dates have been “assigned” by scholars as to the historicity and date of the 
writings of this “minor” prophet (Wikipedia, above). 


Joel (watercolor circa 1896-1902 by James Tissot) 


Joel’s book opens with a fearful picture of the coming of the “Day of the Lord”: 
“The word of the Lord that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel: 


2 Hear this, O elders, 
And listen, all inhabitants of the land. 


3 Tell your sons about it, 
And let your sons tell their sons, 
And their sons the next generation. 


Its teeth are the teeth of a lion, 
And it has the fangs of a lioness. 

7 It has made my vine a waste 

And my fig tree splinters. 

It has stripped them bare and cast them away; 
Their branches have become white. 


8 Wail like a virgin girded with sackcloth 

For the bridegroom of her youth. 

9 The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off 
From the house of the Lord. 

The priests mourn, 

The ministers of the Lord. 

10 The field is ruined, 

The land mourns; 

For the grain Is ruined, 

The new wine dries up, 

Fresh oil fails. 

11 Be ashamed, O farmers, 

Wail, O vinedressers, 

For the wheat and the barley; 

Because the harvest of the field is destroyed. 
12 The vine dries up 

And the fig tree fails; 

The pomegranate, the palm also, and the apple tree, 
All the trees of the field dry up. 

Indeed, rejoicing dries up 

From the sons of men. 


(Joel 1:1-13 NASB) 


Starvation and drought will follow this unprecedented and terrifying “invasion”: 


“Consecrate a fast, 

Proclaim a solemn assembly; 

Gather the elders 

And all the inhabitants of the land 

To the house of the Lord your God, 

And cry out to the Lord. 

15 Alas for the day! 

For the day of the Lord is near, 

And it will come as destruction from the Almighty. 
16 Has not food been cut off before our eyes, 
Gladness and joy from the house of our God? 


.” Joel 1:14-20 NASB) 


This “Day” will bring an “army” to overrun and destroy- yet in the destruction are 
the seeds of restoration and blessing: 

“Blow a trumpet in Zion, 

And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 


3A fire consumes before them 
And behind them a flame burns. 
The land is like the garden of Eden before them 

But a desolate wilderness behind them, 

And nothing at all escapes them. 

4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; 

And like war horses, so they run. 

5 With a noise as of chariots 

They leap on the tops of the mountains, 

Like the crackling of a flame of fire consuming the stubble, 
Like a mighty people arranged for battle. 


8 They do not crowd each other, 

They march everyone in his path; 
When they burst through the defenses, 
They do not break ranks. 

9 They rush on the city, 

They run on the wall; 

They climb into the houses, 

They enter through the windows like a thief. 
10 Before them the earth quakes, 

The heavens tremble, 

The sun and the moon grow dark 

And the stars lose their brightness. 


14 Who knows whether He will not turn and relent 
And leave a blessing behind Him, 

Even a grain offering and a drink offering 

For the Lord your God? 

15 Blow a trumpet in Zion, 

Consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, 
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, 


Assemble the elders, 

Gather the children and the nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom come out of his room 

And the bride out of her bridal chamber. 

17 Let the priests, the Lord’s ministers, 

Weep between the porch and the altar, 

And let them say, “Spare Your people, O Lord, 
And do not make Your inheritance a reproach, 
A byword among the nations. 

Why should they among the peoples say, 
‘Where is their God?’”” (Joel 2:1-17 NASB) 


Later in Malachi we will see that God promises to “rebuke the devourer” (Malachi 
3:11-18 NKJV) 


God promises two things: 1) restoration of the people; 2) the outpouring of His 
Spirit. This outpouring and filling of God’s Spirit is referred to in Acts 2, which may 
believers claim is a fulfilment of Joel’s prophesy (Acts 2:16-21): 


20 “But I will remove the northern army far from you, 


And | will drive it into a parched and desolate /and, 
And its vanguard into the eastern sea, 

And its rear guard into the western sea. 

And its stench will arise and its foul smell will come up, 
For it has done great things.” 


.” Joel 2:18-27 NASB) 


And God’s promise is that His very Spirit will inhabit His people: 


(Joel 2:28-29 NASB) 
The nations will be judged (a parallel to the judgments seen in the Matthew 25:31- 
46 -please see https://www.gotquestions.org/all-the-judgments.html): 


“Proclaim this among the nations: 
Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! 
Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up! 
10 Beat your plowshares into swords 

And your pruning hooks into spears; 

Let the weak say, “lam a mighty man.” 

11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, 
And gather yourselves there. 

Bring down, O Lord, Your mighty ones. 


13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, tread, for the wine press Is full; 
The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and moon grow dark 
And the stars lose their brightness. 


(Joel 3:1-17 NASB) 


Israel and its people will be restored and blessed with God’s protection: 
“And in that day 

The mountains will drip with sweet wine, 

And the hills will flow with milk, 

And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water; 
And a spring will go out from the house of the Lord 
To water the valley of Shittim. 

19 Egypt will become a waste, 

And Edom will become a desolate wilderness, 
Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah, 
In whose land they have shed innocent blood. 


21 And | will avenge their blood which | have not avenged, 
For the Lord dwells in Zion.” (Joel 3:18-21 NASB) 
September 22 Amos 1-5 


An “amateur” prophet, called to prophesy out of a vocation of sheep herding, 
appears at the Temple steps and begins crying out prophesies against the nations 
surrounding Israel with a loud voice. Everything is going well until he declares 
God’s special judgment against Israel itself. In our human state, it is OK to criticize 
“those people” or our enemies and even declare God’s judgment on them, but 
including “us” gets a little too close to home. Surely God is “proud” of us and 
should commend us on our obedience and devotion. 

The website Biblica offers some useful background on this “amateur prophet” 
(https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-amos/): 
“Amos was from Tekoa (1:1), a small town in Judah about 6 miles south of 
Bethlehem and 11 miles from Jerusalem. He was not a man of the court like Isaiah, 
or a member of a priestly family like Jeremiah and Ezekiel. He earned his living from 
the flock and the sycamore-fig grove (1:1; 7:14-15). Whether he owned the flocks 
and groves or only worked as a hired hand is not known. His skill with words and the 
strikingly broad range of his general knowledge of history and the world preclude 
his being an ignorant peasant. Though his home was in Judah, he was sent to 
announce God’s judgment on the northern kingdom (Israel). He probably ministered 
for the most part at Bethel (7:10-13; see LKi 12:28-30and notes), Israel’s main 
religious sanctuary, where the upper echelons of the northern kingdom worshiped.” 


Gustave Doré’s illustration of the minor prophet Amos. 
Yet Amos courageously proclaimed the words God had given him: 


, Which he 


envisioned in visions concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in 
the days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 
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Because they threshed Gilead with implements of sharp iron. 
4 “So! will send fire upon the house of Hazael 

And it will consume the citadels of Ben-hadad. 

5 “I will also break the gate bar of Damascus, 

And cut off the inhabitant from the valley of Aven, 

And him who holds the scepter, from Beth-eden; 


So the people of Aram will go exiled to Kir,” 
Says the Lord. 


Because they deported an entire population 

To deliver it up to Edom. 

7 “So | will send fire upon the wall of Gaza 

And it will consume her citadels. 

8 “| will also cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, 
And him who holds the scepter, from Ashkelon; 
/ will even unleash My power upon Ekron, 

And the remnant of the Philistines will perish,” 
Says the Lord God. 


9 Thus says the Lord, 


Because they delivered up an entire population to Edom 
And did not remember the covenant of brotherhood. 

10 “So! will send fire upon the wall of Tyre 

And it will consume her citadels.” 


Because he pursued his brother with the sword, 
While he stifled his compassion; 

His anger also tore continually, 

And he maintained his fury forever. 

12 “So! will send fire upon Teman 

And it will consume the citadels of Bozrah.” 


13 Thus says the Lord, 


Because they ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead 

In order to enlarge their borders. 

14 “So! will kindle a fire on the wall of Rabbah 

And it will consume her citadels 

Amid war cries on the day of battle, 

And a storm on the day of tempest. 

15 “Their king will go into exile, 

He and his princes together,” says the Lord.” (Amos 1 NASB) 


Amos continues: 


Because he burned the bones of the king of Edom to lime. 
2 “So | will send fire upon Moab 

And it will consume the citadels of Kerioth; 

And Moab will die amid tumult, 

With war cries and the sound of a trumpet. 

3 “I will also cut off the judge from her midst 

And slay all her princes with him,” says the Lord. 


Because they rejected the law of the Lord 
And have not kept His statutes; 

Their lies also have led them astray, 

Those after which their fathers walked. 

5 “So! will send fire upon Judah 

And it will consume the citadels of Jerusalem.” 


7 “These who pant after the very dust of the earth on the head of the helpless 
Also turn aside the way of the humble; 

And a man and his father resort to the same girl 

In order to profane My holy name. 

8 “On garments taken as pledges they stretch out beside every altar, 

And in the house of their God they drink the wine of those who have been fined. 


9 “Yet it was | who destroyed the Amorite before them, 
Though his height was like the height of cedars 

And he was strong as the oaks; 

| even destroyed his fruit above and his root below. 

10 “It was | who brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
And | led you in the wilderness forty years 

That you might take possession of the land of the Amorite. 
11 “Then | raised up some of your sons to be prophets 
And some of your young men to be Nazirites. 

Is this not so, O sons of Israel?” declares the Lord. 

12 “But you made the Nazirites drink wine, 

And you commanded the prophets saying, ‘You shall not prophesy!’ 
13 “Behold, |!am weighted down beneath you 

As a wagon is weighted down when filled with sheaves. 

14 “Flight will perish from the swift, 

And the stalwart will not strengthen his power, 

Nor the mighty man save his life. 

15 “He who grasps the bow will not stand his ground, 


The swift of foot will not escape, 

Nor will he who rides the horse save his life. 

16 “Even the bravest among the warriors will flee naked in that day,” declares the 
Lord.” (Amos 2 NASB) 


The prophesy continues. All the tribes (and peoples) of Israel/Judah are guilty, and 
God is prepared to chasten , correct and punish them in order to reclaim them and 
re-establish a right relationship with them: 


2 “You only have | chosen among all the families of the earth; 

Therefore | will punish you for all your iniquities.” 

3 Do two men walk together unless they have made an appointment? 

4 Does a lion roar in the forest when he has no prey? 

Does a young lion growl from his den unless he has captured something? 
5 Does a bird fall into a trap on the ground when there is no bait in it? 
Does a trap spring up from the earth when it captures nothing at all? 


6 If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? 
If a calamity occurs in a city has not the Lord done it? 


7 

9 Proclaim on the citadels in Ashdod and on the citadels in the land of Egypt and 
say, “Assemble yourselves on the mountains of Samaria and see the great tumults 
within her and the oppressions in her midst. 10 But they do not know how to do 


what Is right,” declares the Lord, “these who hoard up violence and devastation in 
their citadels.” 


11 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 


“An enemy, even one surrounding the land, 
Will pull down your strength from you 
And your citadels will be looted.” 


12 Thus says the Lord, 


“Just as the shepherd snatches from the lion’s mouth a couple of legs or a piece of 
an ear, 

So will the sons of Israel dwelling in Samaria be snatched away— 

With the corner of a bed and the cover of a couch! 

13 “Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,” 

Declares the Lord God, the God of hosts. 

14 “For on the day that | punish Israel’s transgressions, 

/ will also punish the altars of Bethel; 

The horns of the altar will be cut off 


And they will fall to the ground. 

15 “I will also smite the winter house together with the summer house; 
The houses of ivory will also perish 

And the great houses will come to an end,” 

Declares the Lord.” (Amos 3: NASB) 


God clearly sees- and proclaims- the sins of the rich, spoiled and indifferent people 
of His choosing, insulting the women specifically as “cows”. I’m pretty sure that 
was not warmly received! Amos declares God’s judgment on the “lip service”- the 
religiosity and religious practice true in form but that does not touch the heart, and 
does not lead to mercy and compassion for the poor and powerless: 


3 “You will go out through breaches in the walls, 
Each one straight before her, 
And you will be cast to Harmon,” declares the Lord. 


8 “So two or three cities would stagger to another city to drink water, 
But would not be satisfied; 


9 “Il smote you with scorching wind and mildew; 

And the caterpillar was devouring 

Your many gardens and vineyards, fig trees and olive trees; 

Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 

10 “Il sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt; 

| slew your young men by the sword along with your captured horses, 


And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils; 
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 

11 “l overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze; 

Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 

12 “Therefore thus | will do to you, O Israel; 

Because | will do this to you, 
Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” 


traders man hataretiathaghts 


The Lord God cries out to His people...”seek me, that you shall live” (verses 4, 14). 
God sees the “fallen state” of His people (verse 2). God rejects the empty 
religiosity of His people, and tells them to “let justice roll down like waters” (verse 
24): 


3 For thus says the Lord God, 


“The city which goes forth a thousand strong 
Will have a hundred left, 

And the one which goes forth a hundred strong 
Will have ten left to the house of Israel.” 


4 For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel, 


5 “But do not resort to Bethel 

And do not come to Gilgal, 

Nor cross over to Beersheba; 

For Gilgal will certainly go into captivity 

And Bethel will come to trouble. 

6 “Seek the Lord that you may live, 

Or He will break forth like a fire, O house of Joseph, 
And it will consume with none to quench it for Bethel, 
7 For those who turn justice into wormwood 

And cast righteousness down to the earth.” 


8 He who made the Pleiades and Orion 
And changes deep darkness into morning, 
Who also darkens day into night, 

Who calls for the waters of the sea 


And pours them out on the surface of the earth, 

The Lord is His name. 

9 It is He who flashes forth with destruction upon the strong, 
So that destruction comes upon the fortress. 


10 They hate him who reproves in the gate, 

And they abhor him who speaks with integrity. 

11 Therefore because you impose heavy rent on the poor 

And exact a tribute of grain from them, 

Though you have built houses of well-hewn stone, 

Yet you will not live in them; 

You have planted pleasant vineyards, yet you will not drink their wine. 
12 For | know your transgressions are many and your sins are great, 
You who distress the righteous and accept bribes 

And turn aside the poor in the gate. 

13 Therefore at such a time the prudent person keeps silent, for it is an evil time. 
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16 Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, the Lord, 


“There is wailing in all the plazas, 

And in all the streets they say, ‘Alas! Alas!’ 

They also call the farmer to mourning 

And professional mourners to lamentation. 

17 “And in all the vineyards there is wailing, 

Because | will pass through the midst of you,” says the Lord. 


18 Alas, you who are longing for the day of the Lord, 

For what purpose will the day of the Lord be to you? 

It will be darkness and not light; 

19 As when a man flees from a lion 

And a bear meets him, 

Or goes home, leans his hand against the wall 

And a snake bites him. 

20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness instead of light, 
Even gloom with no brightness in it? 


25 “Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain offerings in the wilderness for forty 
years, O house of Israel? 26 You also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, 
your images, the star of your gods which you made for yourselves. 27 Therefore, | 
will make you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says the Lord, whose name is the 
God of hosts. 


September 22 Amos 1-5 


An “amateur” prophet, called to prophesy out of a vocation of sheep herding, 
appears at the Temple steps and begins crying out prophesies against the nations 
surrounding Israel with a loud voice. Everything is going well until he declares 
God’s special judgment against Israel itself. In our human state, it is OK to criticize 
“those people” or our enemies and even declare God’s judgment on them, but 
including “us” gets a little too close to home. Surely God is “proud” of us and 
should commend us on our obedience and devotion. 
The website Biblica offers some useful background on this “amateur prophet” 
https: .biblica.com/resources/scholar-not dy-bible/int 


ic 
“Amos was from Tekoa (1:1), a small town in Judah spout 6 miles south of 
Bethlehem and 11 miles from Jerusalem. He was not a man of the court like Isaiah, 
or a member of a priestly family like Jeremiah and Ezekiel. He earned his living from 
the flock and the sycamore-fig grove (1:1; 7:14-15). Whether he owned the flocks 
and groves or only worked as a hired hand is not known. His skill with words and the 
strikingly broad range of his general knowledge of history and the world preclude 
his being an ignorant peasant. Though his home was in Judah, he was sent to 
announce God’s judgment on the northern kingdom (Israel). He probably ministered 
for the most part at Bethel (7:10-13; see 1Ki 12:28-30and notes), Israel’s main 
religious sanctuary, where the upper echelons of the northern kingdom worshiped.” 


Gustave Doré’s illustration of the minor prophet Amos. 
Yet Amos courageously proclaimed the words God had given him: 


, Which he 


envisioned in visions concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in 
the days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 
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Because they threshed Gilead with implements of sharp iron. 
4 “So! will send fire upon the house of Hazael 

And it will consume the citadels of Ben-hadad. 

5 “I will also break the gate bar of Damascus, 

And cut off the inhabitant from the valley of Aven, 

And him who holds the scepter, from Beth-eden; 


So the people of Aram will go exiled to Kir,” 
Says the Lord. 


Because they deported an entire population 

To deliver it up to Edom. 

7 “So | will send fire upon the wall of Gaza 

And it will consume her citadels. 

8 “| will also cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, 
And him who holds the scepter, from Ashkelon; 
/ will even unleash My power upon Ekron, 

And the remnant of the Philistines will perish,” 
Says the Lord God. 


9 Thus says the Lord, 


Because they delivered up an entire population to Edom 
And did not remember the covenant of brotherhood. 

10 “So! will send fire upon the wall of Tyre 

And it will consume her citadels.” 


Because he pursued his brother with the sword, 
While he stifled his compassion; 

His anger also tore continually, 

And he maintained his fury forever. 

12 “So! will send fire upon Teman 

And it will consume the citadels of Bozrah.” 


13 Thus says the Lord, 


Because they ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead 

In order to enlarge their borders. 

14 “So! will kindle a fire on the wall of Rabbah 

And it will consume her citadels 

Amid war cries on the day of battle, 

And a storm on the day of tempest. 

15 “Their king will go into exile, 

He and his princes together,” says the Lord.” (Amos 1 NASB) 


Amos continues: 


Because he burned the bones of the king of Edom to lime. 
2 “So | will send fire upon Moab 

And it will consume the citadels of Kerioth; 

And Moab will die amid tumult, 

With war cries and the sound of a trumpet. 

3 “I will also cut off the judge from her midst 

And slay all her princes with him,” says the Lord. 


Because they rejected the law of the Lord 
And have not kept His statutes; 

Their lies also have led them astray, 

Those after which their fathers walked. 

5 “So! will send fire upon Judah 

And it will consume the citadels of Jerusalem.” 


7 “These who pant after the very dust of the earth on the head of the helpless 
Also turn aside the way of the humble; 

And a man and his father resort to the same girl 

In order to profane My holy name. 

8 “On garments taken as pledges they stretch out beside every altar, 

And in the house of their God they drink the wine of those who have been fined. 


9 “Yet it was | who destroyed the Amorite before them, 
Though his height was like the height of cedars 

And he was strong as the oaks; 

| even destroyed his fruit above and his root below. 

10 “It was | who brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
And | led you in the wilderness forty years 

That you might take possession of the land of the Amorite. 
11 “Then | raised up some of your sons to be prophets 
And some of your young men to be Nazirites. 

Is this not so, O sons of Israel?” declares the Lord. 

12 “But you made the Nazirites drink wine, 

And you commanded the prophets saying, ‘You shall not prophesy!’ 
13 “Behold, |!am weighted down beneath you 

As a wagon is weighted down when filled with sheaves. 

14 “Flight will perish from the swift, 

And the stalwart will not strengthen his power, 

Nor the mighty man save his life. 

15 “He who grasps the bow will not stand his ground, 


The swift of foot will not escape, 

Nor will he who rides the horse save his life. 

16 “Even the bravest among the warriors will flee naked in that day,” declares the 
Lord.” (Amos 2 NASB) 


The prophesy continues. All the tribes (and peoples) of Israel/Judah are guilty, and 
God is prepared to chasten , correct and punish them in order to reclaim them and 
re-establish a right relationship with them: 


2 “You only have | chosen among all the families of the earth; 

Therefore | will punish you for all your iniquities.” 

3 Do two men walk together unless they have made an appointment? 

4 Does a lion roar in the forest when he has no prey? 

Does a young lion growl from his den unless he has captured something? 
5 Does a bird fall into a trap on the ground when there is no bait in it? 
Does a trap spring up from the earth when it captures nothing at all? 


6 If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? 
If a calamity occurs in a city has not the Lord done it? 
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9 Proclaim on the citadels in Ashdod and on the citadels in the land of Egypt and 
say, “Assemble yourselves on the mountains of Samaria and see the great tumults 
within her and the oppressions in her midst. 10 But they do not know how to do 


what Is right,” declares the Lord, “these who hoard up violence and devastation in 
their citadels.” 


11 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 


“An enemy, even one surrounding the land, 
Will pull down your strength from you 
And your citadels will be looted.” 


12 Thus says the Lord, 


“Just as the shepherd snatches from the lion’s mouth a couple of legs or a piece of 
an ear, 

So will the sons of Israel dwelling in Samaria be snatched away— 

With the corner of a bed and the cover of a couch! 

13 “Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,” 

Declares the Lord God, the God of hosts. 

14 “For on the day that | punish Israel’s transgressions, 

/ will also punish the altars of Bethel; 

The horns of the altar will be cut off 


And they will fall to the ground. 

15 “I will also smite the winter house together with the summer house; 
The houses of ivory will also perish 

And the great houses will come to an end,” 

Declares the Lord.” (Amos 3: NASB) 


God clearly sees- and proclaims- the sins of the rich, spoiled and indifferent people 
of His choosing, insulting the women specifically as “cows”. I’m pretty sure that 
was not warmly received! Amos declares God’s judgment on the “lip service”- the 
religiosity and religious practice true in form but that does not touch the heart, and 
does not lead to mercy and compassion for the poor and powerless: 


3 “You will go out through breaches in the walls, 
Each one straight before her, 
And you will be cast to Harmon,” declares the Lord. 


8 “So two or three cities would stagger to another city to drink water, 
But would not be satisfied; 


9 “Il smote you with scorching wind and mildew; 

And the caterpillar was devouring 

Your many gardens and vineyards, fig trees and olive trees; 

Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 

10 “Il sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt; 

| slew your young men by the sword along with your captured horses, 


And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils; 
Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 

11 “l overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze; 

Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 

12 “Therefore thus | will do to you, O Israel; 

Because | will do this to you, 
Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” 


——a 


The Lord God cries out to His people...”seek me, that you shall live” (verses 4, 14). 
God sees the “fallen state” of His people (verse 2). God rejects the empty 
religiosity of His people, and tells them to “let justice roll down like waters” (verse 
24): 


3 For thus says the Lord God, 


“The city which goes forth a thousand strong 
Will have a hundred left, 

And the one which goes forth a hundred strong 
Will have ten left to the house of Israel.” 


4 For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel, 


5 “But do not resort to Bethel 

And do not come to Gilgal, 

Nor cross over to Beersheba; 

For Gilgal will certainly go into captivity 

And Bethel will come to trouble. 

6 “Seek the Lord that you may live, 

Or He will break forth like a fire, O house of Joseph, 
And it will consume with none to quench it for Bethel, 
7 For those who turn justice into wormwood 

And cast righteousness down to the earth.” 


8 He who made the Pleiades and Orion 
And changes deep darkness into morning, 
Who also darkens day into night, 

Who calls for the waters of the sea 


And pours them out on the surface of the earth, 

The Lord is His name. 

9 It is He who flashes forth with destruction upon the strong, 
So that destruction comes upon the fortress. 


10 They hate him who reproves in the gate, 

And they abhor him who speaks with integrity. 

11 Therefore because you impose heavy rent on the poor 

And exact a tribute of grain from them, 

Though you have built houses of well-hewn stone, 

Yet you will not live in them; 

You have planted pleasant vineyards, yet you will not drink their wine. 
12 For | know your transgressions are many and your sins are great, 
You who distress the righteous and accept bribes 

And turn aside the poor in the gate. 

13 Therefore at such a time the prudent person keeps silent, for it is an evil time. 
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16 Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts, the Lord, 


“There is wailing in all the plazas, 

And in all the streets they say, ‘Alas! Alas!’ 

They also call the farmer to mourning 

And professional mourners to lamentation. 

17 “And in all the vineyards there Is wailing, 

Because | will pass through the midst of you,” says the Lord. 


18 Alas, you who are longing for the day of the Lord, 

For what purpose will the day of the Lord be to you? 

It will be darkness and not light; 

19 As when a man flees from a lion 

And a bear meets him, 

Or goes home, leans his hand against the wall 

And a snake bites him. 

20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness instead of light, 
Even gloom with no brightness in it? 


25 “Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain offerings in the wilderness for forty 
years, O house of Israel? 26 You also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, 
your images, the star of your gods which you made for yourselves. 27 Therefore, | 
will make you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says the Lord, whose name is the 
God of hosts. 

September 23, 2019 Amos 6-9, Obadiah 


God detests spiritual laziness , just as He detests physical laziness (Proverbs 10:4,5; 
12:11,24 please see: https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses- 
about-laziness/). Amos describes the ease and indifference f the luxury seeking 
“elite” in Israel/Judah: 


“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion 

And to those who feel secure in the mountain of Samaria, 
The distinguished men of the foremost of nations, 
To whom the house of Israel comes. 

2 Go over to Calneh and look, 

And go from there to Hamath the great, 

Then go down to Gath of the Philistines. 

Are they better than these kingdoms, 

Or is their territory greater than yours? 

3 Do you put off the day of calamity, 

And would you bring near the seat of violence? 


8 The Lord God has sworn by Himself, the Lord God of hosts has declared: 
“| loathe the arrogance of Jacob, 

And detest his citadels; 

Therefore | will deliver up the city and all it contains.” (Amos 6:1-8 NASB) 


Amos pleased for his people with a plaintive cry “How can Jacob stand? He is 
small!” (verses 2,5): 


“Thus the Lord God showed me, and behold, He was forming a locust-swarm when 
the spring crop began to sprout. And behold, the spring crop was after the king’s 


mowing. 2 And it came about, when it had finished eating the vegetation of the 
land, that | said, 


4 Thus the Lord God showed me, and behold, the Lord God was calling to contend 
with them by fire, and it consumed the great deep and began to consume the farm 
land. 5 Then | said, 


7 Thus He showed me, and behold, the Lord was standing by a vertical wall with a 
plumb line in His hand. 8 The Lord said to me, “What do you see, Amos?” And | said, 
“A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 


“Behold | am about to put a plumb line 

In the midst of My people Israel. 

/ will spare them no longer. 

9 “The high places of Isaac will be desolated 

And the sanctuaries of Israel laid waste. 

Then | will rise up against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” (Amos 7:1-9 
NASB) 


The image of the plumb line is seen elsewhere in Scripture - 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/plumb-line-Bible.html) only God can truly measure, 
evaluate and judge- His judgments are from His infinite and complete knowledge of 
every person and situation- He “knows the facts”! 


The “official prophet” and priest Amaziah, spoke pout against Amos. How could 
someone unschooled and not of the priestly order speak for God? His real issue was 
that he did not like, appreciate or approve of the truth that God had given Amos to 
speak. No one wants to hear the truth if it condemns or criticizes them....! 

“Then Amos replied to Amaziah 


‘16 
Now hear the word of the Lord: you are saying, ‘You shall not prophesy against 
Israel nor shall you speak against the house of Isaac.’ 17 Therefore, thus says the 
Lord, ‘Your wife will become a harlot in the city, your sons and your daughters will 
fall by the sword, your land will be parceled up by a measuring line and you yourself 
will die upon unclean soil. Moreover, Israel will certainly go from its land into exile.” 
(Amos 7:14-17 NASB) 


God then show Amos a basket of summer fruit, and uses it symbolically to describe 
His dissatisfaction in, and punishments for, the sins of His people: 


Thus the Lord God showed me, and behold, there was a basket of summer fruit. 2 
He said, “What do you see, Amos?” And | said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the 


Lord said to me, “The end has come for My people Israel. | will spare them no 


4 Hear this, you who trample the needy, to do away with the humble of the land, 5 


saying, 


“When will the new moon be over, 
So that we may sell grain, 

And the sabbath, that we may open the wheat market, 
To make the bushel smaller and the shekel bigger, 
And to cheat with dishonest scales, 


7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob, 
“Indeed, | will never forget any of their deeds. 
8 “Because of this will not the land quake 
And everyone who dwells in it mourn? 
Indeed, all of it will rise up like the Nile, 

And it will be tossed about 

And subside like the Nile of Egypt. 


Ba 


13 “In that day the beautiful virgins 
And the young men will faint from thirst. 
14 “As for those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, 


Who say, ‘As your god lives, O Dan,’ 
And, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives,’ 
They will fall and not rise again.” (Amos 8 NASB) 


» 
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http://closerdaybyday.org/amos-8/ 


God then promises first to judge and destroy (but not all!) the people, and then to 
restore them to their rightful place in relationship to Him. 


First the destruction and judgment: 

“Are you not as the sons of Ethiopia to Me, 

O sons of Israel?” declares the Lord. 

“Have | not brought up Israel from the land of Egypt, 

And the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir? 
8 “Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful kingdom, 
And | will destroy it from the face of the earth; 

Nevertheless, | will not totally destroy the house of Jacob,” 
Declares the Lord. 

9 “For behold, |!am commanding, 

And | will shake the house of Israel among all nations 

As grain is shaken in a sieve, 

But not a kernel! will fall to the ground. 

10 “All the sinners of My people will die by the sword, 

Those who say, ‘The calamity will not overtake or confront us.’ (Amos 9:7-10 
NASB). 


Then, and only then, will God restore, heal and forgive: 
“In that day | will raise up the fallen booth of David, 


13 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“When the plowman will overtake the reaper 

And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; 

When the mountains will drip sweet wine 

And all the hills will be dissolved. 

14 “Also | will restore the captivity of My people Israel, 
And they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them; 
They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, 
And make gardens and eat their fruit. 


( 
Obadiah 


Obadiah is not one of the books | find myself reading, studying or paying much 
attention to. Once the book of Amos has been read and studied, | tend to “skip 
over” the rest of the books of the Old Covenant. This is an error, as these books are 
worthy of attention and study. One such example is Obadiah, which is described 
(https://thebibleproject.com/explore/obadiah/) this way: “The Book of Obadiah may 
be small, but it packs a powerful punch against the arrogance of Edom and other 
ungodly nations.” 


Obadiah is a book of Judgment against Edom, and also a judgment against all other 
“ungodly” nations. My constant fear for my beautiful America is that we the people 
will continue to marginalize, ignore and even mock God to the point that He will 
abandon us and remove His protection from our people...! 

Obadiah writes: 

“The vision of Obadiah. 

Thus says the Lord God concerning Edom— 


4 “Though you build high like the eagle, 
Though you set your nest among the stars, 
From there | will bring you down,” declares the Lord. 


5 “If thieves came to you, 


Hf 


8 “Will | not on that day,” declares the Lord, 
“Destroy wise men from Edom 

And understanding from the mountain of Esau? 

9 “Then your mighty men will be dismayed, O Teman, 

So that everyone may be cut off from the mountain of Esau by slaughter. 


10 “Because of violence to your brother Jacob, 
In the day of their distress. 


13 “Do not enter the gate of My people 
In the day of their disaster. 

Yes, you, do not gloat over their calamity 
In the day of their disaster. 

And do not loot their wealth 

In the day of their disaster. 

14 “Do not stand at the fork of the road 
To cut down their fugitives; 

And do not imprison their survivors 

In the day of their distress. 


(The Day of the Lord and the Future) 
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16 “Because just as you drank on My holy mountain, 
All the nations will drink continually. 

They will drink and swallow 

And become as if they had never existed. 

17 “But on Mount Zion there will be those who escape, 
And it will be holy. 

And the house of Jacob will possess their possessions. 
18 “Then the house of Jacob will be a fire 

And the house of Joseph a flame; 

But the house of Esau will be as stubble. 

And they will set them on fire and consume them, 

So that there will be no survivor of the house of Esau,” 
For the Lord has spoken. 

19 Then those of the Negev will possess the mountain of Esau, 
And those of the Shephelah the Philistine plain; 

Also, possess the territory of Ephraim and the territory of Samaria, 
And Benjamin will possess Gilead. 

20 And the exiles of this host of the sons of Israel, 

Who are among the Canaanites as far as Zarephath, 
And the exiles of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad 

Will possess the cities of the Negev. 

21 The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion 

To judge the mountain of Esau, 

And the kingdom will be the Lord’s.” (Obadiah NASB) 


September 24, 2019 Jonah 1-4 


Jonah is listed among the “minor” prophets, not so much because of the lack of 
significance of his prophesy, but because of the length of the book itself. These four 
chapters represent perhaps one of the oldest stories of the Bible, as does Job. 
Wikipedia gives some useful background information 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Jonah)/. To quote: “The Book of Jonah is a 
book of the Nevi'im ("Prophets") in the Hebrew Bible. It tells of a Hebrew prophet 
named Jonah son of Amittai who is sent by God to prophesy the destruction of 
Nineveh but tries to escape the divine mission.[1] Set in the reign of Jeroboam II 
(786-746 BC), it was probably written in the post-exilic period, some time between 
the late 5th to early 4th century BC.[2] The story has a long interpretive history and 
has become well known through popular children's stories. In Judaism, it is the 
Haftarah portion read during the afternoon of Yom Kippur to instill reflection on 
God's willingness to forgive those who repent;[3] it remains a popular story among 
Christians. It is also retold in the Quran.” 


Jonah’s rebellion is described almost immediately in Chapter 1. Jonah, told to 
prophesy to Ninevah to prevent its judgment and destruction, decides to go the 
“opposite way” and leaves on a boat for Spain. God, who would not be denied, 


caused a storm to buffet the small watercraft and cause the sailors to “cast lots” to 
determine who was to blame. Jonah, sleeping below, is wakened and admits his 
culpability. To save the crew, Johan orders them to throw him overboard. Instead 
of drowning, Jonah is swallowed by a “great fish” (not a whale!). 


The story reads: 


“The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, 2 “Arise, go to 
Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before 
Me.” 3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So he 
went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and 
went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 


4 The Lord hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea 
so that the ship was about to break up. 5 Then the sailors became afraid and every 
man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to 
lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down 
and fallen sound asleep. 6 So the captain approached him and said, “How is it that 
you are sleeping? Get up, call on your god. Perhaps your god will be concerned 
about us so that we will not perish.” 


7 Each man said to his mate, “Come, let us cast lots so we may learn on whose 
account this calamity has struck us.” So they cast lots and the /ot fell on Jonah. 8 
Then they said to him, “Tell us, now! On whose account has this calamity struck us? 
What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? From 
what people are you?” 9 He said to them, “lam a Hebrew, and | fear the Lord God 
of heaven who made the sea and the dry land.” 


10 Then the men became extremely frightened and they said to him, “How could 
you do this?” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, 
because he had told them. 11 So they said to him, “What should we do to you that 
the sea may become calm for us?”—for the sea was becoming increasingly stormy. 
12 He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea will 
become calm for you, for | know that on account of me this great storm has come 
upon you.” 13 However, the men rowed desperately to return to land but they could 
not, for the sea was becoming even stormier against them. 14 Then they called on 
the Lord and said, “We earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish on account of 
this man’s life and do not put innocent blood on us; for You, O Lord, have done as 
You have pleased.” 


15 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. 
16 Then the men feared the Lord greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord 
and made vows. 


17 And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the 
stomach of the fish three days and three nights.” (Jonah 1 NASB) 
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Jonah and the Whale (1621) by Pieter Lastman 


The Lord Jesus referred to His interment for three days in the tomb before the 
Resurrection as the “sign of Jonah”...He said that this was the only sign that would 
be given. (Matthew 12:38-41 https://www.gotquestions.org/sign-of-Jonah.html) 


Jonah then prayer to the Lord (I suppose the Lord now had Jonah’s full attention!) 
and aske for deliverance: 


“Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish, 2 and he said, 


“I called out of my distress to the Lord, 

And He answered me. 

! cried for help from the depth of Sheol; 

You heard my voice. 

3 “For You had cast me into the deep, 

Into the heart of the seas, 

And the current engulfed me. 

All Your breakers and billows passed over me. 

4 “So | said, ‘1 have been expelled from Your sight. 
Nevertheless | will look again toward Your holy temple.’ 
5 “Water encompassed me to the point of death. 
The great deep engulfed me, 

Weeds were wrapped around my head. 

6 “| descended to the roots of the mountains. 


The earth with its bars was around me forever, 
But You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God. 
7 “While | was fainting away, 

/ remembered the Lord, 

And my prayer came to You, 

Into Your holy temple. 

8 “Those who regard vain idols 

Forsake their faithfulness, 

9 But | will sacrifice to You 

With the voice of thanksgiving. 

That which | have vowed | will pay. 

Salvation is from the Lord.” 


10 Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land.” 
(Jonah 2 NASB) 


Then God gives Jonah a “second chance” to preach repentance to the Ninevites. | 
imagine Jonah could hardly believe that God loved, cared for, or desired the 
repentance and not the destruction of these evil folks. However, the Word, even 
when delivered reluctantly and in the wrong spirit, is powerful and will not return 
void to the Lord (Isaiah 55:11; Hebrews 4:12). And Ninevah repeed and wa spared- 
led by the king’s example: 

“Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to 
Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which | am going to tell 
you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days’ walk. 4 Then Jonah began to 
go through the city one day’s walk; and he cried out and said, “Yet forty days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” 


(jonah 3 NASB) 


Jonah, instead of rejoicing at this great salvation and turning to the Lord in 
repentance- pouted and asked God to kill him. This must be the ultimate picture of 
ingratitude and selfishness! The Word tells us: 


4 The Lord said, “Do you have 


good reason to be angry?” 


5 Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it. There he made a shelter for 
himself and sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the 
city. 6 So the Lord God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade 
over his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely happy 
about the plant. 7 But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day and it 
attacked the plant and it withered. 8 When the sun came up God appointed a 
scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he became 
faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, “Death is better to me than life.” 


9 Then God said to Jonah, “Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?” 


120,000 persons who do (jonah 4 NASB) 


September 25, 2019 Micah 1-7 


Micah was another of the “minor” prophets- minor in that his message and 
prophesy was shorter in length than the “major” prophets. Wkipedia 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micah_(prophet))provides some background: 

Micah (Hebrew: 'nwana nan Mika hammorasti “Micah the Morashtite”) was a 
prophet in Judaism who prophesied from approximately 737 to 696 BC in Judah and 
is the author of the Book of Micah. He is considered one of the twelve minor 
prophets of the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) and was a contemporary of the prophets 
Isaiah, Amos and Hosea. Micah was from Moresheth-Gath, in southwest Judah. He 
prophesied during the reigns of kings Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah. Micah’s 
messages were directed chiefly toward Jerusalem. He prophesied the future 
destruction of Jerusalem and Samaria, the destruction and then future restoration of 
the Judean state, and he rebuked the people of Judah for dishonesty and idolatry. 
Micah 5:2 is interpreted by Christians as a prophecy that Bethlehem, a small village 
just south of Jerusalem, would be the birthplace of the Messiah. 


“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” (Micah 5:2) 


Micah also contains a summary of one of the foundational principles and ethics of 
the Judeo Christian faith. We find these words: 


“He hath shewed thee, O man, what Is good; and what doth the LorD require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8 KJV) 


Micah Exhorts the Israelites to Repent (Micah 7:1-20) Gustave Doré (1832-1883) 
This prophetic book begins with a description of the invasion, captivity, and 
servitude of the people which is to come. 


“The word of the Lord which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and 
Jerusalem. 


2 Hear, O peoples, all of you; 

Listen, O earth and all it contains, 

And let the Lord God be a witness against you, 
The Lord from His holy temple. 


6 For | will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the open country, 
Planting places for a vineyard. 
/ will pour her stones down into the valley 


And will lay bare her foundations. 

7 All of her idols will be smashed, 

All of her earnings will be burned with fire 

And all of her images | will make desolate, 

For she collected them from a harlot’s earnings, 
And to the earnings of a harlot they will return. 


8 Because of this | must lament and wail, 


10 Tell it not in Gath, 

Weep not at all. 

At Beth-le-aphrah roll yourself in the dust. 

11 Go on your way, inhabitant of Shaphir, in shameful nakedness. 
The inhabitant of Zaanan does not escape. 

The lamentation of Beth-ezel: “He will take from you its support.” 
12 For the inhabitant of Maroth 

Becomes weak waiting for good, 

Because a calamity has come down from the Lord 

To the gate of Jerusalem. 


ba 


.” (Micah 1 NASB) 


David Guzik’s Enduring Word website, which contains very insightful and helpful 
background to the Scriptures, offers these comments about Micah 
1(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/micah-1/): 

A. Coming judgment on Israel. 

1. (1) Introduction to the prophecy of Micah. 


The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 


a. Micah of Moresheth: The city of Moresheth (also called Moresheth Gath in Micah 
1:14) was about 25 miles (40 kilometers) southwest of Jerusalem on the border 
lands between Judah and the Philistines. This means that the prophet Micah was like 
the prophet Amos, a man from the country sent to the cities to bring the word of the 
LORD. 


i. We really don’t know anything about Micah’s background or call, but we do know 
that he had a strong sense of his own calling as a prophet, and he said so in Micah 
3:8. 


b. In the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah: This means that Micah ministered as a 
prophet some time between the years 739 B.C. (the start of the reign of Jotham) 
and 686 B.C. (the end of the reign of Hezekiah). Since Hezekiah was a noted 
reformer, we can suppose that the sin Micah confronted mainly concerns the time 
before the important reforms of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20). 


c. Concerning Samaria and Jerusalem: The city of Samaria was the capital of the 
northern kingdom of Israel, and Jerusalem was the capital of the southern kingdom 
of Judah. Micah looked to both the northern and southern kingdoms in his prophecy. 


i. In Judah during this time, King Ahaz was a particularly evil ruler. In Israel, there 
were a succession of evil kings. 


Micah pronounces “woe” and judgment to those who plot evil and oppress the 
people. The history of this country has been re-written in a contemporary “history” 
book (A People’s History of the United States) which describes the foundations of 
our democratic republic as a series of oppressions and class warfare between the 
elite and privileged and the powerless victims of oppression. | recently purchased 
this book so | can try to understand how the “other side”- the liberals, progressives 
and revisionists- look at America’s history. | doubt this book will change my mind or 
political views! There is certainly evil and oppression in any human society (slavery 
still exists in some parts of the world even today!), but my view of America is similar 
to that of Ronald Reagan and GHW Bush- we are a city set on a hill and a “thousand 
points of light”...just look how many are eager to come here- legally or 
(unfortunately) illegally. 
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Micah writes to the oppressors of his day: 


2 They covet fields and then seize them, 
And houses, and take them away. 

They rob a man and his house, 

A man and his inheritance. 


3 Therefore thus says the Lord, 


6 ‘Do not speak out,’ so they speak out. 
But if they do not speak out concerning these things, 
Reproaches will not be turned back. 


7 “Is it being said, O house of Jacob: 

‘ls the Spirit of the Lord impatient? 

Are these His doings?’ 

Do not My words do good 

To the one walking uprightly? 

8 “Recently My people have arisen as an enemy— 
You strip the robe off the garment 

From unsuspecting passers-by, 

From those returned from war. 

9 “The women of My people you evict, 

Each one from her pleasant house. 

From her children you take My splendor forever. 


12 “| will surely assemble all of you, Jacob, 

/ will surely gather the remnant of Israel. 

/ will put them together like sheep in the fold; 

Like a flock in the midst of its pasture 

They will be noisy with men. 

13 “The breaker goes up before them; 

They break out, pass through the gate and go out by it. 
So their king goes on before them, 

And the Lord at their head.” (Micah 2. NASB) 


Harsh and critical words are written condemning : 1) the godless and unfaithful 
rulers of Israel; 2) the “false prophets” who tell the people what they want to hear, 
or try to counterfeit the genuine Word of God. Micah writes: 


ll 


Yet they lean on the Lord saying, 

“Is not the Lord in our midst? 

Calamity will not come upon us.” 

12 Therefore, on account of you 

Zion will be plowed as a field, 

Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, 

And the mountain of the temple will become high places of a forest.” (Micah 3 
NASB) 


Micah paints a beautiful word picture of the tone and character of the “latter days”. 
This prophetic vision is very similar to that in the prophet Isaiah and in the 


Revelation to John. There will be peace- lasting, real peace- and harmony among 
the nations under God’s sovereign and loving reign: 


“And it will come about in the last days 

That the mountain of the house of the Lord 

Will be established as the chief of the mountains. 
It will be raised above the hills, 
And the peoples will stream to it. 


For from Zion will go forth the law, 
Even the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

3 And He will judge between many peoples 

And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. 
Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares 
And their spears into pruning hooks; 

Nation will not lift up sword against nation, 

And never again will they train for war. 


\ 


6 “In that day,” declares the Lord, 
“I will assemble the lame 
And gather the outcasts, 
Even those whom | have afflicted. 


| 


.” (Micah 4:108 NASB) 


The coming of the King is described in some detail in Micah 5. Some scholars will, 
of course, try to find another “king” that would fit this prophesy other than the King 
of Kings. These efforts fall short, though, in the description of the kingdom that is 
unchanging and eternal, and the vision of the King that triumphs at the end of time. 
(please see http://sljinstitute.net/the-prophets/micah/micah-the-shepherd-king-and- 
our-true-destiny/) No earthly “king” could fit this description! Jesus did not, of 
course, have the option of choosing His place of birth! (please see 
https://carm.org/does-micah-5-2-predict-jesus-messiah) God arranged for this birth 
through the laws and decrees of an earthly ruler in the Roman empire, who- of all 
things- was collecting a census for taxation! Once again God uses those on earth- 
pagan or faithful- knowing or unknowing- to accomplish His purposes. 


Micah writes: 

“Now muster yourselves in troops, daughter of troops; 
They have laid siege against us; 

With a rod they will smite the judge of Israel on the cheek. 


3 Therefore He will give them up until the time 
When she who is in labor has borne a child. 
Then the remainder of His brethren 

Will return to the sons of Israel. 
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6 They will shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, 
The land of Nimrod at its entrances; 

And He will deliver us from the Assyrian 

When he attacks our land 

And when he tramples our territory. 


10 “It will be in that day,” declares the Lord, 

“That | will cut off your horses from among you 

And destroy your chariots. 

11 “I! will also cut off the cities of your land 

And tear down all your fortifications. 

12 “I will cut off sorceries from your hand, 

And you will have fortune-tellers no more. 

13 “I! will cut off your carved images 

And your sacred pillars from among you, 

So that you will no longer bow down 

To the work of your hands. 

14 “I will root out your Asherim from among you 
And destroy your cities. 

15 “And I will execute vengeance in anger and wrath 
On the nations which have not obeyed.” (Micah 5 NASB) 


Micah makes it very clear what God expects- and demands- of His people. He does 
not delight in worship without passion, words without meaning, and rituals that are 
performed thoughtlessly and mechanically. The prophet Isaiah, and later the Gospel 
writer Matthew, tell us of such worship (Isaiah 29:13, Matthew 13:8) “Then the Lord 
said, "Because this people draw near with their words and honor Me with their lip 
service, but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their reverence for Me 
consists of tradition learned by rote”...(lsaiah 29:13 NASB); “These people honor 
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” (Matthew 13:8 quoting Isaiah 
29:13 NIV) 


Micah proclaims: 
“With what shall 1 come to the Lord 
And bow myself before the God on high? 


Shall l present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, 
The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 


9 The voice of the Lord will call to the city— 
And it is sound wisdom to fear Your name: 
“Hear, O tribe. Who has appointed its time? 
10 “Is there yet a man in the wicked house, 
Along with treasures of wickedness 

And a short measure that is cursed? 


11 


16 “The statutes of Omri 

And all the works of the house of Ahab are observed; 

And in their devices you walk. 

Therefore | will give you up for destruction 

And your inhabitants for derision, 

And you will bear the reproach of My people.” (Micah 6:6-16 NASB) 


Micah ends with a vision of restoration and redemption, as God once more takes His 
rightful place among His people: 


“But as for me, | will watch expectantly for the Lord; 
/ will wait for the God of my salvation. 
My God will hear me. 


91 will bear the indignation of the Lord 

Because | have sinned against Him, 

Until He pleads my case and executes justice for me. 
He will bring me out to the light, 

And | will see His righteousness. 

10 Then my enemy will see, 

And shame will cover her who said to me, 

“Where is the Lord your God?” 

My eyes will look on her; 

At that time she will be trampled down 


Like mire of the streets. 

11 It will be a day for building your walls. 

On that day will your boundary be extended. 

12 It will be a day when they will come to you 

From Assyria and the cities of Egypt, 

From Egypt even to the Euphrates, 

Even from sea to sea and mountain to mountain. 

13 And the earth will become desolate because of her inhabitants, 
On account of the fruit of their deeds. 
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17 They will lick the dust like a serpent, 
Like reptiles of the earth. 

They will come trembling out of their fortresses; 
To the Lord our God they will come in dread 
And they will be afraid before You. 

18 


(Micah 7:7-20 NASB) 
September 26, 2019 Nahum 1-3; Habakkuk 1-3 
Ver little is known about Nahum outside of these two chapters of prophesy against 


Ninevah. David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/nahum-1/) 


provides some insight and background about this “minor” prophet: 


ii. Nineveh was an ancient and famous city. It was founded by the first world 
dictator, Nimrod (Genesis 10:11). “From Nineveh’s walls, temples, palaces, 
inscriptions, and reliefs, mute yet elaborate witness is given to a city that flourished 
up to its destruction in 612 B.C. Accordingly, the magnificent buildings, artistic 
designs, and water-supply projects of Nineveh have resulted in its being likened to 
ancient Versailles” (Major Cities of the Biblical World). 


c. The book of the vision: This was more than a message communicated to Nahum 
in words or phrases from God. Because this was a vision, in Some way Nahum saw 
it. When we see the vivid, descriptive way Nahum writes we understand that the 
book records what he saw in his vision. 


i. Isaiah 2:1 says: The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. Isaiah saw a word, and in some sense Nahum also did. 


Eiosh The name Nahum san abbreviated form ofthe name Nehemiah, whieh 


(612 B.C.). 


ii. It is likely that Nahum was written during the height of Nineveh’s power. “It was 
concerned with Nineveh, and was delivered almost certainly when she was at the 
height of her power” (Morgan). 


pb. BNR 
Ss 


BE eho. enay %& 


& ASTLE COMEL 8H TD hy 
CF CAPESSIVE NATIONS ©. 


Weert 6 TORING HIRE WEISS FALL 


\ — ach ar SoM aneTe ATR 
7, On hep ae avert sue: 


i) a | (UE — 


WW ent 


TE LE Si 

WET GRIT MTGE AY 
1 LOW Leet ca 
Wily 


Sn MS 


https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/Preview/213665 


In the midst of the description of the awesome and irresistible power of God, there 
is this small “hidden gem” (verse 15), reminiscent of Isaiah 52:7 “How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth!” (KJV): 


“The oracle of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 


6 Who can stand before His indignation? 
Who can endure the burning of His anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire 


And the rocks are broken up by Him. 

7 The Lord is good, 

A stronghold in the day of trouble, 

And He knows those who take refuge in Him. 
8 But with an overflowing flood 

He will make a complete end of its site, 

And will pursue His enemies into darkness. 


9 Whatever you devise against the Lord, 

He will make a complete end of it. 

Distress will not rise up twice. 

10 Like tangled thorns, 

And like those who are drunken with their drink, 
They are consumed 

As stubble completely withered. 

11 From you has gone forth 

One who plotted evil against the Lord, 

A wicked counselor. 


12 Thus says the Lord, 


“Though they are at full strength and likewise many, 
Even so, they will be cut off and pass away. 

Though | have afflicted you, 

/ will afflict you no longer. 

13 “So now, | will break his yoke bar from upon you, 
And | will tear off your shackles.” 


14 The Lord has issued a command concerning you: 
“Your name will no longer be perpetuated. 

/ will cut off idol and image 

From the house of your gods. 

/ will prepare your grave, 

For you are contemptible.” 


Ninevah is overthrown by God, the “One who chatters” (verse 1): 


3 The shields of his mighty men are colored red, 
The warriors are dressed in scarlet, 

The chariots are enveloped in flashing steel 
When he is prepared to march, 

And the cypress spears are brandished. 

4 The chariots race madly in the streets, 

They rush wildly in the squares, 

Their appearance is like torches, 

They dash to and fro like lightning flashes. 

5 He remembers his nobles; 

They stumble in their march, 

They hurry to her wall, 

And the mantelet is set up. 

6 The gates of the rivers are opened 

And the palace is dissolved. 

7 It is fixed: 

She is stripped, she is carried away, 

And her handmaids are moaning like the sound of doves, 
Beating on their breasts. 
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12 The lion tore enough for his cubs, 
Killed enough for his lionesses, 

And filled his lairs with prey 

And his dens with torn flesh. 


(Nahum 2 


NASB) 
NInevah’s destruction is complete: 


4 All because of the many harlotries of the harlot, 
The charming one, the mistress of sorceries, 

Who sells nations by her harlotries 

And families by her sorceries. 

5 “Behold, | am against you,” declares the Lord of hosts; 
“And | will lift up your skirts over your face, 

And show to the nations your nakedness 

And to the kingdoms your disgrace. 

6 “! will throw filth on you 

And make you vile, 

And set you up as a spectacle. 

7 “And it will come about that all who see you 
Will shrink from you and say, 


8 Are you better than No-amon, 

Which was situated by the waters of the Nile, 
With water surrounding her, 

Whose rampart was the sea, 

Whose wall consisted of the sea? 

9 Ethiopia was her might, 

And Egypt too, without limits. 

Put and Lubim were among her helpers. 

10 Yet she became an exile, 

She went into captivity; 

Also her small children were dashed to pieces 

At the head of every street; 

They cast lots for her honorable men, 

And all her great men were bound with fetters. 
11 You too will become drunk, 

You will be hidden. 

You too will search for a refuge from the enemy. 
12 All your fortifications are fig trees with ripe fruit— 
When shaken, they fall into the eater’s mouth. 

13 Behold, your people are women in your midst! 
The gates of your land are opened wide to your enemies; 
Fire consumes your gate bars. 

14 Draw for yourself water for the siege! 


Strengthen your fortifications! 

Go into the clay and tread the mortar! 

Take hold of the brick mold! 

15 There fire will consume you, 

The sword will cut you down; 

It will consume you as the locust does. 

Multiply yourself like the creeping locust, 

Multiply yourself like the swarming locust. 

16 You have increased your traders more than the stars of heaven— 
The creeping locust strips and flies away. 

17 Your guardsmen are like the swarming locust. 

Your marshals are like hordes of grasshoppers 

Settling in the stone walls on a cold day. 

The sun rises and they flee, 

And the place where they are is not known. 

18 Your shepherds are sleeping, O king of Assyria; 

Your nobles are lying down. 

Your people are scattered on the mountains 

And there is no one to regather them. 
19 


For on whom has not your evil passed continually?” (Nahum 3 NASB) 


Habakkuk asks important questions of God. In this dialog- and prayer (Chapter 3), 
Habakkuk asks God why evil is tolerated and seems to flourish- focusing on 
Babylon, and how a faithful person can live in the midst of pain and adversity. 


The “just shall live by faith” seems to be the conclusion here, a theme and a 
theology that we find in full fruition in the Gospels. Wikipedia 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of Habakkuk) states: 

“The Book of Habakkuk is the eighth book of the 12 minor prophets of the Bible. It is 
attributed to the prophet Habakkuk, and was probably composed in the late 7th 
century BC. 


Of the three chapters in the book, the first two are a dialog between Yahweh and 
the prophet. The message that "the just shall live by his faith" (2:4) plays an 
important role in Christian thought. It is used in the Epistle to the Romans, Epistle to 
the Galatians, and the Epistle to the Hebrews as the starting point of the concept of 
faith. A copy of these chapters is included in the Habakkuk Commentary, found 
among the Dead Sea Scrolls. Chapter 3 may be an independent addition, now 
recognized as a liturgical piece, but was possibly written by the same author as 
chapters 1 and 2.” 


Habakkuk writes: 


“The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw. 


4 Therefore the law is ignored 
And justice is never upheld. 

For the wicked surround the righteous; 
Therefore justice comes out perverted. 


7 “They are dreaded and feared; 

Their justice and authority originate with themselves. 
8 “Their horses are swifter than leopards 

And keener than wolves in the evening. 

Their horsemen come galloping, 

Their horsemen come from afar; 

They fly like an eagle swooping down to devour. 

9 “All of them come for violence. 

Their horde of faces moves forward. 

They collect captives like sand. 

10 “They mock at kings 

And rulers are a laughing matter to them. 

They laugh at every fortress 

And heap up rubble to capture it. 

11 “Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on. 
But they will be held guilty, 

They whose strength is their god.” 


13 Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, 

And You can not look on wickedness with favor. 
Why do You look with favor 

On those who deal treacherously? 

Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up 


Those more righteous than they? 

14 Why have You made men like the fish of the sea, 
Like creeping things without a ruler over them? 

15 The Chaldeans bring all of them up with a hook, 
Drag them away with their net, 

And gather them together in their fishing net. 
Therefore they rejoice and are glad. 

16 Therefore they offer a sacrifice to their net 

And burn incense to their fishing net; 

Because through these things their catch Is large, 
And their food is plentiful. 

17 Will they therefore empty their net 

And continually slay nations without sparing?” (Habakkuk 1 NASB) 


And God gives His answer to these difficult questions- questions that have beset 
faithful believers since God began to claim His people as children: 


“| will stand on my guard post 

And station myself on the rampart; 

And | will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, 
And how I may reply when | am reproved. 


i 


3 “For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. 
Though it tarries, wait for it; 

For it will certainly come, it will not delay. 


5 “Furthermore, wine betrays the haughty man, 
So that he does not stay at home. 

He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, 

And he Is like death, never satisfied. 

He also gathers to himself all nations 

And collects to himself all peoples. 


6 “Will not all of these take up a taunt-song against him, 
Even mockery and insinuations against him 

And say, ‘Woe to him who increases what is not his— 
For how long— 

And makes himself rich with loans?’ 

7 “Will not your creditors rise up suddenly, 

And those who collect from you awaken? 

Indeed, you will become plunder for them. 

8 “Because you have looted many nations, 

All the remainder of the peoples will loot you— 


Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, 
To the town and all its inhabitants. 


12 “Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
And founds a town with violence! 

13 “Is it not indeed from the Lord of hosts 

That peoples toil for fire, 

And nations grow weary for nothing? 

14 “For the earth will be filled 

With the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 

As the waters cover the sea. 


15 “Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, 

Who mix in your venom even to make them drunk 

So as to look on their nakedness! 

16 “You will be filled with disgrace rather than honor. 

Now you yourself drink and expose your own nakedness. 
The cup in the Lord’s right hand will come around to you, 
And utter disgrace will come upon your glory. 

17 “For the violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, 
And the devastation of its beasts by which you terrified them, 
Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, 
To the town and all its inhabitants. 


.” (Habakkuk 2 NASB) 


Habakkuk is a book | remember (in addition to its impossible spelling) as the book 
that provides this wonderful statement of faith in the midst of adversity: 

“| heard and my inward parts trembled, 

At the sound my lips quivered. 

Decay enters my bones, 


And in my place | tremble. 

Because | must wait quietly for the day of distress, 
For the people to arise who will invade us. 

17 Though the fig tree should not blossom 

And there be no fruit on the vines, 

Though the yield of the olive should fail 

And the fields produce no food, 

Though the flock should be cut off from the fold 
And there be no cattle in the stalls, 

18 Yet | will exult in the Lord, 

| will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 

19 The Lord God is my strength, 

And He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, 

And makes me walk on my high places.” (Habakkuk 3:16-19 NASB) 


September 27, 2019 Zephaniah 1-3 Haggai 1-2 


Zephaniah addressing people (French bible, 16th century) 


The judgment of God is seen in this apocalyptic vision given to Zephaniah- ALL the 
nations will be judged- pointing to the judgment at the end times described in 
Matthew 25: 


“The word of the Lord which came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son 
of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah: 


2 “I will completely remove all things 

From the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. 

3 “Il will remove man and beast; 

/ will remove the birds of the sky 

And the fish of the sea, 

And the ruins along with the wicked; 

And | will cut off man from the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. 


7 Be silent before the Lord God! 

For the day of the Lord is near, 

For the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
He has consecrated His guests. 


8 “Then it will come about on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice 


That | will punish the princes, the king’s sons 


And all who clothe themselves with foreign garments. 
9 “And ! will punish on that day all who leap on the temple threshold, 
Who fill the house of their lord with violence and deceit. 


10 “On that day,” declares the Lord, 


“There will be the sound of a cry from the Fish Gate, 


A wail from the Second Quarter, 

And a loud crash from the hills. 

11 “Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar, 

For all the people of Canaan will be silenced; 
All who weigh out silver will be cut off. 


13 “Moreover, their wealth will become plunder 
And their houses desolate; 

Yes, they will build houses but not inhabit them, 
And plant vineyards but not drink their wine.” 


In it the warrior cries out bitterly. 
15 A day of wrath is that day, 

A day of trouble and distress, 

A day of destruction and desolation, 
A day of darkness and gloom, 

A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16 A day of trumpet and battle cry 
Against the fortified cities 

And the high corner towers. 

17 / will bring distress on men 

So that they will walk like the blind, 


Because they have sinned against the Lord; 
And their blood will be poured out like dust 
And their flesh like dung. 

18 Neither their silver nor their gold 

Will be able to deliver them 

On the day of the Lord’s wrath; 

And all the earth will be devoured 

In the fire of His jealousy, 


(Zephaniah 1 NASB) 


The web page Study Light () adds emphasis to the universal nature of this 
Judgment: 


"End ... of all them that dwell in the land ..." Our version (American Standard 
Version) is weak in this passage. The Revised Standard Version is surely correct in 
the rendition, "In the fire of his jealous wrath, all the earth shall be consumed; for a 
full, yea, sudden end, he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth." It is thus 
clear that the final judgment is in view, for the totality of men will be involved in it. 
It is a marvel to some that Zephaniah seems to confuse the end of Judah and the 
end of the world; but, as Carson noted: "The near and the distant often merge as 
the prophets survey the horizon of events. Events which are historically separate 
are often seen in a timeless sequence." %! 


The powerful message of these final verses of Zephaniah 1 should be heeded by all 
men. God's eternal judgment will most certainly occur. There will be a time in 
history when the Son of Man shall suddenly appear in the vault of heaven with ten 
thousand of his angels, taking vengeance upon them that know not God and obey 
not the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It will a time of "bad news" for Adam's 
rebellious race. "All the tribes of the earth shall mourn over him when they see the 
Son of man coming with the clouds of heaven in power and great glory" (Matthew 
24:29,30). All of the smooth infidels who have scoffed at holy religion will 
dramatically discover their fatal error, and the mightiest of all the earth shall 
scream for the rocks and mountains to fall upon them and hide them from the face 
of the Lamb and from him that sitteth upon the throne, a throne which they would 
not believe even existed! 


Yes, preaching on the theme of Eternal Judgment has been grossly abused; and, as 
Edgar said: 


"Fear that we may be classed with those melodramatic preachers who delight to 
portray the tortures of the damned have too easily made us forget this whole 
dimension of Biblical preaching.""??! 


Nevertheless, our fears of human disapproval ought not to interfere with loyalty in 
regard to what Jesus Christ himself plainly taught. There can be no faithfulness to 
Christ without preaching the doctrine of Eternal Judgment.” 


As written in Phillipians 2:10-11 ” ...that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” (NIV) 


God’s judgment will be harsh and immediate for the enemies of God’s people (and 
of God Himself): 


4 For Gaza will be abandoned 

And Ashkelon a desolation; 

Ashdod will be driven out at noon 

And Ekron will be uprooted. 

5 Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast, 

The nation of the Cherethites! 

The word of the Lord is against you, 

O Canaan, land of the Philistines; 

And | will destroy you 

So that there will be no inhabitant. 

6 So the seacoast will be pastures, 

With caves for shepherds and folds for flocks. 
7 And the coast will be 

For the remnant of the house of Judah, 

They will pasture on it. 

In the houses of Ashkelon they will lie down at evening; 
For the Lord their God will care for them 

And restore their fortune. 


8 “I have heard the taunting of Moab 


9 “Therefore, as | live,” declares the Lord of hosts, 
The God of Israel, 

“Surely Moab will be like Sodom 

And the sons of Ammon like Gomorrah— 

A place possessed by nettles and salt pits, 

And a perpetual desolation. 


The remnant of My people will plunder them 
And the remainder of My nation will inherit them.” 


become arrogant againat the people of the Lord of hosts 11 The Lord wil be 


(Zephaniah 2:1- 


10 NASB) 


God then promises victory over the enemies of His people, and a restoration of 
Israel: 

“Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout in triumph, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 


18 “I will gather those who grieve about the appointed feasts— 
They came from you, O Zion; 

The reproach of exile is a burden on them. 

19 “Behold, | am going to deal at that time 

With all your oppressors, 

/ will save the lame 

And gather the outcast, 

And | will turn their shame into praise and renown 

In all the earth. 

20 


(Zephaniah 3:14-20 NASB) 


According to the web page The Bible Project 
(https://thebibleproject.com/explore/haggai/): 

“Haggai challenges the returning exiles to remember their covenant, remain faithful 
to God and build the temple before constructing their own homes. While the new 
temple didn't meet their expectations, their efforts and faithfulness would be 
blessed. They could also be encouraged by God's promise to build a New Jerusalem 


for His international kingdom, defeat evil, and live in their midst. Future prophetic 
books contain more details about when these promises would be fulfilled. 

The people of Israel were conquered by Babylon because they broke their covenant 
with God through idolatry and injustice. The book of Haggai was written 70 years 
after this prophesied exile and recounts the experience of a small group of 
Israelites, led by Joshua and Zerubbabel, who had returned to rebuild Jerusalem.” 


Haggai (watercolor circa 1896-1902 by James Tissot) 

God does several important things in this series of communications (sending of the 
Word of the Lord) with His people: 1) he urges them to return to the Land, along 
with Joshua and Zerubbabel; 2) he asks them why they are not blessed ( verses 5- 
6); 3) He answers His own question by telling them that His Temple should not be 
neglected but restored, just as the people have restored their homes (verse 9), and 
God assures His people that he is with them (verse 13- He is the “With You” God!): 
In the second year of Darius the king, on the first day of the sixth month, the word 
of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 


put on clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns wages to put 
into a purse with holes.” 


7 Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains, bring 
wood and rebuild the temple, that | may be pleased with it and be glorified,” says 
the Lord. 9 “You look for much, but behold, it comes to little; when you bring it 
home, | blow it away. Why?” declares the Lord of hosts, “Because of My house 
which lies desolate, while each of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore, because 
of you the sky has withheld its dew and the earth has withheld its produce. 11 | 
called for a drought on the land, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, 
on the oil, on what the ground produces, on men, on cattle, and on all the labor of 
your hands.” 


12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him. And the 
people showed reverence for the Lord. 13 


14 So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on 
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth 
month in the second year of Darius the king. (Haggai 1 NASB) 


Many times in this life we generate an idealized picture of what we think a certain 
experience, relationship, or “adventure” should be, only to come crashing down to 
earth when we find that the “real world” does not instantly conform to our wishes. 
This is often just a reminder that we are not in charge of the universe. The 
returning exiles accomplished a major task in rebuilding the Temple and their city, 
but the Temple wasn’t nearly as glorious or large as it had once been. Why didn’t 
God make it possible (or easy?) to restore everything to its former glory? The 
returning exiles had to content themselves in the hope and belief that God would 
once again make them His nation and His people- that their rulers- like Zerubbabel- 
would be a “signet”- a representative of the Most High God. 

Haggai writes: 

“On the twenty-first of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the 
prophet saying, 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the 
people saying, 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? 
And how do you see it now? Does it not seem to you like nothing in comparison? 4 
But now take courage, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord, ‘take courage also, Joshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all you people of the land take courage,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘and work; for |! am with you,’ declares the Lord of hosts. 5 ‘As for 
the promise which | made you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in 
your midst; do not fear!’ 6 For thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Once more in a little 
while, |am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. 
7 | will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and | 
will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine and the 
gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord of hosts. 9 ‘The latter glory of this house will be 


greater than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘and in this place | will give peace,’ 
declares the Lord of hosts.” 


10 On the twenty-fourth of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word 
of the Lord came to Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
‘Ask now the priests for a ruling: 12 If a man carries holy meat in the fold of his 
garment, and touches bread with this fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other 
food, will it become holy?’” And the priests answered, “No.” 13 Then Haggai said, “If 
one who is unclean from a corpse touches any of these, will the latter become 
unclean?” And the priests answered, “It will become unclean.” 14 Then Haggai said, 
“Go is this people. And so is this nation before Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘and so is 
every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean. 15 But now, do 
consider from this day onward: before one stone was placed on another in the 
temple of the Lord, 16 from that time when one came to a grain heap of twenty 
measures, there would be only ten; and when one came to the wine vat to draw fifty 
measures, there would be only twenty. 17 1 smote you and every work of your 
hands with blasting wind, mildew and hail; yet you did not come back to Me,’ 
declares the Lord. 18 ‘Do consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day 
of the ninth month; from the day when the temple of the Lord was founded, 
consider: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? Even including the vine, the fig tree, the 
pomegranate and the olive tree, it has not borne fruit. Yet from this day on! will 
bless you.’” 

20 Then the word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth 
day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah, saying, ‘1am 
going to shake the heavens and the earth. 22 | will overthrow the thrones of 
kingdoms and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations; and | will 
overthrow the chariots and their riders, and the horses and their riders will go down, 


everyone by the sword of another.’ 23 


(Haggai 2 NASB) 


September 28, 2019 Zechariah 1-7 


The prophet Zechariah is among the “minor prophets” of Israel. Wikipedia 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of Zechariah) provides this information: 


“Zechariah's prophecies took place during the reign of Darius the Great, and were 
contemporary with Haggai in a post-exilic world after the fall of Jerusalem in 587/6 
BC. Ezekiel and Jeremiah wrote before the fall of Jerusalem, while continuing to 
prophesy in the early exile period. Scholars believe Ezekiel, with his blending of 
ceremony and vision, heavily influenced the visionary works of Zechariah 1-8. 
Zechariah is specific about dating his writing (520-518 BC). 


During the Exile many Judahites and Benjamites were taken to Babylon, where the 
prophets told them to make their homes, suggesting they would spend a long 
period of time there. Eventually freedom did come to many Israelites, when Cyrus 
the Great overtook the Babylonians in 539 BC. In 538 BC, the famous Edict of Cyrus 
was released, and the first return took place under Sheshbazzar. After the death of 
Cyrus in 530 BC, Darius consolidated power and took office in 522 BC. His system 


divided the different colonies of the empire into easily manageable districts 
overseen by governors. Zerubbabel comes into the story, appointed by Darius as 
governor over the district of Yehud Medinata. 


Under the reign of Darius, Zechariah also emerged, centering on the rebuilding of 
the Temple. Unlike the Babylonians, the Persian Empire went to great lengths to 
keep “cordial relations” between vassal and lord. The rebuilding of the Temple was 
encouraged by the leaders of the empire in hopes that it would strengthen the 
authorities in local contexts. This policy was good politics on the part of the 
Persians, and the Jews viewed it as a blessing from God. 


a a —; NE. 
The Prophet Zechariah by Michelangelo for the Sistine Chapel Cir 1512 


Zechariah's vision of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse _ The Bible (1865) - 
Zechariah 6-5.jpg 


Dr. Woodhead (http://doctorwoodhead.com/zechariahs-vision-horns-smiths/) offers 
the following commentary on Zechariah 1 (Theology in Perspective Dr. Daniel 
Woodhead): 


The Horns 


In Zechariah 1:15, the red-horse rider vision is the first of the eight and a key vision 
supporting the other visions that follow it. In that vision God makes is quite clear 
that He is very displeased with the Gentile nations because of their treatment of 
Israel and implied that a punishment would be coming to them. Therefore this vision 
of the horns and smiths should be viewed as a continuation, or fulfillment, of the 
events of the first vision. During the entire Time of the Gentiles the Jews have been 
horribly persecuted. God wants Israel to receive a sense of comfort that He is 
working behind the scenes to address the excessive punishment the Gentiles have 
and will continue to apply to Israel. The Temple is of immense importance to God 
and the life of the Israelites. It is through this vision, which is being given in 520 B.C. 
that the Lord is implying that Israel was now free from oppression and could start 
rebuilding the Temple that the Babylonians destroyed in 586 B.C. 


Zechariah 1:18-19 


8 And | lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, four horns. 19And | said unto the 
angel that talked with me, What are these? And he answered me, These are the 
horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. (ASV, 1901) 


The Hebrew word for “behold” is heenay and it is a command to “pay attention to 
what will follow”. Zechariah, still in his vision state, lifts up his mind’s eyes and sees 
four horns. Remember that an angel who speaks to Zechariah’s mind is living 
outside of time and space in the spiritual world as he speaks to Zechariah’s spirit. 
The vision is written in the Hebrew perfect tense that means the action is completed 
regardless of whether the event occurs in the past, the present, or future. It is 
important to understand this because the next vision discusses the completion of 
some events that are yet future to the time of Zechariah and our time (2013) as 
well. Without considering this Hebrew grammatical concept it becomes difficult to 
identify the horns and the smiths of this vision and we are left guessing at their 
identity. Therefore, in the perfect tense of prophetic vision, everything appears to 
occur simultaneously when Zechariah sees the four horns and smiths together. In 
English grammar we can view this as the future perfect tense. Therefore think of 
these four horns, though successive in time, are being shown to Zechariah all at 
once, and the antagonism and cruelty to the nation Israel is already past and gone, 
even though some still has yet to happen in the future. He sees the horns and 
simply says to the communicating angel “What are these?” Then the text 
continued, “And he[the angel] answered me, These are the horns which have 
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” In other words the angel is referring to the 
four Gentile Empires described in Daniel chapters two and seven. Horns were used 
as a symbol of military strength and power in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 
33:17; 1 Kings 22:11; Psalm 75:10; Ezekiel 29:21; Micah 4:13). Here they represent 
the four powerful nations who displaced the Jews, captured, and occupied 
Jerusalem. Zechariah has experienced two of these régimes in his lifetime, Babylon 
and Medo-Persia and realized that there are more to follow. The four horns (world 
empires) that subjugated the Jews are: 

Babylon 

Medo-Persia 

Greece 

Rome (or the governmental system of Imperialism) 


Zechariah writes: 

“In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to 
Zechariah the prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo saying, 2 “The Lord 
was very angry with your fathers. 3 Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, “Return to Me,” declares the Lord of hosts, “that | may return to you,” says 
the Lord of hosts. 4 “Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets 
proclaimed, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Return now from your evil ways 
and from your evil deeds.”’ But they did not listen or give heed to Me,” declares the 
Lord. 5 “Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? 6 But 
did not My words and My statutes, which | commanded My servants the prophets, 


overtake your fathers? Then they repented and said, ‘As the Lord of hosts purposed 
to do to us in accordance with our ways and our deeds, so He has dealt with us.’”’” 


(Patrol of the Earth) 

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Shebat, in 
the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah the prophet, the 
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, as follows: 


12 Then the angel of the Lord said, “O Lord of hosts, how long will You have no 
compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which You have been 
indignant these seventy years?” 13 The Lord answered the angel who was speaking 
with me with gracious words, comforting words. 14 So the angel who was speaking 
with me said to me, “Proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “lam 
exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and Zion. 15 But !am very angry with the nations 
who are at ease; for while | was only a little angry, they furthered the disaster.” 16 
Therefore thus says the Lord, “I will return to Jerusalem with compassion; My house 
will be built in it,” declares the Lord of hosts, “and a measuring line will be stretched 
over Jerusalem.”’ 17 Again, proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “My 
cities will again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again comfort Zion and 
again choose Jerusalem.”’” 


18 Then | lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there were four horns. 19 So | 
said to the angel who was speaking with me, “What are these?” And he answered 
me, “These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.” 20 
Then the Lord showed me four craftsmen. 21 | said, “What are these coming to do?” 
And he said, “These are the horns which have scattered Judah so that no man lifts 
up his head; but these craftsmen have come to terrify them, to throw down the 
horns of the nations who have lifted up their horns against the land of Judah in order 
to scatter it.” (Zechariah 1:1-21 NASB) 


Zechariah then sees a man with a measuring line in his hand: 


6 “Ho there! Flee from the land of the north,” declares the Lord, “for | have 
dispersed you as the four winds of the heavens,” declares the Lord. 7 “Ho, Zion! 
Escape, you who are living with the daughter of Babylon.” 8 For thus says the Lord 
of hosts, “After glory He has sent me against the nations which plunder you, for he 
who touches you, touches the apple of His eye. 9 For behold, | will wave My hand 
over them so that they will be plunder for their slaves. Then you will know that the 
Lord of hosts has sent Me. 10 Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for 
behold 1am coming and | will dwell in your midst,” declares the Lord. 11 “Many 
nations will join themselves to the Lord in that day and will become My people. Then 
/ will dwell in your midst, and you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to 
you. 12 The Lord will possess Judah as His portion in the holy land, and will again 
choose Jerusalem. 


13 “Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord; for He is aroused from His holy habitation.” 
(Zechariah 2 NASB) 


Zechariah then sees Joshua, the high priest, standing before Satan: 


Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, 


and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 The Lord said to Satan, “The 


6 And the angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, 7 “Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, ‘If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will 
also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and ! will grant you free 
access among these who are standing here. 
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of hosts, ‘and | will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 ‘In that day,’ 


declares the Lord of hosts, ‘every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his 
vine and under his fig tree.’” (Zechariah 3 NASB) 


This Branch (verse 8) can be none of the than King Jesus Himself! David Guzik’s 
Enduring Word commentary 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/zechariah-3/) supports the notion that 


this is a Messianic vision: 


| am bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH: The term Branch is used several times 
as a title for the Messiah (Isaiah 4:2 and 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5 and 33:15). The 
BRANCH is associated with fruitfulness and life. Jesus used the same image when 
He said that He was the vine and we are the branches (John 15:5). 


b. For behold, the stone | have laid before Joshua: If a branch seems weak, then God 
gives us another picture - a stone, having seven eyes. In the thinking of the ancient 
world eyes represented knowledge because we learn more through our eyes than 
any other way. The seven eyes speak of the perfection and fullness of the 
knowledge and wisdom of the Messiah. 


c. | will engrave its inscription: Early Christians saw the engraving on the stone to be 
a picture of Jesus’ wounds. The engraving could also be a mark of identification or 
beautification. 


d. Everyone will invite his neighbor under his vine and under his fig tree: This is a 
proverbial expression that means prosperity and peace (1 Kings 4:25, 2 Kings 
18:31). Ultimately, this is the peace that the reign of the Messiah brings. This vision 
and word from Zechariah shows how much God wanted to encourage and 
strengthen Joshua, and He does it in the best way: setting his eyes on our Messiah, 
Jesus Christ. That is always our best encouragement. 


Zechariah 4 involves more symbolism- the lampstand (seen several other places 
elsewhere in Scripture) as well as the olive tree (please see 
https://www.gotquestions.org/lampstand-Bible.html; and https://bible.knowing- 
jesus.com/topics/Olive-Trees). Zechariah writes: 


Then the angel who was speaking with me returned and roused me, as a man who 
is awakened from his sleep. 2 He said to me, “What do you see?” And | said, “| see, 
and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven 
lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top 
of it; 3 also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bowl and the other on 
its left side.” 4 Then | said to the angel who was speaking with me saying, “What 
are these, my lord?” 5 So the angel who was speaking with me answered and said 
to me, “Do you not know what these are?” And | said, “No, my lord.” 6 Then he said 
to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel sayin 

7 ‘What are you, O great mountain? 
Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain; and he will bring forth the top stone 
with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!”’” 


8 Also the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have 
laid the foundation of this house, and his hands will finish it. Then you will know that 
the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small 
things? But these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of 


Zerubbabel—these are the eyes of the Lord which range to and fro throughout the 
earth.” 


11 Then | said to him, “What are these two olive trees on the right of the lampstand 
and on its left?” 12 And | answered the second time and said to him, “What are the 
two olive branches which are beside the two golden pipes, which empty the golden 
oil from themselves?” 13 So he answered me, saying, “Do you not know what these 
are?” And | said, “No, my lord.” 14 Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones 
who are standing by the Lord of the whole earth.” (Zechariah 4 NASB) 


Then Zechariah sees a “flying scroll”: 


“Then | lifted up my eyes again and looked, and behold, there was a flying scroll. 2 
And he said to me, “What do you see?” And | answered, “I see a flying scroll; its 
length is twenty cubits and its width ten cubits.” 3 Then he said to me, “This is the 
curse that is going forth over the face of the whole land; surely everyone who steals 
will be purged away according to the writing on one side, and everyone who swears 
will be purged away according to the writing on the other side. 4 / will make it go 
forth,” declares the Lord of hosts, “and it will enter the house of the thief and the 
house of the one who swears falsely by My name; and It will spend the night within 
that house and consume it with its timber and stones.” 


5 Then the angel who was speaking with me went out and said to me, “Lift up now 
your eyes and see what this is going forth.” 6 | said, “What is it?” And he said, “This 
is the ephah going forth.” Again he said, “This is their appearance in all the land 7 
(and behold, a lead cover was lifted up); and this is a woman sitting inside the 
ephah.” 8 Then he said, “This is Wickedness!” And he threw her down into the 
middle of the ephah and cast the lead weight on its opening. 9 Then | lifted up my 
eyes and looked, and there two women were coming out with the wind in their 
wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the ephah 
between the earth and the heavens. 10! said to the angel who was speaking with 
me, “Where are they taking the ephah?” 11 Then he said to me, “To build a temple 
for her in (heVana OF Shinal; and when it is prepared, she will be set there on her 
own pedestal.” 


It is important to note that the “ephah” here is a basket 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/zechariah-5/). “Shinar” refers to 
Babylon- the evil will be returned to the place of its origin! 


Zechariah 6 introduces the vision of the four horsemen- seen again in the 
Revelation to John. We also see the vision of the crown: 


“Now | lifted up my eyes again and looked, and behold, four chariots were coming 
forth from between the two mountains; and the mountains were bronze mountains. 
2 With the first chariot were red horses, with the second chariot black horses, 3 with 
the third chariot white horses, and with the fourth chariot strong dappled horses. 4 
Then | spoke and said to the angel who was speaking with me, “What are these, my 
lord?” 5 The angel replied to me, “These are the four spirits of heaven, going forth 


.” And He said, “Go, patrol the earth.” So 
they patrolled the earth. 8 Then He cried out to me and spoke to me saying, “See, 
those who are going to the land of the north have appeased My wrath in the land of 
the north.” 


9 The word of the Lord also came to me, saying, 10 “Take an offering from the 
exiles, from Heldai, Tobijah and Jedaiah; and you go the same day and enter the 
house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, where they have arrived from Babylon. 


(The Symbolic Crowns) 
11 Take silver and gold, make an ornate crown and set it on the head of Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12 Then say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, 


Those who are far off will come 
and build the temple of the Lord.” Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has 
sent me to you. And it will take place if you completely obey the Lord your God. 
(Zechariah 6 NASB) 


We then see (again) the imagery of these “stubborn, stiff necked” people from 
God’s perspective. Just as Isaiah (Isaiah 6:9) was told to prophesy but that the 
people would not hear, Zechariah is told by God that these people (God’s people!) 
had hearts like flint- a far cry from the hearts of flesh that God showed Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 31:31-33). The people “fasted” but their hearts were not touched or 
changed- just as Micah (Micah 6:6-8) proclaimed what God requires, and James 
describes the definition of “pure religion” (James 1:27), God insists that mercy, 
kindness and compassion are all that He expects from Hos people: 


“In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah on the 
fourth day of the ninth month, which is Chislev. 2 Now the town of Bethel had sent 
Sharezer and Regemmelech and their men to seek the favor of the Lord, 3 speaking 
to the priests who belong to the house of the Lord of hosts, and to the prophets, 
saying, “Shall | weep in the fifth month and abstain, as | have done these many 
years?” 4 Then the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, 5 


yourselves? 7 Are not these the words which the Lord proclaimed by the former 
prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous along with its cities around 
it, and the Negev and the foothills were inhabited?’” 


8 Then the word of the Lord came to Zechariah saying, 9 “Thus has the Lord of 
hosts said, ‘Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each to his 
brother; 10 and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; 
and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.’ 11 But they refused to 
pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing. 
12 They made their hearts like flint so that they could not hear the law and the 
words which the Lord of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets; 
therefore great wrath came trom the Lord of hosts. 13 And just as He called and 
they would not listen, so they called and | would not listen,” says the Lord of hosts; 
14 “but I scattered them with a storm wind among all the nations whom they have 
not known. Thus the land is desolated behind them so that no one went back and 
forth, for they made the pleasant land desolate.”” (Zechariah 7 NASB) 
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God’s intention was always that His people be “a blessing” and “a light to the 
nations”. Here in Chapter 8 Zechariah sees an image and a vision of just what that 
might look like in real time. His prophetic vision shows how the nations will see the 
blessings that are manifest in God’s people and will seek them out for advice and 
spiritual leadership: 


“Then the word of the Lord of hosts came, saying, 2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘/ 
am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath | am jealous for her.’ 3 Thus 
says the Lord, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then 
Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will 
be called the Holy Mountain.’ 4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Old men and old 
women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his hand 
because of age. 5 And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing 
in its streets.’ 6 Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘If it is too difficult in the sight of the 
remnant of this people in those days, will it also be too difficult in My sight?’ 
declares the Lord of hosts. 7 Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Behold, | am going to 
save My people from the land of the east and from the land of the west; 8 and | will 
bring them back and they will live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My 
people, and | will be their God in truth and righteousness.’ 


9 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Let your hands be strong, you who are listening in 
these days to these words from the mouth of the prophets, those who spoke in the 
day that the foundation of the house of the Lord of hosts was laid, to the end that 
the temple might be built. 10 For before those days there was no wage for man or 
any wage for animal; and for him who went out or came in there was no peace 
because of his enemies, and | set all men one against another. 11 But now / will not 
treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,’ declares the Lord of hosts. 
12 ‘For there will be peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, the land will yield 
its produce and the heavens will give their dew; and | will cause the remnant of this 


people to inherit all these things. 13 W#willicome about that just as \you were a\curse 
among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so | will save you that you 
may become a blessing. Do not fear; let your hands be strong.’ 


14 “For thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Just as | purposed to do harm to you when your 
fathers provoked Me to wrath,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘and | have not relented, 15 


18 Then the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, 19 “Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, ‘The fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh and the 
fast of the tenth months will become joy, gladness, and cheerful feasts for the 
house of Judah; so love truth and peace.’ 


"(Zechariah 8 


In Zechariah 9 we see God’s judgment against the “nations” surrounding Israel, and 
the salvation that is to come from one “riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 
donkey” (Zechariah 9:9)- a prophesy fulfilled by Jesus: 


“The burden of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach, with Damascus 
as its resting place (for the eyes of men, especially of all the tribes of Israel, are 
toward the Lord), 


2 And Hamath also, which borders on it; 
Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. 
3 For Tyre built herself a fortress 

And piled up silver like dust, 

And gold like the mire of the streets. 


8 But | will camp around My house because of an army, 
Because of him who passes by and returns; 

And no oppressor will pass over them anymore, 

For now | have seen with My eyes. 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! 


10 / will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
And the horse from Jerusalem; 
And the bow of war will be cut off. 


.” (Zechariah 9:1-10 NASB) 


The Study Light commentary 
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/zechariah-9.html) is especially 
helpful here: 

“Zechariah 9:9-10. Without exception, the four Gospels presented this as a 
prophecy of the Triumphal Entry of Jesus Christ into the city of Jerusalem on Sunday 
of the Passion week. The cutting off of the chariot, the battle bow, and the horse 
were prophecies of the rejection by Christ's church of the instruments of warfare as 
a means of advancing the truth. The mention of both Ephraim and Jerusalem 
indicated the unity of all Israel "in Christ." There is no indication in this that God 
would restore the destroyed kingdom of Ephraim.” 


— 


God’s deliverance will be amazing, complete and a surprising blessing to His people, 
who for so very long rejected, ignored and even railed against God. Zechariah 
writes: 


14 Then the Lord will appear over them, 

And His arrow will go forth like lightning; 

And the Lord God will blow the trumpet, 

And will march in the storm winds of the south. 
15 


17 For what comeliness and beauty will be theirs! 
Grain will make the young men flourish, and new wine the virgins.” (Zechariah 9:11- 
17 NASB) 


The Study Light commentary (see reference above) is helpful here: 
“Zechariah 9:11. 


Zechariah 9:12. "Prisoners of hope" has reference to those who patiently waited for 
the kingdom of God. Paul spoke of himself in this terminology, "Hope of Israel, for 
which | am bound with this chain" (Acts 28:20); and in Galatians 3:23, he wrote: 


Zechariah 9:13. The bow, the arrow, and the sword appearing here and in Zechariah 
9:14 are a metaphor of spiritual power, exactly the same metaphor Paul used in his 
“whole armour of God" passage in Ephesians 6. It could have been suggested by 
these words in Zechariah. 


Zechariah 9:15. This is counted a very difficult passage by most students of the 
place. The first part, about God's defending his people, is clear. The protection of 
God is guaranteed to his faithful followers. Matthew 18:20 carries exactly the same 
promise to Christians. However that about "drinking and making a noise as through 
wine" (ASV), is very difficult. Although most versions and translations soften the 
passage by changing the words, as in our version, the actual meaning of the place 
is, "They will drink blood like wine and be filled with it like the corners of the 
altar."[3] This simply cannot mean that the returnees would celebrate victories over 
their enemies by such godless behavior. The law of God specifically forbade the 
drinking of blood, as does the New Testament. So what is meant? Here is where 
Jesus found a testimony of himself; and this is exactly the metaphor he used in John 
6:53ff. The passage is inapplicable to the Old Testament dispensation and is 
applicable only as a metaphor in the New Testament dispensation. Jesus said, 
"Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have not life in 
yourselves." 


These specific citations make it absolutely certain that the times of the Messiah, 
that is, presently, in the church and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, are the times 
and conditions spoken of by the prophet in this 9th chapter.” 


God will bless His people. In the first part of this chapter we find the illustration of 
rain- the life giving crop-growing water- that was a blessing from God so many 
times to these agricultural people. Zechariah describes this amazing blessing: 


2 For the teraphim speak iniquity, 

And the diviners see lying visions 

And tell false dreams; 

They comfort in vain. 

Therefore the people wander like sheep, 

They are afflicted, because there is no shepherd. 

3 “My anger Is kindled against the shepherds, 

And | will punish the male goats; 

For the Lord of hosts has visited His flock, the house of Judah, 
And will make them like His majestic horse in battle. 


Mt 


5 “They will be as mighty men, 

Treading down the enemy in the mire of the streets in battle; 
And they will fight, for the Lord will be with them; 
And the riders on horses will be put to shame. 

6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah, 

And | will save the house of Joseph, 

And | will bring them back, 

Because | have had compassion on them; 

And they will be as though | had not rejected them, 
For lam the Lord their God and | will answer them. 
7 “Ephraim will be like a mighty man, 

And their heart will be glad as if from wine; 

Indeed, their children will see it and be glad, 

Their heart will rejoice in the Lord. 

8 “I will whistle for them to gather them together, 
For | have redeemed them; 

And they will be as numerous as they were before. 
9 “When | scatter them among the peoples, 

They will remember Me in far countries, 

And they with their children will live and come back. 
10 “I will bring them back from the land of Egypt 
And gather them from Assyria; 

And | will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon 
Until no room can be found for them. 

11 “And they will pass through the sea of distress 
And He will strike the waves in the sea, 

So that all the depths of the Nile will dry up; 

And the pride of Assyria will be brought down 

And the scepter of Egypt will depart. 


4 


: 


(Zechariah 10 NASB) 

We see another Messianic image in verse 4- Jesus as the “cornerstone” (Matthew 
21:42 quoting Psalm 118:22) AS an aside, | remember being so impressed by the 
name of a local small church- originally located in Stone Mountain, which has the 
name “Abundant Rain Empowerment Church” (abundantrain.org) now located in 
Decatur, GA. 


God warns His people through Zechariah of the perils of false leadership- a “false 
shepherd”: 

“The Lord said to me, “Take again for yourself the equipment of a foolish shepherd. 
16 For behold, | am going to raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care for 
the perishing, seek the scattered, heal the broken, or sustain the one standing, but 
will devour the flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their hoofs. 


.” (Zechariah 11:16-17) 


Historically and spiritually, destruction is still coming. Those who go astray or who 
follow “false shepherds” will be judges and punished, yet God will triumph over all: 
“In that day | will make the clans of Judah like a firepot among pieces of wood and a 
flaming torch among sheaves, so they will consume on the right hand and on the 
left all the surrounding peoples, while the inhabitants of Jerusalem again dwell on 
their own sites in Jerusalem. 7 The Lord also will save the tents of Judah first, so that 
the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will not 
be magnified above Judah. 8 In that day the Lord will defend the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and the one who is feeble among them in that day will be like David, and 
the house of David will be like God, like the angel of the Lord before them. 9 And in 
that day | will set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 


10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
wei 


ae 12 The land will mourn, every family by itself; the family of the house of 


David by itself and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by 
itself and their wives by themselves; 13 the family of the house of Levi by itself and 
their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself and their wives by 
themselves; 14 all the families that remain, every family by itself and their wives by 
themselves.” (Zechariah 12:6-14 NASB) 


There is Messianic prophesy (verse 10) as well as prophesy of the last great battle 
between good and evil (verse 11). The Enduring Word commentary provides 
illumination and illustration: 


“And | will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
the Spirit of grace and supplication: Part of this great outpouring of strength 
and might to defend Jerusalem will be an outpouring of the Spirit - but for grace 
and supplication. God will move among Israel and bring saving grace and 
repentant prayer. 

b. Then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for 
Him as one mourns for his only son: As Jerusalem is supernaturally defended 
and the Spirit is poured out on the nation, they wil/ turn to Jesus, the pierced One. 
His head was pierced with thorns, His hands and feet were pierced with nails, and 
a spear pierced His side. 

i. They will look: They will turn away from their trust in the foolish, worthless 
shepherd and turn their focus on the Good Shepherd. When we see Jesus crucified - 
understanding why He went to the cross and what He accomplished there - we are 
drawn to Him in humble repentance (John 12:32). 

ii. They will look on Him whom they pierced. They will realize that they did it, and 
that they bear responsibility - not sole responsibility, but responsibility nonetheless 
- for the crucifixion of their Savior. 

iii. They will mourn: The Jewish people will turn to Jesus in repentance, mourning 
their past rejection of Him. The mourning will be deep, as if for an only son, 

the firstborn. Firstborn was synonymous with the most beloved. 

iv. This will fulfill the amazing promise of Romans 11:26 (And so Israel will be saved) 
and many other passages that tell us that before the physical return of Jesus to this 
earth, the Jewish people - as a whole - will welcome Him as their Lord and Savior. 
The whole context of Zechariah 12 puts this radical conversion in the setting of 
miraculous deliverance from an attack from the nations. 

c. They will look... they will mourn: Here we see the pattern for coming to Jesus 
and true repentance. First we look to Jesus, then we mourn for our sins. Looking to 
Jesus must come first. 


i. “A great mistake is very common among all classes of men - it is currently 
believed that we are first of all to mourn for our sins, and then to look by faith to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Most persons who have any concern about their souls, but are not 
as yet enlightened by the Spirit of God, think that there is a degree of tenderness of 
conscience, and of hatred of sin, which they are to obtain somehow or other, and 
then they will be permitted and authorized to look to Jesus Christ. Now you will 
perceive that this is not according to the Scripture, for, according to the text before 
us. men first look upon him whom they have pierced, and then, but not till then, 
they mourn for their sin.” (Spurgeon) 


ii. “It is a beautiful remark of an old divine, that eyes are made for two things at 
least; first, to look with, and next, to weep with. The eye which looks to the pierced 
One is the eye which weeps for him.” (Spurgeon) 


As to verse 12: 


“A great mourning in Jerusalem: The repentance that comes to Israel in that day will 
be like a great mourning, the ultimate fulfillment of the Day of Atonement, the day 
of national mourning over their greatest sin - rejecting Jesus. 


b. Like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon: This refers to the mourning over King 
Josiah’s death (2 Kings 23:29 and 2 Chronicles 35:20-25). He was such a godly king 
that the whole nation wept bitterly at his death. 


c. And the land shall mourn, every family by itself: This indicates there will be both 
great individual repentance and great corporate repentance. It seems fantastic to 
us that Israel as a whole would turn to Jesus and repent of their sin of rejecting their 
Savior - it is So amazing that we would not believe it unless the Bible so clearly 
taught it.” 


i. “We know of a surety, because God has said it, that the Jews will be restored to 
their own land, and that they shall inherit the goodly country which the Lord has 
given unto their fathers by a covenant of salt for ever; but, better still, they shall be 
converted to the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and shall see in him the house of 
David restored to the throne of Israel.” (Spurgeon) 


Many Christian theologians point to the significance of Megiddo, or the plain of 
Megiddo 

“har Megiddo” as pointing to the great battle described in Revelation at 
“Armageddon” (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armageddon): “ 


“Megiddo is mentioned twelve times in the Old Testament, ten times in reference to 
the ancient city of Megiddo, and twice with reference to "the plain of Megiddo", 
most probably simply meaning "the plain next to the city".[8] None of these Old 
Testament passages describes the city of Megiddo as being associated with any 
particular prophetic beliefs. The one New Testament reference to the city of 
Armageddon found in Revelation 16:16 also makes no specific mention of any 
armies being predicted to one day gather in this city, but instead seems to predict 
only that "they (will gather) the kings together to .... Armageddon".[9] The text does 
however seem to imply, based on the text from the earlier passage of Revelation 
16:14, that the purpose of this gathering of kings in the "place called Armageddon" 
is "for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty". Because of the seemingly 
highly symbolic and even cryptic language of this one New Testament passage, 
some Christian scholars conclude that Mount Armageddon must be an idealized 
location.[10] R. J. Rushdoony says, "There are no mountains of Megiddo, only the 
Plains of Megiddo. This is a deliberate destruction of the vision of any literal 
reference to the place."[11] Other scholars, including C. C. Torrey, Kline and Jordan 
argue that the word is derived from the Hebrew moed (tTyIn), meaning "assembly". 
Thus, "Armageddon" would mean "Mountain of Assembly," which Jordan says is "a 
reference to the assembly at Mount Sinai, and to its replacement, Mount Zion."[10] 


The traditional viewpoint interprets this Bible prophecy to be symbolic of the 
progression of the world toward the "great day of God, the Almighty" in which the 
great looming mountain of God's just and holy wrath is poured out against 
unrepentant sinners, led by Satan, in a literal end-of-the-world final confrontation. 
[citation needed] Armageddon is the symbolic name given to this event based on 
scripture references regarding divine obliteration of God's enemies. The 
hermeneutical method supports this position by referencing Judges 4 and 5 where 
God miraculously destroys the enemy of His elect, Israel, at Megiddo.” 


The "false prophets” will be shamed and revealed to be false: 


“In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity. 


7 “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, 

And against the man, My Associate,” 

Declares the Lord of hosts. 

“Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; 
And | will turn My hand against the little ones. 

8 “It will come about in all the land,” 

Declares the Lord, 

“That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; 

But the third will be left in it. 

9 “And | will bring the third part through the fire, 
Refine them as silver is refined, 

And test them as gold is tested. 

They will call on My name, 

And | will answer them; 

| will say, ‘They are My people,’ 

And they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’” (Zechariah 13 NASB) 


Zechariah provides a final set of visions: 1) the great battle of the Lord against the 
enemies of His people (note the references to “living water” John 4- please see 
https://www.gotquestions.org/living-water.html); and 2) the great blessing God will 
shower His people with: 

“Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoil taken from you will be divided 
among you. 2 For! will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the 
city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city 
exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city. 3 Then the Lord 


ee 5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the 


valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before 


the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will 
come, and all the holy ones with Him! 


8 And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the 
eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well 
as in winter.” (Zechariah 14:1-8 NASB) 


The blessing will be complete- everything- from the most common to the rarest and 
most precious, will be declared “holy unto the Lord” (verses 20-21): 


10 All the land will be changed into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of 
Jerusalem, but Jerusalem will rise and remain on its site from Benjamin’s Gate as far 
as the place of the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to 
the king’s wine presses. 11 People will live in it, and there will no longer be a curse, 
for Jerusalem will dwell in security. 


= 


16 Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against 
Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to 
celebrate the Feast of Booths. 17 And it will be that whichever of the families of the 
earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, there will 
be no rain on them. 18 If the family of Egypt does not go up or enter, then no rain 
will fall on them; it will be the plague with which the Lord smites the nations who do 
not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths. 19 This will be the punishment of Egypt, 
and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of 
Booths. 


20 In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “HOLY TO THE 


. And there 
will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts in that day.” 
(Zechariah 14:9-21 NASB) 


And the LORD 
shall be pe 
over all the ear 
in that td ay 
shal there be 


Ne) WIS MAME One. 


Zechanan 14:9 
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September 30, 2019 Malachi 
Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of Malachi) provides a good overview 


of the book and prophet named “Malachi” (God’s Messenger): 


Malachi (or Malachias; '9x'7n, Mal’ ahi, Mal'akhi) is the last book of the Neviim 
contained in the Tanakh, canonically the last of the Twelve Minor Prophets. In the 
Christian ordering, the grouping of the Prophetic Books is the last section of the Old 
Testament, making Malachi the last book before The New Testament. 


The book is commonly attributed to a prophet by the name of "Malachi," as its title 
has frequently been understood as a proper name, although its Hebrew meaning is 
simply "My Messenger " (the Septuagint reads "his messenger") and may not be the 
author's name at all. The name occurs in the superscription at 1:1 and in 3:1, 
although it is highly unlikely that the word refers to the same character in both of 
these references. Thus, there is substantial debate regarding the identity of the 
book's author. One of the Targums identifies Ezra (or Esdras) as the author of 
Malachi. Priest and Historian Jerome suggests that this may be because Ezra is seen 
as an intermediary between the prophets and the "great synagogue." There is, 
however, no historical evidence yet to support this claim. 


Some scholars note affinities between Zechariah 9-14 and the Book of Malachi. 
Zechariah 9, Zechariah 12, and Malachi 1 are all introduced as The word of Elohim. 
Some scholars argue that this collection originally consisted of three independent 
and anonymous prophecies, two of which were subsequently appended to the Book 
of Zechariah as what they refer to as Deutero-Zechariah, with the third becoming 
the Book of Malachi. As a result, most scholars consider the Book of Malachi to be 


the work of a single author who may or may not have been identified by the title 
Malachi. The present division of the oracles results in a total of 12 books of minor 
prophets, a number parallelling the sons of Jacob who became the heads of the 12 
Israelite tribes. The Catholic Encyclopedia asserts, "We are no doubt in presence of 
an abbreviation of the name Mal'akhiyah, that is Messenger of Elohim." 


http://biblestudydaily.org/introduction-to-malachi 


Malchi’s prophesy begins: 
“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi. 


2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Was 
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet | have loved Jacob; 3 but | have 
hated Esau, and | have made his mountains a desolation and appointed his 
inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.” 4 Though Edom says, “We have been 
beaten down, but we will return and build up the ruins”; thus says the Lord of hosts, 
“They may build, but I will tear down; and men will call them the wicked territory, 
and the people toward whom the Lord is indignant forever.” 5 Your eyes will see this 
and you will say, “The Lord be magnified beyond the border of Israel!” 


(Sin of the Priests) 


6 “‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if | am a father, where is 
My honor? And if | am a master, where is My respect?’ says the Lord of hosts to you, 
O priests who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we despised Your name?’ 7 
You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled 
You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’ 8 But when you 
present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and 
sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? 


Or would he receive you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts. 9 “But now will you not 
entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on your 
part, will He receive any of you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts. 10 “Oh that there 
were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle 
fire on My altar! | am not pleased with you,” says the Lord of hosts, “nor will | 
accept an offering from you. 11 For from the rising of the sun even to its setting, My 
name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense is going to be 
offered to My name, and a grain offering that is pure; for My name will be great 
among the nations,” says the Lord of hosts. 12 “But you are profaning it, in that you 
say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled, and as for its fruit, its food is to be despised.’ 
13 You also say, ‘My, how tiresome it is!’ And you disdainfully sniff at it,” says the 
Lord of hosts, “and you bring what was taken by robbery and what is lame or sick; 
so you bring the offering! Should | receive that from your hand?” says the Lord. 14 
“But cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock and vows it, but sacrifices a 
blemished animal to the Lord, for | am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts, “and 
My name Is feared among the nations.” (Malachi 1 NASB) 


Malachi states clearly that the people- under the leadership of sinful and mis- 
leading priests- have rejected God and only given lip service to His Name: 


hosts. 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and | gave them to him 
as an object of reverence; so he revered Me and stood in awe of My name. 6 True 
instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he 
walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity. 7 
For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction 
from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts. 8 But as for you, you 
have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by the 
instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts. 9 “So! 
also have made you despised and abased before all the people, just as you are not 
keeping My ways but are showing partiality in the instruction. 


(Sin in the Family) 


10 “Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal 
treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers? 
11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel 
and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves 
and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12 As for the man who does this, 
may the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes and answers, or 
who presents an offering to the Lord of hosts. 


13 “This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with 
weeping and with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it 
with favor from your hand. 14 Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because the Lord has 
been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have 
dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15 
But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do 
while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no 
one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. 16 For | hate divorce,” says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,” says the 
Lord of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.” 


17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we wearied 
Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and 
He delights in them,” or, “Where is the God of justice?” (Malachi 2 NASB) 


God will send a Messenger, (a Messenger presented in the Masterwork by GF 
Handel’s “Messiah”) who will rightly proclaim the truth that God needs His people to 
hear: 


“Behold, | am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger 
of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. 
Z 

@ppears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a smelter 
and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings in righteousness. 4 Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 


5 “Then | will draw near to you for judgment; and | will be a swift witness against 
the sorcerers and against the adulterers and against those who swear falsely, and 
against those who oppress the wage earner in his wages, the widow and the 
orphan, and those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” says the Lord of 
hosts. 6 “For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed. 


7 “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have 
not kept them. Return to Me, and | will return to you,” says the Lord of hosts. “But 
you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 


(You Have Robbed God) 


8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed 
You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, 
the whole nation of you! 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there 
may be food in My house, 


QVEFIOWS! 11 Then! will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the 
fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of 


hosts, 12 “All the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,” 
says the Lord of hosts. 


13 “Your words have been arrogant against Me,” says the Lord. “Yet you say, ‘What 
have we spoken against You?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God; and what 
profit is it that we have kept His charge, and that we have walked in mourning 
before the Lord of hosts? 15 So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only are the 
doers of wickedness built up but they also test God and escape.’” 


(The Book of Remembrance) 


(Malachi 3 NASB) 


Malachi’s message of prophesy closes with a short admonition: 


“For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and 
every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says 
the Lord of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” 2 


4 “Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes and ordinances which 
! commanded him in Horeb for all Israel. 


6 He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that | will not come and 
smite the land with a curse.” (Malachi 4 NASB) 


David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/malachi-4/) adds this 
commentary: 

“The day is coming: Discouraged by the apparent prosperity of the wicked and 
uselessness of serving the LORD, God’s people needed to be reminded that the day 
is coming. God still has eternity to right all wrongs and reward all good. 


b. Burning like an oven: God promised a fire for His people (Malachi 2:2-3) and here 
He promised a fire for the wicked. But there is a big difference between the refining 
fire applied to God’s people and the burning fire against the ungodly. 


c. All who do wickedly will be stubble: The wicked will not be able to stand against 
God’s judgment. Stubble is the unusable part of the grain and lasts only moments if 
it is thrown into a fire. 


d. Leave them neither root nor branch: In that coming day the wicked will have no 
hope of shooting up again to life. As long as a root remains there is hope, but hope 
is gone for these because the judgment of eternity is final. 


But to you who fear My name: In the previous verse God promised a judgment of 
fire for the proud, but God also said that those who fear My name will be saved. 


b. The Sun of Righteousness shall arise: From the time of early Christians like Justin 
Martyr to today, Christians have regarded the Sun of Righteousness as a reference 
to Jesus. 


i. In many passages God is related to a planet or star (Psalm 84:11, Isaiah 60:19, 
Revelation 22:16, Numbers 24:17). Here, the Messiah is not only a Sun, but also the 
Sun of Righteousness who brings healing. 


ii. “He went under a cloud in his passion, and brake forth again in his resurrection. 
From heaven he daily darts forth his beams of righteousness, and showers down all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly privileges.” (Trapp) 


c. With healing in His wings: The wings of the sun are the rays or sunbeams it sends 
out. They bring healing, joy, and wholeness. When the Sun of Righteousness shines, 
we need no other light or warmth. Imagine trying to light a candle on a sunny day to 
help out the sun! That makes as much sense as trying to “improve” the work of 
Jesus for us with our own righteousness. 


d. You shall trample the wicked: When God’s people see the final resolution of all 
things they will be so happy they will jump about like stall-fed calves set free from 
the pen. As they jump about with joy, the wicked are trampled beneath their feet. 


i. “Understand the figure. The calf in the stall is shut up, tied up with a halter at 
night, but when the sun rises the calf goes forth to the pasture; the young bullock is 
set free. So the child of God may be in bondage. The recollection of past sins and 
present unbelief may halter him up and keep him in the stall, but when the Lord 
reveals himself he is set free.” (Spurgeon) 


ii. We can see a glorious progression in those who look upon the risen Sun of 
Righteousness and receive the healing in His wings: 


- They shall go out - they will be free and enjoy their liberty. 

- They shall grow fat - growing strong and prosperous in the LORD. 

- They shall trample the wicked - enjoying the LORD’s victory in their life. 

a. | will send you Elijah the prophet: In this unique promise, God assured His people 
that He would send Elijah to Israel again before the great and dreadful day of the 


LORD. 


i. This was fulfilled in John the Baptist in a figurative sense (Matthew 11:14, Mark 
9:11-13, Luke 1:17). Yet because this Elijah comes before the coming of the great 


and dreadful day, we know that the Elijah prophecy is only completely fulfilled 
before the Second Coming of Jesus. John 17:11-12 and Revelation 11:3-12 speak of 
this future fulfillment, when God will either send Elijah back to the earth on this 
special errand, or send someone uniquely empowered in the spirit and office of 
Elijah. 


ii. In anticipation of this, Jewish homes set a place at the table for Elijah at Passover, 
just in case he might come on that night to announce the news that Messiah has 
come. The empty chair and the cup that is filled but never drank is a testimony to 
their anticipation of Elijah’s coming. 


b. Elijah the prophet: The promise regards Elijah because he ministered in a time of 
crisis in Israel, when the nation was far from God, and a time that immediately 
preceded a terrible judgment. 


i. It is significant that in these closing words of the Old Testament, God makes 
reference to both Moses and Elijah. They both met God at Mount Sinai (Exodus 3:1; 
1 Kings 19:8-18). They also both met Jesus at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 
17:1-5). They are probably the two witnesses of Revelation 11. 


d. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children: This promise speaks of more 
than the reconciliation of families. When God turns the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, it also has in mind turning to the God of their fathers, to the faith of 
the patriarchs. 


e. Lest | come and strike the earth with a curse: The Old Testament ends with the 
threat of a curse, but also with the expectation of a new dawning of the Sun of 
Righteousness. 


i. This ending of the Book of Malachi bothered the ancient Jews. “The Masorites, who 
have given us most of the copies of the Hebrew Old Testament we have... were so 
bothered by this that they repeated the next-to-the-last verse of Malachi after the 
last verse. Similarly, the Septuagint reverses the last two verses so the Old 
Testament ends, not with a curse, but with a blessing” (Boice). 


ii. The end of the New Testament recognizes the rising of the Sun of Righteousness: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! (Revelation 22:21).” 


October 1, 2019 Matthew 1-4 


The whole text of the Old Testament, the Hebrew Scriptures, points to the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to deliver His people through a Messiah who was to 
come. This thread was established and begun with God’s promise to Eve (Genesis 
3:15), and continues throughout the texts and poetry of the writers who produced 
the books we now regard as Scripture. 


HE: WILL 

STRIKE YOUR HEAD, 
AND YOU WILL 

S RIKE HIS HEEL: 


GENESIS 3:15 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of Matthew) provides this 
information as to this first Gospel book- one of the three synoptic Gospels: 

“The Gospel According to Matthew (Greek: EbDayyéALov kata Mad@aiov, romanized: 
Euangélion kata Maththaion; also called the Gospel of Matthew or simply, Matthew) 
is the first book of the New Testament and one of the three synoptic gospels. It tells 
how the promised Messiah, Jesus, rejected by Israel, is killed, is raised from the 
dead, and finally sends the disciples to preach the gospel to the whole world. Most 


being debated in his time. Writing in a polished Semitic "synagogue Greek", he drew 
on the Gospel of Mark as a source, and likely used a hypothetical collection of 
sayings known as the Q source, although the existence of Q has been questioned by 
some scholars. He also used material unique to his own community, called the M 
source or "Special Matthew". 


The divine nature of Jesus was a major issue for the Matthaean community, the 
crucial element separating the early Christians from their Jewish neighbors; while 


Mark begins with Jesus' baptism and temptations, Matthew goes back to Jesus’ 
origins, showing him as the Son of God from his birth, the fulfillment of Old 
Testament messianic prophecies. 


The gospel reflects the struggles and conflicts between the evangelist's community 
and the other Jews, particularly with its sharp criticism of the scribes and Pharisees. 
Prior to the Crucifixion the Jews are called Israelites, the honorific title of God's 
chosen people; after it, they are called "loudaioi", Jews, a sign that through their 
rejection of the Christ the "Kingdom of Heaven" has been taken away from them 
and given instead to the church.” 


Papyrus 4, fragment of a flyleaf with the title of the Gospel of Matthew, EvayyeAtov 
Kata Wad’ Patov (euangelion kata Maththaion). Dated to late 2nd or early 3rd 
century, it is the earliest manuscript title for Matthew 


Matthew records his Gospel, his version of the Good News, from the viewpoint of a 
scholarly Jew who is writing to convince his fellow Jewish believers that Jesus is truly 
“The Messiah- The One Sent from God” to save His people. He starts with a 
genealogy of Jesus’s earthly father (his stepfather) Joseph: 


Matthew writes: 


“The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham: 


2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez 
was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of 
Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 
5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, 
and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of David the king. 


David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 
Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah 
the father of Asa. 8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham 
the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the father of 
Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah 
became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon. 


12 After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and 
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud 
the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of 
Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the 
father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 


Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who 
is called the Messiah. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from 
to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.” (Matthew 1:1-17 NASB) 


David Guzik’s Enduring Word commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/matthew-1/) reviews this genealogy, and acknowledges some issues or 
seeming inconsistencies in this record: 


. The Genealogy of Jesus Christ. 


1. (1) Matthew presents his theme in the first verse: Jesus as the fulfillment of 
prophecy and of Israel’s expectation. 


The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 


a. The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ: So, Matthew begins his account of the 
life of Jesus Christ. From the statement in the ancient Greek text, it is difficult to tell 
what the book of the genealogy refers to. 


i. “The first two words of Matthew, biblos genseos, may be translated ‘record of the 
genealogy,’ ‘record of the origins,’ or ‘record of the history’” (Carson). There is a 
sense in which each meaning is valid. 


‘In Matthew 1:1-17 we have the “record of the genealogy.” 


‘In Matthew 1:18-2:23 we have the “record of the origins.” 


- In the entire Gospel of Matthew we have the “record of the history.” 


iii. “We know that he was a tax-gatherer and that he must therefore have been a 
bitterly hated man, for the Jews hated the members of their own race who had 
entered the civil service of their conquerors.” (Barclay) 


b. The Son of David, the Son of Abraham: In this overview of explaining the lineage 
of Jesus, Matthew clearly and strongly connects him to some of the greatest men in 
the history of the Old Testament. Matthew begins his account of the life of Jesus 
Christ with the record of the lineage of Jesus from the patriarch Abraham. 


i. Though most New Testament scholars believe that the Gospel of Matthew was not 
the first of the four written, it is well placed as the first book of the New Testament. 
There are many reasons why Matthew belongs first among the gospel accounts. 


-“It is a remarkable fact that, among the variations in the order in which the 
Gospels appear in early lists and texts, the one constant factor is that Matthew 
always comes first.” (France) 


- In the early days of Christianity, many people thought that the Gospel of Matthew 
was the first written. 


Matthew (who was also known as Levi), who was a former tax 
collector before he followed Jesus as a disciple. 


- “Matthew’s Gospel was in fact far more quoted in Christian writings of the second 
Christian century than any other.” (France) 


ii. The Jewish character of this Gospel is evident in many ways. There are many 
indications that Matthew expected that his readers would be familiar with Jewish 
culture. 


- Matthew doesn’t translate Aramaic terms such as raca (Matthew 5:22) and corban 
(Matthew 15:5). 


- Matthew refers to Jewish customs without explanation (Matthew 15:2 to Mark 7:3- 
4; see also Matthew 23:5). 


- Matthew starts his genealogy with Abraham (Matthew 1:1). 


- Matthew presents the name of Jesus and its meaning in a way that assumes the 
reader knows its Hebrew roots (Matthew 1:21). 


- Matthew frequently refers to Jesus as the “Son of David.” 


- Matthew uses the more Jewish phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” instead of “Kingdom 
of God.” 


iv. We also see that Matthew is deeply critical of the Jewish leadership and their 
rejection of Jesus. To say that Matthew is “pro-Jewish” is incorrect; it is better to say 
that he is “pro-Jesus,” and presents Jesus as the authentic Jewish Messiah, whom 
sadly many of the Jewish people (especially the religious establishment) rejected. 


v. Some early church commentators and modern scholars say that Matthew 
originally wrote his gospel in Hebrew, and it was then translated into Greek. Yet 
there is no concrete evidence for this theory, such as the discovery of an early 
Hebrew manuscript of Matthew. 


vi. More modern theories about the Gospel of Matthew say that he wrote in the style 
of Jewish midrash literature, which creates imaginary stories as a running 
commentary on the Old Testament. Certain writers use the midrash example to say 
that Matthew wrote about many events that never happened, but he wasn’t lying 
because he never intended to tell the truth, and his audience never believed that he 
was. These are unconvincing theories, and analysis shows more differences than 
similarities between Matthew and midrashim. “Jewish Midrashim...present stories as 
illustrative material by way of commenting on a running Old Testament text. By 
contrast Matthew 1-2 offers no running Old Testament text.” (Carson) 


a. Abraham... Joseph: This genealogy establishes Jesus’ claim to the throne of David 
through his adoptive father Joseph. This is not blood lineage of Jesus through Mary, 
but the legal lineage of Jesus through Joseph. The Gospel of Luke provides Jesus’ 
blood lineage through Mary. 


i. “The Jews set much store by genealogies, and to Jewish Christians the 
Messiahship of Jesus depended on its being proved that he was a descendant of 
David.” (Bruce) 

ii. There are some genuine problems in sorting out the details of this genealogy and 
reconciling some points to both Luke’s record and those found in the Old 

ii. The author is persuaded that Matthew records the genealogical record of Joseph, 


. The theory 
stems, not from the text of Luke, but from the need to harmonize the two 
genealogies. On the face of it, both Matthew and Luke aim to give Joseph’s 
genealogy.” (Carson) 


iv. Nevertheless, genealogical difficulties should not prevent us from seeing the 
whole. Matthew Poole acknowledged that there were some problems with the 
genealogies, and in reconciling the records of Matthew and Luke, yet he rightly 
observed: 


- The Jews kept extensive genealogical records, and so it is not unwise to trust such 
records. 


Matthew then provides a detailed record of the circumstances and facts of Jesus’ 
birth. We more often look to Luke’s Gospel for this story, but Matthew’s is rich in 
detail and insightful as well: 


“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together 
the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting 
to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20 But when he had considered 
this, behol 
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as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, 25 but kept 
her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” (Matthew 
1:18-25 NASB) 


Some critics of the Scripture and of miracles in general point to the virgin birth as a 
favorite example to be “debunked”. They cynical suggestion that Mary was 
impregnated by another man (or perhaps a Roman soldier) is one of the favorite 
criticisms of the Scriptures, especially those relating to Jesus. 


Some Catholic eae decyl Mary as remaining a virgin her entire married life 
s://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpetual_ virginity of Mary), so the explanation for 
Jesus’ “brothers and ee Mathew 12:46-47, Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3, Luke_ 


8:19, John 7:3, Acts 1:14, and 1 Corinthians 9:5 ) - notably James- identified as the 
“brother of Jesus” requires a translation of “cousins, etc.” to maintain this theory. 


Joseph’s revelation was given to him in a dream, as was the later direction of the 
messenger of God to flee to Egypt (Matthew 2:13). 


We are then presented with the account of the “Wise Men” (astrologers?) who 
followed a “star” (Supernova) to the place of Jesus’ birth. One of the most common 
misconceptions (and the source of many creche scenes- is the appearance of the 
“Magi” at the time of Jess’ birth. It was clearly later (perhaps as long as a year 
later) as Jesus as then referred to as living in a “house”: 


“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” 3 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 
Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 


6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Are by no means least among the leaders of Judah; 
For out of you shall come forth a Ruler 

Who will shepherd My people /Israel.’” 


the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that | too 
may come and worship Him.” 9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and the 
star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood 
over the place where the Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with 
Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 


.” (Matthew 2:1-12 NASB) 


Joseph is told (again in a dream) to flee from those who would seek out the Child of 
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14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and 
left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 


(Matthew 2:13-15 NASB) 


We are introduced to the paranoid and evil Herod, who clearly had no wish to 
“worship” this “new king” but instead to kill him and remove him as a threat to he 
power and position. This is made clear when Herod realizes the Magi have deceived 
him, and he orders the slaughter of the young male children in the area. This is 
again fulfilment of Old Testament prophesy: 


19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord *appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20 “Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into 
the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.” 21 So Joseph got 
up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel, 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the 
regions of Galilee, 23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” (Matthew 


Jesus’ cousin John (who be came known as the Baptist or Baptizer) also had a 
remarkable birth story. Jesus and John were cousins, and when Mary visited her 
cousin Elizabeth- the unborn baby John “lept for joy” in his mother! (Luke 1:41). 


John was baptizing in the Jordan River, and when he saw Jesus he knew- (maybe he 
remembered)- that this was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). John baptized Jesus, and we hear the affirmation from God the Father 
“this is my Son”, we see the Holy Spirit (as a dove) and we clearly see the Son 
coming up out of the water. Jesus was baptized not to remove sin- there was none 
in Him- but as an act of obedience and dedication. Soon he would go through the 
University of the Desert for 40 days, and start His earthly ministry: 


ohn 1:29 


“Now in those days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is the one 
referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, 


“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
‘Make ready the way of the Lord, 
Make His paths straight!’” 


4 Now John himself had a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his 
waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem was going out to 
him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; 6 and they were being 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins. 


7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance; 9 and do not suppose that you 
can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for | say to you that from 
these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. 10 The axe is already laid 
at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 


(The Baptism of Jesus) 


13 Then Jesus *arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, sayin 


(Matthew 3 NASB) 


So the ministry begins- first by fasting and praying “in the Wilderness”, then after 
temptation by the Enemy, the gathering of disciples/friends/followers and the public 
ministry of teaching, healing, preaching and prophetic proclamations: 


f 


” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’” 


5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of 
the temple, 6 and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for 
it is written, 

‘He will command His angels concerning You’; 


nd 
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‘On their hands they will bear You up, 
So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’” 


7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’” 


8 Again, the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, “All these things | will 
give You, If You fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, Satan! 
For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 11 
Then the devil *left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 


(Jesus Begins His Ministry) 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into 
Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by 

the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 


17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 


The First Disciples 


18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who 
(Ministry in Galilee) 


23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 


iho were tose suring mt 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the 


Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan. (Matthew 4 NASB) 


Each of the three temptations was rebuked by Jesus, quoting each time from 
Deuteronomy (Deut 8:3, Deut 6:13, and Deut 6:16). We must remember that the 
Enemy know Scripture and can weaponize it against us, but the Enemy is neither 
convicted nor saved by the Scripture. This Word is our “two edged sword” as we 
bathe the Enemy on every front and at every time he appears! 


Temptation of Jesus by Granger 
October 2, 2019 Matthew 5-6 


The world turned upside down! Everything you once assumed or believed is now 
the opposite! When Jesus began His earthly ministry, he had gathered 
disciples/friends/followers and set out to travel the countryside, preaching, 
teaching, and healing. By the time the events recorded in Matthew 5 were 
recorded, Jesus’ name and “fame” had spread, and He drew crowds wherever He 
went. The people were eager to hear words from this “unschooled” rabbi/teacher 
because of His charisma, power and authority- unlike that they had ever 
experienced. 


Jesus taught and preached- sometimes the same message- wherever He felt the 
Spirit lead Him. Even when He really wanted to pray and rest, the crowds found 
Him and wanted to hear a Word, or perhaps be healed. Jesus preaches: 


“When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, 
His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, 
saying, 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 


5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 


6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 


7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 


9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 


10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


”(Matthew 5:1-12 NASB) 


How can you be “blessed” (happy, delighted) when you are mourning? Jesus 
uncovered this and many other gems of truth to His followers. David Guzik 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-5/) addresses this and other 
important aspects of the Beatitudes” 

It has been said if you took all the good advice for how to live ever uttered by any 
philosopher or psychiatrist or counselor, took out the foolishness and boiled it all 
down to the real essentials, you would be left with a poor imitation of this great 
message by Jesus. 


ii. The Sermon on the Mount is sometimes thought of as Jesus’ “Declaration of the 
Kingdom.” The American Revolutionaries had their Declaration of Independence. 
Karl Marx had his Communist Manifesto. With this message, Jesus declared what His 
Kingdom is all about. 


iii. It presents a radically different agenda than what the nation of Israel expected 
from the Messiah. It does not present the political or material blessings of the 
Messiah’s reign. Instead, it expresses the spiritual implications of the rule of Jesus in 
our lives. This great message tells us how we will live when Jesus is our Lord. “In the 
first century there was little agreement among Jews as to what the messianic 
kingdom would be like. One very popular assumption was that the Roman yoke 
would be shattered and there would be political peace and mounting prosperity.” 
(Carson) 


iv. It is important to understand that the Sermon on the Mount does not deal with 
salvation as such, but it lays out for the disciple and the potential disciple how 
regarding Jesus as King translates into ethics and daily living. 


v. It can’t be proved, but in my opinion, the Sermon on the Mount was Jesus’ 
“standard” sermon. It was the core of His itinerant message: a simple proclamation 
of how God expects us to live, contrasting with common Jewish misunderstandings 
of that life. It may be that when Jesus preached to a new audience, He often 
preached this sermon or used the themes from it. 


vi. Yet we can also regard this as Jesus training the disciples in the message He 
wanted them to carry to others. It was His message, meant to be passed onto and 
through them. “In the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew shows us Jesus instructing his 
disciples in the message which was his and which they were to take to men.” 
(Barclay) In the Gospel of Luke, the material similar to the Sermon on the Mount 
comes immediately after Jesus chose the Twelve. 


vii. Barclay also points out that the verb translated taught is in the imperfect tense, 
“Therefore it describes repeated and habitual action, and the translation should be: 
‘This is what he used to teach them.” 


viii. It is clear that the Sermon on the Mount had a significant impact on the early 
church. The early Christians make constant reference to it and their lives display the 
glory of radical disciples. 


So, how can someone “poor in spirit” be blessed...? Guzik (see above) provides one 
answer: 

a. Blessed: Jesus promised blessing to His disciples, promising that the poor in spirit 
are blessed. The idea behind the ancient Greek word for blessed is “happy,” but in 
the truest, godly sense of the word, not in our modern sense of merely being 
comfortable or entertained at the moment. 


i. This same word for blessed - which in some sense means “happy” - is applied to 
God in 1 Timothy 1:11: according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 
“Makarios then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is 
serene and untouchable, and self-contained, that joy which is completely 
independent of all the chances and changes of life.” (Barclay) 


ii. In Matthew 25:34, Jesus said that on the Day of Judgment He would say to His 
people, Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. On that day, He will judge between the blessed and the 
cursed - He both knows and explains what are the requirements for the blessed 
one. We can also say that no one was ever blessed more than Jesus; He knows what 
goes into a blessed life. 


iii. “You have not failed to notice that the last word of the Old Testament is ‘curse,’ 
and it is suggestive that the opening sermon of our Lord’s ministry commences with 
the word ‘Blessed.’” (Spurgeon) 


iv. “Note, also, with delight, that the blessing is in every case in the present tense, a 
i ——EEeE 
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him to God. 


i. The poor in spirit recognize that they have no spiritual “assets.” They know they 
are spiritually bankrupt. We might say that the ancient Greek had a word for the 
“working poor” and a word for the “truly poor.” Jesus used the word for the truly 
poor here. It indicates someone who must beg for whatever they have or get. 


ii. Poverty of spirit cannot be artificially induced by self-hatred; the Holy Spirit and 
our response to His working in our hearts bring it about. 


It’s kind of like the old story...the man who KNOWS and KNOWS that he knows, is 
wise, learn from him. The man who KNOWS NOT and KNOWS that he knows not, is a 
pupil- teach him. (https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/328538-he-who-knows-not- 
and-knows-not-that-he-knows) We must all admit to God and to ourselves that we 
don’t have the “right spirit”, that we are not righteous at all apart from God’s gift of 
righteousness! Then we can truly see God- as the Giver, the Provider, the Teacher 
and the Heavenly Lover of our souls. 


BLESSED 


e-o ARE c— 
THE POOR IN SPIRIT 


Tae KINDO 


THOSE WHO-MOURN 


ARE THE MEEK 


THOSE \/HO HUNGER 
& THIRST @ RIGHTEOUSNESS 


Who, then., are we that are disciples of Jesus to be? Jesus answers- “light” and 
“salt”: 


“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be 


made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled under foot by men. 


17 “Do not think that | came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | did not come to 
18 For truly | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 


the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 
Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others 
to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps 
and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 


20 
(Matthew 5:13-20 NASB) 


For truly I say to you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one stroke or one pronunciation mark 
shall in no wise pass from the law, 


till all be fulfilled. 


Matthew 5:18 


And then, in one grand sweep, the fulfilment of the Law is sketched out in broad 
brush strokes. Jesus frames each “fulfilment” in the same way. You have heard..... 
(the Old Covenant restrictions, sanctions, the don’ts and nots)...but | say to you 
(Jesus now expands, fulfills and shows the truth of each Law in the light of God’s 
eternal love and care for His people: 

‘You shall not commit murder’ and 
‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 But | say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever 
says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. 23 
Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, 24 leave your offering there before the 
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your 
offering. 25 Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him 
on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 Truly | say to you, you will 
not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent. 


27 , ‘You shall not commit adultery’; 28 but | say to 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out 


and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand makes you 


stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the 
parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell. 


31 ee ann his wife away, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce’; that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the 
reason of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery. 


33 “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not make false 
vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34 , make no oath at 
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is the 
footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall 
you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 
But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil. 


38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 
But | say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, 
let him have your coat also. 41 Whoever [ao]forces you to go one mile, go with him 
two. 42 Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to 
borrow from you. 


43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 so that you may [ap]be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes 
His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 If you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 
(Matthew 
5:21-48 NASB) 
Jesus concludes that we must be “perfect”- perfect (complete) integrity, but 
perhaps not “perfect” in sinlessness- only Jesus fulfilled that high standard! 


Jesus then teaches us how to honor and help the poor, and how to do it as God 
does, with no thought of self-congratulation or “virtue signaling”. He also teaches 
us how to pray, with His example “pattern” prayer which is still prayed worldwide 
today. He also emphasizes the importance of forgiveness- we MUST forgive to be 
forgiven ourselves: 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; 
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who Is in heaven. 


2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by 
men. Truly | say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 


5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. 
Truly | say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But you, when you pray, go into 
your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your 
Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 


7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, 
for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 So do not be like 
them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 


.” (Matthew 6:1-14 NASB) 


In this foundational sermon, Jesus also teaches us how to behave when fasting 
(notice He does NOT say “if fasting”); how to treat money (Mammon on some 
translations), and how to avoid anxiety and worry. Worry and anxiety reveal to us 
and to others how little we trust the Father: 


but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret 
will reward you. 


22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body 
will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 


24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth. 


(The Cure for Anxiety) 
wi ea ort you wl le nor yor Body af ety al puto. a 
faith 31 Bo not nor then, 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; 


for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 


34 
. (Matthew 6:16-34 NASB) 


October 3, 2019 Matthew 7-9 


In a “red letter” Bible, most of Matthew 7 would be written in red. Here Jesus 
completes the “Sermon on the Mount with teachings about judgment, with 
teachings about judgment, prayer, treatment of others (the “Golden Rule”), the 
narrow and wide gates and where they both lead, a tree and its good or bad fruit, 
and the “two foundations”- one foundation of obedience to God’s Word and the 
other disobedience. The power of this teaching is that these are “lived in” truths, 
and are spoken by the very One who was (and is) part of the Triune God- present at 
Creation and who will be the Eternal King. The people correctly saw and 
experienced that this Teacher was one with “authority (verse 29) 

i . 2 For in the way you judge, you will be 
judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you 
look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that Is in 
your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye? 


6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or 
they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. 


(Prayer and the Golden Rule) 


rd ————————EE 
8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 


him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, when his 
son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give 
him a snake, will he? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 


children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to 
those who ask Him! 


You. for this is the Law and the Prophets, ow Manemem toes’ 


(The Narrow and Wide Gates) 

13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that 

A Tree and Its Fruit 

15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered 

from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 
. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, 


nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits. 


21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say 
to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 
cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then | will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’ 


(The Two Foundations) 
24 , may be 
compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did 
not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 
, Will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.” 


28 When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amaZed at His teaching; 
29 
(Matthew 7 NASB) 


And the crowds gathered and followed- they were astonished, delighted, and filled 
with hope. Maybe this One was the One promised by the prophets for centuries! 
Maybe this One would lead His people into the Kingdom of Heaven that He 
preached about so often! Jesus even healed at a distance, as he did with the 
Centurion’s servant Jesus was unafraid to touch a leper- whose very presence struck 
fear in the hearts of those untouched by this deforming and ravaging disease. He 
healed many who presented themselves to Him, asking and even begging for 
deliverance from disease. Jesus, however, was careful to heal by incorporating a 
“holistic” healing- he was interested in the whole person- their spiritual selves as 
well as physical selves- he very often addressed their sins, forgave the sin, and then 
healed. As this pattern became evident to the “religious authorities”, they became 


concerned, jealous, and more and more eager to rid themselves of this 
“uncredentialed rabbi/teacher”. 


Matthew writes: 


.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus 


*said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go, 


5 And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, 6 
and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.” 7 
Jesus *said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 


. 11 | say to you that many will come from east and 
west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven; 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in 


that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And Jesus said to the 


.” (Matthew 8:1-13 NASB) 


Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law, and Matthew points out that this healing is a 
“credential” of the Messiah (Isaiah 53:4): 

“When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed 
with a fever. 15 He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she got up and 
waited on Him. 16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were 
demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were 
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(Matthew 8:14-17 NASB) 


Jesus demanded (and demands and deserves) a total commitment of our whole 
selves to His leadership, direction and devotion: 

“Now when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the other 
side of the sea. 19 Then a scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, | will follow You 
wherever You go.” 20 


21 Another of the 
disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus 
*said to him, 


Jesus could command even the wind and waves, the powers of Nature: 


23 When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him. 24 And behold, there 
arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; 
but Jesus Himself was asleep. 25 And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, 
“Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” 26 He *said to them, “Why are you afraid, you 


men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it 
became perfectly calm. 27 The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is 
this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?” 


He cast out demons from two demon-possessed men into a herd of pigs (raised by 
the Gentiles in the Decapolis): 


“When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who 
were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were 
so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way. 29 And they cried out, 
saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come 
here to torment us before the time?” 30 Now there was a herd of many swine 
feeding at a distance from them. 31 The demons began to entreat Him, saying, “If 
You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.” 32 And He said to 
them, “Go!” And they came out and went into the swine, and the whole herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters. 33 The herdsmen ran 
away, and went to the city and reported everything, including what had happened 
to the demoniacs. 34 And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when 
they saw Him, they implored Him to leave their region.” 


. Ses 


The Miracle of the Swine (https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/riviere-the-miracle- 
of-the-gaderene-swine-n01515) 


Jesus went from place to place, guided by the Holy Spirit, and healed body and soul: 
“Getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over the sea and came to His own city. 


2 And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said 
to the paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And some of the 
scribes said to themselves, “This fellow blasphemes.” 4 And Jesus knowing their 


thoughts said, “Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? 5 Which Is easier, to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk’? 6 But so that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—then He *said to the 
paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he got up and went home. 
8 But when the crowds saw this, they were awestruck, and glorified God, who had 
given such authority to men.” (Matthew 8:1-8 NASB) 


He called another disciple, the one who many attribute the Gospel that bears his 
name- Matthew the tax collector: 


“As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax 
collector’s booth; and He *said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed 
Him. 


10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. 
11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why is your Teacher 
eating with the tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, 
“It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 13 
But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for | did 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

(Matthew 8:10-13 NASB) 

Jesus answered many of the challenging questions put to Him- clear evidence of the 
already growing opposition to His ministry: 

“Then the disciples of John *came to Him, asking, “Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus said to them, “The attendants of 
the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? 
But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then 
they will fast. 16 But no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for 
the patch pulls away from the garment, and a worse tear results. 17 Nor do people 
put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours 
out and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and 
both are preserved.” (Matthew 8:14-17 NASB) 


Jesus publicly healed, calling attention to His power and authority, but always 
pointing to the Father: 


“While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue Official came and bowed 
down before Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand 
on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and began to follow him, and so did His 
disciples. 


20 And a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came 
up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak; 21 for she was saying to herself, 
“lf | only touch His garment, | will get well.” 22 But Jesus turning and seeing her 
said, “Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.” At once the woman 
was made well. 


23 When Jesus came into the Official’s house, and saw the flute-players and the 
crowd in noisy disorder, 24 He said, “Leave; for the girl has not died, but is asleep.” 


And they began laughing at Him. 25 But when the crowd had been sent out, He 
entered and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 This news spread 
throughout all that land. 


27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, “Have 
mercy on us, Son of David!” 28 When He entered the house, the blind men came up 
to Him, and Jesus *said to them, “Do you believe that | am able to do this?” They 
*said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then He touched their eyes, saying, “It shall be done 
to you according to your faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly 
warned them: “See that no one knows about this!” 31 But they went out and spread 
the news about Him throughout all that land. 


32 As they were going out, a mute, demon-possessed man was brought to Him. 33 
After the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed, 
and were saying, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 34 But the 
Pharisees were saying, “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 


35 Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and 
every kind of sickness. (Matthew 8:18-35) 


Jesus saw that God’s people were discouraged, leaderless (or worse still, with selfish 
and self centered spiritual “leaders”) and had great compassion on them: 

“Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and 
dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then He *said to His disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” (Matthew 8:36-38). 


Our call today is to be called- and accept the call- as “workers in the harvest (verse 
38)! 


October 4, 2019 Matthew 10-11 


The stated mission of the United Methodist Church is to “make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world” 
(https://www.umnews.org/en/news/united-methodist-mission-statement-revised). 
Notice the statement is not to BE disciples- for we hope that we are- but to MAKE 
disciples. Jesus shows us the way to MAKE disciples. He made Himself visible and 
available, showed Himself to be trustworthy and gifted by the Spirit, and went to 
the potential disciples and called each of them to discipleship. We see in Matthew 
10 the blueprint for this transforming outreach: 


‘Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who Is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 
3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of 


Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed Him. 


demons. Freely you received, freely give. 9 Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper 
for your money belts, 10 or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or 
a Staff; for the worker is worthy of his support. 11 And whatever city or village you 
enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that city. 12 


5 Truly | say to you, it will be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.” 
(Matthew 10:1-15 NASB) 


https://www.heartlight.org/wjd/matthew/0429-wjd.html 


The mission is a permanent one- we are to do this discipling until the Son of Man 
comes (again): 


“Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents 
and innocent as doves. 


be given you in that hour what you are to say. 20 For it is not you who speak, but it 
is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 


21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise 
up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 22 You will be hated by all 
because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be 
saved. 


23 “But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly | say to 
you, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son of Man 
comes.” (Matthew 10:16-23 NASB) 


All men wi Il ha te. ou macau 


https://www.heartlight.org/cgi-shl/todaysverse.cgi?day=20161022&ver=niv 


Jesus tells us clearly what a disciple is like- and how His disciples will be treated and 
regarded as they go about their mission: 


“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 25 It is enough 
for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If 
they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
the members of his household! 


26 “Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What | tell you in the darkness, speak 
in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 
28 Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear 


32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, | will also confess him 
before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, | will 
also deny him before My Father who Is in heaven. 


34 “Do not think that | came to bring peace on the earth; | did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For | came to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a 
man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 


.” (Matthew 10:24-38 


In becoming and accepting the mission of being a disciple, we find blessings and 
life! We are already saved by Jesus’ sacrifice, but we are blessed by participating in 
the mission that He gave to us. 


Jesus points out the abundant blessings of service in His Name: 


Me. 41 He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet’s reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous 
man Shall receive a righteous man’s reward, 42 


Ny 


(Matthew 10:40-42 NASB) 


John the Baptizer, Jesus’ cousin, had been imprisoned. Word had come to him of 
Jesus’ activities and discipling, and John had a surprising question (but a logical 
one). Was this Jesus the promised Messiah, the one who was promised? Jesus 
answered by telling Johnto examine, meditate on, and think about His activities- did 
they match what was promised in God’s prophetic Word? Were the things Jesus 
was doing consistent with His being the One that was promsed? 


“When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed 
from there to teach and preach in their cities. 


2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by 
his disciples 3 and said to Him, 


preached to them. 6 And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.” (Matthew 
11:1-6 NASB) 


Jesus then explains and gives tribute to John, who came before Jesus to prepare 
hearts and minds to be ready to accept the One who was to come: 


“As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But 
what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | 
tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is 
written, 


‘Behold, | send My messenger ahead of You, 
Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 


11 Truly | say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. 13 For all the prophets 
and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, John 
himself is Eliiah who was to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 


16 “But to what shall | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
market places, who call out to the other children, 17 and say, ‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For 
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19 The Son 
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 
deeds.” (Matthew 11:7-19 NASB) 


Already Jesus sees the incredible resistance of some to the clear and present 
workings of God among them- the miracles that bear testimony to the Sonship and 
Lordship of Jesus- and of the coming of the Kingdom. Was He surprised, saddened, 
angry- or all three?: 


“Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were done, 
because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For 
if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 Nevertheless | say to you, it will 
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And 
you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; 
for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have 
remained to this day. 24 Nevertheless | say to you that it will be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.” (Matthew 11:20-24 NAB) 


Matthew 11:21-22 
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Jesus then thanks His Father that the important things have been hidden, but that 
those who have a simple and focused faith can find them. Jesus then offers rest, 
comfort and blessing to thise whose life’s mission is to take up their cross- whatever 
it is- and follow Him: 


“At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You 
have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants. 26 Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27 All things 
have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him. 


28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. 29 
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for |! am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
(Matthew 11:25-30 NASB) 
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/302093087499787748/?autologin=true 


October 5, 2019 Matthew 12 


The sabbath was a major event in the Jewish life of faith. Over the many tears from 
the giving of the Law to Moses. The rules and regulations were added to the way 
the sabbath was to be observed. No “work” was to be done, and there were many 
regulations and prescriptions for what “work” meant. Jesus had a radical 
interpretation of the place of the sabbath. Jesus saw it was a “gift” and nota 
burden to the people, stating simple that the Son of Man (Himself) was the “Lord of 
the Sabbath” (Matthew 12, verse 8. Matthew writes: 

“At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples 
became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat. 2 But when the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to 
do on a Sabbath.” 3 But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when 
he became hungry, he and his companions, 4 how he entered the house of God, and 
they ate the consecrated bread, which was not lawful for him to eat nor for those 
with him, but for the priests alone? 5 Or have you not read in the Law, that on the 
Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are innocent? 6 But | say 
to you that something greater than the temple is here. 7 But if you had known what 
this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,’ you would not have 
condemned the innocent. 


Lord of the Sabbath 
8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 


9 Departing from there, He went into their synagogue. 10 And a man was there 
whose hand was withered. And they questioned Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful to heal on 
the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse Him. 11 And He said to them, “What man 
is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he 
not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable then is a man than a 
sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then He *said to the 
man, “Stretch out your hand!” He stretched it out, and it was restored to normal, 
like the other. 14 


15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed Him, and He healed 
them all, 16 and warned them not to tell who He was. 17 This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 


18 “Behold, My Servant whom | have chosen; 
My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; 
/ will put My Spirit upon Him, 

And He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 
19 “He will not quarrel, nor cry out; 

Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 
20 “A battered reed He will not break off, 
And a smoldering wick He will not put out, 
Until He leads justice to victory. 

21 “And in His name the Gentiles will hope.” Quoting Isaiah 42:1-4 (Matthew 12:1- 
21 NASB) 


Jesus quotes 1 Samuel 21:6 - the record of David (and his men) eating the 
“showbread” from the altar, as well as quoting Isaiah 42, to illustrate the principle 
that had been “hidden” or unrevealed for these many years. Just as God rested on 
the seventh day, so man should rest following the same pattern. The focus is on 
the wonderful and healing gift of rest, and on “compassion” (verse 7) rather than 
the onerous burden of manmade rules! The Pharisees could not abide this threat to 
their rule-making authority, and began to plot to “destroy” or at least remove Jesus 
from their midst. 


Almost immediately the religious leaders challenges Jesus’ authority- what power 
did Jesus use to heal and cast out demons? Their answer was Satan- Jesus was 
working for the “Enemy” and not empowered by God for good. Jesus reasoned with 
them (although | doubt they changed their minds) that if Satan cast out Satan, then 
the evil One would be working against himself (verse 26): 

“Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and 
Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were 
astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 


atdemons, that this fellow drves outdemons.” ns we PES 


26 If Satan drives out Satan, he Is divided against himself. How then can his 
kingdom stand? 27 And if 1 drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people 
drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God 
that | drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 


29 “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his 
possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house. 


30 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters, 31 And so / tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word 
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 


33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will 
be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who 
are evil say anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 35 A 
good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But | tell you that everyone will 
have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have 
spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned.” (Matthew 12:22-37 NASB) 
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Pressing the issue further- the religious leaders demanded a “sign”- a miraculous 
event that would add credibility- the stamp of the Living God Himself- on Jesus. 
Jesus, knowing their hearts, stated that only the “sign of Jonah” would be given. He 
was, of course, referring to the time he would be in the tomb for three days and 
nights before returning resurrected and very alive!: 


“Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want 
to see a sign from you.” 


39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! aia 


pia ad oe iy 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the 


judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South 
will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the 
ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater than 
Solomon is here. 


43 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the house | left.’ 
When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45 
Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they 
go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the first. 
That is how it will be with this wicked generation.” (Matthew 12:38-45) 
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Jesus then redefines “family”. He saw family as those joined in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, not just as those who share DNA. This passage has been widely 
misunderstood, as has a parallel passage about “hating father, mother, sister or 
brother” (Luke 14:26). The actual word in koine Greek for “hate” is better 
translated “love less”. Jesus demands (and deserves) that we love Him more- more 
than our wealth and possession, more than our church or its programs, more than 
our nuclear families, more than anything- we are commanded to love Jesus “more’”- 
to put Him as our priority and at the “throne of our lives”- He desires and demands 
to be Lord - not just our Savior and Friend: 


“While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, 
wanting to speak to him. 47 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are 
standing outside, wanting to speak to you.” 


48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to 


(Matthew 
12:46-50 NASB) 


Again, the Scripture interprets itself 
(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/does-jesus-want-hate-famil 

Matthew 10:37 may provide the interpretational key to unlock area means by 
“hate” here: “ 


.” Yes, we are 
to exhibit deep affections for our closest earthly kin, but Jesus is saying we must 
love even them less than we do him if we would prove to be genuine disciples. Of 
course, it’s also true that | will love my family and friends well in direct to proportion 
to the depth of my love for Jesus.” 


The Blble Hub (Bengel’s Knomen) also gives us some insight into Luke 14:26: 


https://biblehub.com/commentaries/luke/14-26.htm 


“This hatred must be understood not merely 

, but even absolutely: For whoever hath derived 
from Christ a ripened knowledge, taste, and appetite for God and heavenly good 
things (Luke 14:16, the viands of the “great supper”), has also a contempt and 
hatred of self and of the whole creature that [of the whole creation, so far as it] is 
subject to vanity, a hatred that is at once high-spirited and yet at the same time 
removed from all bitterness of feeling.” 


October 5, 2019 Matthew 13-14 


Parables...why did Jesus use so many parables? He was a master communicator, 
and could have used any of a number of methods of teaching and preaching. The 
parable is a “word picture”- usually of a setting, situation or item familiar to the 
listeners. By attaching this “word picture” to the spiritual truth, Jesus made an 
almost unbreakable connection between the illustration and the truth illustrated. 
Sermon illustrations only attempt the masterful connections that Jesus- the ultimate 
communicator- made seemingly without effort. 

Matthew 13 contains several of these parables, one of which the disciples 
“demanded” be interpreted to them: 

“That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And large 
crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd 
was standing on the beach. 


| 
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, Which says, 


‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; 
You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; 

15 For the heart of this people has become dull, 
With their ears they scarcely hear, 

And they have closed their eyes, 

Otherwise they would see with their eyes, 

Hear with their ears, 

And understand with their heart and return, 

And | would heal them.’ (Isaiah 6:9-10) 


(Matthew 13:1-16 NASB) 


Jesus then gave this “private” interpretation: 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the 
road. 20 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in 
himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of 
the word, immediately he falls away. 22 And the one on whom seed was sown 
among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world 
and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 And 


hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.” (Matthew 13:18-23 NASB) 


So the Kingdom of Heaven is about making disciples! And the principle is not 
addition- but multiplication! 


Jesus followed with another parable- the wheat and the tares. He is telling us that 
the enemy will invade the people/children of God, but that at the Great Judgment 
they will be identified and separated. This should give us great pause about 
removing those among the fellowship of believers that are “not good enough, not 
spiritual enough”, or worse still- not “like us” from our midst: 


“Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while his men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. 26 
But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 
27 The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good 


seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 And he said to them, ‘An enemy 


(Matthew 13:24-30 NASB) 


Jesus then told a parable of a mustard seed- a tiny yellow seed- that grows into a 
large and impressive bush/tree: 

“He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; 32 and this is smaller than 
all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” 
(Matthew 13:31-32 NASB) 


| will always treasure the memory of my Mother’s mustard seed necklace- a glass 
“sphere” with a tiny yellow seed inside! 
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Jesus continued, telling parable after parable to illustrate truths about the “Kingdom 
of Heaven”: 


“He spoke another parable to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened.” 


34 All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and He did not speak to 
them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 


“| will open My mouth in parables; 
/ will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world.”(Psalm 78:2) 


(The Tares Explained) 
36 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him 
and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 37 And He said, “The 


Hidden Treasure 

44 , Which a man found 
and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 


A Costly Pearl 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and 
upon finding one pear! of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought 
it. 


A Dragnet 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering 
fish of every kind; 48 and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they 
sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 
49 So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the 
wicked from among the righteous, 50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


51 “Have you understood all these things?” They *said to Him, “Yes.” 52 And Jesus 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and 
old.” (Matthew 13:33-52 NASB) 


As so often when a person of some note goes “home”, those who knew him when 
he was being raised and saw him every day were not able to grasp who He was. 


Jesus was seen clearly as the Son not because of the miracles and parables, but 
because the very Holy Spirit of God had planted faith in the believer’s heart! 


(Jesus Revisits Nazareth) 

“When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there. 54 He came to 
His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous 
powers? 55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His 
brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And His sisters, are they not 
all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense 
at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 
hometown and in his own household.” 58 And He did not do many miracles there 
because of their unbelief.” (Matthew 13:53-58 NASB) 


Jesus then illustrates the “Kingdom Life”- when his cousin (and presumably friend) - 
John the Baptizer was beheaded by Herod, Jesus heard the awful news and 
instinctively withdrew to pray and mourn His great loss. The crowds, however, 
probably not understanding Jesus’ need to grieve, pressed on Him and practically 
demanded that He heal, preach, and serve them. Because of Jesus’ great love - 
and compassion- He not only preached and healed some of them but provided a 
miraculous meal for them! 


“At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to his 
attendants, “This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why 
miraculous powers are at work in him.” 


3 Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 for John had been saying to him: “It is not 
lawful for you to have her.” 5 Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the 
people, because they considered John a prophet. 


6 On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests and pleased 
Herod so much 7 that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 8 
Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the 
Baptist.” 9 The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 
he ordered that her request be granted 10 and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 
His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her 


mother. 12 John’s disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went 


(Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand) 
13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 


When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed 
their sick.” (Matthew 14:1-14 NASB) 


This “feeding” was literally an illustration of Jesus being the “Bread of Heaven” the 
“Manna” and the “Bread of Life”. Jesus understood in his temptation by Satan than 
one does not live by “bread alone”, but Jesus also knew that bread was vital toa 
healthy and abundant life! So He fed that crowd- five thousand men- and probably 
an almost equal number of women and children: 


“As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote 
place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the 
villages and buy themselves some food.” 


16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 


18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on 
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples 
picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of 
those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.” 
(Matthew 14:15-21 NASB) 
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James Tissot Feeding of the Five Thousand 


How did Jesus accomplish this? There is very good cross referenced basis for the 


historicity (did this actually happen?) of this story (https://crossexamined.org/the- 
feeding-of-the-five-thousand-did-it-really-happen/). The helpful website “Got 


Questions” gives about as good an answer as | have found 


https://www.gotquestions.org/feeding-the-5000.html): 


Question: "What can we learn from Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000?" 


— 


Answer: Aside from the resurrection, the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 is the only 


Jesus’ disciples had wanted to send the people away because evening was 
approaching and they were in a remote place (Matthew 14:15). They knew the 
people needed to reach surrounding villages soon to buy food, find lodging, etc., or 
they would likely go hungry (Mark 6:36). But Christ had a better idea: “You give 
them something to eat” (Matthew 14:16). At this point, the disciples should have 
recalled the many miracles they had seen Jesus do. Perhaps some of them did, but 
Andrew asked, “What are [five loaves and two fish] for so many?” (John 6:9). And 
Philip exclaimed, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread 
for each one to have a bite!” (verse 7). 


Jesus called for the bread and fish to be brought to Him (Matthew 14:18). He then 
gave thanks for the meal, broke the bread, and gave it to His disciples to give to the 
crowd. Amazingly, the entire multitude was fed with that small meal. Jesus provided 
“as much as they wanted” (John 6:11), and “they all ate and were satisfied” 
(Matthew 14:20). Christ did not just meet the need; He lavished them with so much 
food that there were “twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish” left over 
(Mark 6:43). 


God is in it.” When Christians are willing to offer their lives sacrificially, relinquishing 
their hold on whatever God has given them in terms of time, money, talents, etc., 
God will use these ordinary things to create extraordinary things. Christians must 


Philip’s mind immediately ran to the cost of the project. He quickly calculated how 
many man-hours of work it would take to feed all those people; he saw the task as 
impossible because he approached it as if everything depended on his own work. 
Jesus’ approach was different. Jesus bypassed all human effort and did the 
impossible. It’s “‘not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD 
Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6). 


. He 
could have simply snapped His fingers and caused everyone present to have a 
meal, but He didn’t. Instead, He “gave . . . to his disciples to distribute to the 
people” (Mark 6:41). In this way, the disciples had to trust the Lord for everything 
they distributed. They could only give as they received. Philip, Andrew, and the rest 
were put in a position of total dependence upon the Lord for the supply. God still 
uses people the same way today. 


There is a foreshadowing of Christ’s miracle in the life of Elisha in 2 Kings. Elisha 
told his servant to feed the people gathered there, although there was not enough 
food for the hundred men. One of the men said, “How can | set this before a 
hundred men?” (2 Kings 4:42-43) 


Christians must bring their lives to God in a spirit of obedience and sacrifice, no 
matter how insignificant they may think their gifts or talents are (Romans 12:1). 


Jesus literally “walks on the water". Peter then, imitating Christ, steps out of the 
boat and goes to Jesus and is successful in his miraculous walk until he looks at the 
water below instead of the face of the Lord. Jesus has to "lift him out" of the water- 
just as he lifts us out of our tangled webs of unbelief and disobedience, and -once 
again- rescues us from ourselves! 


“Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowd, 23 After he had dismissed them, he 
went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 
24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the 
waves because the wind was against it. 


5 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 


27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is |. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 


save me!” 


31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he 
said, “why did you doubt?” 


32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who 
were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 


34 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men 
of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People 
brought all their sick to him 36 and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of 
his cloak, and all who touched it were healed.” (Matthew 14:22-36 NASB) 
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Christ Walking on Water Julius Sergius Klever 1880 


October 7, 2019 Matthew 15-17 


Miracle upon miracle- teaching upon teaching. It seems that the events of Jesus’ 
public ministry literally pile hard on one another in rapid sequence. This is 
undoubtedly one of the results of a narrative being incomplete and summary- like 


history- which in essence is remembered history (usually told by the winners and 
conquerors)- the Gospel narrative is the remembered sequence of teachings 
compressed by their being remembered out of vivid narratives and collections of 
teachings. 


Conservative scholars give great weight to the absolute veracity and reliability of 
the historicity of the synoptic gospels 
: ikipedi iki/Historical_reliability of the Gospels). This reference 


https://en.wi 
reads in part: 
When judging the historical reliability of the gospels, scholars ask if the accounts in 
the gospels are, when judged using normal standards that historians use on other 
ancient writings, reliable or not.[26] The main issues are what are the ‘original’ 
gospels, whether the original gospel works were accurate eyewitness accounts, and 
whether those original versions have been transmitted accurately through the ages 
to us. 


The genre of the gospels is essential in understanding the intentions of the authors 
regarding the historical value of the texts. New Testament scholar Graham Stanton 
states that "the gospels are now widely considered to be a sub-set of the broad 
ancient literary genre of biographies." Charles H. Talbert agrees that the gospels 
should be grouped with the Graeco-Roman biographies, but adds that such 
biographies included an element of mythology, and that the synoptic gospels also 
included elements of mythology.[4 


5] Some critics have 
maintained that Christianity is not founded on a historical figure, but rather ona 
mythical creation.[33] This view proposes that the idea of Jesus was the Jewish 
manifestation of a pan-Hellenic cult, known as Osiris-Dionysus,[34] which 
acknowledged the non-historic nature of the figure, using it instead as a teaching 
device. 


Scholars tend to consider Luke's works (Luke-Acts) to be closer in genre to "pure" 
history,[6][6][35] although they also note that "This is not to say that he [Luke] was 
always reliably informed, or that - any more than modern historians - he always 
presented a severely factual account of events."[6] New Testament scholar, James 
D.G. Dunn believes that "the earliest tradents within the Christian churches [were] 
preservers more than innovators...seeking to transmit, retell, explain, interpret, 
elaborate, but not create de novo... 


as it was remembered from the beginning of the transmission process (which often 
predates Easter) and so fairly direct access to the ministry and teaching of Jesus 
through the eyes and ears of those who went about with him."[36] Nevertheless, 
David Jenkins, a former Anglican Bishop of Durham and university professor, has 
stated that "Certainly not! There is absolutely no certainty in the New Testament 
about anything of importance."[37] 


Critical scholars have developed a number of criteria to evaluate the probability, or 
historical authenticity, of an attested event or saying represented in the gospels. 
These criteria are applied to the gospels in order to help scholars in reconstructions 
of the Historical Jesus. The criterion of dissimilarity argues that if a saying or action 
is dissimilar to, or contrary to, the views of Judaism in the context of Jesus or the 
views of the early church, then it can more confidently be regarded as an authentic 
saying or action of Jesus.[38][39] One commonly cited example of this is Jesus’ 
controversial reinterpretation of the Mosaic law in his Sermon on the Mount, or 
Peter's decision to allow uncircumcised gentiles into what was, at the time, a sect of 
Judaism. The criterion of embarrassment holds that the authors of the gospels had 
no reason to invent embarrassing incidents such as the denial of Jesus by Peter, or 
the fleeing of Jesus' followers after his arrest, and therefore such details would likely 
not have been included unless they were true.[40] Bart Ehrman, using the criterion 
of dissimilarity to judge the historical reliability of the claim Jesus was baptized by 
John the Baptist, notes that "it is hard to imagine a Christian inventing the story of 
Jesus' baptism since this could be taken to mean that he was John's 
subordinate."[41] 


Matthew clearly describes the attacks of the “good religious people- the Pharisees” 
who were zealous to keep and protect the Law. The Pharisees challenged Jesus at a 
number of times and about specific points of the Law (which they pretended to 
completely understand): 


“Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why 
do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands 
when they eat bread.” 3 And He answered and said to them, “Why do you 
yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 
For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or 
mother is to be put to death.’ 5 But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, 
“Whatever | have that would help you has been given to God,” 6 he is not to honor 
his father or his mother.’ And by this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of 
your tradition. 7 You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: 


8 ‘This people honors Me with their lips, 

But their heart is far away from Me. 

9 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, 

Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’” (Quoting Isaiah 29:13) 


10 After Jesus called the crowd to Him, He said to them, “Hear and understand. 11 It 
is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the 
mouth, this defiles the man.” 


12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were 
offended when they heard this statement?” 13 But He answered and said, “Every 
plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; 
they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will 
fall into a pit.” (Matthew 15:1-14 NASB) 


Once again, the disciples- the “in crowd” so to speak, demanded that Jesus interpret 
His parables for them: 


The Heart of Man) 


=~ 


“Peter said to Him, “Explain the parable to us.” 16 Jesus said, “Are you still lacking 
in understanding also? 17 


(Matthew 15:15-20 NASB) 


A clever and desperate Syrophoenician (describes as a Canaanite in Matthew) 
woman- clearly not one of the people of Israel to whom Jesus was commissioned- 
asked Jesus to heal her daughter. In the dialogue between them, it seems clear 
that Jesus is impressed not only by the woman’s focus on healing her child but also 
her humor an intelligence in approaching Him: 


— 


The Syrophoenician Woman) 


“Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 


masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be 
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once.” (Matthew 15:21- 
28 NASB) 


Jesus always seemed to make time to heal the hopeless and helpless- those who 
lived on the edges of society without a real “safety net” to help them: 


— 


Healing Crowds) 


“Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up 
on the mountain, He was sitting there. 30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing 
with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they 
laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. 31 So the crowd marveled as they 
saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.” (Matthew 15:29-31 NASB) 


Once again, just as He had done in feeding the 5000, Jesus feels compassion from 
the many who followed Him and fed 4000 on this occasion: 


(Four Thousand Fed) 


“And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, “I feel compassion for the people, 
because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; 


and | 


do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.” 33 The 
disciples *said to Him, “Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place 


to satisfy such a large crowd?” 34 And Jesus *said to them, “How many loaves do 


39 And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and came to the region of 
Magadan.” (Matthew 15:32-39 NASB) 


Now we come to the chapter in Matthew that contains perhaps the most puzzling- 
and even off-putting- verse in the New Testament. It is a well-established historic 
reality that the early church expected Jesus’ imminent return. Some of the advice 
in the Pauline pastoral letters urging believers to stay single (or stay married) and 
to allow the culture (particularly the institution of slavery) to remain unchanged 
reflect this belief in the return of Jesus. This may have fueled the urgency of Paul’s 
church planting efforts in his missionary travels. Jesus states clearly in Matthew 
16:28 “Truly | say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will 
not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom”. (NASB) 


The Website “Desiring God (https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/jesus-said-hed- 
return-soon-so-where-is-he) sheds some very helpful light on this apparent 
inconsistency of Jesus’ teaching, Clearly, the full realization of the Second Coming 
of Jesus has not taken place- the Scriptures tell us, among other things, that Satan 
will be bound for “a thousand years”. There seems to be no evidence of this in 
today’s world- if anything, Satan has been unleashed and claims many persons who 
have sold out to evil. 


Of the many interpretations offered to put this statement of Jesus in context, the 
interpretation that Jesus would come in His kingdom seems to be satisfied (to me at 
least) by the events surrounding Pentecost. The fire of the Holy Spirit in that single 


event was the “spark” that set the church in motion in true power. Certainly many 
who heard this teaching of Jesus were still living when Pentecost took place after 
the Resurrection! 


Matthew writes: 


“The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show 
them a sign from heaven. 2 


5 And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had forgotten to 
bring any bread. 6 And Jesus said to them, “Watch out and beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 7 They began to discuss this among themselves, 
saying, “He said that because we did not bring any bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of 
this, said, “You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you 
have no bread? 9 Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five 
thousand, and how many baskets full you picked up? 10 Or the seven loaves of the 
four thousand, and how many large baskets full you picked up? 11 How is it that 
you do not understand that | did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of 


Peter’s Confession of Christ 


13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He *said to them, 


but My Father who is in heaven. 18 | also say to you that you are Peter, and upon 
this rock | will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 | will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall 
have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one 
that He was the Christ. 


Jesus Foretells His Death 


21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 


! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you 
are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man’s.” 


— 


Discipleship Is Costly) 
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Matthew then describes one of the most glorious events in Jesus’ ministry- the 
Transfiguration. Jesus’ friends and close followers certainly saw “glimpses of glory” 
in Jesus as He showed God’s power and the Holy Spirit’s presence, wisdom and 
guidance. This startling event though, pulled back the “curtain” concealing the 
“God ness” or divinity of Jesus. 


Matthew tells us: 


Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and *led 


them up on a high mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before 


here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still 


speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud 
said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 6 When 
the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were terrified. 7 And 
Jesus came to them and touched them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.” 8 
And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 


9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, 


Titian Transfiguration c1560 


The Demoniac 


14 When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus, falling on his knees 
before Him and saying, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic and is 
very ill; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water. 16 | brought him to 
Your disciples, and they could not cure him.” 17 And Jesus answered and said, “You 
unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall | be with you? How long shall | 
put up with you? Bring him here to Me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon 
came out of him, and the boy was cured at once. 


19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not drive it 


out?” 20 And He *said to them, “BEGaUS@\OT THEWittEneSS1Or VOU Tait TOntrulya 
say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be 
impossible to you. 21 [But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”] 


22 And while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men; 23 and they will kill Him, and 
He will be raised on the third day.” And they were deeply grieved. 


The Tribute Money 


24 When they came to Capernaum, those who collected the two-drachma tax came 
to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?” 25 He *said, 
“Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do 
you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, 
from their sons or from strangers?” 26 When Peter said, “From strangers,” Jesus 
said to him, “Then the sons are exempt. 27 However, so that we do not offend 
them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and 


Apostle Peter paying the temple tax with coin from the fish's mouth Augustin 
Tunger, 1486. 


October 8, 2019 Matthew 18-20 


The Kingdom of Heaven- what will it be like? Who will be there? Will one be greater 
than another? Jesus gives answers to these and may other questions as He teaches 
the disciples and the many who followed Him: 


“At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who then is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2 And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3 
and said, “Truly | say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, 
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever then humbles himself as this 
child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever receives one such 
child in My name receives Me; 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung 
around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 


(Stumbling Blocks) 


7 “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that 
stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block 
comes! 


8 “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; 
it is better for you to enter life crippled or lame, than to have two hands or two feet 
and be cast into the eternal fire. 9 If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out 
and throw it from you. It is better for you to enter life with one eye, than to have 
two eyes and be cast into the fiery hell. 


10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for | say to you that their 
angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 11 [For the 
Son of Man has come to save that which was /ost.] (Matthew 18:1-11 NASB) 


The lost sheep- why would Jesus - the Good Shepherd- leave the 99 and seek the 
one who was lost? It its because He came to save the lost- He said elsewhere that 
he came not for those who were “well” but for those who were “sick” (Matthew 
9:12; Luke 5:31, Mark 2:17) - He was the Physician who sought out those needing 
Him 

(Ninety-nine Plus One) 


“What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for 
the one that is straying? 13 If it turns out that he finds it, truly | say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine which have not gone astray. 14 So it 
is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish.” 
(Matthew 18:12-14 NASB) 


How should we discipline in the church? Jesus tells us how this should be done- first 
privately- one-on-one, then with a witness, and finally before the whole church: 


(Discipline and Prayer) 


“lf your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you 
have won your brother. 16 But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more 
with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be 
confirmed. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses 
to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 
Truly | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; 
and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 
15:15-18 NASB) 


ad 
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“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth shall be boun 
in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 


loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.” 


Jesus then emphasizes the importance of the authority His followers have: 


19 “Again | say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they 
may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 20 For where two 
or three have gathered together in My name, | am there in their midst.” (Matthew 
18:19-20 NASB) 


Then Jesus addresses the thorny subject of forgiveness. Surely after one forgives 
another a few times, then we should be freed from the responsibility of this difficult 
task! Jesus does not leave us that option- he says to Peter we should forgive either 
“77 times” or “seventy times seven” times (depending on the translation- 


essentially Jesus is saying MANY times- and the result of our own unforgiveness ids 
that we will not be forgiven at the time of judgment! Serious stuff! 


(Forgiveness) 


21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 
me and | forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “Il do not say to 
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 


23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he had begun to settle them, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 But since he did not have 
the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and 
children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 So the slave fell to the 
ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and | will 
repay you everything.’ 27 And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that slave went out and found one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave fell to the 
ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and | will 
repay you.’ 30 But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he 
should pay back what was owed. 31 So when his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that 
had happened. 32 Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, | 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not also 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that | had mercy on you?’ 34 
And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should 
repay all that was owed him. 35 My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if 
each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:21-35 
NASB) 


Matthew 19 includes several “challenges” from the religious leaders- the 
“authorities” on the Law. They prided themselves in memorizing, knowing and 
applying the Law to numerous “practical, real world” settings so that no one would 
knowingly violate he Commandments- they put a “hedge” around the 
Commandments so that one would not get “close enough” to break or violate them! 
Jesus then regfers the “experts” to other parts of Scripture that shed a different 
light on these many man-made “laws”: 


“When Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee and came into the 
region of Judea beyond the Jordan; 2 and large crowds followed Him, and He healed 
them there. 


3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, “Is it lawful for a man to 


10 The disciples *said to Him, “If the relationship of the man with his wife is like 
this, it is better not to marry.” 11 But He said to them, “Not all men can accept this 
statement, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who 
were born that way from their mother’s womb; and there are eunuchs who were 
made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs 
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who ts able to accept this, let him accept 
it.” (Matthew 19:1-12 NASB) 


Jesus always appealed to young children- they are instinctively drawn to goodness 
and kindness- and | am certain Jesus radiated these and other attractive an 
affirming qualities: 


(Jesus Blesses Little Children) 


“Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them 
and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, “Let the children 
alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 15 After laying His hands on them, He departed from 
there.” (Matthew 19:13-15 NASB) 


A “rich young ruler” then asked Jesus what he must do to obtain eternal life (eternal 
life with God in heaven!). Jesus instantly saw the young ruler’s spiritual dilemmaz- 
his ultimate priority was not God but his wealth. Jesus’ prescription as simple- 
remove the wealth from your life and follow. The ruler, saddened, left- realizing 
Jesus had been “on target” with His prescription: 


(The Rich Young Ruler) 


“And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall 1 do that | 
may obtain eternal life?” 17 And He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about 
what is good? There is only One who Is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” 18 Then he *said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You 
shall not commit murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You 
shall not bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and mother; and You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man *said to Him, “All these things | have 


kept; what am | still lacking?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go 


(Matthew 


19:16-22 NASB) 


Jesus then illustrated how many things were NOT possible for “us”, but that God- 
infinite in powere- could accomplish the “impossible”: 


God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:23-26 NASB) 


Jesus then tells His disciples that their “reward” will be a permanent one- eternal 
fellowship with Him and the Father in heaven: 


(The Disciples’ Reward) 


“Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what 
then will there be for us?” 28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly | say to you, that you 
who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His 
glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, 

30 But many who are first will be last; and the last, first.” 
(Matthew 19:27-30 NASB) 


Jesus then teaches more about the Kingdom of Heaven- the unexpected, surprising 
and “unintuitive” or counterintuitive nature of this Kingdom. Even those who enter 
“late” will receive a great blessing comparable to those who came earlier into the 
Kingdom. “But wait, that’s not fair!”- we would say. The latecomers, however, will 
miss something important- a longer time of fellowship and growing in Him: 


“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 When he had agreed with the laborers for a 
denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the 
third hour and saw others standing idle in the market place; 4 and to those he said, 
‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ And so they 
went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same 
thing. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing 
around; and he *said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day long?’ 
7 They *said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He *said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 


8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard *said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last group to the first.’ 9 
When those hired about the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 10 
When those hired first came, they thought that they would receive more; but each 
of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they grumbled at the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the 
day.’ 13 But he answered and said to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go, but 
| wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do 
what | wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because | am generous?’ 
16 So the /ast shall be first, and the first last.” (Matthew 20:1-15 NASB) 


Jesus then warns His followers- again- that he is headed for a horrible death at the 
hands of the “good religious folks”- but that He will be resurrected and live again. 
This was not “in the script” of Jesus’ Jewish followers, so they must have ignored His 
words: 


(Death, Resurrection Foretold) 


“As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside by 
themselves, and on the way He said to them, 18 “Behold, 


Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and 
they will condemn Him to death, 19 and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock 
and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.” (Matthew 


20:17-19 NASB) 


Then two of the disciples got their mother to plead with Jesus for a place of honor in 
the coming Kingdom. Jesus answered with a question- “would you be willing to go 
with Me, to “drink the cup” of my coming suffering?” They said that they would. 


Jesus, knowing by prophetic vision what was to come for them, realized they would 
suffer, but knew that the authority to grand “places” in the Kingdom was not His to 
give, but only the Father’s: 


(Preferment Asked) 


“Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down 


and making a request of Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She *said 


to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on 


24 And hearing this, the ten became indignant with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus 
called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. 26 It is not this way 
among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, 
27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; 28 just as the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” (Matthew 20:20-27 NASB) 
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In a very touching scene- Jesus- the very Co-Creator of the Universe- asks a blind 
man “What do you want Me to do for you”? Could you imagine Jesus asking that of 
you (or of me?). he healed them and they followed, perhaps out of gratitude and 
wonder at the amazing healing that had touched their lives: 


(Sight for the Blind) 


“As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him. 30 And two blind men 
sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, “Lord, have mercy 
on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd sternly told them to be quiet, but they cried out 
all the more, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 32 And Jesus stopped and 
called them, and said, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 33 They *said to Him, 
“Lord, we want our eyes to be opened.” 34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched 
their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.” (Matthew 
20:29-34 NASB) 


October 9, 2019 Matthew 20-21 


The pace is quickening...the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry is rapidly approaching. 
The synoptic Gospel writers focus a great deal of attention on this “last week” of 
Jesus on this earth. The memories of this tumultuous, frightening and confusing 
week must have seared each word, each incident into the minds of Jesus’ friends, 
disciples, and other followers. 


Yet Jesus, amazingly, seems unhurried. In the breathless narrative of the Gospel 
writers, we seem a calm and focused Jesus, who took every opportunity to teach 
and further challenge His enemies- the religious “leaders” of the day. 


David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-21/) gives this 


commentary: 

“When they drew near Jerusalem: Jesus knew that the religious leaders were going 
to arrest Him and condemn Him and mock Him and scourge Him and deliver Him to 
the Romans for crucifixion (Matthew 20:19). 


i. If Jesus had not deliberately suppressed the popular enthusiasm over Him and His 
credentials as Messiah - if Jesus had wanted it, this would have happened long ago 
and many times. 


ii. “Jesus could not have chosen a more dramatic moment; it was into a city surging 
with people keyed up with religious expectations that he came.” (Barclay) 


iii. “The applause and the crowds were not manipulated; they would have occurred 
in any case. But the ride on a colt, because it was planned, could only be an acted 
parable, a deliberate act of self-disclosure...Secrecy was being lifted.” (Carson) 


b. You will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her: Jesus would ride upon the younger 
of these animals, the colt. He told the disciples how they would find these animals, 
and instructed them to bring both animals. 


ii. “Mark tells us that the colt had never before been ridden (Mark 11:2), so that it 
would be only prudent to bring its mother as well to reassure it among the noisy 
crowd.” (France) 


iii. “Hath need of them: not for any weariness: he who had travelled on foot from 
Galilee to Bethany, could have gone the other two miles; but that he might enter 
into Jerusalem as was prophesied of him, Zechariah 9:9.” (Poole) 


iv. “What a singular conjunction of words is here, ‘the Lord’ and ‘hath need!’ Jesus, 
without laying aside his sovereignty, had taken a nature full of needs; yet, being in 


need, he was still the Lord and could command his subjects and requisition their 
property.” (Spurgeon) 


i. “It is possible that Matthew presents these verses as having been spoken by 
Jesus.” (Carson) 


d. Your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey: Jesus came to 
Jerusalem in humility, yet with appropriate dignity. Instead of coming on a horse as 
a conquering general, He came on a colt, as was customary for royalty. He came to 
Jerusalem as the Prince of Peace. 


i. “Asses were of old beasts that great persons used to ride on, Judges 10:4; 12:14. 
But after Solomon's time the Jews got a breed of horses; so as only poor people 
rode upon asses, mostly reserved for burdens.” (Poole) 


ii. “Therefore for those with eyes to see, Jesus was not only proclaiming his 
messiahship and his fulfillment of Scripture but showing the kind of peace-loving 
approach he was now making to the city.” (Carson) 


2. (7-11) Jesus receives and encourages adoration as the Messiah. 

They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on 
them. And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes who 
went before and those who followed cried out, saying: 


“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ 
Hosanna in the highest!” 


i. Wiseman says of the spreading out of garments for Jehu in 2 Kings 9:13: “The act 
of spreading out the garment was one of recognition, loyalty and promise of 
support.” (Wiseman) 


ii. “Carrying palm and other branches was emblematical of victory and success. See 
1 Maccabees 13:51; 2 Maccabees 10:7; and Revelation 7:9.” (Clarke) On the twenty- 
third day of the second month, in the year one hundred and seventy-one, the Jews 
entered the citadel with shouts of jubilation, waving of palm branches, the music of 
harps and cymbals and lyres, and the singing of hymns and canticles, because a 
great enemy of Israel had been destroyed. (1 Maccabees 13:51) 


iii. InN one way, this crowd was glorious. “It is a mark of Christ’s presence when the 
church becomes enthusiastic. We sometimes hear complaints about revivals being 
too exciting. Perhaps the censure is deserved, but | would like to see a little of the 
fault. This age does not generally sin in the direction of being too excited 
concerning divine things. We have erred so long on the other side that, perhaps, a 
little excess in the direction of fervor might not be the worst of all calamities; at any 
rate, | would not fear to try it.” (Spurgeon) 


iv. In another way, this crowd was ridiculous - in worldly eyes. “Why, if Pilate 
himself had heard about it he would have said — ‘Ah! There is nothing much to fear 
from that. There is no fear that that man will ever upset Caesar; there is no fear 
that he will ever overturn an army. Where are their swords? There is not a sword 
among them! They have no cries that sound like rebellion; their songs are only 
some religious verses taken out of the Psalms.’ ‘Oh!’ says he, ‘the whole thing is 
contemptible and ridiculous.’” (Spurgeon) 


ii. “‘Hosanna’ transliterates the Hebrew expression that originally was a cry for help: 
‘Save!’... In time it became an invocation of blessing and even an acclamation... 
The people praise God in the highest heavens for sending the Messiah and, if 
‘Hosanna’ retains some of its original force, also cry to him for deliverance.” 
(Carson) 


iii. “Essentially it is a people’s cry for deliverance and for help in the day of their 
trouble; it is an oppressed people’s cry to their saviour and their king.” (Barclay) 


iv. “‘Vox populi, vox Dei’ they used to say; but the saying is false: the voice of the 
people may seem to be the voice of God when they shout ‘Hosanna in the highest’; 
but whose voice is it when they yell out, ‘Crucify him, crucify him’?” (Spurgeon) 


c. When He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved: Jesus also showed that 
He wasn’t afraid of chief priests and Pharisees. He knew they were plotting to kill 
Him, yet He came openly to the city as Messiah. 


i. “When the Magi came looking for the King of Jews, ‘all Jerusalem’ was troubled 
(Matthew 2:3). Now when the king arrives all the city is stirred.” (France) 


ii. “How strange is it that these same people...should, about five days after, change 
their hosannas for, Away with him! Crucify him! Crucify him! How fickle is the 
multitude! Even when they get right, there is but little hope that they will continue 
so long.” (Clarke) 


iv. “Our Lord loves his people to be glad. His tears he kept to himself, as he wept 
over Jerusalem; but the gladness he scattered all around, so that even the boys and 
girls in the streets of Jerusalem made the temple courts to ring with their merry feet 
and gladsome songs.” (Spurgeon) 


Matthew writes: 

“When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to Me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.” 4 This took place 
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 


.’” (Quoting Zechariah 9) 


6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 7 and brought the 
donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most 
of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from 
the trees and spreading them in the road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and 
those who followed, were shouting, 


“Hosanna to the Son of David; 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest!” 


6) 


Cleansing the Temple 
I? 


14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. 15 
But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had 
done, and the children who were shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” they became indignant 16 and said to Him, “Do You hear what these 
children are saying?” And Jesus *said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of 
the mouth of infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise for Yourself’?” 17 
And He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 


The Barren Fig Tree 

18 Now in the morning, when He was returning to the city, He became hungry. 19 
Seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it except 
leaves only; and He *said to it, “No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.” 
And at once the fig tree withered. 


20 Seeing this, the disciples were amazed and asked, “How did the fig tree wither 
all at once?” 21 And Jesus answered and said to them, 


Authority Challenged 
23 When He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to Him while He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these 
things, and who gave You this authority?” 24 


Parable of Two Sons 

28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 

‘Son, go work today in the vineyard.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not’; but afterward 
he regretted it and went. 30 The man came to the second and said the same thing; 
and he answered, ‘I will, sir’; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of 


his father?” They *said, “The first.” Jesus *said to them, “Truly | say to you that the 


Parable of the Landowner 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and 
put a wall around it and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and rented it out 
to vine-growers and went on a journey. 34 When the harvest time approached, he 
sent his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his produce. 35 The vine-growers took 
his slaves and beat one, and killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Again he sent 
another group of slaves larger than the first; and they did the same thing to them. 


37 But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But 
when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39 They took him, and threw him out 
of the vineyard and killed him. 40 Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those vine-growers?” 41 They *said to Him, “He will bring those 
wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers 
who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.” 


42 Jesus *said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, 


‘The stone which the builders rejected, 

This became the chief corner stone; 

This came about from the Lord, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes’? (Quoting Psalm 118) 


43 Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 44 And he who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” 


45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood 
that He was speaking about them. 46 When they sought to seize Him, they feared 
the people, because they considered Him to be a prophet.” (Matthew 21 NASB) 


~~ | Matthew 21:9 


One gets the feeling that this is the moment Jesus has patiently waited for- he is 
publicly accepting worship, teaching and healing, and openly challenging the 
wisdom and authority of those who previously were the ultimate authority in “all 
things spiritual”. Yet the effects of all this openness would amount to a vague 
footnote in history- if that- without the supreme triumph of the Resurrection. Only 
when these events are viewed “post Resurrection” is the glory of Jesus and the 
meaning of His sacrifice understood. 


Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-22/) is again very 
helpful: 


“The parable of the wedding feast. 

1. (1-3) The first invitation is refused. 

And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent out 
his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not 
willing to come.” 


a. Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables: Jesus continued to explain 
to the religious leaders and to the listening crowds the danger of rejecting Him. 


b. A certain king who arranged a marriage for his son: A wedding was (and often is 
today) the most significant social event of a person’s life. The wedding of a prince 
would be a spectacular event, and an invitation would normally be prized. 


i. This parable is similar in many ways to one found in Luke 14:15-24. Yet the 
differences between the two parables are even more evident. “Most preachers will 
use a good story more than once, and in different forms to suit different contexts, 
and there is no improbability in Jesus doing likewise.” (France) 


c. They were not willing to come: It seems strange that those invited refused an 
invitation to a royal wedding. This illustrates the principle that there is no logical 
reason God’s good gifts are refused. 


2. (4-7) The second invitation is refused and the king reacts. 

“Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, | have 
prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. 
Come to the wedding.”’ But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his 
own farm, another to his business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them 
spitefully, and killed them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he 
sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.” 


a. Tell those who are invited, “See, | have prepared”: The king persisted in making 
the invitation as attractive as possible. He really wanted those invited to come. 


i. Barclay says that when a great social event happened in the Jewish culture of that 
day, people were invited but without a set time. On the appropriate day, when the 
host was ready to receive the guests, they sent out messengers to say that all 
things were ready and it was time to come to the feast. 


ii. “So, then, the king in this parable had long ago sent out his invitations; but it was 
not till everything was prepared that the final summons was issued - and insultingly 
refused.” (Barclay) 


iii. All things are ready is the message of the gospel. You don’t come to God’s feast 
and prepare your own meal. He has made it ready for you; you come to receive. 


b. But they made light of it and went their ways: The reaction of those invited made 
no sense, but it does give an accurate description of the reaction of many to the 
gospel. Many made light of it; others go back to their business. 


i. “The rebel seemed to say, ‘Let the King do as he likes with his oxen and his 
fatlings; | am going to look after my farm, or attend to my merchandise.” 
(Spurgeon) 


c. He was furious... and he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers: The king 
rightfully brought judgment upon the offenders. Not only did they reject his 
invitation, but they also murdered his messengers. 


i. This was a prophecy of what would happen to Jerusalem, the city whose religious 
leaders so strongly rejected Jesus and His gospel. 


3. (8-10) The third invitation. 


b. Those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they 
found, both good and bad: When the first and second invitations were so 
dramatically rejected, the third invitation was made more broadly. All were invited, 
whether good or bad. 


i. In this sense, we can Say this is a parable about grace. Those who were invited - 
and who came - were utterly undeserving of the invitation, much less the wedding 
feast itself. 


4. (11-14) The man without a wedding garment. 


a. When the king came to see the guests: The king carefully examined his guests to 
see if they all wore the garments that were customarily offered to those attending a 
wedding feast. 


b. Aman there who did not have on a wedding garment: The man without a robe 
was conspicuous by his difference. He came inappropriately dressed and the king 
noticed. 


i. There is debate among commentators as to if it was customary for a king or 
nobleman to offer his guests a garment to wear at such an occasion. There seems 
to have been some tradition of this among the Greeks, but no evidence of the 
practice in the days of Jesus. 


ii. Quite apart from who supplied the proper garments, the man clearly was out of 
place. “Is it fit to come to such a feast in thy worst? In the leathern coats, in the 
tattered rags and menstruous clouts of wretched old Adam?” (Trapp) 


) 


iv. He was speechless: “He was muzzled or haltered up, that is, he held his peace, 
as though he had had a bridle or a halter in his mouth. This is the import of the 
Greek word here used.” (Trapp) 


c. Cast him into outer darkness: The man who did as he pleased at the wedding 
feast, instead of honoring the king and conforming to his expectations, suffered a 
terrible fate.” 


Matthew writes: 

“Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. 3 And he sent out his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were 
unwilling to come. 4 Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited, “Behold, | have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened 
livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 
But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his 
business, 6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. 7 
But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers 
and set their city on fire. 8 Then he *said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those who were invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main highways, and 
as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.’ 10 Those slaves went out 
into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the 
wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. 


(Tribute to Caesar) 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap Him in what 
He said. 16 And they *sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and 
defer to no one; for You are not partial to any. 17 Tell us then, what do You think? Is 
it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus perceived their malice, 
and said, “Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? 19 Show Me the coin used for 
the poll-tax.” And they brought Him a denarius. 20 And He *said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They *said to Him, “Caesar’s.” Then He *said to 


y 


(Jesus Answers the Sadducees) 

23 On that day some Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to Jesus 
and questioned Him, 24 asking, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If aman dies having no 
children, his brother as next of kin shall marry his wife, and raise up children for his 
brother.’ 25 Now there were seven brothers with us; and the first married and died, 
and having no children left his wife to his brother; 26 so also the second, and the 
third, down to the seventh. 27 Last of all, the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, 
therefore, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had married her.” 


34 But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered themselves together. 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, 
testing Him, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And He 
said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 
The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 


41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question: 
42 “What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?” They *said to Him, “The 
son of David.” 43 He *said to them, “Then how does David in the Spirit call Him 
‘Lord,’ saying, 


44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Until | put Your enemies beneath Your feet”’? 


(Matthew 22 NASB) 


| wish | could have seen the expressions on the faces of the Pharisees- He really 
“shut them up”! 


the God of the dead. 
but of the 


October 10, 2019 Matthew 23-24 


Now is the time for Jesus to speak plainly to those opposing Him, just as He speaks 
to all of us who prefer “form over substance”, “style over content” in our spiritual 
lives. So often we, like the Pharisees are short sighted, deliberately blind, and 
refuse to either hear or take to heart the truth that our Father God is revealing to 
us. We will share the “woes” of the Pharisees if we do not “seek first the Kingdom 
of God” (Matthew 6:33). 


Matthew writes: 


“Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The scribes and the 
Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; 3 therefore all that they 


. 5 But 
they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries 
and lengthen the tassels of their garments. 6 They love the place of honor at 
banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and respectful greetings in the 
market places, and being called Rabbi by men. 8 But do not be called Rabbi; for One 
is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; 
for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 Do not be called leaders; for One is 
your Leader, that is, Christ. 11 But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 
Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be 
exalted. 


For they bind heavy 
burdens and grievous 

to be borne, and lay them 
on men's shoulders; 

but they themselves 

will not move them with 
one,of their fingers. 
Matthew 23:4 


fi / 


Find the Shepherd nie ’ 2 


The woes Jesus describes are consequences of disobedience and pride:: 


(Eight Woes) 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the 
kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you 
allow those who are entering to go in. 14 [Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 


hypocrites, because you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense you make long 
prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation. ] 


gold? 18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, that is nothing, but whoever swears by 
the offering on it, he is obligated.’ 19 You blind men, which is more important, the 
offering, or the altar that sanctifies the offering? 20 Therefore, whoever swears by 
the altar, swears both by the altar and by everything on it. 21 And whoever swears 
by the temple, swears both by the temple and by Him who dwells within it. 22 And 
whoever swears by heaven, swears both by the throne of God and by Him who sits 
upon it. 


25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the 

26 You 
blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of 
it may become clean also. 


27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s 
bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but 


inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 


29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the 


.’ 31 So you testify against yourselves, that you 
are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of the 
guilt of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the 
sentence of hell? 


34 “Therefore, behold, | am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some 
of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 


from the blood of righteous Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple 
and the altar. 36 Truly | say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
(Matthew 23:13-36 NASB) 


Jesus then laments over Jerusalem. | always think of the beautiful song 
“Greenwood” by Peter Paul and Mary when | read this passage (based on Luke’s 
account of Jesus weeping over Jerusalem- Luke 23:31 “For if they do these things in 
a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” KJV): 


“I've seen a thousand people kneel in silence 

And I've seen them face the rifles with their songs 
| always thought that we could end the killing 

But now | live in fear that | was wrong 


The killer and the cynic waltz together 
Their eyes are turned into their skulls 
They do not feel the bullets in the bodies 
They do not hear the dolphins or the gulls 


If we do these things in the greenwood 
What will happen in the dry? (Greenwood by Peter Paul and Mary) 


Jesus Laments over Jerusalem- the city God intended to be the center of His 
blessings to the nations, and now consumed with bitterness, confusion and 
oppression. God’s very people killed the many prophets sent by God to illuminate, 
discipline and correct them- to bring them into “righteousness”: 


(Lament over Jerusalem) 


“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 
How often | wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 38 Behold, your house Is being left 
to you desolate! 39 For | say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’” (Matthew 23:37-39 NASB) 


“Cleanse first the 
inside of the cup, 


so that the outside 
also may be clean.” 
- Matthew 23:26 


The Temple itself, proud and lasting symbol of God’s presence among His people, 
will itself be destroyed. The Romans crushed the rebellion of the Judean people in 
AD 70-73, and literally tore down the Temple walls and desecrated the Holy of 
Holies (http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/jewishtemple.htm) 


Matthew tells us: 


“Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up 
to point out the temple buildings to Him. 2 And He said to them, “Do you not see all 
these things? Truly | say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which 
will not be torn down.” (Matthew 24:1-2 NASB) 


Then the disciples press Jesus for the date of His coming at the “end of the age”. 
Many have speculated, calculated, and prepared themselves for this date, and have 
all been 
disappointed s://e ia.o S ates predicted for apoca ic: 
vents). Most recently, Harold Ce Serer not one but two dates for the end 
of the age and the great judgment. Both May 21 and October 21, 2011 were the 
predicted dates. 


will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for 
those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 7 For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be 
famines and earthquakes. 8 But all these things are merely the beginning of birth 
pangs. 


9 “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by 
all nations because of My name. 10 At that time many will fall away and will betray 
one another and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and will 
mislead many. 12 Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow 
cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 14 This gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come. 


(Perilous Times) 


15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of 
through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 
16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 17 Whoever is on the 
housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his house. 18 Whoever 
is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. 19 But woe to those who are 
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 But pray that your 
flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor 
ever will. 22 Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; 
but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to 
you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe him. 24 For false 
Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to 
mislead, if possible, even the elect. 25 Behold, | have told you in advance. 26 So if 
they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or, ‘Behold, He is in 
the inner rooms,’ do not believe them. 27 For just as the lightning comes from the 
east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 
Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 


(The Glorious Return) 


29 “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 And 
He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 


(Parable of the Fig Tree) 


32 “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near; 33 so, you too, 
when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 34 Truly 1 
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 35 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 


36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father alone. 37 For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the 
days of Noah. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 


drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 
39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will 
the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there will be two men in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 
taken and one will be left. 


(Be Ready for His Coming) 


42 ; 
43 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have 
allowed his house to be broken into. 44 For this reason you also must be ready; for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. 


45 “Who then ts the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his 
household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 


whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly | say to you that he will 
put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, 


‘My master is not coming for a long time,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow slaves 
and eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of that slave will come on a day 
when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, 51 and will 
cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 24:3-51 NASB) 


“But of that day and hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my F alia only.” 


IA-26 


(K] \ ’) 


October 11, 2019 Matthew 25-26 


The climax of the Gospel story is coming. Jesus has a few opportunities to teach His 
closes fiends and the twelve, and then the final chapter unfolds. Jesus still seems 
unhurried. He is focused on what must happen for His work to be completed. Born 
to die- as we all are- but with a different purpose- to die and to live so that the world 
could be redeemed, forgiven and saved! 


Matthew writes of the last parables: 


“Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five 
were prudent. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 


but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. 5 Now while the 
bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 6 But at midnight 
there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the prudent answered, ‘No, 
there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some 
for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going away to make the purchase, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; 
and the door was shut. 11 Later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open up for us.’ 12 


(Parable of the Talents) 


14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and 
entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, 
and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 
16 Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with 
them, and gained five more talents. 17 In the same manner the one who had 
received the two talents gained two more. 18 But he who received the one talent 
went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 


19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves *came and *settled accounts 
with them. 20 The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, | have gained 
five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. 
You were faithful with a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master.’ 


22 “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you 
entrusted two talents to me. See, | have gained two more talents.’ 23 His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, 
/ will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 


24 “And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, | 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where 
you scattered no seed. 25 And ! was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in 
the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 


26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew 
that | reap where | did not sow and gather where | scattered no seed. 27 Then you 
ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival | would have received 
my money back with interest. 28 Therefore take away the talent from him, and give 
it to the one who has the ten talents.’ 


29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; 
but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 


(The Judgment) 


34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 
For | was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me 
something to drink; | was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you 
clothed Me; | was sick, and you visited Me; | was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37 
Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed 
You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see You a 
stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see You Sick, 
or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 


41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into 
the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for | was 
hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to 
drink; 43 | was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not 
clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ 44 Then they themselves 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 Then He will answer 
them, 


”(Matthew 25 NASB) 
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sae tert DID IT TO ME 
MATTHEW 25:37-40 


The arrest, the denials, the scattering of the twelve. The situation could not look 
more dark or foreboding. Yet Jesus is focused, calm and ready to bear the 
unconceivable suffering and humiliation that is His “cup” to bear. We must also 
bear our crosses each day, in memory and imitation of Him. It’s Friday, but 
Sunday’s coming! (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cikenKI920q) 


Matthew writes of the unfolding last days of Jesus on this earth: 


“When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, 2 “You know that 
after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be handed over for 
crucifixion.” 


3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the 
court of the high priest, named Caiaphas; 4 and they plotted together to seize Jesus 
by stealth and kill Him. 5 But they were saying, “Not during the festival, otherwise a 
riot might occur among the people.” 


(The Precious Ointment) 


6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His 
head as He reclined at the table. 8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw 
this, and said, “Why this waste? 9 For this perfume might have been sold for a high 
price and the money given to the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, 
“Why do you bother the woman? For she has done a good deed to Me. 11 For you 
always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me, 12 For when she 
poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare Me for burial. 13 Truly | say 
to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be spoken of in memory of her.” 


(Judas’s Bargain) 


14 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and 
said, “What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out 
thirty pieces of silver to him. 16 From then on he began looking for a good 
opportunity to betray Jesus. 


17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 18 And He said, 
“Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is 
near; |am to keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.”’” 19 The disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. 


(The Last Passover) 


20 Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve 
disciples. 21 As they were eating, He said, “Truly | say to you that one of you will 
betray Me.” 22 Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely 
not I, Lord?” 23 And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is 
the one who will betray Me. 24 The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good 
for that man if he had not been born.” 25 And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, 
“Surely it is not |, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself.” 


(The Lord’s Supper Instituted) 


26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 And when He 
had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from 
now on until that day when | drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 


30 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 


31 Then Jesus *said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is 
written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered.’ 32 But after | have been raised, | will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 But 
Peter said to Him, “Even though all may fall away because of You, | will never fall 
away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly | say to you that this very night, before a rooster 
crows, you will deny Me three times.” 35 Peter *said to Him, “Even if 1 have to die 
with You, | will not deny You.” All the disciples said the same thing too. 


(The Garden of Gethsemane) 


36 Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His 
disciples, “Sit here while | go over there and pray.” 37 And He took with Him Peter 


39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as / will, but as You will.” 
40 And He *came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and *said to Peter, “So, 


2 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot 
pass away unless | drink it, YOURWINBEWdORMe.” 43 Again He came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 And He left them again, and went away and 
prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 45 Then He *came to the 
disciples and *said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is 
at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, 
let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 


Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest 


47 While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up 
accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief 
priests and elders of the people. 48 Now he who was betraying Him gave them a 
sign, saying, “Whomever | kiss, He is the one; seize Him.” 49 


51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, 
and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus *said to 
him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall 
perish by the sword. 53 Or do you think that | cannot appeal to My Father, and He 
will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then will 
the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?” 


(Jesus before Caiaphas) 


57 Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where 
the scribes and the elders were gathered together. 58 But Peter was following Him 
at a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down 
with the officers to see the outcome. 


Xe) 


. And 


the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether 
You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus *said to him, “You have said it 
yourself; nevertheless | tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 


N 


(Peter’s Denials) 


69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him 
and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them 
all, saying, “ldo not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he had gone out to 
the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and *said to those who were there, “This 
man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath, “I do not 
know the man.” 73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Surely 
you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away.” 74 Then he 


began to curse and swear, “I do not know the man!” And immediately a rooster 


(Matthew 


26 NASB) 


but ag you we 


https://shereadstruth.com/2018/01/25/jesus-gives-his-life/ 
October 12, 2019 Matthew 27-28 


The triumph of Jesus’ enemies now seems complete. He is captured, beaten, 
mocked and prepared for crucifixion- the most painful, humiliating and degrading 
way to be executed. How can anything good come from this awful turn of events. 
Yet God allowed this, and the One who was born to die did indeed suffer and die! 
God, who always has (and will have) the “last word”- does so here. Tragedy turns 
to triumph, death and humiliation are transformed to life and victory. 


We also have the indelible mark of God’s glory and gift on us. We too will triumph 
over death and sin- because of the Son! 


Matthew tells us: 


“Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death; 2 and they bound Him, and 
led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor. 


3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he 
felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 
saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to 
us? See to that yourself!” 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple 
sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests 
took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the temple 
treasury, since it is the price of blood.” 7 And they conferred together and with the 
money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason 
that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then that which was 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “And they took the thirty pieces 
of silver, the price of the one whose price had been set by the sons of Israel; 10 and 
they gave them for the Potter’s Field, as the Lord directed me.” 


(Jesus before Pilate) 


11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, 
“Are You the King of the Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 12 And 
while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not answer. 13 
Then Pilate *said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify against 
You?” 14 And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the 
governor was quite amazed. 


15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one 
prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, 
called Barabbas. 17 So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, 
“Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who Is called Christ?” 
18 For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over. 


19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, 
“Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night | suffered greatly in a 
dream because of Him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death. 21 But the governor said to 
them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate *said to them, “Then what shall 1 do with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” They all *said, “Crucify Him!” 23 And he said, “Why, what evil has He 
done?” But they kept shouting all the more, saying, “Crucify Him!” 


24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, “lam 
innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” 25 And all the people said, 
“His blood shall be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas for 
them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 


(Jesus Is Mocked) 


27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 
the whole Roman cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe 
on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, 
and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began 
to beat Him on the head. 31 After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe 
off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. 


Jesus is Mocked 


32 As they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they 
pressed into service to bear His cross. 


(The Crucifixion) 


33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull, 
34 they gave Him wine to drink mixed with gall; and after tasting it, He was 
unwilling to drink. 


35 And when they had crucified Him, they divided up His garments among 
themselves by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they began to keep watch over 
Him there. 37 And above His head they put up the charge against Him which read, 
“THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 


38 At that time two robbers *were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on 
the left. 39 And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads 
40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 
days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In 
the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 
mocking Him and saying, 42 “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 


He trusts in God; let God rescue Him now, if He delights in Him; for He said, ‘lam 
the Son of God.’” 44 The robbers who had been crucified with Him were also 
insulting Him with the same words. 


45 Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour. 46 
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 47 And some 
of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, “This man is 
calling for Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it 
with sour wine and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. 49 But the rest of them 
said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.” 50 And Jesus cried out 
again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 And behold, the veil of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were 
split. 52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 
asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they 
entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now the centurion, and those who 
were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the 
things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God!” 


55 Many women were there looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus 
from Galilee while ministering to Him. 56 Among them was Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 


..and twisting together 
a crown of thorns, 
they put it on his head and 
put a reed in his right hand. 
And kneeling before him, 


they mocked him, saying, 


“HAIL, KING OF THE JEWS!” 


MATTHEW 27:29 
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(Jesus Is Buried) 


57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph 
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his own new 
tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the 
entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the 
other Mary, sitting opposite the grave. 


>) 


(Matthew 27 NASB) 


The gospel ends in triumph...”He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said!” 
(Jesus Is Risen!) 


“Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe 
earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3 And his appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and 
became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for | know 
that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. 


IS RISEN! 


MATTHEW 28:1-15 


fendi. 


}) 0:09 /49:53 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M|3ytNbjZ 


8 And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His 
disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and 
took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus *said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see 
Me.” 


11 Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and 
reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 12 And when they had 
assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money 
to the soldiers, 13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole 
Him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this should come to the governor’s ears, 
we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 15 And they took the money and 
did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, 
and is to this day. 


(The Great Commission) 


16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 
designated. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 
18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. 19 


teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28 NASB) 


... teaching them to 
observe all that 
| have commanded 


: you. And behold, 


to the end of the age. 
MATTHEW 28:20 
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October 13, 2019 Mark 1-3 


Mark’s Gospel is sometimes called the “Gospel of Peter” since Peter is a logical 
source of this book. Mark is considered by scholars to be the first gospel written 
(AD 65-70). According to David Guzik (| 

] /), Mark was written not for the Jews (as was Matthew) but for 
the Romans: 


“MARK 1 - THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL 
A. Introduction: The unique character of the Gospel of Mark. 


1. Revelation 4:7 describes the cherubim around God’s throne as beings with four 
faces: a lion, a calf, a man, and an eagle. By long tradition, the church has 
attributed one of these “faces” to each of the Gospels, according to the character 
and message of the particular Gospel. In the cathedrals of Europe this motif is 
repeated again and again by carvings or paintings of each one of these creatures, 
typically with a book. By tradition, the creature that represents the Gospel of Mark 
is the calf or the ox - a creature of work and service. The Gospel of Mark shows 
Jesus as the Servant of God, as a Workman of God. 


(Robertson) 


2. Strong church tradition says that the Apostle Peter is the main source of Mark’s 
gospel. Some think of Mark as “The Gospel According to Peter.” 


a. One indication of Peter’s influence is that Peter speaks very affectionately of 
Mark, referring to him as Mark my son in 1 Peter 5:13. He also wrote that Mark was 
with him in 1 Peter 5:13. 


i. Mark (who is also called John-Mark in passages like Acts 12:25) was a failure in 
ministry as pictured in the book of Acts with Paul (Acts 15:36-41). His relationship 
with Paul was restored in the end (2 Timothy 4:11). 


ii. Like Mark, Peter also knew what it was like to be a failure in following Jesus after 
having denied Him three times. He too was restored in the end. 


b. Another indication of Peter’s influence is the vivid, eyewitness detail of this 
Gospel. It is “fullest of striking details that apparently came from Peter’s discourses 
which Mark heard, such as green grass (6:39), two thousand hogs (5:13), looking 
round about (3:5,34).” (Robertson) 


c. A third indication of Peter’s influence is that “Peter usually spoke in Aramaic and 
Mark has more Aramaic phrases than the other, like Boanerges (3:17), Talitha cumi 
(5:41), Korban (7:11), Ephphatha (7:34), Abba (14:36).” (Roberston) 


a. Most scholars agree that the Gospel of Mark was the first of the four written, 
though some believe that Matthew was perhaps first. 


i. “One of the clearest results of modern critics study of the Gospels is the early 
date of Mark’s Gospel. Precisely how early is not definitely known, but there are 
leading scholars who hold that A.D. 50 is quite probable.” (Robertson) 


b. Mark was not one of the 12 disciples. Perhaps the only mention of him in the 


c. The early church met at the home of Mark’s mother, Mary, in Jerusalem (Acts 
12:12). 


d. To the hard-working and accomplishment-oriented Romans, Mark wrote a gospel 
that emphasized Jesus as God’s Servant. Because no one cares about the pedigree 
of a servant, the Gospel of Mark has no genealogy of Jesus. 


i. Another indication that Mark wrote his Gospel for the Roman mind is that he uses 
more Latin words than any of the other Gospels. “There are also more Latin phrases 
and idioms like centurio (15:39), quadrans (12:42), flagellare (15:15), speculator 
(6:27), census (12:14), sextarius (7:4), praetorium (15:6), than in the other 
Gospels.” (Robertson) 


ii. When Bible translators go to a people who have never had the Scriptures in their 
own language, they usually begin by translating the Gospel of Mark. Mark is the 
most translated book in the entire world. One reason is that it is the shortest 
Gospel, but the other reason is that this Gospel was written for people unfamiliar 
with first century Judaism. Mark wrote it for the Romans. 


The Wikipedia article (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of Mark) is also helpful: 


“The Gospel According to Mark (Greek: EDayyéAtov Kata Ma&pkov, romanized: 
Euangélion kata Markon) is one of the four canonical gospels and one of the three 
synoptic gospels. It tells of the ministry of Jesus from his baptism by John the Baptist 
to his death and burial and the discovery of the empty tomb - there is no genealogy 
of Jesus or birth narrative, nor, in the original ending at chapter 16, any post- 
resurrection appearances of Jesus. It portrays Jesus as a heroic man of action, an 
exorcist, a healer, and a miracle worker. Jesus is also the Son of God, but he keeps 
his identity secret (the Messianic Secret), concealing it in parables so that even 
most of the disciples fail to understand. All this is in keeping with prophecy, which 
foretold the fate of the messiah as suffering servant. The gospel ends, in its original 
version, with the discovery of the empty tomb, a promise to meet again in Galilee, 
and an unheeded instruction to spread the good news of the resurrection. 


Mark probably dates from AD 66-70.[3] Most scholars reject the tradition which 
ascribes it to John Mark, the companion of the apostle Peter, and regard it (and the 
other gospels) as anonymous, the work of an unknown author working with various 
sources including collections of miracle stories, controversy stories, parables, and a 
passion narrative. 


Mark was traditionally placed second, and sometimes fourth, in the Christian canon, 
as an inferior abridgement of what was regarded as the most important gospel, 
Matthew. The Church has consequently derived its view of Jesus primarily from 
Matthew, secondarily from John, and only distantly from Mark. It was only in the 
19th century that Mark came to be seen as the earliest of the four gospels, and as a 
source used by both Matthew and Luke. The hypothesis of Marcan priority (that 
Mark was written first) continues to be held by the majority of scholars today, and 
there is a new recognition of the author as an artist and theologian using a range of 


‘Make ready the way of the Lord, 
Make His paths straight. ’” 


4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all 

the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, 
confessing their sins. 6 


(The Baptism of Jesus) 


9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Immediately coming up out of the wate 


12 Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. 13 And He 


(Jesus Preaches in Galilee) 


14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching 
the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 


(mmediately He called them; and they left their father 


Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him. 


synagogue and began to teach. 22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was 
23 Just then there 


teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 


Him.” 28 Immediately the news about Him spread everywhere into all the 
surrounding district of Galilee. 


(Crowds Healed) 


29 And immediately after they came out of the synagogue, they came into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law 
was lying sick with a fever; and immediately they *spoke to Jesus about her. 31 And 
He came to her and raised her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever left her, 
and she waited on them. 


32 When evening came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who 


were ill and those who were demon-possessed. 33 And the whole city had gathered 
at the door. 34 And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out 


35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and 


looking for You.” 38 He *said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns 
nearby, so that | may preach there also; for that is what | came for.” 39 And He 
went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the 
demons. 


40 And a leper *came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, 
and saying, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.” 41 Moved with 
compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and *said to him, “lam 
willing; be cleansed.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 43 
And He sternly warned him and immediately sent him away, 44 and He *said to 
him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest and 
.” 45 But 
he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news around, to such 
an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but stayed out in 
unpopulated areas; and they were coming to Him from everywhere.” (Mark 1 
NASB) 


John the Baptists Preaching in the Wilderness 


Mark 2 is an expansion and exploration of the mighty activities of Jesus- the 
Servant. We see the power and constant “motion” of the unofficial Rabbi” who 
spent His time among the people, healing and preaching in a clear voice about the 
Kingdom of God: 


“When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that 
He was at home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer 
room, not even near the door; and He was speaking the word to them. 3 And they 
*came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. 4 Being unable to get to 
Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they had 
dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. 5 And 
Jesus seeing their faith *said to the paralytic, FSOAMVOUFSINSGrevorgiven” 6 But 
some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does 
this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within 
themselves, *said to them, “Why are you reasoning about these things in your 
hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’, or to say, 


‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—He *said to the paralytic, 11 “I 


13 And He went out again by the seashore; and all the people were coming to Him, 
and He was teaching them. 


(Levi (Matthew) Called) 


14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and 
He *said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him. 


15 And it *happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax 
collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many 
of them, and they were following Him. 16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw 
that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to His disciples, 
“Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 And hearing 
this, Jesus *said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but 
those who are sick; | did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 


18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and they *came and *said to 
Him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your 
disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “While the bridegroom is with 
them, the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast, can they? So long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. 


21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise the patch 
pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results. 22 No one puts 
new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is 
lost and the skins as well; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” 


(Question of the Sabbath) 


23 And it happened that He was passing through the grainfields on the Sabbath, 
and His disciples began to make their way along while picking the heads of grain. 
24 The Pharisees were saying to Him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful 
on the Sabbath?” 25 And He *said to them, “Have you never read what David did 
when he was in need and he and his companions became hungry; 26 how he 
entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the 
consecrated bread, which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests, and he 
also gave it to those who were with him?” 27 Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath.” (Mark 2 NASB) 


Jesus redefines everything- even the “family”. He made it clear that those gathered 
together to serve the Living God were the real “family” of all of us: 


(Jesus Heals on the Sabbath) 


“He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was 
withered. 2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so 
that they might accuse Him. 3 He *said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up 
and come forward!” 4 And He *said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm 
on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around 
at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He *said to the man, 
“Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The 
Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against 
Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 
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7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples; and a great multitude from Galilee 
followed; and also from Judea, 8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond 
the Jordan, and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people heard of all 
that He was doing and came to Him. 9 And He told His disciples that a boat should 
stand ready for Him because of the crowd, so that they would not crowd Him; 10 for 
He had healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed 


around Him in order to touch Him. 11 Whenever the unclean spirits saw Him, they 


(The Twelve Are Chosen) 


13 And He *went up on the mountain and *summoned those whom He Himself 
wanted, and they came to Him. 


20 And He *came home, and the crowd *gathered again, to such an extent that 
they could not even eat a meal. 21 When His own people heard of this, they went 
out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, “He has lost His senses.” 22 The 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 23 And He 
called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan 


25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 If 
Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is 
finished! 27 But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property 
unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house. 


A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST 
ITSELF WILLENOT STAND. 
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28 “Truly | say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never 
has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 because they were saying, “He 
has an unclean spirit.” 


31 Then His mother and His brothers *arrived, and standing outside they sent word 
to Him and called Him. 32 A crowd was sitting around Him, and they *said to Him, 
“Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.” 33 Answering 


” (Mark 3 


NASB) 
October 17, 2019 Mark 10-11 


Jesus’ teachings about divorce have always been a painful subject for me. The 
“Scriptural grounds” for divorce are enumerated in Matthew 19:6. In my particular 
case, there was constant and flagrant adultery on the part of my ex-wife. We 
sought counseling, and | honestly tried everything | could think of to save our 
marriage. | was prepared to forgive her and go on as a married couple. However, 


in the end, she chose another, whom she married as soon as the divorce was legally 
final. 


The subject of marriage and divorce has been widely interpreted. One helpful 
reference from Christianity Today 
(https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2016/april/when-does-bible-allow- 
divorce.html) offers this observation: 


“Marriage: A Lifelong Commitment 


Scripture consistently communicates that marriage is a lifelong commitment. Jesus 
described the relationship between husband and wife this way in Matthew 19:6: 
“They are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let 
no one separate” (NIV). Dr. Craig Keener, Professor of Biblical Studies at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, explains how crucial this understanding is, saying, “Jesus 
reminds us that in the beginning God joined man and woman together. ‘One flesh’ 
often refers to one's relatives or kin, so the husband and wife becoming ‘one flesh’ 
should be a family unit no less permanent than our families of origin should be.” 


The article goes on to quote Dr. Andreas Kostenberger, Senior Research Professor of 
New Testament and Biblical Theology at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary: 


“Explicit Divorce Allowances 


The Bible only explicitly allows divorce for two reasons. Kostenberger, who is also 
the President of Biblical Foundations, summarizes: “Jesus proceeded to state one 
exception in which case divorce is permissible: sexual immorality on [the] part of 
one’s spouse, that is, in context, adultery (Matthew 19:9).” Késtenberger clarifies, 
“In such a case, however, divorce is not mandated or even encouraged— 
forgiveness and reconciliation should be extended and pursued if at all possible. But 
divorce is allowed, especially in cases where the sinning spouse persists in an 
adulterous relationship.” 

Kostenberger goes on to note, “Paul adds a second exception, in instances where 
an unbelieving spouse abandons the marriage. This would typically be the case 
when one of the two partners is converted to Christ at some point after marrying 
and the other person refuses to continue in the marriage” (See 1 Corinthians 7).” 


Mark tells us: 
(Jesus’ Teaching about Divorce) 


10 Getting up, He *went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; 
crowds *gathered around Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more 
began to teach them. 


2 Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him 
whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife. 3 And He answered and said to 
them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to 


write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” 5 But Jesus said to them, 


“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from 


10 In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again. 11 And He 


(Mark 10:1-12 NASB) 


*said to them, 


Jesus always had a powerful effect on children- who tend to see one as loving and 
kind without many words being spoken. Just as we as adults are drawn to the love, 
kindness and amazing forgiveness of Jesus, the children of His day were also drawn 
to Him: 


(Jesus Blesses Little Children) 


13 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the 
disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to 


them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of 


16 And He took them in His arms 
and began blessing them, laying His hands on them. (Mark 10:13-16 NASB) 


One of the times | have bee privileged to preach was the occasion that | used this 
Scripture, as well as the parallel ones in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. The 
“rich, young. Ruler” had everything- except a satisfying relationship with God and a 
promise of the abundant life- which the ruler rightly calls “eternal life” 


(The Rich Young Ruler) 


17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, 
and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life 


?” 18 And Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You 
know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, 
Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And 
he said to Him, “Teacher, | have kept all these things from my youth up.” 21 


larrydixon.wordpress.com 


23 And Jesus, looking around, *said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those 


28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly | say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s 
sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with 


persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be 
(Mark 10:1-31 NASB) 


The road ahead would be difficult, and yet the disciples STILL did not see, realize or 
understand the role that Jesus would play in God’s Plan of Salvation. They were 
focused on the “earthly king” who would restore Israel to its former glory and 
power, and they did not understand (or probably wish to understand) how this 
Kingdom would be established. God’s ways and thinking, as He plainly tells us , are 
not our ways! (Isaiah 55:8-9) 


(Jesus’ Sufferings Foretold) 


32 They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of 


35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, *came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, 
we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What 
do you want Me to do for you?” 37 They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on 
Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do 


41 Hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant with James and John. 42 Calling 
them to Himself, Jesus *said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over 
them. 43 But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great 


among you shall be your servant; 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you 


(Mark 10:32-45 NASB) 


(Bartimaeus Receives His Sight) 


46 Then they *came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and 
a large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by 
the road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and 
say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many were sternly telling him to 

be quiet, but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 
And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they *called the blind man, saying 

to him, “Take courage, stand up! He is calling for you.” 50 Throwing aside his cloak, 


he jumped up and came to Jesus. 51 And answering him, Jesus said, “What do you 


Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on the road. (Mark 


10:46-52 NASB) 


Jesus, who had set His face toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51), enters amid cries of 
“Hosanna”, and later the same week hears cries of “Crucify Him”. No wonder the 
Gospel writers focused so intensely on the last week- Holy Week. The plans, hopes 
and desires of the long-suffering and oppressed Jews were finally over- or so they 
thought. This “Son of David” would set things right! He certainly did, but not in the 
way that the people supposed that He would: 


(The Triumphal Entry) 


11 As they *approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, He *sent two of His disciples, 2 and *said to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on 
which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone says to you, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The Lord has need of it’; and immediately he will 
send it back here.” 4 They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside in 
the street; and they *untied it. 5 Some of the bystanders were saying to them, 
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They spoke to them just as Jesus had told 
them, and they gave them permission. 7 They *brought the colt to Jesus and put 
their coats on it; and He sat on it. 8 And many spread their coats in the road, and 
others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields. 9 Those who went 
in front and those who followed were shouting: 


11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after looking around at 
everything, He left for Bethany with the twelve, since it was already late.” (Mark 
11:1-11 NASB) 


Jesus then curses a fig tree. This puzzling act has confused many believers over the 
years....why would the Son of God, seemingly in a pique or fir of anger, curse a poor 
pitiful barely fruitful tree? 


12 On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry. 13 Seeing at a 
distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; 
and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for 
figs. 

were listening. (Mark 11:12-14 NASB) 


Then we see raw, righteous anger. The Temple has been reduced to a place of 
commerce and greed. Jesus quotes the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah (Isaiah 56:7; 


Jeremiah 7:11) as He angrily turns over the tables of the merchants and money 
changers! 


(Jesus Drives Money Changers from the Temple) 


15 Then they *came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to drive 
out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves; 16 and He 
would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple. 17 And He 
began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a robbers’ den.” 18 The chief 
priests and the scribes i@ardithiswandibegan\seeking how towdestroyinlim; for they 
were afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching. 


19 When evening came, they would go out of the city. 


20 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the 
roots up. 21 Being reminded, Peter *said to Him, “Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You 
cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus *answered saying to them, “Have faith in God. 
23 Truly | say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the 
sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to 
happen, it will be granted him. 24 


J] (Mark 11:15-26 NASB) 


"ANd when you 
stand praying if 
you Nold anything 
against anyone, 
forgive them.sc 


that your Father in 
heaven may forgive 
YOU yOur sins.” 
(Mark 11:25) 


The religious leaders try to “trap” Jesus into blasphemy, but Jesus is far too 
insightful and clever to be trapped by these “experts”. | have always enjoyed the 
ways that Jesus “turns the tables” on those who would “test” Him: 


(Jesus’ Authority Questioned) 


27 They *came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests and the scribes and the elders *came to Him, 28 and began saying to Him, 
“By what authority are You doing these things, or who gave You this authority to do 
these things?” 29 And Jesus said to them, “! will ask you one question, and you 
answer Me, and then! will tell you by what authority | do these things. 


what authority | do these things.” (Mark 11:27-33 NASB) 
October 18, 2019 Mark 12, 13 


The time is very short. The King who was “born to die” is teaching in His last few 
days among us. Jesus tells of the judgment that is coming for those who have 
rejected Him. The listeners must have been surprised or even dismayed at His 
strong words- yet He was (and is!) the “cornerstone”: 


(Parable of the Vine-growers) 


12 And He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and put 
a wall around it, and dug a vat under the wine press and built a tower, and rented it 
out to vine-growers and went on a journey. 2 At the harvest time he sent a slave to 


the vine-growers, in order to receive some of the produce of the vineyard from the 
vine-growers. 3 They took him, and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 
Again he sent them another slave, and they wounded him in the head, and treated 
him shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and that one they killed; and so with many 
others, beating some and killing others. 6 He had one more to send, a beloved son; 
he sent him last of all to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those vine- 
growers said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours!’ 8 They took him, and killed him and threw him out of the 
vineyard. 9 What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the 
vine-growers, and will give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not even read this 
Scripture: 


And it is marvelous in our eyes’?” (quoting Psalm 118:22) 


12 And they were seeking to seize Him, and yet they feared the people, for they 
understood that He spoke the parable against them. And so they left Him and went 


(Mark 12:1-12 NASB) 


The “religious leaders seem to never give up trying any way they can devise to trap 
Jesus in His words, or to lower His esteem among the people. They had no idea who 
they were dealing with, since they were so blinded by their own agenda and 
“script”: 


(Jesus Answers the Pharisees, Sadducees and Scribes) 


13 Then they *sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him in order to trap Him 
in a statement. 14 They *came and *said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are 


truthful and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God 
in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not? 15 Shall we pay or shall we 


not pay?” But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are you testing Me? 
Bring Me a denarius to look at.” 16 They brought one. And He *said to them, 
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” And they said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 17 And 
Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” And they were amazed at Him. 


RENDER TO CAESAR MA ( 
THE THINGS AC 
THAT ARE =f 

CaEsar’S fos 
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18 Some Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection) *came to Jesus, and 
began questioning Him, saying, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies and leaves behind a wife and leaves no child, his brother should marry 
the wife and raise up children to his brother. 20 There were seven brothers; and the 
first took a wife, and died leaving no children. 21 The second one married her, and 
died leaving behind no children; and the third likewise; 22 and so all seven left no 
children. Last of all the woman died also. 23 In the resurrection, when they rise 
again, which one’s wife will she be? For all seven had married her.” 24 Jesus said to 
them, “Is this not the reason you are mistaken, that you do not understand the 
Scriptures or the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 But regarding the 
fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the 
passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘1 am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 


~ from the dead, 
__they neither marry, — 


Mare 12: 25 
www. talktotheword.com 


28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had 
answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” 29 
Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; 30 


and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love 


your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 
The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that He is One, and 
there is no one else besides Him; 33 and to love Him with all the heart and with all 
the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as himself, 
is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he 
had answered intelligently, 


You shall 


LOVE 


the LORD your GOD 


with all your 


O/EART 


TRENGTH 


35 And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, “How is it that the scribes 
say that the Christ is the son of David? 36 David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 


‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Until | put Your enemies beneath Your feet.”’ 


37 David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; so in what sense is He his son?” And the large 
crowd enjoyed listening to Him. 


38 In His teaching He was saying: “Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in 
long robes, and like respectful greetings in the market places, 39 and chief seats in 
the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, 40 who devour widows’ houses, 
and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers; these will receive greater 
condemnation.” 


(Mark 12:13-40 NASB) 


How should we give to the Lord? Dave Ramsey, famous for his advice on 
conservative and responsible financial principles, objects to the example here. 
Surely we should not throw ourselves on the mercy of God and give “everything” as 
this widow did. Jesus, though, is again making a point though deliberate 
exaggeration. There is nothing wrong with trusting God for “everything”, but the 
principle is generosity and devotion to the One who gave s everything: Jesus 
teaches: 


The Widow’s Mite 


41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people 
were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large 
sums. 42 

cent. 43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly | say to you, this poor 
widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out 
of their surplus, 


(Mark 12:41-44 NASB) 


Jesus, who was Prophet, Savior, Lord and King, issues a prophesy about the Temple. 
Soon after the Resurrection, the Romans destroyed the very Temple the disciples 
were admiring, and desecrated the Holy of Holies (see 


http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/jewishtemple.htm) 
(Things to Come) 


13 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples *said to Him, “Teacher, 
behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to 
him, 


3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James 
and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these 
things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” 
5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 6 Many will 
come in My name, saying, ‘1 am He!’ and will mislead many. 7 When you hear of 
wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those things must take place; but 


nations. 11 When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand 
about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not 
you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit. 12 Brother will betray brother to death, and 
a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to 


death. 13 You will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to 
the end, he will be saved. 


14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not 
be (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the 
mountains. 15 The one who is on the housetop must not go down, or go in to get 
anything out of his house; 16 and the one who Is in the field must not turn back to 
get his coat. 17 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing 
babies in those days! 18 But pray that it may not happen in the winter. 19 For those 
days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the 
20 Unless the Lord had 
shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect, 
whom He chose, He shortened the days. 21 And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, 
here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; 22 for false Christs 
and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead 
astray, if possible, the elect. 23 


(Mark 13:1-23 NASB) 


Jesus promised that He would return- in triumph and victory. At that time “every 
knee will bow and every tongue confess” that He is Lord (Romans 14:11; Philippians 
2:10-11; Isaiah 45:23) . Jesus describes His return: 


The Return of Christ 


24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the moon 
will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers 
that are in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then He will send forth the angels, and 
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth 
to the farthest end of heaven. 


28 “Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer Is near. 29 Even so, you 
too, when you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the 
door. 30 Truly | say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 


33 “Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will 
come. 34 It is like aman away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and 
putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the 
doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35 Therefore, be on the alert—for you do not know 
when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or 
when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 in case he should come suddenly 


and find you asleep. 37 What | say to you | say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’” 


(Mark 13:24-36 NASB) 


"Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.” 


MARK 13231 


October 9, 2019 Mark -14-16 


The religious leaders were not courageous enough to arrest , try and execute Jesus 
(with Rome’s help) in the daylight- they were low enough to scuttle through the 
dark like cockroaches and capture Jesus at night in the Garden. Jesus, betrayed by 
his “friend” Judas and His true friend Peter, faced his accusers alone. He had 
predicted that His sheep would “scatter” (Zechariah 13:7; Matthew 26:31), and this 
proved to be the case in this tragic sequence of events. 


“Now the Passover and Unleavened Bread were two days away; and the chief 
priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth and kill Him; 2 for 
they were saying, 


3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the 
table, there came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure 
nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head. 4 But some were 
indignantly remarking to one another, “Why has this perfume been wasted? 5 For 
this perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money 
given to the poor.” And they were scolding her. 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why 
do you bother her? She has done a good deed to Me. 7 For you always have the 
poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them; but you do not 
always have Me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed My body 
beforehand for the burial. 9 Truly | say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in 


10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in 


order to betray Him to them. 11 They were glad when they heard this, and 
promised to give him money. And he began seeking how to betray Him at an 
opportune time. 


The Last Passover 


12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was being 
sacrificed, His disciples *said to Him, “Where do You want us to go and prepare for 
You to eat the Passover?” 13 And He *sent two of His disciples and *said to them, 
“Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him; 
14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, 
“Where is My guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ 15 
And he himself will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; prepare for 
us there.” 16 The disciples went out and came to the city, and found it just as He 
had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 


17 When it was evening He *came with the twelve. 18 As they were reclining at the 
table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly | say to you that one of you will betray Me—one 
who is eating with Me.” 19 They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, 
“Surely not 1?” 20 And He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who dips with 

Me in the bowl. 21 For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written of Him; but woe to 


that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that 
man if he had not been born.” 


The Lord’s Supper 


22 While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, 
and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is My body.” 23 And when He had taken 
a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 And He 
25 
Truly | say to you, | will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when 
/ drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 


26 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 


27 And Jesus *said to them, “You will all fall away, because it is written, ‘I will strike 
down the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.’ 28 But after | have been 


raised, | will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 29 But Peter said to Him, “Even though all 
may fall away, yet | will not.” 30 And Jesus *said to him, “Truly | say to you, that this 


(Jesus in Gethsemane) 


32 They *came to a place named Gethsemane; and He *said to His disciples, “Sit 
here until | have prayed.” 33 And He *took with Him Peter and James and John, and 
began to be very distressed and troubled. 34 And He *said to them, “My soul is 
deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep watch.” 35 And He went 
a little beyond them, and fell to the ground and began to pray that if it were 


possible, the hour might pass Him by. 36 And He was saying, “Abba! Father! All 


VOOWMES 37 And He *came and *found them sleeping, and *said to Peter, “Simon, 
are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38 Keep watching and 
praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 39 Again He went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And again 
He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not 
know what to answer Him. 41 And He *came the third time, and *said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? It is enough; the hour has come; behold, the Son of 
Man Is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going; behold, 
the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 


(Betrayal and Arrest) 


43 Immediately while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, *came up 
accompanied by a crowd with swords and clubs, who were from the chief priests 


and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now he who was betraying Him had given them a 
signal, saying, “Whomever | kiss, He is the one; seize Him and lead Him away under 


kissed Him. 46 They laid hands on Him and seized Him. 47 But one of those who 
stood by drew his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
48 And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me, 
as you would against a robber? 49 Every day | was with you in the temple teaching, 
and you did not seize Me; .” 50 And 
they all left Him and fled. 


51 A young man was following Him, wearing nothing but a linen sheet over his 
naked body; and they *seized him. 52 But he pulled free of the linen sheet and 
escaped naked. 


(Jesus before His Accusers) 


53 They led Jesus away to the high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders 
and the scribes *gathered together. 54 Peter had followed Him at a distance, right 
into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the officers and 


warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept 


63 
Tearing his clothes, the high priest *said, “What further need do we have of 
witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?” And they 
all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 65 Some began to spit at Him, and to 
blindfold Him, and to beat Him with their fists, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And 
the officers received Him with slaps in the face. 
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AGAIN THE HIGH PRIEST ASKED HIM, SAYING TO HIM, 
“ARE YOU THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE BLESSED?” 


esus said, | AM. 


AND YOU WILL SEE THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE 
RIGHT HAND OF THE POWER, AND COMING WITH THE 


mieOUDS of HEAVEN. 
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(Peter’s Denials) 


66 As Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest 
*came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and *said, “You 
also were with Jesus the Nazarene.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor 
understand what you are talking about.” And he went out onto the porch. 69 The 
servant-girl saw him, and began once more to say to the bystanders, “This is one of 
them!” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders were again 
saying to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean too.” 71 But he 
began to curse and swear, “I do not know this man you are talking about!” 72 


Some feel Pilate was caught in the drama and tried to do the “right thing” but could 


not (or ultimately would not). (Please see: 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/personal-view/3556458/How-much-blood-is- 


on-Pontius-Pilates-hands.html). Nonetheless, it was at his command and authority 
that Jesus was to be executed by the cruel and humiliating agony of crucifixion. 


(Jesus before Pilate) 


15 Early in the morning the chief priests with the elders and scribes and the whole 
Council, immediately held a consultation; and binding Jesus, they led Him away and 
delivered Him to Pilate. 2 Pilate questioned Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 
And He *answered him, “It is as you say.” 3 The chief priests began to accuse Him 
harshly. 4 Then Pilate questioned Him again, saying, “Do You not answer? See how 
many charges they bring against You!” 5 


6 Now at the feast he used to release for them any one prisoner whom they 
requested. 7 The man named Barabbas had been imprisoned with the 
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the insurrection. 8 The crowd went 
up and began asking him to do as he had been accustomed to do for them. 9 Pilate 
answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 
10 For he was aware that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. 
11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas for 
them instead. 12 Answering again, Pilate said to them, “Then what shall | do with 
Him whom you call the King of the Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify Him!” 14 
But 


(Jesus Is Mocked) 


16 The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they 
*called together the whole Roman cohort. 17 


21 They *pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, Simon of 
Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross. 


(The Crucifixion) 


22 


27 They *crucified two robbers with Him, one on His right and one on His left. 28 
[And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with 


three days, 30 save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 In the same way 
the chief priests also, along with the scribes, were mocking Him among themselves 
and saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. 32 Let this Christ, the King 


of Israel, now come down from the cross, so that we may see and believe!” Those 
who were crucified with Him were also insulting Him. 


33 When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
34 At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 


38 And the veil of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 When the centurion, who was standing right 
in front of Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he said, 


40 There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome. 41 
When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him and minister to Him; and there 
were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem. 


(Jesus Is Buried) 


42 When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, 

the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of 
the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up 
courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate 
wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he questioned 
him as to whether He was already dead. 


The victory that Jesus achieved over sin and death s the central and crowning truth 
of Christianity. In Jesus’ resurrection and His victory over death, we see our own 
victory and the promise of eternal life with our Father God. 


(The Resurrection) 


16 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. 2 Very early 
on the first day of the week, they *came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 3 


8 They went out and fled from the 
tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid. 


9 [Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to 


12 After that, He appeared in a different form to two of them while they were 
walking along on their way to the country. 13 They went away and reported it to the 
others, but they did not believe them either. 


The Disciples Commissioned 


14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the 
table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because 
they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He said 


Mm 
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[And they promptly reported all these instructions to Peter and his companions. And 
after that, Jesus Himself sent out through them from east to west the sacred and 
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. ] 


He said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to all creation.” 


October 20, 2019 Luke 1 


The Wikipedia article (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of Luke) is a good 
introduction to the Gospel of Luke: 


“The Gospel According to Luke (Greek: EvayyéAtov kat& AouKay, romanized: 
Euangélion kata Loukan), also called the Gospel of Luke, or simply Luke, is the third 
of the four canonical Gospels. It tells of the origins, birth, ministry, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. 

Luke is the longest of the four gospels and the longest book in the New Testament; 
together with Acts of the Apostles it makes up a two-volume work from the same 
author, called Luke-Acts. The cornerstone of Luke-Acts' theology is "salvation 
history", the author's understanding that God's purpose is seen in the way he has 
acted, and will continue to act, in history. It divides the history of first-century 
Christianity into three stages, with the gospel making up the first two of these - the 
arrival among men of Jesus the Messiah, from his birth to the beginning of his 
earthly mission in the meeting with John the Baptist followed by his earthly ministry, 
Passion, death, and resurrection (concluding the gospel story per se). The author of 
Luke used the Gospel of Mark as a source for the narrative of Christ's earthly life, 
and likely used a hypothetical sayings collection called the Q source for Jesus’ 


teachings. Luke also contains material found in no other gospels, often referred to 
as the L (for Luke) source. 

Luke-Acts does not name its author. According to Church tradition this was Luke the 
Evangelist, the companion of Paul, but while this view is still occasionally put 
forward the scholarly consensus emphasises the many contradictions between Acts 
and the authentic Pauline letters. The most probable date for its composition is 
around AD 80-110, and there is evidence that it was still being revised well into the 
2nd century.” 

As to the “inconsistencies between the two accounts- Acts and the Pauline letters, 
we see the following description 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical reliability of the Acts of the Apostles 
the historicity of the account in Acts: 

(Passages of disputed historical accuracy) 

Acts 2:41 and 4:4 - Peter's addresses 

Acts 4:4 speaks of Peter addressing an audience, resulting in the number of 
Christian converts rising to 5,000 people. A Professor of the New Testament Robert 
M. Grant says "Luke evidently regarded himself as a historian, but many questions 
can be raised in regard to the reliability of his history [...] His ‘statistics’ are 
impossible; Peter could not have addressed three thousand hearers [e.g. in Acts 
2:41] without a microphone, and since the population of Jerusalem was about 25- 
30,000, Christians cannot have numbered five thousand [e.g. Acts 4:4]."[63] 

Acts 5:33-39: Theudas 

Main article: Theudas § The Theudas problem 

Acts 5:33-39 gives an account of speech by the lst century Pharisee Gamaliel (d. 
~50ad), in which he refers to two first century movements. One of these was led by 
Theudas.[64] Afterwards another was led by Judas the Galilean.[65] Josephus placed 
Judas at the Census of Quirinius of the year 6 and Theudas under the procurator 
Fadus[66] in 44-46. Assuming Acts refers to the same Theudas as Josephus, two 
problems emerge. First, the order of Judas and Theudas is reversed in Acts 5. 
Second, Theudas's movement may come after the time when Gamaliel is speaking. 
It is possible that Theudas in Josephus is not the same one as in Acts, or that it is 
Josephus who has his dates confused.[67] The late 2nd-century writer Origen 
referred to a Theudas active before the birth of Jesus,[68] although it is possible 
that this simply draws on the account in Acts. 


) as to 


Acts 10:1: Roman troops in Caesarea 

Acts 10:1 speaks of a Roman Centurion called Cornelius belonging to the "Italian 
regiment" and stationed in Caesarea. Robert Grant claims that during the reign of 
Herod Agrippa, 41-44, no Roman troops were stationed in his territory.[69] 
Wedderburn likewise finds the narrative "historically suspect",[70] and in view of 
the lack of inscriptional and literary evidence corroborating Acts, historian de Blois 
suggests that the unit either did not exist or was a later unit which the author of 
Acts projected to an earlier time.[71] 

Noting that the ‘Italian regiment’ is generally identified as cohors II Italica civium 
Romanorum, a unit whose presence in Judea is attested no earlier than AD 69,[72] 
historian E Mary Smallwood observes that the events described from Acts 9:32 to 
chapter 11 may not be in chronological order with the rest of the chapter but 
actually take place after Agrippa's death in chapter 12, and that the "Italian 
regiment" may have been introduced to Caesarea as early as AD 44.[73] 
Wedderburn notes this suggestion of chronological re-arrangement, along with the 


suggestion that Cornelius lived in Caesarea away from his unit.[74] Historians such 
as Bond,[75] Speidel,[76] and Saddington,[77] see no difficulty in the record of Acts 
10:1. 

Acts 15: The Council of Jerusalem 

Main article: Council of Jerusalem § Historicity 

The description of the 'Apostolic Council’ in Acts 15, generally considered the same 
event described in Galatians 2,[78] is considered by some scholars to be 
contradictory to the Galatians account.[79] The historicity of Luke's account has 
been challenged,[80][81][82] and was rejected completely by some scholars in the 
mid to late 20th century.[83] However, more recent scholarship inclines towards 
treating the Jerusalem Council and its rulings as a historical event,[84] though this 
is sometimes expressed with caution.[85] 

Acts 15:16-18: James' speech 

In Acts 15:16-18, James, the leader of the Christian Jews in Jerusalem, gives a 
speech where he quotes scriptures from the Greek Septuagint (Amos 9:11-12). 
Some believe this is incongruous with the portrait of James as a Jewish leader who 
would presumably speak Aramaic, not Greek. For instance, Richard Pervo notes: 
"The scriptural citation strongly differs from the MT which has nothing to do with the 
inclusion of gentiles. This is the vital element in the citation and rules out the 
possibility that the historical James (who would not have cited the LXX) utilized the 
passage."[86] 

A possible explanation is that the Septuagint translation better made James's point 
about the inclusion of Gentiles as the people of God.[87] Dr. John Barnett stated 
that "Many of the Jews in Jesus' day used the Septuagint as their Bible".[88] 
Although Aramaic was a major language of the Ancient Near East, by Jesus's day 
Greek had been the lingua franca of the area for 300 years. 

Acts 21:38: The sicarii and the Egyptian 

In Acts 21:38, a Roman asks Paul if he was 'the Egyptian’ who led a band of 'sicarii' 
(literally: 'dagger-men’) into the desert. In both The Jewish Wars[89] and Antiquities 
of the Jews,[90] Josephus talks about Jewish nationalist rebels called sicarii directly 
prior to talking about The Egyptian leading some followers to the Mount of Olives. 
Richard Pervo believes that this demonstrates that Luke used Josephus as a source 
and mistakenly thought that the sicarii were followers of The Egyptian.[91][92] 
Luke’s introduction to his Gospel storyaccount reads like this: 


“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things 

accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from 
the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for 
me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginnin 


.” (Luke 1:1-4 NASB) 


Luke is composing an account for a friend “Theophilus” (lover of God) so that he can 
receive the truth of the coming, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus in 
accurate and complete detail. Tradition states that Luke was a physician, and he 
was a Carefully trained observer and added detail that some of the other Gospel 
writers omitted or missed. He had particular interest in the acts of physical healing 
in the Gospel accounts. 


Luke starts with the account of the birth of John the Baptizer: 


(Birth of John the Baptist Foretold) 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the 
division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. 6 They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly 
in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both advanced in years. 


8 Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in 
the appointed order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priestly office, 
he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the 
whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense 
offering. 11 


in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the 
righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 


18 


23 When the days of his priestly service were ended, he went 
back home. 


24 After these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself in 
seclusion for five months, saying, 25 “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in 
the days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among 
men.” (Luke 1:5-25 NASB) 


Luke then turns his attention to the prophesies connected with Jesus’ birth: 


[AM THE 
LORRI JERVANT 
May itbetome— 


as you have si ld” 
Eg 
& 


Jesus’ Birth Foretold 


according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26-38 NASB) 


will be called the 


SON OF THE MOST HIGH. 


the Lord God will give to him 
fg 
as AE TH RO : 


Luke 1:32 


Mary visits he cousin Elizabeth, and Elizabeth’s unborn baby John jumps with joy at 
the approach of Jesus: 


Mary Visits Elizabeth 

39 Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of 
Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, FieabyVVeapedinher womb) and Elizabeth was 


filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 


oy. 45 And blessed se who bel ”(Luke 1:39-45 NASB) 


The miracle of Jesus’ birth would not be complete without a careful look at the faith 
and trust in God of Mary, Jesus’ mother. She is a shining example of the servant’s 
heart as she praises God for selecting her to be the mother of the Savior: 


The Magnificat 
46 And Mary said: 


53 “He has filled the hungry with good things; 
And sent away the rich empty-handed. 

54 “He has given help to Israel His servant, 

In remembrance of His mercy, 

55 As He spoke to our fathers, 

To Abraham and his descendants forever.” 


56 And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her home. 
(Luke 1:46-56 NASB) 


John, who would be a “stagehand” for the appearance of the Messiah as described 
in the Message translation of Luke , is born. “But John intervened: “I’m baptizing 
you here in the river. 

, will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, changing 
you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your 
lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper place before God; everything false 
he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.” (Luke 3:16-17 Message) 


(John Is Born) 

57 Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. 
58 Her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had displayed His great 
mercy toward her; and they were rejoicing with her. 


God. 65 Fear came on all those living around them; and all these matters were 
being talked about in all the hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them kept them 
in mind, saying, “What then will this child turn out to be?” For the hand of the Lord 
was certainly with him. (Luke 1:57-66 NASB) 


Luke 1 concludes with Zachariah’s prophesy (he must have had a lot to say as he 
considered all this during his silence!): 


(Zacharias’s Prophecy) 
67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 


68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 


70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old— 

71 Salvation from our enemies, 

And from the hand of all who hate us; 

72 To show mercy toward our fathers, 

And to remember His holy covenant, 

73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father, 

74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, 
Might serve Him without fear, 

75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days. 
76 “And you, child, will be called 


77 To give to His people the knowledge of salvation 

By the forgiveness of their sins, 

78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 

With which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, 

79 To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 


. (Luke 1:67-80 NASB) 


John was another pupil in the “University of the Desert” 
(https://samuelwhitefield.com/1144/a-prophet-emerges-in-the-wilderness) 


SAMUELWHITEFIELD: four rane ak Partner 


October 21, 2019 Luke 2-3 


We find the account of the Christmas story, perhaps the most “read” section of the 
Bible, mostly in the King James version of Luke 2. Luke tells the story and sets its 
place in history: 


(Jesus’ Birth in Bethlehem) 

“ Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be 
taken of all the inhabited earth. 2 This was the first census taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3 And everyone was on his way to register for the census, 
each to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, 


to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and family of David, 5 in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged 
to him, and was with child. 6 While they were there, the days were completed for 
her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in 
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 


There have been literally thousands of depictions of the Nativity- mostly including 
the three wise men who appeared a year later. Among all the idealistic, cherubic 
and fanciful images | recently discovered a painting by the American artists Julius 
Geribaldi Melchers , whose painting has been summarized as follows: "Before the 
shepherds come rushing in jabbering about an angel choir, before ANYONE shows 
up with gifts, there's just Mary, exhausted from child birth, and Joseph, 
overwhelmed by the task in front of him, and the baby, the baby that changes 
everything. | love the pomp and fanfare of Christmas (and the chaos of family 
gatherings)- | really do! But, | cherish the quiet moments to stop and gaze at the 
baby. | too am exhausted and overwhelmed, and He still changes everything" 


“In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly 
frightened. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring you 
good news of great joy which will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of 


David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, 


iA 


15 When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began 
saying to one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing 
that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they came ina 
hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had 
been told them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at the things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary treasured all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising 
God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.” (Luke 2:1-20 
NASB) 


What little we know of Jesus’ childhood, apart from the fanciful presentations in the 
“lost gospels” (such as the Gospel of Thomas) is that the child was presented to the 
priest with a sacrifice, and that he grew in “strength and wisdom” (verse 40): 


(Jesus Presented at the Temple) 
21 And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 


22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were 
completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in 
the Law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 


is] 


33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said 
about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, 


Return to Nazareth 
39 When they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 


returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth. 40 


Unlike Matthew’s Gospel, nothing is mentioned of the wise men or of Herod’s plot 
against the male newborns in the city of Nazareth. As a child of about twelve, Jesus 
makes a visit to the Temple in Jerusalem, and decides to “stay a little longer”. Any 
of us who have lost track of children know the pain and anguish of not seeing our 
children or knowing where they are. Are they safe, has something awful happened? 
Yet Jesus was where He said He needed to be- in His Father’s house: 


(Visit to Jerusalem) 
41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 
And when He became twelve, they went up there according to the custom of the 
Feast; 43 and as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His parents were unaware of it, 44 but 
supposed Him to be in the caravan, and went a day’s journey; and they began 
looking for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find 
Him, they returned to Jerusalem looking for Him. 46 Then, after three days they 
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them 
and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were amazed at His 
understanding and His answers. 48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; and 
His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your 
father and I have been anxiously looking for You.” 49 And He said to them, “ 


Jesus’ cousin John has begun a public ministry of baptism and repentance. John 
understood his role- John is the “introduction”, the “opening act” of the real 
performance- the appearance of the One whose shows John is “not fit to untie the 
thong of His sandals” (verse 16): 


(John the Baptist Preaches) 


“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of 
Abilene, 2 in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. 3 And he came into all the district 
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; 4 
as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 


(Quoting Isaiah 40:;3-5) 


7 So he began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear 
fruits in keeping with repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham for our father,’ for | say to you that from these stones God is able to raise 
up children to Abraham. 9 Indeed the axe Is already laid at the root of the trees; so 
every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 


10 And the crowds were questioning him, saying, “Then what shall we do?” 11 And 
he would answer and say to them, “The man who has two tunics is to share with 
him who has none; and he who has food is to do likewise.” 12 And some tax 
collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 
do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than what you have been ordered 
to.” 14 Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, “And what about us, what shall 
we do?” And he said to them, “Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse 
anyone falsely, and be content with your wages.” 


5 


18 So with many other exhortations he preached the gospel to the people. 19 But 
when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 20 
Herod also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison.” (Luke 3:1-20 NASB) 


Jesus is then baptized- not to cleanse Him of sin- for there was none- but out of His 
obedience and understanding of His role, mission and task ahead- to be the Light of 
the World who changes everything! Here we see the Trinity- the Father (His voice), 
the Son (wet from the Jordan) and the Holy Spirit as a dove: 


(Jesus Is Baptized) 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He 
was praying, heaven was opened, 


in You | am well-pleased.” (Luke 3:21-22 NASB) 


Luke’s genealogy of Jesus differs in some details from that of Matthew. One popular 
explanation goes like this: “One common explanation for the divergence is that 
Matthew is recording the actual legal genealogy of Jesus through Joseph, according 
to Jewish custom, whereas Luke, writing for a Gentile audience, gives the actual 
biological genealogy of Jesus through Mary.”( 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_ of Jesus). Naerly endless words have been 
written on this subject, with views varying from bothe genealogies being an 
“invention” to the detailed explanation of apparent inconsistenceis. There is evena 
helpful You Tube video on Matthew's genealogy 


(https://overviewbible.com/matthew-genealogy-jesus/) 


(Genealogy of Jesus) 
23 When He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty years of age, being, 
the son of Eli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of 
Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of 
Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Hesli, the son of Naggai, 
26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the 
son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son 
of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, 
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son 
of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, 
the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son 
of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of 
Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 
the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the 
son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 
the son of Peleg, the son of Heber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son 
of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of 
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of 
Cainan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.” 
(Luke 3:23-38 NASB) 


Luke's genealogy of Jesus, from the Book of Kells, transcribed by Celtic monks 


October 22, 2019 Luke 4-5 


There were two key opportunities for Jesus to depart from His "mission statement" 
from the Father. One was at the very beginning of His ministry. Jesus had fasted, 
prayed and asked earnestly of the Father what the Plan was for the salvation of the 
world. We do not have much insight into the formation of the mission in its final 
clarity, but Jesus must have struggled to fully understand the Mission. As certainly 
as God calls each of us and gives us our daily (or lifetime!) tasks, there is an 
inevitable period of testing. Was the lesson learned? Was the mission statement 
clear? Are we (as Jesus was!) fully and totally committed to follow His plan and His 
will? 


Satan tempted Jesus, offering "a ministry of bread and magic" (verse 4)- sure to 
attract the people, a "traveling miracle show" (verses 9-10) where Jesus could show 
off His power over the laws of the physical universe, or more subtly- and "earthly 
kingdom" (verse 5)- exactly what Jesus knew His people wished and dreamed for. 
He chose none of these, quoting Scripture to support each (correct!) decision. We 
must be extraordinarily careful when pitting ourselves against our Enemy and 


Tempter- he knows the Scriptures, believes them fully, but is not saved or 
transformed by them. Mostly the Enemy does not have to lift a finger to turn us 
away from God's plans for us- our own natural (and original) sin does all the work 
and we simply drift or turn away from God out of our natural sin and selfishness! 


Jesus was tempted: 


(The Temptation of Jesus) 


A 


. And He ate 
nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry. 3 And 
the devil said to Him, 


wm 


13 When the devil had finished every temptation, HEVefhinwinulantopportune 


. (Luke 4:1-13 
NASB) 


https://amdg.eu/2014/01/jesus-and-temptation-in-luke-4/ 


Jesus then takes the opportunity of reading the Scripture- most likely a scroll- and 
announcing the beginning of His ministry. Jesus boldly claims that the Spirit of the 
Lord is upon Him! He also confronts the unbelief and rejection of His very “home 
town” people by citing the example of the healing of Namaan the Syrian. The rage 
was so complete that they took Jesus t the “brow of a hill” (verse 29) to throw Him 
off of it, but he calmly walked through the angry crowd unscathed! Even when he 
miraculously healed the people challenged His authority!: 


(Jesus’ Public Ministry) 

14 And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him 
spread through all the surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their 
synagogues and was praised by all. 


16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His 
custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And 
the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and 
found the place where it was written, 


18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. 


Luke 4:18 


© Jhe Spitit of the Pord is upon meo 


because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives & recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed 


22 And all were speaking 
well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling from His lips; 
and they were saying, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” 23 And He said to them, “No doubt 
you will quote this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we heard was 
done at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’” 24 And He said, “Truly | 
say to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown. 25 But I say to you in truth, 
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for 
three years and six months, when a great famine came over all the land; 26 and yet 
Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 
woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of 
Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 
28 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these 
things; 


31 And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and He was teaching them 
on the Sabbath; 32 and they were amazed at His teaching, for His message was 
with authority. 33 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by the spirit of an 
unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Let us alone! What business 
do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? | 
know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
quiet and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in the 
midst of the people, he came out of him without doing him any harm. 36 And 
amazement came upon them all, and they began talking with one another saying, 
“What Is this message? 


37 And the report about Him was spreading into every 
locality in the surrounding district. (Luke 4:14-37 NASB) 


Jesus continued to travel about the land, healing and preaching as He went. 


(Many Are Healed) 
38 Then He got up and left the synagogue, and entered Simon’s home. Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Him to help her. 39 


40 While the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various 
diseases brought them to Him; and laying His hands on each one of them, He was 
healing them. 41 Demons also were coming out of many, shouting, “You are the 
Son of God!” But rebuking them, He would not allow them to speak, because they 
knew Him to be the Christ. 


42 When day came, Jesus left and went to a secluded place; and the crowds were 
searching for Him, and came to Him and tried to keep Him from going away from 
them. 43 


44 So He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. (Luke 4:38-44 NASB) 


Jesus called a few men to travel with Him, to become disciples, and to share in His 
ministry. Jesus was directed by the Father to select those who would be able to 
carry on the public ministry when He left them after the Resurrection. Many had 
heard of Him already before their call, but to a person they left and followed Him 
immediately!: 


(The First Disciples) 

5 Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to 
the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and He saw two 
boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and 
were washing their nets. 3 And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, 
and asked him to put out a Iittle way from the land. And He sat down and began 
teaching the people from the boat. 4 When He had finished speaking, He said to 
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon 
answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but / will 
do as You say and let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they enclosed a 


great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; 7 so they signaled to their 
partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and 
filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw 
that, he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for! am a sinful 
man!” 9 For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the 
catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear, 
from now on you will be catching men.” 11 When they had brought their boats to 
land, they left everything and followed Him. (Luke 5:1-11 NASB) 


"No, I'M NOT TALKING ABOUT TWITTER. | LITERALLY WANT YOU TO 
FOLLOW ME" = JESUS 


Leprosy was a particularly disfiguring and repugnant disease. It still exists in todays 
world under the less threating name of Hansen’s Disease 
(https://www.cdc.gov/leprosy/index.html). In thise times, the infected person was 
required to live away from the uninfected population, in a sort of imposed self-exile. 
It took courage to approach or even touch one with this disease. Jesus, however, 
since He was one with God, understood the limited infectious nature of this disease 
and was willing to touch, and heal, and bear witness to the unimaginable healing 
and love of the Father: 


(The Leper and the Paralytic) 

12 While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; 
and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You 
are willing, You can make me clean.” 13 And He stretched out His hand and touched 
him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 


And He ordered him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and 
make an offering for your cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a testimony to 
them.” 15 But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds 
were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus 
Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. 


17 One day He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the 
law sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from 
Jerusalem, and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. 18 
And some men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed; and they were 
trying to bring him in and to set him down in front of Him. 19 But not finding any 
way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him 
down through the tiles with his stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in front of 
Jesus. 20 Seeing their faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 The 
scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” 22 But Jesus, aware of their 
reasonings, answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 23 
Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins have been forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? 24 But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins,”—He said to the paralytic—“I say to you, get up, and pick up your 
stretcher and go home.” 25 Immediately he got up before them, and picked up 
what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying God. 


“We have seen remarkable things today.” (Luke 5:12-26 NASB) 


Of all the people to call to discipleship, Jesus called a tax collected, a Levite, to 
follow Him: 


(Call of Levi (Matthew) 


| 
N 


29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd 
of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. 30 The 
Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you 
eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered and said 
to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are Sick. 
32 | have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 


33 And they said to Him, “The disciples of John often fast and offer prayers, the 
disciples of the Pharisees also do the same, but Yours eat and drink.” 34 And Jesus 
said to them, “You cannot make the attendants of the bridegroom fast while the 
bridegroom is with them, can you? 35 But the days will come; and when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will fast in those days.” 36 


no one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says, ‘The old is good 
enough. ’” (Luke 5:27-39 NASB) 
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Is the Sabbath made for mankind- as a gift or a memorial? Or is the Sabbath the 
ruling concept whose every precept we must obey slavishly- even making up more 
and more restrictive interpretations as time goes on? The “religious leaders” did 
the latter, and were deeply offended when Jesus and His followers “harvested” grain 
on the Sabbath- an act designated as “work”. Jesus reminded the “leaders” that 
David and his men had done likewise, but then provided them a real i9nsisht into 
the Sabbath, and by implication, into the Law itself. The Law was given so that we 
would not sin against God, but had been twisted, turned and interpreted in sucha 
way that the original purpose of most of the Law had been hopelessly lost- 
entangled in man-made rules and regulations! 


(Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath) 


“Now it happened that He was passing through some grainfields on a Sabbath; and 
His disciples were picking the heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands, and 
eating the grain. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why do you do what is not 
lawful on the Sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answering them said, “Have you not even read 
what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him, 4 how he 
entered the house of God, and took and ate the consecrated bread which is not 
lawful for any to eat except the priests alone, and gave it to his companions?” 5 And 


He was saying to them, “TheSon\of Manis Lord/of the Sabbath” 


6 On another Sabbath He entered the synagogue and was teaching; and there was 
a man there whose right hand was withered. 7 The scribes and the Pharisees were 
watching Him closely to see if He healed on the Sabbath, so that they might find 
reason to accuse Him. 8 But He knew what they were thinking, and He said to the 
man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!” And he got up and came 
forward. 9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm 
on the Sabbath, to save a life or to destroy it?” 10 After looking around at them all, 
He said to him, “Stretch out your hand!” And he did so; and his hand was restored. 
11 But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed together what they 
might do to Jesus”. (Luke 6:1-11 NASB) 


cZ 


Jesus’ plan was to carefully select persons who were willing to follow Him, to learn 
from Him and be disciples by Him, so that when He departed the church (the bride 
of Christ) could continue. This was plan “A”. There was no plan “B”. To quote from 
gape-churches.org: “The God of “center stage” has come to save His people, and 
that was Plan A! The good news is that there is no plan B. Therefore, He continues 
to save! This is the God of Moses, and this is our God too whom we know through 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, sing a new song...really sing! Sing to the Lord and praise His 
name. Proclaim His salvation! Yes, the salvation that has rescued you and brought 
you into the wonder and blessing of God’s great love. Proclaim that today in your 
homes, in your workplaces, with your friends, with your families, and in your 
communities. Sing it, shout it, talk about it, demonstrate it in love. Let His glory fill 
your life today. For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise.”( http://www.agape- 
churches.org/missioncontrol/?cat=21) 


This was God’s plan “A”: 
(Choosing the Twelve) 


“It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the 
whole night in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, He called His disciples to Him 
and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles: 14 Simon, whom He 
also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James and John; and Philip and 
Bartholomew; 15 and Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
who was Called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who 
became a traitor. 


17 Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place; and there was a large 
crowd of His disciples, and a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem 
and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear Him and to be 
healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were 
being cured. 19 And all the people were trying to touch Him, for power was coming 
from Him and healing them all.” (Luke 6:12-19 NASB) 


Then Jesus delivers a sermon that appears elsewhere in the Gospels - in Matthew- 
as the “Sermon on the Mount”. Some critics have pointed to Luke’s description as a 
discrepancy in Scripture- since Luke 6:17 states clearly that Jesus came down with 
them and stood in a level place “a Plain” to give a shortened version of the Sermon 
in Matthew 5, where Jesus is described as presenting His sermon “ona 


mountainside” (Matthew 5:1). It seems clear to me that this same sermon- a 
shorter or longer version to fit the occasion- may have been delivered numerous 
times- not just these two. Many famous preachers of this day do the same. It 
should not disturb or surprise us that Jesus followed this same pattern: 


The Beatitudes) 


=~ 


28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 Whoever hits 
you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do 
not withhold your shirt from him either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and 
whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back. 31 Treat others the 
same way you want them to treat you. 32 If you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good 
to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. 35 
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is 
kind to ungrateful and evil men. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
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39 And He also spoke a parable to them: “A blind man cannot guide a blind man, 
can he? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 A pupil is not above his teacher; but 
everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher. 41 Why do you 
look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that Is in 
your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the 
speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own 
eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 43 For there is no good 


tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces 
good fruit. 44 For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs 
from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. 45 The good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil 
treasure brings forth what Is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his 
heart.” (Luke 6:20-45 NASB) 


“Sermon on the Plain” Cosimo Rosselli 1439-1507 (https://wp- 
media.patheos.com/blogs/sites/250/2013/02/cosimo-rosselli-sermon.jpg) 


The Jesus had some hard words for those who followed him “on the bandwagon” or 
perhaps to gain His favor, become healed, or even fed by this traveling preacher 
and miracle worker. Only those who truly devoted themselves to Jesus- put Him 
first- were worthy: 


(Builders and Foundations) 


“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 Everyone who 
comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, | will show you whom he Is like: 
48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the 
rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not 
shake it, because it had been well built. 49 But the one who has heard and has not 
acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any 


foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the 
ruin of that house was great.” (Luke 6:46-49 NASB) 


Jesus frequently healed, and not just His own people the Jews. He healed a 
Syrophoenician woman, as well as a servant of a Roman centurion, who we would 
assume to be a Gentile: 


(Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant) 


“When He had completed all His discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to 
Capernaum. 


2 And a centurion’s slave, who was highly regarded by him, was sick and about to 
die. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders asking Him to come 
and save the life of his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they earnestly implored 
Him, saying, “He is worthy for You to grant this to him; 5 for he loves our nation and 
it was he who built us our synagogue.” 6 Now Jesus started on His way with them; 
and when He was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, 


was following Him, “I say to you, not even in Israel have | found such great faith.” 


10 When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in 
good health. 


11 Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going along 
with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. 12 Now as He approached the gate of the 
city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, 
He felt compassion for her, and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 And He came up and 


— 


Luke 7:1-17 NASB) 


John the Baptizer, Jesus’ cousin, sent some of his followers to see if Jesus was the 
“real deal”- the promised Messiah. Jesus’ answer was essentially- “see for yourself 
what is being done, and draw your own conclusions.” Jesus’ credentials were many, 
and John Himself had witnessed that baptism of Jesus in the Jordan where some 
(John also?) heard the words “This is my Son...” (Matthew 3:17) 


— 


A Deputation from John) 


“The disciples of John reported to him about all these things. 19 Summoning two of 
his disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the Expected One, or do 
we look for someone else?” 20 When the men came to Him, they said, “John the 
Baptist has sent us to You, to ask, ‘Are You the Expected One, or do we look for 
someone else?’” 21 At that very time He cured many people of diseases and 
afflictions and evil spirits; and He gave sight to many who were blind. 22 And He 
answered and said to them, 


24 When the messengers of John had left, He began to speak to the crowds about 
John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
25 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who are 
splendidly clothed and live in luxury are found in royal palaces! 26 But what did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. 27 
This is the one about whom it is written, 


‘Behold, | send My messenger ahead of You, 


Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 


29 When all the people 
and the tax collectors heard this, they acknowledged God's justice, having been 
baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected 
God’s purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John.” (Luke 7:18-30 
NASB) 


Jesus then began to describe the “unbelieving generation” that He saw around Him 
everywhere: 


36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 And there was a woman in the 
city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in 
the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing 
behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept 
wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with 
the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to 


himself, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person 
this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.” (Luke 7:31-39 NASB) 


Jesus then told a parable about two debtors, trying to probe the judgmental attitude 
of the “good religious folks” against the woman who showed her sincere and 
passionate adoration for Jesus. Had He healed her...? Did she hope that by 
attending to Jesus He might forgive her of the sin she was honest enough to “own”? 
We don’t know the specifics, but we do know the results. Jesus did forgive her, 
much to the dismay and outrage of those witnessing this forgiveness. Why, only 
God can forgive sin...who does this Jesus think He is? 


(Parable of Two Debtors) 


“And Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to say to you.” And he replied, 


“Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they were unable to repay, he graciously 
forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and 
said, “l suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have 
judged correctly.” 44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? | entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet 
My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave Me no kiss; but 
she, since the time | came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46 You did not anoint 
My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47 For this reason | say to 
you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who 


is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins have been 


woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (Luke 7:40-50 NASB) 


https://ainvaresart.com/collections/prophetic/products/art-print-repentance-and- 
mercy-luke-7-36-38 
October 24, 2019 Luke 8-9 


Jesus’ attitude towards women was strikingly different than that of most persons of 
that age. He saw them as co-created equals in God’s sight, and incorporated them 
into his circles of discipleship. The Enduring Word commentary 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/luke-8/) gives useful background and 
insight into this: 


“LUKE 8 - THE IMPORTANCE AND POWER OF JESUS’ WORD 

A. The parable of the soils. 

1. (1-3) Women who ministered to Jesus. 

Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, 
preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were 
with Him, and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities; 
Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, and Joanna the wife 
of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who provided for Him 
from their substance. 


a. He went through every city and village: This is often thought to be the second 
tour of Jesus through the region of Galilee (the first being described in Luke 4:42- 


44). Jesus probably went to the same cities and villages more than once in His 
itinerant preaching work. 


i. On this second tour, the twelve were with Him. When He started the first tour of 
Galilee, the twelve disciples had not yet been formally chosen. 


b. Preaching and bringing glad tidings: This broadly described the theme of Jesus’ 
preaching. He brought good news to the people, news that God’s Messiah and King 
was present with them, announcing His kingdom. 


c. And certain women: Luke specifically mentioned certain women who followed 
Jesus, because this was unusual. Jesus had a different attitude towards women than 
the religious leaders and teachers of that day. 


i. “The rabbis refused to teach women and generally assigned them a very inferior 
place.” (Morris) It’s interesting to note that in the four Gospels, all of Jesus’ enemies 
were men. 


ii. One of these women was Mary called Magdalene. This Mary had been demon 
possessed until Jesus freed her. Many also assume that she was given over to 
immorality, but this isn’t said by the Biblical text. “The Christian imagination has 
made free with Mary Magdalene, mostly seeing her as a beautiful woman whom 
Jesus had saved from an immoral life. There is nothing whatever in the sources to 
indicate this.” (Morris) 


iii. Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward: “Herod’s epitropos. A king had many 
prerequisites and much private property; his epitropos was the official that looked 
after the king’s financial interests... There could be no more trusted and important 
official.” (Barclay) 


iv. “It is an amazing thing to find Mary Magdalene, with the dark past, and Joanna, 
the lady of the court, in the one company.” (Barclay) 


v. Mary and Joanna were among the first witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection (Luke 
24:10). 


d. And many others who provided for Him from their substance: We see the true 
humble nature of Jesus, who willingly made Himself dependent upon others. He 
didn’t have to; He could have just created all the money or food He needed. Jesus 
was humble enough and godly enough to receive from others. 


i. Many of us are too proud to receive help from others. Sometimes the ability to 
humbly receive is a better measure of Jesus in our life than the ability to give. 
Giving sometimes puts us in a higher place but receiving may put us in a lower 
place. 


ii. “The term used of the women’s support of Jesus’ mission is diakonia, probably 
because it anticipated the office of deacon, especially the deaconess, created in the 
early church.” (Pate) 


Luke writes: 

(Ministering Women) 
“ Soon afterwards, He began going around from one city and village to another, 
proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God. The twelve were with Him, 2 


, and many others who were 
(Luke 8:1-3 NASB) 


Jesus, who communicated, taught and preached in a way unmatched by anyone 
before or after, often used parables to illustrate important teachings about the 
Kingdom of God. He would often use a word picture drawn from the ordinary life of 
His listeners, and show them in an unmistakable and vivid way the nature and 
qualities of Kingdom living. He did so on this occasion: 


(Parable of the Sower) 

4 When a large crowd was coming together, and those from the various cities were 
journeying to Him, He spoke by way of a parable: 5 “The sower went out to sow his 
seed; and as he sowed, some fell beside the road, and it was trampled under foot 
and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it 
grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among the 
thorns; and the thorns grew up with it and choked it out. 8 Other seed fell into the 
good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great.” As He said 
these things, He would call out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 


9 His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable meant. 10 And He 
said, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but 
to the rest it is in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may 
not understand. 


(Parable of the Lamp) 
16 


19 And His mother and brothers came to Him, and they were unable to get to Him 
because of the crowd. 20 And it was reported to Him, “Your mother and Your 
brothers are standing outside, wishing to see You.” 21 But He answered and said to 
the 


Very reminiscent of James (1:22-25) “But be doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 
he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at 
himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who 
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 
forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” (ESV) 


Se Wabi 
Si) ese 


medium.com/congre doers-of-the-word-not-hearers-only-james- 
1-22-25-c326fe393bc0 


Some of the “street credentials” Jesus presented to those who might follow Him 
were the miracles- miracles of healing and miracles showing power over the created 
universe. Jesus knew that those who followed only to see a “:traveling miracle 
show” were not truly committed to Him, and would fall away if the miracles ceased 
o=r troubles arose, but these were there to assure those who believed of the 
truthfulness of the One who performed them, and His unmatched place in the line of 
prophets, teachers and leaders. 


Jesus used these miracles to highlight God’s glory, and not draw attention to 
Himself, but to undeline His authority and His intimate nature of “God-ness”: 
(lesus Stills the Sea) 


22 Now on one of those days Jesus and His disciples got into a boat, and He said to 
them, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they launched out. 23 But as 
they were sailing along He fell asleep; and a fierce gale of wind descended on the 
lake, and they began to be swamped and to be in danger. 24 They came to Jesus 


and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And He got up and 


(The Demoniac Cured) 

26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which Is opposite Galilee. 27 
And when He came out onto the land, He was met by a man from the city who was 
possessed with demons; and who had not put on any clothing for a long time, and 
was not living in a house, but in the tombs. 28 Seeing Jesus, he cried out and fell 
before Him, and said in a loud voice, “What business do we have with each other, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg You, do not torment me.” 29 For He had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had seized him many 
times; and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under guard, and yet 
he would break his bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert. 30 And Jesus 
asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had 
entered him. 31 They were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the 
abyss. 


32 Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the 
demons implored Him to permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them 
permission. 33 And the demons came out of the man and entered the swine; and 
the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 


34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran away and reported it in 
the city and out in the country. 35 


.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole 
city what great things Jesus had done for him. 


(Miracles of Healing) 


But as He went, the crowds were pressing against Him. 


43 And a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be healed 
by anyone, 44 came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak, and 
immediately her hemorrhage stopped. 45 And Jesus said, “Who is the one who 
touched Me?” And while they were all denying it, Peter said, “Master, the people are 
crowding and pressing in on You.” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone did touch Me, for | 
was aware that power had gone out of Me.” 47 When the woman saw that she had 
not escaped notice, she came trembling and fell down before Him, and declared in 
the presence of all the people the reason why she had touched Him, and how she 
had been immediately healed. 48 And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace.” 


49 While He was still speaking, someone *came from the house of the synagogue 
official, saying, “Your daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.” 50 
But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, “Do not be afraid any longer; only 
believe, and she will be made well.” 51 When He came to the house, He did not 
allow anyone to enter with Him, except Peter and John and James, and the girl’s 
father and mother. 52 Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; but He 
said, “Stop weeping, for she has not died, but is asleep.” 53 And they began 
laughing at Him, knowing that she had died. 54 He, however, took her by the hand 
and called, saying, “Child, arise!” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up 
immediately; and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat. 56 Her 
parents were amazed; 

(Luke 8:22-56 NASB) 


Jesus had a pattern for discipleship. Gather persons that are motivated (or can be 
motivated), love God, and have a desire to serve Him in a way that transforms the 
world. Jesus pursued such a blueprint, and when He had taught, loved, served as 
an example for, and empowered them enough- he sent them out to “the world” to 
do what he had done- teach, preach, and challenge others to also become disciples 
and change the world- one heart at a time, one life at a time, one obedient act at a 
time. 


This was how discipleship was modeled, and this is how discipleship works: 


(Ministry of the Twelve) 

9 And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all 
the demons and to heal diseases. 2 And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom 
of God and to perform healing. 3 And He said to them, “Take nothing for your 
journey, neither a staff, nor a bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not even have two 
tunics apiece. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that city. 5 
And as for those who do not receive you, as you go out from that city, shake the 
dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 6 Departing, they began going 
throughout the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 


7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was happening; and he was greatly 
perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead, 8 and by 
some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the prophets of old had 
risen again. 9 Herod said, “| myself had John beheaded; but who is this man about 
whom | hear such things?” And he kept trying to see Him. 


10 When the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had 
done. Taking them with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called Bethsaida. 11 
But the crowds were aware of this and followed Him; and welcoming them, He 
began speaking to them about the kingdom of God and curing those who had need 
of healing.” (Luke 9:1-11 NASB) 


Jesus continued to perform great miracles of authority over the physical created 
world, as well as miracles of new (or renewed) faith in God the Father: 


(Five Thousand Fed) 
12 Now the day was ending, and the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the crowd 
away, that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside and find 

lodging and get something to eat; for here we are in a desolate place.” 13 But He 


The question that Jesus asked his disciples was not a “public opinion poll”. | am 
certain Jesus cared to some degree what the “people” saw Him as- a prophet, a 
teacher, a miracle worker, a preacher with rare authenticity and authority. His real 
question, though, seems to be what the “inner circle” understood about Him. Only 
as they began to grasp that He was who he said he was would the miracle of the 
birth of the church take place: 


“And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and 
He questioned them, saying, 


20 And He said to them, 


ster many tins and be eject elders and che pists an srs ond 


23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24 For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will 
save it. 25 For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or 
forfeits himself? 26 


(Luke 9:12-27 


Then Jesus gave them a brief glimpse into the overwhelming majesty and glory of 
God- the glory that the Old Testament prophets and teachers somehow realized was 
the extreme power in all the universe, and that one could hardly “look at God” and 
live! (But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 
Exodus 33:20 NIV) (God speaking to Moses) 


What amazing light and glory was there to behold by the inner circle of disciples- 
Peter, James and John: 


(The Transfiguration) 
28 Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, 


and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 


they entered the cow 35 Then 2 36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was 


found alone. And they kept silent, and reported to no one in those days any of the 
things which they had seen. 


oved \ 


Hear Him; 
ear Timm” 


Luke 9:35 
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37 On the next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met 
Him. 38 And a man from the crowd shouted, saying, “Teacher, | beg You to look at 
my son, for he is my only boy, 39 and a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams, 
and it throws him into a convulsion with foaming at the mouth; and only with 
difficulty does it leave him, mauling him as it leaves. 40 | begged Your disciples to 
cast it out, and they could not.” 41 And Jesus answered and said, 


But while everyone was marveling at all that He was doing, He said to His disciples, 
44 “Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men.” 


.” (Luke 9:28-45 NASB) 


How do we usually define “greatness”? The conventional answer is fame, wealth, 
power or influence on history. Jesus saw and taught greatness in a radically 
different way- the “last shall be first, and the first shall be last” (Mark 9:35 Matthew 
20:16)- a total reversal of the “order of things”! 


(The Test of Greatness) 


49 John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your 
name; and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow along with us.” 50 
But Jesus said to him, “Do not hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you.” 


51 When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was determined to go to 
Jerusalem; 52 and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered 
a village of the Samaritans to make arrangements for Him. 53 But they did not 
receive Him, because He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 54 When His disciples 
James and John saw this, they said, 


” (Luke 9:46-56 NASB) 


Then Jesus spelled out the incredible level of commitment that is required to make 
bringing in the Kingdom of God the ultimate priority in the lives of His followers. 
Those who would be disciples must put Him first, at the “throne of our hearts” as 
Campus Crusade (now “Cru”) states in their evangelistic pamphlets: 


(Exacting Discipleship) 
57 As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You 
wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 59 And He said 
to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my 
father.” 60 But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for 
you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” 61 Another also said, “I will 
follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home.” 


.” (Luke 9:57-62 NASB) 


No one who puts his hand 
to the plow and looks back 
is fit for the kingdom of God. pai 


October 25, 2019 Luke 10-11 


Jesus told us to “make disciples”. How do we accomplish that? Do we spend time 
with a select one (or small group), teaching nurturing, sharing and encouraging one 
another? Do we hold each other accountable for our actions- and are honest about 
where we have fallen or struggle? Do we “practice” evangelism- reaching out to 
those who have not heard- or have heard the “words” but not understood them? 


Jesus instructed His disciples to go- empowered by the Spirit- and visit those who 
did not know the Good News about the Kingdom of Heaven. They were entrusted 
and empowered with healing, and instructed to be gracious and never force their 
wishes on anyone. He sent out seventy (or seventy two) in pairs: 


(Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two) 

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead 
of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! 1am sending you out like lambs 
among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on 
the road. 


5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who 
promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 
Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 
wages. Do not move around from house to house. 


8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the 
sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 
But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 
‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure 
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13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were 
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to 
the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. 


18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 191 have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 
enemy, nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 


Yes, Father, for this is what you were 


pleased to do. 


23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see 
what you see. 24 For! tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what 
you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” (Luke 
10:1-24 NASB) 


BEHOLD, | GIVE YOU THE 
AUTHORITY TO TRAMPLE ON 
SERPENTS AND SCORPIONS, AND 
OVER ALL THE POWER OF THE 
ENEMY, AND NOTHING SHALL BY 
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LUKE 10:19 


And “who is my neighbor?” ...asked the “experts in the Law”....and “how may | 
inherit eternal life’? These seemingly innocent questions were generally asked not 
for information but as a means to “trap” Jesus into a “blasphemy” or an 
interpretation not help by the “experts”. Jesus taught them that the one who obeys 
and has a heart filled with mercy is the neighbor- and that neighbor could be 
anyone! He taught them about the “good Samaritan”...a concept many of them 
strained to accept: 


(The Parable of the Good Samaritan) 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I| do to inherit eternal life?” 


26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 


28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 


30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 
was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, 
leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as 
he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put 
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The 
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ 
he said, ‘and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 
have.’ 


a 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:25-37 NASB)) 


WE then encounter a story which contrasts those who are “busy” and detail 
oriented to the exclusion of all else versus those who are more flexible and make 
time for the “really important things”- which turn out to be few in number but 
extremely important. Martha was “busy” - too busy to listen to Jesus and too 
focused on everything being “just so” to enjoy the moment- the sometimes fleeting 
moment- of real joy and meaning. Jesus taught her as well as us this important 
principle: 


(At the Home of Martha and Mary) 

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by 
all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t 
you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 


41 


better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42 NASB) 
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How should we pray? The disciples saw how central prayer was in the life of Jesus, 
and they perhaps wanted to emulate Him, or at least learn from Him as to this 
important part of the Kingdom life. So they asked Jesus: 


(Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer) 
11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 


2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
eee renee 


5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a 
journey has come to me, and! have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one 
inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and | 
are in bed. | can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 | tell you, even though he will 
not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your 
shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 


the door wil be opened to you 10 For everyone who asta receives the One who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 


11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 
12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 


(Luke 11:1-13 NASB) 
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in due time 
Abraham Lincoln famously said that a house “divided against itself” could not stand. 


He took this famous thought from Scripture, as have many profound and thoughtful 
people who have discovered the riches of wisdom in Scripture. Here Jesus was 


arguing logically that if He represented the Enemy, then the Enemy was destroying 
or hurting himself: 

(Jesus and Beelzebul) 

14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man 
who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said, 
“By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” 16 Others tested 
him by asking for a sign from heaven. 


7 


21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are 
safe, 22 But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away 
the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder. 


23 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters. 


24 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house | left.’ 25 
When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes and 
takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And 
the final condition of that person is worse than the first.” 


27 
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(Luke 11:14-28 NASB) 


When Jesus referred to the “sign of Jonah” He was referring to the brief time He 
would be removed from the living on the earth, much as Jonah was swallowed by 
the “great fish”. Jesus’ activities during this period of about three days are the 
subject of some speculation and debate. Some scholars have suggested that He 
went to the lost souls in Hell awaiting judgment to preach salvation to them. In 
some religious traditions the Apostle’s Creed includes the phrase “descended into 
Hell”. Jesus offered this sign to those questioning the sign He would offer as to His 
future: 


(The Sign of Jonah) 
29 


31 The Queen of the 
South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn 
them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and 


now something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand up 
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here, (Luke 11:29-32 
NASB) 


How do we see...what illumines our path? Are we following in the Light of God’s 
Word, or simply stumbling in darkness? If we cannot see Jesus, and don’t have a 
place for Him in the center of what is most real to us, then we are worse than blind- 
we are helpless and (without Him) truly hopeless. May he fill us daily with His grace 
and light: 


(The Lamp of the Body) 
33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 


34 Your eye is the lamp of your bod 
36 Therefore, if your 


whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be just as full of light as when 
a lamp shines its light on you.” (Luke 11:33-35 NASB) 


The very people who should have been helping the ordinary “non-experts” to live an 
abundant, Godly life were often the enemies of simple living and total dependence 
on God. Instead of spontaneity, they held to rigidity and inflexibility. Instead of the 
heart of God, they presented His mind and principles- devoid of the life and love 
that are a key part of God’s dealings with us. Jesus must have been frustrated- 
these who studied the Scripture so diligently, memorizing great portions of it, were 
oddly untouched by its majesty and power. They were the “blind guides”, and were 
resentful of anyone suggesting anything but accolades and honor. Jesus instead 
said they earned- and deserved- woe: 


(Woes on the Pharisees and the Experts in the Law) 
37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he 


went in and reclined at the table. 


42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all 


other kinds of garden herbs, . You should 


have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 


Synagogues and respect greetingsin the marketplaces 
| 


45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these 
things, you insult us also.” 


47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your 
ancestors who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of what your 
ancestors did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because of 
this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom 
they will kill and others they will persecute.’ 50 Therefore this generation will be 
held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the 
beginning of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who 
was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. 


52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to 
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who 
were entering.” 


something he might say. (Luke 11:37-54 NASB) 
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What does it cost each of us to bear the Name of the Redeemer? In some cases 
across the world, those publicly identifying as Christian face job discrimination, 
rejection, harassment, or even persecution, jail and death. Jesus warned us that the 
“world” hated Him- he was regarded as one who didn’t “play the game”- as one 
who saw things “backwards”, and One who threatened the very power and privilege 
structure of those who were traditionally the source of teaching and direction in all 
spiritual matters. Naturally Jesus’ followers wished to know how they should 
respond to criticism and threats: 


(God Knows and Cares) 

“Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered 
together that they were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples 
first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 But there is 
nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 3 
Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what 
you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed upon the housetops. 


4 “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that 
have no more that they can do. 5 But | will warn you whom to fear: fear the One 
who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, | tell you, fear Him! 6 
Are not five sparrows sold for two cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before 


God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are 
more valuable than many sparrows. 


8 “And | say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will 
confess him also before the angels of God; 9 but he who denies Me before men will 
be denied before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against 
the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit, it will not be forgiven him. 11 When they bring you before the synagogues 
and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak 
in your defense, or what you are to say; 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought to say.” (Luke 12:1-12 NASB) 


The "love of money” and not money as a resource is the source of many sins. Jesus 
speaks clearly and profoundly about greed and covetousness: 


(Covetousness Denounced) 

13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But He said to him, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard 
against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life 
consist of his possessions.” 16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a 
rich man was very productive. 17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What 
shall 1 do, since | have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what | 
will do: | will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And | will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid 
up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God 
said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will 
own what you have prepared?’ 21 So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God.” 


22 And He said to His disciples, “For this reason | say to you, do not worry about 
your life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. 23 
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens, 
for they neither sow nor reap; they have no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds 
them; how much more valuable you are than the birds! 25 And which of you by 
worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span? 26 If then you cannot do even a 
very little thing, why do you worry about other matters? 27 Consider the lilies, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory 
clothed himself like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass in the field, 
which Is alive today and tomorrow Is thrown into the furnace, how much more will 
He clothe you? You men of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you will eat and 
what you will drink, and do not keep worrying. 30 For all these things the nations of 
the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. 31 But 
seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 Do not be afraid, little 
flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. 


33 “Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which 
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor 
moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Luke 
12:13-34 NASB) 


Although many have decided and “calculated” the date of Jesus’ return, the only 
advice Jesus gave to us was to be “ready”. We are to live each day as if it were our 
last. Only the Father knows when the end of the age will occur, and not even Jesus 
Himself (“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father.” Matthew 24:36): 


(Be in Readiness) 

35 “Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. 36 Be like men who are 
waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may 
immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those 
slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly | say to you, 
that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come 
up and wait on them. 38 Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the 
third, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 


39 “But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 40 You 
too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.” 


41 Peter said, “Lord, are You addressing this parable to us, or to everyone else as 
well?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then Is the faithful and sensible steward, whom 
his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them their rations at the proper 
time? 43 Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 44 
Truly | say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But if that 
slave says in his heart, ‘My master will be a long time in coming,’ and begins to beat 
the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk; 46 the 
master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an 
hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with the 
unbelievers. 47 And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or 
act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, 48 but the one who did not 
know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From 
everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they 
entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.” (Luke 12:35-48 NASB) 


Jesus said that a “house divided” would not stand, and yet He predicts (accurately, 
of course) that His words will divide families, friends and neighbors, and even 
nations from each other. How do we resolve this seeming contradiction? The divide 
Jesus is talking about here is the division between those who have heard, 
understood, and acted in obedience to Him, putting Him first and those who either 
do not know, have not obeyed, or have rejected Him entirely. This is the 
consequence of our deep faith in Him- to others we seem to be “fools for Christ”. (1 
Corinthians 4:10): 


(Christ Divides Men) 

49 “| have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how | wish it were already kindled! 
50 But | have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed | am until it is 
accomplished! 51 Do you suppose that | came to grant peace on earth? | tell you, 


no, but rather division; 52 for from now on five members in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother- 
in-law.” 


54 And He was also saying to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming,’ and so it turns out. 55 And when you 
see a south wind blowing, you say, ‘It will be a hot day,’ and it turns out that way. 
56 You hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the 
sky, but why do you not analyze this present time? 


57 “And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right? 58 For 
while you are going with your opponent to appear before the magistrate, on your 
way there make an effort to settle with him, so that he may not drag you before the 
judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into 
prison. 591 say to you, you will not get out of there until you have paid the very last 
cent.” (Luke 12:49-59 NASB) 


When we “repent”, we are literally choosing “the opposite way”. We are not simply 
sorry for our sins (and we should be), or sorry that we were caught or confronted 
with our sins, but we are willing to make another choice, follow another leader, and 
take up “our cross” whatever that is at the moment- and follow Him only. W are 
ready always to do the “next right and obedient thing”! 


(Call to Repent) 

13 Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus said to 
them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other 
Galileans because they suffered this fate? 3 / tell you, no, but unless you repent, 
you will all likewise perish. 4 Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the 
tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in 
Jerusalem? 5 | tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 


6 And He began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had been planted 
in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any. 7 And he 
said to the vineyard-keeper, ‘Behold, for three years | have come looking for fruit on 
this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why does it even use up the ground?’ 
8 And he answered and said to him, ‘Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until 1 dig 
around it and put in fertilizer; 9 and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 
down.’” (Luke 13:1-8 NASB) 


Once again, Jesus defies those “in charge” and in power by “violating the Sabbath”. 
He did this publicly to make a point- God desires mercy and not dry repetition, 
ritual, rules and man made laws. Only His truth is sufficient- and His truth was 
embodied by the One openly becoming a “lawbreaker”: 


(Healing on the Sabbath) 


10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And there 
was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she 
was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, He 
called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your sickness.” 13 And 
He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was made erect again and began 
glorifying God. 14 But the synagogue Official, indignant because Jesus had healed 
on the Sabbath, began saying to the crowd in response, “There are six days in 
which work should be done; so come during them and get healed, and not on the 
Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites, does not 
each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead him 
away to water him? 16 And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom 
Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released from 
this bond on the Sabbath day?” 17 As He said this, all His opponents were being 
humiliated; and the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious things being 
done by Him. (Luke 13:10-17 NASB) 


Jesus then taught in parables about the sufficiency of even “small faith” and the 
effect of the Kingdom of God in transforming the world with just a “few” or “just a 
little” like the leaven (yeast) in bread: 


Parables of Mustard Seed and Leaven 

18 So He was saying, “What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall | compare 
it? 19 It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; 
and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.” 


20 And again He said, “To what shall | compare the kingdom of God? 21 It is like 
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all 
leavened.” (Luke 13:18-21 NASB) 


Despite the known (and sometimes hidden) threats against Him, Jesus continued 
His public ministry, teaching and preaching wherever and whenever the Spirit of the 
Lord moved Him to. Would tat we would be so willing and pliable to follow Him!: 


(Teaching in the Villages) 

22 And He was passing through from one city and village to another, teaching, and 
proceeding on His way to Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to Him, “Lord, are there 
just a few who are being saved?” And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through 
the narrow door; for many, | tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 Once 
the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside 
and knock on the door, saying, ‘Lord, open up to us!’ then He will answer and say to 
you, ‘| do not know where you are from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and 
drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets’; 27 and He will say, ‘I tell 
you, | do not know where you are from; depart from Me, all you evildoers.’ 28 In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being thrown 
out. 29 And they will come from east and west and from north and south, and will 
recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 30 And behold, some are last who will be 
first and some are first who will be last.” (Luke 13:22-30 NASB) 


31 Just at that time some Pharisees approached, saying to Him, “Go away, leave 
here, for Herod wants to kill You.” 32 And He said to them, “Go and tell that fox, 
‘Behold, | cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third 
day | reach My goal.’ 33 Nevertheless | must journey on today and tomorrow and 
the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet would perish outside of Jerusalem. 34 O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! 
How often | wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would not have it! 35 Behold, your house is left to 
you desolate; and | say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes when you 
say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 


October 27, 2019 Luke 14-16 


The “religious leaders” wasted no opportunity to observe, plot against, or try to 
“trap” Jesus. His popularity and esteem were growing daily, and some sought Him 
out instead of the “established authorities”- an outcome that the Pharisees plotted 
to stop. The eventual outcome was was they believed to be a victory, the execution 
of Jesus by the Roman authorities: 


It happened that when He went into the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees 
on the Sabbath to eat bread, they were watching Him closely. 2 And there in front of 
Him was a man suffering from dropsy. 3 And Jesus answered and spoke to the 
lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4 But 
they kept silent. And He took hold of him and healed him, and sent him away. 5 And 
He said to them, “Which one of you will have a son or an ox fall into a well, and will 
not immediately pull him out on a Sabbath day?” 6 And they could make no reply to 
this. (Luke 14:1-6 NASB) 


Dinner at the House of the Pharisee Maria Felice Tibaldi Subleyras (ca. 1748) 


Jesus quickly learned that me (and women) seek places of honor when invited 
somewhere. Their ego and self-esteem needed this “boost”, and Jesus called them 
out for it. He urged them to consider a life of humility, and illustrated this teaching 
with another parable: 


(Parable of the Guests) 

7 And He began speaking a parable to the invited guests when He noticed how they 
had been picking out the places of honor at the table, saying to them, 8 “When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for 
someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him, 9 and he who 
invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this man,’ and then in 
disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place. 10 But when you are invited, go and 
recline at the last place, so that when the one who has invited you comes, he may 
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will have honor in the sight of all who 
are at the table with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and 
he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 


12 And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 
rich neighbors, otherwise they may also invite you in return and that will be your 
repayment. 13 But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to 
repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
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15 When one of those who were reclining at the table with Him heard this, he said 
to Him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” (Luke 14:7- 
15 NASB) 


God invites us to His table, and when we ignore His invitation, he extends this 
invitation to “everyone” In this parable Jesus illustrates how God’s own chosen 
people, the Jews, were first invited by Jesus to the banquet, but refused and soon 
discovered that the “Gentiles and other undesirables” were invited in their place: 


(Parable of the Dinner) 

16 But He said to him, “A man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many; 17 and 
at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; 
for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first 
one said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land and | need to go out and look at it; 
please consider me excused.’ 19 Another one said, ‘| have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and lam going to try them out; please consider me excused.’ 20 Another one said, 
‘1 have married a wife, and for that reason | cannot come.’ 21 And the slave came 
back and reported this to his master. Then the head of the household became angry 
and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring 
in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Master, 
what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master 
said to the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them 
to come in, so that my house may be filled, 24 For | tell you, none of those men who 
were invited shall taste of my dinner.’” (Luke 14:16-24 NASB) 


The following is a “hard saying” of Jesus. Who is he to tell us to “hate” our 
parents...doesn’t the Commandments list honoring parents among the Law? What 
Jesus truly meant was that we were to love them “less” than Him. When we allow 
anything to intervene or interfere with our calling to follow Jesus, it becomes an 
obstacle to true discipleship!: 


(Discipleship Tested) 

25 Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, 
26 “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 
disciple. 28 For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to 
ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or 
what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down 
and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the 
one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other Is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So then, none of you 
can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions. 


34 “Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt has become tasteless, with what will it 
be seasoned? 35 It is useless either for the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown 
out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (Luke 14:25-35 NASB) 


Then follows the “lost” parables- the lost sheep, the lost coin, and finally the “lost 
son”. Jesus shows us how delighted God is to claim the “one who was lost” and 
welcome them back into the family of God: 


(The Lost Sheep) 


15 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. 
2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” 


3 So He told them this parable, saying, 4 “What man among you, if he has a 
hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open 
pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my 
sheep which was lost!’ 7 / tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance. 
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The Lost Coin 

8 “Or what woman, If she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a 
lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | 
have found the coin which | had lost!’ 10 In the same way, | tell you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 


The Prodigal Son 

11 And He said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth 
between them. 13 And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything 
together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his 
estate with loose living. 14 Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine 
occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 So he went and 
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his 
fields to feed swine. 16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods 


that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 But when he 
came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than 
enough bread, but | am dying here with hunger! 18 | will get up and go to my 
father, and will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 
191! amno longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired 
men.”’ 20 So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way Off, 
his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and in 
your sight; |!am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to 
his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was 
lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate. 


25 “Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he summoned one of the servants and 
began inquiring what these things could be. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him 
back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his 
father came out and began pleading with him. 29 But he answered and said to his 
father, ‘Look! For so many years | have been serving you and | have never 
neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so 
that | might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31 And 
he said to hi. 


begunitolivenand Waslost and hasbeen founda’ (Luke 15:1-32 NASB) 


The story of the unrighteous steward- the crooked manager- is puzzling to many 
Christians. How could Jesus possible praise such crookedness and double dealing. 
The context of the story is important. The manager apparently was “padding” the 
bills of the debtors, and then to gain their favor, reduced their debts to the original 
correct amount. By doing this he showed resourcefulness that Jesus correctly 
praises: 


(The Unrighteous Steward) 

16 Now He was also saying to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and this manager was reported to him as squandering his possessions. 2 
And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this | hear about you? Give an 
accounting of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 The 
manager said to himself, ‘What shall 1 do, since my master is taking the 
management away from me? 1am not strong enough to dig; |!am ashamed to beg. 
4 1 know what | shall do, so that when | am removed from the management people 
will welcome me into their homes.’ 5 And he summoned each one of his master’s 
debtors, and he began saying to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 
And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit 
down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you 
owe?’ And he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He *said to him, ‘Take your bill, 
and write eighty.’ 8 And his master praised the unrighteous manager because he 


had acted shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation to their 
own kind than the sons of light. 9 And | say to you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so that when it fails, they will receive you 
into the eternal dwellings. 


10 “He who Is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is 
unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 11 Therefore if you 
have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true 
riches to you? 12 And if you have not been faithful in the use of that which is 
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 


«Important and 
“#Mho to Serve 
* Luke 16:12-43 NLT - 


14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things 
and were scoffing at Him. 15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify 
yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which Is highly 
esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God. 


16 “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John; since that time the 
gospel of the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing his way 
into it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a 
letter of the Law to fail. 


18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he 
who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery.” (Luke 16:1-18 
NASB) 


The story of the rich man and Lazarus shows us how critical it is that we listen to 
God's teaching, are sensitive to the needs al around us, and waste not a second in 


living for and loving God. The chasm between us and God will be eternal if we fail 
to be obedient and love God in a way that brings honor to His Name: 


(The Rich Man and Lazarus) 
19 “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, 
joyously living in splendor every day. 20 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at 
his gate, covered with sores, 21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were 
falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking 
his sores. 22 Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to 
Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torment, and *saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 24 And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my 
tongue, for! am in agony in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but 
now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, 
between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come 
over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to 
us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then | beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s house 
— 28 for | have five brothers—in order that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come to this place of torment.’ 29 


(Luke 16:19-31 NASB) 
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One of the cruelest things about our witness is that others may stumble because of 
it. The Holy Spirit is powerful, but the tender and fragile faith of some is easy to 
disturb, and woe to us who cause Such a “little one” (a young person or a “baby 
Christian”) to stumble or doubt their faith. Jesus also spoke to the miracle of having 
a “little faith” - like a tiny mustard seed- which can grow through God’s 
multiplication process. 


(Instructions) 
17 He said to His disciples, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come, but woe to 
him through whom they come! 2 


. 3 Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; 
and if he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he sins against you seven times a day, and 
returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.” 


5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 ee 


7 “Which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he 
has come in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’? 8 But will he 
not say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and 
serve me while | eat and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink’? 9 He does 
not thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 
So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are 
unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’” (Luke 
17:1-10 NASB) 
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Leprosy, or Hansen’s Disease (HD). Is a disfiguring and crippling affliction 
mentioned several times in Scripture. Here the focus is not that Jesus was even 
willing to touch a leprous person, but that the gratitude of being delivered from this 
crippling affliction was expressed by only one of ten cured. This astonishing lack of 


gratitude surely saddened the Lord, as it does us today. My prayer is that | will be a 
grateful and obedient servant always, and that my ungratefulness will be corrected 
and forgiven. 


(Ten Lepers Cleansed) 

11 While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met 
Him; 13 and they raised their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 
When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 
as they were going, they were cleansed. 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he 
had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on his 
face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus 
answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where are they? 
18 Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?” 19 
And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well,” 


20 Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God 
was coming, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God is not coming with 
signs to be observed; 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For 
behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.” (Luke 17:11-21 NASB) 


Jesus asked, "Didn't I heal ten men? Where are the 
other nine? Has no one returned to give glory to 
God except this foreigner?’ And Jesus said to the 

man, "Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you." 


- Luke 17: 17-19 NLT - 


There is little controversy that the Second Coming of Jesus is prophesied in 
Scripture, the contention arises from the “how and when” of this event. AS 
mentioned earlier, it is foolishness to “calculate” the date of the event, but many 
still did (and will continue to do this). The key facts are that the Second Coming is 


real- it will happen in God’s time, and that we should be ready, living each day as if 
that were the Day! 


(Second Coming Foretold) 
22 And He said to the disciples, “The days will come when you will long to see one 
of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 They will say to you, ‘Look 
there! Look here!’ Do not go away, and do not run after them. 24 For just like the 
lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the 
sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things 
and be rejected by this generation. 26 And just as it happened in the days of Noah, 
so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 they were eating, they were 
drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 It was the 
same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they 
were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building; 29 


field must not turn back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 33 Whoever seeks to keep his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 | tell you, on that night 
there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other will be left. 35 There 


.” (Luke 17:22-37 


NASB) 


When we pray, we often “give up” either because the answer to our prayer is “wait” 
or we become discouraged that the answer to our prayers is “non”. In prayer can 
we open up the deepest part of ourselves to the Living God, make our petitions, talk 
with the Father, and listen to His instruction and receive answers to our deep (and 
sometimes not so deep) questions. Jesus had a rich, deep and constant prayer life, 
one that should inspire us to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 


(Parables on Prayer) 
18 


“ 


, 2 saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear 
God and did not respect man. 3 There was a widow in that city, and she kept 
coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 For a while 
he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though | do not fear God 
nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow bothers me, | will give her legal 
protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’” 6 And the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge *said; 7 now, will not God bring about 
Justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 


ie) 


(Luke 18:1-8 NASB) 


Jesus truly despised the “self righteousness” and hypocrisy that He saw in so many 
who should have known better- especially those lifetime students of the Law such 
as the Pharisees. Even though these men studies, memorized and gave instruction 
about the Law, their hearts were sometimes untouched by the very truths they had 
committed to memory. The honesty of confession of sin can open the path to God’s 
mercy- honesty about sin (we have all sinned- Romans 3:23) is the key to true 
repentance. 


(The Pharisee and the Publican) 
9 


:10 “Two men went up into the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood 
and was praying this to himself: ‘God, | thank You that | am not like other people: 
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 | fast twice a week; | 
pay tithes of all that | get.’ 13 


; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 
he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 


15 And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would touch them, 
but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. 16 But Jesus called for 
them, saying, 


(Luke 18:9-17 NASB) 


One of the few Scriptures | have been privileged to preach is the story of the rich 
(verse 23) young ruler (verse 18). All three Synoptic gospels include this story, 
each adding another insight into this encounter. What must | “do” asks the ruler, as 
if salvation could be earned (see https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/rich- 
young-ruler/). Jesus challenges this young and privileged person with the 
“besetting” sin- the one that consistently keeps him from God’s glory- his love of 
money (and the power and influence that sometimes accompany wealth). Jesus 
challenges him to release this entrapment and obstacle, but he counts the cost and 
leaves- saddened that the task would not be easy of life changing. How many times 
have | “missed the mark” when confronted with my own sin and was unwilling to 
give it up? 


(The Rich Young Ruler) 

18 A ruler questioned Him, saying, * 

life?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 
God alone. 20 You know the commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not 
murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” 21 
And he said, “All these things | have kept from my youth.” 22 When Jesus heard 
this, He said to him, 


24 
And Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter 
the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They who heard it said, “Then 


who can be saved?” 27 But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are 
possible with God.” 


“..1 he things which are 
impossible with men are 
possible with God.” 


Luke 18:27 (KJV) 


28 Peter said, “Behold, we have left our own homes and followed You.” 29 And He 
said to them, “Truly | say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or 
brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not 
receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.” 


31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the prophets about the Son of 
Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be 
mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they have scourged Him, they 
will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” 34 But the disciples understood 
none of these things, and the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and 
they did not comprehend the things that were said. (Luke 18:18-34 NASB) 


Blindness was a special burden in Jesus’ day. Those who were blind were often 
reduced to begging to survive, and the obstacles that blindness creates were 
almost insurmountable. No wonder so many who were blind begged Jesus to 
restore their sight! One such person was Bartimaeus- son of Timaeus. When Jesus 
asked him “What do you want me to do for you”- it was the very God of the 
universe asking a single person for instruction. Surely Jesus knew what the one 
before him craved more than anything. Jesus’ willingness to be a servant to one 
who was powerless and rejected is an astonishing moment in the Scripture- God 
Himself asks us- “what can | do for you?” May our answer be thoughtful and serious 
as we ponder the incredible power of God to change the very fabric of our lives, and 
may we always be humbled by His humility in asking as a servant! 


(Bartimaeus Receives Sight) 

35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, 
36 Now hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 37 They told 
him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he called out, saying, “Jesus, Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” 39 Those who led the way were sternly telling him to 
be quiet; but he kept crying out all the more, 


. (Luke 18:35-43 NASB) 
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October 29, 2019 Luke 19-20 


So many Bible stories have been burned into our memories as children’s songs- 
perhaps learned at Sunday School or at a Vacation Bible School. Who can forget 
the catchy tune and lyrics to “Zaccheus”- “Zaccheus was a wee little man, a wee 
little man was he...”? (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkd-QFD/7vMA). Yet the 
truth of Jesus’ encounter is worthy of adult reading and meditation. Jesus 
deliberately selected an “outcast”-a chief tax collector- to dine with one evening. 
Zaccheus’ curiosity to see Jesus may have been due to guilt over his 
“overcollection” of taxes, or perhaps curiosity to see this One who was so different 
from all that had come before, or perhaps a mixture of these and other motives. 
Whatever the reason, Jesus knew that this was a “seeker”- and one who desired to 
know the truth. Zaccheus’ encounter with Jesus was so profound that he literally 
“changed his ways” and sought to recompense all from those he had cheated. 
Surely Jesus seeks us still today- the lost, the lonely, the overlooked and the 
knowingly sinful: 


(Zaccheus Converted) 


19 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man called by 
the name of Zaccheus; he was a Chief tax collector and he was rich. 3 Zaccheus was 
trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small 
in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to 
see Him, for He was about to pass through that way. 5 When Jesus came to the 
place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today | 
must stay at your house.” 6 And he hurried and came down and received Him 
gladly. 7 When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be 
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 


(Luke 19:1- 


10 NASB) 


“For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which 


was lost.” 


Luke 19:10 ( JV) 


How are we to show stewardship? How are we to handle the gifts and graces God 
has generously given to us? The parable of the “talents” or “minas” as they are 
translated here shows God’s attitude toward our stewardship. Since God is 
interested in, and invested in multiplication and not simply addition, surely he looks 
at us who risk nothing to serve Him (or serve when it’s “convenient”) are not truly 
committed to stewardship of time, talents, money and our witness. The master’s 
attitude toward the one who in fear “hid” the treasure (and a talent was a huge 
treasure) is not rewarded but instead the treasure that was “wasted by indifference 
and fear” is given to one bold (and wise!) enough to invest! 


(Parable of Money Usage) 


11 While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, 
because He was near Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was 
going to appear immediately. 12 So He said, “A nobleman went to a distant country 
to receive a kingdom for himself, and then return. 13 And he called ten of his 
slaves, and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until | 
come back.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 
‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 15 When he returned, after receiving 
the kingdom, he ordered that these slaves, to whom he had given the money, be 
called to him so that he might know what business they had done. 16 The first 
appeared, saying, ‘Master, your mina has made ten minas more.’ 17 And he said to 


.’ 18 The second came, saying, 


ee ’20 Another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which | kept put 


away in a handkerchief; 21 for | was afraid of you, because you are an exacting 
man; you take up what you did not lay down and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 He 
*said to him, ‘By your own words | will judge you, you worthless slave. Did you know 
that |! am an exacting man, taking up what | did not lay down and reaping what | did 
not sow? 23 Then why did you not put my money in the bank, and having come, | 
would have collected it with interest?’ 24 Then he said to the bystanders, ‘Take the 
mina away from him and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’ 25 And they 
said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas already.’ 


reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence.” (Luke 19:11-27 
NASB) 


Jesus did have a moment of public triumph- the entry into Jerusalem. This was 
foretold in prophesy (Please see https://thejohn1010project.com/messianic- 
prophecies-entry-into-jerusalem.html). The King of Kings entered not in a chariot 
with trumpets blaring but humbly on a colt. The people, sensing (and hoping) that 
this was the beginning of the restoration of Israel and the overthrow of the hated 
Romans by God’s mighty power, called out to Jesus “Hosannah” which literally 
means “save now” (please see 
https://bibletruthpublishers.com/hosanna-hosannah/ljm5614): 

(Triumphal Entry) 

28 After He had said these things, He was going on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 


29 When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called 
Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you; 
there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie 
it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say, 
‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent went away and found it just 
as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, 
“Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 They 


37 As soon as He was 
approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which 
they had seen, 38 shouting: 


“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord; 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 


39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your 
disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, 


41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now 


they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you when 
your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you 
in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within 
you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not 
recognize the time of your visitation.” (Luke 19:28-44 NASB) 
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One of the most difficult things to accomplish is “righteous anger”- anger that 
comes from disgust and revulsion, and very strong feelings about the abuse, misuse 
or otherwise mistreating and cheapening that which has infinite worth in God’s 
eyes. Our anger is usually more basic- an outrage at cheating - or being cheated- 
an outburst against bullying (even of ourselves), or a desire to exact punishment or 
revenge. Jesus showed the rarest example of anger-outrage over the misuse of 
God’s very Temple: 


(Traders Driven from the Temple) 
45 Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling, 46 
saying to them, 


47 And He was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes 
and the leading men among the people were trying to destroy Him, 48 and they 
could not find anything that they might do, for all the people were hanging on to 
every word He said. (Luke 19:45-48 NASB) 


Then the “religious leaders” one again tried to “trap” Jesus in a clever set of 
questions. As was the case so many times, Jesus turned the question to them by 
answering the question with another question. This was a common rabbinic 


practice( see also https://www.reasonsforgod.org/2012/11/five-ways-to-answer-a- 


question/ and 


https://www.ou.org/torah/parsha/rabbi-sacks-on-parsha/the necessity of askin 


estions/) 


(Jesus’ Authority Questioned) 

20 On one of the days while He was teaching the people in the temple and 
preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders confronted 
Him, 2 and they spoke, saying to Him, 


(Luke 20:1-8 NASB) 


Jesus then told another parable to illustrate God’s view of what His very people 
were doing- or about to do- to His very Son. The Son- who should have been 
respected, was instead killed- Just as Jesus would be. This , however, was not the 
end of the story. God had the last word, as He does always: 


(Parable of the Vine-growers) 

9 And He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and 
rented it out to vine-growers, and went on a journey for a long time. 10 At the 
harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-growers, so that they would give him some 
of the produce of the vineyard; but the vine-growers beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. 11 And he proceeded to send another slave; and they beat him also 
and treated him shamefully and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he 


proceeded to send a third; and this one also they wounded and cast out. 13 ee 


When they heard it, they said, “May it never 
be!” 17 But Jesus looked at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 


18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it 
falls, it will scatter him like dust.” (Luke 20:9-18 NASB) 
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apud: phillip medhurst exccudit: harry kossuth 
What about the civil government (which is often quite uncivil!)? Should we respect 
authority, pay taxes and generally be good and obedient citizens? Paul addresses 
this issue in his letter to the church in Rome (Romans 13:1-7). Paul’s answer is 
similar to Jesus’ answer here- we are to pay taxes (and by implication follow civil 
laws) with the rare exception that the laws are clearly immoral or destructive of 
human worth and dignity, such as laws allowing slavery, child abuse, etc. (my 
interpretation). 


(Tribute to Caesar) 

19 The scribes and the chief priests tried to lay hands on Him that very hour, and 
they feared the people; for they understood that He spoke this parable against 
them. 20 So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in 
order that they might catch Him in some statement, so that they could deliver Him 
to the rule and the authority of the governor. 21 They questioned Him, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that You speak and teach correctly, and You are not partial to 
any, but teach the way of God in truth. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, 
or not?” 23 But He detected their trickery and said to them, 24 “Show Me a 
denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar’s.” 25 
And He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” 26 And they were unable to catch Him in a saying in 


the presence of the people; and being amazed at His answer, they became silent. 
(Luke 20:19-26 NASB) 
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The "good religious folks” never gave up. This time they tried to trap Jesus in views 
on marriage. Once again, Jesus points to a larger and deeper truth- God is the God 
of the living and not the dead!. The astonished and humiliated “religious folks” give 
up, at least for the moment. However, they will find a way to “eliminate” Jesus that 
very week: 

(Is There a Resurrection?) 

27 Now there came to Him some of the Sadducees (who say that there is no 
resurrection), 28 and they questioned Him, saying, 


anymore, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection. 37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage 
about the burning bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now He is not the God of the dead but of the 
living; for all live to Him.” 39 Some of the scribes answered and said, “Teacher, You 
have spoken well.” 40 For they did not have courage to question Him any longer 
about anything. 


READS TRUTH. 


41 Then He said to them, “How is it that they say the Christ is David’s son? 42 For 
David himself says in the book of Psalms, 


‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
43 Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet. ”’ 


44 Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord,’ and how is He his son?” 
45 And while all the people were listening, He said to the disciples, 46 “Beware of 


the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful greetings in 
the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at 


(Luke 20:27-47 NASB) 
October 31, 2019 Luke 23-24 


The tragedy and triumph are about to occur- within just a few days of each other. 
As the famous sermon by S.M. Lockridge (https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=cikenk!l920qg) states- “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming!”. Jesus has committed to 
the Father’s will, the religious leaders think they know the end of this story and of 
this Person, but God has the last say- he is in control. His plan for the salvation of 
the world is in play, and Jesus dies to save the world “once, and for all” (Hebrews 
10; Romans 6:10): 


(Jesus before Pilate) 

23 Then the whole body of them got up and brought Him before Pilate. 2 And they 
began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and 
forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” 3 So 


” 5 But they kept on insisting, saying, “He stirs up the people, 
teaching all over Judea, starting from Galilee even as far as this place.” 


6 When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he 
learned that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction , Who himself 
also was in Jerusalem at that time. (Luke 23:1-7 NASB) 


Pilate asked 
Are You the King 


of the Jews?" 


Jesus answered him, 


"You have said it 


Luke 23:3 


So Pilate “passes the buck” to Herod, who was a “governor” in that district. 
Herod’s family had long been an enemy of Jesus- and this particular Herod was 
responsible for John the Baptizer’s execution. Herod wanted to see a “sign” or 
“miracle” for his amusement and entertainment. As the lyrics of the song in “Jesus 
Christ Superstar” describe this appearance before Herod: 

“Jesus, |am overjoyed to meet you face to face. 

You've been getting quite a name all around the place. 

Healing cripples, raising from the dead. 

And now | understand you're God, 

At least, that's what you've said. 

So, you are the Christ, you're the great Jesus Christ. 

Prove to me that you're divine; change my water into wine. 

That's all you need do, then I'll know it's all true. 

Come on, King of the Jews.” (Andrew Lloyd Webber) 


(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=R8IzmbAn8 _Y) 


(Jesus before Herod) 

8 Now Herod was very glad when he saw Jesus; for he had wanted to see Him for a 
long time, because he had been hearing about Him and was hoping to see some 
sign performed by Him. 9 And he questioned Him at some length; but He answered 
him nothing. 10 And the chief priests and the scribes were standing there, accusing 
Him vehemently. 11 And Herod with his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt 
and mocking Him, dressed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. 12 


Now Herod and Pilate became friends with one another that very day; for before 
they had been enemies with each other. (Luke 23:8-12 NASB) 


Pilate was stuck in an impossible situation. He had the power to spare or execute 
Jesus- his choice. Although he did not find any crime in Him, and his wife had urged 
Pilate not to harm this One, he was in a political appointment and Rome didn’t want 
any more issues and problems with these “rebellious Jews”. He turned in 
desperation to releasing one prisoner at the Passover- hoping they would choose 
Jesus over Bar Abbas, a “terrorist”. The crowd (perhaps urged on by the religious 
leaders) cried out to “Crucify Him”. So, Pilate washed his hands of this matter and 
tried to shift the guilt of his decision to the teeming crowd. 

(Pilate Seeks Jesus’ Release) 

13 Pilate summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to 
them, “You brought this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion, and 
behold, having examined Him before you, 


20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed 
them again, 21 but they kept on calling out, saying, “Crucify, crucify Him!” 22 And 
he said to them the third time, “Why, what evil has this man done? | have found in 
Him no guilt demanding death; therefore | will punish Him and release Him.” 23 But 
they were insistent, with loud voices asking that He be crucified. 


. (Luke 23:13-25 
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In a touching scene, Jesus- already half dead from the severe scourging and lack of 
sleep and lodss of blood, stumbles as he carries the cross (or part of the cross) 
through the city. A nearby onlooker - Simon- is pressed into service to carry the 
cross the rest of the way to the hill at Golgotha. Jesus suffering will intensify during 
the actual crucifixion, and he faces a slow death by suffocation. To hasten death 
the practice was to break the legs of the one crucified, so they could no longer 


“push up” to take a breath. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion) Jesus dies 


before that was done to Him: 


(Simon Bears the Cross) 
26 When they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, coming in from 
the country, and placed on him the cross to carry behind Jesus. 


27 And following Him was a large crowd of the people, and of women who were 
mourning and lamenting Him. 28 But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 
For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will 


begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they 
do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 


32 Two others also, who were criminals, were being led away to be put to death 
with Him. (Luke 23:26-32 NASB) 


It is finished....into Your hands | commit my Spirit...some of the seven words from 
the cross : 


. Luke 23:34: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
Luke 23:43: Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise. 
John 19:26-27: Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother 
Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34: My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 
John 19:28: | thirst. 
John 19:30: It is finished. (From the Greek "Tetelestai" which is also translated 
"It is accomplished", or "It is complete".) 
. Luke — 46: Father, into thy hands | commit my spirit. 
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It is impossible to imagine the rejection, sorrow, physical agony and torment that 
Jesus bore for us! One scholar suggested that this event was prophesied in Job, 
where the suffering Job endured was prophetic of the later agony of the very Lamb 
of God (https://www.ligonier.org/blo crucifixion- and- old-testament- ro hecy/; 


(The Crucifixion) 
33 When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the 
criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. 34 But Jesus was saying, 


And they cast 
lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 35 And the people stood by, 
looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved others, let 
Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also 
mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If You are 
the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” 38 Now there was also an inscription above 
Him, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 


39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, 
“Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40 But the other answered, and 
rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are 
receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 
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Pardoning of the Thief James Tissot 


44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the 
ninth hour, 45 because the sun was obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in 
two. 46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, sai 

.” Having said this, He breathed His last. 47 Now when the 
centurion saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying, “Certainly this 
man was innocent.” 48 And all the crowds who came together for this spectacle, 
when they observed what had happened, began to return, beating their breasts. 49 
And all His acquaintances and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee were 
standing at a distance, seeing these things. (Luke 23:33-49 NASB) 


It was now about noon, and darkn¢ss came over the 
wholg land until thre¢ in the afternoon, for the sun 
stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. Jesus ealled out with a loud voieg, 
“Father, into your hands I commit mg spirit.” 

When h¢ had said this, he breathed his last. 


buke 235:44-46 


Crucifixion, seen from the Cross by J 
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(Jesus Is Buried) 

50 And a man named Joseph, who was a member of the Council, a good and 
righteous man 51 (he had not consented to their plan and action), a man from 
Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of God; 52 this man 


went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 And he took it down and wrapped 
it in a linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever 
lain. 54 It was the preparation day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 55 Now the 
women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how 
His body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and perfumes. 


And on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. (Luke 23:50-56 
NASB) 


God had the lase word- Jesus rose just as he said He would! 


(The Resurrection) 

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing 
the spices which they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 
While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them 
in dazzling clothing; 5 and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living One among the dead? 6 
He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still 
in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” 8 

Words, 9 and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the eleven 
and to all the rest. 10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the 
apostles. 11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not 
believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he 
*saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what 
had happened. (Luke 24:1-12 NASB) 


He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: “The Son 
of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, 
be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ 


The Emmaus Walk, sponsored by the United Methodist Church, is based on this 
passage from Luke. Wouldn't it be wonderful to have heard the “Bible lesson” Jesus 
gave these two travers along the way. They only recognized Him in the “breaking 
of bread” together. Why would they not recognize Jesus? The simplest and most 
obvious reason is that they did not expect to see Him! He may have had an altered 
physical presence in the resurrection body that He now bore... we may never know 
the complete answer. He appeared not only to these two, and to the disciples, but 
to “more than five hundred” (1 Corinthians 15:6)- giving us ample eyewitness 
accounts of His Resurrection! 


(The Road to Emmaus) 

13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, 
which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each 
other about all these things which had taken place. 15 While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them. 16 But their 
eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 And He said to them, “What are 
these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?” And 
they stood still, looking sad. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to 
Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have 
happened here in these days?” 19 And He said to them, “What things?” And they 
said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests 
and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 But we 
were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, 
it is the third day since these things happened. 22 But also some women among us 
amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find 
His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that 
He was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” 25 And He said to 


28 And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though 
He were going farther. 29 But they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting 
toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” So He went in to stay with them. 
30 When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, 


and breaking it, He began giving it to them. 31 
32 They said to one 


another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the 
road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 And they got up that very 
hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those 
who were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to 


Simo 
. (Luke 24:13-35 NASB) 


Jesus appeared to His closest followers and friends, assuring them of the reality of 
His victory over death and sin. He tells them to “wait in Jerusalem” (verse 48-49), 


so that the miracle of Pentecost can be experienced as they receive the power of 
the Spirit: 


(Other Appearances) 
36 While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst and *said to 


, 


40 And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 
While they still could not believe it because of their joy and amazement, He said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 


44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which | spoke to you while | was still 
with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then He opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that 
repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 


(Luke 24:36-49 NASB) 
Jesus then leaves His disciples by ascension- but He is coming again...be ready! 


(The Ascension) 

50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed 
them. 51 While He was blessing them, 

heaven. 52 And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 
and were continually in the temple praising God.(Luke 24:50-53 NASB) 


oe al 


The Ascension Plockhorst Bible Art 
(httos://www.ebay.com/itm/Christianity-Wall-Poster- THE-ASCENSION-luke-24-50- 


53ARTIST-Plockhorst-Bible-Art-/3 33124121043) 


November 3, 2019 John 6-8 


Jesus, being fully human, was attuned to the physical needs of those around Him. 
The people gathered -sometimes by the thousands_ and He would preach, teach, 
and heal some of them as He ministered among them. At several occasions, the 
day had been long, and the people grew hungry. There came a time that they must 
be fed, and Jesus met their needs with a miracle of faith and generosity: 


(Five Thousand Fed) 

6 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or 
Tiberias). 2 A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was 
performing on those who were sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and 
there He sat down with His disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was 
near. 5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was 
coming to Him, *said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?” 
6 


12 When 
they were filled, He *said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments so that 
nothing will be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with 
fragments from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 
14 Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, 
“This ts truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” (John 6:1-14 NASB) 


Jesus also demonstrated His power over the created world. In this instance, he 
walked on the water of the “sea” near Capernaum. Jesus was not using the “trick” 
of the water strider (https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/03/secret-walking- 
water) but was suspending the laws of physics temporarily to accomplish this 
miraculous demonstration of power from God. He did this miracle, as He did so 
many, not to point to Himself but to the glory of His Father! 


(Jesus Walks on the Water) 


15 So Jesus, 
, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone. 


16 Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, 17 and after 
getting into a boat, they started to cross the sea to Capernaum. It had already 
become dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea began to be stirred 
up because a strong wind was blowing. 19 


22 The next day the crowd that stood on the other side of the sea saw that there 
was no other small boat there, except one, and that Jesus had not entered with His 
disciples into the boat, but that His disciples had gone away alone. 23 There came 
other small boats from Tiberias near to the place where they ate the bread after the 
Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor His 
disciples, they themselves got into the small boats, and came to Capernaum 
seeking Jesus. 25 When they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to 
Him, “Rabbi, when did You get here?” (John 6:15-25 NASB) 


Jesus used this feeding of the crowd as a “teaching moment”- He wants them to see 
the Bread of Life- the Manna from Heaven- Jesus Himself: 


(Words to the People) 


26 Jesus answered them and said, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you seek Me, not 


God? 29 esus answered and sa 30 So they said to Him, “What then do You do 


for a sign, so that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? 31 Our 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread out of 
heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, it is not 
Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you 
the true bread out of heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down out 
of heaven, and gives life to the world.” 34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, always give 
us this bread.” 


35 Jesus said to them, 
39 This is the will of 


Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me | lose nothing, but raise it up on 
the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son 
and believes in Him will have eternal life, and | Myself will raise him up on the last 
day.” (John 6:26-40 NASB) 


Whoever comes ae me 
will never go hungry, 


». = 4. and whoever believes in me 
eee af Sagi will never be thirsty.” 
Auer Pee 
Bear kOe John 6:35 


These declarations from Jesus about Himself did not fit “the script” that the people 
carried with them about the Messiah- the One who was to come and Save Israel. 
How could this “untrained” rabbi be the One? So the people grumbled- out of 
disbelief and rejection of the very acts and person right in front of them! 


(Words to the Jews) 
41 Therefore the Jews were grumbling about Him, because He said, “| am the bread 
that came down out of heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, ‘I have come 
down out of heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered and said to them, “Do not grumble 
among yourselves. 44 


. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And 
they shall all be taught of God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father, comes to Me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who 


is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes 
has eternal life. 48 | am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so 
that one may eat of it and not die. 51 | am the living bread that came down out of 
heaven, if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which | 
will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 


52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, “How can this man give 
us His flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 
54 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up 
on the last day. 55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 He who 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and! in him. 57 As the living Father 
sent Me, and | live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live 
because of Me. 58 This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the 
fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live forever.” (John 6:41-58 NASB) 


Jesus was teaching many of these things in the synagogue in Capernaum. The 
synagogue was primarily a place of teaching 
(https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-synagogue/), even though the 
Temple still stood in Jerusalem as a center of both learning, teaching, preaching and 
worship: 


(Words to the Disciples) 
59 These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. 


60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a difficult 
statement; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled 
at this, said to them, 


For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 65 And 
He was saying, “For this reason | have said to you, that no one can come to Me 
unless it has been granted him from the Father.” (John 6:59-65 NASB) 


Peter then makes a confession of his faith, the faith that would be a central part of 
the beginings of the church after the Resurrection: 


(Peter’s Confession of Faith) 

66 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him 
anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do 
you?” 68 


Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words 
poe 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and 


yet one of you is a devil?” 71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, 
one of the twelve, was going to betray Him. (John 6:66-71 NASB) 


Jesus continues to teach at the time of the Festival of Booths/Tabernacles. Jesus 
was facing a group of doubters and disbelievers- even his brothers (verse 5). Jesus 
confidently approaches and teaches in the Temple, even though He did not have 
the formal training of a traditional Rabbi/Teacher. “No one knows where He is from” 
(verse 27)- a traditional argument against a truth teller. Yet Jesus publicly 
proclaims that He is who he says he is, and that the gift of the Spirit will be given to 
those believing in Him: 


(Jesus Teaches at the Feast) 

7 After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in 
Judea because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 2 Now the feast of the Jews, the 
Feast of Booths, was near. 3 Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go 
into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 4 
For no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If 
You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5 For not even His brothers were 
believing in Him. 6 So Jesus *said to them, “My time is not yet here, but your time is 
always opportune. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because | testify of 
it, that its deeds are evil. 8 Go up to the feast yourselves; | do not go up to this feast 
because My time has not yet fully come.” 9 Having said these things to them, He 
stayed in Galilee. 


10 But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, 
not publicly, but as if, in secret. 11 So the Jews were seeking Him at the feast and 
were saying, “Where is He?” 12 There was much grumbling among the crowds 
concerning Him; some were saying, “He is a good man”, others were saying, “No, 
on the contrary, He leads the people astray.” 13 Yet no one was speaking openly of 
Him for fear of the Jews. 


14 But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and 
began to teach. 15 The Jews then were astonished, saying, “How has this man 
become learned, having never been educated?” 16 So Jesus answered them and 
said, “My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 17 If anyone is willing to do His 
will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether | speak from 
Myself. 18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking 
the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in 
Him. 


19 “Did not Moses give you the Law, and yet none of you carries out the Law? Why 
do you seek to kill Me?” 20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who seeks to 
kill You?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one deed, and you all marvel. 22 For this 
reason Moses has given you circumcision (not because it is from Moses, but from 
the fathers), and on the Sabbath you circumcise a man. 23 If a man receives 
circumcision on the Sabbath so that the Law of Moses will not be broken, are you 
angry with Me because | made an entire man well on the Sabbath? 24 Do not judge 
according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” 


25 So some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is this not the man whom they 
are seeking to kill? 26 Look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to 
Him. The rulers do not really know that this is the Christ, do they? 27 However, we 
know where this man is from; but whenever the Christ may come, no one knows 
where He is from.” 28 Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, “You 
both know Me and know where | am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He 
who sent Me Is true, whom you do not know. 29 | know Him, because | am from 
Him, and He sent Me.” 30 So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his 
hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 31 But many of the crowd 
believed in Him; and they were saying, “When the Christ comes, He will not perform 
more signs than those which this man has, will He?” 


32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, and the chief 
priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him. 33 Therefore Jesus said, “Fora 
little while longer | am with you, then | go to Him who sent Me. 34 You will seek Me, 
and will not find Me; and where | am, you cannot come.” 35 The Jews then said to 
one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find Him? He is not 
intending to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks, is He? 
36 What is this statement that He said, ‘You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and 
where | am, you cannot come’?” 


37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, 

saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in 
Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 
39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; 
for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:1-39 
NASB) 


WHOEVER 


believes, iy ume 


AS SCRIPTURE HAS SAID 
RIVERS OF LIVING WATER WILL FLOW 
FROM WITHIN THEM 


Jesus sated clearly that He would bring division among the people of God, and even 
among individual families. The passionate belief or denial of Jesus has fueled many 
an argument and disagreement (Matthew 10:34-36). The people of Jesus’ time 
were no different: 


(Division of People over Jesus) 


40 Some of the people therefore, when they heard these words, were sa a 


45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, 
“Why did you not bring Him?” 46 The officers answered, “Never has a man spoken 
the way this man speaks.” 47 The Pharisees then answered them, “You have not 
also been led astray, have you? 48 No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in 
Him, has he? 49 But this crowd which does not know the Law Is accursed.” 50 
Nicodemus (he who came to Him before, being one of them) *said to them, 51 “Our 
Law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows what he is 
doing, does it?” 52 They answered him, “You are not also from Galilee, are you? 

.” 53 [Everyone went to his 


home. (John 7:40-53 NASB) 


Jesus then demonstrates the amazing forgiveness of God, but tempers the 
forgiveness with the admonition- Go and sin no more! None of the crowd gathered 
to stone this adulterous woman were so confident of their own righteousness that 
they were willing to stand in judgment. This passage is the source of Bible trivia- it 
is the only record in Scripture of Jesus writing (verse 6): 


The Adulterous Woman 
8 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning He came again into 
the temple, and all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to 
teach them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees *brought a woman caught in adultery, 
and having set her in the center of the court, 4 they *said to Him, “Teacher, this 
woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now in the Law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?” 6 They were saying 
this, testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him 


.” 8 Again He stooped down and 
wrote on the ground. 9 When they heard it, they began to go out one by one, 
beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she 
was, in the center of the court. 10 Straightening up, Jesus said to her, 


.”] John 8:1-11 
NASB) 


The festivals surrounding eh Winter Solstice celebrate the beginning of longer days- 
the dark nights are giving way to the light. Jesus declared that he was the Light- 
the very Light of the world. Only through Jesus can we see things as they really are, 
and were created to be: 


(Jesus Is the Light of the World) 

12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “| am the Light of the world; he who 
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 13 So the 
Pharisees said to Him, “You are testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not 
true.” 14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if | testify about Myself, My 
testimony is true, for | know where | came from and where | am going; but you do 
not know where | come from or where | am going. 15 You judge according to the 
flesh; |am not judging anyone. 16 But even if | do judge, My judgment is true; for | 
am not alone in it, but | and the Father who sent Me. 17 Even in your law it has been 
written that the testimony of two men is true. 18 !am He who testifies about Myself, 
and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.” 19 So they were saying to Him, 
“Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if 
you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 20 These words He spoke in the 
treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had 
not yet come. 


21 Then He said again to them, “I go away, and you will seek Me, and will die in 
your sin; where | am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews were saying, “Surely 
He will not kill Himself, will He, since He says, ‘Where | am going, you cannot 
come’?” 23 And He was saying to them, “You are from below, | am from above; you 
are of this world, | am not of this world. 24 Therefore | said to you that you will die in 
your sins; for unless you believe that | am He, you will die in your sins.” 25 So they 
were saying to Him, “Who are You?” Jesus said to them, “What have | been saying 
to you from the beginning? 26 | have many things to speak and to judge concerning 


you, but He who sent Me Is true; and the things which | heard from Him, these | 
speak to the world.” 27 They did not realize that He had been speaking to them 
about the Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that |!am He, and / do nothing on My own initiative, but | speak these things 
as the Father taught Me. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me 
alone, for | always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 30 As He spoke these 
things, many came to believe in Him. (John 8:12-30 NASB) 


One of my favorite people at CDC was Wayman Turner. He was a source of wisdom 
and good-natured advice for all who would listen. In his office there were two wall 
hangings. One proclaimed - “Time Takes Things”, but my favorite was “The Truth 
Will Make You Free- But First It Will make You Miserable” (this is a quote from James 
a Garfield- https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/james_a_garfield_140609) The 
truth for most of us is a realization of how far we have fallen short of the glory of 
God (Romans 3:23) 


(The Truth Will Make You Free) 
31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, 


truth will make you free.” 33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham's descendants 
and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how Is it that You say, ‘You will 


become free’?” 


34 


. 37 | know 
that you are Abraham's descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has 
no place in you. 38 | speak the things which | have seen with My Father; therefore 
you also do the things which you heard from your father.” 


43 Why do 


you not understand what | am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44 
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there 
is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he 
is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because | speak the truth, you do not believe 
Me. 46 Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If | soeak truth, why do you not believe 
Me? 47 He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear 
them, because you are not of God.” 


48 The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “| do not have a demon; but | 
honor My Father, and you dishonor Me, 50 But | do not seek My glory, there is One 


who seeks and judges. 51 Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will 
never see death.” 52 The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. 
Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he 
will never taste of death.’ 53 Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, 
who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus 
answered, “If 1 glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of 
whom you say, ‘He is our God’; 55 and you have not come to know Him, but | know 
Him; and if | say that | do not know Him, | will be a liar like you, but |do know Him 
and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it 
and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, before 
Abraham was born, | am.” 59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but 
Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. (John 8:30-59 NASB) 


SO THE JEWS SAID TO HIM, 


“YOU ARE NOT YET FIFTY YEARS OLD, 
AND HAVE YOU SEEN ABRAHAM?” 
JESUS SAID TO THEM, 
“TRULY, TRULY, | SAY TO YOU, 
BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS, | AM.” 


November 4, 2019 John 9-10 


Only God could restore the sight of one born blind...or so many believed. Jesus was 
able to accomplish this since He was God- a Person of the Trinitarian God. He 
healed this one not only to demonstrate His divinity, but also to illustrate to His 
followers that blindness or other infirmity was not the result of someone else’s sin. 
Jesus then set in motion a sequence of events that reached the “good religious 


folks” the so-called leaders of the people. They promptly declared Jesus a “sinner” 
since He did not observe the Sabbath- or at least not in the fashion that they had 
prescribed! Even though, the restoration of sight to one born blind was an 
irrefutable and unmistakable “credential”! 


(Healing the Man Born Blind) 

As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” 3 Jesus 
answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of Him who 
sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 While | am in 
the world, | am the Light of the world.” 6 When He had said this, He spat on the 
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, 7 and said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went away 
and washed, and came back seeing. 8 Therefore the neighbors, and those who 
previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to sit 
and beg?” 9 Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is 
like him.” He kept saying, “| am the one.” 10 So they were saying to him, “How then 
were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man who is called Jesus made clay, 
and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so | went away and 
washed, and I received sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is He?” He *said, “I do 
not know.” (John 9:1-12 NASB) 


(Controversy over the Man) 

13 They *brought to the Pharisees the man who was formerly blind. 14 Now it was a 
Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also were asking him again how he received his sight. And he said to 
them, “He applied clay to my eyes, and 1 washed, and | see.” 16 Therefore some of 
the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God, because He does not keep 
the Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they *said to the blind 


man again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” And he said, 
“He is a prophet.” 


18 The Jews then did not believe it of him, that he had been blind and had received 
sight, until they called the parents of the very one who had received his sight, 19 
and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then 
how does he now see?” 20 His parents answered them and said, “We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but how he now sees, we do not know; or 
who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he Is of age, he will speak for 
himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 
had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out 
of the synagogue. 23 For this reason his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 


24 So a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, 

“Give glory to God; we know that this man Is a sinner.” 25 He then answered, 
“Whether He is a sinner, | do not know; one thing | do know, that though | was blind, 
now | see.” 26 So they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your 
eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I told you already and you did not listen; why do you 
want to hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?” 28 
They reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
He is from.” 30 The man answered and said to them, “Well, here is an amazing 
thing, that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. 31 We 
know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, 
He hears him. 32 Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, He could 
do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
teaching us?” So they put him out. (John 9:13-34 NASB) 
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Healed Man Gives Thanks 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media-library/images/pictures-of-jesus-blind- 
man-thanks-1138184?lang=eng 

Jesus then affirmed that he was God- He was the One promised by God in His 
covenant with the people- the One who would set the world free from sin through 
believing in Him: 


(Jesus Affirms His Deity) 


.” And he worshiped Him. 39 And Jesus 
said, “For judgment | came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, 
and that those who see may become blind.” 40 Those of the Pharisees who were 
with Him heard these things and said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” 41 
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 
‘We see,’ your sin remains. (John 9:35-41 NASB) 


Jesus explained that He was (and is!) the Good Shepherd. This was the beginning of 
several “| Am” statements of Jesus in John’s Gospel, reflective of the great “I Am” 
statement God gave to Moses. (Exodus 3:13-15) 


“It is used in the Gospel of John both with and without a predicate nominative. The 
seven occurrences with a predicate nominative that have resulted in some of the 
titles for Jesus are: 


| am the Bread of Life (John 6:35) 

| am the Light of the World (John 8:12) 

| am the Door (John 10:9) 

| am the Good Shepherd (John 10:11,14) 

| am the Resurrection and the Life john 11:25) 
| am the Way and the Truth and hs ne ae 14:6) 
lam the Vine (John 15:1,5)” (htt wikipedia.or 
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Jesus then states that he is the “Good Shepherd”, and that His flock- those that He 
has called, forgiven and blessed- will know His voice. How many times have | been 
thrilled to “hear from Jesus” in so many different ways! His voice is unmistakable 
and always affirming and blessing, and always consistent with Scripture! 


(Parable of the Good Shepherd) 
10 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the 


sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. 2 coe opens 


6 This figure of speech 


Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He 
had been saying to them. 


7 So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 
8 All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear 
them. 91am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in 
and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy, | 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 


“Tam the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall 
g0 in and out, and find pasture.” 


John 10:9 (KJV) 


11 “lam the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 
He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them. 13 He flees because he Is a hired hand and is not concerned 
about the sheep. 14 1am the good shepherd, and | know My own and My own know 
Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and | know the Father; and | lay down My life 
for the sheep. 16 / have other sheep, which are not of this fold; | must bring them 
also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one 


shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because | lay down My life so that 
| may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My 
own initiative. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up 
again. This commandment | received from My Father.” 


19 A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?” 21 
Others were saying, “These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon 
cannot open the eyes of the blind, can he?” (John 10:1-21 NASB) 


Jesus then plainly states that he is the Christ, the Messiah, the Redeemer of the 
world sent by God: 


(Jesus Asserts His Deity) 

22 At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 23 it was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon. 24 The Jews 
then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, “How long will You keep us in 
suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, 
and you do not believe; the works that | do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me. 
26 But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. 27 My sheep hear My 
voice, and |! know them, and they follow Me; 28 and | give eternal life to them, and 


they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. Aas 


MY SHEEP’ 


tee? 


AND I KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME. 
JOHN 10:27 
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31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I 
showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning 
Me?” 33 The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for 
blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Has it not been written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he 
called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 
broken), 36 do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 
‘You are blaspheming,’ because | said, ‘1 am the Son of God’? 37 If | do not do the 
works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if |do them, though you do not 
believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 39 Therefore they were seeking again to seize 
Him, and He eluded their grasp. 


40 And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first 
baptizing, and He was staying there. 41 Many came to Him and were saying, “While 
John performed no sign, yet everything John said about this man was true.” 42 Many 
believed in Him there. (John 10:22-42 NASB) 
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Jesus’ friend Lazarus was ill. Puzzlingly, wnen He heard Lazarus was sick Jesus 
stayed two days longer rather than rushing to Lazarus to heal him. Jesus intended 
for Lazarus’ resurrection to be a sign- not only of Jesus’ Resurrection to come, but of 
He power over death. When Lazarus arose from the dead, the hopes of the people 


who loved Jesus and the promise of eternal life suddenly became a reality instead of 
an abstract idea. Jesus had conquered death- and soon would conquer sin and 
death in His glorious Resurrection! 


(The Death and Resurrection of Lazarus) 

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet 
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 So the sisters sent word to Him, 
saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard this, He 
said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son 
of God may be glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place 
where He was. 7 Then after this He *said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 8 The disciples *said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to 
stone You, and are You going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the 
light is not in him.” 11 This He said, and after that He *said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep; but | go, so that |! may awaken him out of sleep.” 12 The 
disciples then said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now 
Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He was speaking of literal 
sleep. 14 So Jesus then said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and | am glad for 
your sakes that | was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him.” 16 
Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 
go, so that we may die with Him.” 
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17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off; 19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. 20 Martha 
therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary 
stayed at the house. 21 Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22 Even now | know that whatever You ask of God, 
God will give You.” 23 Jesus *said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha 
*said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 
Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live 
even If he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27 She *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; | have believed that You are the 
Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.” 


x said| to” her, 
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28 When she had said this, she went away and called Mary her sister, saying 
secretly, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she 
*got up quickly and was coming to Him. 


30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where 
Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and consoling 
her, when they saw that Mary got up quickly and went out, they followed her, 
supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Therefore, when Mary 


came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if 
You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus therefore saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was deeply moved 
in spirit and was troubled, 34 and said, “Where have you laid him?” They *said to 
Him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews were saying, “See how 
He loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not this man, who opened the 
eyes of the blind man, have kept this man also from dying?” 


45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, 
believed in Him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them the 
things which Jesus had done. (John 11:1-46 NASB) 


Even though Jesus was no real threat to the powers that existed in His world, the 
religious (and other) leaders still conspired against Him. Jesus was too radical, too 
dangerous, too likely to upset Rome, too likely to disturb the “pecking order”. Such 
a rebel must go- but the “leaders” moved carefully lest thos who loved Jesus rise up 
in rebellion against them! 


(Conspiracy to Kill Jesus) 
47 Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were 


saying, “What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. 48 eae 
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55 Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up to Jerusalem out of 
the country before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 So they were seeking for 
Jesus, and were saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you 
think; that He will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the 
Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where He was, he was to report it, 
so that they might seize Him. (John 11:47-57 NASB) 


This was the “golden opportunity” to seize Jesus- he had returned to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover. Perhaps they could arrange for someone to betray Him, or 
capture him at night away from the crowds, or both? 


Meanwhile Jesus, when dining with His friends, was anointed with costly perfume by 
Mary Magdelene, whom Jesus had befriended and accepted despite her checkered 
past and her sin. Mary did a beautiful thing in anointing the Lord, and this act of 
love is remembered wherever the Gospel stories are told. 


(Mary Anoints Jesus) 
12 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus 


was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, 
and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with 


. 7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so 


that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8 For you always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have Me.” 


9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not 


12:1-11 NASB) 


The Jesus triumphantly and bravely enters Jerusalem. He probably knew that His 
“public acclaim” would be short lived- those who were plotting against Him were 
persuasive enough to turn the cries of “Hosannah” to “Crucify Him’- and all within a 
week’s time! 


(Jesus Enters Jerusalem) 


12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard 


.” 14 Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat 


on it; as it is written, 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, 
seated on a donkey’s colt.” 16 These things His disciples did not understand at the 
first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were 
written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 17 So the people, who 
were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 
dead, continued to testify about Him. 18 For this reason also the people went and 
met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign. 19 So the Pharisees 
said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has 
gone after Him.” (John 12:12-19 NASB) 


The Greeks were interested in the “latest thing” both spiritually and intellectually, 
so it is logical that they sought out Jesus- perhaps He could shed light on some of 
the mysteries that they had pondered: 


(Greeks Seek Jesus) 

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the 
feast; 21 these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began 
to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip *came and *told Andrew; 
Andrew and Philip *came and *told Jesus. 23 And Jesus *answered them, saying, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, | say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this 
world will keep it to life eternal. 26 If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and 
where | am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor 
him. (John 12:20-26 NASB) 
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Once again Jesus explains that he was uniquely “born to die”. Not “to die” like all of 
us, but to die as a ransom for many, and once and for all (Matthew 20:28; 1 Timothy 
2:6; Romans 6:10; Hebrews 10:1-8) 


(Jesus Foretells His Death) 
27 “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall 1 say, ‘Father, save Me from 
this hour’? But for this purpose | came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” 

Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
29 


.” 30 Jesus answered 
and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes. 31 Now 
judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if | 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 But He was saying this 
to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 34 The crowd then answered 
Him, “We have heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever; and how 
can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So 
Jesus said to them, “For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you 
have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness 
does not know where he goes. 36 While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so 
that you may become sons of Light.” 


These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from them. 37 But 
though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing 
in Him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: “Lord, 
who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 
39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 “He has blinded 
their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes 
and perceive with their heart, and be converted and | heal them.” 41 These things 
Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 42 Nevertheless many 
even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not 
confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they 
loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God. 


44 And Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but 
in Him who sent Me. 45 He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me. 


47 If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, | do not judge 
him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He who rejects 
Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word | spoke is 
what will judge him at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on My own initiative, but 
the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say 
and what to speak. 50! know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the 
things | speak, | speak just as the Father has told Me.” (John 12:27-50 NASB) 
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Each communion celebration across the world is a remembrance- a remembrance f 
Jesus’ sacrifice until he comes again. The deepest prayers | have prayed have been 
almost without exception during the moments when I, too, sup with the Lord and 
enjoy the bread and juice (| am Methodist, after all!) The deepest joy and the most 
tears over a Lord’s Supper was in the kitchen at Camp Fortson during the Men’s 
Walk to Emmaus #22. | guess | finally realized what Jesus’ sacrifice really meant in 
a deep and personal way. It was a wonderful moment in the midst of a weekend of 
sacrificial service and fellowship. 


(The Lord’s Supper) 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that 
He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in 
the world, He loved them to the end. 2 During supper, the devil having already put 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from 
God and was going back to God, 4 *got up from supper, and *laid aside His 
garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. (John 13:1-4 NASB) 


Another location dear to my heart is the former Simpsonwood Campus of the UMC 
in Norcross, GA. During a Marriage Enrichment Retreat Dr. Mike Cavin led us ina 
“footwashing” ceremony where each spouse washed the other’s feet. It was a 
wonderful reminder of the humility and service that Jesus so perfectly modeled. 


(Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) 


12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the 
table again, He said to them, “Do you know what | have done to you? 13 You call Me 
Teacher and Lord; and you are right, forso lam. 14 If | then, the Lord and the 
Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For | gave 
you an example that you also should do as | did to you. 16 Truly, truly, | say to you, 
a Slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one 
who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 18 | do 
not speak of all of you. | know the ones | have chosen; but it is that the Scripture 
may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.’ 19 From 
now on! am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe that |! am He. 20 Truly, truly, | say to you, he who receives whomever | 
send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” (John 13:5- 
11 NASB) 


Why would anyone betray Jesus? Why, specifically, did Judas Iscariot betray Jesus? 
The “authoritative” source Wikipedia discusses this question at some length 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judas_ Iscariot). 


Was Judas a Zealot, 


(http://jwww.thenazareneway.com/holy_week/why did judas betray.htm) who tried 


to “force” Jesus to rise up as an earthly King and destroy the hated Romans who 
had occupied and subdued the Jews? 


Perhaps a more “spiritual” exploration of this question is found in the website 


GotQuestions.org (https://www.gotquestions.org/Judas-betray-Jesus.html): 


“In any case, Judas had the full capacity of making his choice—at least up to the 
point where “Satan entered into him” (John 13:27)—and God’s foreknowledge (John 
13:10, 18, 21) in no way supersedes Judas’ ability to make any given choice. Rather, 
what Judas would choose eventually, God saw as if it was a present observation, 
and Jesus made it clear that Judas was responsible for his choice and would be held 
accountable for it. “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me—one who is eating 
with me” (Mark 14:18). Notice that Jesus characterizes Judas’ participation as a 
betrayal. And regarding accountability for this betrayal Jesus said, “Woe to that man 
who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born” 
(Mark 14:21). Satan, too, had a part in this, as we see in John 13:26-27, and he, too, 
will be held accountable for his deeds. God in His wisdom was able, as always, to 
manipulate even Satan’s rebellion for the benefit of mankind. Satan helped send 
Jesus to the cross, and on the cross sin and death were defeated, and now God’s 


provision of salvation is freely available to all who receive Jesus Christ as Savior.” 


Jesus knew what was coming...surely He had seen or had at least heard about the 
agonizing punishment of crucifixion. (https://www.britannica.com/topic/crucifixion- 
capital-punishment) This punishment was reserved for the most severe and 
extreme crimes against the people or against Rome. 


Jesus also knew that one of His own would betray Him to the authorities. Who could 
imagine the pain of knowing that one who traveled, ate, helped to administer the 
Gospel and shared private moments with you could come to the point of betrayal? 
Even the steadfast Simon Peter wilted under the pressure of the tumultuous events 
to come. 


(Jesus Predicts His Betrayal) 


.” 28 Now no one of those reclining at the table knew 
for what purpose He had said this to him. 29 For some were supposing, because 
Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we have 
need of for the feast”; or else, that he should give something to the poor. 30 So 
after receiving the morsel he went out immediately; and it was night. 


31 Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus *said, Hin od i eo gory Hn 
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36 Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “Where 
! go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.” 37 Peter *said to Him, 


. (john 13:21-38 NASB) 


Judas Iscariot (right), retiring from the Last Supper, painting by Carl Bloch, late 19th 
century 


The Scripture that follows is often read at funerals and memorial services. It is 
particularly poingnant that Jesus said these words, knowing that He would leave 
them for a while. He reached out to comfort them, while He was the one most in 
need of comfort! 


(Jesus Comforts His Disciples) 


. 3 lf | go and prepare a place for you, | will come 
again and receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be also. 4 And you 
know the way where | am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know 


where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 ee 
(john 


14:1-6 NASB) 


“And if I go and prepare a Prace for 


you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” 


John 14:3 (K 


Jesus was now ready to openly declare what He had taught and revealed to His 
followers over the approximately three years of earthly ministry- he and the Father 


were “one”- they were unified in their deity, and were two of the three Persons of 
the Trinity: 


(Oneness with the Father) 


7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you 
know Him, and have seen Him.” 


8 Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus 
*said to him, “Have | been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, 
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The 
words that | say to you | do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in 
Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father is in Me; 


15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. (John 14:7-15 NASB) 


The Holy Spirit- soon to fill the disciples at Pentecost- was promised to Jesus’ 
followers: 


(Role of the Spirit) 
16 


In that day you will know that | am in My Father, and you in Me, and / in you. 21 He 
who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who 
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and /| will love him and will disclose Myself to 
him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has happened that You 
are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and 
said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, 
and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 24 He who does not love 
Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the 
Father’s who sent Me. 


25 “These things | have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that | said to you. 


28 You heard that | said to you, ‘I go away, and | will 
come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because | go to the Father, 
for the Father is greater than |. 29 Now | have told you before it happens, so that 
when it happens, you may believe. 30 | will not soeak much more with you, for the 
ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 31 but so that the world may 
know that | love the Father, | do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, /et 
us go from here. (John 14:16-31 NASB) 


“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” 


Jesus then continues teaching as to His nature- with several more “I Am” 
statements: 


(Jesus Is the Vine—Followers Are Branches) 

15 “lam the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that 
does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it 
so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which | 
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and 1 in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 51am 
the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and 1 in him, he bears much 
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is 
thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into 
the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved 
Me, | have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love; just as | have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in 


His love. 11 These things | have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full. (John 15:1-11 NASB) 
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John 15:5 


The commandment of Love is then given- the very heart and soul of the Gospel and 
its “new creation” of the world and those in it for whom Jesus is Lord: 


(Disciples’ Relation to Each Other) 

12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as | have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 
You are My friends if you do what | command you. 15 No longer do | call you slaves, 
for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends, 
for all things that | have heard from My Father | have made known to you. 16 You 
did not choose Me but | chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name He may give to you. 17 This | command you, that you love one another. (John 
15:12-17 NASB) 


Jesus cautions that “the world” will reject and hate them, just as they did Jesus. The 
coming of the Holy Spirit- the “Helper”, will be a comfort, a teacher, and a source of 
power: 


(Disciples’ Relation to the World) 

18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 If 
you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but | chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 20 
Remember the word that | said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will 
keep yours also, 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, 
because they do not know the One who sent Me. 22 If | had not come and spoken to 
them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He 
who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If | had not done among them the works 


which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and 
hated Me and My Father as well. 25 But they have done this to fulfill the word that is 
written in their Law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ 


(john 15:18-27 


NASB) 
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We must heed the warning of the Master..! He has seen and experienced the 
rejection and suffering that are integral to the walk we must undertake to be true 
disciples and committed followers. No one should be surprised at rejection- the 
world hated Him, and it will hate and reject those who bear His image as well. 


(Jesus’ Warning) 


. John 16:1-4 NASB) 


Were it not for the empowering and direction of the Holy Spirit, we would be truly 
powerless and lost, buffeted about like dry leaves in the wind. But the “pneuma” - 
Greek for wind- (please see 
ttps://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Lexicon.show/ID/G4151/ 
pneuma.htm) fills our sails and keeps us on course and we are empowered by the 
“dunamis”- the spiritual power that is ours through God’s Spirit (please see 


https://www.gotquestions.org/dunamis-meaning.html) 


(The Holy Spirit Promised) 

5 “But now 1am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ 6 But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
heart. 7 But | tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that | go away; 


=> 


12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 But 


. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore | said 
that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you. (John 16:5-15 NASB) 
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Jesus warned His disciples plainly several times (he knew that men are “hard of 
hearing”!) that He must undergo a trial, suffering and shameful death. Yet they 
were seemingly stunned in disbelief when these things actually happened! 


(Jesus’ Death and Resurrection Foretold) 

16 “A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you 
will see Me.” 17 Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What Is this thing 
He Is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and 
you will see Me’; and, ‘because | go to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What 
is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is talking about.” 19 
Jesus knew that they wished to question Him, and He said to them, “Are you 
deliberating together about this, that | said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me, 
and again a little while, and you will see Me’? 20 Truly, truly, | say to you, that you 
will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will 
be turned into joy. 21 Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour 
has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the 
anguish because of the joy that a child has been born into the world. 22 Therefore 
you too have grief now; but | will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy away from you. (John 16:16-22 NASB) 


We must be clear- Jesus is not promising that we will get “anything we ask”, but 
“anything in His Name” that we ask. We will ask for His will, His purpose, and for 
things that please Him. This is the result of the changed mind and the surrendered 
will. 


(Prayer Promises) 


25 “These things | have spoken to you in figurative language, an hour is coming 
when | will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but will tell you plainly of 
the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in My name, and ! do not say to you that | will 
request of the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father Himself loves you, because 
you have loved Me and have believed that | came forth from the Father. 28 | came 
forth from the Father and have come into the world; | am leaving the world again 
and going to the Father.” 


29 His disciples *said, “Lo, now You are speaking plainly and are not using a figure 
of speech. 30 Now we know that You know all things, and have no need for anyone 
to question You; by this we believe that You came from God.” 31 Jesus answered 
them, “Do you now believe? 32 Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, 
for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet |am 
not alone, because the Father is with Me, 33 These things | have spoken to you, so 
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; 
| have overcome the world.” (John 16:23-33 NASB) 


| HAVE TOLD YOU THESE THINGS, ~ 
SO THAT IN ME YOU MAY HAVE PEACE. f 
IN THIS WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TROUBLE. { 3 


BUT TAKE HEART! 


| HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD. 


Jesus then prays powerfully acting as a priest for His followers- he asks that God will 
bless and protect them as they carry the precious life-saving message of the Good 
News to the world. These followers will testify to the glorified Jesus, the Jesus who 
triumphed over sin and death. 


(The High Priestly Prayer) 


6 “Il have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; 
they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now 
they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the 
words which You gave Me | have given to them; and they received them and truly 
understood that | came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 | ask 
on their behalf; | do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have 
given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours 
are Mine; and | have been glorified in them. 11 1! am_no longer in the world; and yet 
they themselves are in the world, and | come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your 
name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 
12 While | was with them, | was keeping them in Your name which You have given 
Me; and | guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so 
that the Scripture would be fulfilled. (John 17:1-12 NASB) 


(The Disciples in the World) 

13 But now! come to You; and these things | speak in the world so that they may 
have My joy made full in themselves. 14 | have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as | am not of the 
world. 15 | do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the 
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as 1am not of the world. 17 Sanctify 
them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, | also have 
sent them into the world. 19 For their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they themselves 
also may be sanctified in truth. 


20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me 
through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and 
lin You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent 
Me. (John 17:13-21 NASB) 


(Their Future Glory) 

22 The glory which You have given Me | have given to them, that they may be one, 
just as We are one; 231 in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, 
so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have 
loved Me. 24 Father, | desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me 


where | am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved 
Me before the foundation of the world. 


25 “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet | have known 
You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and | have made Your name 
known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me 
may be in them, and / in them.” (John 17:22-26 NASB) 


“Father, I desire that they alo, 
whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am” 


John 17:24 
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- John 17:26 - 


Judas then betrays the Master. Some believe Judas was a Zealot, and was 
attempting to “force Jesus’ hand” to act as king of the earth and to establish an 
earthly kingdom, with Israel as the center. WE know from Jesus’ own words to Pilate 
that His kingdom was not “of this world” (verse 36) 


(Judas Betrays Jesus) 

18 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples over the 
ravine of the Kidron, where there was a garden, in which He entered with His 
disciples. 2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him, knew the place, for Jesus had 
often met there with His disciples. 3 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort 
and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, *came there with lanterns and 
torches and weapons. 4 So Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon 
Him, went forth and *said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered Him, 
“Jesus the Nazarene.” He *said to them, “Il am He.” And Judas also, who was 
betraying Him, was standing with them. 6 So when He said to them, “l am He,” they 
drew back and fell to the ground. 7 Therefore He again asked them, “Whom do you 
seek?” And they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus answered, “/ told you that |am 
He; so if you seek Me, let these go their way,” 9 to fulfill the word which He spoke, 
“Of those whom You have given Me | lost not one.” 10 Simon Peter then, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the 
slave’s name was Malchus. 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the 
sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, shall 1 not drink it?” (John 18:1-11 


NASB) 


yIhn 18:6 


(Jesus before the Priests) 

12 So the Roman cohort and the commander and the officers of the Jews, arrested 
Jesus and bound Him, 13 and led Him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 Now Caiaphas was the one who had 
advised the Jews that it was expedient for one man to die on behalf of the people. 


15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that disciple 
was known to the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court of the high 
priest, 16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, who was 
known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter 
in. 17 Then the slave-girl who kept the door *said to Peter, “You are not also one of 
this man’s disciples, are you?” He *said, “lam not.” 18 Now the slaves and the 
officers were standing there, having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they 
were warming themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and warming 
himself. 


19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples, and about His 
teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world; | always 
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and | 
spoke nothing in secret. 21 Why do you question Me? Question those who have 
heard what | spoke to them; they know what | said.” 22 When He had said this, one 


of the officers standing nearby struck Jesus, saying, “Is that the way You answer the 
high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If | have spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; 
but if rightly, why do you strike Me?” 24 So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the 
high priest. (John 18:12-24 NASB) 


(Peter’s Denial of Jesus) 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You 
are not also one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it, and said, “l am not.” 26 
One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one whose ear Peter cut 
off, *said, “Did | not see you in the garden with Him?” 27 Peter then denied it again, 
and immediately a rooster crowed. (John 18:25-27 NASB) 


(Jesus before Pilate) 

28 Then they *led Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was early; and 
they themselves did not enter into the Praetorium so that they would not be defiled, 
but might eat the Passover. 29 Therefore Pilate went out to them and *said, “What 
accusation do you bring against this Man?” 30 They answered and said to him, “If 
this Man were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him to you.” 31 So 
Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” 
The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death,” 32 to fulfill 
the word of Jesus which He spoke, signifying by what kind of death He was about to 


die. 


And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and *said to them, “I find 
no guilt in Him. 39 But you have a custom that | release someone for you at the 
Passover; do you wish then that | release for you the King of the Jews?” 40 So they 
cried out again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
(John 18:28-40 NASB) 


Christ before Pilate by James Tissot 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/john-18-33-37-a-different-kind-of-king_b 2166819 
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Only after viewing “The Passion of the Christ” did | have any idea how punishing 
and gory the “scourging” (verse 1) was. The Romans literally sliced open the skin 
on the back of the one punished with whips containing pieces of iron that chewed 
away at the skin like razors. Jesus was nearly spent and bled profusely during this 
ordeal. It is no wonder He stumbled when carrying the cross member of the cross to 
be used in His execution! 


(The Crown of Thorns) 

Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a 
crown of thorns and put it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; 3 and they 
began to come up to Him and say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to give Him slaps in 
the face. 4 Pilate came out again and *said to them, “Behold, | am bringing Him out 
to you so that you may know that | find no guilt in Him.” 5 Jesus then came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate *said to them, “Behold, the 
Man!” 6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, 
“Crucify, crucify!” Pilate *said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for | 
find no guilt in Him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He 
ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.” 


8 Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid; 9 and he 
entered into the Praetorium again and *said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do 
You not know that | have authority to release You, and | have authority to crucify 


You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been 
given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater 
sin.” 12 As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out 
saying, “If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes 
himself out to be a king opposes Caesar.” 


13 Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on 
the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 
Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And 
he *said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!” 15 So they cried out, “Away with Him, 
away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate *said to them, “Shall 1 crucify your King?” The 
chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” (John 19:1-15 NASB) 


Pilate knew that he was caving to the political and cultural/spiritual demands of his 
subjects when he allowed Jesus to be sacrificed and Bar Abbas released (Matthew 
27:17). Yet Pilate “washed his hands” of the whole affair and allowed the worst 
nature of the “leaders” of the day to do their evil work. Jesus was born to die- this 
was clearly God’s will- yet one cannot help but to put some of the blame for this 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God on Judas, Pilate and Herod. 


Evil seemed to win, the very Son of God was delivered to be killed, and Satan may 
have delighted and begun to triumph. The delight of Satan, though, was short lived 
as God and His Son showed that life and love triumph over sin and death. Jesus’ 


physical resurrection- the cornerstone of the Gospel message- was to become a 
reality in three short days. The Sign of Jonah was soon to be seen as prophetic of 
the One who conquered e and sin- once, and for all! 


(The Crucifixion) 
16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified. 


23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and 
made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, 
but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: 
“They divided My outer garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.” 
25 Therefore the soldiers did these things. 


28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill 
the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so 
they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to 
His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, 

(John 19:16-30 NASB) 


The broken body of the Lord was removed from the cross. The agony and deep 
sorrow of Mary was captured in the masterwork “La Pieta” 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piet%C3%A0 (Michelangelo) 


There was no need to break Jesus’ legs to hasten death by suffocation. Jesus was 
already dead..! 


(Care of the Body of Jesus) 

31 Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would 
not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked 
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 So the 
soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was 
crucified with Him; 


. 36 For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, “Not 
a bone of Him shall be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They shall 
look on Him whom they pierced.” 


8 


. John 19:31-42 


) 


The pinnacle of God’s grace and mercy, and the seal of the promise of eternal life 
with God was yet to be given. Jesus’ Resurrection marked the end of one era, and 
the beginning of the realization and fleshing out of the Kingdom of God! 


THE DEAD CHRIST 


Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as 
the manner of the Jews is to bury (ohn 19: 40) 


It is not the “empty tomb” that proves our faith- it is the presence of the Living Lord 
in all of us who bear His name! 


(The Empty Tomb) 

20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene *came early to the tomb, while 
it *was still dark, and *saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 So she 
*ran and *came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and 
*said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid Him.” 3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and 


they were going to the tomb. 4 The two were running together; and the other 
disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 5 and stooping and 
looking in, he *saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 And so 
Simon Peter also *came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he *saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 So the other 
disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and 
believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again 
from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes. 


17 Jesus *said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for | 
have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I 
ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene *came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He 
had said these things to her. (John 20:1-18 NASB) 


Mary Magdalene went and 
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John 20:48 


Unexpectedly and suddenly- Jesus appears! IT may have disappointed Jesus that 
His followers were so surprised to see Him again. had He not told them he would 
return? Had He not instructed them and given them faith in His goodness and the 
amazing goodness of God the Father? Yet we, like they, might have been so 
sorrowful, confused and full of despair that we, too would be found surprised by 
God’s grace and power. 


(Jesus among His Disciples) 

19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the 
doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had 
said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the 
Father has sent Me, | also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on 
them and *said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been 
retained.” 


24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But 
he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my 

finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe.” 


26 After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 
*came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27 Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My 
hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, 
but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 
Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are 
they who did not see, and yet believed.” (John 20:19-29 NASB) 


Joh then explains why his Gospel was written- so that we might believe! We believe 
when we trust our whole life and the deepest part of our selves to Him and trust 
Him for everything. 


Jesus said to him, 
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and yet have believed. 
John 20:29 
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(Why This Gospel Was Written) 

30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may 
have life in His name. (John 20:30-31 NASB) 


Jesus appears- several times. This was to assure His followers that he was truly the 
Conqueror of Death and that His teachings, life and ministry were authentic and 
reliable. 


(Jesus Appears at the Sea of Galilee) 

21 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of 
Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called 
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two 
others of His disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter *said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They *said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. 


4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus *said to them, “Children, you do not have 
any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” 6 And He said to them, “Cast the net 
on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch.” So they cast, and then 
they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish. 7 Therefore 
that disciple whom Jesus loved *said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was stripped for 
work), and threw himself into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the little 
boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards away, 
dragging the net full of fish. 


9 So when they got out on the land, they *saw a charcoal fire already laid and fish 
placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus *said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have now caught.” 11 Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large 


fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not 
torn. (John 21:1-11 NASB) 


Then Jesus eats fish and bread- assuring His followers- and us- that the Resurrection 
body is real. Certainly it is different from our earthly body so frail and fragile and 
prone to pain, diseases and aging. The “real us” will finally have a home in an 
imperishable body (1 Corinthians 15:53) 


(Jesus Provides) 

12 Jesus *said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples ventured 
to question Him, “Who are You?” knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus *came and 
*took the bread and *gave it to them, and the fish likewise. 14 This is now the third 
time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead. 
(John 21:12-14 NASB) 


Will we love the “sheep”- the flock that Jesus has trusted us with? He asks Peter 
three times to assure Peter the flock must be fed, nurtured and cared for in the 
most loving manner imaginable. 


(The Love Motivation) 

15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 
John, He *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that | 
love You.” He *said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16 
He *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know 
that | love You.” He *said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He *said to him the third 
time, 


(John 21:15- 


17 NASB) 


Do You Love Mr? 


Feed my banks 
Do You Love Mr 
= y Z =, 


At the end of the day- and the end of every day- we are in God’s hands. Shouldn’t 
we trust Him? Shouldn’t we love and serve Him? 


(Our Times Are in His Hand) 

18 Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and 
walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands 
and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” 19 
Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when 
He had spoken this, He *said to him, “Follow Me!” 


20 Peter, turning around, *saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the 
one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, “Lord, who is 
the one who betrays You?” 21 So Peter seeing him *said to Jesus, “Lord, and what 
about this man?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “If | want him to remain until | come, what is 
that to you? You follow Me!” 23 Therefore this saying went out among the brethren 
that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, 
but only, “If! want him to remain until | come, what is that to you?” 


at sit 


that *would be written. (John 21:18-25 NASB) 


November 9, 2019 Acts 1-3 


The Book of Acts should rightly be called the book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus told His followers to “wait”- a hard command for any of us since we like to go 
forward, see progress, and (especially in my case) see closure. 


Wikipedia does a good and balanced job of introducing this important record of the 
Acts of the Holy Spirit: “The Acts of the Apostles (Koiné Greek: Nod&etc AnootéAwvy, 
Praxeis Apostdlon; Latin: Actus Apostolorum), often referred to simply as Acts, or 
formally the Book of Acts, is the fifth book of the New Testament; it tells of the 
founding of the Christian church and the spread of its message to the Roman 
Empire. 


Acts and the Gospel of Luke make up a two-part work, Luke-Acts, by the same 
anonymous author, usually dated to around 80-90 AD. The first part, the Gospel of 
Luke, tells how God fulfilled his plan for the world's salvation through the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, the promised Messiah. Acts continues the 
story of Christianity in the 1st century, beginning with Jesus's ascension to Heaven. 
The early chapters, set in Jerusalem, describe the Day of Pentecost (the coming of 
the Holy Spirit) and the growth of the church in Jerusalem. Initially, the Jews are 
receptive to the Christian message, but later they turn against the followers of 
Jesus. Rejected by the Jews, the message is taken to the Gentiles under the 
guidance of the Apostle Peter. The later chapters tell of Paul's conversion, his 
mission in Asia Minor and the Aegean, and finally his imprisonment in Rome, where, 
as the book ends, he awaits trial. 


Luke-Acts is an attempt to answer a theological problem, namely how the Messiah 
of the Jews came to have an overwhelmingly non-Jewish church; the answer it 
provides is that the message of Christ was sent to the Gentiles because the Jews 
rejected it. Luke-Acts can also be seen as a defense of (or "apology" for) the Jesus 
movement addressed to the Jews: the bulk of the speeches and sermons in Acts are 
addressed to Jewish audiences, with the Romans serving as external arbiters on 
disputes concerning Jewish customs and law. On the one hand, Luke portrays the 
followers of Jesus as a sect of the Jews, and therefore entitled to legal protection as 
a recognized religion; on the other, Luke seems unclear as to the future God intends 
for Jews and Christians, celebrating the Jewishness of Jesus and his immediate 
followers while also stressing how the Jews had rejected God's promised Messiah.” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of the Apostles) 
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(Introduction) 
1 


of God. 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from 
Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 


6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this 
time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you 
to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest 
part of the earth.” (Acts 1:1-8 NASB) 


But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, 


and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. 


Acts 1:8 


Jesus ascended, just as He will descend again at His second coming- at the Mount of 
Olives: 

(The Ascension) 

9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, 
and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into 
the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 
11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way 
as you have watched Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11 NASB) 


Now that the disciples had their instructions to “wait”, they gathered in an Upper 
Room. The Feast of Pentecost was taking place, and faithful Jews from across the 
region were in attendance- exactly the right audience to witness the mighty acts of 
the Spirit of God: 


(The Upper Room) 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they 
went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and 
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14 These all with one 
mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 


15 At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (a gathering of about one 
hundred and twenty persons was there together), and said, 16 “Brethren, the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was 
counted among us and received his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man 
acquired a field with the price of his wickedness, and falling headlong, he burst 


open in the middle and all his intestines gushed out. 19 And it became known to all 
who were living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that field was called 
Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, 


‘Let his homestead be made desolate, 
And let no one dwell in it’; 


and, 
‘Let another man take his office.’ 


21 Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us— 22 beginning with the baptism of 
John until the day that He was taken up from us—one of these must become a 
witness with us of His resurrection.” 23 So they put forward two men, Joseph called 
Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, 
“You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, show which one of these two You have 
chosen 25 to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 
go to his own place.” 

. (Acts 1:12-26 NASB) 


Then the mighty acts of the Spirit began in very dramatic fashion: 


(The Day of Pentecost) 


2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 4 


AND THEY 
WERE ALL FILLED 
WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 


AND BEGAN TO SPEAK IN OTHER 
TONGUES AS THE SPIRIT GAVE 
THEM UTTERANCE. 


® Faithlife 


5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were 
bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how ts it that we each hear them in our own language to 
which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking 
of the mighty deeds of God.” 12 And they all continued in amazement and great 
perplexity, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others were 
mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.” (Acts 2:1-13 NASB) 


Peter, who had in cowardice denied Jesus three time, now was the picture of power- 
certainly not his power- but the power of the Spirit: 


(Peter’s Sermon) 

14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to 
them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and 
give heed to my words. 15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was spoken of through the 
prophet Joel: 


And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

And your young men shall see visions, 

And your old men shall dream dreams; 

18 Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, 

/ will in those days pour forth of My Spirit 

And they shall prophesy. 

19 ‘And | will grant wonders in the sky above 

And signs on the earth below, 

Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. 

20 ‘The sun will be turned into darkness 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come. 
21 ‘And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 


22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you 
by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in 
your midst, just as you yourselves know— 23 this Man, delivered over by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands 
of godless men and put Him to death. 24 But God raised Him up again, putting an 
end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 
25 For David says of Him, 


‘1 saw the Lord always in my presence; 

For He is at my right hand, so that | will not be shaken. 
26 ‘Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; 
Moreover my flesh also will live in hope; 

27 Because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

Nor allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 

28 ‘You have made known to me the ways Of life; 

You will make me full of gladness with Your presence.’ 


29 “Brethren, | may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 And so, because 
he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of 
his descendants on his throne, 31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of 
the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay. 
32 This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore 
having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father 
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and 
hear. 34 For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 


‘The Lord said to my Lord, 


“Sit at My right hand, 
35 Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’ 


(Acts 2:14-36 NASB) 


What were the marching orders? What were the newly empowered followers to do? 
They boldly began to establish the church- the very Bride of Christ- on the earth. 
His will could now be done “on earth, as it is in heaven” (Matthew 

(The Ingathering) 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, “ 


43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking 
place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and 
had all things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions 
and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day 
continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:37-47 NASB) 


And everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved. ... 
With many other words he warned 
them; and he pleaded with them, 
"Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation." Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and 
| about three thousand were added to 
their number that day. 
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Now the power of healing was entrusted with the followers of the Lord, and hey 
quickly made use of Jesus’ power- the very power of the Spirit- to heal and proclaim 
the Good News: 


(Healing the Lame Beggar) 


prayer. 2 And a man who had been lame from his mother's wom was being carried 


8 With a leap he stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the 
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw 
him walking and praising God; 10 and they were taking note of him as being the 
one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. (Acts 3:1-10 
NASB) 


Peter and John Heal a Lame b 


me Man 


Then Peter, an untrained speaker and certainly not a Rabbi- gave a second powerful 
sermon in the power of the Spirit: 


(Peter’s Second Sermon) 

11 While he was clinging to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them at 
the so-called portico of Solomon, full of amazement. 12 But when Peter saw this, he 
replied to the people, 


16 And on 
the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this 
man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given 
him this perfect health in the presence of you all. 


17 “And now, brethren, | know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did 
also. 18 But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 Therefore repent and 
return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ 
appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of 
all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient 
time. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 
brethren; to Him you shall give heed to everything He says to you. 23 And it will be 
that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from 
among the people.’ 24 And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from 
Samuel and his successors onward, also announced these days. 25 It is you who are 
the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, 
saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 
26 


.” (Acts 3:11-26 NASB) 


REPENT THEREFORE, AND TURN AGAIN, THAT 
YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, SO THAT THERE 


MAY COME TIMES OF REFRESHING 
FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, 


ACTS 3:19 


November 10, 2019 Acts 4-6 


The Sadducees - who were “sad you see” because they did not believe in the 
Resurrection- tested Jesus constantly. When Jesus’ disciples not only claimed belief 
in the Resurrection of Jesus (the firstborn from the dead -Colossians 1:18), but 
preached the Resurrection as truth and reality, they naturally objected. Who were 
these “riffraff” anyway who claimed to know more and believe differently that the 


“experts” (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadducees) 


(Peter and John Arrested) 

4 As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 
guard and the Sadducees came up to them, 2 being greatly disturbed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 
And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day, for it was 
already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and 
the number of the men came to be about five thousand. 


5 On the next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in 
Jerusalem, 6 and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and 
Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent. 7 When they had placed them 


in the center, they began to inquire, * 


.” (Acts 4:1-12 NASB) 


SALVATION-is found: ‘« 
in no-one else 3...” 
[but JESUS CHRIST], 
for there is no other name 


under heaven : 
giverto’mankind-. 
by whieh we:must 
be-saved.. - 
om Acts 4:12 


What a statement of belief and faith! Jesus was the ONLY way to be saved- no other 
“pathway” could accomplish this. The only recourse the authorities had was to 
threaten and temporarily imprison these bold witnesses, but after their release they 
showed their total reliance on the Holy Spirit by continuing to passionately and 
winningly proclaim the Gospel. The healing was real and verifiable, and the people 
had heard of it and were turning to the Lord in record numbers. The fire had been 
lit, and the powers and authorities could not put it out. 


(Threat and Release) 


. 17 But 
so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak 
no longer to any man in this name.” 18 And when they had summoned them, they 
commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 


21 When they had threatened them further, 
they let them go (finding no basis on which to punish them) on account of the 

people, because they were all glorifying God for what had happened; 22 for the man 
was more than forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed. 


SPEAK 


OF WHAT WE HAVE 


. oe a 


23 When they had been released, they went to their own companions and reported 
all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard 
this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, “O Lord, it is You who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the 
Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, 


‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

And the peoples devise futile things? 

26 ‘The kings of the earth took their stand, 
And the rulers were gathered together 
Against the Lord and against His Christ.’ 


27 For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant 
Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles 
and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
predestined to occur. 29 And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that 
Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, 30 while You extend 


Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy 
servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:13-31 NASB) 


The church in its formative years was a kind of “benevolent socialism”. Each gave 
according to their ability and means, and property was held in common. No longer 
did the believers rely on their “earthly treasures” for security or survival, but 
instead depended on each other and the generous provisions of the Lord! 


(Sharing among Believers) 


. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them 
all. 34 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of 
land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales 35 and lay them 
at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need. 


36 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the 


4:32-37 NASB) 


Ananias and Sapphira were not so generous with the proceeds of their land sale. 
Perhaps their shocking fate should be preached during stewardship campaigns...! 
“Pay the whole amount or die!”...what a catchy slogan. “The Lord loves a cheerful 
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7) doesn’t pack quite as much of a punch. 


(Fate of Ananias and Sapphira) 
5 


3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has 
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of 
the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in 
your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 


it. 6 The young men got up and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they 
buried him. 


7 Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and his wife came in, not 
knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter responded to her, “Tell me whether you 
sold the land for such and such a price?” And she said, “Yes, that was the price.” 9 
Then Peter said to her, “Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of 
the Lord to the test? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at 
the door, and they will carry you out as well.” 10 


12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among 
the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of 
the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high 
esteem. 14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, 
were constantly added to their number, 15 to such an extent that they even carried 
the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter 
came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them. 16 Also the people from 
the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who 
were Sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed. (Acts 5:5- 
16 NASB) 


Now the “green monster” of jealousy shows itself among the “good religious 
leaders” of the time. Unfortunately for them and their plans of eliminating or 
minimizing the threat to their power and position, the disciples had the power of 
God filling and directing them. No army could stand against such power. 


(Imprisonment and Release) 


Now when the high priest and his associates came, they called the Council together, 
even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison house for 
them to be brought. 22 But the officers who came did not find them in the prison; 
and they returned and reported back, 23 saying, “We found the prison house locked 
quite securely and the guards standing at the doors; but when we had opened up, 
we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple guard and the 
chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them as to what 
would come of this. 25 But someone came and reported to them, 


27 When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high 
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue 
teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and 
intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, 


(Acts 5:17-32 NASB) 


eae and the other i replied: 
“We must obey God 


rather than men!” 
Acts F247 


http://www, heartlight.org 


Gamaliel (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamaliel), the teacher of Saul 


(who was to become Paul), gave some wise advice. As far as Gamaliel was 
concerned, these “preachers” were simply fixated on one of the prophets or leaders 
that would soon fade into insignificance. Surely this Jesus and His followers should 
not be taken seriously- they Jews should just wait until the eventual loss of 
enthusiasm and interest had faded. Gamaliel- perhaps one of the wisest men at 
that time- couldn’t have been more wrong. He assumed these men were not of God. 
He wisely hedged his bets- stating that if this movement was of God then the 
leaders would be fighting with God Himself (verse 39). 


(Gamaliel’s Counsel) 

33 But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them. 
34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the 
people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short 
time. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with 
these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a 
group of about four hundred men joined up with him. But he was killed, and all who 
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas of 
Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some people after him; he 
too perished, and all those who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present 
case, | say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or 
action is of men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God.” 


40 They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41 So 
they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had 
been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus 
as the Christ. (Acts 5:33-42 NASB) 


The office of deacon was then created, in order to divide the duties of the church 
into service to the members of the body of Christ, and those who would serve as 
evangelists, teachers and preachers. Among these deacons was Stephen, whop was 
to die as the first recorded Christian martyr 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Stephen) 


(Choosing of the Seven) 

6 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose 
on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows 
were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. 2 


.” 5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; 
and Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they 
brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 


7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to 
increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming 
obedient to the faith. 


among the people 9 ut some mon from what was called the Synagogue of the. 
Hagel ere lel natal aay 10 But they were unable to cope with the 


wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly induced 
men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and 
against God.” 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and 
they came up to him and dragged him away and brought him before the Council. 13 
They put forward false witnesses who said, “This man incessantly speaks against 
this holy place and the Law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, 
will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us.” 15 
And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the 
face of an angel. (Acts 6:1-15 NASB) 
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Amazingly. Stephen was allowed to defend himself. Instead of placating the crowd, 
he boldly summarized the events of God’s dealing with His people leading to the 
crucifixion of Jesus, His Son. When the crowd gathered around Stephen heard these 
accusations, they were “cut to the quick”. Instead of falling down in sorrow and 
repentance, they acted in haste and anger and killed Stephen. Stephen, like his 
Lord, asked God’s forgiveness for those in the very act of stoning him to death: 


(Stephen’s Defense) 
The high priest said, “Are these things so?” 


2 And he said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our 
father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said 
to him, ‘Leave your country and your relatives, and come into the land that | will 
show you.’ 4 Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From 
there, after his father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now 
living. 5 But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, 
even when he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a 
possession, and to his descendants after him. 6 But God spoke to this effect, that 
his descendants would be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be enslaved 


and mistreated for four hundred years. 7 ‘And whatever nation to which they will be 
in bondage | Myself will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they will come out and 
serve Me in this place.’ 8 And He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so 
Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and 
Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. 


9 “The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet God was 
with him, 10 and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted him favor and 
wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made him governor over 
Egypt and all his household. 


11 “Now a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction with it, and 
our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in 
Egypt, he sent our fathers there the first time. 13 On the second visit Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family was disclosed to Pharaoh. 14 
Then Joseph sent word and invited Jacob his father and all his relatives to come to 
him, seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down to Egypt and there he and 
our fathers died. 16 From there they were removed to Shechem and laid in the 
tomb which Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor in 
Shechem. 


17 “But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to 
Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt, 18 until there arose another 
king over Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph. 19 It was he who took shrewd 
advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers so that they would expose their 
infants and they would not survive. 20 It was at this time that Moses was born; and 
he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was nurtured three months in his father’s 
home. 21 And after he had been set outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and 
nurtured him as her own son. 22 Moses was educated in all the learning of the 
Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds. 23 But when he was 
approaching the age of forty, it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of 
Israel. 24 And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he defended him 
and took vengeance for the oppressed by striking down the Egyptian. 25 And he 
supposed that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance 
through him, but they did not understand. 26 On the following day he appeared to 
them as they were fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, 
saying, ‘Men, you are brethren, why do you injure one another?’ 27 But the one who 
was injuring his neighbor pushed him away, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and 
judge over us? 28 You do not mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday, 
do you?’ 29 At this remark, Moses fled and became an alien in the land of Midian, 
where he became the father of two sons. 


30 “After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of 
Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning thorn bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he 
marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more closely, there came the 
voice of the Lord: 32 ‘1 am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob.’ Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look. 33 But the Lord 
said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground. 34 | have certainly seen the oppression of My people in 


Egypt and have heard their groans, and | have come down to rescue them; come 
now, and !| will send you to Egypt.’ 


35 “This Moses whom they disowned, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ 
is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the 
angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush. 36 This man led them out, performing 
wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for 
forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from your brethren.’ 38 This is the one who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on 
Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on 
to you. 39 Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated him and 
in their hearts turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will 
go before us; for this Moses who led us out of the land of Egypt—we do not know 
what happened to him.’ 41 At that time they made a calf and brought a sacrifice to 
the idol, and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and 
delivered them up to serve the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the 
prophets, ‘It was not to Me that you offered victims and sacrifices forty years in the 
wilderness, was it, O house of Israel? 43 You also took along the tabernacle of 
Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the images which you made to worship. | 
also will remove you beyond Babylon.’ 


44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who 
spoke to Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had seen. 
45 And having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in with Joshua upon 
dispossessing the nations whom God drove out before our fathers, until the time of 
David. 46 David found favor in God’s sight, and asked that he might find a dwelling 
place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. 48 
However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the 
prophet says: 


49 ‘Heaven is My throne, 

And earth is the footstool of My feet; 

What kind of house will you build for Me?’ says the Lord, 
‘Or what place is there for My repose? 

50 ‘Was it not My hand which made all these things?’ 


(Acts 7:1-53 NASB) 


The amazing power of the Spirit is seen vividly in Stephen, who died seeing the Lord 
in glory. 


(Stephen Put to Death) 
54 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing 
their teeth at him. 55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven 


and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56 and he 
said, 


57 But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and 


rushed at him with one impulse. 58 When they had driven him out of the city, they 
began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 


asleep. (Acts 7:54-60 NASB) 
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Sal of Tarsus, disciple of Gamaliel, was present and approved this stoning of one 
who had become a part of what was to be called “The Way” (Acts 19:9; 23; 24:14). 
God would later make the surprising and seemingly unbelievable choice of this 
persecutor of the church to become its strongest defender and missionary 
evangelist. 


(Saul Persecutes the Church) 
8 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. 


And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and 
they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. 2 Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. 
3 But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off 
men and women, he would put them in prison. (Acts 8:1-3 NASB) 


Meanwhile the disciples, who had been scattered (), reached out everywhere with 
the powerful message of the Good News. Philip decided to go to Samaria, a nearby 


region of “half Jews” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans) to preach the 
Gospel. 


(Philip in Samaria) 

4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip 
went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 6 The 
crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they 
heard and saw the signs which he was performing. 7 For in the case of many who 
had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and 
many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there was much 
rejoicing in that city. 
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9 Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the 
city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; 10 and 
they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, “This man 
is what Is called the Great Power of God.” 11 And they were giving him attention 
because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. 12 But when 
they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 13 Even 


Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and 
as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. 


14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word 
of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of 
them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they 
began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. 18 Now 
when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that 
everyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to 


have said may come upon me.” (Acts 8:4-24 NASB) 


An Ethiopian was traveling to Jerusalem to worship, and encountered Philip. The 
Ethipian asked Philip to explain the passage in Isaiah 53- a prophesy of Jesus- and 
Philp explained God’s plan of salvation through Jesus to him. He immediately 
desired to be baptized, which Philip did- and then Philip mysteriously disappeared 
“the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away” (verse 39). This amazing “transport” is 
recorded in a few other places in Scripture (please see 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/acts-8- 


39. html) 


(An Ethiopian Receives Christ) 

25 So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they 
started back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the 
Samaritans. 


that descends rom Jerusalem to Gaza." (This 3 desert road) 2780 he got Up and 


went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to 
worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” 30 
Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “Well, how could I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 
passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: 


“He was led as a sheep to slaughter; 

And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

So He does not open His mouth. 

33 “In humiliation His judgment was taken away; 

Who will relate His generation? 

For His life is removed from the earth.” (quoting Isaiah 53:7-8) 


34 The eunuch answered Philip and said, “Please tell me, of whom does the prophet 


” 37 [And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, 
you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.”] 38 And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the 
water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 


. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he 
came to Caesarea. (Acts 8:25-40 NASB) 
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An amazing transformation takes place only possible with God (for whom all things 
are possible-Matthew 19:26). The very persecutor of the church now becomes a 
great evangelist, preacher and church planter. Paul was chosen by God as His 
person to spread the Gospel and plant churches. In some ways, except for Saul’s 
zealousness against the church, this is a purely logical choice. Saul- who became 
Paul- was intelligent, highly educated, multilingual, a Pharisee, and a “large” 
personality with amazing physical endurance and unshakeable faith. This was 


God’s choice, however surprising this choice was to those already confirmed in the 
faith (notice Ananias’ objections to Saul in verse 13): 


(The Conversion of Saul) 


pe 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 


10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him 
ina vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here 1am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, 
“Get up and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a 
man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a 

man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his 


sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, 


ede em ae 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and 


after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately there fell from his 
eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was 
baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened. (Acts 9:1-19a NASB) 


As if further demonstration of God’s miraculous transforming power were needed, 
Paul begins to preach the Gospel (and later write letters to the churches that he 
plants across the world) 

(Saul Begins to Preach Christ) 

Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus, 20 and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son 
of God.” 21 All those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this 
not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had 
come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But 
Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus 
by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 


23 When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, 24 
but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day and 
night so that they might put him to death; 25 but his disciples took him by night and 
let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket. 


26 When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but 
they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas 
took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had 
seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he 
had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 And he was with them, moving 
about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he 
was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put 


him to death. 30 But when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down to 
Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus. 


31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, 
being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, it continued to increase. (Acts 9:19b-31 NASB) 
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The gifts of the Holy Spirit included healing- the disciples were empowered top heal 
and add to the testimony of the coming of the King and the establishment of the 
new covenant with mankind: 


(Peter’s Ministry) 

32 Now as Peter was traveling through all those regions, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been 
bedridden eight years, for he was paralyzed. 34 Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus 
Christ heals you; get up and make your bed.” Immediately he got up. 35 And all 
who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 


36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is 
called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which 
she continually did. 37 And it happened at that time that she fell sick and died; and 
when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was 
near Joppa, the disciples, having heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him, 
imploring him, “Do not delay in coming to us.” 39 So Peter arose and went with 
them. When he arrived, they brought him into the upper room; and all the widows 
stood beside him, weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas 
used to make while she was with them. 40 But Peter sent them all out and knelt 
down and prayed, and turning to the body, he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she 
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand 


many days in Joppa with a tanner named Simon. (Acts 9:32-43 NASB) 


The vision given to Peter has sometimes been interpreted as canceling the dietary 
laws set forth by God in the Old Testament. Some argue that the vision is plainly 
about people- not food- as revealed in verse 28 in Chapter 10 of Acts (please see 
http://www.americantorah.com/2018/11/20/white-sheets-creepy-crawlies-and- 


unclean-people/). Whatever he interpretation, it is clear that God was instructing 
Peter (and us) that the Good news is not to be confined to one people, but is for 
everyone everywhere! 


(Cornelius’s Vision) 

10 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was 
called the Italian cohort, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his 
household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God 
continually. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of 
God who had just come in and said to him, “Cornelius!” 4 And fixing his gaze on him 
and being much alarmed, he said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your 
prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 Now dispatch some 
men to Joppa and send for a man named Simon, who is also called Peter; 6 he is 
staying with a tanner named Simon, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel 
who was speaking to him had left, he summoned two of his servants and a devout 
soldier of those who were his personal attendants, 8 and after he had explained 
everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. 


9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became hungry and was 
desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; 11 
and he *saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, 
lowered by four corners to the ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four- 
footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. 13 A voice 
came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, 
for | have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” 15 Again a voice came to him 
a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 16 This 
happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky. 


17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he 
had seen might be, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked 
directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the gate; 18 and calling out, they were 
asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there. 19 While Peter 
was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking 
for you. 20 But get up, go downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for | 
have sent them Myself.” 21 Peter went down to the men and said, “Behold, | am the 
one you are looking for; what is the reason for which you have come?” 22 They 
said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man well spoken of by the 
entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for you to 
come to his house and hear a message from you.” 23 So he invited them in and 
gave them lodging. (Acts 10:1-23a NASB) 


Since the disciples were able to heal and seemingly work miracles at will, some 
interpreted this as a sign that the disciples were “gods” in some sense. Peter was 
quick to correct this mistaken impression: 


(Peter at Caesarea) 


27 As he talked with him, he entered and *found many people assembled. 28 And 
he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to 
associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that | should 
not call any man unholy or unclean. 29 That is why | came without even raising any 
objection when | was sent for. So | ask for what reason you have sent for me.” 


30 Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, | was praying in my house during the 
ninth hour; and behold, a man stood before me in shining garments, 31 and he 
*said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been 
remembered before God. 32 Therefore send to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also 
called Peter, to come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon the tanner by the 
sea.’ 33 So! sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. 


(Acts 10:23b-33 NASB) 


Peter then spoke of the remarkable gift of the Spirit, and of salvation now being 
made possible for all persons: 


(Gentiles Hear Good News) 
34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: 


Fan a ea enti 39 We are witnesses of all the things He did both in 


the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him 
on across. 40 God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become 
visible, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by 
God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And 
He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One 
who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 43 Of Him all 
the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him 
receives forgiveness of sins.” 


Then Peter began to speak: 
“I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism but accepts from every nation 
the one who fears him and ¢ Nhat is 


. Then they asked him to 


stay on for a few days. (Acts 10:34-48 NASB) 
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One of the most important issues facing the infant church was the division between 
converted Jews and the Gentiles. The specific issue of circumcision was a focus 
since almost all Gentiles were uncircumcised. God made it exceedingly clear to 
Peter that all persons are equally valued and in need of the Gospel. All persons 
should be included in the church, with no “special requirements” to adhere to the 
Jewish religious practices: 


(Peter Reports at Jerusalem) 

11 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the 

Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to 

Jerusalem, those who were circumcised took issue with him, 3 saying, 
4 But Peter began speaking and proceeded 


uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 
to explain to them in orderly sequence, saying, 5 cn ie a gret shoe lowered by 


behold, at that moment three men appeared at the house in which we were staying, 
having been sent to me from Caesarea. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them 
without misgivings. These six brethren also went with me and we entered the man’s 
house. 13 And he reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, 
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; 
14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your 
household.’ 15 And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did 
upon us at the beginning. 16 And | remembered the word of the Lord, how He used 
to say, ‘john baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 
Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they 
heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God has 
granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.” (Acts 11:1-18 NASB) 
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It is at Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. Before they were an 
unnamed subgroup of the Jews and Gentiles called “followers of the Way” )please 
see https://www.gotquestions.org/the-Way.html) 


(The Church at Antioch) 

19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in 
connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, 
speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But there were some of them, 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks 
also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
large number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The news about them reached 
the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 23 Then 
when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to 
encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; 24 for he was a 


good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were 
brought to the Lord. 25 And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; 26 and when he had 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the 
church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch. 


27 Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One 
of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there 
would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign 
of Claudius. 29 And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of 
them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. 
30 And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders. ((Acts 
11:19-30 NASB) 


The authorities desperately tried to stop or slow the spread of this new faith. Jesus 
warned His followers many times that persecution was inevitable, so we should not 
be surprised that the history of the church reflects such persecution. This 
persecution is still a reality today (https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian- 
persecution/) 


(Peter’s Arrest and Deliverance) 

12 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the 
church in order to mistreat them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to 
death with a sword. 3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 
Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 When he had seized 
him, he put him in prison, delivering him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people. 5 So Peter was kept 
in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God. 


6 On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were 
watching over the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared 
and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him up, saying, 
“Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Gird 
yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he *said to him, “Wrap your 
cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and continued to follow, and 
he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he 
was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and second guard, they 
came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and 
they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel departed from 
him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now | know for sure that the Lord 
has sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that 
the Jewish people were expecting.” 12 And when he realized this, he went to the 
house of Mary, the mother of John who was also called Mark, where many were 
gathered together and were praying. 13 When he knocked at the door of the gate, a 
servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, 
because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter 
was standing in front of the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind!” 
But she kept insisting that it was so. They kept saying, “It is his angel.” 16 But Peter 
continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were 


amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them 
how the Lord had led him out of the prison. And he said, “Report these things to 
James and the brethren.” Then he left and went to another place. 


18 Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among the soldiers as to 
what could have become of Peter. 19 When Herod had searched for him and had 
not found him, he examined the guards and 

. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and was spending time 
there. (Acts 12:1-19 NASB) 


Herod (and the house of Herod) was counted among the most active and vehement 
enemies of the Church. The Herod in power when Jesus was born (Herod the Great) 
ordered the slaughter of all male infants less than 2 years old 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod the Great), and the Herod when Jesus was 


crucified by the Romans applauded this removal of what he though was his vowed 
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Massacre of the Innocents 


by Julius Schnorr von Karolsfeld, 1860 — 


(Death of Herod) 

20 Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon; and with one accord 
they came to him, and having won over Blastus the king’s chamberlain, they were 
asking for peace, because their country was fed by the king’s country. 21 On an 
appointed day Herod, having put on his royal apparel, took his seat on the rostrum 
and began delivering an address to them. 22 The people kept crying out, “The voice 
of a god and not of a man!” 23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 
because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died. 


24 But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. 
25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their 


mission, taking along with them John, who was also called Mark. (Acts 12:20-25 
NASB) 


AGHhS 223\2:4- NKIV 


One of Pauls’ greatest gifts and calling was to plant churches across the known 
world. His pattern was simple and practical- he would start by visiting the 
synagogues or other gathering places, talk and preach (if allowed or appropriate) 
about the Gospel, and rely on the power of the Spirit to convict his hearers of the 


truth he was sharing with them. (please see https://edstetzer.com/2017/07/paul- 

the-church-planter/). He then would build a church on the core of faithful believes 
and converts, and would shepherd them along - many times writing letter to them 
that are preserved for us as the “letters” of the new Testament. 


(First Missionary Journey) 


When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a 
magician, a Jewish false prophet whose name was Bar-/esus, 7 who was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence. This man summoned Barnabas and 
Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the magician (for so his 
name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from 
the faith. 


Sent off on their new assignment by the 
Holy Spirit, Barnabas and Saul went down 
to Seleucia and caught a ship for Cypru 


AS heartighior 


13 Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos and came ao Perga in 
Pamphylia; but John left them and returned to Jerusalem. 14 But going on from 
Perga, they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the Sabbath day they went into the 
synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets the 
synagogue Officials sent to them, saying, “Brethren, if you have any word of 
exhortation for the people, say it.” 16 Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand 
said, 


“Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 17 The God of this people Israel chose 
our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and 
with an uplifted arm He led them out from it. 18 For a period of about forty years He 
put up with them in the wilderness. 19 When He had destroyed seven nations in the 
land of Canaan, He distributed their land as an inheritance—all of which took about 
four hundred and fifty years. 20 After these things He gave them judges until 
Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the 
son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 After He had 
removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He also 
testified and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who 
will do all My will.’ 23 From the descendants of this man, according to promise, God 
has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, 24 after John had proclaimed before His 
coming a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And while John was 
completing his course, he kept saying, ‘What do you suppose that !am? / am not 
He. But behold, one is coming after me the sandals of whose feet | am not worthy to 
untie.’ 


26 “Brethren, sons of Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God, to us 
the message of this salvation has been sent. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are 
read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. 28 And though they found 


no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed. 29 When 
they had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from 
the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for 
many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And we preach to you 
the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled this 
promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second 
Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today i have begotten You.’ 34 As for the fact that He 
raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to decay, He has spoken in this 
way: ‘| will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 35 Therefore He also says 
in another Psalm, ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’ 36 For David, 
after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was 
laid among his fathers and underwent decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not 
undergo decay. 38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him everyone who believes 
is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of 
Moses. 40 Therefore take heed, so that the thing spoken of in the Prophets may not 
come upon you: 


41 ‘Behold, you scoffers, and marvel, and perish; 
For |! am accomplishing a work in your days, 
A work which you will never believe, though someone should describe it to you.’” 


42 As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people kept begging that these things 
might be spoken to them the next Sabbath. 43 Now when the meeting of the 
synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and of the God-fearing proselytes 
followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging them to continue 
in the grace of God. (Acts 13:1-43 NASB) 


Paul extended his invitation to salvation and new life to the gentiles as well as the 
Jews. He explained to the Jews that opposed him that God had offered them 
salvation through Jesus first, but that many of God’s own people had rejected Jesus 


(Paul Turns to the Gentiles) 

44 The next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of the Lord. 
45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began 
contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. 46 Paul and 
Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be 
spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 
life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, 


‘1 have placed You as a light for the Gentiles, 
That You may bring salvation to the end of the earth.’” 


48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the 
Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word 
of the Lord was being spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the 
devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But 
they shook off the dust of their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 


(Acts 
13:44-52 NASB) ; 
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November 14, 2019 Acts 14-16 


Division and rancor- these subjects could be literally torn from the headlines today. 
Political divisions, extreme polarization, and demonization of opponents are nothing 
new. The unconvinced and unconverted Jews tried diligently to embitter the people 
they had contact with against the new “Way”- and the Lordship and Messiahship of 
Jesus. They were successful in nearly inciting a riot- they had the brave evangelists 
stoned at one point, but the faithful preachers still proclaimed the Gospel. Paul and 
Barnabas were faithful and undeterred! 


(Acceptance and Opposition) 
14 In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a 
manner that a large number of people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks. 


3 Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with 


reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that 
signs and wonders be done by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were 


divided; and some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles. 5 ‘orm 


ee 


So dramatic and unexpected was the healing of the cripple at Lystra that the people 
witnessing this healing though the disciples to be “gods”! 


8 At Lystra a man was sitting who had no strength in his feet, lame from his 
mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9 This man was listening to Paul as he 


spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze on him and had seen that he had faith to be 
made well, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he leaped 
up and began to walk. 11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised 
their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and 
have come down to us.” 12 And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, 
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple 
was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to 
offer sacrifice with the crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard 
of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out 15 and saying, 
“Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, 
and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living 
God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In 
the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; 17 and 
yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you 
rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and 
gladness.” 18 Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds 
from offering sacrifice to them. 


19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 20 But 
while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day 
he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 After they had preached the gospel to 
that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and 
to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God.” 23 When they had appointed elders for them in every church, 
having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed. 


They preached 
the good news in that city 
and won a large number of 
disciples. 


Then returned .,.. 
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to remain true 


to the faith. 


24 They passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia. 25 When they had spoken 
the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to Antioch, 
from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they 
had accomplished. 27 When they had arrived and gathered the church together, 
they began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they spent a long time with the 
disciples. (Acts 14:1-28 NASB) 


The seriousness of the division in the church over the requirement that one come to 
Jesus THROUGH Judaism- and its attendant practices- as opposed to simply 
accepting the Lord as Savior- almost divided the church irreparably. One of the 
great miracles of the Spirit is that unity and compromise were achieved despite the 
bitterness and seemingly endless stubbornness of the “Judaizers”- primarily led by 
the Pharisees. 


(The Council at Jerusalem) 


6 The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. 7 After there 
had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that 
in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
would hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, 
testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and 


12 All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they 
were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the 
Gentiles. (Acts 15:1-12 NASB) 


James, the brother of Jesus and a powerful and influential leader of the church in 
Jerusalem, spoke words of unity to the divided church. He quoted Amos 9:11-12 to 
support the inclusion of Gentiles as equals, as explained in the Enduring Word 
commentary on Acts 15 (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-15/ ) “1 
will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down: When 
James quoted the prophecy in Amos 9:11-12 about rebuilding the fallen tabernacle 
of David, he remembered that the Judaism of his day had fallen down in the sense 


that it had rejected its Messiah. Now God wanted to rebuild that work, focusing ona 
church made up of both Jew and Gentile.” 


(lames’s Judgment) 

13 After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to 
me. 14 Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from 
among the Gentiles a people for His name. 15 With this the words of the Prophets 
agree, just as it is written, 


16 ‘After these things | will return, 

And | will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, 

And | will rebuild its ruins, 

And | will restore it, 

17 So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 

And all the Gentiles who are called by My name,’ 

18 Says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago. (Quoting Amos 
9:11-12) 


19 Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God 
from among the Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them that they abstain from 
things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and 
from blood. 21 For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who 
preach him, since ne is read in the synagogues every Sabbath. 


Ries cee ap ae 
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22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to 
choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas—Judas 
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren, 23 and they sent this 
letter by them, 


“The apostles and the brethren who are elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings. 


24 “Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction 
have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, 25 it seemed good to us, 
having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 27 “Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also 


report the same things by word of mouth. 28 an these essentials 29 that you 


ee 


30 So when they were sent away, they went down to Antioch; and having gathered 
the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 When they had read it, they 
rejoiced because of its encouragement. 32 Judas and Silas, also being prophets 
themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message. 33 
After they had spent time there, they were sent away from the brethren in peace to 
those who had sent them out. 34 [But it seemed good to Silas to remain there.] 35 


aioe t rea ae (Acts 15:13-35 NASB) 


Paul then was convicted to begin a second missionary journey, and after a dispute 
chose Silas to accompany him on this journey of evangelism and church planting. 


(Second Missionary Journey) 
36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brethren in 


every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” a 


bythe retro the grace othe (Acts 15:36-41 NASB) 


The Holy Spirit then gave instructions to Paul: 1) to avoid “Asia” (verse 6), and 2) to 
travel to Macedonia (Greece)- as described in verse 9. Paul followed the prompting 
of the Spirit, and had great success there. The first recorded European convert- 
Lydia- is described in the part of Scripture. She would be the center of leadership 
and church supervision for the newly formed body of believers- showing us again 
that God is not a “respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34) 


(The Macedonian Vision) 

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, 
the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, 2 and he 
was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium. 3 


this man to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews 
who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 Now while 
they were passing through the cities, they were delivering the decrees which had 
been decided upon by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem, for them to 
observe. 5 So the churches were being strengthened in the faith, and were 
increasing in number daily. 


6 They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; 7 and after they came to Mysia, they were 
trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; 8 and passing 
by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man 
of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, immediately we sought 
to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. 


11 So putting out to sea from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and on 
the day following to Neapolis; 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city 
of the district of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for 
some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, 
where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down 
and began speaking to the women who had assembled. (Acts 16:1-13 NASB) 


(First Convert in Europe) 

14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a 
worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the 
things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household had been baptized, she 
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 


What follows is a parable of sorts. A “slave girl”- apparently filled with a Spirit of 
prophesy, cries out to Paul and Silas and accurately describes them as “servants of 
the Most High God”. Paul, seeing that this girl was being exploited for monetary 
gain by her masters, commands the spirit to leave her- and it does. When the 
“masters” discovered their source of revenue had been eliminated, they roused the 
people against Paul and Silas, ultimately having them arrested (verse 20-24). 


16 It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl having a 
spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit by fortune- 
telling. 17 Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, “These men are 
bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of 
salvation.” 18 She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly 
annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “| command you in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her!” And it came out at that very moment. 


19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul 
and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the authorities, 20 and 
when they had brought them to the chief magistrates, they said, “These men are 
throwing our city into confusion, being Jews, 21 and are proclaiming customs which 
it is not lawful for us to accept or to observe, being Romans.” (Acts 16:14-19 NASB) 


(Paul and Silas Imprisoned) 

22 The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their 
robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. 23 When they 
had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the 
jailer to guard them securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw 
them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 


25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 26 and suddenly there came a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and 
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 
When the jailer awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!” 29 And he 
called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and 
Silas, 30 and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” 
(Acts 16:22-30 NASB) 


Verse 26 of Acts 16 is the basis of one of the sermons | have been privileged to 
deliver on several occasions. As Pastor Chris Aikens 
(https://newlifepraisecenter.com/) points out, midnight is sometimes the very end of 
something (in this case, a day) and the very beginning of something new! Often we 
find ourselves needing to “reset” or start over, to tackle our issues or besetting 
problems with a new vision, and a new inspiration from the Lord. Paul and Silas 
were at the end of their imprisonment, for right at midnight they were delivered by 


a miraculous intervention by God, as an earthquake quickly changed everything! 


| About midnight Paul and 
» Silas were praying and 


singing hymns to God, 

and the other prisoners 

were listening to them. 
Acts 16:25 


One of the miraculous results of that “heavenly earthquake” was the conversion of 
the jailer and his whole family! Instead of killing himself- he knew the punishment 


for allowing prisoners to escape- he asked the most important question “What must 
| do to be saved?” 


(The Jailer Converted) 

31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who 
were in his house. 33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed 
their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household. 34 And 
he brought them into his house and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, 
having believed in God with his whole household. 


35 Now when day came, the chief magistrates sent their policemen, saying, 
“Release those men.” 36 And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The 
chief magistrates have sent to release you. Therefore come out now and go in 
peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us in public without trial, men 
who are Romans, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they sending us 
away secretly? No indeed! But let them come themselves and bring us out.” 38 The 
policemen reported these words to the chief magistrates. They were afraid when 
they heard that they were Romans, 39 and they came and appealed to them, and 
when they had brought them out, they kept begging them to leave the city. 40 They 
went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia, and when they saw the 
brethren, they encouraged them and departed. (Acts 16:31-40 NASB) 


November 15, 2019 Acts 17-19 


Paul’s pattern- to find believers already meeting in a synagogue, and then speaking, 
reasoning and teaching from the Scriptures about Jesus being the Messiah. Many 
were led to belief and trust in the Lord through Paul’s (and the Holy Spirit’s) power 
and efforts. WE remember that the Scripture teaches that “faith comes by hearing” 
(Romans 10:17)- then, now and always. Then and now there is inevitable opposition 
to the preaching of the Word of God (verses 5-9) 


(In Thessalonica) 

When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, 
Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise 
from the dead. “This Jesus |am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he said. 4 Some 
of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of Goa- 
fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 


5 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s 
house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But 
when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before 
the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world 
have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all 
defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 
When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 


Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. (Acts 17:1-9 
NASB) 


Perhaps the believers in Thessalonica thought Paul would fare better with the 
people of Berea. The Scriptures attest to the thoughtfulness and scholarly approach 
to faith of the Bereans: 


(In Berea) 

10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On 
arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of 
more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message 
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul 
said was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of 
prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 


13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of 
God at Berea, some of them went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them 
up. 14 The believers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy 
stayed at Berea. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left 
with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. (Acts 17:10- 
15 NASB) 


NOW THE 
BEREANS WERE 


OF MORE 
NOBLE CHARACTER 
THAN THE 
THESS ALONIANS, 
FOR THEY 
RECEIVED THE 
MESSAGE WITH 
GREAT EAGERNESS 
AND EXAMINED 
THE SCRIPTURES 
EVERY DAY TO 
SEE IF 
WHAT PAUL 


SAID WAS TRUE. 
ACTS 17:11 


While in California for the Christmas of 2015, both Carol and | were struck with the 
“absence of Christmas” that we found. No carols, no decorated trees, very little 
Christmas music was evident anywhere. Even though we realized we were no 
longer in the “Bible Belt” of the deep South, we expected more from those even in 
the resort area of Lake Tahoe. The “idols” that we saw were idols to health, beauty 


and youth- and commercialism- not unlike the idols that troubled Paul on his visit to 
Athens: 


(In Athens) 


16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that 


.” They said this because Paul 
was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took 
him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May 
we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing 
some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All 
the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but 
talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) 


22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: 


29 “Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine 
being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 
In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with 
justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by 
raising him from the dead.” 


32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but 
others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the 
Council. 34 Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them 
was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a 
number of others. (Acts 17:16-34 NASB) 


x 


# 


“For in him we live, and move, 
and have our being...” 


Acts 17:28 (KJV) 


Paul fared much better in Corinth, where the ministry partners Aquila and Priscilla 
greatly aided Pauls efforts to preach the Gospel and effectively evangelize and 
witness to the peoples there: 


(In Corinth) 

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, 
a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because 
he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every 
Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 


5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively 
to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they 
opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to 
them, “Your blood be on your own heads! | am innocent of it. From now on | will go 
to the Gentiles.” 


7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a 
worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household 


ee 
do not be silent. 10 Far am with you, and noone fe going to attack and harm you, 
anda halt teaching them the word fod. 8 YERE 


12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united attack 
on Paul and brought him to the place of judgment. 13 “This man,” they charged, “is 
persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law.” 


14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews were making a 
complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me 
to listen to you. 15 But since it involves questions about words and names and your 
own law—settle the matter yourselves. | will not be a judge of such things.” 16 So 
he drove them off. 17 Then the crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue 
leader and beat him in front of the proconsul; and Gallio showed no concern 
whatever. (Acts 18:1-17 NASB) 


Apollos, a learned Jew, also assisted Paul in his preaching and evangelism. 
Apparently at some point in this missionary journey Paul had taken a vow of the 
Nazarene (verse 18 refers to Paul cutting his hair because of a “vow” he had taken) 


Please see (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-18/): 


“He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow: The vow was almost 
certainly the vow of a Nazirite (Numbers 6). Usually this vow was taken for a certain 
period of time and when completed, the hair (which had been allowed to freely 
grow) was cut off and offered to the Lord at a special ceremony at the temple in 
Jerusalem. 


i. The purpose of the vow of a Nazirite was to express a unique consecration to God, 
promising to abstain from all products from the grapevine, to not cut one’s hair, and 
to never come near a dead body. 


ii. Paul’s performance of this vow shows that Jewish opposition to his preaching had 
not made him anti-Jewish. He never forgot that he was Jewish, His Messiah was 
Jewish, that Christianity is Jewish, and that Old Testament forms and rituals might 
still be used to good purpose. Apparently, though Paul was adamant that Jewish 
ceremonies and rituals must not be required of Gentiles, he saw nothing wrong with 
Jewish believers who wished to observe such ceremonies, presumably if their 
fulfillment in Jesus was also recognized. 


iii. William Barclay suggests that Paul’s motive was gratitude. “No doubt Paul was 
thinking of all God’s goodness to him in Corinth and took this vow to show his 
gratitude.” But the purpose of a Nazirite vow seems to be more of consecration 
than thanksgiving. Perhaps the intense worldliness of Corinth made Paul want to 
express his dedication and separation unto the Lord more than ever. 


iv. By tradition, a Nazirite vow could only be fulfilled in Judea. Paul began this vow at 
Cenchrea, not in Judea. Paul’s adoption of the vow out of the bounds dictated by 
Jewish tradition could indicate a desire to practice a more purely Biblical observance 
of Jewish rituals.” 


(Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos) 

18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters 
and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had 
his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at 
Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue 
and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more time with 
them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it is God’s 
will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to 
Jerusalem and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch. 


23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from 
place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the 
disciples. 


27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him 
and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great 
help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted his Jewish 
opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. 
(Acts 18:18-28 NASB) 


f. 


ACTS 78:24-28 


Paul then encountered some believers who had experienced “John’s baptism”. Paul 
explained that this baptism was a baptism of repentance. When Paul baptized them 
in the “Name of Jesus” they were then filled with the Holy Spirit of God. (verses 5 
and 5). 


This is not to suggest that receiving the Holy Spirit is a formulaic process or the 
result of a “magic ritual” with the “correct” magic words. The commentary in the 
Enduring Word suggests that these followers believed “about” Jesus, and had truly 
repented, but had not received Jesus as Lord through baptism: 


“The Holy Spirit came upon them” After they were baptized, Paul... laid hands on 
them, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and received His gifts. 


i. Paul wrote the letters of 1 and 2 Corinthians during his stay in the city of Ephesus 
at this time, and 1 Corinthians has much to say about person and work of the Holy 
Spirit. 


c. “Now the men were about twelve in all” This reminds us that not the entire 
church in Ephesus had this incomplete understanding and embrace of Jesus’ person 
and work, but only a small group. 


i. An often-debated question is, “Were these 12 Ephesian disciples actually 
Christians before this remarkable filling of the Holy Spirit, or not?” On the one hand, 
they were called disciples - and appeared to part of the company of Christians in 
Ephesus, things that would not usually be said of them if they were not actually 
Christians. On the other hand, they knew so little about Jesus; and they were 
baptized in water again, this time in the name of Jesus. It is difficult to say with 
certainty if they were already Christians or not, but one can say with certainty that 
Paul perceived they lacked something of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 


ii. It is fair for each Christian today to consider if someone were to look at their own 
life, would they notice a conspicuous absence of the Person and power of the Holy 
Spirit? 


iii. These Ephesian disciples sensed their need to get right with God, and knew the 


answer was in God’s Messiah - but they had gone no further than that. Meena 


iv. “Have ye then received the Spirit since you believed? Beloved, are you now 
receiving the Spirit? Are you living under his divine influence? Are you filled with his 
power? Put the question personally. | am afraid some professors will have to admit 
that they hardly know whether there be any Holy Ghost; and others will have to 
confess that though they have enjoyed a little of his saving work, yet they do not 
know much of his ennobling and sanctifying influence.” (Spurgeon) 


v. God always wants us to go deeper. We tend to sip where we could drink deeply; 
we drink deeply where we could wade in, and we wade in where we could plunge in 
and swim. Most of us need to be encouraged to go deeper and further into the 
things of the Holy Spirit. 


vi. If someone doesn’t seem to know if they have the power and presence of the 


Pere “Give a man an electric shock, and | warrant you he will know it; but 


if he has the Holy Ghost, he will know it much more.” (Spurgeon) This isn’t 
something to hope about; we can know - one can know they are filled with the Holy 


Spirit. (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-19/) 


(Paul in Ephesus) 

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you believed?” 


They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there Is a Holy Spirit.” 


3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 


“John’s baptism,” they replied. 


4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 


There were 


about twelve men in all. 


"John's baptism called 
For repentance From sin. 
But John himself told 
the people to believe in 
the one who would come 
later, meaning Jesus." 


- Acts 19:2 NLT; Acts 19:4-6 NLT - 


8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they 
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the 
disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This 
went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of 
Asia heard the word of the Lord. 


11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and 
aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured 
and the evil spirits left them. 


13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of 
the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the 
name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, | command you to come out.” 14 Seven 
sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit 
answered them, “Jesus | know, and Paul! know about, but who are you?” 16 Then 
the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave 
them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 


17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all 
seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of 
those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 19 A 
number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them 
publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty 
thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in 
power. 


The story of what happened spread 
quickly all through Ephesus, 
to Jews and Greeks alike. 


A solemn fear descended on the city, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was greatly honoured. 


21 After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through 
Macedonia and Achaia. “After | have been there,” he said, “| must visit Rome also.” 
22 He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed 
in the province of Asia a little longer. (Acts 19:1-22 NASB) 

Unfortunately, Jesus’ words about His being the cause of division are often borne 
out in human events. When someone (like Demetrius the silversmith in this 
account) feels threatened or their livelihood not being as secure because of the 
faith in Jesus, bad things can happen. The powerful forces of greed and love of 
money often manifest themselves in very ugly ways. 


(The Riot in Ephesus) 

23 About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. 24 A silversmith 
named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business 
for the craftsmen there. 25 He called them together, along with the workers in 
related trades, and said: “You know, my friends, that we receive a good income 
from this business. 26 And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and 
led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole 
province of Asia. He says that gods made by human hands are no gods at all. 27 
There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the 
temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the goddess herself, 
who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of 
her divine majesty.” 


28 When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: “Great is Artemis 
of the Ephesians!” 29 Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized 
Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling companions from Macedonia, and all of them 


rushed into the theater together. 30 Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but 
the disciples would not let him. 31 Even some of the Officials of the province, friends 
of Paul, sent him a message begging him not to venture into the theater. 


32 The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some another. 
Most of the people did not even know why they were there. 33 The Jews in the 
crowd pushed Alexander to the front, and they shouted instructions to him. He 
motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people. 34 But when 
they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: “Great is 
Artemis of the Ephesians!” 


35 The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: “Fellow Ephesians, doesn’t all the 
world know that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great 
Artemis and of her image, which fell from heaven? 36 Therefore, since these facts 
are undeniable, you ought to calm down and not do anything rash. 37 You have 
brought these men here, though they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed 
our goddess. 38 


41 After he had said this, he dismissed 


the assembly. (Acts 19:23-41 NASB) 


November 16, 2019 Acts 20-22 


After the uproar has ceased, Paul comforts his fellow believers and plans for the 
next part of his missionary journey. Apparently there was too much danger in going 
by sea, so Paul chose to travel over land to his next destination. 


(Paul in Macedonia and Greece) 

After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and when he had exhorted 
them and taken his leave of them, he left to go to Macedonia. 2 When he had gone 
through those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came to Greece. 3 


4 And he was accompanied by Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus, and by 
Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, 
and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 5 But these had gone on ahead and were 
waiting for us at Troas. 6 We sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened 
Bread, and came to them at Troas within five days; and there we stayed seven 
days. 


7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, 
Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his 
message until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upper room where we 
were gathered together. 9 


bread and eaten, he talked with them along while until daybreak, and then Tet 


They took away the boy alive, and were greatly comforted. (Acts 20:1-12 NASB) 


2 


Here we have perhaps one of the first examples of someone falling asleep during a 
(long) sermon- Eutychus. Unfortunately for Eutychus, he fell out of a window and 
appeared to be dead. Fortunately for Eutychus- Paul revived him- and continued 
preaching for the rest of the night (until daybreak- verse 11). The Enduring Word 
Commentary offers these comments: 

c. “A certain young man named Eutychus... fell down from the third story and was 
taken up dead”: The combination of the late hour, the heat, and perhaps the fumes 
from the oil lamps made the young man Eutychus fall asleep. His fall and death 
certainly would have put a sour note on the meeting. 


i. It is comforting for any preacher to think that people might fall asleep during the 
preaching of even the Apostle Paul. Yet, Paul taught for many hours and after a long 
day of work for most of his audience. There is also some evidence that Eutychus 
fought the sleep the best he could: “The tenses of the Greek verbs portray poor 
Eutychus as being gradually overcome despite his struggle to remain awake.” 
(Hughes) 


ii. Yet in the end, sleep got the best of him: “The word translated ‘sleep’ is the word 
from which we derive our English word hypnosis.” (Hughes) 


d. Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in him: Paul, again receiving the gift of 
faith from God, sensed that God would raise this boy from the dead - and God did. 


i. “Paul’s comment that the boy’s life was in him refers to his condition after he had 
ministered to him. Luke would not have devoted space to the raising up of 
somebody who was merely apparently dead.” (Marshall) 


e. Talked a long while, even till daybreak: Paul, obviously getting their attention 
back, continued preaching until daybreak. 


Paul’s desire was to be in Jerusalem by the time of the Feast of Pentecost. 


(Troas to Miletus) 
13 But we, going ahead to the ship, set sail for Assos, intending from there to take 
Paul on board; for so he had arranged it, intending himself to go by land. 14 And 
when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. 15 Sailing 
from there, we arrived the following day opposite Chios; and the next day we 
crossed over to Samos; and the day following we came to Miletus. 16 For Paul had 
decided to sail past Ephesus so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he 
(Acts 20:13-16 
NASB) 


Paul spent a significant period of time in Ephesus- his efforts bore fruit in the faithful 
believers that comprised the church at Ephesus. Later he was to write a pastoral 
letter to them. 


(Farewell to Ephesus) 
17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 18 
And when they had come to him, he said to them, 


. 24 But | do not consider my life of any account as dear to 
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25 “And now, behold, | know that all of you, among whom | went about preaching 
the kingdom, will no longer see my face. 26 Therefore, | testify to you this day that | 
am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For | did not shrink from declaring to you 
the whole purpose of God. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 | know that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among 
your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. 31 Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day 
for a period of three years | did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 32 And 
now | commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 


(Acts 20:17-38) 


Paul knew he would face hardship and continued persecution if he returned to 
Jerusalem. His fellow believers begged and pleaded with him not to go- yet he- like 
his Lord before him- “set his face to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). Paul’s trust in the 
protection and provision of God was absolute- he was a fearless warrior for the 
Gospel: 


(Paul Sails from Miletus) 

When we had parted from them and had set sail, we ran a straight course to Cos 
and the next day to Rhodes and from there to Patara; 2 and having found a ship 
crossing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 3 When we came in sight of 
Cyprus, leaving it on the left, we kept sailing to Syria and landed at Tyre; for there 


the ship was to unload its cargo. 
. 5 When our days there were ended, we /eft and started on our journey, 


while they all, with wives and children, escorted us until we were out of the city. 
After kneeling down on the beach and praying, we said farewell to one another. 6 
Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home again. 


7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and after 
greeting the brethren, we stayed with them for a day. 8 On the next day we left and 
came to Caesarea, and entering the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of 
the seven, we stayed with him. 9 Now this man had four virgin daughters who were 
prophetesses. 10 


(Acts 21:1- 


Tied Up 


in Knots 
- Acts 21:10-11 MESSAGE - 
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Two major events occurred when Paul finally reached Jerusalem: 1) he was 
welcomed and gave a stirring account of his travels as God’s “warrior evangelist”, 


much to the delight of his fellow believers; and 2) just as Agabus had prophesied, 
Paul was seized at the Temple by his many enemies. 


(Paul at Jerusalem) 

15 After these days we got ready and started on our way up to Jerusalem. 16 Some 
of the disciples from Caesarea also came with us, taking us to Mnason of Cyprus, a 
disciple of long standing with whom we were to lodge. 


17 After we arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 And the 
following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 
After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had 
done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they heard it they 
began glorifying God; and they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands 
there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for 
the Law; 21 and they have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews 
who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their 
children nor to walk according to the customs. 22 What, then, is to be done? They 
will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Therefore do this that we tell you. We 
have four men who are under a vow; 24 take them and purify yourself along with 
them, and pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know 
that there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that 
you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law. 25 But concerning the Gentiles who 
have believed, we wrote, having decided that they should abstain from meat 
sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication.” 
26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, purifying himself along with them, 
went into the temple giving notice of the completion of the days of purification, until 
the sacrifice was offered for each one of them. (Acts 21:15-26 NASB) 


(Paul Seized in the Temple) 


.” 29 For they had 
previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him, and they supposed 


that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city was provoked, and 
the people rushed together, and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out of the 
temple, and immediately the doors were shut. 31 While they were seeking to kill 
him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman cohort that all Jerusalem 
was in confusion. 32 At once he took along some soldiers and centurions and ran 


down to them; and when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul. 33 
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Paul threatened by the Jews in Jerusalem Illustration from the Dore Bible 1866. 
Gustave Doré (1832-1883) 


37 As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the commander, 
“May | say something to you?” And he *said, “Do you know Greek? 38 Then you are 
not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand 
men of the Assassins out into the wilderness?” 39 But Paul said, “lam a Jew of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city; and | beg you, allow me to speak 
to the people.” 40 When he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the stairs, 
motioned to the people with his hand; and when there was a great hush, he spoke 
to them in the Hebrew dialect, saying, (Acts 21:27-40 NASB) 


When Paul was allowed to speak and defend himself, he gave a powerful account of 
his own conversion experience and summarized the miraculous and gracious 
provision and protection of the Lord. 


(Paul’s Defense before the Jews) 


| 


and he *said, 


3 “lam a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under 
Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as 
you all are today. 41 persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both 
men and women into prisons, 5 as also the high priest and all the Council of the 
elders can testify. From them | also received letters to the brethren, and started off 
for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners 
to be punished. 


12 “A certain Ananias, a man who was devout by the standard of the Law, and well 
spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and standing near said to 
me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very time | looked up at him. 14 
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17 “It happened when | returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that | 
fell into a trance, 18 and | saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of 
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’ 19 And | 
said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another | used 
to imprison and beat those who believed in You. 20 And when the blood of Your 
witness Stephen was being shed, | also was standing by approving, and watching 
out for the coats of those who were slaying him.’ 21 And He said to me, ‘Go! For | 
will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 


22 They listened to him up to this statement, and then they raised their voices and 
said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he should not be allowed to live!” 
23 And as they were crying out and throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust into 
the air, 24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, stating that 
he should be examined by scourging so that he might find out the reason why they 
were shouting against him that way. 25 But when they stretched him out with 
thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to 
scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion heard 
this, he went to the commander and told him, saying, “What are you about to do? 
For this man is a Roman.” 27 The commander came and said to him, “Tell me, are 
you a Roman?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The commander answered, “I acquired this 
citizenship with a large sum of money.” And Paul said, “But | was actually born a 
citizen.” 29 Therefore those who were about to examine him immediately let go of 
him; and the commander also was afraid when he found out that he was a Roman, 
and because he had put him in chains. 


30 But on the next day, wishing to know for certain why he had been accused by 
the Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the Council to 
assemble, and brought Paul down and set him before them. (Acts 22:1-30 NASB) 


November 17, 2019 Acts 23-25 


Paul is a picture of triumph over adversity and what would be for most of us a 
disaster. He leveraged his appearances before the authorities to witness to them 
and the surrounding attendants and others. Paul’s powerful words must have had a 
decisive effect on those hearing these words, as Paul defends himself and the faith 
he professed. He also cleverly pitted one group (Pharisees) against another 
(Sadducees) and set off a tumultuous argument between them. This reminds me of 
my thesis defense, where | managed to get my two key professors discussing things 
with each other and (thankfully) ignoring me! 


(Paul before the Council) 


7 As he said this, there occurred 
a dissension between the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 
8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit, but 
the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 And there occurred a great uproar; and some 
of the scribes of the Pharisaic party stood up and began to argue heatedly, saying, 
“We find nothing wrong with this man; suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to 
him?” 10 And as a great dissension was developing, the commander was afraid Paul 
would be torn to pieces by them and ordered the troops to go down and take him 
away from them by force, and bring him into the barracks. 


1 


(Acts 23:1-11 NASB) 


Paul then knew what lay before him- a trip to Rome. He would eventually appeal to 
Caesar (Acts 25:12), believing- correctly- that he was innocent of all the legal 
charges the Romans might bring against him. He was destined to appear before a 
whole series of rules, officials, and other persons of influence, each time arguing his 
case- and the case of his Lord- convincingly and with eloquence and passion. God 
was truly guiding Paul’s steps: 
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Things got so heated against Paul that a group of Jews took an oath not to eat or 
drink again until they had killed Paul: 


(A Conspiracy to Kill Paul) 

12 When it was day, the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under an 
oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed Paul. 13 
There were more than forty who formed this plot. 14 They came to the chief priests 
and the elders and said, “We have bound ourselves under a solemn oath to taste 
nothing until we have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore, you and the Council notify the 
commander to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his 
case by a more thorough investigation; and we for our part are ready to slay him 
before he comes near the place.” 


16 But the son of Paul’s sister heard of their ambush, and he came and entered the 
barracks and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the centurions to him and said, “Lead 
this young man to the commander, for he has something to report to him.” 18 So he 
took him and led him to the commander and *said, “Paul the prisoner called me to 
him and asked me to lead this young man to you since he has something to tell 


22 So the commander let the 
young man go, instructing him, “Tell no one that you have notified me of these 
things.” (Acts 23:12-22 NASB) 


(Paul Moved to Caesarea) 

23 And he called to him two of the centurions and said, “Get two hundred soldiers 
ready by the third hour of the night to proceed to Caesarea, with seventy horsemen 
and two hundred spearmen.” 24 They were also to provide mounts to put Paul on 
and bring him safely to Felix the governor. 25 And he wrote a letter having this 
form: 


26 “Claudius Lysias, to the most excellent governor Felix, greetings. 


31 So the soldiers, in accordance with their orders, took Paul and brought him by 
night to Antipatris. 32 But the next day, leaving the horsemen to go on with him, 
they returned to the barracks. 33 When these had come to Caesarea and delivered 
the letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him. 34 When he had read it, 
he asked from what province he was, and when he learned that he was from Cilicia, 
35 he said, “I will give you a hearing after your accusers arrive also,” giving orders 
for him to be kept in Herod’s Praetorium. (Acts 23:23-35 NASB) 


Who, when 
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delivered the 
epistle to the 


governor, 
presented Paul 
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Daily Bible Study him. 


Paul's Roman Cavalry Ride 


Notice Felix’s response to Paul’s teaching- he clearly was under conviction by the 
Spirit (verses25 and 26) 


(Paul before Felix) 

After five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders, with an 
attorney named Tertullus, and they brought charges to the governor against Paul. 2 
After Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying to the 
governor, 


“Since we have through you attained much peace, and since by your providence 
reforms are being carried out for this nation, 3 we acknowledge this in every way 
and everywhere, most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness. 4 But, that |! may not 
weary you any further, | beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief hearing. 5 
For we have found this man a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension among 
all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 
And he even tried to desecrate the temple; and then we arrested him. [We wanted 
to judge him according to our own Law. 7 But Lysias the commander came along, 
and with much violence took him out of our hands, 8 ordering his accusers to come 
before you.] By examining him yourself concerning all these matters you will be 
able to ascertain the things of which we accuse him.” 9 The Jews also joined in the 
attack, asserting that these things were so. 


10 When the governor had nodded for him to speak, Paul responded: 


“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge to this nation, | cheerfully 
make my defense, 11 since you can take note of the fact that no more than twelve 


days ago |! went up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 Neither in the temple, nor in the 
synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me carrying on a discussion with 
anyone or causing a riot. 13 Nor can they prove to you the charges of which they 
now accuse me. 14 But this | admit to you, that according to the Way which they 
call a sect | do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in 
accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; 15 having a hope in 
God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 In view of this, | also do my 
best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God and before men. 
17 Now after several years | came to bring alms to my nation and to present 
offerings; 18 in which they found me occupied in the temple, having been purified, 
without any crowd or uproar. But there were some Jews from Asia— 19 who ought 
to have been present before you and to make accusation, if they should have 
anything against me. 20 Or else let these men themselves tell what misdeed they 
found when | stood before the Council, 21 other than for this one statement which | 
shouted out while standing among them, ‘For the resurrection of the dead |!am on 
trial before you today.’” 
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22 But Felix, having a more exact Conegce about the Way. put them. off saying, 
“When Lysias the commander comes down, | will decide your case.” 23 Then he 
gave orders to the centurion for him to be kept in custody and yet have some 
freedom, and not to prevent any of his friends from ministering to him. 


24 But some days later Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and 
sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 But as he was 
discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became 
frightened and said, “Go away for the present, and when | find time | will summon 
you.” 26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be given him by 
Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him. 27 


But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing 
to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned. (Acts 24:1-27 NASB) 


(Paul before Festus) 

Festus then, having arrived in the province, three days later went up to Jerusalem 
from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the leading men of the Jews brought 
charges against Paul, and they were urging him, 3 requesting a concession against 
Paul, that he might have him brought to Jerusalem (at the same time, setting an 
ambush to kill him on the way). 4 Festus then answered that Paul was being kept in 
custody at Caesarea and that he himself was about to leave shortly. 5 “Therefore,” 
he *said, “let the influential men among you go there with me, and if there is 
anything wrong about the man, let them prosecute him.” 


6 After he had spent not more than eight or ten days among them, he went down to 
Caesarea, and on the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to 
be brought. 7 After Paul arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood 
around him, bringing many and serious charges against him which they could not 
prove, 8 while Paul said in his own defense, “I have committed no offense either 
against the Law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar.” 9 But Festus, 
wishing to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to 
Jerusalem and stand trial before me on these charges?” 10 But Paul said, “| am 
standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where | ought to be tried. | have done no wrong 
to the Jews, as you also very well know. 11 If, then, !am a wrongdoer and have 
committed anything worthy of death, | do not refuse to die; but if none of those 
things is true of which these men accuse me, no one can hand me over to them. | 
appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then when Festus had conferred with his council, he 
answered, “You have appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you shall go.” 


13 Now when several days had elapsed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at 
Caesarea and paid their respects to Festus. 14 While they were spending many 
days there, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, “There is a man who was 
left as a prisoner by Felix; 15 and when | was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the 
elders of the Jews brought charges against him, asking for a sentence of 
condemnation against him. 16 | answered them that it is not the custom of the 
Romans to hand over any man before the accused meets his accusers face to face 
and has an opportunity to make his defense against the charges. 17 So after they 
had assembled here, | did not delay, but on the next day took my seat on the 
tribunal and ordered the man to be brought before me. 18 When the accusers stood 
up, they began bringing charges against him not of such crimes as | was expecting, 
19 but they simply had some points of disagreement with him about their own 
religion and about a dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a 
loss how to investigate such matters, | asked whether he was willing to go to 
Jerusalem and there stand trial on these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to be 
held in custody for the Emperor’s decision, | ordered him to be kept in custody until 
| send him to Caesar.” 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would like to hear the 
man myself.” “Tomorrow,” he *said, “you shall hear him.” (Acts 25:1-22 NASB) 


Paul Appears Before Festus (Vasily Surikov, 1875, Russia) 


(Paul before Agrippa) 

23 So, on the next day when Agrippa came together with Bernice amid great pomp, 
and entered the auditorium accompanied by the commanders and the prominent 
men of the city, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 Festus *said, 
“King Agrippa, and all you gentlemen here present with us, you see this man about 
whom all the people of the Jews appealed to me, both at Jerusalem and here, loudly 
declaring that he ought not to live any longer. 25 But I found that he had committed 
nothing worthy of death; and since he himself appealed to the Emperor, | decided to 
send him. 26 Yet | have nothing definite about him to write to my lord. Therefore | 
have brought him before you all and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that 
after the investigation has taken place, | may have something to write. 27 For it 
seems absurd to me in sending a prisoner, not to indicate also the charges against 
him.” (Acts 25:23-27 NASB) 


November 18, 2019 Acts 26-28 


Paul continued to defend himself. Although he knew the charges were based on 
jealousy and envy of his influence from the religious leaders among the Jews, he 
took this defense as an opportunity to preach and teach the Good News. Paul knew 
Agrippa was well versed in the religion of Judaism, so perhaps his task would be 
easier- Agrippa already was familiar with the history of God’s dealing with His 
people, as ell as the promise of a Messiah. 


(Paul’s Defense before Agrippa) 
Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.” Then Paul stretched 
out his hand and proceeded to make his defense: 


2 “In regard to all the things of which | am accused by the Jews, | consider myself 
fortunate, King Agrippa, that | am about to make my defense before you today; 3 


4 “So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the 
beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; 5 since they have 
known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that | lived as a 
Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion. 6 And now lam standing trial 
for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the promise to which our 
twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day. And for this 
hope, O King, |am being accused by Jews. 8 Why is it considered incredible among 
you people if God does raise the dead? 


9 “So then, | thought to myself that | had to do many things hostile to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And this is just what | did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up 
many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but 
also when they were being put to death | cast my vote against them. 11 And as! 
punished them often in all the synagogues, | tried to force them to blaspheme; and 
being furiously enraged at them, | kept pursuing them even to foreign cities. 


12 “While so engaged as | was journeying to Damascus with the authority and 
commission of the chief priests, 13 at midday, O King, |saw on the way a light from 
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were 
journeying with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice 
saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is 
hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 And | said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the 
Lord said, ‘1am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But get up and stand on your 
feet; for this purpose | have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a 
witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which | 
will appear to you; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to 
whom | am sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’ 


19 “So, King Agrippa, | did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, 


. 21 For this reason 
some Jews seized me in the temple and tried to put me to death. 22 So, having 
obtained help from God, | stand to this day testifying both to small and great, 


stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; | 


BUT I DECLARED FIRST TO THOSE IN DAMASCUS AND IN JERUSALEM, 
& THROUGHOUT ALL THE REGION OF JUDEA, & THEN TO THE GENTILES, 


that they should repent, 


and do works 
befitting 


repentance. 
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24 While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus *said in a loud voice, “Paul, you 
are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.” 25 But Paul *said, “I 
am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but | utter words of sober truth. 26 
For the king knows about these matters, and | speak to him also with confidence, 
since | am persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has not 
been done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets? | know that 
you do.” 28 Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short time you will persuade me to 
become a Christian.” 29 And Paul said, “I! would wish to God, that whether in a short 
or long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as 
! am, except for these chains.” 


30 The king stood up and the governor and Bernice, and those who were sitting with 
them, 31 and when they had gone aside, they began talking to one another, saying, 
“This man ts not doing anything worthy of death or imprisonment.” 32 And Agrippa 
said to Festus, “This man might have been set free if he had not appealed to 
Caesar.” (Acts 26 NASB) 


Paul is sent to Rome by ship, although it was winter and the weather, tides and 
currents were unfavorable. While in transit, the ship encountered a fierce storm 
and was wrecked. 


(Paul Is Sent to Rome) 

When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, they proceeded to deliver Paul and 
some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan cohort named Julius. 2 And 
embarking in an Adramyttian ship, which was about to sail to the regions along the 
coast of Asia, we put out to sea accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian of 
Thessalonica. 3 The next day we put in at Sidon; and Julius treated Paul with 
consideration and allowed him to go to his friends and receive care. 4 From there 
we put out to sea and sailed under the shelter of Cyprus because the winds were 
contrary. 5 When we had sailed through the sea along the coast of Cilicia and 
Pamphylia, we landed at Myra in Lycia. 6 There the centurion found an Alexandrian 
ship sailing for Italy, and he put us aboard it. 7 When we had sailed slowly for a 
good many days, and with difficulty had arrived off Cnidus, since the wind did not 
permit us to go farther, we sailed under the shelter of Crete, off Salmone; 8 and 
with difficulty sailing past it we came to a place called Fair Havens, near which was 
the city of Lasea. 


9 When considerable time had passed and the voyage was now dangerous, since 
even the fast was already over, Paul began to admonish them, 10 and said to them, 


13 When a moderate south wind came up, supposing that they had attained their 
purpose, they weighed anchor and began sailing along Crete, close inshore. (Acts 
27:1-13 NASB) 


Paul is then shipwrecked, but manages to save everyone aboard with his good 
advice and courage. The ship is lost, but all make the shore without loss of life- 
miraculous since so few at that time could swim! 


(Shipwreck) 


21 When they had gone a long time without food, then Paul stood up in their midst 
and said, “Men, you ought to have followed my advice and not to have set sail from 
Crete and incurred this damage and loss. 22 Yet now | urge you to keep up your 
courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this 
very night an angel of the God to whom | belong and whom | serve stood before me, 
24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God 
has granted you all those who are sailing with you.’ 25 Therefore, keep up your 
courage, men, for | believe God that it will turn out exactly as | have been told. 26 
But we must run aground on a certain island.” 


27 But when the fourteenth night came, as we were being driven about in the 
Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors began to surmise that they were 
approaching some land. 28 They took soundings and found it to be twenty fathoms; 
and a little farther on they took another sounding and found it to be fifteen fathoms. 
29 Fearing that we might run aground somewhere on the rocks, they cast four 
anchors from the stern and wished for daybreak. 30 But as the sailors were trying to 
escape from the ship and had let down the ship’s boat into the sea, on the pretense 
of intending to lay out anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and to 
the soldiers, “Unless these men remain in the ship, you yourselves cannot be 
saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it fall 
away. 


33 Until the day was about to dawn, Paul was encouraging them all to take some 
food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have been constantly watching 
and going without eating, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore | encourage you to 
take some food, for this is for your preservation, for not a hair from the head of any 
of you will perish.” 35 Having said this, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the 
presence of all, and he broke it and began to eat. 36 All of them were encouraged 
and they themselves also took food. 37 All of us in the ship were two hundred and 
seventy-six persons. 38 When they had eaten enough, they began to lighten the 
ship by throwing out the wheat into the sea. 


39 When day came, they could not recognize the land; but they did observe a bay 
with a beach, and they resolved to drive the ship onto it if they could. 40 And 
casting off the anchors, they left them in the sea while at the same time they were 
loosening the ropes of the rudders; and hoisting the foresail to the wind, they were 
heading for the beach. 41 But striking a reef where two seas met, they ran the 
vessel aground; and the prow stuck fast and remained immovable, but the stern 
began to be broken up by the force of the waves. 42 The soldiers’ plan was to kill 
the prisoners, so that none of them would swim away and escape; 43 but the 
centurion, wanting to bring Paul safely through, kept them from their intention, and 
commanded that those who could swim should jump overboard first and get to land, 
44 and the rest should follow, some on planks, and others on various things from 
the ship. And so it happened that they all were brought safely to land. (Acts 27:14- 
44 NASB) 
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Paul and his companions were ashore on the isle of Malta, where a poisonous snake 
bit Paul and by all rights should have killed him. God spared Paul, and this survival 
and “healing” was a sign and a witness to those on Malta. 


(Safe at Malta) 

When they had been brought safely through, then we found out that the island was 
called Malta. 2 The natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the 
rain that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all. 
3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper 
came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the natives 
saw the creature hanging from his hand, they began saying to one another, 
“Undoubtedly this man is a murderer, and though he has been saved from the sea, 
justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 However he shook the creature off into the 
fire and suffered no harm. 6 But they were expecting that he was about to swell up 
or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had waited a long time and had seen 
nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and began to say that he 
was a god. 


7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of 
the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us courteously three 
days. 8 And it happened that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with 
recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had prayed, 
he laid his hands on him and healed him. 9 After this had happened, the rest of the 
people on the island who had diseases were coming to him and getting cured. 10 
They also honored us with many marks of respect; and when we were setting sail, 
they supplied us with all we needed. (Acts 28:1-10 NASB) 


Paul went into him 


and prayed, 


and he layed his hands on him, 


and healed him. 
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Paul then arrives in Rome, where he is kept under house arrest for several years. 
During this time he wrote several of the letters to the churches he had planted. 


(Paul Arrives at Rome) 

11 At the end of three months we set sail on an Alexandrian ship which had 
wintered at the island, and which had the Twin Brothers for its figurehead. 12 After 
we put in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 From there we sailed 
around and arrived at Rhegium, and a day later a south wind sprang up, and on the 
second day we came to Puteoli, 14 There we found some brethren, and were invited 
to stay with them for seven days; and thus we came to Rome. 15 And the brethren, 
when they heard about us, came from there as far as the Market of Appius and 
Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 


16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier 
who was guarding him. 


17 After three days Paul called together those who were the leading men of the 
Jews, and when they came together, he began saying to them, “Brethren, though | 
had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet | was 
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 And when 
they had examined me, they were willing to release me because there was no 
ground for putting me to death. 19 But when the Jews objected, | was forced to 
appeal to Caesar, not that | had any accusation against my nation. 20 For this 


reason, therefore, | requested to see you and to speak with you, for | am wearing 
this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel.” 21 They said to him, “We have neither 
received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here 
and reported or spoken anything bad about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you 
what your views are; for concerning this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken 
against everywhere.” 


s, 26 Saying, 


‘Go to this people and say, 

“You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; 
And you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; 
27 For the heart of this people has become dull, 
And with their ears they scarcely hear, 

And they have closed their eyes; 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

And hear with their ears, 

And understand with their heart and return, 

And | would heal them.”’ 


. (Acts 28:11-31 NASB) 
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November 19, 2019 Romans 1-3 


The letters of Paul are written to the various churches he was instrumental in 
planting and nurturing. Among the lonest of the letters Paul wrote was his letter to 
the Christians and the church in Rome. Wikipedia gives a reasonably good 
summary of this Pauline letter 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle to the Romans): “The Epistle to the Romans or 
Letter to the Romans, often shortened to Romans, is the sixth book in the New 
Testament. Biblical scholars agree that it was composed by the Apostle Paul to 
explain that salvation is offered through the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the longest 
of the Pauline epistles. In the opinion of Jesuit scholar Joseph Fitzmyer, the book 
“overwhelms the reader by the density and sublimity of the topic with which it 
deals, the gospel of the justification and salvation of Jew and Greek alike by the 
grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, revealing the uprightness and love of God 
the Father." 


N. T. Wright notes that Romans is 


.. neither a systematic theology nor a summary of Paul's lifework, but it is by 
common consent his masterpiece. It dwarfs most of his other writings, an Alpine 
peak towering over hills and villages. Not all onlookers have viewed it in the same 
light or from the same angle, and their snapshots and paintings of it are sometimes 
remarkably unalike. Not all climbers have taken the same route up its sheer sides, 
and there is frequent disagreement on the best approach. What nobody doubts is 
that we are here dealing with a work of massive substance, presenting a formidable 
intellectual challenge while offering a breathtaking theological and spiritual vision.” 


Paul masterfully offers the reader of this letter a treatise on the Good News- the 
Gospel- of Jesus Christ. It presents the problem and universality of sin, and the only 


effective remedy and solution that God offers for sin- forgiveness through the Son 
Jesus. Paul summarizes his efforts to spread the Gospel winningly and effectively, 
and then conveys the great theological truths of the Gospel- a truth that Paul has 
experienced and lived in a very unique way: 


(The Gospel Exalted) 


8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being 
proclaimed throughout the whole world. 9 For God, whom | serve in my spirit in the 
preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly | make 
mention of you, 10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by 
the will of God | may succeed in coming to you. 11 For! long to see you so that | 
may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; 12 that is, that | 
may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other’s 
faith, both yours and mine. 13 1 do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that often 
| have planned to come to you (and have been prevented so far) so that | may 
obtain some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 1am 
under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. 15 So, for my part, | am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in 
Rome. 


(Romans 1:1-17 NASB) 


Paul then describes the tragic consequences both of ignorance of God’s obvious 
grace “the natural grace” as well as the consequences of leading a life of unbelief 
and unrepentance. 


(Unbelief and Its Consequences) 
18 


. 21 For even though they knew 
God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they 


became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in 
the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 
creatures. 


24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that 
their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of 
God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever. Amen. 
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Since the creation of the world, God's invisible 
qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — 
have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that men are without excuse. 


- Romans 1:20 - 


26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way 
also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their 
desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving 
in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 


28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them 
over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 being filled 
with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, 
unloving, unmerciful; 32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those 
who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also 
give hearty approval to those who practice them. (Romans 1:18-32 NASB) 


Paul then makes an important point- God is entirely fair and impartial in His dealing 
with all persons. He also reminds us that the Gospel was first offered to God’s own 
chosen people- the Jews- and when this Good News was rejected it was offered to 
everyone else. 


(The Impartiality of God) 


. 3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on 
those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the 
judgment of God? 4 


alee 5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are 


storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, 6 who will render to each person according to his deeds: 7 to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, 
eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and 
distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 
10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 
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12 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all 
who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law; 13 for it is not the 
hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be 
justified. 14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things 
of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show 
the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and 
their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, 16 on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 2:1-16 NASB) 


The Jew, who boasts about his or he “perfect keeping of the Law”, is self-deceived. 
Apart from the perfect keeping of the law- in action as well as attitude- there is no 
forgiveness or salvation. Only the One- Jesus- who perfectly kept the Law and was 
without sin, was an adequate offering and sacrifice for our sins. Jesus did not 


require His blood to “cover” sin, since He had none to cover. His shed blood then 
becomes the instrument of our forgiveness and the channel for God’s grace toward 
US. 

(The Jew Is Condemned by the Law) 

17 But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely upon the Law and boast in God, 18 and 
know His will and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the 
Law, 19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those 
who are in darkness, 20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, 
having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, 21 you, therefore, 
who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one shall not 
steal, do you steal? 22 You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you 
commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in 
the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 24 For “the name of 
God is blaspohemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written. 


25 For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law, but if you are a 
transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 So if the 
uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision 
be regarded as circumcision? 27 And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he 
keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and 
circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 28 For he is not a Jew who Is one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he Is a Jew 
who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not 
by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. (Romans 2:17-29 NASB) 


A Matter of the Heart 


- Romans 2:28-29 ESV - 


So then, everyone- except Jesus- the Perfect One- has sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God (verse 23)! The Law simply tells us how sinful we really are- it is the 
diagnostic- not the cure for sin. 


(All the World Guilty) 

Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 2 Great in 
every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What 
then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, 
will it? 4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found 
a liar, as it is written, 


“That You may be justified in Your words, 
And prevail when You are judged.” 


5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we 
say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (1 am speaking in human 
terms.) 6 May it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world? 7 But if 
through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am / also still being 
judged as a sinner? 8 And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as 
some claim that we say), “Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation 
Is just. 


9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that 
both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 10 as it is written, 


19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable 
to God; 20 


(Romans 3:1-20 NASB) 


Only faith- true faith that leads to joyful obedience- is he source and origin of our 
efforts to accept the great Salvation God offers to us. 


(Justification by Faith) 


21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by 
His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, | say, of His righteousness at the 
present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 
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ill have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 


- Romans 3:23-24 - 
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27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by 
a law of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of 
the Law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, 
of Gentiles also, 30 since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and 
the uncircumcised through faith is one. 


31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we 
establish the Law. (Romans 3:21-31 NASB) 


November 19, 2019 Romans 4-7 


Paul points out the source of the salvation offered through Jesus- the righteousness 
of Abram (before he became Abraham)- who believed God (meaning he fully trusted 
God to the point of obedience!) and was justified through his belief. This faith was 
“reckoned to him” or “accounted to him” as righteousness (verse 3). This is an 
accounting term, and it is as f God moves the total reality of salvation from His 


account to ours- it is given to us. What we could not do for ourselves- live a life in 
perfect keeping of the Law- God did for us through His Son! 


(Justification by Faith Evidenced in Old Testament) 
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has 
found? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3 

4 Now to the one who works, his wage is 
not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but 
believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, 6 
just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits 
WEEE apart from works: 
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"Abranam believed con 


and it was accounted to him 
TOY righteousness: 


Romans 4.3 


7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, 
And whose sins have been covered. 
8 “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.” 


9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, 
“Faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness.” 10 How then was it credited? 
While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while 
uncircumcised; 11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be 
the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be 
credited to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the 
circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham 
which he had while uncircumcised. 


13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the 
world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if 
those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 
15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no 
violation. 


16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so 
that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who 
are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who Is the father 
of us all, 17 (as it is written, “A father of many nations have | made you”) in the 
presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into being that which does not exist. 18 , So that 
he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been 
spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 Without becoming weak in faith he 
contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred 
years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with respect to the promise of 
God, , giving glory to God, 21 
and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 
22 


because of our justification. (Romans 4 NASB) 
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being fully persuaded 


GOD had power 


He had promised. 


What are the results of this justification and right relationship with God- now 
possible by our acceptance of His perfect Gift? One is peace- real peace which 
assuages all our fears of the eternal consequences of our sin and assures us that we 
are with God in a ne relationship and that “all is well”. We can truly be joyful and 
“exult” (verse 3) because of this transformational forgiveness. And we are 
connected to the true nature of God- endless, boundless and unmeasurably great 
love which is “poured out” within our hearts (verse 5). 


The amazing truth is that God proved His love for us by sacrificing His Son while we 
were still sinners (verse 8). WE were not even aware of our sin, had no sorrow for 
our sin, did not know God or His Son, and yet this merciful loving God proved His 
love by sacrificing the most precious Gift he had- His only Son! 


(Results of Justification) 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into 
this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not 
only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about 
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 
5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 


6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For 
one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone 
would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For 
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only 
this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received the reconciliation. 


14 died for US. 


— LOWMAN 9:6 — 


12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 for until the 
Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not 
sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to 
come. 


15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the 
one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the 
one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came 
through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one 


transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose 
from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 


18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, 
even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all 

men. 19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20 The 
Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, 


(Romans 5 NASB) 
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What is an appropriate response to this miraculous outpouring of love? Should we 
continue to sin (verse 6) so that God can prove “over and over” how much He loves 
us? Never! The release of sin was for a purpose- that purpose is that we could live 
“abundantly” and become the persons we were created to be. Our response to this 
miracle of love is joy- joy like the world had never known until the great sacrifice of 
the Son. WE are free- no longer enslaved to sin- we can truly now say “no” to sin 
and the temptations to sin. 


(Believers Are Dead to Sin, Alive to God) 

6 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 
May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Or do you not know 
that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His 
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness Of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 
knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who 
has died is freed from sin. 


ROMANS 6:1-14 
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8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 
knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death 
no longer is master over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for 
all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Even so consider yourselves to be 
dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 


12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 
and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not be 
master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 


15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it 
never be! 16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as 
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin 
resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 17 But thanks be to 
God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that 


form of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and having been freed from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. 19 | am speaking in human terms because of 
the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification. 


20 


22 But now having been freed 
from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, 
and the outcome, eternal life. 23 


(Romans 6 NASB) 


Another result of this transforming forgiveness grounded in love is that we become 
a family- not only an earthly family - the very Bride of Christ- the church- but we 
also become part of God’s eternal family. We serve God and others “bearing fruit” 
(verse 4). We now live in the “newness of the Spirit” instead f the “oldness of the 
letter” (verse 6). 


(Believers United to Christ) 

Or do you not know, brethren (for | am speaking to those who know the law), that 
the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 2 For the married woman 
is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is 
released from the law concerning the husband. 3 So then, if while her husband is 
living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress,; but if her 
husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she 
is joined to another man. 


7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, | would 
not have come to know sin except through the Law; for! would not have known 
about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, taking 
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for 
apart from the Law sin is dead. 9 | was once alive apart from the Law; but when the 
commandment came, sin became alive and | died; 10 and this commandment, 
which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 11 for sin, taking an 
opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 


13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never 
be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my 


death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would 
become utterly sinful. (Romans 7:1-13 NASB) 
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(The Conflict of Two Natures) 
14 For we know that the Law Is spiritual, but | am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 
15 For what | am doing, | do not understand; for !am not practicing what | would 
like to do, but | am doing the very thing | hate. 16 But if | do the very thing | do not 
want to do, | agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no 
longer am | the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 18 For | know that nothing 
good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing 
of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, | do not do, but | practice the very 
evil that |! do not want. 20 But if | am doing the very thing | do not want, |! am no 
longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 


211 find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 
22 For | joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but | see a different 
law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 24 Wretched man 
that |am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand | myself with my mind am 


serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:14- 
25 NASB) _ 
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November 21, 2019 Romans 8-10 


We are all slaves to something...the question is- are we Slaves to sin (or our sin 
nature) or to God? The only way to escape the enslavement to sin is by the power 
of God’s Holy Spirit- by which we are empowered to say “no” to sin and lead a life of 
the pursuit of holiness. 


(Deliverance from Bondage) 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. 3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled 
in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those 
who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the 
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind 
set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, 
for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 


. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 


12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the 
Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who 
are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you have not 
received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be 
glorified with Him. 


18 For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of 


the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation 
groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, 
but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 
who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it. (Romans 8:1-25 NASB) 


The Spirit- the Comforter- the Teacher- also prays for us and intercedes to the 
Father for us when we do not even have or know the words to Say....what an 
amazing and miraculous blessing! And we can know for certain that God works “for 
good” for all who are called according to His purpose (verse 28): 


(Our Victory in Christ) 


26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; us mth aroanings foo dee 


8 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
[ee(God) tolthose who are callediaccording to Hisipunp0se. 29 For those whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also glorified. 
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31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who Is against us? 32 He 
who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not 
also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s 
elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is 
He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also 
intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is 
written, 


“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; 
We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” (Quoting Psalm 44:22) 
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Paul states his case to the very people that God called into a covenant with Him- to 
be a “light to the world” and a “blessing to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 49:6) 


(Solicitude for Israel!) 

! am telling the truth in Christ, |!am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the 
Holy Spirit, 2 that | have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 3 For | could 
wish that | myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs 
the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law 
and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom 
is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 


6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who 
are descended from Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s 
descendants, but: “through Isaac your descendants will be named.” 8 That is, it is 
not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise 
are regarded as descendants. 9 For this is the word of promise: “At this time | will 
come, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah 
also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11 for though the 
twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s 
purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of 
Him who calls, 12 it was said to her, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it 
is written, “Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated.” (Malachi 1:2-3) 


14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 
15 For He says to Moses, “/ will have mercy on whom | have mercy, and | will have 


compassion on whom | have compassion.” (Quoting Exodus 33:19) 16 yoo 
7 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose | raised you up, 


to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed 
throughout the whole earth.” 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He 
hardens whom He desires. 


https://odgapparel.com/products/copy-of-alive-sticker-8 


19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?” 


25 As He says also in Hosea, 


“| will call those who were not My people, ‘My people,’ 

And her who was not beloved, ‘beloved.’” (Hosea 2:23) 

26 “And it shall be that in the place where It was said to them, ‘you are not My 
people,’ 

There they shall be called sons of the living God.” (Hosea 1:10) 


27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “Though the number of the sons of Israel be 
like the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved; 28 for the Lord will 
execute His word on the earth, thoroughly and quickly.” 29 And just as Isaiah 
foretold, 


“Unless the Lord of Sabaoth had left to us a posterity, 
We would have become like Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah.” 
(lsaiah10:22-23) 


” (Isaiah 8:14; 28:16) 


(Romans 9 NASB) 


Paul stresses that righteousness comes from faith, from believing (and totally 
trusting) God for everything. 


(The Word of Faith Brings Salvation) 


5 For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on 
law shall live by that righteousness. 6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks 
as follows: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to 
bring Christ down), 7 or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ 
up from the dead).” 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, 
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
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14 How then will ey call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a 
preacher? 15 


18 But | say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; 


“Their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
And their words to the ends of the world.” (Psalm 19:4) 


19 But | say, surely Israel did not know, did they? First Moses says, 


“I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation, 
By a nation without understanding will | anger you.” (Deut 32:21) 


20 And Isaiah is very bold and says, 


“| was found by those who did not seek Me, 
| became manifest to those who did not ask for Me.” (Isaiah 65:1) 


21 But as for Israel He says, “All the day long | have stretched out My hands to a 
disobedient and obstinate people.” (Isaiah 65:2) (Romans 10 NASB) 


November 22, 2019 Romans 11-13 


Paul argues that God did not (nor would He ever) “forget” His people. He instead 
gave them a fuller revelation of Himself, His character and personality, thought the 
Son Jesus. Grace is the key word- the underserved love of God for the undeserving! 


(Israel Is Not Cast Away) 

For !tooam 
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not 
rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says 
in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they 
have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and | alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life.” 4 But what Is the divine response to him? “I have kept for 
Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 In the same 
way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to 
God’s gracious choice. 6 


7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen 
obtained it, and the rest were hardened; 8 just as it is written, 


“God gave them a spirit of stupor, 


Eyes to see not and ears to hear not, 
Down to this very day.” 


9 And David says, 


“Let their table become a snare and a trap, 

And a stumbling block and a retribution to them. 
10 “Let their eyes be darkened to see not, 

And bend their backs forever.” 


111/ say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by 
their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 12 
Now If their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! 13 But | am speaking to you who 
are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as |!am an apostle of Gentiles, | magnify my ministry, 
14 if somehow | might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of 
them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump 
is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too. 
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17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were 
grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive 
tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember 
that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say 
then, “Branches were broken off so that | might be grafted in.” 20 Quite right, they 
were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, 
but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, 
either. 22 


Lee 24 For if you were cut off from what is by 


nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their 
own olive tree? 


iil not be wie n your oun estimation theta partial hardening has happened f 


Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be 
saved; just as it is written, 


“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 

He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” 
27 “This is My covenant with them, 
When | take away their sins.” 


28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the 
standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the 
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you once were 
disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 
31 so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to 
you they also may now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in disobedience 
so that He may show mercy to all. 


33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For who has known 
the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 35 Or who has first given to 
Him that it might be paid back to him again? 36 For from Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11 NASB) 


Romans 11:29 


(Dedicated Service) 
Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 


What is the sacrifice acceptable to God? Not mere religiosity, or empty words, or 
half hearted worship or sacrifice. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken and 
contrite heart (Psalm 51:17 “My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and 


contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”), ready to joyfully accept God’s 
forgiveness 


ROMANS 12:1 


Since God has 
shown us 
greal mercy. 
I beg you to 
offer your lives 
as a living 
sacrifice to 

him. 


9 10 Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 


11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in 


hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of 
the saints, practicing hospitality. 


14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one 
another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in 
your own estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is 
right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace 
with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, | will repay,” says the Lord. 20 
“But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in 
so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12 NASB) 
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Romans 13 contains words “hard to hear” for many who believe our present 
leadership in government is anything but “called by God” or given any Godly 
authority. | just read an article today while looking at the background of today’s 
journal verses entitled “Romans 13 in the Age of Trump” 
(http://courtneyreissig.com/blog/2017/1/19/romans-13-in-the-age-of-trump). The 
author laments what she feels is the threat of an “ungodly” person in the office of 
President of the United States, and only reluctantly admits that God may have a 
“purpose” in allowing the 2016 election to proceed as it did. 


(Be Subject to Government) 


who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not 
a cause Of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of 
authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a 
minister of God to you for good. But if you do what Is evil, be afraid; for it does not 
bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath 
on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not 
only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also 
pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 
Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
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8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; Tor he TE loves his neighbor 
has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of 
the law. 


11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from 
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is 


(Romans 13 NASB) 


November 24, 2019 1 Corinthians 1-4 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Epistle to the Corinthians) offers a 
scholarly interpretation of this Pauline letter to the church in Corinth: 

“The First Epistle to the Corinthians (Ancient Greek: A’ ’EnmtotoAn mpdoc Koptv@iouc), 
usually referred to as First Corinthians or 1 Corinthians is a Pauline epistle of the 
New Testament of the Christian Bible. The epistle is attributed to Paul the Apostle 
and a co-author named Sosthenes, and is addressed to the Christian church in 
Corinth.[1 Cor.1:1-2] Scholars believe that Sosthenes was the amanuensis who 
wrote down the text of the letter at Paul's direction. It addresses various issues that 
had arisen in the Christian community at Corinth. 

There is a consensus among historians and theologians that Paul is the author of 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians (c. AD 53-54). The letter is quoted or mentioned 
by the earliest of sources, and is included in every ancient canon, including that 

of Marcion of Sinope. Some scholars point to the epistle's potentially embarrassing 
references to the existence of sexual immorality in the church as strengthening the 
case for the authenticity of the letter.” 


The Living Word is just that. The issues of division in the church are very real in the 
contemporary world. There are literally thousands (or many thousands 
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/sbeale/just-how-many-protestant-denominations- 


are-there) of denominations in the Protestant church, and several major catholic 
divisions. AT present, there is a glaring lack of unity in my home denomination, the 
“United” Methodist Church. Here the division rests on the interpretation of the 
authority of Scripture in doctrinal and practical matters. Only God knows if this 
division will honor Him or be a victory for the Enemy. 


(Appeal to Unity) 
1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother, 


2 To the church of God which ts at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 


3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


4 | thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you 
in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all 
knowledge, 6 even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so 
that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus 


Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


10 


. 11 For! have been informed concerning 
you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now | 
mean this, that each one of you is saying, “lam of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I 
of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for 
you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 | thank God that | 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one would say you 
were baptized in my name. 16 Now | did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send 
me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the 
cross of Christ would not be made void. (1 Corinthains 1:1-17 NASB) 


(The Wisdom of God) 
18 
. 19 For it is written, 


“| will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
And the cleverness of the clever | will set aside.” (Quoting Isaiah 29:14) 
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1 _ Corinthians 1 18) 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased 
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For 
indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 


God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men. 


26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 
world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and 
the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His doing you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:18-31 NASB) 


(Paul’s Reliance upon the Spirit) 

2 And when I came to you, brethren, | did not come with superiority of speech or of 
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For | determined to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 | was with you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my message and my preaching 
were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power 
of God. 


6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of 
this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7 but we speak God’s 
wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to 
our glory; 8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if 
they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 9 but just as 
it is written, 


“Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, 
And which have not entered the heart of man, 
All that God has prepared for those who love Him.” 


10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, 
even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man 
except the spirit of the man which Is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one 
knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given 
to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words. 


14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
appraised. 15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is 
appraised by no one. 16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he will 
instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2 NASB) 


“For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord, that he may instruct him? 
But we have the mind of Christ.” 


1 Corinthians 2:16 (KJV) 


(Foundations for Living) 

3 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, 
as to infants in Christ. 2 | gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet 
able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. 
For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you 
not walking like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “lam 
of Apollos,” are you not mere men? 


5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, 
even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 6 | planted, Apollos watered, but 
God was causing the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 8 Now he who plants and he 
who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own 
labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 


10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder 
/ laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how 
he builds on it. 11 Forno man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the 
day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itse/f will test the 
quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, 
he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but 
he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 


16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you? 17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the 
temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 
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18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he Is wise in this 
age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of 


this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, “He is the one who catches the 
wise in their craftiness”; 20 and again, “The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, 
that they are useless.” 21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to 
you, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things 
present or things to come; all things belong to you, 23 and you belong to Christ; and 
Christ belongs to God. 

(1 Corinthians 3 NASB) 


(Servants of Christ) 

4 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be 
found trustworthy. 3 But to me it is a very small thing that | may be examined by 
you, or by any human court; in fact, |do not even examine myself. 4 For! am 
conscious of nothing against myself, yet |! am not by this acquitted; but the one who 
examines me is the Lord. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the 
time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in 
the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise 
will come to him from God. 
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6 Now these things, brethren, | have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for 
your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no 
one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. 7 For who 
regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did 
receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 


8 You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings 
without us; and indeed, | wish that you had become kings so that we also might 
reign with you. 9 For, | think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men 
condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to 
angels and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in Christ; 
we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor. 
11 To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and 
are roughly treated, and are homeless; 12 and we toil, working with our own hands; 


when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; 13 when we 
are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the 
dregs of all things, even until now. 


141 do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved 
children. 15 For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not 
have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus | became your father through the gospel. 16 
Therefore | exhort you, be imitators of me. 17 For this reason | have sent to you 
Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of 
my ways which are in Christ, just as | teach everywhere in every church. 18 Now 
some have become arrogant, as though | were not coming to you. 19 But I will come 
to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are 
arrogant but their power. 20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but 
in power. 21 What do you desire? Shall | come to you with a rod, or with love and a 
spirit of gentleness? (1 Corinthians 4 NASB) 


November 25, 2019 1 Corinthians 5-8 


(Immorality Rebuked) 

It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of sucha 
kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 
2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who 
had done this deed would be removed from your midst. 


3 For |, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged 
him who has so committed this, as though | were present. 4 In the name of our Lord 
Jesus, when you are assembled, and | with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus, 5 | have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his 
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 


6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole 
lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as 
you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 
Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
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E-corimnthians-5:8 


9 | wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10 | did not at all 
mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or 
with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. 11 But actually, | 
wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to 
eat with such a one. 12 For what have | to do with judging outsiders? Do you not 
judge those who are within the church? 13 But those who are outside, God judges. 
Remove the wicked man from among yourselves. (1 Corinthians 5 NASB) 


(Lawsuits Discouraged) 

6 Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law 
before the unrighteous and not before the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to 
constitute the smallest law courts? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? 
How much more matters of this life? 4 So if you have law courts dealing with 
matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the 
church? 5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise 
man who will be able to decide between his brethren, 6 but brother goes to law with 
brother, and that before unbelievers? 


7 Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one 
another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 On the 
contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brethren. 


9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 


swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.(1 Corinthians 6:1-11 NASB) 
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(The Body Is the Lord’s) 
12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful 
for me, but | will not be mastered by anything. 13 Food is for the stomach and the 
stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body. 14 Now God has not only 
raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power. 15 Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then take away the members of 
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not 
know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He 
says, “The two shall become one flesh.” 17 But the one who joins himself to the 
Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits 
is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 19 Or do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:12-20 NASB) 


(Teaching on Marriage) 
7 Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to 
touch a woman. 2 But because of immoralities, each man is to have his own wife, 


and each woman is to have her own husband. 3 The husband must fulfill his duty to 
his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not have 
authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband 
does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Stop depriving one 
another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to 
prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your 
lack of self-control. 6 But this | say by way of concession, not of command. 7 Yet | 
wish that all men were even as | myself am. However, each man has his own gift 
from God, one in this manner, and another in that. 


But since sexual immorality 
is occurring, each man should 
have sexual relations with 
his own wife, and each woman 
with her own husband. 

1 Corinthians 7:2 


8 But | say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain 
even as |. 9 But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to 
marry than to burn with passion. 


10 But to the married | give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not 
leave her husband 11 (but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be 
reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife. 


12 But to the rest | say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And a 
woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she must 
not send her husband away. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through 
his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for 
otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy. 15 Yet if the 
unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage 
in such cases, but God has called us to peace. 16 For how do you know, O wife, 
whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you 
will save your wife? 


17 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this 
manner let him walk. And so | direct in all the churches. 18 Was any man called 


when he was already circumcised? He is not to become uncircumcised. Has anyone 
been called in uncircumcision? He is not to be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the 
commandments of God. 20 Each man must remain in that condition in which he was 
called. 


21 Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to 
become free, rather do that. 22 For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is 
the Lord’s freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ’s slave. 23 You 
were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, each one is to 
remain with God in that condition in which he was called. 


25 Now concerning virgins | have no command of the Lord, but | give an opinion as 
one who by the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy. 26 | think then that this is good in 
view of the present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is. 27 Are you 
bound to a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are you released from a wife? Do not 
seek a wife. 28 But if you marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she 
has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and | am trying to spare you. 
29 But this | say, brethren, the time has been shortened, so that from now on those 
who have wives should be as though they had none; 30 and those who weep, as 
though they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as though they did not rejoice; 
and those who buy, as though they did not possess; 31 and those who use the 
world, as though they did not make full use of it; for the form of this world is passing 
away. 


Be wet attached te- the 
things of this world. 


( Coruuthians 7:31 


32 But | want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned 
about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; 33 but one who is 
married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, 34 
and his interests are divided. The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is 
concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and 
spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she 
may please her husband. 35 This | say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint 
upon you, but to promote what is appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion 
to the Lord. 


36 But if any man thinks that he is acting unbecomingly toward his virgin daughter, 
if she is past her youth, and if it must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not 
sin; let her marry. 37 But he who stands firm in his heart, being under no constraint, 
but has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his own heart, to keep 
his own virgin daughter, he will do well. 38 So then both he who gives his own virgin 
daughter in marriage does well, and he who does not give her in marriage will do 
better. 


39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is 
free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 40 But in my opinion she is 
happier if she remains as she is; and | think that | also have the Spirit of God. (1 
Corinthians 7 NASB) 


(Take Care with Your Liberty) 

8 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies. 2 If anyone supposes that he knows 
anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; 3 but if anyone loves God, he 
is Known by Him. 


4 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is 
no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if 
there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many 
gods and many lords, 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we exist through Him. 


7 However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed to the 
idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being 
weak is defiled. 8 But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if 
we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat. 9 But take care that this liberty of yours 
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone sees 
you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he is 
weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11 For through your 
knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died. 12 And 
so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, 
you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will 
never eat meat again, so that | will not cause my brother to stumble. (1 Corinthians 
8 NASB) 


Love above Knowledge 


- 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 - 


(Paul’s Use of Liberty) 

Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my 
work in the Lord? 2 If to others | am not an apostle, at least | am to you; for you are 
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 


3 My defense to those who examine me is this: 4 Do we not have a right to eat and 
drink? 5 Do we not have a right to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of 
the apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 6 Or do only Barnabas and | 
not have a right to refrain from working? 7 Who at any time serves as a soldier at 
his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who 
tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock? 


8 | am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am |? Or does not 
the Law also say these things? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not 
muzzle the ox while he is threshing.” God is not concerned about oxen, is He? 10 Or 
is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the 
plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the 
crops. 11 If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material 
things from you? 12 If others share the right over you, do we not more? 
Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will 
cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who 
perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly 
to the altar have their share from the altar? 14 So also the Lord directed those who 
proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. 


15 But | have used none of these things. And | am not writing these things so that it 
will be done so in my case; for it would be better for me to die than have any man 
make my boast an empty one. 16 For if | preach the gospel, | have nothing to boast 
of, for | am under compulsion; for woe is me if | do not preach the gospel. 17 For if | 
do this voluntarily, | have a reward; but if against my will, | have a stewardship 
entrusted to me. 18 What then is my reward? That, when | preach the gospel, | may 
offer the gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 


19 For though | am free from all men, | have made myself a slave to all, so that | 
may win more. 20 To the Jews | became as a Jew, so that | might win Jews; to those 
who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, 
so that | might win those who are under the Law; 21 to those who are without law, 
as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, 
so that | might win those who are without law. 22 To the weak | became weak, that | 
might win the weak; | have become all things to all men, so that | may by all means 
save some. 23 | do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that | may become a 
fellow partaker of it. 


24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the 
games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore | run in such a way, as not without 
aim; | box in such a way, as not beating the air; 27 but | discipline my body and 
make it my slave, so that, after | have preached to others, | myself will not be 


disqualified. (1 Corinthians 9 NASB) 


Do you not know that those who run ina race all run, but one receives the 
Kun in sucha way that you may obtain it. 


November 26, 2019 1 Corinthians 10-13 


Paul teaches two very important lessons in 1 Corinthians 10: 1) we should learn 
from our spiritual history, and not repeat the errors and misguided practices of our 
forbears; 2) we should thank God for the strength to avoid the temptation to sin. It 
is true that there is no sin in temptation please see 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/temptation-is-not-the- 


same-as-sin/), but temptation often LEADS to sin and only in the power of the Spirit 
can we overcome it. 


(Avoid Israel’s Mistakes) 

For | do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the 
cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same 
spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and 
the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; 
for they were laid low in the wilderness. 


6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil 
things as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is 
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.” 8 Nor let us 
act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9 
Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 
10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now 
these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken 
you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 


GOD IS FAITHFUL; 

HE WILL NOT LET 

YOU BE TEMPTED 
BEYOND WHAT 
YOU CAN BEAR. 


1 CORINTHIANS 10:13 
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14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 | speak as to wise men; you judge 
what | say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of 
Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Since 
there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one 
bread. 18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in 
the altar? 19 What do! mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or 
that an idol is anything? 20 No, but | say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, 
they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I! do not want you to become sharers 


in demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you 
cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Or do we 
provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we? 


23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not 
all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 25 Eat 
anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions for conscience’ 
sake; 26 for the earth is the Lord's, and all it contains. 27 If one of the unbelievers 
invites you and you want to go, eat anything that is set before you without asking 
questions for conscience’ sake. 28 But if anyone says to you, “This is meat 
sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for 
conscience’ sake; 29 | mean not your own conscience, but the other man’s; for why 
is my freedom judged by another's conscience? 30 If | partake with thankfulness, 
why am! slandered concerning that for which I give thanks? 


31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 
Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; 33 just as | also 
please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so 
that they may be saved. (1 Corinthians 10 NASB) 


Paul then gets into a lot of “trouble” with the “modern age”. We hear feminist 
positions, women’s liberation “outbursts” and other political utterances on a nearly 
daily basis today. It is clear to me that God blesses all His children with ALL His 
gifts, and we are poorer as individuals and as a body of Christ for not rejoicing and 
becoming blessed by the gifted women in our midst. (Please see: 


https://www.cmalliance.org/about/beliefs/perspectives/spiritual-gifts; 


https://www.cbeinternational.org/resources/article/mutuality/1-timothy-2? 
gclid=CjOKCQiAt_PUBRDcARIsSAMNIBdrzuL1jCEYWINIFC2 ZmyY- 
CdJuRHA8F7ncjyXb7kheQo860rxbDyBYaArFnEALw_wcB). Most of Paul’s objections 


to the female gender are about “order in the church”. At that time, women were 
seldom educated (or in some cases not literate) and as a practical matter depended 
on their spouses of significant other males for exhortation, interpretation, and 
exegesis. 


(Christian Order) 
11 Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ. 


2 Now! praise you because you remember me in everything and hold firmly to the 
traditions, just as | delivered them to you. 3 


head shaved, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not to have his head 


covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 
8 For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; 9 for indeed man 
was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s sake. 10 Therefore 
the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. 
11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man 
independent of woman. 12 For as the woman originates from the man, so also the 
man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God. 13 Judge 
for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 
Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to 
him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her 
for a covering. 16 But if one is inclined to be contentious, we have no other practice, 
nor have the churches of God. 


17 But in giving this instruction, | do not praise you, because you come together not 
for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together 
as a Church, | hear that divisions exist among you; and in part | believe it. 19 For 
there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may 
become evident among you. 20 Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat 
the Lord’s Supper, 21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and 
one is hungry and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses in which to 
eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have 
nothing? What shall 1 say to you? Shall | praise you? In this | will not praise you. (1 
Corinthians 11:1-22 NASB) 


One of the few times | have wept openly in a gathering of Christian believers was 
when taking communion at the Men’s Emmaus Walk #22 at Camp Fortson. The 
kitchen crew was gathered in a circle, and shared the elements. It was an 
unexpected emotion for me, as | truly felt Jesus had made this sacrifice for me...and 
| wept at how little | deserved such compassion and sacrifice. My prayer is that we 


will feel forgiven, unified and blessed as we share the elements together “until He 
comes” (verse 26) 


(The Lord’s Supper) 

23 For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 


27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a man must 
examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 
For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not 
judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and 
a number sleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 
But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be 
condemned along with the world. 


— —— 


7 Whoever eats the bre 


See drinks the cup in: 
Py manner, must examine hit 
~ in order to, eat of the bread 
drink of the cup. 
© 1Corinthians 44: 
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33 So then, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If 
anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will not come together for 
judgment. The remaining matters | will arrange when | come. (1 Corinthians 11:23- 
34 NASB) 


How many gifts of the Spirit are there? There are fifteen listed here in 1 Corinthians 
12, as well as Romans 12:7-8 and Ephesians 4:11 
(https://www.leadertreks.org/spiritual-gifts-list/? 
gclid=CjOKCQiAt_PUuBRDcARISAMNIBdrAxXfau3Y69yC2ULC8QY95xvj 7 VKNMCBI54sk0c 


Bcezmxxgfo7MmycaAICBEALw_wcB). One gift is not superior to another, and is not 
a guarantee or “badge” of the true filling of the Spirit or of salvation. Some 
denominations (wrongfully!) list the gift of tongues as a “must have” or pay undue 
attention to gifts of healing, particularly spectacular and sometimes public healings. 
Yet all these gifts are given as the Spirit decides and discerns, for the building up of 
the Body of Christ! The one gift that all Christians have, and some in great 
abundance (as they have nurtured it), is the gift of love! 


(The Use of Spiritual Gifts) 

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, | do not want you to be unaware. 2 You 
know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however 
you were led. 3 Therefore | make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the 
Holy Spirit. 


4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of 
ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God 
who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through 
the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 
and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another 
the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 


12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, 

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 


ONE SPI 


14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because |am 
not a hand, |am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part 
of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because |! am not an eye, |!am not a part of the 
body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, 
in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the 
body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “/ 
have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the 
body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body 
which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our 
less presentable members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more 
presentable members have no need of it. 
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YOUR PART TO PLAY 


27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 
All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, 
are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of 
healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do 
they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. 


And | show you a still more excellent way. (1 Corinthians 12 NASB) 


How many times has this entire “love chapter” been read at weddings (or funerals 
in tribute to the departed)? Yet how many times has the essence of this beautiful 
love poem been truly absorbed? We hear these beautiful words, and haven’t 
reached the parking lot of the church before anger, selfishness, and pride overtake 
the love that we so recently admired! This “love” is not love without judgment, love 


without discernment, or love that does not sorrow at the consequences of sin. It is 
not a “moral guiding principle” as “progressives” would have us believe. It is the 
purest essence and expression of the love of the Father for His own. 


(The Excellence of Love) 

13 If | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, | have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | have the gift of prophecy, and 
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if | have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. 3 And if! give all my possessions to 
feed the poor, and if | surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing. 


4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 
arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, 
but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 


LOVE 


iS 
patie anv kind. 
LOVE 1S NOT 
JEALOUS OR BOASTFUL OR PROUD. 


LOVE vies, 
GIVES UP, 
Nebel 
LOSES FAITH, 


I§ alwafs HOPEFUL, 
AND estdidtes, THROUGH 
EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE. 


4 CORINTHIANS 13:47 
8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there 
are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial 
will be done away. 11 When! was a child, | used to speak like a child, think like a 
child, reason like a child; when | became a man, | did away with childish things. 12 
, but then face to face; now | know in part, but then 
/ will know fully just as | also have been fully known. 


(1 Corinthians 13 NASB) 


| Coxinthians 13:13 


November 27, 2019 1 Corinthians 14-16 


Paul puts the relative merits and usefulness of tongues and of prophesy with 

respect to the church and its edification. Tongues is a “private” gift- unless 
promptly interpreted- and manifests itself in several ways. One of these is “prayer 
language” (Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words. Romans 8:26 ESV). | have on many occasions prayed “in the 
Spirit” while out jogging/running/walking in private as | deeply pray for others and 
myself and praise Jesus. My wife, who knows me better than anyone, has never 
heard this prayer language...it is a purely private gift for me. 


(Prophecy a Superior Gift) 

Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for 
no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But one who prophesies 
speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. 4 One who speaks in 
a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 Now | wish 
that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater 
is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that 
the church may receive edifying. 


6 But now, brethren, if | come to you speaking in tongues, what willl profit you 
unless | speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or 
of teaching? 7 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if 
they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played 
on the flute or on the harp? 8 For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will 
prepare himself for battle? 9 So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech 
that is clear, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the 
air. 10 There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no 
kind is without meaning. 11 If then 1 do not know the meaning of the language, | will 
be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian 
to me. 12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the 
edification of the church. 


13 Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 14 For if | 
pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind ts unfruitful. 15 What is the outcome 
then? | will pray with the spirit and | will pray with the mind also; | will sing with the 
spirit and | will sing with the mind also. 16 Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, 
how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of 
thanks, since he does not know what you are saying? 17 For you are giving thanks 
well enough, but the other person is not edified. 18 | thank God, | speak in tongues 
more than you all; 19 however, in the church | desire to speak five words with my 
mind so that | may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
(I Corinthians 14:1-19 NASB) 


(Instruction for the Church) 

20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your 
thinking be mature. 21 In the Law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by 
the lips of strangers | will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to 
Me,” says the Lord. 22 So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but 
to unbelievers; but prophecy Is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who 
believe. 23 Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all speak in 
tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad? 
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted 
by all, he is called to account by all; 25 the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so 
he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you. 


26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 


sh 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. 30 But if 


a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep silent. 31 For 
you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; 32 


and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; 33 as 


orGod * 


is NOc Che auchor 
OF CONFUSION, 
,OUC OF peace. 


>. 1 Corinthians 14:33 


34 The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to 
speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says. 35 If they desire to 
learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a 
woman to speak in church. 36 Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? 
Or has it come to you only? 


37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things 
which | write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 38 But if anyone does not 
recognize this, he is not recognized. 


39 Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak 
in tongues. 40 But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner. (1 
Corinthians 14:20-39 NASB) 


The bedrock fact upon which the totality of Christianity rests is the Resurrection of 
Jesus. The teachings and beliefs of an individual and church about this supremely 
important fact of history will tell much of the person’s or church’s stand towards 
truth, authority, and the inerrancy of Scripture in general. The present controversy 
and division in the “United” Methodist Church is essentially a battle over the 
authority of Scripture. Please see the “Ten Commandments of Progressive 


Christianity” (https://www.michaeljkruger.com/new-series-the-10-commandments- 
of-progressive-christianity/) an informative and illuminating article by the 
conservative scholar Michael Kruger. 


God anticipated the many “objections” to the fact of the Resurrection, and He 
arranged in His wisdom and mercy for Jesus to appear not only to His closest 
followers (one of which had to “touch to believe”), but also to many others- Paul, 
who intended to persecute the church, as well as “more than five hundred” (verse 
6). Ultimately, the fact of the Resurrection is faith, but the “faith of the 
Resurrection” is fact. It makes no logical sense that so many would sacrifice their 
very lives for the Truth if the Truth, were in fact, a lie and a sham. 


(The Fact of Christ’s Resurrection) 


9 For lam the least of the apostles, and not 
fit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 


grace of God |! am what lam, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but | 
labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 11 
Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed. 


For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 

he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 


- 1 Corinthians 15:8-5 - 


12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some 
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we are 
even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He 
raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the 
dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life 
only, we are of all men most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 15:1-19 NASB) 


Many believers are confused as to the “order of Resurrection”. Do we go to heaven 
“instantly” when we breathe our last? Or are we “asleep in the Lord” until the final 
moment of this age, at His coming again? The Scriptures seem to clarify this 
sequence of events: 


(The Order of Resurrection) 

20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are 
asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of 
the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But 
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His 
coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and 
Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must 
reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be 
abolished is death. 27 For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But 
when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted 
who put all things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things are subjected to Him, 
then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to 
Him, so that God may be all in all. 


29 Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not 
raised at all, why then are they baptized for them? 30 Why are we also in danger 
every hour? 31 | affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which | have in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, | die daily. 32 If from human motives | fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, 
what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow 
we die. (Quoting Isaiah 22:13) 33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts 
good morals.” 34 Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some 
have no knowledge of God. | speak this to your shame. 


35 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do 
they come?” 36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; 
37 and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare 
grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body just as He 
wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own. 39 All flesh is not the same 
flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh 
of birds, and another of fish. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, 
but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. 41 
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of 
the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 


. 45 So also it is written, 


“The first man, Adam, became a living soul.” The last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 47 
The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. 48 As is the 
earthy, so also are those who are earthy, and as is the heavenly, so also are those 
who are heavenly. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also 
bear the image of the heavenly. (1 Corinthians 15:20-49 NASB) 


what: is raised is impeteaie 


1 Corinthians 16,42 


(The Mystery of Resurrection) 
50 


eta ers area ene 53 For this perishable must put on the 


imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable 
will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then 
will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O 
death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (Quoting Hosea 13:14) 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


(1 Corinthians 
15:50-58 NASB) 


“O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” 


1 Corinthians 15:55 (KJV) 


Paul then gives his benediction, greetings, and commends several of his coworkers 
in the Gospel at the end of this first letter to the church in Corinth. Paul urges them- 
and us- to do everything in love (verse 14). 


(Instructions and Greetings) 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | directed the churches of Galatia, 
so do you also. 2 On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and 
save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come. 3 When | 
arrive, whomever you may approve, | will send them with letters to carry your gift to 
Jerusalem, 4 and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me. 


5 But | will come to you after | go through Macedonia, for |! am going through 
Macedonia; 6 and perhaps | will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you 


may send me on my way wherever | may go. 7 For | do not wish to see you now just 
in passing; for | hope to remain with you for some time, if the Lord permits. 8 But | 
will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 9 for a wide door for effective service has 
opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 


hth the brethren’ and ewes not at af his desre to come now, but he wil come 
when he has opportunity. 


2 


13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that 
you do be done in love. 


tove > 


| Corinthians 16:14 


19 The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the Lord, 
with the church that Is in their house. 20 All the brethren greet you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. 


21 The greeting is in my own hand—Paul. 22 If anyone does not love the Lord, he is 
to be accursed. Maranatha. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love 
be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. (1 Corinthians 16 NASB) 


November 28, 2019 2 Corinthians 1-4 


Wikipedia gives its usual scholarly introduction to the second letter of Paul to the 
church in Corinth: 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_ Epistle to the Corinthians) 

The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, commonly referred to as Second Corinthians 
or in writing 2 Corinthians, is a Pauline epistle of the New Testament of the Christian 
Bible. The epistle is attributed to Paul the Apostle and a co-author named Timothy, 
and is addressed to the church in Corinth and Christians in the surrounding province 
of Achaea, in modern-day Greece. While there is little doubt among scholars that 
Paul is the author, there is discussion over whether the Epistle was originally one 
letter or composed from two or more of Paul's letters. 


1 Corinthians 5:9 ("I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people", NIV) refers to an early letter, sometimes called the "warning 
letter" or the "previous letter." 

1 Corinthians 

The Severe Letter: Paul refers to an earlier "letter of tears" in 2 Corinthians 2:3-4 
and 7:8. 1 Corinthians does not match that description, so this "letter of tears" may 
have been written between 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians. 

2 Corinthians 

1 Corinthians 7:1 states that in that letter Paul was replying to certain questions 
regarding which the church had written to him. 


The seemingly sudden change of subject from chapter 7 to chapters 8-9 leads some 
scholars to conclude that chapters 8-9 were originally a separate letter, and some 
even consider the two chapters to have originally been distinct themselves. Other 
scholars dispute this claim, however. 


Some scholars also find fragments of the "warning letter", or of other letters, in 
chapters 1-9, for instance that part of the "warning letter" is preserved in 2 Cor 
6:14-7:1, but these hypotheses are less popular. 


The Bible Project also summarizes this letter: 
(https://thebibleproject.com/explore/2-corinthians/) 


“He followed up with a painful visit and then sent them 2 Corinthians, a letter that 
assured them he forgave and loved them. After reading the letter, many church 
members repented and embraced the letter's message. 


Essentially, it challenges believers to see life through the paradox of the cross. 
Because of the cross and God's Spirit, Jesus' followers receive power to live 
transformed lives. They become equipped to take up Jesus' cruciform life and make 
it their own. 


Through the cross and resurrection, believers may live differently and model the 
values God desires, including generosity, humility, and weakness.” 


Paul reminds the church in Corinth that God provides comfort to all...this was a 
particularly vivid truth to Paul since he had been stoned, imprisoned, beaten, and 
ridiculed as he fearlessly planted churches and ministered to he fellow believers, as 
well as witnessed to all. His partnership with Timothy is a model of Christian 
brotherhood and focused ministry together. 


(Introduction) 


1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 


To the church of God which is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout 
Achaia: 


2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 


comfort those wh 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so 


also our comfort is abundant through Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is 
effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; 7 and 
our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our 
sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort. 


Tribulation, that we may be able 
© comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of God. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 


8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to 
us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we 
despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so 
that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10 who 
delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have 
set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, 11 you also joining in helping us through 
your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the 
favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:1-11 NASB) 


The confidence Paul speaks of in verse 12 is the confidence not in himself, or in the 
ministry team he has assembled, but in God and the Spirit of God that empowers 
and directs this ministry. On this we can boast- and on no other! 


(Paul’s Integrity) 

12 For our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness 
and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have 
conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you. 13 For we write 
nothing else to you than what you read and understand, and | hope you will 
understand until the end; 14 just as you also partially did understand us, that we 
are your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus. 


15 In this confidence | intended at first to come to you, so that you might twice 
receive a blessing; 16 that is, to pass your way into Macedonia, and again from 
Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped on my journey to Judea. 17 
Therefore, | was not vacillating when | intended to do this, was |? Or what | purpose, 
do | purpose according to the flesh, so that with me there will be yes, yes and no, no 
at the same time? 18 But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no. 19 
For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among you by us—by me and 
Silvanus and Timothy—was not yes and no, but is yes in Him. 20 For as many as are 
the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to 
the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 


anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
pledge. 


23 
for in your faith you are standing firm. (2 Corinthians 1:12-24 NASB) 


™FOR ALLJHE PROMISES OF GOD 
FIND THEIR YES IN AIM 


TO GOD FOR HIS GEORY 


2 Cfgorinthians 1:20 


Paul grieves that there is pervasive sin and sinfulness in the church. Despite Paul’s 
best efforts and his wonderful example, some have drifted (or run!) away from the 
truth of the Gospel. 


(Reaffirm Your Love) 


N 


. 2 For if | cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the one whom | 
made sorrowful? 3 This is the very thing | wrote you, so that when | came, | would 
not have sorrow from those who ought to make me rejoice; having confidence in 
you all that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart | wrote to you with many tears; not so that you would be made 
sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have especially for you. 


5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some 
degree—in order not to say too much—to all of you. 6 


12 Now when ! came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was opened 
for me in the Lord, 13 | had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but 
taking my leave of them, | went on to Macedonia. 


Pe ee And who is adequate for these things? 17 For we are not like 


many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in 
Christ in the sight of God. (2 Corinthians 2 NASB) 


“Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge 
by us in every place.” 


Paul commends not himself, but the very Spirit of God which writes not in ink, and 
not on tablets of stone, but on the heart (verse 3) - see the parallel passage in 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 “ 

“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— not according to the covenant 
that | made with their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to lead them 
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, ‘though | was a husband to 
them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put My law in their minds, and write it 
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be My people. No more shall 
every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the 
LORD. For! will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no more.” 


(Ministers of a New Covenant) 


4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are adequate 
in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is 
from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 


7 But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so 
that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the 
glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even 
more with glory? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does 
the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in this 
case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if that which fades 
away was with glory, much more that which remains Is in glory. 


rahe Hones wh aed pg Yl ave i ace 20 ht the sao ral wl 


oo ee 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 


mirror the glory of the Lord, @kewbeihng transformed intowthe samevimage tronnglory 


(2 Corinthians 3 NASB) 


AND WE ALL, WITH UNVEILED FACE, 
BEHOLDING THE GLORY OF THE LORD, ARE BEING 


ery 
sata stormed 


x — BES “4 INTO THE SAME IMAGE FROM 
ONE DEGREE OF GLORY TO ANOTHER.... 


2 CORINTHIANS 3:18 


Paul uses the imagery of light, much as Jesus did in His teaching (please see 
https://holdingtotruth. com 2012/07 30 li ht- darkness- new-testament/; 

bible.knowin . Paul states clearly that the 
Eneniy, the “god of this world” (verse 4) has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so 
they cannot see the light of the Gospel. Yet the light still shines, and God has the 
last word in this and everything! Paul uses the imagery of pottery, useful but 
“common” and subject to breakage because of its brittle nature, to symbolize the 


believer (the vessel) that holds the inestimably valuable Truth and very presence of 
God’s Spirit. 


(Paul’s Apostolic Ministry) 

4 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose 
heart, 2 but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in 
craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth 
commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if 
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do 
not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants 
for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One 
who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ. 


FOR GOD, WHO SAID, 
‘LET LIGHT SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS, 
MADE HIS LIGHT SHINE IN OUR HEARTS 


TO GIVE US THE LIGHT OF THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S GLORY 
DISPLAYED IN THE FACE OF CHRIST. 


CORINTHIANS 46 


BibleStudyTools.com 


7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of 
the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every way, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, 

so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are 
constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also 
may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you. 


But we have this treasure in jars of clay, 
to show that the surpassing power 


belongs to God 


and not to us. 


13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed, 
therefore | spoke,” we also believe, therefore we also speak, 14 knowing that He 
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you. 
15 For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more 
and more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God. 


16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 
inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is 
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
(2 Corinthians 4 NASN) 

November 29, 2019 2 Corinthians 5-8 


One of the most powerful passages in 2 Corinthians is 2 Corinthians 5:17. Flannery 
O’Conner, in her unforgettable short story “Revelation”, had one of her characters 
paraphrase this verse “God’s gonna give me a new body!”. The remarkable 
transformation of spirit and body is sometimes viewed as “instantaneous”, however 
most of our experience leads us to believe that this transformation is gradual- a 
process of living and discovery. 


(The Temporal and Eternal) 

For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For 
indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, 
3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed while we 
are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed 
but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who 
prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. 


6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home 
in the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight— 8 
we are of good courage, | say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to 


pe eee 10 For we must all appear before the 


judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 


11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made 
manifest to God; and | hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. 12 
We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to 
be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in 
appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we 
are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having 
concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so 
that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and 
rose again on their behalf. 


16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though 
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no 
longer. 17 


18 Now all these things are from God, 
who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation. 
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20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5 NASB) 


Billy Graham often quoted this Scripture from Isaiah (below) as a call to the altar of 
repentance and acceptance of Christ. His urgency was real- so many who were 
wavering came forward and received Jesus as Lord. Many discovered both the 
beauty and challenge of the Christian life within a few short days or weeks of their 
experience of repentance and acceptance. God often “tests” us to see if we are 
clear, serious and intentional in out walk- He then gently corrects us if we are not! 


(Their Ministry Commended) 


And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in 
vain— 2 for He says, 


“At the acceptable time | listened to you, 
And on the day of salvation | helped you.” (Quoting Isaiah 49:8) 


—3 
giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be discredited, 
4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, 
in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, 
in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in 
kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 7 in the word of truth, in the power of 
God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, 8 by glory and 
dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true; 9 as 
unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to 
death, 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as 
having nothing yet possessing all things. 
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11 Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide. 12 
You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 13 Now 
in a like exchange—I speak as to children—open wide to us also. 


14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or 
what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an 
unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; just as God said, 


“| will dwell in them and walk among them; 

And | will be their God, and they shall be My people. (Quoting Lev. 26:12; Jer. 
32:38; Ezek. 37:27) 

17 “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. 
“And do not touch what is unclean; 

And | will welcome you. (Quoting Isaiah 52:11; Ezek. 20:34,41) 


Says the Lord Almighty. (Quoting 2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8 ) 


(2 Corinthians 6 NASB) 
Paul then shows his very heart- a heart that longs for the salvation, perfection and 
growth among those who believe in the Lord Jesus and bear His Name. He contrasts 
“feeling bad” for our sins and “Godly sorrow “ (verse 10) 


(Paul Reveals His Heart) 


2 Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we 
took advantage of no one. 31 do not speak to condemn you, for | have said before 
that you are in our hearts to die together and to live together. 4 Great is my 
confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. | am filled with comfort; | am 
overflowing with joy in all our affliction. 


5 For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were 
afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the 
depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 and not only by his coming, but 
also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your 
longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that | rejoiced even more. 8 For though 
| caused you sorrow by my letter, | do not regret it; though | did regret it—for | see 
that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while— 9 | now rejoice, not 
that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of 
repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you 
might not suffer loss in anything through us. 


. 11 For behold what earnestness this very thing, 
this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what vindication of yourselves, what 
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In 
everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter. 12 So 
although | wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the offender nor for the sake of 
the one offended, but that your earnestness on our behalf might be made known to 
you in the sight of God. 13 For this reason we have been comforted. 


And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because 
his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For if in anything | have boasted to him 
about you, | was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in truth, so also 
our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth. 15 His affection abounds all the 
more toward you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him 
with fear and trembling. 16 | rejoice that in everything | have confidence in you. (2 
Corinthians 7 NASB) 


The needs of the church are always at least partly material. The church exists as a 
reality in this world, and is subject to the same limitations and monetary needs as 
any earthly institution. Paul appeals to the generosity of the Macedonian church, 
and finds them overflowing despite their relatively modest financial circumstances. 


(Great Generosity) 

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been 
given in the churches of Macedonia, 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their 
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. 
3 For! testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of 
their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the 
support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 6 So we urged Titus that as he 
had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in you this gracious 
work as well. 


7 But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in 
all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this 
gracious work also. 8 |! am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through 
the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. 9 For you know the grace 


of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, 
so that you through His poverty might become rich. 10 1 give my opinion in this 
matter, for this is to your advantage, who were the first to begin a year ago not only 
to do this, but also to desire to do it. 


your ability. 12 For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a 
person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For this is not for the ease 
of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality— 14 at this present time 
your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their abundance also may 
become a supply for your need, that there may be equality; 15 as it is written, “He 
who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little had no lack.” 


Now finish the work, so that your 
eager willingness to do. it may be 
Be. matched by your completion of tt, 


accouling to. yout means. 
2 Corinthians 8:11 


—— Crystal toums. me 
16 But thanks be to God who puts the same earnestness on your behalf in the heart 
of Titus. 17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest, he 
has gone to you of his own accord. 18 We have sent along with him the brother 
whose fame in the things of the gospel has spread through all the churches; 19 and 
not only this, but he has also been appointed by the churches to travel with us in 
this gracious work, which is being administered by us for the glory of the Lord 
Himself, and to show our readiness, 20 taking precaution so that no one will 
discredit us in our administration of this generous gift; 21 for we have regard for 
what is honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 22 
We have sent with them our brother, whom we have often tested and found diligent 


in many things, but now even more diligent because of his great confidence in you. 
23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brethren, 
they are messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ. 24 Therefore openly before 
the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our reason for boasting 
about you. (2 Corinthians 8 NASB) 


November 30, 2019 2 Corinthians 9-13 


God’s matchless grace...which inspires and motivates us- is the source of a 
tremendous amount of good in this world- and will certainly prevail in the next. The 
generosity of the Corinthian church to the saints everywhere is rightly commended. 
We must never be “weary of doing good” (Galatians 6:9) 


(God Gives Most) 


them. 3 But | have sent the brethren, in order that our boasting about you may not 
be made empty in this case, so that, as | was saying, you may be prepared; 4 
otherwise if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to 
speak of you—will be put to shame by this confidence. 5 So | thought it necessary to 
urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your 
previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a bountiful 
gift and not affected by covetousness. 


6 Now this | say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 


everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written, 


2 Corinthians 9:8 


alittleperspective.com 


“He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, 
His righteousness endures forever.” 


10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 
you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying 
the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 
13 Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your 
obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your 
contribution to them and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn 
for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9 NASB) 


Paul was often criticized for being “strong” in his letters- fearlessly exhorting and 
correcting the believers, but “weak” in person- full of meekness and forgiveness. As 
is true of so many of us, we are “chameleon like”- trying to become whatever is 
appropriate for the moment- sometimes to avoid confrontation but in Paul’s case, 
out of kindness and consideration! Paul rightly points out that “right thinking” leads 
to “right actions” (verse 5). 


(Paul Describes Himself) 
Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—l who am 
meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent! 2 | ask that 
when | am present | need not be bold with the confidence with which | propose to be 
courageous against some, who regard us as if we walked according to the flesh. 3 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4 for the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses. 5 


, 6 and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever 
your obedience is complete. 


WE TAKE CAPTIVE EVERY THOUGHT 


TO MAKE IT CBEDENT TO 


7 You are looking at things as they are outwardly. If anyone is confident in himself 
that he is Christ’s, let him consider this again within himself, that just as he is 
Christ’s, so also are we. 8 For even if | boast somewhat further about our authority, 
which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, | will not be put 
to shame, 9 for! do not wish to seem as if | would terrify you by my letters. 10 For 
they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is 
unimpressive and his speech contemptible.” 11 Let such a person consider this, that 
what we are in word by letters when absent, such persons we are also in deed when 
present. 


conmerd emacs bt wen ey measur thacies tensa ah 
will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure of the sphere which God 


, and not to boast in what has been accomplished in the 
sphere of another. 17 But he who boasts is to boast in the Lord. 18 For it is not he 
who commends himself that is approved, but he whom the Lord commends. (2 
Corinthians 10 NASB) 


Then, as now, there were false teachers and those who claimed that God’s 
appointed ones- such as Paul- were not the “true apostles” of the Way. 


(Paul Defends His Apostleship) 
| wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are bearing 
with me. 2 For! am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for | betrothed you to one 
husband, so that to Christ | might present you as a pure virgin. 3 


. 5 For | consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent 
apostles. 6 But even if | am unskilled in speech, yet |!am not so in knowledge; in 
fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things. 


| am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by 
his craftiness, your minds will be led astray 


from the simplicity and purity 
of devotion to Christ. 


2 Corinthians 11:3 


7 Or did | commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because | 
preached the gospel of God to you without charge? 8 | robbed other churches by 
taking wages from them to serve you; 9 and when | was present with you and was 
in need, | was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia 
they fully supplied my need, and in everything | kept myself from being a burden to 
you, and will continue to do so. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting of 
mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia. 11 Why? Because | do not love 
you? God knows | do! 


12 But what | am doing | will continue to do, so that | may cut off opportunity from 
those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about 
which they are boasting. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also 
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to 
their deeds. 


16 Again I say, let no one think me foolish; but if you do, receive me even as foolish, 
so that | also may boast a little. 17 What |! am saying, |am not saying as the Lord 
would, but as in foolishness, in this confidence of boasting. 18 Since many boast 
according to the flesh, | will boast also. 19 For you, being so wise, tolerate the 
foolish gladly. 20 For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone devours you, 


But in whatever respect anyone else is bold—I speak in foolishness—I am just as 
bold myself. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am /. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they 
descendants of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if 
insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times 
without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times | received from the Jews 
thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three 
times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent in the deep. 26 | have been 
on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from 
my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the 
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 | have been in 
labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often 
without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the 
daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 


. 31 The God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that | am not lying. 32 In 
Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the 
Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and | was let down in a basket through a 
window in the wall, and so escaped his hands. (2 Corinthians 11 NASB) 


Paul’s experience of being caught up in the Spirit has been a fascinating source of 
speculation since Paul wrote these words. He undoubtedly had a profound (and 
perhaps life changing) experience with God- somewhat akin to the “Burning Bush” 
encounter of Moses. God chooses wisely and well when He intercedes, intervenes, 
and instructs His chosen vessels! 


(Paul’s Vision) 


On behalf of such a man | will boast; but on my own behalf | will not boast, except in 
regard to my weaknesses. 6 For if | do wish to boast | will not be foolish, for | will be 
speaking the truth; but | refrain from this, so that no one will credit me with more 
than he sees in me or hears from me. 


David Guzik’s commentary is as usual very helpful here 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-corinthians-12/): 

“Such a one was caught up to the third heaven: The third heaven doesn’t suggest 
different “levels” of heaven (although this is what some ancient Jewish Rabbis 
believed). Instead, Paul is using terminology common in that day, which referred to 
the “blue sky” as the first heaven, the “starry sky” as the second heaven, and the 
place where God lived and reigned as the third heaven. 


i. “In the sacred writings three heavens only are mentioned. The first is the 
atmosphere... The second, the starry heaven... And, thirdly, the place of the 
blessed, or the throne of the Divine glory.” (Clarke) 


ii. So, this one - whom we understand to be Paul himself - was caught up to the 
heaven where God lives. Paul had a vision or an experience of the throne of God, 
just as Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1) and John (Revelation 4:1-2) did. 


g. He was caught up into Paradise: Paul identifies this third heaven as Paradise. The 
word Paradise is taken from the Persian word for an enclosed, luxurious garden 
often only found among royalty in the ancient world. 


i. Some early Christians wrongly thought Paradise was the place where souls of 
believers went after death to await resurrection. Some of them (like the ancient 
theologian Origen) even believed Paradise was located somewhere on the earth’s 
surface. 


h. And heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter: In 
describing this heavenly vision, Paul doesn’t relate anything he saw, only a shadowy 
description of what he heard. 


i. When we think of this, we realize how different Paul is from most of those who 
describe their so-called “visions” of heaven today. There is nothing self-glorying, 
self-aggrandizing, or foolish in the description of his experience. 


- Paul waited 14 years to say anything about the incident, and when he finally did 
he said it reluctantly. 


- He did everything he could in relating the story to take the focus off himself (such 
as writing in the third person). 


- He doesn’t bother at all with breathless descriptions of what he actually 
experienced. Instead, he says nothing of what he saw, and says only that he heard 
things not lawful for a man to utter. 


ii. So what did Paul hear? We don’t know! They were inexpressible words, which it is 
not lawful for a man to utter. God didn’t want us to know, so He didn’t give Paul 
permission to speak. 


iii. Nevertheless, some commentators can’t resist speculating: “It is probable that 
the apostle refers to some communication concerning the Divine nature and the 
Divine economy, of which he was only to make a general use in his preaching and 
writing. No doubt that what he learned at this time formed the basis of all his 
doctrines.” (Clarke)” 


The Paul describes his “thorn in the flesh”- again a subject of much speculation. 
The message from God here is exceedingly clear- Paul’s weakness is the source of 
his (real) strength. Only as we are hungry for God an “poor in spirit” are we able to 
receive God’s bounty! 


A Thorn in the Flesh 
7 


8 Concerning this | 
implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9 And He has said to me, Milly 
.” Most gladly, 
therefore, | will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
dwell in me. 10 Therefore | am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when | am weak, 
then | am strong. 


2 CORINTHIANS (274 


11/1 have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually | should have 
been commended by you, for in no respect was | inferior to the most eminent 
apostles, even though 1am a nobody. 12 The signs of a true apostle were 
performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles. 13 
For in what respect were you treated as inferior to the rest of the churches, except 
that | myself did not become a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong! 


14 Here for this third time | am ready to come to you, and | will not be a burden to 
you; for! do not seek what is yours, but you; for children are not responsible to save 
up for their parents, but parents for their children. 15 | will most gladly spend and 
be expended for your souls. If | love you more, am / to be loved less? 16 But be that 
as it may, | did not burden you myself; nevertheless, crafty fellow that | am, | took 
you in by deceit. 17 Certainly | have not taken advantage of you through any of 
those whom | have sent to you, have |? 18 | urged Titus to go, and | sent the brother 
with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he? Did we not conduct 
ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps? 


19 All this time you have been thinking that we are defending ourselves to you. 
Actually, it is in the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ; and all for 
your upbuilding, beloved. 20 For | am afraid that perhaps when I come | may find 
you to be not what | wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that 
perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, 
arrogance, disturbances; 21 | am afraid that when | come again my God may 


humiliate me before you, and | may mourn over many of those who have sinned in 
the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they 
have practiced. (2 Corinthians 12 NASB) 


| have wondered sometimes as to the source of Paul’s patience and exceeding 
kindness and forgiving spirit. We see in 2 Corinthians 13 that Paul has been among 
the church at Corinth “three times” (verse 1). He wonders, as we all do, what it 
would take to fully engage the church with the Gospel and the teachings of Jesus. 
What would be required for humble obedience and submission to God? 


(Examine Yourselves) 


But | trust that you will realize that we ourselves do not fail the test. 7 
Now we pray to God that you do no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear 
approved, but that you may do what is right, even though we may appear 
unapproved. 8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 For 
we rejoice when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also pray for, 
that you be made complete. 10 For this reason | am writing these things while 
absent, so that when present | need not use severity, in accordance with the 
authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down. 


11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live 
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 


14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13 NASB) 


—— 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, ane the love of 


December 1, 2019 Galatians 1-3 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle to _the Galatians) does its usual 


scholarly job in presenting some of the academic background to this letter of Paul to 
the church in Galatia: 

“The Epistle to the Galatians, often shortened to Galatians, is the ninth book of the 
New Testament. It is a letter from Paul the Apostle to a number of Early Christian 
communities in Galatia. Scholars have suggested that this is either the Roman 
province of Galatia in southern Anatolia, or a large region defined by an ethnic 
group of Celtic people in central Anatolia. 


Paul is principally concerned with the controversy surrounding gentile Christians 
and the Mosaic Law during the Apostolic Age. Paul argues that the gentile Galatians 
do not need to adhere to the tenets of the Mosaic Law, particularly religious male 
circumcision, by contextualizing the role of the law in light of the revelation of 
Christ. The Epistle to the Galatians has exerted enormous influence on the history of 
Christianity, the development of Christian theology, and the study of the apostle 
Paul. 


No original of the letter is known to survive. Papyrus 46, the earliest reasonably 
complete version available to scholars today, dates to approximately AD 200, 
approximately 150 years after the original was presumably drafted. This papyrus is 
fragmented in a few areas, causing some of the original text to be missing, 
"however, through careful research relating to paper construction, handwriting 
development, and the established principles of textual criticism, scholars can be 
rather certain about where these errors and changes appeared and what the 
original text probably said." 

A majority of scholars agree that Galatians was written between the late 40s and 
early 50s, although some date the original composition to c. 50-60. 

Authenticity 


In the past, a small number of scholars have questioned Paul's authorship of 
Galatians, such as Bruno Bauer, Abraham Loman, C. H. Weisse and Frank R. 
McGuire. Nowadays, Biblical scholars agree that Galatians is a true example of 
Paul's writing. The main arguments in favor of the authenticity of Galatians include 
its style and themes, which are common to the core letters of the Pauline corpus. 
George S. Duncan described the authenticity of Paul as its author as 
"unquestioned... In every line it betrays its origin as a genuine letter of Paul." 
Moreover, Paul's possible description of the Council of Jerusalem (Gal.2:1-10) gives 
a different point of view from the description in Acts 15:2-29, if itis, in fact, 
describing the Jerusalem Council. 

The central dispute in the letter concerns the question of how Gentiles could 
convert to Christianity, which shows that this letter was written at a very early stage 
in church history, when the vast majority of Christians were Jewish or Jewish 
proselytes, which historians refer to as the Jewish Christians. Another indicator that 
the letter is early is that there is no hint in the letter of a developed organization 
within the Christian community at large. This puts it during the lifetime of Paul 
himself.” 


Guzik’s Commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/galatians-1/) 


also touches on Paul’s authorship: 

“Galatians has been called the “Declaration of Independence of Christian liberty.” 
The great reformer Martin Luther especially loved this letter; he called Galatians his 
“Catherine von Bora” after his wife; because, he said, “I am married to it.” Leon 
Morris wrote, “Galatians is a passionate letter, the outpouring of the soul of a 
preacher on fire for his Lord and deeply committed to bringing his hearers to an 
understanding of what saving faith is.” 

Many scholars believe that Galatians was written in the late 40’s or the early 50’s. 
An approximate date of A.D. 50 is often given. It seems that Paul wrote this letter 
before the Jerusalem Council mentioned in Acts 15, because although he mentions 
several trips to Jerusalem, he makes no mention of the council. Because the 
Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 dealt with the exact issues Paul writes about, it would 
seem strange if the Council had already happened, yet he made no mention of it. If 
it is true that Galatians was written around A.D. 50, then Paul would have been a 
Christian for about 15 years, being converted on the road to Damascus around A.D. 
35." 


Paul introduces himself to the church, and includes his “credentials” so that the 
words he shares will be taken as authoritative and worthy of deep and prayerful 
consideration. 


(Introduction) 


pe ee ea ire ted who raised Him from the dead), 2 and all the 


brethren who are with me, 


To the churches of Galatia: 


3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who 
gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, 


according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forevermore. 
Amen. (Galatians 1:1-5 NASB) 


Quickly we see why Paul was so eager to establish his authority as a teacher and 
apostle. In Paul’s absence, “false teachers” have come that have replaced God’s 
free gift of grace and salvation with a version of “works religion”. Many 
conservative scholars have used (and misused) verses 8 and 9 to condemn what 
they consider to be “false teaching”. This “false teaching” may in fact only bea 
different interpretation of the Scriptures. We must be exceedingly careful in 
interpretation of the Word- most conservatively we should allow the Scripture to 
“interpret itself”. Please see 


(https://www. bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Topical.show/RTD/CGG/ID/2024/ 
Bible-Interprets-Itself.htm): 


“Thus, if God is constant and His Word interprets itself, the corollary principle is that 
the Bible's interpretation of its symbols is consistent. This must be true! If the Bible 
gave us two contradictory interpretations of a symbol, how could we ever feel 
confident that we understood its meaning? This corollary underscores II Peter 1:19, 
where the apostle informs us that "the prophetic word [is] more sure" than even 
eyewitness accounts! We can have confidence in our understanding of the 
prophecies and parables if the symbols we interpret match what we understand in 
other areas of Scripture. Otherwise, we could never be sure!” 


This means that every symbol from Genesis to Revelation is consistent in its 
interpretation. If a rose means something in one part of the Bible, it will mean the 
same elsewhere, though the context may modify it slightly. If God is consistent, His 
Word—His revelation of Himself to us—must also therefore be consistent.” 


(Perversion of the Gospel) 
6 

; 7 which ts really not another; only there are some who 
are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 


10 For am | now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am | striving to please 
men? If | were still trying to please men, | would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
(Galatians 1:6-10 NASB) 
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Paul emphasizes that he received his revelation, instructions and interpretations of 
God’s work among men from Jesus Himself! 


ERD 


(Paul Defends His Ministry) 


13 For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how | used to 
persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; 14 and | was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, 


being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. 15 a rae 


17 nor did | go up to 
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but | went away to Arabia, and 
returned once more to Damascus. 


18 Then three years later | went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with 
Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 But | did not see any other of the 
apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 20 (Now in what | am writing to you, | 
assure you before God that | am not lying.) 21 Then | went into the regions of Syria 
and Cilicia. 22 | was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in 
Christ; 23 but only, they kept hearing, 


. (Galatians 1:11-24 NASB) 
The Council at Jerusalem is worthy of its own consideration. Please see 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council of Jerusalem). The description given by 
Wikipedia summarizes the key issues before the council: 
“The Council of Jerusalem or Apostolic Council was held in Jerusalem around AD 50. 
It is unique among the ancient pre-ecumenical councils in that it is considered by 
Catholics and Orthodox to be a prototype and forerunner of the later ecumenical 


councils and a key part of Christian ethics. foksep most ofthe Law of os 


Accounts of the council are found in Acts of the Apostles chapter 15 (in two different 
forms, the Alexandrian and Western versions) and also possibly in Paul's letter to 
the Galatians chapter 2.[1] Some scholars dispute that Galatians 2 is about the 
Council of Jerusalem (notably because Galatians 2 describes a private meeting) 
while other scholars dispute the historical reliability of the Acts of the Apostles.” 


The issues were complex and contentious- just as many “Councils” of today are. 
The “Judaizers” insisted that unbelievers come to the Gospel THROUGH Judaism, 
and are constrained by the dietary, behavioral, and religious restrictions and 
regulations of the Law. The opponents noted that the Holy Spirit had been given 
freely LS all, and eee God Rolie no partiality” 
(https://bible.kno -jesus.com/topics/God,-Im 
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(The Council at Jerusalem) 

Then after an interval of fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
taking Titus along also. 2 It was because of a revelation that | went up; and | 
submitted to them the gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but | did so in 
private to those who were of reputation, for fear that | might be running, or had run, 
in vain. 3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised. 4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly 
brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
in order to bring us into bondage. 5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for 


even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you. 6 eto me, 


8 (for He who effectually 


worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also 
to the Gentiles), 9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and 
Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 10 They only asked us to remember the poor—the very thing | also 
was eager to do. (Galatians 2:1-10 NASB) 


(Peter (Cephas) Opposed by Paul) 
11 


14 But when | saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, 
| said to Cephas in the presence of all, 


(Galatians 2:1- 
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Paul then summarizes his argument, introducing the theological truth of Abram’s 
(later Abraham’s) righteousness. Abram lived before the Law was given, 
established and codified. Paul points out that Abram’s FAITH was “accounted” or 
“reckoned” to him as righteousness- not his observance of - or even knowledge of 
the Law. The Law is a diagnostic and a teacher- it shows us our sin. The Gospel 
and the grace of God as shown in the sacrifice of the Son Himself are the “cure”! 


(Faith Brings Righteousness) 


you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the 
flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, 
does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by 
the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 


10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, 
to perform them.” 11 Now that no one Is justified by the Law before God is evident; 
for, “The righteous man shall live by faith.” 12 However, the Law is not of faith; on 
the contrary, “He who practices them shall live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree”— 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:1-14 NASB) 
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Galatians 3:10-14 


(Intent of the Law) 

15 Brethren, | speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s 
covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 
16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, 
“And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, 
Christ. 17 What |! am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty 
years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to 
nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on 
a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 


19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been 
ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to 
whom the promise had been made. 20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; 
whereas God Is only one. 21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it 
never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then 
righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 22 But the Scripture has shut 
up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to 
those who believe. 


23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to 
the faith which was later to be revealed. 24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor 
to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under a tutor. 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. 
(Galatians 3:15-29 NASB) 


GALATIANS 3:23- 


HOW THE TORAH LEADS US TO CHRIST 


December 2, 2019 Galatians 4-6 


How are we to look at and experience the love of God in the new “family” He has 
created? Paul urges us to think of ourselves as children- sons and daughters- of the 
Most High. In this Advent season we also remember the pathway God created for 
us to become His “true children”- the sacrifice of His very Son! In the “fullness of 
time” Jesus came- the King that was literally “born to die”- but not simply to die but 
to die for all of us! 


(Sonship in Christ) 

Now | say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave 
although he is owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until 
the date set by the father. 3 So also we, while we were children, were held in 


bondage under the elemental things of the world. 4 Aa aL ee 
5 so that 


He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons. 6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 


But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth his:Son, 


born of woman, born under the law, 
to redeem those who were under the law, 


so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
Galatians 4:4-5 (English Standard Version) 


8 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those 
which by nature are no gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather 
to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless 
elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 10 You observe 
days and months and seasons and years. 11 / fear for you, that perhaps | have 
labored over you in vain. 


12 | beg of you, brethren, become as |! am, for! also have become as you are. You 
have done me no wrong; 13 but you know that it was because of a bodily illness 
that | preached the gospel to you the first time; 14 and that which was a trial to you 
in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an 
angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself. 15 Where then is that sense of blessing you 
had? For | bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes 
and given them to me. 16 So have | become your enemy by telling you the truth? 
17 They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out so that 
you will seek them. 18 But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable 
manner, and not only when / am present with you. 19 My children, with whom Il am 
again in labor until Christ is formed in you— 20 but | could wish to be present with 
you now and to change my tone, for! am perplexed about you. (Galatians 4:1-20 
NASB) 


Paul pleads with those who wish to live “under the Law” (verse 21)- why would you 
prefer bondage to freedom- freedom provided by the Grace of God Himself. The 
freedom we have in the Son far exceeds the bondage to the Law that we once 
experienced as we tried- without success- to live a life of perfect obedience! 


(Bond and Free) 

21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free 
woman. 23 But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the 
son by the free woman through the promise. 24 This is allegorically speaking, for 
these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children 
who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. 25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and 
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But 


But Jerusalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of us 
atl. 


Galatians 4:26 


JAROFQUOTES. COM 
28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But as at that time he 
who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the 
Spirit, so it is now also. 30 But what does the Scripture say? 


“Cast out the bondwoman and her son, 
For the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.” 
(Quoting Genesis 21:10) 


31 
(Galatians 4:21-31 NASB) 


How are we to “walk” each day? We are to “walk by the Spirit” (verse 16). The fruit 
of the Spirit, which we are given when we enter into the abundant life by accepting 
Christs’ sacrifice- is detailed for us (verses 22 and 23) 


(Walk by the Spirit) 


2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you. 3 And | testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he 
is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4 You have been severed from Christ, 
you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we 
through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working 
through love. 


7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion did not come from Him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole 
lump of dough. 10 | have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no other 
view; but the one who Is disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he Is. 11 
But |, brethren, if 1 still preach circumcision, why am | still persecuted? Then the 
stumbling block of the cross has been abolished. 12 | wish that those who are 
troubling you would even mutilate themselves. 


13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law 
Is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by 
one another. 


_17 
For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for 
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you 
please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the 
deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of 
which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those who practice such 


things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 oe 
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25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. (Galatians 5 NASB) 


And finally, we are to bear one another’s burdens. One of the joys of marriage is 
that we can bear another’s sorrows, griefs, and problems so that two meet each 
challenge rather than one alone. We are not to become “weary in doing good”- a 
verse engraved on the little bench outside our Family Life Center in memory of two 
“saints” who never did weary- Fritz and Eda Eggar. 


(Bear One Another’s Burdens) 


3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 
But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting 
in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. 5 For each one will bear his 
own load. 


6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who 
teaches him. 7 Do not be deceived, 


ire ia 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 


and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 
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Galatians 6:9 


11 See with what large letters | am writing to you with my own hand. 12 Those who 
desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, 
simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For those who 
are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you 
circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. 14 But may it never be that | 
would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and | to the world. 15 For neither is circumcision anything, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And those who will walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 


17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for! bear on my body the brand- 
marks of Jesus. 


18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. (Galatians 
6 NASB) 


December 3, 2019 Ephesians 1-3 


The background information in Wikipedia 
h : ikipedi iki/Epistl ns) gives a useful backdrop for 


ttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle to the E 
this letter from Paul to the church in Ephesus: 


According to New Testament scholar Daniel Wallace, the theme may be stated 
pragmatically as "Christians, get along with each other! Maintain the unity 
practically which Christ has effected positionally by his death."[8] 


Another major theme in Ephesians is the keeping of Christ's body (that is, the 
Church) pure and holy. 


Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 


— Ephesians 5:1-2 
In the second part of the letter, Ephesians 4:17-6:20, the author gives practical 
advice in how to live a holy, pure, and Christ-inspired lifestyle.” 


David Guzik’s introduction (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ephesians- 


1/) is also a worthwhile read: 
“Introduction to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

1. The character and themes of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

a. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is different compared to many of the other New 
Testament letters he wrote. 


i. The elevated themes of Ephesians make it highly praised and prized by 
commentators. Ephesians has been called “the Queen of the Epistles,” “the 
quintessence of Paulinism,” “the divinest composition of man” and even “the 
Waterloo of commentators.” Some say that Ephesians reads “like a commentary on 
the Pauline letters” and probably it has been best termed “the crown of Paulinism.” 
(Bruce) 


ii. “It sums up in large measure the leading themes of the Pauline writings... But it 
does more than that; it carries the thought of the earlier letters forward to a new 
stage.” (Bruce) 


iii. “Among the Epistles bearing the name of St. Paul there is none greater than this, 
nor any with a character more entirely its own... There is a peculiar and sustained 
loftiness in its teaching which has deeply impressed the greatest minds and has 
earned for it the title of the ‘Epistle of the Ascension.” (Salmond) 


iv. “The Epistle to the Ephesians is a complete Body of Divinity. In the first chapter 


and inwardly digest’ the Epistle to the Ephesians.” (Spurgeon) 


b. If the Letter to the Romans focuses more on God’s work in the individual 
Christian, Ephesians includes the great themes of God’s work in the church, the 
community of believers. 


i. Karl Marx wrote about a new man and a new Society, but he saw man and society 
both in almost purely economic terms and offered only economic answers. In his 
letter to the Ephesians, Paul also saw the new man and a new society, but he saw it 
all accomplished by the work of Jesus. 


c. Ephesians has many similarities with Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Since Paul 
wrote both of them from his Roman imprisonment, his mind may have worked on 
the same themes when he wrote each letter. 


i. “He wrote to the Colossians to meet a particular situation and danger in the 
church at Colossae. Then with his mind still working over the theme of the 
greatness and glory of Christ, but moving on to consider the place of the Church in 
the purpose of God, he wrote Ephesians, this time without the limitation of any 
polemical aims.” (Foulkes) 


ii. In looking at the great, majestic themes of Ephesians, it is important to remember 
that Paul wrote this letter from prison. 


d. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:9-10: But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him.” But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For 
the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. Ephesians is the 
fulfillment of this. It reveals the things God has prepared for those who love Him.” 


| can truthfully say that for almost fifty years (since about 1970), | have spent more 
time reading, studying and meditating on this particular letter than any other part 
of the Scriptures. The Bible literally “came alive” for me when | was reading my NIV 
New Testament (a new translation at the time) and read the stirring words of 
comfort in Ephesians 2, “but God, rich in mercy” (Ephesians 2:4) and saw my whole 
understanding of theology galvanized by 1 Corinthians 4:20 “For the kingdom of 
God is not a matter of talk but of power” 


Paul starts with a description out of his experience with the blessings of his personal 
redemption, when God literally knocked him to the ground and changed the 
trajectory of Paul’s life in a complete change of direction and focus. The 
“persecutor” became the “evangelist”! 


(The Blessings of Redemption) 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 


To the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


THE 


ny 


- . 
VITH.E SPIRITUAL 
BLESSING IN CHRIST. 


(they Orn ) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His 
grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us 
the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 
with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the 
summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In 
Him 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we 
who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him, 
you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation— 
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s 
own possession, to the praise of His glory. 


15 For this reason | too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists 
among you and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease giving thanks for you, 
while making mention of you in my prayers; 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of Him. 


. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of 
His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead 
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His 
feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1 NASB) 


And now the words that literally changed my life, as | realized God was writing a 
“love letter” to me personally. For the first time | realized how generous, merciful, 
good and infinitely forgiving and gracious God really is! 


(Made Alive in Christ) 


8 For by grace 
you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them. 


me 


FP GOD, BEING RICH IN MERCY, BECAUSE OF HIS GREATD:LOVEM 


ICH HE LOVED US, EVEN'WHEN WE WER 
11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles 
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by 
human hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus 
you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the 
barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the 
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make 
the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 17 
And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those 
who were near; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 19 


(Ephesians 2 NASB) 


Paul then patiently explains the purpose of his coming to the people in the city of 
Ephesus- to preach, teach, and establish a church so that the body of Christ could 
grow and flourish: 


(Paul’s Stewardship) 


3 
3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as | wrote 


before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the 


sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the 
body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 7 of 
which | was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given 
to me according to the working of His power. 8 To me, the very least of all saints, 
this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 
and to bring to light what Is the administration of the mystery which for ages has 
been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in 
the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident 
access through faith in Him. 13 Therefore | ask you not to lose heart at my 
tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory. 


14 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner 
man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of 
God. 


so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 


being 
rooted. and 
STONERS 
in love 
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20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3 
NASB) 


December 4, 2019 Ephesians 4-6 


Among the divisiveness and rancor that sometimes separates the various 
denominations and churches, the words of the Scripture shine with a burning light, 
illuminating our divided and sometimes t[petty insistence on “our” interpretation of 
the truth: “ There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one 
hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all 
who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6 NASB) 


(Unity of the Spirit) 

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 
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7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 
Therefore it says, 


“When He ascended on high, 
He led captive a host of captives, 
And He gave gifts to men.” 


9 (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also 
He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 And 
He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 
some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure 


of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 ee ea i 


Ephesians 4:1-16 


( 
NASB) 


How are we to “walk”? We are to walk in a way that shows the world that we have 
been touched, transformed, and filled by God’s own Holy Spirit. This requires that 
we hold to the highest standards of morality, exhibit empathy and compassion, and 
accept rather than judge! 


(The Christian’s Walk) 


the Gentiles also wal, nthe fatily of their mind, 18 being darkened inher 


; 19 and they, having become callous, 


have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity 
with greediness. 20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have 
heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in 
reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being 
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has 
been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 


] 


28 He who 
steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own 
hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 
29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace 
to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one 


another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven 
you. (Ephesians 4:17-32 NASB) 


We are to “imitate God”. This does not mean that we are to be cheap 
“counterfeits” of the matchless grace, love and power of God. Instead we are to be 
so focused on, so dedicated to, and so in love with God that our good deeds and 
correct actions flow naturally from the Spirit within us. This “individual revival” is a 
picture of the revival that is so desperately needed in this age! 


(Be Imitators of God) 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ 
3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as 
is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse 
Jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with 


certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, 
has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 


6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with 
them; 8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as 
children of Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth), 10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Do not 
participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for 
it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 13 
But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything 
that becomes visible is light. 14 For this reason it says, 


“Awake, sleeper, 
And arise from the dead, 
And Christ will shine on you.” 


15 

. 17 So then do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 
20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, 
even the Father; 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. (Ephesians 
5:1-21 NASB) 


We then see a picture of marriage that reflects the mysterious and wonderful unity 
of Christ and His church. Our marriages are to reflect the sacrificial giving , the 
focus on what is good for the other, and the willingness to be kind and forgiving that 
are the center of a good and lasting marriage on the earth. The promise of the wife 
in the traditional marriage ceremony “to obey” comes from this Scripture. What 
men selfishly ignore at times is the command of Jesus to “love your wives, just as 


Christ loved the church”. How could a woman not respond in love and joy if they 
are loved in this perfect and complete way? 


(Marriage Like Christ and the Church) 

22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the 
Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought 
to be to their husbands in everything. 


25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, 
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and 
blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. 
He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but 
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are 
members of His body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery 
is great; but |!am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 
Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as 
himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband. (Ephesians 5:22- 
33 NASB) 


(Family Relationships) 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 Honor your father and 
mother (which Is the first commandment with a promise), 3 so that it may be well 
with you, and that you may live long on the earth. 


4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 


5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart. 7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing 
that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, 
whether slave or free. 


9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that 
both their Master and yours Is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 
(Ephesians 6:1-9 NASB) 


There is a battle raging. We must be prepared to fight! Notice that all the weapons 
of warfare and the armor is “front facing”. We are not to flee from Satan, but to 
conform him “head on”. The Scriptures teach us that if we will confront Satan this 
way, then he will “flee”. “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.” (James 4:7 NIV) 


(The Armor of God) 
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18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, 
be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19 and pray on 
my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make 
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which |am an ambassador in 
chains; that in proclaiming it | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak. 


21 But that you also may know about my circumstances, how | am doing, Tychicus, 
the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to 
you. 22 | have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about 
us, and that he may comfort your hearts. 


23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with 
incorruptible love. (Ephesians 6:10-24 NASB) 


December 5, 2019 Philippians 1-4 


One of the things most important to me in my “OCD” world is closure! | am 
relieved- unnecessarily- to discover that when God begins a “good work” He 
completes it- and He completes it in us! (verse 6). WE also see the wonderful and 
remarkable fruits of patience - especially as to the power of prayer. Paul has 
prayed deeply and constantly for the church he planted in Phillipi, and is full of joy 
to see the work of the Spirit there in these new believers. 


Guzik (https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017-Phl/Phl- 
l.cfm)is helpful here: 


“d. He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 
Christ: When Paul thought of the beginning of God’s work among the Philippians 
(from the first day), it was natural that he also thought of the day when that work 
would be complete. Paul also expressed his confidence in God’s ability to complete 
that work. 


i. It was indeed a good work begun in the Philippians and in all believers. “The work 
of grace has its root in the divine goodness of the Father, it is planted by the self- 
denying goodness of the Son, and it is daily watered by the goodness of the Holy 
Sprit; it springs from good and leads to good, and so is altogether good.” 
(Spurgeon) 


ii. Because this good work was begun, Paul was confident of its completion. God is a 
worker who completes His works. “Where is there an instance of God’s beginning 
any work and leaving it incomplete? Show me for once a world abandoned and 
thrown aside half formed; show me a universe cast off from the Great Potter’s 
wheel, with the design in outline, the clay half hardened, and the form unshapely 
from incompleteness.” (Spurgeon) 


iii. This work in the believer will not be finally complete until the day of Jesus Christ, 
which in context has the idea of the second coming of Jesus and our resurrection 
with Him. “Holy Scripture does not regard a man as perfect when the soul is 
perfected, it regards his body as being a part of himself; and as the body will not 
rise again from the grave till the coming of the Lord Jesus, when we shall be 
revealed in the perfection of our manhood, even as he will be revealed, that day of 
the second coming is set as the day of the finished work which God hath begun.” 
(Spurgeon)” 


(Thanksgiving) 
1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, 


To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and 
deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


imprisonment and nthe de 8 For God is my witness, how | long for you all with the 


affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this | pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things 
that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11 
having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, 
to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:1-11 NASB) 
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6° PHILIPPIANS 1:6 ce 


(The Gospel Is Preached) 

12 Now | want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for 
the greater progress of the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of 
Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to 
everyone else, 14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear. 15 
Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also 
from good will; 16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that |! am appointed for the 
defense of the gospel; 17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather 
than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. 18 What 
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; 
and in this | rejoice. 


Yes, and | will rejoice, 19 for | know that this will turn out for my deliverance through 
your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my 
earnest expectation and hope, that | will not be put to shame in anything, but that 
with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether 
by life or by death. (Philippians 1:12-20 NASB) 


(To Live Is Christ) 


. 25 Convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with you all 
for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that your proud confidence in me may 
abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you again. 


27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether | come and see you or remain absent, | will hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruction for 
them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to you it has been 
granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 
30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 
(Philippians 1:21-30 NASB) 


“Imitators of Christ” is a wonderful phrase that flows smoothly and sounds very 
“spiritual”. One of the most difficult things | have ever had to learn in my walk is 
the resist the temptation to “imitate Christ” in my own strength and with my own 
wisdom and experience. Only as | have learned to trust and believe in the power of 
the Spirit within me has this phrase been a statement of joy and purpose instead of 
a huge burden. 


(Be Like Christ) 


3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not 
merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 
likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason 


Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth. 
Philippians 2:9-10 


12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His 

good pleasure. 


17 But even if | am being poured 
out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, | rejoice and 
share my joy with you all. 18 You too, | urge you, rejoice in the same way and share 
your joy with me. (Philippians 2:1-18 NASB) 


(Timothy and Epaphroditus) 
19 But | hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that | also may be 
encouraged when | learn of your condition. 20 For | have no one else of kindred 
spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek after 
their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus. 22 But you know of his proven worth, 
that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his 
father. 23 Therefore | hope to send him immediately, as soon as | see how things go 
with me; 24 and | trust in the Lord that | myself also will be coming shortly. 25 But | 
thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and 
fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; 26 because he 
was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 


(Philippians 2:19-30 NASB) 


What is the “mark of the Christian”? - love, peace and JOY. We can only truly 
rejoice in the Lord as we are filled with His Spirit and rest in His love! We must 
“press on” toward the goal as we learn day by day how to become the persons God 
created us to be (verses 12-14). 


(The Goal of Life) 
To write the same things again is no 
trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you. 


2 

3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in 
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 4 although | myself might have 
confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the 
flesh, | far more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found 
blameless. 


7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. 8 More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss 
of all things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ, 9 and may be 
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that 
which Is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the 
basis of faith, 10 that |! may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that | may 
attain to the resurrection from the dead. 


an so that | may lay hold ofthat for which also | was lad hold of by Christ Jesus 13 


15 Let us 


therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a 
different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by 
that same standard to which we have attained. 
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17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to 
the pattern you have in us. 18 For many walk, of whom | often told you, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set 
their minds on earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also 

we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of 
our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the 
power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. (Philippians 3 NASB) 


Anxiety shrinks and disappears before confidence- the confidence that God is a 
provider and is the “lover of our souls”. Verses 6 and 7 become more than a 
beautiful plaque on the wall but a real part of our hearts as we learn to trust and not 
to become anxious about “anything”! 


Filling our minds- meditating on and rejoicing in- the “good things” will build a 
positive mindset and lead to a more peaceful, health and long life (please see 
https://www.verywellmind.com/benefits-of-positive-thinking-2794767). The 
Scripture verses below (verses 9 and 10) urge us to do just that! 


(Think of Excellence) 
Therefore, my beloved brethren whom | long to see, my joy and crown, in this way 
stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 


2 / urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true 
companion, | ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the 
cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, 
whose names are in the book of life. 


4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentle spirit be 
known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 


7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:1-9 NASB) 


(God's Provisions) 

10 But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern 
for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that 
| speak from want, for | have learned to be content in whatever circumstances | am. 
12 1 know how to get along with humble means, and | also know how to live in 
prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of being filled 


and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13 | can do all 
14 Nevertheless, you have done well to 
share with me in my affliction. 


15 You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, 
after | left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving but you alone; 16 for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once 
for my needs. 17 Not that | seek the gift itself, but | seek for the profit which 
increases to your account. 18 But | have received everything in full and have an 
abundance; | am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have 
sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 19 
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21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22 All 
the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household. 


23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. (Philippians 4:10-23 NASB) 
December 6, 2019 Colossians 1-4 


Why do we pray for one another? Among the many reason- petitions for healing, 
change of heart or circumstance, we pray to have the Spirit more completely fill and 
empower us and those we love. Paul prayed this way and was privileged to witness 
the increase e that came for the work of the Spirit. 


(Thankfulness for Spiritual Attainments) 
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 


2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father. 


we 
just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a 
faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, 8 and he also informed us of your love in the 
Spirit. 


9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for 
you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, 
for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 
(Colossians 1:1-12 NASB) 


Many have asked...what is God like? Not just “what does He look like”- an 
unanswerable question (answered by young Billy who proudly stated that we would 
know once he finished his picture of God!)- but what is His nature and personality- 
how does He love us, and how can we love Him back and serve Him with joy and 
gladness. To answer this series of important questions, God gave us His very Son! 


(The Incomparable Christ) 

13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
SINS. 


VERYFHING WAS CREATED 
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COLOSSIANS 1:16 


21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 
deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order 
to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach— 23 if indeed 
you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister. 


24 Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | do my share on 
behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what Is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions. 25 Of this church | was made a minister according to the stewardship 
from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that | might fully carry out the 
preaching of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from 
the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to 
whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim Him, 
admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may 
present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose also | labor, striving 


according to His power, which mightily works within me. (Colossians 1: 13-29 
NASB) 


We are to participate actively in the “building project” that God has undertaken for 
each of us. God is intent on making us into the complete and beautiful person that 
he created us to be- the very “image bearers of God Himself” (Genesis 1:26; James 
3:9- please see https://tifwe.org/made-in-the-image-of-god-the-basis-for-our- 


significance/). 


(You Are Built Up in Christ) 

For | want you to know how great a struggle | have on your behalf and for those who 
are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 2 that their 
hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all 
the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true 
knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 | say this so that no one will delude you with 
persuasive argument. 5 For even though | am absent in body, nevertheless | am 
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith 
in Christ. 


6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having 
been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just 
as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 
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8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the 


world, rather than according to Christ. 9 
11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision 


made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up 
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 
having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which 
was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him. 


16 Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to 
a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day— 17 things which are a mere shadow of 
what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one keep 
defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the 
angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly 
mind, 19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being 
supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which 
is from God. 


(Colossians 2 NASB) 


Ephesians tells us to “sit” (Ephesians 2:5-6), “walk” (Ephesians 4:1;17; 5:1-16) and 
“stand” (Ephesians 6:10-20) as pointed out in the wonderful book by Watchman 
Nee of the same name (highly recommended- https://www.amazon.com/Sit-Walk- 
Stand-Watchman-Nee/dp/0842358935). Here Paul tells us to “put on” our “new” 


self, since we are raised up by Christ to sit with Him at the right hand of God. 
Everything should be done “in love” (verse 14). 


(Put On the New Self) 


5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is 
because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of 
disobedience, 7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. 8 


But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive 
speech from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old 
self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new Self who is being renewed to 
a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him— 11a 
renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. 


(Colossians 3:1-17 NASB) 


ellie AJourrseloes 


WITH COMPASSION, KINDNESS, 
HUMILITY, GENTLENESS AND 
PATIENCE. 


COLOSSIANS 3:12 


(Family Relations) 
18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love 


your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 fat thers donee 


22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external 
service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the 
Lord, 23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for 
men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. 
It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the 
consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 
(Colossians 3:18-25 NASB) 


Paul accepts the world order as it is, and sees the transformation brought about by 
Christs’ sacrifice as sufficient for all. This is not to say that Paul or the church 
fathers “embraced” or “recommended” slavery, but that they accepted it as being 
transformed as with all else in creation- a new relationship now exists between us 
all (please see https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/why-wrong-say-bible 
slavery/ and https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-paul-worked-to-overcome- 
slavery). 


(Fellow Workers) 
Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a 
Master in heaven. 


2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3 
praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the 
word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which | have also been 
imprisoned; 4 that | may make it clear in the way | ought to speak. 


5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, 
so that you will know how you should respond to each person. 


Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 
the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation 
be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, 
so that you may know how to answer everyone. 
Colossians 4:5-6 


7 As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow 
bona-servant in the Lord, will bring you information. 8 For | have sent him to you for 
this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may 
encourage your hearts; 9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, 
who is one of your number. They will inform you about the whole situation here. 


10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas’s 
cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome 
him); 11 and also Jesus who ts called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for 
the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, and they have proved to be an 
encouragement to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of 


Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his 
prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God. 13 For | 
testify for him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea 
and Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and also 
Demas. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the church 
that is in her house. 16 When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the 
church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from 
Laodicea. 17 Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received 
in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” 


18 
. (Colossians 4 NASB) 
December 7, 2019 1 Thessalonians 1-5 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_ Epistle to the Thessalonians) provides 
a historic background on this letter from Paul, widely believed to be the first writing 
of Paul to the churches he planted and visited: 

“The First Epistle to the Thessalonians, commonly referred to as First Thessalonians 
or 1 Thessalonians, is a Pauline epistle of the New Testament of the Christian Bible. 
The epistle is attributed to Paul the Apostle, and is addressed to the church in 
Thessalonica, in modern-day Greece. 


~— 


“Most New Testament scholars believe Paul the Apostle wrote this letter from 
Corinth, although information appended to this work in many early manuscripts 
(e.g., Codices Alexandrinus, Mosquensis, and Angelicus) state that Paul wrote it in 
Athens[3] after Timothy had returned from Macedonia with news of the state of the 
church in Thessalonica (Acts 18:1-5; 1 Thes. 3:6). For the most part, the letter is 
personal in nature, with only the final two chapters spent addressing issues of 
doctrine, almost as an aside. Paul's main purpose in writing is to encourage and 
reassure the Christians there. Paul urges them to go on working quietly while 
waiting in hope for the return of Christ.” 


Paul gives his usual uplifting and encouraging greeting to those laboring for the 


Lord in Thessalonica. He urges them to “give thanks” (verse 2) as he does for 
them. 


(Thanksgiving for These Believers) 
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, 


To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 


i Sy bag pk ac ak 


sake. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word 
in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. 9 
For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for 
His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues US 
from the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1 NASB) 


I jour work 0 love, and patience 
of hope i in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the sight of God 


and our Father: 
- 1 Thessalonians 1:3 (KJV) - 


Paul urges them to “walk” in a manner worthy of the Lord (verse 12) 


(Paul’s Ministry) 

2 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but 
after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had 
the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition. 3 
For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; 4 but 
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts. 5 For we never 


came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is 
witness— 6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even 
though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 7 But we proved 
to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 
Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only 
the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us. 


9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as 
not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You 
are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we 
behaved toward you believers; 11 just as you know how we were exhorting and 
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children, 12 
so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own 
kingdom and glory. 
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"Walk worthy of God 
who calls you 
into His own 

kingdom and glory.” 


1 THESSALONIANS 2:12 


LifeHopeandTruth.com 


. 14 For 
you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in 
Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 
countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, 15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and 
the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 
16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the 
result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon 
them to the utmost. 


17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in person, 
not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face. 18 For we 
wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us. 19 For 
who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy. (1 Thessalonians 2 
NASB) 


Paul’s prayer is for “more love”- that the believers there would “increase in love” 
(verses 11-13) 


(Encouragement of Timothy’s Visit) 

3 Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind 
at Athens alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the 
gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 3 so that no one 
would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been 
destined for this. 4 For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in 
advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you 
know. 5 For this reason, when | could endure it no longer, | also sent to find out 
about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor 
would be in vain. 


6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of 
your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as 
we also long to see you, 7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction 
we were comforted about you through your faith; 8 for now we really live, if you 
stand firm in the Lord. 9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for 
all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, 10 as we night 
and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete 
what Is lacking in your faith? 


Ss. (1 Thessalonians 3 NASB) 


to one another 
LN and to all, 
0 be so that He may 
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Where do we go when we die and leave the earth? Many have posed this question- 
sometimes out of curiosity, sometimes out of fear. It is a question that begs for an 
answer. Paul comforts the Thessalonians (and us!) with a powerful reassurance. 
We who are “asleep in Christ” will join Him at the last days - the days of the 
(presumably second) coming of the Lord (verses 13-17). | am not afraid when | 
sleep, for | believe | will awaken to a new day. Those who “sleep in Christ” will have 
a new day as well- they will awaken in the eternal presence and fellowship of the 
Lord! 


(Sanctification and Love) 

4 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 
received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as 
you actually do walk), that you excel still more. 2 For you know what 
commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will 
of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that 
each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in 
lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no man 
transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in 
all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 7 For God 
has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 8 So, he who 
rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you. 


9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 for indeed you do 
practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, 


brethren, to excel still more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and 
attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you, 
12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need. (1 
Thessalonians 4:1-12 NASB) 


(Those Who Died in Christ) 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 
so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
NASB) 


For since we believe that 


JESUS DIED 
AND ROSE 
AGAIN, 


even so, through Jesus, Gor 
will bring with him those 
who have fallen asleep. 


1 Thessalonians 4:14 


® Faithlife 


(The Day of the Lord) 

5 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be 
written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come 
Just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then 
destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, 
and they will not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day 
would overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We 
are not of night nor of darkness; 6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us 
be alert and sober. 7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who 
get drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having 
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 
For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 


Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will 
live together with Him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one 
another, just as you also are doing. (1 Thessalonians 4:5-11 NASB) 


So how should we live this life- this gift that God has given us? We should live it 
joyfully, confidently, with a quiet assurance that we are victors and not “victims”. 
Our prayers should be constant (without ceasing- verses 17-18) as we await the 
coming of the Lord in glory. 


(Christian Conduct) 
12 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor 
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and 
that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with 
one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one repays 
another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another 
and for all people. 16 


do not despise prophetic utterances. 21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast 
to that which Is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil. 


PRAY 


CONTINUALLY 


GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES 
™ FOR THIS IS GOD’S WILL FOR 
YOU IN CHRIST JESUS 


1 THESSALONIANS 5:17-18 


23 
Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. 
25 Brethren, pray for us. 


26 Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 27 | adjure you by the Lord to have this 
letter read to all the brethren. 


28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (1 Thessalonians 4:12-28 NASB) 
December 8, 2019 2 Thessalonians 1-3 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_ Epistle to the Thessalonians) offers 
a detailed background for this second letter of Paul to the church in Thessalonica: 


“The Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, commonly referred to as Second 
Thessalonians or 2 Thessalonians is a book from the New Testament of the Christian 
Bible. It is traditionally attributed to Paul the Apostle, with Timothy as a co-author. 
Modern biblical scholarship is divided on whether the epistle was written by Paul; 
many scholars reject its authenticity based on what they see as differences in style 
and theology between this and the First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 


Scholars who support its authenticity view it as having been written around 51-52 
AD, shortly after the First Epistle. Those who see it as a later composition assign a 
date of around 80-115 AD. 


Thessalonica was the second city in Europe where Paul helped to create an 
organized Christian community. At some point after the first letter was sent, 
probably soon, some of the Thessalonicans grew concerned over whether those who 
had died would share in the parousia. This letter was written in response to this 
concern. The problem then arises, as Raymond Brown points out, whether this letter 
is an authentic writing of Paul written by one of his followers in his name. 


If this letter is authentic, then it might have been written soon after Paul's first letter 
to this community—or possibly years later. Brown notes that Paul "most likely 
visited Thessalonica several times in his journeys to Macedonia". However, if the 
letter is not authentic, Brown notes that "in some ways interpretation becomes 
more complex." Brown believes that the majority of scholars who advocate 
pseudonymity would place it towards the end of the first century, the same time 
that Revelation was written. These scholars emphasize the appearance of "man of 
sin" in the second chapter of this letter, whether this personage is identified with 
the Antichrist of 1 John and Revelation, or with a historical person like Caligula. 
The traditional view is that the second epistle to the Thessalonians was probably 
written from Corinth not many months after the first. 


Biblical commentator and pastor John Macarthur writes, "The emphasis is on how to 


Paul opens the letter praising this church for their faithfulness and perseverance in 
the face of persecution: 


"We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because 
your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another 
grows ever greater; therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the 
churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your 
persecutions and afflictions which you endure" (2 Thess 1:3-5 NASB). 


| 


From the inference of 2:1-2, the Thessalonians were faced with a false teaching, 
saying that Christ had already returned. This error is corrected in chapter 2 (2:1- 
12), where Paul tells the Thessalonians that a great tribulation must occur before 


Christ's return. Seeing as how this series of events has not yet happened, his 
argument reads, Christ cannot have returned yet. He then expresses thanks that his 
readers were the elect of God, chosen for salvation and saved by His grace through 
faith, and thus not susceptible to the deception of the "Great Apostasy," (2 Thess 
2:13-14) first mentioned here as is the "Katechon" (2 Thess 2:6-7). 


In 2 Thess 2:15, Paul instructs his readers to "old fast to the traditions (Greek: 
mapasddoetc, Latin: traditiones) which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or 
by our letter." Quoting this verse, in his On the Holy Spirit, Basil the Great writes, 
"These [traditions] have been passed on by word of mouth from Paul or from the 
other apostles, without necessarily being written down," and mentions the 
Trinitarian confession of faith as an example of "unwritten tradition". Cyril of 
Jerusalem shares a similar view in his Catechetical Lectures, argues that the 
traditions stated by Paul should be preserved and memorized, at a minimum in the 
form of the Creed. In his homily on this verse, John Chrysostom differentiates oral 
tradition from written tradition. At that time, the oral tradition has been defined as 
the "tradition" and the written tradition as "Scripture", united together in "the 
authenticity of their apostolic origin". Everett Ferguson says Paul's reference to 
tradition implicates that "what was delivered was from the Lord", and John Stott 
calls the tradition (Greek: mapad5ootc, paradosis) "apostolic 'tradition'". 


The letter continues by encouraging the Thessalonian church to stand firm in their 
faith, and to "keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not 
according to the tradition which you received from us... do not associate with him, 
so that he will be put to shame. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish 
him as a brother" (2 Thess 3:6-7, 14-15). 


Paul ends this letter by saying, "I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and 
this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; this is the way | write. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all" (2 Thess 3:17-18). Macarthur writes, 


A passage from this book reading "For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat", (2 Thess. 3:10), 
was later adapted by Vladimir Lenin as an adage of the Soviet Union, He who does 
not work, neither shall he eat.” 


Giving thanks- a key part of Christian life and witness. Paul gives thanks for the 
work of the Spirit in the believers in the church at Thessalonica- they are growing in 
faith and love- so much that Paul “speaks proudly” of them to the other churches 
(verse 4). 


(Thanksgiving for Faith and Perseverance) 
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, 


To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2 
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


because your faith s greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one 
. 5 This is a plain indication of God’s 


righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with 
affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us 
as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in 
flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those 
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 
when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end 
also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and 
fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 so that the 
name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 1 NASB) 


We ought always to thank God Jom 
for you, brothers and sisters, 
and rightly so, because your 

faith is growing more and more, 
and the love all of you have 
for one another is increasing. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 


We then receive teaching on the coming (the Second Coming) of the Lord Jesus. 
Paul points to this as the anticipated and much welcomed climax of history- the Day 
at which all Godly judgment will be administered and the faithful ones gathered to 
their “final family” together forever with the Lord. The nature and personality of the 
“man of lawlessness” (Satan himself) is clearly described. He will be slain with the 
“breath of His mouth”! Just as God “breathed” life into Adam, He will “breathe” 
death to Satan. This imagery is repeated in great detail in the Revelation to John. 


(Man of Lawlessness) 
2 


5 Do you not remember that while | 


was still with you, | was telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him 
now, so that in his time he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is 
already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the 
way. 8 


1 For 
this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe 
what Is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, 
but took pleasure in wickedness. 


And then the lawigcss ong will 
be revealed, whom the 
lord Jzsus will overthrow 
with the brgath of his mouth 
and een by ing senor 


2 Thessalonians 2:5 


13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 
because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14 It was for this He called you through our 
gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brethren, 
stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter from us. 


16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us 
and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 17 comfort and strengthen 
your hearts in every good work and word. (2 Thessalonians 2 NASB) 


Paul then asks for prayer- the prayer that unleashes the power of the very Spirit of 
God- to accomplish the building up of the saints and the church. Paul tell the 


church (and us) to be confident- not because of our godliness but because of the 
“steadfastness” of Christ and the love of God (verses 4 and 5). 


(Exhortation) 

3 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be 
glorified, just as it did also with you; 2 and that we will be rescued from perverse 
and evil men; for not all have faith) 3 But the Lord 1s faithrul, and He will strengthen 
and protect you from the evil one, 4 We have confidence in the Lord concerning 
you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command. 5 May the Lord 
direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ. 


6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the 
tradition which you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to 
follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, 
8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship 
we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you; 9 
not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a 
model for you, so that you would follow our example. 10 For even when we were 
with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone Is not willing to work, then he is 
not to eat, either. 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined 
life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 12 Now such persons we 


command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their 
own bread. 


14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that 
person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame. 15 Yet do not 
regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 


16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every 
circumstance. The Lord be with you all! 


17 |, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in 
every letter; this is the way | write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. (2 Thessalonians 3 NASB) 


December 9, 2019 1 Timothy 1-6 

Wikipedia’s article (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_ Epistle to Timothy) on 1 
Timothy provides some useful background for this “pastoral letter” from Paul to 
Timothy: 

“The First Epistle of Paul to Timothy, usually referred to simply as First Timothy and 
often written 1 Timothy, is one of three letters in the New Testament of the Bible 
often grouped together as the Pastoral Epistles, along with Second Timothy and 
Titus. The letter, traditionally attributed to the Apostle Paul, consists mainly of 
counsels to his younger colleague and delegate Timothy regarding his ministry in 
Ephesus (1:3). These counsels include instructions on the organization of the Church 
and the responsibilities resting on certain groups of leaders therein as well as 
exhortations to faithfulness in maintaining the truth amid surrounding errors. 


The author of First Timothy has been traditionally identified as the Apostle Paul. He 
is named as the author of the letter in the text (1:1). Nineteenth- and twentieth- 
century scholarship questioned the authenticity of the letter, with many scholars 
suggesting that First Timothy, along with Second Timothy and Titus, are not the 
work of Paul, but rather are unattributable Christian writing some time in the late- 
first-to-mid-2nd centuries.[1] Most scholars now affirm this view.[2][3] As evidence 
for this perspective, they put forward that the Pastoral Epistles contain 306 words 
that Paul does not use in his unquestioned letters, that their style of writing is 


different from that of his unquestioned letters, that they reflect conditions and a 
church organization not current in Paul's day, and that they do not appear in early 
lists of his canonical works.” 


David Guzik’s commentary 


(http://300.mx.highcountryresources.com/com/guz/view.cgi? 
book=1ti&chapter=001) is helpful as always: 


“1 Timothy was written by Paul to Timothy sometime after his release from Roman 
imprisonment as described at the end of Acts, from Macedonia (1 Timothy 1:3). 


Apparently, after his release (hoped for in Philemon 22 and Philippians 1:25-26 and 
2:24), Paul returned to the city of Ephesus, discovering that during his absence 
Ephesus had become a storm center of false teaching (a sad fulfillment of the 
prediction he had made to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:29-30). 


Paul probably dealt with the leaders of the heresy personally, but soon found it 
necessary to leave for Macedonia. He then left Timothy in charge of affairs at 
Ephesus, as Paul's personal representative. He knew that Timothy had a tough job 
to carry out, so he hoped that this letter would both equip and encourage him in the 
task.” 


Paul had no children that are recorded in Scripture. In fact, Paul’s “personal life” is 
shrouded in mystery. It is clear, however, that Paul “adopted” the young man 
Timothy as his “spiritual child” or “godchild”, and trusted him with the care of the 
church in Ephesus. Paul writes passionately, and from personal experience, as to 
the ways those in leadership can shepherd the church, to guard its purity, and keep 
it from error> 


(Misleadings in Doctrine and Living) 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, 
and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope, 


. 5 But the goal of our 
instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 
For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, 
7 wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either 
what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions. 


8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 realizing the fact that 
law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, 
for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their 
fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and immoral men and homosexuals and 
kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 


11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which | have been 
entrusted. 


12 | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered 
me faithful, putting me into service, 13 even though | was formerly a blasohemer 
and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet | was shown mercy because | acted 
ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with 
the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. 


16 Yet for this reason | found mercy, so that in 
me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an 
example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 17 Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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18 This command | entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the 
prophecies previously made concerning, that by them you fight the good fight, 19 
keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered 
shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
whom | have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme. (1 
Timothy 1 NASB) 


Paul was very familiar with the power of prayer. His call and challenge to “pray 
without ceasing” ( 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) was a touchstone of his personal faith. 


A Call to Prayer 

First of all, then, | urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be 
made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for 
all, the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this | was appointed a preacher 


and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth. 
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8 Therefore ! want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and dissension. (1 Timothy 2:1-8) 


Then Paul gets into trouble, at least with “modern women”, in instructing them to 
dress modestly and discreetly, and to avoid jewelry (and makeup too, if he had 
remembered to insert that into this letter at this point!) The instructions about 
“submissiveness” also rankle many of the female persuasion- but this injunction 
was delivered in love, and to a culture in which women were seldom formally 
educated. 


(Women Instructed) 
9 


Likewise, | want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and 
12 But | do not 


allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 
For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who 
was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women 
will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love 
and sanctity with self-restraint.(1 Timothy 2:9-15 NASB) 


It is critically important that those who lead the church be exemplary morally and 
spiritually. Without a strong and spiritual leadership, the church can flounder and 
lose its way. 


(Overseers and Deacons) 


, 6and not a new convert, 


so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the 
devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that 
he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 


8 Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to 
much wine or fond of sordid gain, 9 

. 10 These men must also first be tested; then let them serve as 
deacons if they are beyond reproach. 11 Women must likewise be dignified, not 
malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Deacons must be 
husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own 
households. 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a 
high standing and great confidence in the faith that Is in Christ Jesus. 


14 1am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but in 
case | am delayed, | write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in 
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of 
the truth. 16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: 


. (1 Timothy 3 NASB) 


This passage (1 Timothy 3:16) is a poem/song and is worthy of its own separate 
commentary - please see (https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills- 
exposition-of-the-bible/1-timothy-3-16.html; and also 


https://www.unsealed.org/2019/05/uncovering-mystery-of-prophetic-poem-in.html). 
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It is inevitable that apostasy and heresy will come to the church. The enemy is 
famously adept at sowing half truths to God’s children. We can see this deceptive 
practice as early as Eden: 


“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 
any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and 
he ate.” (Genesis 3:1-6) 


Satan asked Eve if it was true that they (the first man and woman) should not at of 
“any tree”. When Eve answers correctly- then Satan suggests that “you will not 
die”. This was, of course, a lie- they would (and did) die physically later in time and 
“died” spiritually when they disobeyed God and sin entered the world! 


(Apostasy) 


. 4 For everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude; 
5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer. (1 Timothy 4:1-5 
NASB) 


We all need to stay “in the Word”- especially those who are called by God to 
leadership and into the office of Deacon or Elder in the church. 


(A Good Minister’s Discipline) 


.9ltisa 
trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance. 10 For it is for this we labor and 
strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all 
men, especially of believers. 


11 Prescribe and teach these things. 


. 13 Until | come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, 
to exhortation and teaching. 14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which 
was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by 
the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your 
progress will be evident to all. 16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your 
teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both 
for yourself and for those who hear you. (1 Timothy 4:6-16 NASB) 
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1 TIMOTHY 4:12 


The Christian home is the foundational nurturing place of refuge for all of us. In the 
home we learn to love, cooperate, sacrifice in love and are taught the truths of God. 
Paul makes certain that Timothy understands the key place that a solid, spiritual, 
and nurturing home play in the equipping of the saints. 


(Honor Widows) 

5 Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the 
younger men as brothers, 2 the older women as mothers, and the younger women 
as sisters, in all purity. 
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Helping Families Thrive” 


9 A widow Is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having 
been the wife of one man, 10 having a reputation for good works; and if she has 
brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the 
saints’ feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to 
every good work. 11 But refuse to put younger widows on the list, for when they 
feel sensual desires in disregard of Christ, they want to get married, 12 thus 
incurring condemnation, because they have set aside their previous pledge. 13 At 
the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; 
and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not 
proper to mention. 14 Therefore, | want younger widows to get married, bear 
children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; 15 for some 
have already turned aside to follow Satan. 16 If any woman who Is a believer has 
dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be burdened, so 
that it may assist those who are widows indeed. (1 Timothy 5 1:16 NASB) 


The office of elder is particularly important in church leadership. Once, when | was 
a member of a PCA church, | desired greatly to become an elder in that church. 
Since | was divorced (and in fact went through the divorce while me and my ex wife 
were both members of this church), | was denied the opportunity to exercise my 
spiritual gifts in this way. Only later did | see the wisdom of this restriction. 


(Concerning Elders) 


. 20 Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, 
so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning. 21 | solemnly charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these 
principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality. 22 Do not lay hands 
upon anyone too hastily and thereby share responsibility for the sins of others; keep 
yourself free from sin. 


23 No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your 
stomach and your frequent ailments. 


24 The sins of some men are quite evident, going before them to judgment, for 
others, their sins follow after. 25 Likewise also, deeds that are good are quite 
evident, and those which are otherwise cannot be concealed. (1 Timothy 5:17-25 
NASB) 


(Instructions to Those Who Minister) 


For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it 
either. 8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 9 But those 
who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful 
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a 
root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 


11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 12 


take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 | charge you in the presence of 
God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good 
confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep the commandment without stain 
or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which He will bring 
about at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and 
eternal dominion! Amen. 


Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life 
to which you were called when you 
made your good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 


1 Timothy 6:12 
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17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their 
hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things 
to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 


20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty 
chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”— 21 
which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. 


Grace be with you. (1 Timothy 6 NASB) 
December 10, 2019 2 Timothy 1-4 


Family can be the source of many horrible things- abuse, neglect, lack of love or 
support- but also can be a rich source of emotional and spiritual nourishment. 
Timothy was blessed to have a loving family- as his mother Eunice and 
grandmother Lois were the nourishing soil in which Timothy’s spiritual and 
emotional growth took place. Paul is aware of, and thankful for this rich heritage of 
this spiritual “son” 


(Timothy Charged to Guard His Trust) 


1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life 
in Christ Jesus, 


2 To Timothy, my beloved son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 


3 1 thank God, whom | serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as | 
constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, 4 longing to see you, even 
as | recall your tears, so that | may be filled with joy. 5 For! am mindful of the 
sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice, and 1am sure that it is in you as well. 6 For this reason | remind you to 
kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 
For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 


and Self-Control 
2 TIMOTHY 1:7 


8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, 
but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who 
has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 


according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from 
all eternity, 10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel, 11 for which | was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. 12 
For this reason | also suffer these things, but | am not ashamed; for | know whom | 
have believed and 1am convinced that He is able to guard what | have entrusted to 
Him until that day. 13 Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard, through the Holy 
Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. 


15 You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among 
whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 The Lord grant mercy to the house of 
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains; 17 but 
when he was in Rome, he eagerly searched for me and found me— 18 the Lord 
grant to him to find mercy from the Lord on that day—and you know very well what 
services he rendered at Ephesus. (2 Timothy 1 NASB) 


Christianity- and the lifestyle of the committed Christian- are “not for sissies”! Jesus 
warned His followers repeatedly that there would be hardship, challenges, and even 
physical and emotional peril and persecution that would inevitable follow those who 
stand and are counted as Jesus’ followers. 


(Be Strong) 


2 The things 
which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 Suffer hardship with me, as a 
good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 


8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to 
my gospel, 9 for which | suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the 
word of God is not imprisoned. 10 For this reason | endure all things for the sake of 
those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus and with it eternal glory. 11 It is a trustworthy statement: 


For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 

12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; 

If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 

13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. (2 Timothy 
2:1-13 NASB) 


One of the most startling events in my early spiritual growth was a visit with a 
person who quoted 2 Timothy 2:15 as “rightly dividing the word of truth” (KJV). He 
then launched into a long rant about dispensational theology, emphasizing that 
God’s grace and interactions with the human family were markedly different in the 
various “dispensations”. Wouldn’t this person be surprised (or perhaps even 


dismayed) that the more correct rendering of the Greek is “accurately handling” 
(NASB) rather than “rightly dividing”!? 

(An Unashamed Workman) 

14 


Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 men who have gone astray 
from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset 
the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this 
seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of 
the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.” 


Do your best 


to present yourself 


fo God as one approved. 


a worker who does not 


need fo be ashamed 
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the word of truth. 


2 Timothy 2:1§ 


20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels 
of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. 21 
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for 
honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Now flee 
from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who 
call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, 
knowing that they produce quarrels. 24 The Lord’s bond-servant must not be 
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with 
gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 
repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their 
senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to 
do his will. (2 Timothy 2:14-26 NASB) 


Yes- difficult times will come. However, the Christian believer has resources that 
the unbeliever does not have. We are assured of God’s presence, grace and 
forgiveness. Although we have burdens and “bear our cross” (Luke 9:23), Jesus 
promised that His yoke is “easy” and His burden is “light” (Matthew 11:30). 


(“Difficult Times Will Come”) 


. 6 For among them are those who enter 
into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by 
various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the 
truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith. 9 But they will not 
make further progress; for their folly will be obvious to all, just as Jannes’s and 
Jambres’s folly was also. 


10 Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, 
perseverance, 11 persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, 
at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions | endured, and out of them all the Lord 
rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted. 13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. 14 You, however, continue in the things you have 
learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 
and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give 


you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 | 


(2 Timothy 3 NASB) 
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My son, an ordained youth minister at his church, often quotes this verse (verse 2) 
to me- he knows that both of us (he more than I) are “prepared” to give a message, 
a “good Word” or to minister as God gives the opportunity. 


(“Preach the Word”) 

4 1 solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience 
and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers 
in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth 
and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do 
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
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6 For! am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure has come. 7 


(2 Timothy 4:1-8 


| HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, 
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2 Timothy 4:7 
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(Personal Concerns) 
9 Make every effort to come to me soon; 10 for Demas, having loved this present 
world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, 
Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for 
he is useful to me for service. 12 But Tychicus | have sent to Ephesus. 13 When you 
come bring the cloak which | left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, especially the 
parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay 
him according to his deeds. 15 Be on guard against him yourself, for he vigorously 
opposed our teaching. 


16 At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be 
counted against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that 
through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles 
might hear; and 1 was rescued out of the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me 
from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 


19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained 
at Corinth, but Trophimus | left sick at Miletus. 21 Make every effort to come before 
winter. Eubulus greets you, also Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brethren. 


22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. (2 Timothy 4 9-22 NASB) 
December 11, 2019 Titus 1-3 Philemon 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_ Titus) introduces Titus as 
“pastoral letter”- written to a specific leader in the church rather than to a church: 
“The Epistle of Paul to Titus, usually referred to simply as Titus, is one of the three 
pastoral epistles (along with 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy) in the New Testament, 
historically attributed to Paul the Apostle. It is addressed to Saint Titus and 
describes the requirements and duties of elders and bishops.” 


The article goes on to attest that a majority of “scholars” dispute the Pauline 
authorship of the letter: 


“Not mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, Saint Titus was noted in Galatians (cf. 
Gal. 2:1, 3) where Paul wrote of journeying to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
accompanied by Titus. He was then dispatched to Corinth, Greece, where he 
successfully reconciled the Christian community there with Paul, its founder. Titus 
was later left on the island of Crete to help organize the Church, and later met back 
with the Apostle Paul in Nicopolis. He soon went to Dalmatia (now Croatia). 
According to Eusebius of Caesarea in the Ecclesiastical History, he served as the 
first bishop of Crete. He was buried in Cortyna (Gortyna), Crete; his head was later 
removed to Venice during the invasion of Crete by the Saracens in 832 and was 
enshrined in St Mark's Basilica, Venice, Italy. 


ee Critics claim the vocabulary and style of the Pauline letters could 


not have been written by Paul according to available biographical information and 
reflect the views of the emerging Church rather than the apostle's. These scholars 
date the epistle from the 80s AD up to the end of the 2nd century. The Church of 
England's Common Worship Lectionary Scripture Commentary concurs with this 
view: "the proportioning of the theological and practical themes is one factor that 
leads us to think of these writings as coming from the post-Pauline church world of 
the late first or early second century". 


Titus has a very close affinity with 1 Timothy, sharing similar phrases and 
expressions and similar subject matter. 


Notice that modern “scholarship” takes a judgmental view of Scripture, and vilifies 
the “pastor” as a “forger”. | suppose that means we are safe to ignore the contents 
of these three letters....??? 


David Guzik’s commentary, a bee he conservative commentary 
liveasif ?b it 


tt .mx.liveasif.org/com W.Cc with a very 
high view of Scripture, presents the Teuer as authentic: 


A. Introduction and greeting: Where Paul stands. 


1) The Apostle Paul, author of this letter to Titus. 


Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of 
God's elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, 

a. Paul: In writing his own name first, Paul follows the letter-writing customs of his 
day: first the writer is mentioned, then the reader, then a greeting is given. 


ii. Later, two other Christian workers (Zenas and Apollos, mentioned in Titus 3:13) 
were on their way to Crete, so Paul sent this letter with them. 


iii. This letter was written to Titus, but it was also written to the Christians on the 
island of Crete. Paul knew this letter would be publicly read among the churches on 
the island. So, In this structure of opening the letter, Paul takes great care to tell the 
Christians of Crete what his credentials are, and where he stands on important 
issues. 


iv. Paul wasn't afraid to tell us his credentials and where he stood. Paul didn't think 
like a politician, who always responds to what the crowd wants and to what pleases 
the crowd. 


i. Significantly, when Paul uses the term bondservant, he chose the ancient Greek 
word doulos, which was not only a low slave (one Greek scholar called it "the most 
abject, servile term in use among the Greeks for a slave"), it was also the word for a 
slave by choice. 


ii. Paul is only a bondservant - yet he has a high place, because He is a bondservant 
of God. It is never a low thing to be a servant of a great God! 


See een ne ee aa 


i. We are all servants, but we each have our different particular call and function. 
Paul knew his call and purpose among the body of Christ; do we know ours? 


d. Paul stands according to the faith: Paul isn't an apostle because of the faith of 
God's elect, but in harmony with the faith (a specific, common body of doctrine) 
shared among God's elect. 


i. Who are God's elect? God's elect are those who He chose from before the 
foundation of the world to receive His salvation. 


ii. How do we identify God's elect? They respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
live their lives after that gospel. 


e. Paul stands with the acknowledgement of the truth: For Paul it wasn't enough to 
just know the faith, he also had to acknowledge it for what it really is. 


f. Paul stands in accord with godly living (which accords with godliness). All truth is 
God's truth; but not all truth is really relevant to godliness, which promotes "God- 
likeness". Much of science or psychology may be true and admirable - but it won't 
save your soul from Hell. It is not the truth which accords with godliness. 


2. (2) Paul stands in the hope of eternal life. 


In hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began, 
a. Eternal life is the life of the Eternal God living within us. It is present now, but will 
be completed later. 


b. Which God, who cannot lie, promised: This eternal life is not a wish, but a hope. 
In this sense, hope is an anticipation founded not on wishful thinking, but on a 
promise from the God who cannot lie. 


3. (3) Paul stands in support of preaching the word. 


But has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was committed 
to me according to the commandment of God our Savior; 

a. But in due time manifested His word through preaching: Paul knew that 
preaching is the way that God's eternal work meets people today. Preaching is the 
way God's word is made evident (manifested). 


b. Which was committed to me: Paul knew the work of preaching was entrusted to 
him, but not to him only. Preaching is a work committed to all believers. 


4. (4) The reader: Titus, Paul's convert and his true (faithful) son. 


To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 


a. A true son in our common faith: Paul stands in support of a common faith. It is a 
common faith, not an isolated one. Paul is for the church, and the community of all 
believers. 


b. Grace, mercy, and peace: In his greeting, Paul uses words typical for a greeting in 
the ancient world. But when Paul used these words, they were not used just as a 
formality, because Paul knows the source of all grace, mercy, and peace. They 
come from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 


i. God the Father and God the Son share in the gift of salvation. "The Son has 
brought to us salvation from the Father, and the Father has bestowed it through the 
Son." (Calvin)” 


The letter is brief but full of significant theology, doctrine, and very practical advice. 


(Salutation) 

1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those 
chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, 2 in 
the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 3 but at 
the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which | was 
entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior, 


4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Savior. (Titus 1:1-4 NASB) 
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| have. written eailiet (in the Timothy chapters) about qualifications for BESS or 


“overseers” in the church. These persons must be of high moral character and 


gifted in the Spirit. They should be “mature” Christians- those tested in the faith so 
that they- with God’s guidance and direction- can lead the church. 


(Qualifications of Elders) 
5 For this reason | left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and 
appoint elders in every city as | directed you, 


An Overseer Must... 


Be hospitable to strangers 


Appreciate what is good 
Be sensible 

Be honest 

Be moral 

Be self-controlled 


Knowing-Jesus.comn 


10 For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially 
those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting 
whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain. 12 
One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them 
severely so that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish 
myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, 
all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, 
but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, 
but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless 
for any good deed. (Titus 1:5-16 NASB) 


Both the “older” and “younger” members of the church are to be treated with care 
and appropriate respect. This phenomenon has become associated with one of the 


modern “isms”- that is, ageism. This phenomenon- discriminating on the basis of 
age alone, has even been recognized and codified by the prestigious World Health 


Organization (WHO) (https://www.who.int/ageing/ageism/en/) 


(Duties of the Older and Younger) 


2 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. 2 a 


6 ; 7 in all things show yourself to be an 
example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 8 sound in speech which is 
beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to 
say about us. 


9 Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well- 
pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they 
will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect. 


11 


13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds. 


15 These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you. (Titus 2 NASB) 
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Paul then outlines some general guidelines for godly living in the world. 


(Godly Living) 
3 


6 whom He poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy statement; 
and concerning these things | want you to speak confidently, so that those who 
have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good 
and profitable for men. 9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife 
and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 Reject a 
factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a man is 
perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned. (Titus 3:1-11 NASB) 
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of regeneration 
and renewal of 


the Holy Spirit, 


TITUS 3:4-5 


® Faithlife 


(Personal Concerns) 
12 When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to come to me at 
Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Diligently help Zenas the 
lawyer and Apollos on their way so that nothing Is lacking for them. 14 Our people 
must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will 
not be unfruitful. 


15 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. 
Grace be with you all. (Titus 3:12-15 NASB) 


In the very short (1 chapter) letter of Philemon, Paul pleads for Onesimus- a “freed 
slave” to be treated with respect and dignity and as an equal brother and co laborer 
in the Lord. The commentary from David Guzik is very helpful here 


(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/philemon-1/). As a refreshing change, 


most “scholars” attribute this letter to Paul 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_ Philemon). 


(Salutation) 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 


To Philemon our beloved brother and fellow worker, 2 and to Apphia our sister, and 
to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philemon 1:1-3 NASB) 
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(Philemon’s Love and Faith) 


8 Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to order you to do what is 
proper, 9 yet for love’s sake | rather appeal to you—since |am such a person as 
Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— (Philemon 1:4-9) 


(Plea for Onesimus, a Free Man) 


18 But if he has 
wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to my account; 19 |, 


Paul, am writing this with my own hand, | will repay it (not to mention to you that 
you owe to me even your own Self as well). 20 Yes, brother, let me benefit from you 
in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 


21 Having confidence in your obedience, | write to you, since | know that you will do 
even more than what | say. 


22 At the same time also prepare me a lodging, for | hope that through your prayers 
/ will be given to you. 


23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as do Mark, 
Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers. 


25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. (Philemon 1:10-25 NASB) 
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December 12, 2019 Hebrews 1-4 


Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle to the Hebrews) does a passable 
job in introducing the very rich and doctrinal/theological letter to the Hebrews. This 
is, aS noted, a “general letter” with the author unknown, written as a means to 
convince and convict the Hebrew people of the unique role of Jesus as the awaited 
Messiah and Lord of all that was created: 

The Epistle to the Hebrews, or Letter to the Hebrews, or in the Greek manuscripts, 
simply To the Hebrews ( Npdc EBpaiouc) is one of the books of the New Testament. 


The text does not mention the name of its author, but was traditionally attributed to 
Paul the Apostle. However, doubt on Pauline authorship in the Roman Church is 
reported by Eusebius. Modern biblical scholarship considers its authorship unknown, 
perhaps written in deliberate imitation of the style of Paul. Although the writer's 
style reflects some characteristics of Paul's writing, there are some differences. 


Scholars of Greek consider its writing to be more polished and eloquent than any 
other book of the New Testament, and "the very carefully composed and studied 


Greek of Hebrews is not Paul's spontaneous, volatile contextual Greek". The book 
has earned the reputation of being a masterpiece. It has also been described as an 
intricate New Testament book. Scholars believe it was written for Jewish Christians 
who lived in Jerusalem. Its purpose was to exhort Christians to persevere in the face 
of persecution. At this time, certain believers were considering turning back to 
Judaism (the Jewish system of law) to escape being persecuted for accepting Christ 
as their Savior, now following this system of grace (saved by Jesus' sacrifice on the 
cross). The theme of the epistle is the doctrine of the person of Christ and his role 
as mediator between God and humanity. 


The epistle opens with an exaltation of Jesus as "the radiance of God's glory, the 
express image of his being, and upholding all things by his powerful word".[1:1-3] 
The epistle presents Jesus with the titles "pioneer" or "forerunner", "Son" and "Son 
of God", "priest" and "high priest". 


The epistle casts Jesus as both exalted Son and high priest, a unique dual 
Christology. 


Guzik’s commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/hebrews-1/), is 


at once more expansive and respectful of these Scriptures. He presents the 
Christology that is central to the book of Hebrews: 

A. Jesus, the superior Savior. 

1. (1-2a) Jesus brought a revelation superior to the prophets of old. 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by 
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 


a. God: The Book of Hebrews begins with no mention of the author, only of God. The 
human author of Hebrews remains unknown, but the book’s inspiration by the Holy 
Spirit is evident. 


i. The earliest statement on the authorship of Hebrews is from Clement of 
Alexandria, who said that Paul wrote it in Hebrew and Luke translated into Greek 
(Eusebius, History 6.14.2). Perhaps the majority of Bible teachers and 
commentators believe the Apostle Paul wrote the Hebrews without attaching his 
name to it, though his original readers knew him (indicated by passages such as 
Hebrews 13:18-19 and 13:23-24). 


li. However, many other commentators believe it is unlikely that Paul wrote this 
a 


iii. F.F. Bruce quoted Calvin on this point: “The manner of teaching and the style 
sufficiently show that Paul was not the author, and the writer himself confesses in 
the second chapter (Hebrews 2:3) that he was one of the disciples of the apostles, 
which is wholly different from the way in which Paul spoke of himself.” 


iv. The early commentator Tertullian (who wrote in the early 200s) said Barnabas 
wrote Hebrews, but he offered no support for this statement other than that 
Barnabas was a Levite (Acts 4:36) and a man of encouragement (Acts 4:36). 


v. Martin Luther believed that Apollos wrote the book of Hebrews, because Acts tells 
us Apollos was eloquent and had a strong command of the Old Testament (Acts 
18:24). 


vi. Adolf Harnack thought Priscilla (with her husband Aquilla) wrote Hebrews, and it 
remained anonymous to hide its controversial female authorship. But when the 
writer to the Hebrews writes of himself in Hebrews 11:32, the masculine grammar 
of the passage argues against the idea that a woman wrote the letter. 


b. God: This is how the book begins. There is no attempt to prove God’s existence; 
Scripture assumes we learn of God’s existence and some of His attributes from 
nature (Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:20). The writer of the Hebrews knew that God 
existed and that He spoke to man. 


c. Who at various times and in different ways spoke: The revelation given through 
the prophets was brought in various ways - sometimes through parables, historical 
narrative, prophetic confrontation, dramatic presentation, psalms, proverbs, and the 
like. 


d. These last days: This term refers to the age of Messiah. It may be a long period, 
but it is the last period. 


e. Spoken to us: This is the first general mention of the readers, but they are not 
specifically identified. Yet the context of the work clearly identifies is as a letter - or 
perhaps even a sermon or an essay - written to Jewish Christians in the first 
century. 


i. The structure of the Book of Hebrews is a different from other New Testament 
books. It begins like an essay, continues as a sermon and ends like a letter. 


ii. Hebrews was obviously written to Christians with a Jewish background, but it was 
also written to a Greek frame of mind with its analysis of Jesus as the ultimate 
reality. This approach to the nature of Jesus explains the Savior to the mindset of 
the Greek philosophers. 


iii. Hebrews is basically a book that exhorts discouraged Christians to continue on 
strong with Jesus in light of the complete superiority of who He is and what He did 
for us. 


f. Spoken to us by His Son: It isn’t so much that Jesus brought a message from the 
Father; He is a message from the Father. The idea is that Jesus is far more than the 
latest or best prophet. He has revealed something no other prophet could. 


ii. The Book of Hebrews (for the most part) does not present Jesus speaking of 
Himself. There is a sense in which the Son does not speak in Hebrews; the Father 
speaks concerning the Son. The book of Hebrews is the God the Father telling us 
what God the Son is all about. “If men cannot learn about God from the Son, no 
amount of prophetic voices or actions would convince them.” (Guthrie) 


2. (2b-3) A sevenfold description of the glorious Son. 


Whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 
who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and 
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our 
sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 


a. Heir of all things: This begins a glorious section describing Jesus, first as the heir 
of all things. This is the idea that Jesus is preeminent. It is connected to the Jesus’ 
standing as firstborn over all creation (Colossians 1:15). 


b. He made the worlds: The ancient Greek word translated worlds is aion, from 
which we get our English word “eons.” It means that Jesus made more than the 
material world, He also made the very ages - history itself is the creation of the Son 
of God. 


c. The brightness of His glory: Jesus is the brightness of the Father’s glory. The 
ancient Greek word for brightness is apaugasma, which speaks of the radiance that 
shines from a source of light. 


i. In this sense, Jesus is the “beam” of God’s glory. We have never seen the sun, 
only the rays of its light as they come to us. Even so, we have never seen the God 
the Father, but we see Him through the “rays” of the Son of God. 


ii. The ancient Greek philosopher Philo used the word apaugasma to describe the 
Logos, the being or intelligent mind who ordered the universe. The writer of 
Hebrews explained Jesus in terms that made sense to both first-century Jews and 
those familiar with Greek philosophy. 


d. The express image of His person: The idea is of an exact likeness as made by a 
stamp. Jesus exactly represents God to us. 


e. Upholding all things by the word of His power: The idea behind the word 
translated upholding is better thought of as “maintaining.” The word does not have 
the idea of passively holding something up (as the mythical Atlas held up the earth), 
but of actively sustaining. 


i. In His earthly ministry Jesus constantly demonstrated the power of His word. He 
could heal, forgive, cast out demons, calm nature’s fury all at the expression of one 
word. Here we see that His word is so powerful that it can uphold all things. 


ii. “The tense of the verb ‘upholding’ is significant of Christ’s constant work in 
relation to the world (Colossians 1:17).” (Griffith Thomas) 


f. Himself purged our sins: From the previous description, we know that the Son of 
God is a being of great power and wisdom. Now we know He is also a being of great 
love, who purged the guilt and shame of our sins. He did this Himself, showing that 
no one else could do it for us and we could not do it for ourselves. 


g. Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high: This is a position of majesty, of 
honor, of glory, and of finished work. This position of Jesus sets Him far above all 
creation. 


W 


. (4) Therefore, Jesus is so much better than the angels. 
Having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained 
a more excellent name than they. 


a. Having become so much better than the angels: This description of Jesus in 
previous verses shows us that He is far superior than any angelic being. Yet this 
tells us that Jesus became better than the angels. We could say that He is eternally 
better than the angels, but He also became better than the angels. 


i. Jesus became better in the sense that He was made perfect (complete as our 
redeemer) through sufferings (Hebrews 2:10) - something no angel ever did. 


- We often best understand things when they are set in contrast to other things. 


- Though the Old Covenant came by the hands of angels to Moses, a better 
covenant came by a better being, Jesus. First century Jews might think that the 
gospel came at the hands of mere men - the apostles. But in truth, the gospel came 
by Jesus, who is superior to the angels. 


- There was a dangerous tendency to worship angels developing in the early Church 
(Colossians 2:18, Galatians 1:8), and Hebrews shows that Jesus is high above any 
angel. 


- There was the heretical idea that Jesus Himself was an angel, a concept that 
degrades His glory and majesty. 


- Understanding how Jesus is better than the angels helps us to understand how He 
is better than anyone or anything in our life. 


One of my great occasional privileges is to preach the Word. During my training for 
Lay Speaker/Servant/Leader we were assigned to preach a passage corresponding 
to our birthday in the Lectionary (closest Sunday date). | “fudged” and chose the 
Scripture Hebrews 1:1-4. The title of the message was “God Cared Enough”- loosely 
based on the Hallmark Card theme “when you care enough to send the very best”. 
The thrust of the message was that God chose to send His “exact representation”- 
His very Son- the best messenger/communicator to us. 


The sermon illustration was from Jimmy Carter’s book “Why Not the Best?”. In the 
book Carter relates the story of meeting Admiral Rickenbacker. Wanting to impress 
the admiral, and desiring an assignment to a nuclear submarine (which Carter got), 
he was interviewed by the Admiral and asked. Where did you place in your 
graduating class? Carter proudly answered “sixtieth out of 820”. Then the 
following conversation took place: 

"Did you do your best?" Rickover asked. Carter initially answered "yes sir" but after 
some thought said, "no sir, | didn't always do my best." Describing the scene years 
later, Carter writes, "He asked one final question which | have never been able to 
forget-or to answer. He said, "Why not?" 


(God's Final Word in His Son) 
1 


Hi ory and the When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right 


hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better than the angels, as 
He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 


5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, 


“You are My Son, 
Today | have begotten You”? (Psalm 2:7) 


And again, 


“| will be a Father to Him 
And He shall be a Son to Me”? (2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13) 


6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, 
“And let all the angels of God worship Him.” (Deuteronomy 32:43) 
7 And of the angels He says, 


“Who makes His angels winds, 
And His ministers a flame of fire.” (Psalm 104:4) 


8 But of the Son He says, 


“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom. 

9 “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; 
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You 

With the oil of gladness above Your companions.” (Psalm 45:6, 7) 


10 And, 


“You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, 
And the heavens are the works of Your hands; 

11 They will perish, but You remain; 

And they all will become old like a garment, 

12 And like a mantle You will roll them up; 

Like a garment they will also be changed. 

But You are the same, 

And Your years will not come to an end.” (Psalm 102,25-27) 
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13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, 


“Sit at My right hand, 
Until | make Your enemies 
A footstool for Your feet”? (Psalm 110:1) 


14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of 
those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1 NASB) 


It is remarkable easy to “drift away” from the Gospel and godly living. Our “old 
lives and old selves” and the habits, practices and attitudes developed in them do 
not simply “disappear” on our conversion. The Christian walk is for most of us a 
lone process- we learn each day how to say “no” to temptation and sin. We learn to 
listen intently to our loving Father God. We learn to seek His will! 


(Give Heed) 


After it was at the first 
spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also 
testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by 
gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. (Hebrews 2:1-4) 


The “tree huggers” who essentially worship the Earth (the old pagan religion) seem 
to believe that mankind is a “mistake” or a blight on the Earth. The Scriptural view 
is diametrically opposite: 


(Earth Subject to Man) 
5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are 
speaking. 6 But one has testified somewhere, saying, 


“What is man, that You remember him? 
Or the son of man, that You are concerned about him? 

7 “You have made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
You have crowned him with glory and honor, 


. (Hebrews 2:5-8) 


Jesus was willing to become “nothing” and even to bear ALL the sins of the world, so 
that you and | could become free, forgiven and equipped to bring in the Kingdom of 
God. What a sacrifice...what a Savior! 


(Jesus Briefly Humbled) 
9 


10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation 
through sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are 
all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 
saying, 


“| will proclaim Your name to My brethren, 
In the midst of the congregation | will sing Your praise.” (Psalm 22:22) 


God is the One who made all things, 


and all things are for Tis glory 


Hebrews 2:10 


13 And again, 

“| will put My trust in Him.” (Isaiah 8:17) 

And again, 

“Behold, | and the children whom God has given Me.” (Isaiah 8:18) 


14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of 
death were subject to slavery all their lives. 16 For assuredly He does not give help 
to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He 
is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. (Hebrews 2:9-18 NASB) 


The old priestly order was imperfect and incomplete- the priest needed to make 
offering for his own sin. Jesus, the true High Priest, was sinless and able to shed His 
blood for forgiveness (not covering) of sin. 


Apostle and hgh est of dur confession, 2H w 12:7) 3 For He has been counted 


worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has 
more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder 
of all things is God. 5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; 6 but Christ was faithful as 
a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the 
boast of our hope firm until the end. 


TODAY, 1F YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 
DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS 


AS YOU DID IN THE REBELLION. 


7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, 


“Today if you hear His voice, 

8 Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, 

As in the day of trial in the wilderness, 

9 Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, 

And saw My works for forty years. 

10 “Therefore | was angry with this generation, 

And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, 

And they did not know My ways’; 

11 As | swore in My wrath, 

‘They shall not enter My rest.’” (Psalm 95:7-11) (Hebrews 3:1-11) 


The Scriptures teach a lot about “perseverance” and endurance” (please see 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/perserverance-bible-verses/ )- and 
assure us that when we persevere and endure the (inevitable) suffering of the Way, 
we will be rewarded in the end in judgment and in receiving the blessings of eternal 
life with God. Only as the Spirit Himself empowers us can we endure and 
persevere! 


(The Peril of Unbelief) 


day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end, 15 while it is said, 


TO THE END. — 
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“Today if you hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me.” (Psalm 95: 7-8) 


16 For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came 
out of Egypt led by Moses? 17 And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it 
not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did 
He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 
So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief. (Hebrews 3:12-19 
NASB) 


And now we see (perhaps for the first time in Scripture) a description of the 
“Believer’s Rest”. | confess that this was a “late addition” to my doctrinal arsenal, 
and | still puzzle over it today (please see: 
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/be-diligent-to-enter-gods-rest). 


(The Believer’s Rest) 


just as He has said, 


“As | swore in My wrath, 
They shall not enter My rest,” (Psalm 95:11) 


although His works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For He has 
said somewhere concerning the seventh day: “And God rested on the seventh day 
from all His works”; (Genesis 2:2) 5 and again in this passage, “They shall not enter 
My rest.” 6 Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly 
had good news preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 He 
again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as 
has been said before, 


“Today if you hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts.” (Psalm 95:7-8) 


8 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after 
that. 9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 10 For the one who 
has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His. 11 
Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through 
following the same example of disobedience. 12 
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14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not 
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near 
with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4 NASB) 


December 13, 2019 Hebrews 5-7 


Several themes are presented in this segment of Hebrews, dealing with 1) Christ 
the perfect High Priest; 2) the qualities of the priest and priestly order of 
Melchizedek; 3) the obedience of Christ; and 4) the necessity to learn the Christian 
Walk through obedience and suffering, just as our Lord Jesus did. 


The imperfection and incompleteness of the Levitical priesthood is explored. This 
book was written to Hebrews or “Hebrew Christians”- those who have discovered 
that Jesus is (was, and will always be) the Messiah promised by God! Mechizedek 
was the mysterious and shadowy figure that met Abram after a military victory and 
was worshipped by and tithed to by Abram. This mysterious figure is held up as the 
origin and “type” of Christ by the writer of Hebrews. 


Just as Jesus suffered pain, rejection and loneliness, we must also. Jesus taught us 
that the “student” is not higher than the teacher (Matthew 10:24; Luke 6:40), so we 
must do as He did- learn the “hard way” through the obstacles, issues and problems 
that life sends our way. We can always be comforted in the knowledge that God is 
with us always, and suffers and grieves with us! 


. 4 And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it 
when he is called by God, even as Aaron was. 


5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who 
said to Him, 


“You are My Son, 
Today | have begotten You”; (Psalm 2:7) 


6 just as He says also in another passage, 


(Psalm 110:4) 


7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud 
crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard 
because of His piety. 8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the 
things which He suffered. 9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those 
who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 10 being designated by God as a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 


ALTHOUGH ME LEARNED  THn0Uch NHAT 
HeMMSASON, OBEDIENCE HE SUFFERED. 
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11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to — ‘since > you have 
become dull of hearing. 


senses trained to discern good and evil. (Hebrews 5 NASB) 


(The Peril of Falling Away) 
6 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to 


4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted 
the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen 
away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify 
to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 7 For ground that drinks 
the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose 
sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8 but if it yields thorns and 


thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned. 
(Hebrews 6:1-8 NASB) 


We are given the assurance in Scripture, and particularly in this chapter of Hebrews, 
that God does not “forget” the good that we do out of obedience and our desire to 
please Him and be pleasing to Him. The assumption is that we will continue, 
persevere, and retain our faith and faithful ways despite the obstacles that “life” 
seems to constantly throw in our way. One part of this passage has a particularly 
personal meaning for me, since during my marriage to Carol, the love of my life, Ed 
Cunningham- my pastor, friend, and co-officiant in the wedding ceremony- 
preached a sermon on covenant. An illustration Ed used was the oath and covenant 
God made with Abram/Abraham (Genesis 15). | ill never forget Ed’s words (quoting 
God)- just as these animals are cut in two, so shall it be for me if | break this 
covenant promise with you! 


(Better Things for You) 


the end, 12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises. 
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promise. 16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath 
given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring 
even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His 
purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it 
is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong 


encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an 


(Hebrews 6:9-20 NASB) 
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Mechizedek- a “type” of Christ- appeared to Abraham and received tithes and 
worship (please see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melchizedek). We read in Genesis: 
“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine: and he was [is] the 
priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, 'Blessed be Abram to the 
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth, And blessed be the most high God, 
which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand’. And he gave him tithe from all.” 
(Genesis 14:18-20) 


For further exposition and exploration, please also see 
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/who-was-melchizedek-and-why-was-he-so- 


important.html) 
We are told that Jesus is of the “order of Melchizedek”, not of the order of Levi from 


which the traditional priesthood was traced. This certainly suggests that Jesus’ 
priesthood is different in many substantial ways from the “human” order of Levi. 


4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a 
tenth of the choicest spoils. 5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the 
priest’s office have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, 
that is, from their brethren, although these are descended from Abraham. 6 But the 
one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from Abraham and 
blessed the one who had the promises. 7 But without any dispute the lesser is 
blessed by the greater. 8 In this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case 
one receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives on. 9 And, so to speak, 
through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes, 10 for he was still in 
the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. 


11 Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the 
people received the Law), what further need was there for another priest to arise 
according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order 
of Aaron? 12 For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a 
change of law also. 13 For the one concerning whom these things are spoken 
belongs to another tribe, from which no one has officiated at the altar. 14 For it is 
evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which 
Moses spoke nothing concerning priests. 15 And this is clearer still, if another priest 
arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become such not on the 
basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an 
indestructible life. 17 For it is attested of Him, 


(Psalm 110:4) 


‘You are a priest forever’”); (Psalm 110:4) 


22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. 
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23 The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they 
were prevented by death from continuing, 24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because 
He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore He is able 
also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives 
to make intercession for them. 


26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need 
daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for 
the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 
28 For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the 
oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever. (Hebrews 7 
NASB) 


December 14, 2019 Hebrews 8-10 


Once again the author of the letter to the Hebrews makes the point that the 
sacrifice and priesthood of Jesus are superior to the priesthood established on earth 
prior to the Advent of the Lord Jesus. The sacrifices of animals, though prescribed 
by Law, were incomplete and imperfect. The new testament or covenant now 
established is based on the One who made sacrifice for ALL sin- once and for all- it 
was (and is) the perfect sacrifice that takes away the sins of the world ( “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29 ESV) 


(A Better Ministry) 

Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who 
has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a 
minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not 
man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it is 
necessary that this high priest also have something to offer. 4 Now if He were on 
earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the gifts 
according to the Law; 5 who serve 
as Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, 
“See,” He says, “that you make all things according to the pattern which was shown 
you on the mountain.” 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as 
much as 


just 


. (Hebrews 8:1-6 NASB) 


(A New Covenant) 


sought for a second. 8 For finding fault with them, He says, 


11 “And they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, 

And everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

For all will know Me, 

From the least to the greatest of them. 

12 “For! will be merciful to their iniquities, 

(Jleremiah 31:31-34) 


13 When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But whatever 
is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear. (Hebrews 8:7-13 
NASB) 
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The writer of the letter to the Hebrews then explores the difference in the two 
covenants- the old and imperfect one of the Law which was a “shadow” (or “copy”- 
verse 23) of the new covenant- the one that was to come with the incarnation of the 
Word of God- Jesus Himself. 


(The Old and the New) 

Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly 
sanctuary. 2 For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the 
lampstand and the table and the sacred bread; this Is called the holy place. 3 
Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, 4 
having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides 
with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod which 
budded, and the tables of the covenant; 5 and above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 


6 Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually 
entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine worship, 7 but into the second, 
only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers for 
himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit is 
signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the 
outer tabernacle is still standing, 9 which is a symbol for the present time. 
Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper 
perfect in conscience, 10 since they relate only to food and drink and various 
washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation. 


13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 


17 For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, 
for it is never in force while the one who made it lives. 18 Therefore even the first 
covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment 
had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood 
of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant 
which God commanded you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the 
tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. 22 
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HEBREWS 9:22 


, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 nor 
was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place 
year by year with blood that is not his own. 


. 27 And 
inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 28 
so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 
second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 
(Hebrews 9 NASB) 


But as it is, He has appeared once for all 
‘at the end of the ages to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of 
Himself. 


Hebrews 9:26 


So, then, the sufficient sacrifice- Jesus Himself- has been made “once and for all”. It 
does not need to be repeated, improved upon, or in any way made “more perfect” 
or complete because this sacrifice, and only this sacrifice, is complete and sufficient 
for the forgiveness (not covering!)) of sin! 


Verse 18 is problematic in the one sense that the “Third Temple” described in 
Ezekiel includes animal sacrifice. Why would this Temple- which has yet to be built- 
included a sacrificial system that has been rendered invalid and meaningless by 
Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself? The baest and most satisfying answer that | have found 
is in this reference (https://www.neverthirsty.org/bible-qa/qa-archives/question/why- 


do-the-sacrifices-return-in-ezekiels-temple/), which states: 
“The Sacrifices 


Why are there offerings or sacrifices in the kingdom? The millennial sacrifices and 
the sacrifices required by Moses are the same. There are no differences in the 
sacrifices. Why? The answer is that the sacrifices will be a memorial which will 
remind us of Jesus’ death. Today Christians take the Lord’s Supper or communion as 
a reminder of Jesus’ death and return to life. Jesus has already died, but we “do this 
in remembrance of Me.” (1 Cor. 11:24). The millennial sacrifices do the same thing.” 


2 Otherwise, would they not have 
ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no 
longer have had consciousness of sins? 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder 
of sins year by year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins. 5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, 


“Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, 

But a body You have prepared for Me; 

6 In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure. (Psalm 
40:6-8) 

7 “Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come 

(In the scroll of the book it is written of Me) 

To do Your will, O God.’” 


8 After saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them” (which 
are offered according to the Law), 9 then He said, “Behold, | have come to do Your 
will.” He takes away the first in order to establish the second. 10 By this will we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 


11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice 
for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time 
onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 14 For by one offering He 
has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also 
testifies to us; for after saying, 


16 “This is the covenant that | will make with them 
After those days, says the Lord: 

/ will put My laws upon their heart, 

And on their mind | will write them,” (Jeremiah 31:33) 
He then says, 

17 “And their sins and their lawless deeds 

! will remember no more.” (Jeremiah 31:34) 


for sin. (Hebrews 10:1-18 NASB) 
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Hebrews 10:17 


(A New and Living Way) 

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the 
veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 
let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised 
is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
(Hebrews 10:19-25 NASB) 


The great peril that we face as believers is “falling away” from the Truth. This does 
not mean that there is no room for doubts, re-examination, deep meditation and 
deep study in the Word or Christian literature or theology. Most “doubts”: resolve 
themselves as deeper faith. The one error that we must not make, however, is the 
error of standing in judgment of the Scriptures, taking on the role of judge and 
evaluator of the Scriptures and rejecting the parts that we “don’t like” or that “don’t 
make sense”. Jefferson, a deeply convicted Deist- did just that. He reportedly cut 
out the sections of Scripture that included supernatural or “miraculous” events 
(httos://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/now-thomas-jefferson-created-his- 
own-bible-5659505/). He was then left with a “holey Bible”. 


The sin of pride- Satan’s sin- is perhaps the most insidious and soul-damaging of all 
the sins we might engage ourselves in. This sin puts ourselves as “God” and 


pridefully rejects anything “displeasing to us”- including those very passages that 
should convict us and cause us to repent and ask God’s forgiveness. This, | believe, 
is the deadly error and trap of the “New Age” religions and philosophies which say 
essentially that WE are God, and that we simple need to “come to peace with 
ourselves” (please se https://www.allaboutworldview.org/new-age-philosophy.htm). 
There is no sin, no need for forgiveness, and morality is only what we see as “right”. 
The Scriptures show us this error in stark detail (Satan’s temptation of Eve to “be 
like God” and have the knowledge of good and evil -Genesis 3:1-6 
-https://answersingenesis.org/bible-characters/adam-and-eve/learning-from- 
temptation-of-eve/; Ezekiel 28:11-19- a description of Satan’s vanity and fall from 
heaven (please also see https://www.christianity.com/theology/theological-fag/how- 
did-lucifer-fall-and-become-satan-11557519.html); Isaiah 14:14 “I will be like the 


Most High” -https://biblehub.com/isaiah/14-14.htm 


(Christ or Judgment) 


32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a 
great conflict of sufferings, 33 partly by being made a public spectacle through 
reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were 
so treated. 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the 
se/zure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession 
and a lasting one. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 
will of God, you may receive what was promised. 


37 For yet in a very little while, 

He who Is coming will come, and will not delay. (Isaiah 26:20) 
38 But My righteous one shall live by faith; 

And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him. (Hab 2:4) 


39 
(Hebrews 10:26-39 NASB) 


December 15, 2019 Hebrews 11-13 


Hebrews 11 has been described as the “Hall of Fame of Faith”. For those who 
believe faith is just “wishful thinking”, the Scripture corrects that false notion in the 
very first verse of Hebrews 11:” Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.”. Note the words assurance and conviction! One 
would hardly endure the outrageous persecution, torture and give oneself over to 
death if this were “wishful thinking”. Even today, Christians are persecuted, 
martyred and senselessly killed for their unwavering faith in their Lord. The writer of 
Hebrews catalogues several striking examples from Scripture of the testimony of 
the rock-solid faith of the ancestors/forbears of our generation. 


(The Triumphs of Faith) 
oe 
For by it the men of old gained approval. 


3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 4 
, through which he obtained the testimony that he 
was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he Is dead, 
he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; and 
he was not found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness that before 
his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He Is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him. 7 


for the salvation of his household, 
by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which 
is according to faith. 


9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he 
was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper 
time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore there 
was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants 
as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the 
seashore. 


13 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those who say such things make it clear 


that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been 
thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity 
to return. 


, 18 it was he to whom 


it was said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” 19 He considered that God 
is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as 
a type. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. 21 


A anes ek Ga 22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made 


mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. 


, 26 considering the reproach of 


Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as 
seeing Him who is unseen. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of 
the blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them. 29 By faith 
they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; 
and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. 
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30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven 
days. 31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace. 


32 And what more shall 1 say? For time will fail me if 1 tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered 
kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness 
were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women 
received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting 
their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others 
experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They 
were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death 
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in 
deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 


. (Hebrews 11 NASB) 


What then is the logical conclusion of all this powerful and convincing evidence of 
the power, assurance and life changing quality of faith? We are to “run the race 
with endurance” (verse 1). One personal example makes this very clear to me. 
More than once | ran a half marathon race (13 miles approximately) and when the 
eleventh and twelfth mile was reached, wanted nothing more than to quit and rest 
my weary legs- yet | was committed to finish- and to run my race “with endurance”. 
| am glad to tell you that each time | was able to do so. 


(Jesus, the Example) 

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also 
lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 


3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:1-3 NASB) 


“Those the Lord loves He disciplines” (Psalm 94:12; Psalm 118:18; Proverbs 3:11- 
12). Even though we are not “pleased” with the discipline God applies to us, we are 
in need of it and it is clear evidence of His love. The opposite of love is not hate but 
indifference- and God shows His love not by “winking at” or ignoring our sin (after 
all, he made us that way- a classic excuse!) but by correcting us! 


(A Father’s Discipline) 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against 
sin; 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, 


“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 

6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 

And He scourges every son whom He receives.” 


7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son 
is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of 
which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 
Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall 
we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they 
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our 
good, so that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment seems not 
to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it 
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 


12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 13 
and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which Is lame may not be 
put out of joint, but rather be healed. 


14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see 


meal. 17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought 
for it with tears. (Hebrews 12:4-17 NASB) 
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(Contrast of Sinai and Zion) 

18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, 
and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the 
sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further 
word be spoken to them. 20 For they could not bear the command, “If even a beast 
touches the mountain, it will be stoned.” 21 And so terrible was the sight, that 


Moses said, “I am full of fear and trembling.” 22 sale and fo myriads of anges 


fesus the methto oon cvene 12:18-24 NASB) 


Earthquakes were (and still are) a terrifying phenomenon. Who can forget the 
terrible "Good Friday” earthquake in Alaska 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1964 Alaska_ earthquake)? The ancients rightly feared 


the “shaking” that accompanies this disastrous phenomenon- and attributed to God 
the quality “unshakeable”! 


27 This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the 
removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those 
things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a 
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to 
God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God Is a consuming 
fire. (Hebrews 12:25-29 NASB) 


Paul once said- “for me to live is Christ, for me to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21)- how 
can you overcome or overwhelm one with faith like this? The writer of Hebrews 
expresses the same confidence in a slightly different way in verse 6 “ “The Lord is 
my helper, | will not be afraid. What will man do to me?” 


(The Changeless Christ) 


. 3 Remember the 
prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you 
yourselves also are in the body. 4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the 
marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 5 
Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with 
what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will | ever 
forsake you,” 6 so that we confidently say, 


So we can confidently say, ———= 


“THE LORD IS MY°HEEPERe 
| WILL NOT FEAR; 
WHAT CAN MAN DO TO ME?” 


Hebrews 13:6 ——— | 


. 9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; 
for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which 
those who were so occupied were not benefited. 10 We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those 
animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering 
for sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify 
the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 So, let us go out to 
Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For here we do not have a lasting 
city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. (Hebrews 13:1-14 NASB) 


My son Ben is often the worship leader is his church. Ben characterizes the church 
as a “happy/clappy” church- his endearing definition of a praise centered church. 
This congregation is the very embodiment of Hebrews 13:15 “/et us continually offer 
up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.” 


The writer of Hebrews reminds us, as Paul did in Romans (Romans 13:1-7) to be in 
obedience and submission to our leaders- be they spiritual or secular. This does not 
exclude godly protest of immoral leaders, but reminds us that God is the god of 
“order not confusion” (1 Corinthians 14:33). Please see: 
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-obey-and-submit-to-my-leaders) 


This passage is certainly controversial in the “age of Trump” where many pride 
themselves in disobedience, often fueled by hatred for the president. (Please also 
see (https://coveringandauthority.com/covering-and-apostolic-authority/scriptures- 


used-in-covering-theology/heb-1317-obey-your-leaders-and-submit-to-them/) 


(God-pleasing Sacrifices) 
15 


. 16 And do not neglect doing good and 
sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 


18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct 
ourselves honorably in all things. 19 And | urge you all the more to do this, so that | 
may be restored to you the sooner. (Hebrews 13:15-19 NASB) 


(Benediction) 
20 


22 But | urge you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for 1 have written to 
you briefly. 23 Take notice that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, 
if he comes soon, | will see you. 24 Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. 
Those from Italy greet you. 


25 Grace be with you all. (Hebrews 13:2—25 NASB) 

December 16, 2019 James 1-5 

Wikipedia () provides this general introduction to this “general” letter: 

The Letter of James (Ancient Greek: IdkWBoc, romanized: lakobos), the Epistle of 


James, or simply James, is one of the 21 epistles (didactic letters) in the New 
Testament. 


Framing his letter within an overall theme of patient perseverance during trials and 
temptations, James writes to encourage his readers to live consistently with what 
they have learned in Christ. He wants his readers to mature in their faith in Christ 
by living what they say they believe. He condemns various sins, including pride, 
hypocrisy, favouritism, and slander. He encourages and implores believers to 
humbly live by godly, rather than worldly wisdom and to pray in all situations. 


Within the New Testament canon, the Epistle of James is noteworthy because it 
makes no explicit reference to the death, resurrection, or divine sonship of Jesus. It 
refers to Jesus twice, as "the Lord Jesus Christ" and as "our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ" (James 1:1, 2:1). 


Crossway.org (https://www.crossway.org/articles/why-study-the-book-of-james/) 
provides a more “theological” background and exposition on this book/letter: 
An Oft-Cited, Yet Challenging Book 

Of all the books in the New Testament, James is perhaps the one that gives 
Christians the most difficulty. We simply don’t quite know what to do with it! 


On the one hand, James’s letter is certainly one of the most quoted books of the 
entire Bible. It’s filled with famous phrases that often make their way into Christian 
conversation: 


“Faith produces steadfastness.” 

“God cannot be tempted.” 

“Every good and perfect gift comes from above.” 

“Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.” 

“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only.” 

“Even the demons believe—and shudder!” 

“Faith apart from works is dead.” 

“Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 

On the other hand, James is also full of passages that have left Christians scratching 
their heads. Does James have it out for rich people? What is the point of anointing a 
sick person with oil? What is the prayer of faith? Is James teaching that if you just 
have enough faith, God will always heal? 


Then there are even larger, and more pointed questions. Why doesn’t James talk 
very much about the cross? Does he understand the gospel the same way the rest 
of the New Testament writers do? And isn’t he explicitly arguing with Paul in chapter 
2 about the relationship between faith, works, and salvation? 


The Key Verse 

Those are all important questions. It helps, however, to realize that the primary 
message James is driving in this book is that a Christian’s faith in the gospel should 
work itself out in a life of obedience. As he says in James 1:22, believers in Jesus 
should not just hear the word and believe it, but they should also do what it says! 


The gospel of Jesus—which James understands deeply and affirms completely— 
results in a new life of obedience when a person believes. That’s James’s message, 
and when we understand it, his book will no longer be confusing to us, but rather a 
stirring exhortation to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which we have been 
called! 


Martin Luther | is quoted as describing this epistle as an “epistle of straw” (please 
h ; : : | 04/03 th 


straw/). 


Why, then, was this letter included in the canon Scripture? James was among the 
“disputed books” that did not have universal support among the church fathers 
(please see http://www. bible.ca/b-canon-disputed-books.htm). Several reasons 
have been offered for the inclusion of the practical and useful letter: 

1) James was believed by many to be the physical “half brother” of Jesus; 

2) James was a widely admired leader of the Jerusalem church, a true prayer warrior 
(sometimes called “the man with camel’s knees” because of his constant prayers on 
his knees ( https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/all-men-bible/James ) 

3) Paul refers to James in his letter to the Galatians (Paul mentions meeting James 
"the Lord's brother" (tov &5EAQov tod kupiou) and later calls him one of the pillars 
(OtTUAOL) in the Epistle to the Galatians[27] Galatians 1:18-2:10:- 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/james, brother of Jesus) 


My opinion is much simpler and less scholarly- James challenges those who believe 
or claim to have “faith” that is merely an intellectual assent to the truth of the 
Gospel. True faith invariably creates within the believer a joy and peace from the 
saving reality of the cross, and overflows in peace, peacemaking, and acts of love 
and kindness that are unmistakably rooted in and fed by the very nature of God- 
which is undeserved love. We tragically fool ourselves if our lives have no “fruit”! 


(Testing Your Faith) 
1 


To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings. 


5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any 
doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by 

the wind. 7 


9 But the brother of humble circumstances is to glory in his high position; 10 and 
the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass 
away. 11 For the sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its 
flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in 
the midst of his pursuits will fade away. 


death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good thing given and 
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us 
forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His 
creatures. 


Blessed is the one who 


perseveres under trial 


because, having stood 
the test, that person will 
receive the crown of life 
that the Lord has promised 
to those who love him. 
-James 1:12 
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19 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow 
to speak and slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God. 21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains 
of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your 
souls. 22 


25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, 
not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed 
in what he does. 


26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless. 


. James 1 NASB) 


One of my favorite sermon illustrations of the “partiality” in the church is the story 
of a young man, presumably a “seeker” who seats himself in a church. He is not 
“appropriately” dressed- he is wearing jeans and at shirt- and is mostly ignored by 
all who worship. Since there are no seats left (this must be an old story!) he sits up 
front on the floor, right in front of the pulpit. An older church member, in a three 
piece suit and clothed in dignity, approaches the young man. Many think he is in 
the act of “throwing out” this “inappropriate” visitor. Instead, he carefully sits down 
next to the young man! 


(The Sin of Partiality) 
Z 


ad ay, “You at hore ia good lace 4 have you not made distinctions among 


yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: 
did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 
which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor 
man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do 
they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? 


8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you 
are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever 
keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 11 
For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not commit murder.” 
Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by 
the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no 
mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. (James 2:1-13 NASB) 


(Faith and Works) 

14 What use Is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? 
Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of 
daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” 
and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 


18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and | have works; show me your 
faith without the works, and | will show you my faith by my works.” 19 You believe 
that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But are you 
willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the 
altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, 
faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the 
friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 
In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she 


received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For just as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. (James 2:14-26 
NASB) 
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For 
as the body 
apart 
from the spirit 
is dead, 
even so 


faith 


apart 
from works Le 
is dead. : 


(The Tongue Is a Fire) 

3 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will 
incur a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not 
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 
3 Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct 
their entire body as well. 4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are 
driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the 
inclination of the pilot desires. 5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and 
yet it boasts of great things. 


See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, 
the very world of iniquity; the tongue Is set among our members as that which 
defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by 
hell. 7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; 
itis a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the 
same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not 
to be this way. 11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and 


bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce Olives, or a vine produce figs? 
Nor can salt water produce fresh. (James 3:1-12 NASB) 


(Wisdom from Above) 

13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 This 
wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 
16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil 
thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And 
the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
(James 3:13-18 NASB) 


Peacemakers who sow in 
peace reap a harvest of 


righteousness. 
James 3:18 


(Things to Avoid) 

4 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your 
pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you 
commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You 
do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 You 
adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 
of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously 
desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”? 6 But He gives a greater 
grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” 7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; 
let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 


Come near 
to GOD 
and he will 
come near 
to you. 


-James 4:8 


against a brother or 
judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the 


law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver 


and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge 
your neighbor? 


11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks 


13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, 
and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” 14 Yet you do 
not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for 
a little while and then vanishes away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we will live and also do this or that.” 16 But as it is, you boast in your 


arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing 
to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. James 4 NASB) 


(Misuse of Riches) 

5 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you. 
2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold 
and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will 
consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your 
treasure! 4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has 
been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the 
harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have lived luxuriously 
on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a 
day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he 
does not resist you. (James 5:1-6 NASB) 


(Exhortation) 

7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and 
late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 
is near. 9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10 As an 
example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the 
endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is 
full of Compassion and is merciful. 


12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with 
any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall 
under judgment. 


13 Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to 
sing praises. 14 ls anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the 
church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord 
will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 16 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you 
may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17 
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he 
prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. 
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19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20 
let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of sins. (James 5:7-20 NASB) 


December 17, 2019 1 Peter 1,2 


David Guzik’s Enduring Word (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-peter- 
1/) provides a very helpful introduction to the letters of Peter the Apostle: 


1 Peter 1 - Living Like You Are Born Again 

A. A greeting from the Apostle Peter. 

1. (1) The writer and the intended readers of this letter. 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 


a. Peter: He was not merely an apostle, but there is a sense in which he was the 
leader of the apostolic group. Peter was an important and influential man in the 
early church. Considering the author, the first Christians would receive this letter 
with a sense of importance. 


i. Peter’s name is mentioned in the gospels more than anyone except the name of 
Jesus. No one speaks in the gospels as often as Peter did, and Jesus spoke more to 
Peter than to any other individual. 

- Jesus rebuked Peter more than any other disciple. 

- Peter was the only disciple who dared to rebuke Jesus. 

- Peter confessed Jesus more boldly and accurately than any other disciple. 

- Peter denied Jesus more forcefully and publicly than any other disciple. 

- Jesus praised Peter more than any other disciple. 


- Jesus addressed Peter as Satan alone among the disciples. 


li. Since Peter is so prominent in the gospel records, it is worthwhile to remind 
aaa 


- When Jesus woke up early in the morning to pray before the sun came up, Simon 
Peter led the other disciples on a hunt to find Jesus and tell Him what He should do 
(Mark 1:35-39). 


- Peter put his nets out at the direction of Jesus to bring in a massive catch of fish 
(Luke 5:1-11). 


- Peter went on a unique outreach trip with the other disciples (Matthew 10:1-42). 


- Peter stepped out of the boat during a raging storm and walked on the water with 
Jesus (Matthew 14:24-33). 


- Peter was the one who said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. Also, we have come to believe and to know that You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (John 6:68-69). 


- Peter saw Jesus transfigured in glory, together with Moses and Elijah (Matthew 
17:1-9). 


- Peter was the one who asked Jesus how many times we should forgive a brother 
that sins against us, quoting the high number of “seven times” (Matthew 18:21-35). 


- Peter was the one who asked Jesus, after the encounter with the rich young ruler, 
what the disciples would receive for giving everything up to follow Jesus (Matthew 
19:27-30). 


- Peter was the one who insisted that Jesus would not wash his feet; then he 
commanded Jesus to wash his whole body! (John 13:16-20). 


- Peter heard Jesus predict that he would deny Him three times (Matthew 26:30-35), 
and Peter replied, “Even if | have to die with you | will not deny You!” (Matthew 
26:35), and the rest of the disciples agreed. 


- Peter was the one who cut off the right ear of Malchus, the servant of the high 
priest, when the soldiers came to arrest Jesus (John 18:1-11). 


- Peter denied Jesus three times, cursing and swearing that he did not even know 
“the Man,” refusing to even name the name of Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75). 


- Peter was the one who ran with John the disciple to the tomb on the morning of the 
resurrection, after hearing the report of the women that the body of Jesus was not 
in its tomb (John 20:1-10). 


- Peter was the one who received a personal visit from the resurrected Jesus on the 
day of the resurrection (Luke 24:34). 


- Peter received a public restoration of Jesus in front of the other disciples after the 
resurrection of Jesus (John 21). 


ape (Hiebert) 


Peter’s first letter is universally accepted as a valid inclusion in the canon 
Scriptures, although there is some dispute about 2 Peter (please see 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antilegomena). 


Peter was one who “walked with Jesus” and as such is worthy of out attention and 
full consideration as he writes these “general letters”. He starts his letter with a 
sweeping and majestic summary of the “living hope” we all have as believers, who 
inherit an “imperishable inheritance”. 


(A Living Hope, and a Sure Salvation) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 


To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled 
with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 


, 5 who are protected 
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being 
more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and 
though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, 
but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 


RE Ww 
<< 2; 
FOR 


TRUSTING HIM 


WILL BE THE SALVATION 


10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come 
to you made careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what person or time 
the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories to follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not 
serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to 
you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven—things into which angels long to look. 


13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope 
completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 
ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all 
your behavior; 16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for! am holy.” (quoting 
Lev 11:44,45; 19:2) 


17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s 
work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing 
that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the 
sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 


and enduring word of God. 24 For, 


“All flesh is like grass, 

And all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, 

And the flower falls off, 

25 But the word of the Lord endures forever.” (quoting Isaiah40:6-8) 


And this is the word which was preached to you. (1 Peter 1 NASB) 


Paul’s description of “newborn babes” in the Lord (1 Corinthians 3:2) is hardly 
flattering “/ gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready.”. yet here Peter seems to praise newborns who “long for the 
pure milk of the word” (verse 2). Is this a contradiction in doctrine? 


Closer examination and further insight into these two (seemingly) disparate 
passages reveals the deeper truth- the “milk” that Peter refers to, and that is 
helpful- is the Word- which “new Christians” crave and are fed by. The Corinthian 
church was long past this early stage of the Christian Walk, and was being 
challenged by Paul to grow further past the “foundational” truths and into a deeper 
Walk with the Lord. 


(As Newborn Babes) 


Peter2 1-3 NASB) 


One of my deepest encounters with the Word was on a retreat to Hinton Rural Life 
Center in North Carolina, during which we were encourages to seek a “solitary 
place”, and meditate, pray or select a Scripture to reflect on. My choice was 1 Peter 
2:4, in which Peter likens believers as “living stones”. | was struck by how accurate 
that description was, as we had participated as a church family in “block laying” as 
part of building church buildings in northern Mexico. We were, like the blocks we 
laid and “stones” - the more ancient building material, part of a church that will 
stand forever- and we are “living” in His grace the whole time! 


(As Living Stones) 


. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT JESUS & BELIEV 
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7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, 


This became the very comer stone," quoting Psalm 18:22) 


8 and, 


for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they 
were also appointed. 


9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s 
own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called 


you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 


11 Beloved, | urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which 
wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so 
that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your 
good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2:4- 
12 NASB) 


(Honor Authority) 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a 
king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment 
of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15 For such is the will of God that 
by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Act as free men, 
and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 
17 Honor all siti lics love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 


1 PETER 2:15-16 


18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who 
are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. 19 For this finds 
favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows 
when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly 
treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what Is right and suffer for 
it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. (1 Peter 2:13-20 NASB) 


(Christ Is Our Example) 
21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 who committed no sin, nor 


(1 Peter 2:21-25 NASB) 


December 18, 2019 1 Peter 3-5 


Peter again hits on a “favorite subject” for women today- submissiveness to a 
husband. In this “enlightened age” we typically omit the word “obey” from the 
wedding vows. Surely no sane, empowered, gifted and Spirit filled woman would be 
submissive to a man. 


Let’s look closer...!. The husband is commanded to live in an “understanding way” 
(verse 7). Furthermore, we see these other verses in Scripture that round out the 
picture for the husband: 

Ephesians 5:25: “For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her." 

Genesis 2:24: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and they shall become one flesh." 

Ephesians 5:28 “... He who loves his wife loves himself.” 

If a man truly loves his wife, seeks to nourish her spiritually, sacrifices for her, and 
loves her with an everlasting love, how could she not respond with love and 
respect? 


(Godly Living) 

3 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if 
any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the 
behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 3 
Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold 
jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with 
the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of 
God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used 
to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what 
Is right without being frightened by any fear. 


Your beauty should not come from outward 

adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and 
the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 
Rather, it should be that of your inner self, » 


the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet Spiny, 
which is of great worth in God's: sight. 
1 Peter 3:3-4 : 


7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as 
with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of 
the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. 


8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and 
humble in spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing 
instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 
10 For, 
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ind, having compassion 
r one arise i los as brothers, 


“The one who desires life, to love and see good days, 
Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. 


11 “He must turn away from evil and do good; 

He must seek peace and pursue it. 

12 “For the eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, 
And His ears attend to their prayer, 

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 


13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if 
you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear 
their intimidation, and do not be troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep 
a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile 
your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 17 


19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 
who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
brought safely through the water. 21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you 
—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience 
—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who is at the right hand of God, 
having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been 
subjected to Him. (1 Peter 3 NASB) 

WE are to live for the “will of God” (verse 2). What this means to me mostly is that 
we are to lead the “surrendered life”. As my former father-in-law Leroy Schroen 
once told me, the “secret to the victory in the Christian life is complete surrender to 
God”. | have treasured these wise words for many years. When we truly seek God, 
follow His direction, and fit into His perfect plan for your lives we have victory over 
sin and self, and can serve Him is ways that bring glory and honor to His Name! 


(Keep Fervent in Your Love) 


. 3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the 
desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, 
carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 4 In all this, they are 
surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and 
they malign you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead. 6 For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those 
who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the 
spirit according to the will of God. 


7 The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for 
the purpose of prayer. 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, 
because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint. 10 


. (1 Peter 4:1-11 NASB) 


Each of you should use 
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Jesus warned us repeatedly that there would be suffering and sacrifice in following 
Him- and Him only. We seldom in the “land of the free” experience serious 
persecution, humiliation, loss of a job or promotion, or even risk imprisonment or 
death for our profession of faith- but many across the world do! (Please see: 
https://www.churchinneed.org/?s=christian 
%20martyrs&gclid=CjOKCQiAuefvBRDXARISAFEOQ9FX5b0QznPTP1ZZQHNg6p7LdkN 
86lAW5SBc4Du2MoEjl2|kfZaCchQaAjMdEALw_wcB for more on present day Christian 


martyrs. 


(Share the Sufferings of Christ) 
i2 


. 14 If you are reviled 
for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or 
a troublesome meddler,; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be 
ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin 
with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the 
righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner? 19 
Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls 
to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. (1 Peter 4:12-19 NASB) 


The gift of humility allows us to serve almost without a thought to ourselves, our 
own glory, reputation of honor. It is the honor of God that we seek (please see the 
wonderful play “Becket” which explores this theme : 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Becket) 


(Serve God Willingly) 

5 Therefore, | exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with 
eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to 
be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory. 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; 
and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is 
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 


6 


8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your 
brethren who are in the world. 10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God 
of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, 
confirm, strengthen and establish you. 11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 


ALL YOUR ANXIETY ON HIM BECAUSE HE CARES FOR YO 


1 PETER 5:7 


12 Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so | regard him), | have written to you 
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! 
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so 
does my son, Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. 


Peace be to you all who are in Christ. (1 Peter 5 NASB) 


December 19, 2019 2 Peter 


David Guzik (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-peter-1/) gives a 


wonderful treatise and commentary on the background and authenticity of the 
Second Letter of Peter: 


2 Peter 1- The Sure Christian Life 

“A. An encouragement to know God and what He has done for us. 

1. (1) Introducing a letter from Peter, to believers. 

Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained 
like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 


a. Simon Peter: The Apostle here called himself Simon Peter. Perhaps, since he 
wrote this letter later in life, he didn’t want to forget where he came from and that 
sometimes he was still more like the old Simon than the new Peter. 


i. We remember that Simon was his given name at birth; Peter was the special 
name given to him by Jesus, to call this man to “rock-like” thinking and behavior. 


ii. Some have said that Peter didn’t write this letter because the subject and style is 
somewhat different than 1 Peter. Yet the purpose of the two letters is quite 
different. 1 Peter was written to encourage Christians under the threat of violent 
persecution; 2 Peter was written to warn those same believers of the danger of false 
teachers and harmful influences. 


iii. “Convinced that the best antidote for heresy is a mature knowledge of the truth, 
Peter exhorts his readers to have a proper appreciation for prophecy, to live holy 
and godly lives while awaiting Christ’s coming and to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord.” (Kirby) 


b. A bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ: The order of these titles is important. 
Peter considered himself firsta bondservant, and then an apostle. His standing as a 
bondservant was more important to him than his status as an apostle. 


c. To those who have obtained like precious faith: Peter wrote to those who had the 
same salvation he had experienced, which he called “a like precious faith.” This 
faith was obtained, and not by the efforts of man but by the righteousness of our 
God. 


i. “He tells us too, that faith is ‘precious;’ and is it not precious? For it deals with 
precious things, with precious promises, with precious blood, with a precious 
redemption, with all the preciousness of the person of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.” (Spurgeon) 


ii. Like precious faith probably speaks to the fact that the Jews and Gentiles enjoyed 
the same faith, and therefore the same benefits in Jesus. “God having given to you - 
believing Gentiles, the same faith and salvation which he had give to us - believing 
Jews.” (Clarke) 


d. Our God and Savior Jesus Christ: The grammar of the ancient Greek 
demonstrates that Peter said that Jesus Christ is our God and Savior. Peter clearly 
thought that Jesus was and is our God and Savior.” 


As has been noted previously, the letter is among the books of the Canon that are 


“disputed”( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antilegomena). It is clear to most 


conservative scholars that this is an authentic work of Simon Peter, the Apostle, and 


was sent to warn against “false prophets” and false teachers. The threat from 
without (persecution) is addressed in 1 Peter, the (more serious!) threat from within 
is explored and warned against in 2 Peter. 


(Growth in Christian Virtue) 
1 ; 
To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness 
of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted 
to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him 
who called us by His own glory and excellence. 


2 
Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral 
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self- 
control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 
7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless 
nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks 
these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his 
former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about 
His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 
stumble; 11 
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"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through lust." 


12 Therefore, | will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you 
already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with 
you. 13 1 consider it right, as long as | am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by 
way of reminder, 14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is 
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And | will also be 
diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to 
mind. (2 Peter 1:1-15 NASB) 


(Eyewitnesses) 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an 
utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son 
with whom | am well-pleased”— 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made 
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 


19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act 


of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. (2 Peter 1:16-21 
NASB) 


= 
First of all you must 
understand this, 
that no prophecy of 
scripture is a matter of 


one's own interpretation. 
? Peter 1:20 


Then, as now, the threat to the purity and holiness of the church from false teachers 
is real and very serious. We must stay close to the Word of God, and be defenders 
of the Truth, a stance tat requires careful and deep study, the gifts of discernment 
and endurance, and a true empowering or filling of God’s Holy Spirit. The battle 
rages at present in my home church over these same issues- the divide is between 
those who accept the authority of the Word and those who would stand in judgment 
of the Word based on their experience, wants and needs. The issue is simple- either 
God’s Word is trustworthy and inerrant in its totality, or it is not! 


(The Rise of False Prophets) 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many 
will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be 
maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment 
from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 


whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling 
judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like unreasoning animals, 
born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no 
knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 13 suffering 
wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the 
daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they 
carouse with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing 
unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15 forsaking the 
right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of 
Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he received a rebuke for his 
own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained 
the madness of the prophet. 


17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black 
darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they 
entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who 
live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of 
corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 20 For if, after 
they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last 
state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for them 
not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away 
from the holy commandment handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them 
according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after 
washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” (2 Peter 2 NASB) 


Peter then outlines the purpose of this letter- to remind the church and the 
believers in the church to “remember”. Mockers will come (verse 3), but God will 
have the final word. He alone is God- He alone is the Holy One of Israel. 


(Purpose of This Letter) 

3 This is now, beloved, the second letter | am writing to you in which | am stirring up 
your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words 
spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior spoken by your apostles. (2 Peter 3:1-2 NASB) 


(The Coming Day of the Lord) 

3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? 
For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning 
of creation.” 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word 
of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with 
water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 


8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not 
slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:3-9 NASB) 
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A New Heaven and Earth 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass 
away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the 
earth and its works will be burned up. 


11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the 
elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are 
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 


14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by 
Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, 
wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which 
are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as 
they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You therefore, 
beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried 


away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 
glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (2 Peter 3:10-18 NASB) 
December 20, 2019 1 John 1-3 


David Guzik’s commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-john-1/) 


provides a very helpful background for this short “general” epistle: 
1 John 1 - Fellowship With God 


A. The purpose of the letter: to bring you into relationship with God. 

1. (1-2) John begins with the center of relationship: Jesus Christ. 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the 
Word of life—the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and 
declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us. 


a. That which was from the beginning: The beginning John wrote of is not the 
beginning of this world; nor is it the beginning of creation. It is the beginning of 
Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1, the beginning there was before there was anything, when 
all there existed was God. 


ii. Whoever, or whatever, John wrote of, he said his subject was eternal and 
therefore was God because the subject existed before all else and was the source 
and basis of the existence of all things. 


b. Which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled: This indicates that this eternal being - the One 
from the beginning - came to earth, and John (among others) personally 
experienced this eternal One. 


iv. Enormous because it debunked dangerous teachings that were creeping into the 
church, known as Gnosticism. Part of the teaching of Gnosticism was that though 
Jesus was God, He was not actually a physical man, but instead some kind of 
pseudo-physical phantom. Yet John declared, “I heard Him! | saw Him! | studied 
Him! | touched Him!” 


c. The Word of Life: John identified this eternally existent being, who was physically 
present with John and others (note the repetition of our, and not “my”), as the Word 
of Life. This is the same Logos spoken of in John 1:1. 


d. The life was manifested: This life was manifested, meaning that it was made 
actually and physically real. John solemnly testified as an eyewitness (we have 
seen, and bear witness, and declare to you) that this was the case. This was no fairy 
tale, no “Once upon a time” story. This was real, and John tells us about it as an 
eyewitness. 


e. Eternal life which was with the Father: In calling Jesus eternal life, John 
remembered the words of Jesus (John 5:26, 6:48, and 11:25). He also repeated the 
idea expressed in his first words of this letter: that Jesus Himself is eternal, and 
therefore God. 


i. We can say that people are eternal, but we say this with the understanding that 
we mean they are eternal in the future sense - they will never perish, being 
immortal (John 5:29). Yet people are not eternal in the past sense; to say that 
something is eternal in the past sense is the same as Saying it is equal to God or 
God’s Word. 


ii. The eternal existence of Jesus is also declared in Micah 5:2 - But you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall 
come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, 

from everlasting. The word everlasting here literally means, “beyond the vanishing 
point.” 


f. Which was with the Father: This refers to the eternal relationship between the 
Father and the Son. There was an eternal relationship of love and fellowship 
between the Father and the Son. Jesus referred to this in John 17:24: “For You loved 
Me before the foundation of the world.” 


John’s introduction of Jesus- the Word- the King of Kings and Lord of Lords- could be 
looked at as a theological version of the famous sermon by Dr. S.M. Lockridge- 
“That’s My King- Do you Know Him?” (Please see the video: 


https://www. youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=sChJUaU5W91) 


(Introduction, The Incarnate Word) 


(God Is Light) 

5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is 
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship 
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if 


. (1 John 1:5-10 NASB) 
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PURIFIES US FROM ALL SIN. 
-1 JOHN 1:7 


(Christ ls Our Advocate) 


3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 


7 Beloved, |! am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment 
which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which 
you have heard. 8 


12 1am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for 
His name’s sake. 13 | am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has 
been from the beginning. | am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. | have written to you, children, because you know the 
Father. 14 1 have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from 
the beginning. | have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 
word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. (1 John 2:1-14 
NASB) 


(Do Not Love the World) 


15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 
from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who 
does the will of God lives forever. 


The world and its desires pass away, 
but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 
1 John 2:17 


hei | 


18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even 
now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 19 
They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown 
that they all are not of us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you 
all know. 21 | have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the 
one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies 
the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the 
one who confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 As for you, let that abide in you 
which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in 
you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. (1 John 2:15-24 NASB) 


(The Promise Is Eternal Life) 


26 These things | have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive 
you. 27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and 
you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about 
all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in 
Him. 


28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 29 If you know 
that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is 
born of Him. (1 John 2:25-29 NASB) 


(Children of God Love One Another) 


such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like 
Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed 
on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 


4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin Is lawlessness. 5 
You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 6 
No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. 7 Little 
children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness Is 
righteous, just as He is righteous; 


9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because 
His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 By this the 
children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 


— — 
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~I John 3:8 (NKJV) 


11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his 
brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his 
brother’s were righteous. 


13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love 
abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 We know love by this, that He 
laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But 
whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart 
against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not 


love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 19 We will know by this that 
we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him 20 in whatever our heart 
condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if 
our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever 
we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the 
things that are pleasing in His sight. 


commandments abides Hin ad (1 John 3 NASB) 


December 21, 2019 1 John 4-5 


Many people claim to be “spiritual” but not religious- or not affiliated with any 
organized church or other body of worship. Pew Research statistics delineate a 
snapshot of this reality in the US 
(https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/06/more-americans-now-say- 
theyre-spiritual-but-not-religious/). 


A quarter of Americans now see 
themselves as spiritual but not religious 


% who identify as ... 


Religious and spiritual 59% 


48% 


oa 27 
Spiritual but not religious 19 48 


Neither religious nor spiritual 16 


Religious but not spiritual 6 6 


—<—<$___ 
2012 2017 


Note: Respondents were asked separate questions about 
whether they consider themselves to be “a religious person" 
and whether they consider themselves to be “a spiritual 
person.” The “spiritual but not religious” category includes 
those who responded affirmatively to the question about 
being a spiritual person and also responded that they do not 
consider themselves to be a religious person. Statistically 
significant changes are indicated in bold. Figures may not 
add to 100% due to rounding. 

Source: Survey conducted April 25-June 4, 2017. 


PEW RESEARCH CENTER 


Please also see the interesting website (https://www.newmessage.org/introduction- 


new-message/god-beyond-religion? 


gclid=CjOKCQiAovfvBRCRARISADEmbRIpliHTOvy1]WWFfEdV-M7]-mWjhOtOiOA- 


8nLTPSFPWFdBYAY8GEcOaAmpHEALw_wcB). 
My Mother, toward the end of her life and- as | believe- in rebellion to her somewhat 


pharisaic roots in the Southern Baptists Church- turned to Unity 


(https://www.unity.org/about-us/what-unity). 


As stated on the webpage cited above, the principles of Unity are: 


“The Five Principles 


1. God is all there is and present everywhere. This is the force of love and wisdom 


that underlies all of existence. 

2. Human beings are divine at their core and therefore inherently good. 

3. Thoughts have creative power to determine events and attract experiences. 

4. Prayer and meditation keep us aligned with the one great power in the universe. 


5. It is not enough to understand spiritual teachings. We must live the Truth we 
know.” 


The trap in most of these “movements” is that almost all the traditional theology 
and two millennia of history and tradition are rejected out of hand, and a “person 
centered” religion emerges which is all love an affirmation, and the concept of sin 
and repentance totally rejected. In these “movements”, man is thought to be 
universally and fundamentally “good”, and the “self” is expanded to literally 
become God. This is just a “prettied up” heresy that has been in existence since 
man decided to reject God in the very Garden of Eden. What did the serpent say to 
Eve? 


“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden? 


2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden: 


3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 


5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 


6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” 
(Genesis 3:1-6 KJV) 


The Serpent (who many believe is a personification of Satan, the Father of Lies) told 
Eve a dangerous “half truth” They would not (physically) die- at least at that 
moment- but the would “die” spiritually- which is the real death- and thus sin 
entered the world. 


As John urges us, we should “test the spirits”- especially those that we follow and 
mold our very lives around. The Holy Spirit will reveal the “spirits” that lie, steal, 


lead us to indulgence and sin, rob us of our rightful place in God’s family, and 
ultimately lead to our eternal separation from the True God of the universe! 


(Testing the Spirits) 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you 
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; 
this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now 
it is already in the world. 4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome 
them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 5 They are 
from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to 
them. 6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God 
does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. (1 
John 4:1-6 NASB) 
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(God Is Love) 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His 
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in 


us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He 
in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. 


15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. 16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. 
God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; 
but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who 
fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone 
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this 
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his 
brother also. (1 John 4:7-21 NASB) 


When we believe in the Son- and belief her is certainly not “intellectual agreement 
or assent to the IDEA of Jesus” but by act of will accepting Him as the Ruler, Center 
and true purpose giver of our lives- then we will join God’s amazing and glorious 
family! 


There is literally nothing the “world” can throw at us that we- by His grace and 
presence- cannot overcome. This is not “easy” but very simple. When we are 
totally yielded to God and to the life-giving Son of God- then God Himself as the 
Spirit empowers us to overcome and to “endure”. There are numerous verses in 
Scripture that describe the trials and tribulations that the lovers of God must 
“endure”, but their endurance leads to glory in their deepened relationship with 
God. Selected verses (all NIV translation) that describe this truth include: 


Psalm 69:7 For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face. 


Proverbs 12:19 Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a 
moment. 

Isaiah 66:22 “As the new heavens and the new earth that | make will endure 
before me,” declares the Lord, “so will your name and descendants endure. 

1 Corinthians 4:12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we 
bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 
endure it. 

Hebrews 12:7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. 
For what children are not disciplined by their father? 

1 Peter 2:20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong 
and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you enaure it, this is 
commendable before God. 

Revelation 3:10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, | will also 
keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the 
inhabitants of the earth. 


(Overcoming the World) 


6 This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with 
the water only, but with the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, 
because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the 
water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 If we receive the testimony 
of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, that He has 
testified concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of God has the 
testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, 
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His 
Son. 11 And the testimony Is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is 
in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have the life. (1 John 5:1-12 NASB) 


We hear echoes of John’s Gospel in this passage (John 20:30-31 NIV) 

(The Purpose of John’s Gospel) 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 


(This Is Written That You May Know) 


. 14 This is the confidence which we 


have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And 
if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 
which we have asked from Him. 


that you have eternal life 
1 John 5:13 


16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask 
and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is 
a sin leading to death; | do not say that he should make request for this. 17 All 
unrighteousness Is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death. 


18 We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps 
him, and the evil one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, and that 
the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of 
God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who Is 
true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and 
eternal life. 


21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols. (1 John 5:13-21 NASB) 


December 22, 2019 2 John, 3 John, Jude 


David Guzik’s commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-john-1/) 
provides the following introduction to the second letter of John: 


“This epistle is more remarkable for the spirit of Christian love which it breathes 
than for anything else. It contains scarcely anything that is not found in the 
preceding; and out of the thirteen verses there are at least eight which are found, 
e/ther in so many words or in sentiment, precisely the same with those of the first 
epistle.” (Adam Clarke) 


How do we walk in love- and in the truth? The guidance we have is severalfold: 1) 
experience(s) with the Lord that guide us; 2) the Word itself; 3) the insight and 
teaching of God’s Holy Spirit. We have no real excuse for not walking in the Truth 


and in love: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalm 
119:5 KJV) 


(Walk According to His Commandments) 

1 The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom | love in truth; and not only |, 
but also all who know the truth, 2 for the sake of the truth which abides in us and 
will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the 
Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

4 | was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth, just as we have 
received commandment to do from the Father. 5 Now | ask you, lady, not as though 
| were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from 
the beginning, that we love one another. 6 And this is love, that we walk according 
to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the 
beginning, that you should walk in it. 
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2 John 1:6 . 


7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge 
Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch 
yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may 
receive a full reward. 9 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching 
of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the 


Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do 
not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting; 11 for the one who 
gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds. 


12 Though | have many things to write to you, | do not want to do so with paper and 
ink; but | hope to come to you and speak face to face, so that your joy may be made 
full. 


13 The children of your chosen sister greet you. (2 John NASB) 


The third letter of John, like the second, is both short and personal. It is written to 
“Gaius” who is described as “beloved”. This short letter is focused on following 
good examples. David Guzik’s commentary (https://enduringword.com/bible- 
commentary/3-john-1/) offers this quote: 

“But it has been the lot both of the minor prophets and the minor epistles to be 
generally neglected; for with many readers bulk is every thing; and, no magnitude, 
no goodness.” (Adam Clarke, on the shorter books of the Bible) 


(You Walk in the Truth) 
1 The elder 


2 Beloved, | pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as 
your soul prospers. 3 For! was very glad when brethren came and testified to your 
truth, that is, how you are walking in truth. 4 1 have no greater joy than this, to hear 
of my children walking in the truth. 


I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children are walking in the truth. 


3 John 1:4 


5 Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, 
and especially when they are strangers; 6 and they have testified to your love 
before the church. You will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of 
God. 7 For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the 


Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow 
workers with the truth. 


9 | wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among 
them, does not accept what we say. 10 For this reason, if | come, | will call attention 
to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and not 
satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he forbids 
those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 


of God the one who does evil has not seen God. 12 Demers has received @ 900d 


13 1 had many things to write to you, but |! am not willing to write them to you with 
pen and ink; 14 but | hope to see you shortly, and we will speak face to face. 


15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name. (3 John NASB) 


The book of Jude is perhaps one of the most neglected books of the Scripture. | 
cannot recall a single sermon or Sunday School lesson from the text of this book. 
Yet the message here is both powerful and urgent. Guzik 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jude-1/) offers this commentary: 
“These shorter letters of the New Testament are often neglected, but the neglect of 
this important letter says more about us than it does about the Book of Jude. “Its 


.” (Guthrie) 


A. The danger that prompted Jude to write this letter. 

1. (1) The author and the readers. 

Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, 
sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 


a. Jude: The name is literally “Judas.” But to avoid connection with Judas Iscariot, 
the infamous man who betrayed Jesus, most English translators have used the 
name “Jude.” 


The “urgent” warning in this book is about “false teachers” and other ungodly men 
who have “infiltrated” the body of believers. 2 Peter wrote warnings of similar 
nature, urging believers to be aware of the great threat of false teaching- perhaps a 
more serious threat than external persecution! 


Jude identifies himself as the “brother of James”. This would give him the unique 
perspective of also being a half brother of Jesus, as James was! 
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(The Warnings of History to the Ungodly) 
1 Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, 


To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 
May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you. 


eC 


5 Now | desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, 
after saving a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who 
did not believe. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned 
their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment 
of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since 
they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange 
flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 


For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed 
headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12 These 
are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you 
without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; 


autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting 
up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has 
been reserved forever. 


yen ~Sa 2 
Michael the Archangel (https://billmuehlenberg.com/2019/10/14/difficult-bible- 
passages-jude-19/) 


gem: 


eae ~ Naan = 


14 It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, 
prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 
15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, 
following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake 
of gaining an advantage. (Jude 1:1-16 NASB) 


(Keep Yourselves in the Love of God) 

17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 that they were saying to you, “In the last 
time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.” 19 These are 
the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, 
beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 23 save 
others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating 
even the garment polluted by the flesh. 


the presence of His glory blameless wth great joy, 23 0 the only God our Savior, 


eee (Jude 1:17-25 NASB) 


December 23, 2019 Revelation 1-2 


What a great Christmas gift! Poring through the Revelation of Jesus Christ to John, 
in exile on Patmos would hardly seem the “perfect gift”- but there is great blessing 
in wrestling with the “difficult scriptures”. The wise Christians who have spent a 
lifetime in God’s Word often assure me that “Scripture interprets itself”. In many (in 
fact almost every) instances this is true- except where it doesn’t. The terrifying and 
puzzling images we see in Revelation are difficult to interpret at best. Perhaps we 
should make a list of things that we will ask the Creator when we are in His constant 
presence- most of the “symbolic sections” or Revelation make this list for me! 


Guzik, (https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-1/), who has been 


my constant resource and companion through this Journal, offers the following: 


“Since so much controversy has risen over the interpretation of the Book of 
Revelation, it is helpful to know the four basic approaches people have used 
through the centuries to understand Revelation. 


a : This approach believes that Revelation dealt only with the 
church in John’s day. In the Preterist approach, Revelation doesn’t predict anything. 
John simply described events of his current day, but he put them in symbolic code 
so those outside the Christian family couldn’t understand his criticism of the Roman 
government. In the Preterist view, the Book of Revelation was for then. 


b. The Historicist View: This approach believes that Revelation is a sweeping, 
disordered panorama of all church history. In the Historicist approach, Revelation 


predicts the future, but the future of the “church age” - not the future of end-time 
events. In the Historicist view, Revelation is full of symbols that describe now. 


i. For example, many of the Reformers called the Pope the beast of Revelation 
chapter 13, but they didn’t necessarily want to believe that the end was very near. 
So they believed that Revelation spoke of their time, without necessarily speaking 
to the end times. 


c. The Poetic View: This approach believes that Revelation is a book full of pictures 
and symbols intended to encourage and comfort persecuted Christians in John’s 
day. In the Poetic or allegorical view, the Book of Revelation isn’t literal or historic. 
Revelation is a book of personal meaning. 


d. The Futurist View: This approach believes that beginning with chapter four, 
Revelation deals with the end times, the period directly preceding Jesus’ return. In 
the Futurist view, Revelation is a book that mainly describes the end times. 


e. Which approach is correct? Each one is true in some regard. The Book of 
Revelation did speak to John’s day. It speaks to church history. And it does have 
meaning for our personal life. So while elements of the first three approaches have 
their place, we can’t deny the place of the futurist view. We can know the Book of 


Revelation speaks with clarity about the end times because of two central principles 
drawn from Revelation 1:1-3. 


John wants us to know that this vision- or series of visions- came to him from the 
Lord Jesus Himself. These were not “fanciful dreams” or hallucinations, but were 
visions in which Jesus reveals Himself and His descriptions of the churches, the 
present world, and the world and church to come. 


(The Revelation of Jesus Christ) 


. 3 Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in 
it; for the time is near. (Revelation 1:1-3 NASB) 


John then begins a series of descriptions and revelations about seven of the 
churches in his day- and tells each church what specific message Jesus has for 
them: 


(Message to the Seven Churches) 


. To Him who loves us and released us from 
our sins by His blood— 6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God 
and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 
Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who 
pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. 
Amen. 


(Revelation 1:4-8 NASB) 


Givi one, es it, a 
who always was, and who eS 


(The Patmos Vision) 
9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and 
perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 1 was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and 
| heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a 
book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna 
and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea.” 


12 Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned | 
saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands | saw one 
like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest 
with a golden sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; 
and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when 
it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many 
waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 


20 As for the 
mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches. (Revelation 1:9-20 NASB) 


(Message to Ephesus) 
2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 


The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the 
seven golden lampstands, says this: 


evilmen, and you put tothe test those who call themselves apostles and they are 


endure for hy ame’ sake and he 5 Therefore remember from where you have 


fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else |!am coming to you and 
will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 6 Yet this you do 
have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate. 7 He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, | will 
grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’ (Revelation 2:1-7 
NASB) 


(Message to Smyrna) 
& “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 


The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 


. 11 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by 
the second death.’ (Revelation 2:8-11 NASB) 
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- REVELATION D: 10 = 


(Message to Pergamum) 
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 


The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 


13 ‘1 know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, 
and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, 
who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But | have a few things against 
you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept 
teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 15 So you also have some who 
in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent; or else | 
am coming to you quickly, and | will make war against them with the sword of My 
mouth, 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes, to him | will give some of the hidden manna, and | will give him 
a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he 
who receives it.’ (Revelation 2:12-17 NASB) 


(Message to Thyatira) 
18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 


The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished 
bronze, says this: 


19 ‘1 know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and 
that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 20 But | have this against you, that 
you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches 
and leads My bona-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat 


. 21 | gave her time to repent, and she does not want to 
repent of her immorality. 22 Behold, | will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those 
who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her 
deeds. 23 And | will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know 
that |!am He who searches the minds and hearts; and | will give to each one of you 
according to your deeds. 24 But | say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do 
not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I place no other burden on you. 25 


’(Revelation 2:18-28 NASB) 
December 24, 2019 Revelation 3-5 


Revelation 3 completes the thumbnail descriptions of the seven churches. These 
churches were all in what is now the country of Turkey, and were all along a circular 
trade route. The insights given to John were given to him by Jesus Himself. It is not 
clear what knowledge John might have had about these churches before his vision 
and revelation. Please see (https://www.christianity.com/wiki/end-times/what-do- 


the-7-churches-in-revelation-represent-summaries-and-explanations.html). Each of 
the churches have flaws, all of which are found in the modern church as well. 


(Message to Sardis) 
“To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 


He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your 


. Therefore if you do not wake up, | will 
come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour | will come to you. 4 But you 
have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk 
with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in 
white garments; and | will not erase his name from the book of life, and | will 
confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ (Revelation 3:1-6 NASB) 


(Message to Philadelphia) 
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 


He who Is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will 
shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: 


about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 !am 


coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 He 
who overcomes, | will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and / will write on him the name of My God, and the name of 
the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God, and My new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’ (Revelation 3:7-13 NASB) 


(Message to Laodicea) 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 


The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says 
this: 


17 Because you say, “lam rich, and have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked, 18 | advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so 
that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, 
and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint 
your eyes so that you may see. 19 Those whom | love, | reprove and discipline; 


therefore be zealous and repent. 20 


(Revelation 3:14-22 


NASB) 


“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me.” 


O° Intinn 2-91) (K T\ 
evelation 3:2U (K} V) 


John then receives the first of what will be several scenes in Heaven, centered 
around the Lamb that was slain- Jesus Himself. The imagery of the resurrected and 
ruling Jesus is radically different from the few hints of images we have in Scripture 
before this glorified Christ is revealed.(Please see: 

https://www. bibleinfo.com/en/questions/what-did-jesus-look-like) We see in these 


dramatic images echoes of the “living creatures” seen by Ezekiel in his vision 
(Ezekiel 1:5). 


(Scene in Heaven) 

After these things | looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the 
first voice which | had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and /| will show you what must take place after these things.” 2 


Immediately | was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, a 


pandas. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones 


| saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on 
their heads. (Revelation 4:1-4 NASB) 


(The Throne and Worship of the Creator) 

5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. 
And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 
Spirits of God; 6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like 
crystal; and in the center and around the throne, 

. 7 The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a 
calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature 
was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six 
wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to 
say, 


“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who ts to 
come.” 


9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on 
the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders will fall 
down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and 
ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 


11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; 
for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” 
(Revelation 4:5-11 NASB) 


(The Book with Seven Seals) 

5 | saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on 
the back, sealed up with seven seals. 2 And | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a 
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?” 3 And no one 
in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look 
into it. 4 Then | began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open 
the book or to look into it; 5 and one of the elders *said to me, “Stop weeping; 
behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so 
as to open the book and its seven seals.” 


6 And | saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders 


. 7 And He came and took the book out of 
the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. & 


) 


St ert 


(figure from https://mybible.com/bibles/kjv/books/rev chal ters/5 


(Angels Exalt the Lamb) 


11 Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, 
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, 


14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. (Revelation 5:11-14 NASB) 


For a modern praise song base on Revelation 5, please listen to 


(https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=FkKRIYSTN7KY) 


The lyrics: 

Is He Worthy [Lyrics] [Tomlin] by Andrew Peterson and Ben Shive 
Verse 1 

Do you feel the world is broken? We do 

Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do 

But do you know that all the dark 

Won't stop the light from getting through? We do 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? 
We do 

Verse 2 

Is all creation groaning? It is 

Is a new creation coming? It is 

Is the glory of the Lord 

To be the light within our midst? It is 

Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? 

It is 

Chorus 


Tag 1 


Verse 3 

Does the Father truly love us? He does 

Does the Spirit move among us? He does 

And does Jesus our Messiah hold forever those He loves? He does 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? 

He does 


Chorus 

Is anyone worthy, is anyone whole? 

Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll 

The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave 

He is David's root and the Lamb, who died to ransom the slave 
Bridge 

From ev'ry people and tribe, ev'ry nation and tongue 

He has made us a kingdom and priests to God, to reign with the Son 
Tag 2 

Is He wor - thy, is He wor - thy 

Of all blessing and honor and glo - ry? 

Is He wor - thy, is He wor - thy? 

Is He wor thy of this 

He is, He is, He is, He is 

Ending 

He is wor - thy, He is wor - thy 

Of all blessing and honor and glo - ry 

He is wor - thy of this, He is! 


December 25, 2019 Revelation 6-8 


As | write this it’s early on Christmas morning. The house, and my bride, are asleep 
and the day is yet to unfold. If there were any doubt that | have become fully 
awake, all that is needed is to meditate or imagine- even for the briefest time- the 
terrifying imagery of this apocalyptic vision from John. The juxtaposition of these 
terrifying images and the peaceful “Babe in the Manger” could not be more stark or 
dramatic. Yet it is this same Jesus who appeared as a helpless Baby that is now 
seen in glory as the Lamb of God! 


(The First Seal—Rider on White Horse) 

6 Then | saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and | heard one of the 
four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come.” 2 | looked, and 
behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to 
him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. (Revelation 6:1-2 NASB) 


Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, an 1887 painting by Victor Vasnetsov. The Lamb is visible at 
the top. 


(The Second Seal—War) 

3 When He broke the second seal, | heard the second living creature saying, 
“Come.” 4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was 
granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a 
great sword was given to him. (Revelation 6:3-4 NASB) 


(The Third Seal—Famine) 

5 When He broke the third seal, | heard the third living creature saying, “Come.” | 
looked, and behold, a black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his 
hand. 6 And | heard something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures 
saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; 
and do not damage the oil and the wine.” (Revelation 6:5-6 NASB) 


(The Fourth Seal—Death) 


. (Revelation 6:7-8 NASB) 


The martyrdom of Christians is a very present reality- there are perhaps more in 
number today than at the time John recorded these words. 
(https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/11-christians-killed- 
every-day-for-their-decision-to-follow-jesus/? 
mwm_id=293514320345&keyword=&b&g&2935143203458&1t2&c&154566137186 


2674787161&gclid=EAlalQobChM|Iw6gYkKMPQ5gIVxcDACh2jOQ7sEAAYAiAAEgLZlvD 
BwE) 


(The Fifth Seal—Martyrs) 


(Revelation 6:9-11 NASB) 


(The Sixth Seal—Terror) 


; 16 and they *said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall 
on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” (Revelation 6:12-17 NASB) 


yk 
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(An Interlude) 

7 After this | saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back 
the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or 
on any tree. 2 And | saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having 
the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to 
whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the 


earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on 
their foreheads.” 


Just who are these 144,000? Some churches believe this to be the total number of 
those that are saved. The “Multitude” in verse 9 suggests otherwise- tis 
“multitude” from “every nation” to me represent the vast number of those who 
have trusted Jesus for salvation, and are now assembled to worship and adore the 
Lamb who was slain for all of them. The 144,000 seem to be from the text from 
each of the twelve tribes- 12,00 from each tribe 


(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/144,000). Wikipedia (reference above) makes this 


suggestion: 


“The numbers 12,000 and 144,000 are variously interpreted in traditional 
Christianity. Some, taking the numbers in Revelation to be symbolic,[4] believe it 
represents all of God's people throughout history in the heavenly Church.[5] One 
suggestion is that the number comes from 12, a symbol for totality, which is 
squared and multiplied by one thousand for more emphasis. Others insist the 
numbers 12,000 and 144,000 are literal numbers and representing either 
descendants of Jacob (also called Israel in the Bible) or others to whom God has 
given a superior destiny with a distinct role at the time of the end of the world.[6] 
One understanding is that the 144,000 are recently converted Jewish evangelists 
sent out to bring sinners to Jesus Christ during the seven year tribulation period.[7] 
Preterists believe they are Jewish Christians, sealed for deliverance from the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Dispensationalist Tim LaHaye, in his 
commentary Revelation: Illustrated and Made Plain (Zondervan, 1975), considers 
the 144,000 in Revelation 7 to refer to Jews and those in Revelation 14 to refer to 
Christians.” 


(Revelation 7:1-3 NASB) 


, The 144,000) 


(Revelation 7:4-8 NASB) 


(A Multitude from the Tribulation) 


their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 


The Vast Multitude (https://presenttruthmn.com/the-present-truth/teachings/end- 
time-scriptures/who-are-the-revelation-7-saints/) 


“Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 11 And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 
saying, 


_..and crying out with a loud voice, 


Who sits on the throne. and to the Lamb! 
REVELATION 7:10 


“Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 


.” (Revelation 7:9-17 NASB) 


One of my favorite trivia questions asks: “How do we know there were no women in 
Heaven in John’s Revelation, Chapter 8?” The answer- “because verse 1 in chapter 
eight states that there was “a silence in Heaven for about half an hour”! 


This interlude seems to be a “resting int”, part of the rhythm of the vision (or 
visions) given to John. It is as if the Lord knew that John might undergo sensory 
overload, and a brief pause to “rest” was provided here. The visions, in all their 
terrifying detail, commence shortly after this brief pause. 


(The Seventh Seal—the Trumpets) 

8 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, 

an hour. 2 And | saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets 
were given to them. 


3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much 
incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on 
the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with 
the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand. 5 Then the 
angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; 
and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an 
earthquake. 


6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound 


. 11 The name of the 


star Is called Wormwood, and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many 
men died from the waters, because they were made bitter. 


ti af th ata were ark So ta tr of hem wat ba cree arate 


13 Then | looked, and | heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud 
voice, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining 
blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!” (Revelation 8 
NASB) 


THE MIGHTY ANGELS 
OF REVELATION 


December 26, 2019 Revelation 9-11 


Coffman’s commentary (https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/revelation- 
9.html)is detailed and helpful here: 


“The seven seals were divided into two groups ; and the same is true with the 
trumpets, the division being marked by the insertion of Revelation 8:13" where the 
last three trumpets are designated as "woes." These last three "woes" contrast with 
the first four trumpets in that their judgments fall directly upon man; whereas, in 
the four, the judgments fell upon the environment, with their effect being felt 
indirectly by man. Both here and there, however, the heavenly limitation is clearly 
visible. The torment of the locusts is for "five months" only (Revelation 9:5,10); only 
the "third part" of man may be killed under the sixth trumpet (Revelation 9:15); the 
fallen angel (Revelation 9:1) could not open the abyss until "there was given him" 
the key; the four angels bound at the Euphrates could not act independently, but 
only upon orders from God himself (Revelation 9:13,14); and in the fifth trumpet 
(first woe), the tormentors could only inflict punishment, but could not kill. 


This chapter relates the fifth trumpet (Revelation 9:1-12) and the sixth trumpet 
(Revelation 9:13-21), which are the first two woes; and here there is a dramatic 
progression beyond the environmental judgments of the first four trumpets 
recorded in Revelation 8. 


The picture of terror mounts in its awful intensity. Here the terrors coming upon the 
earth are beyond nature; they are demonic. The abyss is opened, and the 
superhuman terrors are being dispatched upon the world. 

This fundamental change in the character of the visions from environmental 
dislocations to the type of terrors in the woes forbids the interpretation that makes 


the successive trumpets prophecies of sequential historical events; and exactly the 
same change is seen in the first two woes. For example, Barnes’ view that the fifth 
trumpet represents Muslim conquests, and that the sixth refers to the rise of the 
Turkish power, takes no account whatever of the fact that the fifth trumpet was not 
fatal, and that the sixth resulted in the slaughter of a third of the human race. This 
is a distinction that cannot pertain to the successive conquests of the Muslims and 
the Turks. 


In fact, it is likely that the fifth trumpet does not symbolize military operations at all. 
Taken together, and there is an obvious connection, the two woes represent such 
things as wicked philosophies, false theories, satanic delusions, vain imaginations, 
humanistic assumptions, perverted religious systems, evil patterns of human 
thought, etc., which turn people's thoughts away from God and betray the whole 
world into the hands of Satan, with a result, of course, that plunges the whole world 
repeatedly into destructive wars and revolutions, producing a lifestyle radically 
contrary to the will of God. 


And the fifth angel sounded, and | saw a star from heaven fallen upon the earth: 
and there was given to him the key of the pit of the abyss. (Revelation 9:1) 


This heralds the appearance of the first woe. 
A star from heaven fallen upon the earth ... 


The fallen star must be Satan himself The fallen star is apparently Satan, his power 
to open and close being exercised by divine permission. The star fallen represents 
the devil's present condition. Having rebelled against God, he has lost his position in 
heaven ... When we read that Satan had power to open the abyss, it means that he 
receives power to incite men to evil. Isaiah said of Satan, "How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning" (Isaiah 14:12). It seems therefore that Satan 
himself is here referred to under this symbol. The star is Satan The pit is opened by 
one who is a fallen star - no doubt Satan. 

The only "fallen star" in the sense of this passage in the entire Bible is Satan. Jesus 
said, "| beheld Satan fallen as lightning from heaven" (Luke 10:18). Lenski objected 
to this interpretation on the basis that Satan fell "like lightning," but not "out of 
heaven to the earth." However, Lenski failed to show any difference in falling "from" 
heaven and "out of' heaven. Compare this verse with Luke 10:18. Others also have 
shown great reluctance to accept this fallen star as Satan: 


He is obviously an angel of God carrying out the divine will. (Would such an angel 
be called "fallen"?) He depicts the corporate life of men in its opposition to God.. 
"Fallen" is used because that is the way stars come down out of the sky. It 
represents some angelic figure, not Satan. 

Such objections are arbitrary and unsupported by any solid logic. It appears that 
much of the reluctance to admit what appears to this writer as a certainty derives 
from an erroneous identification of this being with the angel with the key in 
Revelation 20:1 who bound Satan and locked him up; but that angel was the true 
possessor of the key. Here the fallen angel used it only by permission. As Caird 
observed: 


There is all the difference in the world between this fallen angel who was given the 
key, and the angel of Revelation 20:1 whom John saw descending from heaven with 
the key. The difference is not just that one releases and the other locks up. One is 
an evil agent acting with divine permission, and the other is a good agent carrying 
out God's will. 

We do not hesitate to identify what takes place under these trumpet woes with the 
"loosing of Satan," detailed later in the prophecy.” 


It is astonishing to me that the sinners marked for torment and destruction (those 
without the “seal of God on their foreheads” (verse 4) refused to repent of their sins 
and turn to the life -giving Lamb! These sinners were so mired and married to their 
sins that they refused to relinquish their slavery to sin- an ominous parallel to the 
Christian martyrs who refused to deny Christ even in the face of torture and death. 


(The Fifth Trumpet—the Bottomless Pit) 


. 2 He opened the 
bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; 
and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of the 
smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of 
the earth have power. 4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any 
green thing, 


7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their 
heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 8 
They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. 9 
They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was 
like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. 10 They have tails like 


scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months. 
11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. 


12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things. 
(Revelation 9:1-12 NASB) 


(The Sixth Trumpet—Army from the East) 


glen a hen before Gd, one soig ta te Stage oad he. 


17 And this is how | saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the 
riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the 
heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire 
and smoke and brimstone. 18 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, 
by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths. 
19 For the power of the horses Is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are 
like serpents and have heads, and with them they do harm. 


20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the 


immorality nor of their thefts. (Revelation 9:13-21 NASB) 


Now we get a glimpse of one of several “books” in Revelation (verse 2). This “little 
book” is apparently full of prophesy concerning the “peoples and nations and 
tongues and kings” (verse 11). Several are mentioned in the Revelation- this one 
(Chapter 10; the “several books” in Chapter 20; and the “Book of Life” in Revelation 
13) 


(The Angel and the Little Book) 

| saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and 
the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like 
pillars of fire; 2 


5 Then the angel whom | saw 
standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 6 and swore 
by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the 
earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there will be delay 
no longer, 7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to 


sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the 
prophets. 


| Revelation 10:5-7 KJV 
And the angel which | saw stand upon the sea 
and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 
And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, 
who created heaven, 
and the things that therein are, and the earth, 


and the things that therein are, and the sea, 
and the things which are therein, 
re days of e Seventh angel, 
wherrne stant T tO SOUNd, 
the mystery of God should be finished, 
as he hath declared to his Servants the prophets. 


8 Then the voice which | heard from heaven, | heard again speaking with me, and 
saying, “Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the 
sea and on the land.” 9 So! went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. 
And he *said to me, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your 
mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 10 | took the little book out of the angel’s hand 
and ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as honey; and when | had eaten it, my 
stomach was made bitter. 11 And they *said to me, “You must prophesy again 
concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.” (Revelation 10 
NASB) 


The two witnesses have been identified variously as literally two persons or 


symbolically. Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_witnesses) does a good 


job of summarizing some of these views: 


According to the text, the two witnesses are symbolised as the "two olive trees and 
the two lampstands" that have the power to destroy their enemies, control the 
weather and cause plagues. Their description as "two olive trees and two 
lampstands" may be symbolism, allegory, or literal. 


Identity 
In attempting to interpret Revelation 11, commentators who hold to a premillennial 
eschatology generally interpret the two witnesses in one of three ways: (1) as 


individuals either manifested in some form of reincarnation; or "in the spirit" of 
biblical prophets who once appeared in Bible history; or simply as two individuals 
newly arrived on the earth; (2) as corporate in nature (human) standing for the 
Church only or for Israel only; or both Israel and the Church; or for both Jewish and 
Gentiles believers in Jesus; or (3) as symbolism or an expression of biblical concepts 
(i.e., the Old and New Testaments; the Law and the Prophets; Mercy and Grace). 


Literalist view 

The literalist typically has a dispensationalist or liter;l interpretation that the two 
witnesses will be actual people who will appear in the Last days. However, there are 
varying views as to the identity of the two witnesses. 


Early Christian writers such as Tertullian, Irenaeus, and Hippolytus of Rome, have 
concluded that the two witnesses would be Enoch and Elijah, the two prophets who 
did not die because God "took" them according to other Biblical passages. 


Others have proposed Moses as one of the witnesses, for his ability to turn water 
into blood and the power to plague the earth. 


Modern theologians, such as John Walvoord, have furthered the point of 
individualism by comparing the "two lampstands" and the "two olive trees" of 
Revelation 11 to the two golden pipes and two olive trees/branches of Zechariah 4. 
By the identification of the two olive branches as "two anointed ones" or "two sons 
of the oil", in Zechariah, this reinforces the literalist interpretation that the two 
witnesses are two people. The personification of the two witnesses in Revelation is 
so prevalent that according to theologian William Barclay, the passage seems to 
refer to definite persons. Walvoord further pointed out that because the Revelation 
passage does not specifically identify who the two witnesses are, it would be safer 
to conclude that they are not related to any previous historical character. 


The two witnesses have been interpreted as representing the Church or a similar 
concept. The 1599 Geneva Study Bible has asserted that the two witnesses are the 
exclusive purview of the church. Matthew Henry's Complete Commentary on the 
Whole Bible gives one church interpretation as consisting of believing Jews and that 
of the Gentiles. John Wesley in his commentary on Revelation 11 suggests a more 
spiritual, almost ambiguous, application. John Gill's Exposition of the Bible interprets 
the two witnesses as the true Church in counterdistinction to the antichrist system 
of Roman Catholicism. Ross Taylor's Verse by Verse Commentary on Revelation 
clearly defines the Church as the "two olive trees and the two lampstands." 


Similarly, the two witnesses have been identified as Israel and the Christian Church. 
The number two has been associated with the witness of Israel to the Gentile 
nations during the 70th Week of Daniel's prophecy. The olive tree in the Scripture 
signifies Israel. The "witness of the Church" is signified by the two lampstands, 
whose identity was disclosed by the seven golden lampstands (i.e., candlesticks) 
revealed in Revelation 2-3 as the "churches." Revelation 2:1 refers to the churches 
as golden lampstands. 


It has also been proposed that the two witnesses are the witnessing church, 
because Jesus sent out his disciples "two by two". Other scholars note that two is 


symbolic in Revelation because two witnesses are needed to authenticate a 
testimony in the Hebrew Bible (cf. Deut. 19:15; see Biblical numerology). The two 
witnesses are the true prophetic witness in Revelation (the church,) and they serve 
as the counterpart to the false prophetic witness, the beast from the land, who has 
two horns like a lamb (Rev. 13:11; cf.16:13; 19:20; 20:10). 


Other views 

In the Seventh-day Adventist interpretation, Uriah Smith and Ellen G. White 
considered the two witnesses to be the Old and New Testaments. They believed 
that the French Revolution was the time when the "two witnesses” were killed. 
Other Historicists consider the Two Witnesses also in this way. 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints teaches that the two witnesses 
would be two prophets on a mission to the Jews in the modern nation of Israel, 
possibly two members of their Quorum of the Twelve or their First Presidency, who 
are considered to be prophets by the church. Some members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints claim that Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum Smith, 
Assistant President from 1841-1844, are the two witnesses in Revelation 11. 


The Testimony of the Two Witnesses website declares that Peter the Roman will be 
one of the two witnesses of the Book of Revelation. 


Whatever the truth is- and we may not know until Heaven- these two witnesses are 
given the mission to declare the Truth of the Gospel, and are brought back to life- in 
testimony by their resurrection that the Truth of Christ, and Christ Himself- cannot 
be defeated by sin and death! 


(The Two Witnesses) 
Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. 2 Leave 
out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been 
given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two 
months. 


11:1-14 NASB) 


Who has the greatest “retirement plan” of all?- the believing and faithful Christian! 
We are promised by Jesus Himself that there are “many rooms” (John 14:2) 
prepared for us and that we, like the Lord, will conquer death and live/dwell/abide 
forever in Him! 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that |! am 
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am. 4 You 
know the way to the place where | am going.” (John 14:1-4 NIV) 


(The Seventh Trumpet—Christ’s Reign Foreseen) 
15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 


aa Al ks 16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their 


thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, 


“We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because 
You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. 18 And the nations were 
enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and 
the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who 


fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the 
earth.” 


19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His 
covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds 
and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm. (Revelation 11:15- 
19 NASB) 


December 27, 2019 Revelation 12-13 


On this my seventy second birthday, | awaken to find a “beastly” treat in these 
passages from Revelation. These troubling and sometimes violent images have 
been the substance of fear and nightmares among those who study, love and follow 
the precepts of God’s Word. Yet | believe that God is simply illustrating the 
immense horror of living in a place or a state without His kindness, goodness and 
order. Just as we see depicted in the works of Hieronymus Bosch, the images of hell 
and the creatures within it are horrifying and all too real! 


se 3 


https://www.pictorem.com/48663/The 


The Harrowing of Hell Hieronymous Bosch 
%20Harrowing%200f%20Hell.html 


(The Woman, Israel) 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; 2 and she was with child; 
and she *cried out, being in labor and in pain to give birth. (Revelation 12:1-2 
NASB) 


(The Red Dragon, Satan) 

3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 4 And his tail 
*swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the 
dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave 
birth he might devour her child. (Revelation 12:3-4 NASB) 


= 
a 
= 


a hs 
fit 
a © 


The Woman and the Dragon https://www.pinterest.com/pin/531495193496992948/) 
(The Male Child, Christ) 

5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod 
of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 6 Then the woman 
fled into the wilderness where she *had a place prepared by God, so that there she 


would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days. (Revelation 12:5- 
6 NASB) 


(The Angel, Michael) 
7 


eee 10 Then | heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 


“Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he 
who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him 
because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and 
they did not love their life even when faced with death. 12 For this reason, rejoice, 

O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the 
devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short 
time.” 


13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted 
the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 But the two wings of the great 
eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her 
place, where she *was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the 
presence of the serpent. 15 And the serpent poured water like a river out of his 
mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the 
flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 
drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth. 17 So the dragon was 
enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her children, 
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 
(Revelation 12:7-17 NASB) 


THE PERIOD WITH THE BIBLE 


PROBATION 
CLOSED 


[THE DRAGON | \{THE DRAGON SAW HE WAS CAST OUT(V.1@)| [THE TIME FOR THE | 
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woman- -and-the-dragon/ 


Many have attempted to interpret these vivid images, and the followers of 
Numerology and those who are convicted of the Tribulation to come have spend 
endless hours and minted thousands of words in their attempts to interpret the 
uninterpretable. Perhaps the best balance comes from conservative and reasoned 
commentary, such as found in Guzik’s Enduring Word 
(https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/revelation-12/ and in Matthew Henry’s 


Commentary (https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php? 
com=mhc&b=66&c=12) 


(The Beast from the Sea) 
And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. 


ae 
And the beast which | saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, 
and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his 
throne and great authority. 3 | saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his 
fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the 
beast; 4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and 
they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who Is like the beast, and who Is able to wage 
war with him?” 5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and 


blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. 6 And he 
opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His 
tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 


7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and 
authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 8 All 
who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been 
written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has 
been slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is destined for 
captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he 
must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. (Revelation 
13:1-10 NASB) 


Matthew Henry’s commentary of Revelation 13:1-10 

(https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=66&c=13): 
“The apostle, standing on the shore, saw a savage beast rise out of the sea; a 
tyrannical, idolatrous, persecuting power, springing up out of the troubles which 
took place. 


. The wounding the head may be the abolishing pagan 
idolatry; and the healing of the wound, introducing popish idolatry, the same in 
substance, only in a new dress, but which as effectually answers the devil's design. 
The world admired its power, policy and success. They paid honour and subjection 
to the devil and his instruments. It exercised infernal power and policy, requiring 
men to render that honour to creatures which belongs to God alone. Yet the devil's 
power and success are limited. Christ has a chosen remnant, redeemed by his 
blood, recorded in his book, sealed by his Spirit; and though the devil and antichrist 
may overcome the body, and take away the natural life, they cannot conquer the 
soul, nor prevail with true believers to forsake their Saviour, and join his enemies. 


// WWW 
(The Beast from the Earth) 


. 13 He performs great signs, so that he 
even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. 14 
And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was 
given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the 
earth to make an image to the beast who *had the wound of the sword and has 
come to life. 15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so 
that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship 
the image of the beast to be killed. 


esa eines 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate 


the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six 
hundred and sixty-six. (Revelation 13:11-18 NASB) 


December 28, 2019 Revelation 14-16 


| have often wondered why in this mysterious book so many things are “written on 
the foreheads” of various persons- those saved (Rev 14:1) and those condemned 
(Rev 14:9). The book of Deuteronomy refers to the Word of God- the Law- to be 
worn on the wrist or forehead in a small box called a “phylactery” or “tefillin”; 
(Wikipedia- “The biblical verses often cited as referring to tefillin are obscure. 
Deuteronomy 11:18, for instance, does not designate what specifically to "bind 
upon your arm", and the definition of "totafot between your eyes" is not obvious. 
Karaite Judaism understands the verses to be metaphorical. However, at least as 
early as the 1st century CE, many Jews understood the verses literally and wore 
physical tefillin, as shown by archaeological finds at Qumran and a reference in the 


New Testament. (Matthew 23:5))” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tefillin) 


The most obvious conclusion is that this “label” is easily seen and identifies the 
person as belonging to a particular group. It is also clear that the person with the 
“mark” on their forehead cannot see the mark unless they are gazing into a mirror. 
Do we bear the mark of Christ? Are we aware of it and can other see it easily 
without our words of testimony? 


Some modern-day interpretations of the “mark of the beast” include microchips 


embedded in the skin (https://factsandtrends.net/2018/06/12/microchips-wave-of- 
the-future-or-mark-of-the-beast/) Please see also 
(https://www.gotquestions.org/mark-beast.html). 


(The Lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion) 


. 2And | heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of 
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which | heard was 
like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. 3 And they *sang a new song 
before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one 
could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been 
purchased from the earth. 4 These are the ones who have not been defiled with 
women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first 
fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And no lie was found in their mouth; they are 
blameless. (Revelation 14:1-5 NASB) 


(Vision of the Angel with the Gospel) 

6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach 
to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and 
people; 7 and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give Him glory, because the 
hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth 
and sea and springs of waters.” 


8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, “Fallenfallenis*Babylon the 


(Revelation 14:6-8 NASB) 


(Doom for Worshipers of the Beast) 
Sr nh 
| 10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in 
full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 
And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day 
and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the 
mark of his name.” 12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the 
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 


(Revelation 14:9-13 NASB) 


JESUS 1S LORD 


REVELATION 14 :13 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven 1g to me, 
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who diein the Lord from now on.’” 
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they m 
rest from their labors, and ti 
‘follow theme 4 


(The Reapers) 


17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a 
sharp sickle. 18 Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out 
from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, 
saying, “Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, 
because her grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and 
gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine 
press of the wrath of God. 20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and 
blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two 
hundred miles. (Revelation 14:14-20 NASB) 


We then see a description of the horrendous “bowls of wrath”. It is clear that these 
plagues and other natural disasters are suggested by the plagues and natural 
disasters that are the experience of mankind on this sinful and fallen planet. Some 
“climate extremists” may even suggest that “global warming” (or presently the 
more ambiguous “climate change” is one of the Biblical plagues 
(https://www.truah.org/resources/the-modern-plagues-of-climate-change/) 


(A Scene of Heaven) 
15 


2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been 
victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on 
the sea of glass, holding harps of God. 3 And they *sang the song of Moses, the 
bonad-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 


“Great and marvelous are Your works, 

O Lord God, the Almighty; 

Righteous and true are Your ways, 

King of the nations! 

4 “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
For You alone are holy; 

For all the nations will come and worship before You, 
For Your righteous acts have been revealed.” 


5 After these things | looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in 
heaven was opened, 6 and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out 
of the temple, clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded around their chests with 
golden sashes. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels 
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever. 8 And the 


. (Revelation 15 NASB) 
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(Six Bowls of Wrath) 
16 Then | heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, “Go and 
pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 


5 And | heard the angel of the waters saying, “Righteous 
are You, who are and who were, O Holy One, because You judged these things; 6 for 
they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to 
drink. They deserve it.” 7 And | heard the altar saying, “Yes, O Lord God, the 
Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.” 


2 


(Revelation 16:1-12 NASB) 
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(Armageddon) 

13 And | saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the 
beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 14 
for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 
whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the 
Almighty. 15 (“Behold, | am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake 
and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his 
shame.”) 16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is 
called Har-Magedon. 


Seventh Bowl of Wrath 

17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came 
out of the temple from the throne, saying, “It is done.” 18 And there were flashes of 
lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such 
as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an 
earthquake was it, and so mighty. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and 
the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give 
her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found. 21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds 
each, *came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of 
the plague of the hail, because its plague *was extremely severe. (Revelation 
16:13-21 NASB) 


Three Beasts from Revelation 13 (http://www.tribulation.com/thirteen.htm) 


December 29, 2019 Revelation 17-18 


So who is Babylon? Who is the “great harlot that sits on many waters”? It seems 
clear from the historic context in which John lived that Babylon is a symbolic 
representation of the Roman Empire. It was the powerful, immoral and all- 
encompassing enemy of the Lamb and His followers. Later Christians have 
developed elaborate theories, which they support with proof texting from Scriptures 
and “cherry picking” historic facts, which support the notion that Babylon is the 
Roman Catholic Church, the organized institutional church itself, or anything 
“spiritual” that the “theorists” believe has compromised with the world! 


The warnings in Scripture are true and real- if we are “too comfortable” with this 
world then we are ultimately enemies of God. (James 4:4 -“You adulterous people, 
don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who 
chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”) 


We must carefully examine our “comfortable Christianity” or we will be judged by 
God as “lukewarm”, and will be rejected as the church in Laodicea was condemned 
(Revelation 3:16) 


(The Doom of Babylon) 


17 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with 
me, saying, “Come here, | will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits 
on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, 
and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her 
immorality.” 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and 1 saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads 
and ten horns. 4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with 
gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of 
abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality, 5 and on her forehead a 
name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 6 And | saw the woman drunk with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. When | saw her, | 
wondered greatly. 7 And the angel said to me, “Why do you wonder? | will tell you 
the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven 
heads and the ten horns. 


, am W 
Hans Burgkmair the Elder “The Whore of Babylon; sitting on the seven-headed 
beast, 
St John and the angel looking on from a cloud in top right corner.” From a series of 
21 woodcuts of the Apocalypse for Martin Luther’s translation of the New Testament 
(Augsburg: S. Otmar, 1523). 1523 Woodcut. 


8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss 
and go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been 
written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they 


see the beast, that he was and is not and will come. 9 Here is the mind which has 
wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits, 10 and 
they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when 
he comes, he must remain a little while. 11 The beast which was and is not, Is 
himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction. 12 The 
ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but 
they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 13 These have one 
purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast. (Revelation 17:1-13 
NASB) 


The overwhelming message of the Scriptures in general, and of Revelation in 
particular, is that God has the final word in everything- in our lives, in the future, in 
the creation and restoration of the universe itself- in everything! There is great 
victory to celebrate, and we are promised that we will dwell with Him forever in a 
sinless new world with sinless eternal resurrection bodies. Just as Jesus the Lamb 
conquered death and sin, so will we! 


(Victory for the Lamb) 
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https://www.alittleperspective.com/revelation-17-2016 


15 And he *said to me, “The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. 16 And the ten horns which you 
saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, 
and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire. 17 For God has put it in their 
hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, and by giving their 
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be fulfilled. 18 The woman whom 
you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.” (Revelation 
17:14-18 NASB) 


(Babylon Is Fallen) 


18 After these things | saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was illumined with his glory. 2 And he cried out with a 
mighty voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a 
dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every 
unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion 
of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality 
with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her 
sensuality.” 
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The Fall of Babylon https://thebookofrevelationmadeclear.com revelation-bible- 
study/fall-of-babylon.html 


4 | heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people, so that 
you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues; 5 for her sins have 
piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 6 Pay her back 
even as she has paid, and give back to her double according to her deeds; in the 
cup which she has mixed, mix twice as much for her. 7 To the degree that she 
glorified herself and lived sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and 
mourning; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as a queen and |! am not a widow, and will 
never see mourning.’ 8 For this reason in one day her plagues will come, pestilence 
and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for the Lord God who 
judges her is strong. (Revelation 18:1-8 NASB) 


(Lament for Babylon) 

9 “And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of immorality and lived 
sensuously with her, will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her 
burning, 10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, ‘Woe, 


woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour your judgment has 
come.’ 


19 And they threw dust on 


their heads and were crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the 
great city, in which all who had ships at sea became rich by her wealth, for in one 
hour she has been laid waste!’ 20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and 
apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her.” 


21 Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the 
sea, saying, “So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will 
not be found any longer. 22 And the sound of harpists and musicians and flute- 
players and trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; and no craftsman of any 
craft will be found in you any longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you 
any longer; 23 and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice 
of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer; for your merchants 
were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were deceived by your 
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Chart of Revelation 18 (https://truthnet.org/Christianity/revelation/Revelation18/) 
December 30, 2019 Revelation 19-20 


The year is almost completed, and in the Book of revelation the new Heaven and 
Earth are almost prepared for their eternal inhabitants. It is very easy to lose sight 
of the fact that the earth is not our eternal home. Many of us as we grow older 
become “homesick for heaven”...| count myself among those who look forward to 
our true home with the Lamb. 


God is eternally in control- despite the wars, famines, injustice, oppression, 
suffering, greed and inhumanity of mankind- God has the final word- Love Wins!!! 


(The Fourfold Hallelujah) 


After these things | heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, saying, 


!” 5 And 


a voice came from the throne, saying, 


“Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and 
the great.” 6 Then | heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the 
sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 


“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. (Revelation 19:1-6 NASB) 
(Marriage of the Lamb) 


7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come and His bride has made herself ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe 
herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints 


9 Then he *said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.’” And he *said to me, “These are true words of God.” 10 Then | 
fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said to me, “Do not do that; | am a fellow 
servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. 
For the testimony of Jesus Is the spirit of prophecy.” (Revelation 19:7-10 NASB) 


It is understandable that John would worship an angelic creature, yet the creature 
was correct in asserting that only God (and the Son) are worthy of worship! 


(The Coming of Christ) 


11 And | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it Is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His 
eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name 
written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which 
are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white 
horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down 
the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press 
of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has 
a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 


17 Then | saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, 
saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, “Come, assemble for the great 
supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of 
commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who 
sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and 
great.” 


19 And | saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to 
make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. (Revelation 
19:11-19 NASB) 


(Doom of the Beast and False Prophet) 


20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the 
signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the 
lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword 
which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were 
filled with their flesh. (Revelation 19:20-21 NASB) 


Satan is bound for “a thousand years” (verse 2). Those who argue that there is no 
“millennium” (amillennial) or that we are living in the days after the millennium 
(post millennial) will have to explain to me when the time was that Satan was 
“bound”- maybe not a literal “thousand years”- but for a very long time. The 
depressing and bloody history of humankind suggests that Satan is alive, well, and 
kicking in this age and all the previous ages. | look forward to this “binding”! 
Satan’s freedom, though, is limited- he is a defeated enemy! 


(Satan Bound) 


20 Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and 
a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who 
is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw him into 
the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the 


nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he 
must be released for a short time. 


The Angel Binding Satan (c. 1797) - by Philip James de Loutherbourg 


4 Then | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And | 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus 
and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and 
they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the 
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first 
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; 
over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of 
Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:1-6 NASB) 
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7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 


(Revelation 20:7-10 NASB) 


(Judgment at the Throne of God) 


book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15 NASB) 


December 31, 2019 Revelation 21-22 


It was only after | had read the entire Bible, from “In the beginning” to “Amen” that 
| could begin to see and grasp the vast sweep of God’s plan for all of us, and even 
for me. In Genesis we see God creating a perfect world without sin and death, then 
sin enters the world through Satan’s temptation and our disobedience (and desire 
to be “like God”!). The rest of the story, until this triumphant ending, is God’s- and 
mankind’s - struggle to “get things right”. As Paul the Apostle said “/ do not 
understand what I do. For what | want to do |! do not do, but what I hate | do. 16 And 


if |do what I do not want to do, | agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no 
longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For | know that good itself 
does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do what is 
good, but | cannot carry it out. 19 For | do not do the good | want to do, but the evil | 
do not want to do—this | keep on doing. 20 Now if | do what I do not want to do, it is 
no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.” (Romans 7:15-20 NIV) 


Finally- and ultimately- God triumphs and a New Heaven and Earth are created! 
The tree of Life which we saw in Genesis (2:9 and 3:22-24) appears again: 

“The tree of life first appears in Genesis 2:9 and 3:22-24 as the source of eternal life 
in the Garden of Eden, from which access is revoked when man is driven from the 
garden. It then reappears in the last book of the Bible, the Book of Revelation, and 
most predominantly in the last chapter of that book (Chapter 22) as a part of the 
new garden of paradise. Access is then no longer forbidden, for those who "wash 
their robes" (or as the textual variant in the King James Version has it, "they that do 
his commandments") "have right to the tree of life" (v.14). A similar statement 
appears in Rev 2:7, where the tree of life is promised as a reward to those who 
overcome. Revelation 22 begins with a reference to the "pure river of water of life" 
which proceeds "out of the throne of God". The river seems to feed two trees of life, 
one "on either side of the river" which "bear twelve manner of fruits" "and the 
leaves of the tree were for healing of the nations" (v.1-2). Or this may indicate that 
the tree of life is a vine that grows on both sides of the river, as John 15:1 would 
hint at.” (Wikipedia) 


Genesis and Revelation can be looked at as “bookends of perfection” of the entire 
Scripture- the perfection that was created, then marred with sin, and finally re- 
created! 


As we face a New Year, we can do so with confidence that the Author of the 
Universe, the Great “I Am” whose birth we celebrate near the end of the Year, will 
be with us always- even unto the ends of the earth “ ....and teaching them to obey 
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very 
end of the age." (Matthew 28:20 NIV) 


(The New Heaven and Earth) 


. 2 And | saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, * 


9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bow/!s full of the seven last 
plagues came and spoke with me, saying, “Come here, | will show you the bride, the 
wife of the Lamb.” (Revelation 21:1-9 NASB) 


(The New Jerusalem) 


15 The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and 
its gates and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as 
the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length 
and width and height are equal. 17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, 
according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements. 18 The 
material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The 
foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. 
The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; 
the fourth, emerald; 20 the fifth, sardonyx;, the sixth, sardius; the seventh, 


chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, 
Jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each 
one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like 
transparent glass. 


22 1 saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, 
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 In the daytime (for there 
will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26 and they will bring the glory 
and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing unclean, and no one who 
practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 21:10-27 NASB) 


(The River and the Tree of Life) 

Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the 
river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 There will no longer 
be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bona- 
servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their 
foreheads. 5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of 
the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; 
and they will reign forever and ever. 


Revelation 22:1-5 


6 And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true”; and the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things 
which must soon take place. 


8 |, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when | heard and saw, | 
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 But he 
*said to me, “Do not do that. |am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the 
prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.” (Revelation 
22:1-9 NASB) 


(The Final Message) 

10 And he *said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for 
the time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who Is 
filthy, still be filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; 
and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy.” 


12 “Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 
according to what he has done. 13 1am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end.” 


THE FIRST AND THE LAST, 


REVELATION 22:13 


14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the 
tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs and 


the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and 
everyone who loves and practices lying. 


17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” 
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life 
without cost. 


18 | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 
adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and 


if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take 
away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, 


20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, | am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, 


(Revelation 22:10-21 NASB) 


